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PREFACE 


It is now some thirteen years since, shortly after the appear- 
ance of my first book The Days of His Flesh : the EatiMy 
Life of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, I undertook the 
task of preparing a Life of St. Paul ; and during the interval 
much has happened to delay its execution. When I under- 
took it, I was minister in the remote Scottish parish of 
TulHallan ; and presently, toward the close of the year 1907, 
I was translated to St. Andrew’s Church in the Perthshire 
town of Blairgowrie, where I ministered for two happy years. 
The employments of that large and delightful charge en- 
grossed my time and taxed my scanty strength, leaving 
me small leisure ; ail the less that my service in preaching 
was widely requisitioned, and I was continually engaged in 
the ministry of my British Weekly Correspondence. Then, 
quite unexpectedly, I was invited by the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to occupy the Chair 
of Theology in the Londonderry College. Reluctant though 
I was to leave a people whom I loved and a ministry so rich 
and glad and venture among strangers and untried responsi- 
bilities, I could not but recognise the voice of God in an 
urgent call addressed to me not only without solicitation on 
my part but despite my express will ; and now, as I review 
my experience, I bless His gracious providence and thank- 
fully acknowledge the goodness and mercy which have 
attended me and mine since our coming here. 

Amid these changes and ever fresh employments, including 
the production of various lesser books and the delivery of a 
course of lectures in the United States of America (published 
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under the title The Historic Jesus), my preparation of the 
Life of St. Paul was much retarded. And then, when it was 
nearing completion, its appearance was arrested by the 
catastrophe of the war. Perhaps, however, advantage has 
accrued from the protracted delay. The task has never 
been absent from my thoughts even when I was not directly 
engaged upon it. The figure of the Apostle has assumed 
ever clearer shape in my mind ; his surroundings have fallen 
into truer perspective ; and my narrative depicts him more 
simply as I have seen him, less confused than it might other- 
wise have been by multitudinous details and less encumbered 
by elaborate discussions. Its imperfections, as I am pain- 
fully conscious, are indeed manifold, but it is the natural 
outgrowth of long and loving reflection ; and with the old 
historian of the Maccabees I would say ; ‘ If I have written 
well and to the point, this is what I myself desired ; hut if 
meanly and indifferently, this is all I could attain unto.’ 

The Pauline literature is enormous, and a mere enumera- 
tion of the writers who have made me their debtor, would 
much increase the dimensions of a work already large 
enough to incur the censure of that aphorism of Callima- 
chus; fteya /Uya KaKov. There are, however, several 

whom it were ingratitude to leave unnamed. First, in the 
ancient Church there is St. Chrysostom, that prince of 
preachers and master of exegesis ; and not unworthy to 
stand near him is that anonymous Latin scholar of the 
fourth century who, because his Commentaries on the 
Pauline Epistles have been preserved among the Works of 
St. Ambrose of Milan, is known as ‘ the Ambrosiaster,’ and 
who, on the evidence of St, Augustine (cf. Contra Duas 
Ejnst. Pelag., iv. 7), was Hilary, whether St. Hilary of 
Poictiers or the less celebrated Hilary' the Deacon. Of 
works belonging to the Post-Reformation period there are 
three which have yidded me continual profit and delight : 
(i) the Annotationes of Hugo Grotius (Huig van Groot), 
which derives a pathetic interest from the circumstance that 


■ 
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it was one of the tasks which employed its brilliant and 
versatile author during the years of his imprisonment; 
(2) the Synopsis Criticorum of Matthew Poole, that scholar 
of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, who espoused the cause 
of Presbyterianism, and composed his monumental work in 
live folio volumes after his ejectment from his charge for 
Nonconformity in 1662 ; and (3) the Novum Testamentum 
Grescum of Johann Jakob Wetstein with its profusion of 
Classical, Rabbinical, and Patristic illustrations of the 
sacred text. Of modern literature it were invidious to 
speak particularly, but I must mention, with peculiar 
appreciation, those enduring monuments of English scholar- 
ship, the works of the late Bishop Lightfoot, especially his 
editions of the Pauline Epistles ; the Acta Apostolomni of 
Dr. Friedrich Blass ; the numerous writings of Sir William 
Ramsay ; and Kirsopp Lake’s Earlier Epistles of St. Paul. 

Of late years archaeological investigation has revolutionised 
our conception of the language of the New Testament and 
disclosed a fresh significance and beauty in the literary 
monuments of the Christian revelation. The difficulty 
which the language of the sacred writers has hitherto pre- 
sented is that it differs widely from that of the ‘ profane ’ 
authors of the period, such as Plutarch and Lucian, whose 
Greek, apart from various peculiarities, follows the Attic 
model ; and two diverse explanations formerly prevailed. 
One minimised the peculiarities of the Greek of the New 
Testament and laboured to prove it excellent Attic ; while 
the other rather emphasised them and alleged that the Greek 
of the sacred writers was a unique language, formed mainly 
under the influence of the Hebrew Scriptures and fitly 
designated, in Rothe’s phrase, ‘ the language of the Holy 
Ghost.’ The truth has been revealed by recent investigation 
of the ruins of antiquity, especially in Egypt. The rubbish- 
heap of the buried city of Oxyrhynchus has yielded a multi- 
tude of papyrus leaves (published by the Egypt Exploration 
Fund under the skilful editorship of Dr, Grenfell and Dr. 
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Hunt). Some axe fragments of ancient books, but most 
are private letters and kindred documents ; and it is these 
that are so instructive (cf. the late Dr. J. H. Moulton’s 
Prolegomena to his Grammar of New Testament Greek ; Dr. 
Adolf Deissmann's Light from the Ancient East ; Dr. George 
Milligan’s Greek Papyri). They are non-literary ; their 
language is the Koiv-i] or Common Greek, the lingua franca of 
that period ; and the significant fact is that the language of. 
the papyri is the language of the New Testament. Hence it 
appears that there is in reality no such thing as * New 
Testament Greek.' What has hitherto borne that appel- 
lation is nothing else than the language of common inter- 
course in use throughout the Roman Empire; and the 
distinction of the sacred writers is that they first, and 
indeed they alone, took the spoken language of their day 
and employed it for literary purposes. 

It is a fresh exemplification of that Rabbinical saying 
which Archbishop Leighton loved to quote : ‘ The Law of 
God speaks the tongue of the children of men.' The Gospel 
is not a philosophy but glad tidings for the world, and there- 
fore it was proclaimed not in the jargon of the schools but 
in the language of the market and the home. And here is a 
lesson for the interpreter of the Living Oracles. As th^ 
were first delivered in the tongue of the children of men, so 
must they be rendered to each generation. King James's 
translators recognised this when they turned the Scriptures 
into the kindly mother-tongue of their contemporaries ; but 
language is ever changing, and their archaic English is now 
strange in our ears. It was the fashion with pedants in the 
later period to disdain the Common Greek and employ the 
ancient Attic ; and the philosopher Demonax was once 
answered in that strain. ' My friend,’ said he, ‘ my question 
was put in the present day, and you answer me as if it were 
the time of Agamemnon.’ And it is no less amiss that the 
Eternal Truth should be spoken to our generation in the 
language of ‘the spacious days of Queen Elizabeth.' It 
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should be clothed in modem speech, the simple, homely 
speech of daily use. Translation is always a difficult task, 
as every one who has essayed it is well aware ; and no 
skill could render adequately the rugged, elusive, and im- 
passioned diction of the Apostle. The utmost I dare hope 
for my attempt is that it may serve to elucidate obscurities 
and help ray readers to a more intelligent comprehension of 
his arguments. 

For information regarding the Pauline world acknowledg- 
ment is due primarily to the invaluable work of the ancient 
geographer Strabo, who flourished in the reign of Tiberius, a 
native of Amaseia in Pontus and an extensive traveller, 
o? fulXa iroXXa ■Kkwyydi'j, ttoXK&v S’ avdpu>7ro>v iBev a^rea jcal 
voov eyvo). Much also is due to the NaturaUs Historia of 
the younger Pliny. And Sir William Ramsay’s researches 
have added not a little to our knowledge of Asia Minor in 
the Apostle’s day. 

On the vexed question of Pauline chronology I have found 
Lewin's Fasti Sacri incomparably helpful. Its value, to my 
mind, lies not in its conclusions, which indeed have seldom 
commanded my consent, but in its large array of collateral 
evidence. The truth is that there are few fixed points in the 
record of the Apostle’s career. Absolute certainty is un- 
attainable on the available data ; and in the scheme which I 
have presented, I have merely indicated what appears, in 
my judgment, the probable order of events, stating my 
reasons and refraining from profitless discussion. It seems 
to me that my arrangement is, in the main, supported by 
both internal and external evidence ; but I am mindful of 
Thomas Fuller’s admonition: ‘Chronology is a surly, 
churlish cur, and hath bit many a man’s fingers. Blame me 
not therefore, if willing to keep my own hands whole.’ 

And indeed this has been my constant practice. Con- 
troversy is a foolish and futile employment ; and I have 
endeavoured to portray St. Paul simply as I have perceived 
him during long years of loving and delightful study of the 
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sacred memorials of his life and labour, mentioning the views 
of others only as they served to iUustrate and confirm mv 
own If ever I have failed in acknowledging any debt it 
has been through inadvertence, and I crave forgiveness. 
And I would fain hope that I have written nothing dis- 
courteous, notUng hrtful. This were indeed a Jevts 
office m the stoiy of one who, amid much provLZ 
co«y horn himself . the very patten. o/a SS 


a s. 


4 f The College, 
LONDONDEim?, 
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THE PREPARATION FOR THE GOSPEL 


^ Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and, hi.ll 
sliall be made low ; and the crooked shall be made straight, and 
the rough places plain : and the . glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together : for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken It* 

T/ii Prophet Isaiak 
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Hence it c^e to pass that by the beginning of the Cl^ristian 
era the Jewish Dispeisjon had covered the wxnid, harbouring 
chiefly in the busy centres of commerce. Its ext ent appears 
from the enumeration of the countries refircftt-iiiod I))’ the 
worshippers who had come to the Feast and witnes.M'd tlu* 
wonders that followed the outpouring (if the Ihilv hpirit on 
II. the Day of Pentecost-Parthia, Media, Llani, and Mesopo- 
tamia in the East ; Cappadocia, Pontiis. Asi.r, Pin-vgia. and 
Pamphylia in Asia Minor ; Arabia. Egypt, .ind CyreiKiica in 
the South; and Crete and Rome in the West. Tl’iin is no 
exaggeration. ^The geographer Strabo ^ had already affirmed 
that the Jews ^had invaded every city, and it was iKft easy 
to find a place in the w^orld which had not rer'iW’ed tluit race 
, and was not mastered by it.' And, in his letter to the llmimm 
Caligula,. Agrippa mentions Jewish colonies in Egypt, i'hce- 
nicia, Ccele-Syria, ParnphyUa, and most of .-Isia Minor a.s far 
as Bith3nua and Pontus; also in Europe — Tlu.’s.'i.ily. Biuotia, 
Macedonia, Anatolia, Attica, .\rgos, Corintli, ,tnd the most 
and best parts of the Peloponnesus; and, mureovcr, in the 
prindpal islands Euboea, Cyprus, and Crete ® The evidence 
remains to this (lay moniunents of Jewish life and 

worship ^inscriptions, ostraca, and papyri --whieh are con- 
rinually being brought to light in all the countries stu round- 
ing the basin of the Mediterr.inean. 

Jewish colonies were not only nuinerous but large. 
In the va^e but expre&ave phrase of the historian, there 
were infinite m3Tiads’ of Jews beyond the Euphr.ites ; ' their 
number could not be ascertained ’ ; ® and in the city of 
amascus no fewer than ten thousand perished in a inas.sacre 
unng e reign of Nero.< Alexandria, the Egyptian capital, 
was iriappe out into five divisions, distingui.siH*d by the first 
. ^ ? ®^phabet ; and of these two were liesigiiattni 

Jewis since their inhabitants were mainly Jews. There 

moreover, a considerable Jewish admixture in the other 

viswDns . he total Jewish population of Eg\'pt anu-unted 
to no less than a miihonA Italy ki had its Jewish i olonies. 


^ Quoted in Jos. Amt, xiv. 

* Jos. An/, XU V, 2. 

* Z><r m, Ju£ lu XX, 2 * 

I'iCl in 6, 3, 


^ * mill .uji'iifum, 

^ tie I ttw h |nj| ut 
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The chief of these was at Rome. Its nucleus was Pompey’s 
captive settlement, whence probably the imperial city de- 
rived her apocalyptic title of * Babylon ’ ; and it is an indica- 
tion of its growth that in the year 6 B.c., when a Jewish 
embassy visited Rome to sue for autonomy, it was received 
on its arrival by over eight thousand resident Jews.^ 

Those Hellenists, as the Jews of the Dispersion were styled,® i.oyaity of 
remained true to their ancestral faith in the countries of their to’Se"”'* 
adoption. They made frequent pilgrimages to Jerusalem, 
and at the great festivals the sacred capital was thronged 
with worshippers from afar ; ® and they paid their annual 
tribute to the Temple, entrusting it to men of good repute 
appointed in almost every town to receive it and convey it 
to its destination.* None the less were they loyal to their 
own communities. They accounted the Holy City as their 
metropolis, but the countries where their lot was cast and 
where they had been bom and nurtured, they regarded as 
their fatherlands,® mindful of the ancient prophet’s counsel Jer.xxix, 7. 
to the Babylonian exiles : ' Seek the peace of the city whither 
I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray unto 
the Lord for it : for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.’ * 

And thus it came to pass that they exerted a potent influ- utoary 
ence in the countries of their adoption, and won multitudes agSlist the 
of the heathen to their faith. This may indeed seem surpris- 
ing in view of the prevailing sentiment of the pagan literature 
of the period. Cicero terms the Jewish religion ‘ a barbarous 
superstition ’ ; ® and grave historians impute horrible ini- 
quities to ‘ the filthy race,’ charging them not merely with cr. Ex 
sloth inasmuch as they did no work each seventh day and 
devoted each seventh year to idleness, but with the practice s*s- 
of ridiculous and monstrous rites— the worship of an ass’s 
head, and the annual sacrifice of a Gentile stranger.® And 

Jos. Jni, xvu. xi. 1 : Z>e Bdl. Jad. u. vi. i. ’ Cf. p. 38. 

* On the basis ol the lambs offered it 'Was estimated that the worshippers it 
the Fassover of A.ix 66 mimbered 2,700,200 fjos. ■/)<!? Sail Jud. vi, is:, 3)* 

* Phil, Be Mmtarck. lu 3. On the enormous tribute of Laodicefa^ ct p, 549. 

« Phil. 7, 

* Cf. the maxim of Bias (DIog. Laert. 1. S5). ^ Pr& Macc, 2$. 

® Tac. Misi. w 4, S. Jos. Ca^nira Aptm* . il. 7 f. ; cf* quotation in Stiidts 
funder from Damocritas the historian’s work * On^ the Jews.’ The 

charge of worshipping an ass’s head was transferred to the Christians^ who were 
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Cf. j Th, 
II IS. 


An TOwit- 

ling 

tribute. 


|)ros€ly- 


the Roman satirist not only makes merry over their abhtar- 
rence of swine’s flesh but, like Tacitus, arcuses them of 
hatred of the rest of mankind.* All this, however, represents 
merely the sentiment of the cultured classes ; and they knew 
Judaism only by common report and natumlly despised it as 
an alien thing, the creed of a turbulent race in frequent in- 
surrection against the imperial nile. In truth their animosity 
was an unwitting tribute ; for it was provoked, as they betray 
in the midst of their revilings,® by the successful proselytism 
'Sncc^fbi of the Jews. 'Among the masses,’ says the Jewish his- 
torian,® ' there has long been much zeal for our religion ; nor 
is there any city, Greek or barbarian, nor a single nation 
where the custom of our seventh day of rest from labour has 
not come into vogue ; and the fasts and the lamp-lightings * 
and many of our prohibitions regarding food are observed.’ 
Nor is this a mere patriotic boast. ‘ So far,' says the pbEo- 
sopher Seneca,® ‘ has the usage of the accursed race prevailed 
that it is now received throughout all lands : the conquered 
have given laws to the conquerors.’ And in the reign of 
Honorius (a.d. 395-423) the poet Claudius Rutilius Numati- 
anus actually wished that Judaea had never been subdued by 
Pompey and Titus ; for then the pestilence W'ould not have 
spread so widely, imd the conquered nation would not have 
oppressed its conquerors.® Women were especially impres- 
sionable, and it is recorded that in the time of Nero the women 
of Damascus were all, with a few exceptions, captivatedi by 
the Jewish religion.* It appealed mainly indeed, as Josephus 
observes, to the lower orders ; yet it won not a few ladies of 
rank even in the imperial capital, like Fulvia, that Roman 


a. A«. 

jfiii. 50; 
xvii. 4. 


thence styled mimrii, Cf. Tert. ApeL xvi ; Ad Msi* I. adf ; Min* FtL 
to. ix. 3. 

^ Juv. vu 160, xiv. 98 £ Tac. MsA v. 5. CL Jos. Jjdm. II* m 

■ „* Cfv Tac, JTisA- V. 5 -; Mot, So/, i, iv. 14ZL 
® Jos. Contra Apim, il. 39. 

* Ex. XXX?. 3. Cf. Sen. EfisA xcv; Pers. v. I79«S4* 

* In Aug. Po M, VI. xi. 

* Eimorar. 395-8 : 

*Atque niiaam nunqnam Jtidawi sufoacta hmm^ 

Pompeii heUis impcrioqw Titl I 
Latins excjsae pesiis contagia serptmt, 

¥ictoresqiic suos nati^ victa pttmiV 


, 5 ; ' ' ^ 

^ : ’ 

' / ' 'M; 


^ Joib P0 M$iL/Md» II* 3PIU i* 
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lady whose pious generosity was so grossly abused/ and 'N’ero’s 
unhappy empress, Poppeea Sabina.* Nor were there lackiiig 
men of exalted station who embraced the Jewish faith, like Ae- vUi. 
the chamberlain of Candace, the Queen of Ethiopia, Azizus, * 

King of Emesa, and Polemo, King of Cilicia.® 

Thus widely were the Jewish people scattered abroad, and tiw 
their dispersion served to facilitate thediffusion of Christianity, upp^- ** 
The heralds of the Gospel were themselves Jews, and their 
mission, like their Lord’s, was not to overthrow the ancient cf. wt. 
faith but to proclaim its fulfilment. It was no small advan- 
tage that, w^herever they went, they formd an audience which Cf. Ac. 
could understand their message ; and in every- town which 
they visited, they repaired immediately to the Jewish syna- 
gogue, and there preached the glad tidings. The Gospel was ; 
indeed a message of universal grace, but the providence of ar-'xfx. 8^: 
God had prescribed the apostolic procedure — ‘ both to the Jew, 
in the first instance, and to the Greek.’ Rom. j.16. 

Another pathway had been opened by the Greek conquests.^ Jertir"' 
Not the least of the difficulties which missionaries in all ages Umguage. 
have experienced, has lain in their ignorance of the native 
languages and the preliminary necessity of laboriously acqirir- 
ing these ; and it has often been supposed that the Apostles 
were miraculously aided by ‘ the gift of tongues,’ which 
enabled them, wherever they travelled, to preach in the 
language of their hearers.® The truth, however, is that the 
difficulty never confronted them. The ambition of Alex- 
ander the Great and his successors had been to weld the 
nations into one world by the universal imposition of Greek 
usages ; and it had been so far achieved that, save in remote 
regions where the new civilisation had never penetrated, the 
Greek language was the common speech of all the nations 
which environed the Mediterranean. The native languages 
did not indeed perish. Each country retained its own ver- 
nacular. Its people were bilingual ; they understood the 
general lingua franca, but they clung to their mother-tongues 
and employed these among themselves, since they were dear 

> Cf. pp. 389 f. • Cf. p. 505. 

* Jos. Ant. XX. vii. i, 3. 

* Cf. Legge, Forerttmters and Rivals ef Christianity, chap. 1 . 

* Cf. pp. 296 f. 
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Thus the people 

them in the Common Greek° hnt , ^ ^atter addressed 
miracle of the healine of th(>’ rrf^ vwtnessed the 

lapsed into 

but when Paul wJSt b?thrT’?'*“‘“''“' ^ 

Aramaic, and the homelv acL!^ T”’’’. *? "n™ in 

ualmed their fancy fa S ”',t fad 

recently been unearthed t;n Jri?-' i have 

language prevailed ; Ld it ^he Greek 

Plutarch confesses that duriJ! ? 

capital in the reign of Traian^iA^'n imperial 

ignorant of Latin ani had t," he was entirely 

his native city of ChJuea ha^SstedTf V 
coursing on philosophy to the to him, or in dis- 

him.3 In fact Romfhfe 

was bilingual; and hence the^L ^^'' 
record of his achievements whicrTh”^r'' the 

designed for erection before hk ^ . Eniperor Augustus 
both in Latin and in (Sek" 

Justification by Faith thoupb ^ ^ encyclical on 

t™ fathered the p^^STof ae'fepd ° , 

EfaprA:S;r^ettj,rr‘h“^^ 

graffiti chalked on the wal?c ™ ^ corrupemu.' 

a'fof. “ 

" -Su^t, lOl ■ * iri/V 

«* Tac. ,4i»i»* I, ft, * * 
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marble ; ^ but that was in truth the least of his achievements. 
His influence reached far beyond the capital and transformed 
the world. The triumph of the Roman arms had established 
‘the Roman Peace’* — a priceless benefit even to the con- 
quered races which lamented the loss of their independence 
and chafed under the imperial yoke. Brigandage and piracy 
had been suppressed, and in the remotest wilds life and pro- 
perty were secure.* Civilisation was advanced ; commerce 
flourished ; and in its peaceful rivalry ancient hostilities were 
forgotten. 

The Empire w’as the world, and it was all interlinked.* 
From the capital to the farthest frontier ran the Roman roads, 
those triumphs of engineering skill which have outlasted the 
decay of nigh two thousand years.® Constructed originally 
for the transit of troops, thej^ served afterwards the happier 
uses of civilisation and rendered travel easy, uniting the 
sundered nations and reconciling their estrangement. Asia 
Mnor was traversed from west to east by the great trade 
route from Ephesus to the Euphrates, and lesser highways 
intersected the country in every direction ; while the famous 
Egnatian Road stretched from Dyrrachium on the Adriatic 
through Illyricum, Macedonia, and Thrace to the Hellespont, 
marked so far as Cypsela on the Hebrus with milestones and 
measuring thither five hundred and thirty Roman miles.® 
The sea too, cleared of pirates, was a highway betwixt the 
nations, and, save in the winter season when navigation was 
suspended,’ ships laden with merchandise and passengers were 

^ SueL 128. 

* Cf. Sen. iv, 14; Clem, I. L 2, It. 2; Hio. Mai, Jfftsi, 

xxvn. I ; Ts^c, Jnn, xih 33. 

® In the reign of Tiberius Strabo (756) spoke of the happy change wiiich the 
Roman administration had recently effected by putting down the brigands who 
had formerly sallied from their fastnesses among the mountains of Arabia and 
ftursea near Damascus and plundered merchants from Arabia Felix. And 
Apollonius of Tyana (cf. /■ “iV. 1, 20) realised the value of Roman civilisation when 
he passed beyond its limits. 

^ Cf. Tac» Jhh, !. 9. 

’ The Latin phrase w'as not to ‘construct* but to ‘fortify sl nmm 

mt 4 m/re (cf. Suet. Atig, 30). 

® StrabOs 322; Cic. De .Pr&p, .iu ; '‘'via ilia nostra, ■, quae per 

doniain est ad Melkspontum, militam.- .'GL Tafel, Fm M'iiii, 

^ Cf. .Append. I, p. 64S, 
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pages, and suffered them to stray thence whither they would, 
and wherever each lay down it was sacrificed ' to tlie fitting 
god.’ The device proved efficacious, and thenceforward 
it was the fashion throughout the Greek world ' to erect 
‘ nameless altars,’ bearing the dedication ’ to an unknown 
god ’ or ‘ to unknown gods.' 

Oriental It was a confession of the insufficiency of the existing re- 
syncretisra. jjgjon and the need of a larger revelation ; and mtire and 
more the heart of the western world turned wistfully toward 
the mystic faiths of the East as these came within its ken. 
The worship of Cybele, the Phrygian Mother of the Gods, 
prevailed in Greece as early as the dose of the fifth century 
B.C., and passed into Rome during the Second Punic War ; * 
and other oriental cults soon followed, especially those of the 
Persian Mithras and the Egj'ptian Serapis and Isis. It would 
indeed have been strange had Judaism alone of all the oriental 
faiths made no appeal to the eager heart of the West ; and 
the fact is that there was no other save the Egyptian that 
found so much favour. At all events, when in the reign of 
Tiberius an unsuccessful attempt was made to repress the 
alien religions which had invaded the capital, it was against 
the Egyptian and the Jewish rites that it was directed.* 
Attractive- Its austere ethic and still more its lofty spirituality may 
indeed have repelled the pagan multitude,* but those very 
theism, characteristics commended the Jewish faith to souls of a 
nobler order which yearned for purity and shrank alike from 
the Greek deification of the human and from the Egyptian 
animal-worship.® These welcomed the Jewish monotheism. 
It was an ideal which at once did no outrage to their intellects 
and afforded their hearts a satisfaction which they could not 
find in the cold abstractions of philosophy. Yet they did 
not for the most part embrace Judaism outright.' The 
ceremonial Law was distasteful to them, and they would not 
GS*fear SO they remained unrircumcised. 

ml/ They revered the One Living and True God and shared in 

^ At Olympia (cf. Paus. V. xiv. 8) ; at Pergamos (cf. in.scription discovered bi 

1910 and described by Deissmann, 54 pp, 262 ff.)* 

» Cf. IJv. xxk. n, 14; Ovid. FmL iv. 1794 ; Juv. iiL 137! 

* Cf, Tac. Atm. lU $$ * Suet. Ttk 36 j Jos. Amt, xvni, iii. 4. 

* Juv, xiv. 97 ; cf. Tac. mst. V. $. • Cf. Suabo, jSof. 
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the worship of Synagc^e and Temple, and were frequently 
conspicuous, like the centurion of Capernaum and that other Lk. vii. 4, 
centurion, Cornelius of Caesarea, for the lavish generosity of ® ^ ^ ^ 
their offerings.* But they did not profess themselves Jews, ' *' ' 
and they were distinguished from the proselytes by the titles 
of ‘ the God-fearing ’ and ‘ the devout.’ * 

These men represented a widespread tendency of the The 
period. They were seeking rest for their sotils, and theyopp^'* 
found it after a sort in Judaism. But Judaism was insuffi- 
cient. It. was only a temporary resting-place, a foretaste of 
a nobler satisfaction. And this is the deepest of all the 
providential preparations for the Gospel. The World was, 
if the phrase be pardonable, prospecting for a faith, and 
its unconscious prayer was answered by the advent of 
Christianity. 

The world was thus ready for Christianity ; it was waiting The 
for the heralds of the Cross. But the heralds were tardy in 
appearing. While their Lord was with them, the Apostles cf. Mt. xv 
had continually grieved Him by their slowness of heart and xvi. 7 -ii, 
their iraperviousness to the ideals of His Kingdom ; and much 
of their dulness remained after His departure despite thexviii. 34; 
illumination of the Holy Spirit. It is not a little remark- 
able that for some four years they tarried in Judsea in 
apparent obhviousness of His farewell charge that they should 
‘ go and make disciples of all the nations ’ ; and it was only 
the stem compulsion of a fierce persecution that drove them 
abroad. They were not indeed without excuse. The Lord 
had bidden them ‘ begin from Jerusalem,’ and it w'as needful Lk. xxiv. 
that the Church should be securely established at the centre 
ere she extended her borders.® But the atuation presented 
a graver aspect. The Apostles were not only slow' in girding 
themselves to their mission but they entertained a poor 
conception of the message which had been entrusted to them. 

When the persecution was over, Peter went forth on a mission, cf. Ac. 

. . . ix. ',32-xi*, 

* Cf. Jos. Ant XIV* vii 2 ; Di BeH. Jud, viu iii. 3. 

® (bI B€hp (cf. Ac. x, 2, 22.;-;xin. 16, 26) ; rh' . 

fcf. xviiL 7) or simply oi (cf, xiii. 50 ; xvii 4, 17). 

® Their procrastination was jnstified in after days by a legend, ascribed to 
St. Peter, that the Lord had charged them'- 'to..'' remain for twelve years at 
Jerusalem. Cf. Clem. Alex. Sirem. m, v. 43 : mri eii t^p 

liil Tis Eus. M* E* v.' iS. 
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but it was confined within narrow limits. He never passed 
beyond the confines of Palesstine. His farthest reach was the 
Plain of Sharon with its cities of Lydda, Joppa, and Caesarea ; 
and it appears that he addressed himself exclusively to Jews, 
nor would he ever have thought of preaching to Gentiles had 
he not received an appeal from Cornelius the centurion of 
Ctesarea. And Cornelius was not a mere Gentile. He was 
one of the ‘ God-fearing.' Yet Peter’s action in receiving 
him and his friends into Christian fellowship and administer- 
ing to them the Sacrament of Baptism was challenged on his 
return to Jerusalem by a party of extremists.’^ His offence 
in their eyes was not that he had admitted Gentiles into 
the Church, but that he had admitted them nncircumcised. 
The Mosaic Law, they maintained, was permanently obligatory 
and its observance was necessarj* to salvation. 

The thought of those ‘ champions of circumcision ’ was that 
Christianity was simply Judaism plus the confession of Jesus 
as the Christ, the promised Messiah ; and had they previiiled, 
the Church would have degenerated into a mere Jewish sect. 
She would never have realised her universal mission or grasped 
her providential opportunities. The hope of the world lay 
in her emancipation from the past ; and the mercy of God 
did not fail her in that perilous crisis. Out of the very heart 
of Judaism came a man of large vision and courageous spirit 
who broke her fetters and led her fortli on lier world-wide 
enterprise. And the story of the man and the deliw.ranrc 
which he wrought is now our high theme. 

^ el (K rtfiirtniit (xi. 2; cf. Gal. ii. la), ‘the champions of ciicumcision,’ 
more precisely defined as nra rdv dtri rfis aipiecus rUr rtwiiTTevxiret 

(xr. 5 ). 
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SAUL OF TARSUS 

‘ i will bring the blind by a way that tliey know not ; in paths 
that they know not will I lead them : I will make darkness light 
before them, and crooked places straight.’ 


FropMt 




HIS EARLY YEARS 


‘ He was makin’ himsell a’ the time ; but he didna ken maybe what he 
was about till years had passed.’ — L ockhart, Lije of Scoit, chap. vii. 

Tarsus was pronounced by the greatest of her sons ‘ no undis- Tarsus, 
tinguished city/ and she merited the encomium.^ She was the Ac. xxi. 39, 
metropolis of Cilicia and the western capital, as Antioch was 
the eastern, of the rmited Province of Syria-Cilicia. Her origin 
is lost in the mist of antiquity. According to the mytholo- 
gists, she had been founded by Triptolemus during the wander- 
ings of the Argives in quest of lo, and her name was derived 
from the wing (tarsos) of Pegasus which had fallen there.® 

She stood, however, in no need of legendary glorification. 

She owed much to her natural situation, standing as she did Her 
on a fair plain, bounded northw’ard by the long range 
Taurus and eastward by the ridge of Amanus. This spacious 
champaign was blessed with luxuriant fertility, albeit it 
bore one serious disadvantage inasmuch as it was subject to 
visitations of malaria by reason of its marshes and the sultri- 
ness of its climate. Across it flowed the river Cydnus which, 
issuing from the Taurus and pouring its rapid tide through 
a deep gorge, emerged close to the city and passed through 
her midst, occasioning an ill-natured jest wMch likened the 
citizens to water-fowl squatted by the stream.® Since Tarsus 
was only three-quarters of a mile from the sea, the course 
of the Cydnus was very short ; yet its stream was navigable, 
as was proved on one memorable occaaon when it floated 
the gorgeous galley of Cleopatra on her coming from Egypt 
to Antony’s camp in Cilicia.^ Its waters, cold from the heart 
of the mountain, were accounted efficacious for the relief of 

Cf. Strabo, 673-5. - 

• Philostr. Ajmll. Tyan. i. 7. 

* Piut. Ant. xxvi. Cf. Shakespeare’s magnificent de-scription in Ant. and 
Clte^. n. ii. I9S-323. 
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swellings of the joints and gouty affections in both men and 
cattle. 

At the beginning of the Christian era Tarsus was at tlie 
height at once of her prosperity and of her fame. The fonner 
was derived partly from the ferlilit}' of the iieighiinnring 
country and still more from the lucrative conimenai which 
she conducted through her port of Riiegma at the river-mouth. 
And she enjoyed a yet nobler celebrity. She was at that period 
the world’s principal seat of leanring. ‘ So deeply,’ writes the 
geographer Strabo, ‘ are the people there imbued with zeal ' 
for philosophy that they have surpassed Athens and Alex- 
andria and every other place that can be mentioned.’ And 
sire possessed this proud distinction which Alexandria alone 
shared — that her savants were all natives. Students flocked 
to her schools from other lands, but she had no need of alien 
teachers. On the contrary, she had iro room for the multi- 
tude of her learned sons, and she sent them abroad to en- 
lighten the world. ‘ Rome especially can leam the multi- 
tude of the city’s savants ; for she is full of Tarsians and 
Alexandrians.’ 

This claim is demonstrated by the goodly array of her sons 
who had attained eminence in every field of intellectual 
activity. These included the Stoic plrilosophers Anti pater, 
Archedamus, Nestor, Athenodorus Cordulio, Cato’s teacher, 
and Athenodorus the son of Sandon and the teacher of the 
Emperor Augustus ; also Nestor the Academic, the teacher 
of Marcellus, the son of Augustus’ sister Octa\'ia, and other 
philosophers ; grammarians, too, like Artemidorus and 
Diodorus; and poets, like Dionysius the tragedian.^ The 
neighbouring seaport of Soli, though unenviably immortal- 
ised by the term ‘ solecism,’ ^ nevertheless produced not only 
Chrysippus, the Stoic philosopher, whose father, a native of 
Tarsus, had migrated thither, but the comic poet Philemon 
and the natural philosopher Aratus.® It is a mere inadvert- 
ence when Browiring styles Aratus ‘ a native of Tarsus ’ ; * 
but doubtless Aratus, and Chrysippus and Philemon too, 
would be educated there. And so was another of less happy 

* There was a scho^'t of tragedy known as ‘the Tarsian’ { 0 ic^. Laert. 

tv. S8). 

^ Diog. Laert. i. 51. * Strabo, 671. * Clem, prefatory note. 
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faMe — Apolloniiis of Tyana,^ At the age ol fourteen his 
father brought Mm to Tarsus from his home in Cappadocia to 
sti dy under the rhetorician Euthydemus, and it is perhaps 
BO reproacii to the city that his experience there dissatisfied 
tiie future cliarlatarL His complaint, curiously enough, was 
that the atmosphere of Tarsus was unfavouraMe to the study 
of philosophy, inasmuch as her people were luxurious and 
dissolute with an unpleasant propensity to scofling and insol- 
ence. It is indeed probable that neither charge was ground- 
less ; for Tarsus was a wealthy city, and where thei'e is w'ealtli 
there is apt to be luxury, and the citizens of the neighbouring 
capital of Syrian Antioch were notorious for their scurrilous 
wit.^ Nevertheless the fact remains that Tarsus was a 
brilliant city ; and if it be true that his city's reputation is 
the first condition of a man's happiness,® it was no small 
advantage to be born and nurtured in her midst. 

But Tarsus had another son greater than ail these. There The 
were inaiij?' Jews in Cilicia, so many that they had a synagogiie^ouai;''^’ 
at Jerusalem where they worshipped when they visited tlieAc. vi. 9. 
Holy City not only to celebrate the Feasts but to prosecute 
their mercantile enterprises. The chief community of those 
Hellenists would naturally have its home in the busy capi- 
tal, and it included one household of repute. The father is His father 
imlcnown. His very name is unrecorded, and only a fev' 
hints of his character and career remain. These, however, 
are peculiarly suggestive. It appears from a confused and ' 
precarious tradition that he was a late arrival at Tarsus. 

He was a native of Gischala in northern Galilee, and he had A native of 
been driven from his home by civil commotion, perhaps the 
wild insurrection which ensued upon the death of Herod the cf. Ac. 
Great in 4 b.c. and brought the avenging sword of Varus into 
Galilee.^ He escaped across the northern frontier with his 
wife and child, and found an asylum at Tarsus.® 

^ rhiloslr. Jpoii. 7 yan. i. 7 ; cL VL..34. ^ Cf.'p. 67. 

® A saying ascribed to Euripides-; ' rpwroa' 7^ 

w6\tv (vdoKifiop i'Blnt Demos/k, L %),' 

* Cf. Schiirer, 1, ii. pp. 4!. ' 

^ Tl'ili txadilion is preseiTed by:St..Jerome. . Cf.. C<2/a/, S€ripi, Eu'i^ [xmAet, 

Fmhs : 'De tribu Beiijanim et-, oppido Jadseae Glschalis ' fait, quo » . 

Bomanis capto cam parentibus suis Tarsum; Cilicia' commigravit, a quibus oh 
stadia legis missus Hierosolymam 'a ;GamalieIe..,viro'. doctissimo eraditus est/ 
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AjRoman It- appears from the education which he was able to give 
ritizin. jj'g gQjj jjg ^as, if not wealthy, at least well provided ; 

and he occupied an honourable station, since he possessed 
Ac,xxii.28. the hereditary distinction of the Roman citizenship. This 
was no empty adornment, inasmuch as it conferred the two- 
Ao. xvi. 37, fold privilege of exemption from the degrading punishments 
ll'asT’ of scourging and crucifixion, and the right of appeal to the 
XXV. 10-12. Eniperor’s tiibunal. It was originally designed as a recog- 
nition of conspicuous merit ; ^ but more and more under the 
imperial regime it might be obtained by purchase, and thus its * 
lustre was tarnished.^ A devout Jew, even had he possessed 
the means, would hardly have stooped to corruption ; yet 
it is unlikely that one who had merited the distinction should 
have needed to flee into exile. He had probably inherited 
it ; and it is a reasonable surmise that his father or grand- 
father had been one of the Jews whom Pompey had carried 
captive to Rome in B.c. 63, and there sold into slavery.® 
Philo relates * that they were subsequently emancipated and 
invested with the Roman citizenship; and many of them 
returned to their native land. 

A true , He possessed, however, a still more honourable distinction 
Rom.'*xi.' i; bequeathed a still more precious heritage. He was an 
Israelite of blameless lineage. He was a son of Benjamin, 
( 3 en. xiix'. that martial tribe which, little as it was, had borne itself so 
V. gallantly on tlie battlefields of old. And he represented the 
Hos. V. 8 ), noblest type of Jewish piety. He w'as a zealous adherent of 
the sect of the Pharisees which, despite too frequent intoler- 

Comment » on Philem. 23: * Talem fabulam accepimus. Aiunt parentes Apostoli 
Pauli de Gyscalis regione fuisse Judaea, et eos cum tota pro\T*ncia Romana 
vastaretur manu et dispergerentur in orbe Judaei, in Tarsum urbem Cilicia fuisse 
translates, parentum conditionem adulescentulum Paulum secutum.’ There are 
here two errors : (i) Paul is said to have been born at Gischala^ whereas on his 
own testimony (Ac. xxii. 3) he was born at Tarsus ; (2) the gross anachronism of 
assigning the capture of Gischak and the flight apparently to the final death- 
struggle with Rome in a.d. 70. It would perhaps be unfair to ascribe the^e 
glaring inaccuracies to St. Jerome’s habitual carelessness, lie wrote during his 
long residence at Bethlehem (a.d. 386-420), and here, professedly, he Is merely 
quoting the local badition {ialem fabulam arcepimui). It natural that the 
Palestinians should desire to make out, that the great Apostle was their country- 
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ance and traditionalism, comprehended most that was godly 
and all that was patriotic in the later Judaism. He was a 
devout Jew. and in the city of his exile he was true to his 
lathers’ God and the traditions of their faith. 

His wife was like-minded. They had at least two cliildren. Hk wife. 
One was a daughter ; and, if it be permissible to suppose that 
she was the child whom they carried with them in their flight 
from Gischala, she was the elder. And they had also a son. Thdrson 
They called him Saul, that ancient Benjamite name ; and f sin. i*. 

' since it signifies ‘ asked for,’ it may perhaps be inferred that “• 
he W’as their only son and was granted them after long desire. 

Like Samuel he was the child of many prayers ; and ere } Sam. 
his birth his mother had consecrated him to the service ofaJ i. jg. 
God.^ It was the fashion in those days for a Jew to be called 
by twu names — a Jewdsh name, which he bore among his own 
people, and another w'hich he bore in his intercourse with the 
Gentile world.® Sometimes the latter was a translation of 
the Jewish name, like Didymus, which is the Greek of Thomas, xL i 6 ; 
‘ the Twin,’ or Dorcas, which is the Greek of Tabitha, ‘ a 
Gazelle ’ ; sometimes it was quite distinct, like Mark, the Ac. xii. is, 
Latin surname of John the cousin of Barnabas, though®^’ 
generally it had some resemblance in sound, like the Latin Ac. 1^23; 
Justus sumaming Joseph and J^us. And thus those godly 
Jewish parents called their child Saul, and gave him also the 
Latin name of Paul, perhaps merely because of the assonance, HisOentii# 
but it may be because the ancestor who had bequeathed them Paai ° 
the Roman citizenship, had been a freedman of the jEmilian 
house, where the cognomen of Paulus was common.® 

^ d 4 >opi^€iu {Gal, L 15), ‘separate® in the sense of ‘set apart/ ‘consecrate/ 

, CL Ac, xiii. 2. ■ 

* Cf. Ligbtfoot, Jlor, Hehr, p, 883 (on i Cor. i, i). 

** Two other explanations of the double name have been suggested, (i) Since 
he is called Saul in Acts until bis rencontre at Paphos before Sergius Paiilus 
(xiii. 9),, it has been supposed that he adopted the name of his distinguished con- 
verty as Scipio after his conquest of Africa \N’as styled ‘ Africanus ® and Metelius 
after his conquest of Crete ‘Creticus® (Ilieronym. Script, JSccL ; Comment, on 
Phm. i). So Aug. Cmpess. vin. 4, and in modern times Beng», Baur, Rfey. 

But ilie phrase SavXos d ml Ilai/Xoj, ‘ Saul who is also Paul/ implies that he bad 
borne the name all along. Had be only now assumed it, Luke m^ould have 
written ‘Saul who was thenceforth rdrt') Paul/ (2) means ‘little/ 

and Augustine {Serm, cclxxix. 5 ; I>e Spir. et Litt 12) supposes that the Apostle 
assuined it »s ‘ a name of humility ’ (cf. i Cor. xv. 9). Perhaps he might rather 
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It was apparently in the year A.n. i that Saul was hom,^ 
and he was thus some five years younger than our Blessed 
Lord.® Since that reference to her pious dedication of her 
child is the sole mention which is made of his mothfu. it would 
seem that she died soon after his birth and he never knew iu*i-. 
But her gracious ambition was not frustrated. It was sli.irtcl 
by her husband, and he devoted the child to the hoiiuiinil>le 
career of a Rabbi, ' a teacher of Israel,’ and ordered his edu- 
cation to this end. He would faithfully perform liis own port 
at the outset in obedience to that injunction which ranks as 
the eleventh of the six hundred and thirteen connnnndments 
of the Law in Maimonides’ Book of the Precepts : ‘ These words 
which I command thee this day, shall be upon thine heart : 
and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy cluidren, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest dowm, and when 
thou risest up.’ 

At the age of six or seven ® the cliild would be sent to the 
elementary school. Tliis was connected with the local 
synagogue, and since the manual of instruction was the Book 
of the Law, it was known as ‘ the House of the Book.’ * The 
Aramaic vernacular would be the language of his home, and 
he spoke it in after days as freely as a native of Pale.stine ; 
and he would learn also the ancient Hebrew, the original 
language of the Sacred Scriptures. But Greek was the 
language of a Hellenistic community, and it was the Septua- 
gint version of the Scriptures that the Jews of Tarsus em- 
ployed.® It was the child’s lesson-book, and his lifelong 
familiarity with it is evidenced by his practice of quoting 
from it in after years.® , For the first three or four years the 

have regarded it as a nickname bestowed on the Apostle by the scurrilous 
Antiochenes (cf. p. 67) during his sojourn among them. The fact is that KiUi 
names were given him at his birth, and he dropped his Jewish and went i.y his 
Gentile name when he entered on his ministry as the Apostle of the Gentiles. 

* Cf. Append. I. 

* Cf. The Days of Hi’s flesh, pp. lif. 

* Cf. Scliiirer, n. ii. p. 49. 

* nsEin n'a. 

* Cf. Schurer, il. ii, pp. 2S5 ff. ; Swete, Inltoi. ie O. T. in Creei, db. 

369-80. " 

‘ Cf. Swete, ibid., pp. 389 ff., 400 ff. 
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scholars in the House of the Book; were instructed in the 
nidimeiits ; and then, at the age of ten, they were engaged 
in learning the Law/ and by reason of the scarcity of books 
ill those daj*s when they were transcribed by hand and the diffi- 
culty of manipulating the cumbrous rolls, the method was, as 
it still is in the unchanging East/ oral repetition {mishnah). 

The teaclier read out each sentence, and the pupils recited 
it in chorus until they had it committed to memory. It 
was an effective method. One inestimable advantage of it 
was that every Jew*s mind was stored with Holy Writ, and 
the inaccessibility of the sacred volume thus mattered less. 

' From the dawn of understanding/ says the Jewdsli historian/ 

* we learn , the laws by, heart and have them, as it were, en- ' 
graved on our souls.' It involved, however, obvious dis- 
advantages, not the least being that a Jewish writer was apt 
to trust to his memory ; and this is the main reason of the 
general laxity and frequent inaccuracy of New Testament 
cpiotations from the Old Testament. 

The education of a Jewish child was thus essentially re- oeek 
ligious. And it was exclusively Jewish. The Sacred Law 
was the text-book, and heathen literature was ignored. In- 
deed it was execrated by the more rigid Pharisees. They 
had a saying : ' Cursed be he who feeds swine : and cursed 
be he who teaches his son Greek literature ' ; ^ and it is related 
of R. Judah the Holy that, being asked when a man should 
tea.ch his son Greek literature, he replied : ' At an hour Vv-hic:h 
belongs neither to the day. .nor to the night,' since it was 
written : *’ His delight is in the Law. of the Lord ; , and in His Ps. i. % 
Law doth he meditate day and night.' This, however,, was 
an extreme attitude ; and though Saul was educated ' after Ac. XX vi. 5, 
the strictest sect of the Jewish religion,' it is hardly lilvely 
that he was indoctrinated with so ungenerous a sentiment. 

^ The curriculum of a child’s education from its commenceriicnl in the home 
until manhood was thus defined \\ 21. appendix) : W\t five years old he 

comes to the reading of Scripiiire, at tea to misknak^ at thirteen to the practice of 
the commands, at fifteen to (doctrine), at eighteen to marriage/ CL 

Schiirer, II. iL p. 52,' ■, 

® Of. Walter Tyudale, Afi ArU'si in Egypt ^ p. 107. 

® Jos. Cmtm ApicH.^ n. iS. 

^ CL j. ih Otiho, Ms/, Doc/, Misn, pp. 68 E 

* Cf. Wetstcinon Ac, vL i. 
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His father was indeed a faithful Jew, but he was also a Roman 
citizen ; and even had he desired it, the intellectual isolation 

which was practicable at Jerusalem was impossible at Tarsus. 
He would not educate his son in Greek literature but the 
atmosphere which he breathed would colour thejad^s mind ; 
and since he spoke Greek, there w^as no linguistic barrier. He 

Ac vii a. ^ been instructed in all the wisdom of the 

• Greeks, as Moses was in that of the Egyptians ; but in after 

ays he exiiibited in his writings a flavour especially of the 

btoic philosophy, 1 and he could on occasion, as he proved in 
to^eech before the Court of the Areiopagos, employ the in- 

Greek hteiature. He could quote to good purpose from the 
pMosophers and the poets-his feUow-countryman Aratus, 
the philosophic poetEpimenides,and the comedian Menander * 
,nn his thirteenth year a Jewish boy became ' a 

' Kf « H ‘=o«^™andment.’ 3 His childhood was over, and he 
left the House of the Book and began his preparation for wT 
proper life-work. Saul had been devoted first by Ifis parente’ 

of a Rabbi, but he did not immediately address himself to 

h5irv?ct“TR*b^"%‘^ pathway to that 

exicted no fees anf gratuitous. He 

exacted no fees, and, hke the ancient judges, received no 

J Cf. his use of Stoic terms like aMpKeia. <2 Cor. ix g- t T!™, • ci 

(Phil. iv. II). .r„wia,«s (Rom. il i, k i xii. e ’t n •• ”• 

I*j etc.). • *’ S ; t Cor. viii. 7, 10, 

(cf. Moultou, R-del Harris 

^me passage belongs the hexanSter Kp£ «1 <PeO<Trai 
dpy«l (Tit. i. 12). (3) roSyipKaly 4 ^osi^^. o ZZ ^ ’ y>“rr 4 pe, 

tht Pktsmmma oi Aratus, Cf Theonh % f i ^ hexameter from 

where the beautiful p~ fe Sld'af if ® 

<i^^ipov(ti,i!e 7 ,xpwTiipAUuKaZi(l Cor xv f '"’"“-''e’’ 

(CommexL on Gal. iv. 24), to the Thais Zi according to Jerome 
10) ascribes it to Euripide^ Mefa?r f Soholasticus (iii. 

There is here a conlc^e 

« ‘non-Iiterarj-,’ belonging ■'^P«sUe 

‘Scisse autem Paulum, licet non !dSrfectam I tern ’ 

auto. ... Ex quibus et aliis evidens^est PauTum X ■ 

Cf. The Days «f Bis Fltsh, pp. ai f. ° ignorassc Iiteras sseoulare*.' 
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gifts. His ministiy was his reward, his disciples were his 
crown, ‘ He,’ said R. Hilld, ‘ who serves himself with the crown 
of the Law perishes.’ * Make not thy disciples,’ said R. 

Zadok, ‘ a crown, to win glory by them ; nor an axe, to live 
by them.’^ Hence it was necessary for a Rabbi to earn his 
livelihood, and he not only ‘ laboured in the Law ’ but en- 
gaged in some trade. R. Joseph was a miller ; R. Oschaja 
and R. Chanina were shoemakers ; R. Abba, R. Chanan, and 
R. Judah were taiiois; another R. Judah w^as a baker and 
a third a perfumer ; R. Meir, R. Nahum, and R. Nathan were 
clerks ; R. Jochanan was a sandal-maker ; R. Isaac was a 
smith ; R. Nehemiah was a potter ; R. Abin was a carpenter.® 

Nor was a Rabbi’s craft, however menial, reckoned a degrada-’ 
tion ; for. unlike the Greeks and Romans who accounted all 
trades ignoble and relegated them to slaves, the Jews esteemed 
honest work a sacred obligation. ‘ Love work,’ said R. 
Shemaiah ; and it was a maxim that one who did not teach 
his son a trade taught him robbery. 'Excellent,' said R. 
Gamaliel, the son of R. Judah ha-Nasi, ‘ is the study of the 
Law together with worldly business, for the practice of them 
both puts iniquity out of remembrance ; and all Law without 
work must fail at length, and occasion iniquity.’ It W'as a 
noble ideal, yet it tended to abuse. It was a temptation for 
a Rabbi to become engrossed in his worldly business to the 
neglect of his sacred vocation ; and the great masters were 
insistent in their w’amings. ‘ No one,' said R. Hillel, ‘ that 
has much traffic is wise.’ ‘ Have little business,’ said R. Meir, 

' and be busied in the Law.’ ® Nor were there lacking Rabbis cf. Mk. 
who shamed their high office by covetous and rapacious S t” ,'47 
exaction. 

Since Saul must earn his livelihood in after years, he wasTeny 
put to a trade when his schooldays were over. It was the“‘‘''‘"*’ 
craft of tent-making ; and this was a natural choice, since it 
was a thriving industry at Tarsus. Cilicia abounded in goats, 
and their hair was woven into a stout fabric, called cilicium, 
which served for tent-curtains.* 

^ Taylor, Sayings qf the Fathet's^ i, ' 

# CL Delitzfjch, Jmmsk Arlisan.,Life^ \. 

^ Taylor, ut snpra^ I. il ; U. ; IV. , 14. 

« Fiin. H, VL 32, CL-SohUrer/ii.' i. p/ 44« ,: 
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' interpretation,’ the investigation of the sacred text ; and 
this comprehended halachah and haggadah. Halachdh was 
the systematisation of the precepts of the Law, the definition, 
application, and reconciliation of the legal code ; and it 
issxied in a vast complexity of casuistical distinctions and 
vexatious restrictions. Haggadah, on the other hand, dealt 
with the historical and didactic portions of the Scriptures, 
elaborating and elucidating them by the aid of parable and 
legend. It pursued the method of allegorical exegesis, re- 
cognising in Scripture a fourfold meaning, denoted by the 
consonants of the word ' Paradise ’ ; peshat, the simple or 
literal meaning ; remaz, the suggested meaning ; derush, the 
meaning evolved by investigation ; and sod, the mystic 
meaning.^ 

The Rabbinical theology was always subtle and often Saui's 
fantastic ; and Saul’s training in the House of Interpretation 
at Jerusalem left an abiding imprint on his mind. He 
handled the Scriptures after the Rabbinical fashion, and 
instances abound in his writings. Thus his idea of the i Cor. x. 
smitten rock which followed the Israelites in their wilderness 
wanderings is a haggadic midrash ; while its application to 
Christ and his sacramental interpretation of their immersion 
in the Red Sea and their overshadowing by the cloud and 
their eating of the manna are examples of Rabbinical 
allegorising. So also is his intei-pretation of Sarah and GaL iv. ai. 
Hagar, the free woman and the bond, and their children. 3 *- 
Again, his linguistically impossible argumentation that since 
the promise to Abraham speaks of his ‘seed’ and not hisiu. 16. 

‘ seeds,’ it refers not to his descendants, the Jewish people, 
but to Christ, is a characteristic example of Rabbinical 
dialectic, precisely similar to the argument that, since in the 
Lord’s remonstrance with Cain : ‘ the voice of thy brother’s Gen. iv. 10, 
blood crieth unto me from the ground,’ the word ‘ blood ’ 
is in Hebrew plural, the meaning is that in slaying Abel Cain 
had slain not only him but all his posterity.^ And thus in 
that argument with his Judaising converts of Galatia the 

* Cf. Schurer, II. i. pp. 306 ff. j Robertsoa Smith, 0 . T, in Jewish Church, 
in. (from ‘go’) is properly ‘method,’ ‘rule’ directing one’s going. 

min is ‘narrative,’ ‘legend.’ 

'TV'* . 

t MisL Smkedug i?* 5. 
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Apostle, perhaps consciously, turned the weapons of his 
Judaistic adversaries against themselves. 

There was, however, a still deeper impression which his 
training in the House of Interpretation left on the mind of 
Saul. The glory of the College at that period was the 
celebrated Rabbi Gamaliel the Elder. He was a grandson 
of Hillel the Great, who had been distinguished by the 
gentleness of his disposition and the liberality of his senti- 
ments, presenting herein a marked contrast to his stern and 
rigid colleague, the Rabbi Shammai. ‘ A man,’ it is written 
in the Talmud, ‘ should be gentle like Hillel, and not irritable 
like Shammai ’ ; and it is related by w’ay of illustration that 
three Gentiles once visited the two Rabbis successively to 
discuss the Jewish faith, and afterwards they said : ‘ The 
irritability of Shammai sought to drive us from the world : 
the gentleness of Hillel brought us nigh under the wings of 
the Shekinah.’ ^ 

Gamaliel was Hillel’s kinsman no less after the spirit than 
after the flesh. He appears only once in the New' Testament, 
and his behaviour on that occasion reveals his character. 
The Sanhedrin had arraigned the Apostles and was minded 
to put them to death ; but Gamaliel interposed. ' Refrain 
from these men,’ he pleaded, ‘ and let them alone ; for if 
this counsel or this work be of men, it will be overthrown ; 
but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. 
Perhaps you may be found even to be fighting against God.’ 
It is not surprising that the idea should have arisen that 
he was actually a Christian,® though this is a mere fable bom 
of his truly Christian spirit. The legitimacy of studying 
Greek literature was one of the articles of controversy be- 
tween the schools of Hillel and Shammai, and Gamaliel 
maintained the liberal attitude. His son, the Rabbi Simon, 
is reported to have said that of the thousand young men 
who had studied in the House of Interpretation at Jerusalem 
in his father’s time, no fewer than one half had learned 
Greek wisdom.® 

Bitterly as he was regarded by the narrower sort of 

* Taylor, I. 16, n. 33. 

^ Of. Mpist&la Lu€mm m Works of Augtastine, Tli, (Mifuel 

* Ci Wetstein on Ac. vi, h 
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Pharisees in hia day, Gamaliel enjoyed the popular esteem. 

H« was one of four Doctors of the Law who were accorded 
the honourable title of Rabban.^ And his memory was 
cherished and revered in after generations. A saying was 
I'urrent that ‘ from the day when Rabban Gamaliel the 
Elder died, the glory of the Law ceased, and purity and 
abstinence died.’ ^ 

It w'as no small advantage to Saul that during the most His influ- 
impressionable period of his life he should have been sub- |a5.°" 
jected to the gracious influence of this vn&e and large-hearted 
teacher ; and in after years he gratefully acknowledged how Ac. xxii, 3. 
much he owed to his ' education at the feet of Gamaliel.' 

The profit, however, did not immediately appear.® A dark 
e.xperience of moral and spiritual conflict lay before the 
young Rabbi ; and in his quest after peace he was betrayed 
into wild excesses of cruel fanaticism. But the lessons which 
he had learned in the House of Interpretation were never 
obliterated from Ms soul, and they played no small part in 
his religious and intellectual emancipation. 

Despite the liberality of Ms sentiments Gamaliel was SauVsKab- 
none the less a Pharisee, devoted to the Law and loyal to mfnSry at 
the national traditions. Under Ms tuition Saul lost notMng 
of Ms early piety, and he left the Rabbinical College with a 
disciplined and furnished mind, well equipped for the office 
of ‘ a teacher of Israel.’ Jerusalem was the chief home of 
Rabbinical wisdom, but there were Rabbis not only in the cr. Lk.v. 
provinces of the Holy Land but in the great Hellenistic 
communities. It is proved by inscriptions that there were 
Rabbis at Rome,* and there would be Rabbis also at Tarsus. 

It appears that Ms native city remained Saul’s home imtil he cf. oai. i. 
broke with his old associations and entered on his career as a “ ’ *'■ 

Christian Apostle ; and it is probable that he betook Mmself 
thither on the completion of Ms college course, and exercised 
his ministry in the synagogue which had been the spiritual 
home of his childhood, plying at the same time his craft of 
tent-making. 

^ Cf* ScbtiTer, ii. i. p. 316. , * Taylor, sujbm^ i. 17, n. 35. 

® Hence Renan and others have regarded, the connection between Gamaliel and 
Saul as a Lwcan fiction. 

* Cf. Schiirer, a. i. pp. 3x4, 319* 
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Ihere is no explicit record of his employments during this 
period ; but one event it seems necessary to assume, nor is 
his own testimony lacking. Among the Jews eighteen was 
the proper age for marriage ; ^ and marriage ■svas accounted 
a sacred obligation. Its neglect was deemed at once a 
calamity and a crime. To go childless meant not only tliat, 

"^nae was blotted out of Israel,’ 2 
x^ii. i8™‘ t>ut that he slew his posterity and thus ‘lessened the image 
of God.’ 3 Hence marriage was a religious ordinance; and 
me two hundred and thirteenth commandment in The 
Book of the Precepts is ‘ to have a wife in purity ’ in obedi- 
Gen. i. ence to the Scripture, ‘ Be fruitful and multiply wherefore 
Maimonides affirmed that if a man passed the age of twentv 
without marrying, unless it were that he might absolutely 
devote himself to the study of the Law, he transgressed 'a 
positive commandment.^ It seems likely that Saul, a 
devout Jew and a strict Pharisee, would marry in due 
course; and the inference is confirmed by the fact that he 
was subsequently enrolled in the high court of the Sanhedrin 
memorable occasion participated in its 
judicial procedure. For it was required, among* the ciualifi- 
tations of a Sanhednst, thqt he should be not only a married 
man but a father, inasmuch as one who was softened bv 
mente®^ disposed to mercy in his Judg^ 

It would thus appear that Saul not only married duly but 
had issue ; and the .-presumption is borne out by his own 
CfrCor S true that in the days of his apostolic 

ctt cor. activities he would seem, on his own testimony, to have had 
no mie ; and while recognising the legitimacy of marriage 
cf xc J Md It prudent, in view of the difficulties which then 
beset the Christians, that they should foUow his example 

-i „ ’ on"; 00.“'“ 

* Cf. SA,m. AW. Ixxiii. I : ‘These four are reckoned as deari-th-' hii„.I U, 

leper tire poor, and the childless.* Lightfoot on Lk. ix 6o ' ‘ ’ 

* Cf. Lightfoot on I Cor. vii. 6. 

‘ SmA*d. xxxvi. 2. Cf. Selden, Dt n. vii. f. 
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and shun domestic responsibilities and embarrassments. It 
does not follow, however, that he had never been married ; 
for his counsel to widows and widowers is that they should 
remain so, as he had done,i and this is an express declaration 
of his condition. He had married after the Jewish fashion, 
but his wife was now deceased, and so also was her child, 
and he had resolved to remain a widower. It is significant 
that one so affectionate should have maintained an almost 
unbroken silence regarding this mournful chapter of his life- 
story ; and in view of the sternness of his attitude toward 
women it would seem as though there were here a hidden 
tragedy and a bitter memory.® 

Those meagre and somewhat precarious suggestions con- 
stitute the sole surviving record of Saul’s Rabbinical career 
at Tarsus. It was a period of some fifteen years, and it is 
no less obscure than the silent years which our Lord passed 
at Nazareth betwixt His visit to the House of Interpretation 
at Jerusalem in a.d. S, and His manifestation unto Israel in 
A.D. 26. In truth, however, nothing vital is lost ; for his 
real biography during those years is not the record of his 
outward life, but his inward experience, the working of his 
mind and soul. And this is plainly evident. He was a 

* His words are rm dydfiois ml rah ‘to widowers and widows.* 

The ilimse. {mduus) was very rare, and its place was supplied by dyaf.im. 

llie latter term signified ‘unmarried/ and denoted either one whose partner was 
lost (cf. vers. I'l, 34) or one who had never been married. The former is 
certainly its ' meaning here. . Cf. ' Euth. Zig. ; ‘ dydfiom * yap oil rof?? irapdipms 
iP 7 av 0 d dXXd roH aTo^ahSpraf 67 r<t}crBywore-TGL^ yajiierds. ml tovto dffkop dvB 

rm * di Tovrm The '.Apostle- deals first with widowers and 

widows' (vers. S, 9), and then with virgins, male and female (vers. 25-2S). ' There 
.are two traditions on this question. - One affirms that he was married . like the rest 
'q£ the 'Apostles (cf . , Ignatian Epui. ad EhUad. Ivi - Il.i 7 pmr KulUa^Xm.Kal rm 
dTorrdXm.roTs ydfjLms TpofropLiXifi<Tdprm)j but it is ’weakened b5nts appeal to 
the idea (cf. p. 519) that by yp^rie avv^vye (Phil. iv. 3) he means ‘my true .spouse/ 
Cf. Clem. Alex. Sfr&m* ill. vi. 53 ; Eits. If. E. Iii. 30; Orig. In ad 

Rem. Comment. I. i. On the other hand TertuUian {Es Ifew^am. 3) and 
Jerome {Episi. xxii : Jd EustaeMum de CnsMia Virginiiaiis) represent him m 
iimiiarried ; but they were biassed by their celibate ideal. For the same reason 
their opinion prevailed in the mediaeval Church. Cf. Chaucer, Tki Wifi sj 
£aiA'’s .ProkgMf 79 s * f woot wel, that tb* aposte! was a mayde/ 

^ Hence may perhaps have originated the Ebionite slander that the Apostle was 
not a’ Jew at all, but a Gentile who with the desire of marrying a priest’s daughter 
I ecame a proselyte, and when she rejected him, tuinecl against the Law. Cf. 
Epipbim. XXX. 16. 
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Pharisee ; and Pharisaism was in its essence a quest after 
righteousness. The problem was how a man could be 
righteous before God ; and the answer was : By keeping the 
law and fulfilling His commandments. And thus religion 
was a scrupulous observance not merely of the written Law 
of Moses but of the unwritten law of the Scribes, that inter- 
■ minable code of ceremonial regulations and restrictions which 
was known as ‘ the tradition of the Elders.’ 

It wa,s a fatal method, and it issued inevitably either 
in self-righteousness or in despair. Unspiritual men were 
easily satisfied. When they had performed the prescribed 
routine of ablution, fasting, and the like, it seemed to them 
that they had fulfilled God’s requirements ; and they 
boasted their perfect righteousness, like the Rabbi Chanina, 
of whom it is told that he thus challenged the Angel of 
Death : Bring hither the Book of the Law, and see whether 
there be aught written in it which I have not observed ’ 1 
Righteousness was with such an affair of external observance • 
and when they had cleansed the outside of the cup and the 
platter, it seemed to them that aU was well though the 
inside remained foul. The majority were such, and they 
brought reproach on the whole order. There were, however 
Phansees of a nobler spirit. These had a vision of the infinite 
holiness of God and ‘ the plague of their own hearts ’ ;■ and 
ceremomal observances could not satisfy them They 
realised their inward estrangement from God. and yearned « 
for (conciliation. They knew no other way t4n the 
keeping of the Law, and they addressed themselves to it 
with eager zed ; but when they had done all, they remained 
unsatisfied. Like that young Pharisee in the Gospel-story 
they Md performed every requirement of the Law, but they 
were still str^g^ to the peace of God. They had done 
everything which ttey knew, and it was insufficient ; and 
their cry was i What lack I yet ? * 

And so it was with Saul of Tamus. He began his career 
^e list i ^ it to 

tte last without ^sgivmg but for the shock of a stem 
wakemng. In after days he wrote his own spiritual 

^ Cf* Wetstein on Mt xix. m 
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biography, and told the dark yet ble^ed story. ' I had Rom. vii 
never/ he says, ‘recognised sin save through law. For H'”' 
had not known lust had not the Law kept saying : “ Thou 
shalt not lust.” And sin got an outlet through the command- 
ment to work out in me every sort of lust ; for apart from 
law sin is dead. I was alive apart from law once ; but when 
the commandment came, sin sprang into life, while as for 
me, I died ; and the commandment which aimed at life — 

I found it resulted in death. For sin got an outlet through 
the commandment to " deceive ” me and through it to slay 
me.’ Here, with a reticence which evinces the painfulness 
of the confession, the veil is half lifted from a dark episode 
of those unrecorded years. What precisely it may have 
been is unrevealed, and surmise were banal. It is indeed 
likely that it was no serious transgression ; for what might 
pass with most as a peccadillo would torture a conscience so 
sensitive. The confession, however, should not be attenuated. 

In a nature so ardent and impulsive there are ever tragic 
possibilities ; and it is no marvel that his soul should have 
been swept by a gust of passion and defiled by a deed of 
impurity. 

It was the supreme crisis of his life. It discovered to him Redoubled 
‘ the plague of his heart ’ ; and he set himself with redoubled 
devotion to attaining unto righteousness by the only way he 
knew — the Pharisaic method of ceremonial observance, the 
performance of ‘ the works of the Law.’ But his labour 
proved unavailing. He had realised his soul’s alienation 
from God, and external rites never touched the deep-seated 
malady. StiU he entertained as yet no doubt of the efficacy 
of the method, and its failure only inspired him to more 
strenuous endeavour. There was no Jew in Tarsus so ardent, 
no Pharisee so punctilious, no Rabbi so unwearied. Acf. Ac. 
Hellenistic community afforded no adequate arena for hisGai.’j?U 
zeal. The Sacred Capital was his fitting sphere, and in due 
coume his opportunity arrived. 




still persisted in the second century and, on the testimony of 

Tertullian, lingered on into the third.® Nor indeed is either 
the gift or its withdrawal inexplicable. It was a providential 
dispensation. At its first planting Christianity required 
special aids, but once it had taken root, these were no longer 
needed, and it was left to its normal development.® 

The triumphant progress of the Gospel was galling and 
disconcerting to the Jewish rulers. They would gladly have 
taken strong measures with the Apostles and dealt with them 
as they had dealt with the Lord ; and they actually made 
several ineffectual attempts to intimidate them. But they 
were restrained by the same prudential consideration which 
had repeatedly shielded the Lord from their animosity, and 
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had need.’ There was no compulsion. If one chose, he cf. ▼. 4. 
might keep Ms property ; and when the first wave of enthu- 
siasm had subsided, there were believers in Jerusalem who, 
though generous in their hospitality, retained their houses cf. xU. m 
and their wealth. But at the outset communism was the 
prevailing order ; and since men of substance were not 
lacking, their sacrifice afforded abundant provision and 
destitution was unknown. 

It was a noble ideal, and consonant with the spirit of the xheEssene 
Gospel ; yet it was not a Christian invention. Communism 
was en Vair at that period, and it was already practised by 
the Jewish sect of the Essenes.^ The latter abjured private 
property, and each novice surrendered all that he possessed 
to the superintendents of the order to be employed for the 
general good.^® It would seem that the Apostles were here 
inspired by the example of the Essenes ; and though they 
did not withdraw their followers from the world, they 
imitated those holy anchorites in one particular. They in- 
stituted a common table ; and just as the common meal of ‘Xhedaiiy 
the Essenes was sacramental, being prepared by priests and 
preceded by ceremonial ablution, so ‘ the daily ministration ’ 
of the believers was hallowed by a eucharistic celebration, 
either at the commencement® or at the conclusion.* This 
common meal was variously denominated ' the Love-feast,' Cf.jud. ia: 
■' the Reception,’ or ‘ the Ministry of Tables ’ ; ® and it was “srIv? 
a gracious institution. Nevertheless it led to grave abuse, its abase. 
It will appear in due course how it desecrated the Lord’s 
Table among the Gentile converts at Corinth ; ® and it 
tended also to corrupt the Church by alluring into her ranks 
unworthy professors who desired only worldly advantage, 

‘ tMnking that religion was a source of profit.’ ’ It was 

* Cf. pp. 447, 549 ff. 

® Cf. Schiirer, n. ii. pp. 195 ff. Apollonius is said to have inculcated a similar 
system* Cf. Phllostr. VzL ApolL Tyan» iv. 13. 

® Cf. Chrys. In / EpisL ad* Cor* Mom* xxvn. i : i,wapTW 0 daifif 

mera twp mipwpiap iitl mw^p rdvrcs €^xiwp* 

* Didacho^ XO i pterd rd ^^irXrfaBrivat oi/r(05 €i}xapi&T7}ffar€* 

® Cf, Julian (fragment), I.x)cb Class, Libr. ii. p. 338 : Bta Xeyopirm 
oltTots * dydvKi$ * Kal (cf. Ac. vi. a). AposUL 

Cmsiit* n. 2S : ro?* els dydvtp i^oi Sox^p» ws 0 K^pios dtpSpLacre (Lk. xir* 
wpoaipovpipois fcaXeiPt 

® Cf. p. 2^ ® Off Julian, jw/ra, p* 
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probably this scandal that soon discredited the fair ideal 
which wes cherished in the enthusiasm of early days. At 
all events, ere many years had passed, the initial communism 
was largely abandoned, and ‘ the poor saints ' at Jerusalem 
needed the succour of Gentile liberality.^ 
s At the outset, however, ‘ the daily ministration ' was an 
ts institution. It was easily managed at first ; but as the 
numbers multiplied, it grew more and more difficult. And 
the embarrassment became intolerable when a dissension 
arose — the Church’s earliest controversy. She was indeed 
as yet exclusively Jewish, yet she was by no means homo- 
geneous. There were two sections in her ranks. One was 
the Hebrews — the Palestinian Jews, whose pride was that 
they had always breathed the air of the Holy Land and never 
been polluted by contact with heathen soil. And the other 
was the Hellenists,^ those Jews who had settled or been born 
abroad, and had returned to the Holy City that they might 
spend the evening of their lives beneath the shadow of the 
Temple. These had indeed remained passionately loyal 
to their ancestral faith, yet they had generally acquired a 
certain liberality and contracted a Gentile colour of speech 
and manner; and they were consequently suspect in the 
eyes of the narrow Hebrews, and were not unnaturally dis- 
posed to resentment. How keen the jealousy was appears 
from the fact that the Hellenists hailing from the various 
i.9. Gentile cewntries had built synagogues of their own in 
Jerusalem, where they might meet unmolested when they 
visited the Holy City or returned thither to reside, 
t The Church included representatives of both these 
“■ sections of Judaism ; and it is not surprising that, rightly or 
wrongly, a suspicion arose among the Hellenists that their 
destitute widows were unfairly treated in the daily minis- 
tration. And the grievance would, be the more acute since 
A the Hellenists, like Barnabas of Cyprus, were the wealthier, 
and it was their generosity that had mainly provided the 
common good. 

of The administration lay with the Apostles, and the odium 
I, fdl upon them. It was a perilous situation, inimical to the 


Cf. pp. 73 ff. 

I ‘Giedans’ (A.V.), ‘Grecian Jews’ (R.V.), 
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Church’s unity and her continued prosperity ; and they 
promptly and effectively redressed it. They convened a 
general assembly of the Church, and proposed that a board 
of seven should be elected to superintend ‘ the ministry of 
the tables ’ in order that they inight be free to devote them- 
selves to their proper office — ' the ministry of the Word.’ 

The procedure exemplifies the democratic constitution of the 
primitive Church. The Apostles did not issue a decree. They 
submitted a proposal, and it was approved ; and thereafter 
the assembly proceeded to elect its representatives. The 
seven men thus called by the Church and ordained by the 
Apostles were Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Pannenas, and Nicolaus. Seven was a sacred number, but 
it was probably selected for practical reasons. The duties 
demanded so many for their effective dischai'ge ; and doubt- 
less the competing interests were appropriately represented. 

Three would be Hebrews,^ three Hellenists, and the seventh, 
the proselyte Nicolaus, would represent that small though 
by no means insignificant section— the converts from 
heathenism who had passed from the Synagogue into the 
Church. 

Thus originated the order of the Deacons, literally They 
' Ministers,’ who were charged especially with the care of qSS- 
the poor and afflicted and generally with the supervision of 
practical affairs.^ It was indeed a practical office, yet it Cf. i Tim. 
was in no wise secular ; and, like their successors, the seven 
were chosen not alone for their practical wisdom, but for 
their spiritual endowments. Of four of them notlung 
further is recorded, and Nicolaus, though personally blame- 
less, was destined to an unhappy notoriety as the author of 
a mischievous heresy ; ® but they were all men of godly 

^ The fact that all the seven bore Greek names does not imply that none of 
them were Hebrews, since every Jew had a Gentile as well as a Jewish name 
(cL p, 21). 

® The Seven are not indeed expressly designated ‘Deacons’ {dLdKOPoi}, and 
Chrys* supposes that they were appointed for a merely temporary emergency ; but 
the terms oimopla and dtampelp are employed (cf. vers, i, 2, 4), and their appoint™ 
ment was generally recognised in the early Church as the irislituiion of the 
permanent office. Tims Irenceus calls Stephen ‘ the first Deacon ’ (ni, xii 13)# 

‘the first elected to the Deaconship by the Apostles’ (iv. xxvi. i)* 

« Cl p. 526. 
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repute, and two of them attained eminent distinction for 
service to the Kingdom of Heaven beyond the limits of their 
special office. Philip was an effective preacher, insomuch 
that he was known as ‘ the Evangelist.’ And Stephen was 
no less richly endowed with spiritual and intellectual gifts. 
Later tradition, after its wont, reckons him as well as Philip 
among the Seventy Apostles whom our Lord, when setting 
out on His last journey to Jerusalem, ‘sent two and two 
before His face into every city and place whither He Himself 
was about to come ’ ; ^ but this is unlikely, since he was 
evidently a Hellenist and, dwelling remote from the Holy 
Land, he could not have been a companion of the Lord. He 
may, however, have known Him in the days of His flesh, and 
he had at all events drunk deep of His grace. He was elected 
to the Deaconship because he was ‘ a man full of faith and 
the Holy Spirit ’ ; and he had already approved himself in 
‘ the ministry of the Word ’ ere he was called to ‘ the ministry 
of the tables.’ 

It seemed as though he w’ere destined to a high career of 
evangelical enterprise ; but another destiny had been 
ordained for him. He was to glorify the Lord by his death, 
and thus, as it proved, still more effectively advance the 
Kingdom of Heaven. It was the spring of the year a.d. 33,® 
and the paschal celebration had brought the customary 
troops of pilgrims to the Holy City. She was thronged 
with worshippers from near and far, and the Hdlenistic 
synagogues were crowded with strangers. Here Stephen 
found a golden opportunity. Himself a Hellenist, he visited 
the S3magogues, and there presented the Gospel. It would 
have been impossible for each Hellenistic community to 
maintain a separate synagogue at Jerusalem, and so each 
synagogue represented a group of adjacent and sympathetic 
communities. And there were two where Stephen’s argu- 
ments created an especial stir. One was the synagogue of 
the North African Jews from Libya with its capital Cyrene 
and Egypt with its capital Alexandria ; and the other the 
synagogue of the Jews of the Provinces of Asia and Cilicia, 
comprehending probably all the intervening sweep of 

^ Cf.Epiphan. ASw. xx. 4. 

* Cf. Append. I. 
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southern Asia Minor along the Eastern Trade Route.^ It was 
natural that Stephen should encounter keen discusaon in 
these two synagogues ; for in the one there were Jews from 
the brilliant city of Alexandria, men like Apollos, both Ac. xvui. 
learned and eloquent and versed in the Scriptures ; while in 
the other there were Jews not only from Ephesus but from 
Tarsus, which in those days more than rivalled Alexandria's 
fame. 

Among the latter was Saul. He had come to Jerusalem saai his 
for the Passover ; and he would certainly attend the fa'^onist. 
synagogue of the Cilicians and Asians, and hear Stephen’s cf. Ac. ni 
arguments and bear his part in the disputation. It would 
be a sharp encounter, but he found himself overmatched. 

His weapons of Rabbinical dialectic were impotent against 
his antagonist’s wisdom, a wisdom which he had been 
taught by the Holy Spirit. It was a humiliating experience 
for the young Rabbi and his fellows, and it exasperated 
them. Worsted in argument, they would not acknowledge 
the truth. They raised the cry of blasphemy, and proceeded A charge of 
to indict Stephen before the Sanhedrin. Their charge was 
that he had announced the overthrow of the Temple and the 
supersession of the Law ; and they produced witnesses to 
support it. 

It was a repetition of the scene which had been enacted Arraign - 
there just four years preHously, when the Lord was arraigned ™ 
on that self-same charge ; and it is no wonder that Stephen’s 
heart was stirred at the thought. It was remarked and xxvi. 59-61. 

^ Cf. Ac. vi. 9 — a Cf'ux The problem is twofold : I. The 

meaning of Commonly explained as * Freemen ’ {Liheriini)^ 

descendants of Pompey’s Jewish pri.soners (cf. p. 20). Cf. Chrys. : Ai^eprtifoi 5 ^, 
dTrf\€v$ipQi oi^rsa Kal^oQvTai, More probably, however, it is a place- 
name like Kupijvaim and and there was a town Libertura in 

N. Africa which sent a bishop {Episcopus Lihertinemis) to the Synod of Carthage 
in A.0. 411. Cf. Said. : At^epwot* tvaikOk Wetstein regards At^eprlpojy 

m an alternative form of Ai^virrlvwPy and Vers. Armen, reads * Libyans* {cf. 

Ac* li 10). 2. The number of synagogues, (i) Only one, *the Synagogue of 
the Libertines/ comprehending the four subsequent nationalities (Calv,, Beng*), 

(a) ’ Two, * the Synagogue of the Libertines, Cyrenmans, and Alexandrians * and 
*thc Jews of Cilicia and Asia* (Winer-Moulton, p. i6o, n. 3), (3) Five, *the 
Synagogue of the Libertines, that of the Cyrenicans, that of the Alexandrians, 

‘ that of the Cilicians, and that of the Asians (Schiirer, n. ii, p. 57, n* 44), This, 
however* would require the reiteration of in each case. 


42 life; AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 

long remembered that, as he stood before the High Priest, 
his face shone and looked like the face of an angel ^ After 
the charge had been laid and the witnesses had given their 
evidence, the High Priest put the question : ‘ Is this so ? ’ 
and he entered upon his defence with the reverential preface 
which became a loyal Jew in addressing that august court .■ 

' Brethren and fathers, hearken.' 

He began with the first count of the indictment-.his 
alleged statement that ' Jesus the Nazarene would overthrow 
the Holy Place.' He did not deny it ; he justified it by 
demonstrating, in Along resume of the national history, how 
unessential the Temple was. It had been founded ’ late 
and its insufficiency had been proclaimed in the very hour 
of its institution. The birth of the nation dated from the 
call of Abraham nigh two thousand years before, and there 
was no Temple in Abraham’s day. He had been a wanderer, 
and so had all the patriarchs for four centuries. Then in the 
land of bondage Moses was bom. He was ordained of God 
as the deliverer of His people, yet they did not recognise him 
They drove him from their midst, and he betook himself to 
the land of Midian. It was there, not in a Temple but in a 
heathen wilderness, that God appeared to him in the burning 
bush ^d called him to his task. He led the people forth 
from Egypt, and again God appeared to him, not in a 
Temple but m the wilderness of Sinai ; and again they 
turned against Moses and made them a golden calf and 
worshipped it after the manner of the Egyptians Still 
there was no Temple. The Tabernacle was indeed in- 
stituted, and they worshipped in it during their wanderings 
and brought it with them into the Promised Land. But it ' 
was only a temporary institution ; and not till the days of 
SolomoU' some four centuries and a half after their settlement 
m the Promised Land, was the Temple built. Thus for nearly 
a thousand years ferael had been God’s people, and all the 
while she had no Temple ; and when at length the Temple 
was built, God had proclaimed its insufficiency. ‘ The Most 

J “ remarkable, as B!ass observes, that it can be nothina 

dse l^n an accurate report. Philip would hear it, and t.ufce may have had it 
from him at Csesarea twenty-four years later (cf. Ac. xxi. 8). 
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High does not dwell in sanctuariK which hands have made ; 
as the prophet says : 

' The heaven is My throne, ii. i*vi. 

and the earth My foot-stool : 

W'hat manner of house will ye build for Me ? saith the Lord j 
or what is the place of My rest ? 

Did not My hand make all these things ? ’ 

The Sanhedrists had listened complacently to the Angry ii 
historical narrative, and even the references to the unfaith- 
fulness of their fathers had given them no offence ; but that 
quotation indicated whither the argument was tending, 
and they raised a clamour of angry dissent, oblivious that it 
was the Lord’s word that they w'ere reprobating. Their 
unreasoning fury revealed the hopelessness of persuading 
them. It was the same spirit which had animated their 
lathers all down the course of their history. Stephen stood 
unmoved, and when the storm .“iubsided, he told them the 
stern truth. ' " Stiffnecked ” and “ uncircumcised in hearts 
and ears ” ! you are always opposing the Holy Spirit. Your 
fathers did it, so do you. Which of the prophets did 
your fathers persecute ? They killed those who announced 
beftirehand the coming of the Righteous One, and now you 
have proved His betrayers and murderers.’ 

Instantly the Sanhedrin was in an uproar. Stephen had 
dealt thus far only with the first article of the indictment, " 
but he was suffered to proceed no further. The august 
senators forgot their dignity and ' gnashed their teeth at 
hinr ’ like infuriated beasts. Meanwhile he stood with 
upturned face, seeing nothing of their menaces, hearing 
nothing of their clamour ; and a vision of the Unseen broke 
upon him. His surroundings vanished — that circle of angry 
faces and the enclosing walls and roof of the Hall of Hewn 
Stcrtie.^ ‘ Look you ! ’ he exclaimed, ' I behold the heavens 
wiqie opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God ’ — not sitting on His Judgment-seat but standing cf.. 
as though He had started from His Throne to greet His 
Ma^ rtyr and, according to His word, ' receive him unto * 

• Cf. Th$ Days of His Flesh, p. 468. 
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Himself.' 1 This sealed his doom. It seemed to them 
rank blasphemy, and without staying to pronounce sentence 
they rushed at him and, that the Holy City might not be 
deffled with hs impious blood, dragged him through street 
and gate and there outside the city-waU executed on him 
^e blasphemer’s horrible doom 2 by stoning him to death. 
He died with a^prayer on his lips. ' Lord Jesus/ he said 
when the hail of missiles began, ‘ receive my spirit ’ ; and 
then he sank, bruised and bleeding, on his knees. ‘ Lord ’ he 
rned lay not this sin to their charge,’ and ‘ fell asleep ’ ' 
And thus he gained that crown of which his name 
Stephen the Crown,’® had been an unwitting prophecy 
He was the leader of ‘ the noble army of martyrs.’ ' 

^ CL CEcum. : eljf 

CL Lightfoot, ffor. on Jo* x, 31. 

Stephaau* 
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‘ Ob the regret, the struggle and the failing ! 

Oh the days desolate and useless years ! 

• Vows in the night, so fierce and unavailing 

Stings of my shame and passion of my tears 1 ’ 

Frederic W. H. Myers. 

The execotion of Stephen was a flagrant illegality. Judaea 
was in those days a Roman province ; and while the imperial 
government suffered the Jews to administer their own 
religious affairs, in capital cases it reserved to itself the 
ultimate decision. The Sanhedrin might pass the death- 
sentence, but its execution lay with the Roman procurator. 
Hence after our Lord had been declared by the High Priest 
guilty of the capital offence of blasphemy, He was not 
forthwith sentenced to the Jewish doom of stoning but 
remitted to the judgment of Pontius Pilate and, after due 
coafinhatioit of the Jewish court’s verdict, sentenced to the 
Roman penalty of crucifixion.^ This is the course which 
shoiild have been followed in the case of Stephen, and his 
summary execution was an open flouting of the procurator’s 
authority. Nor could the outrage have been committed with 
impunity had not Pilate during those closing years of his 
disastrous administration (a.d. 25-35) been reduced to 
impotence by his long misgovemment.® 

The martyrdom of Stephen was the breaking of a pitiless 
tempest. The purpose of the rulers was nothing les than 
the extermination of the Church, and they found in Saul a 
ready and efficient instrument. He had borne a conspicuous 
part in the judicial crime. As a member of the Sanhedrin he 
had recorded his vote against the heretic, and not content 
therewith he had in the intenaty of his zeal so far demeaned 
h im self as to attend the victim to the scene of execution. 
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He took indeed no active share in the brutal work, leaving 
that to coarser hands. He flung no stone, but when the 
witnesses who had given evidence in court divested themselves 
1° exercise their statutory prerogative of beginning 
bloody business, they laid their cloaks at his feet, and 
xxii. =0. be stood guard over them— an incident which he remembered 
m after days with burning shame.i And the work thus 
Saul s«!ai, auspiciously inaugurated was vigorously prosecuted. The 
rulers appointed Saul their commissioner, and he instituted 
an energetic inquisition, invading with his minions the 
homes of the disciples, arresting and imprisoning all who 
would not abjure their Lord, and arraigning them before the 
court of the Sanhedrin.® The survivors fled from the city 
and hid in the fastnesses of Judsa or fled from pursuit across 
Of. 4c viii ^bern frontier into the territory of despised Samaria, 

j • -Ihe Apostles alone stood their ground, and it is indeed 
surpnsing that they, the leaders of the heresy, should have . 
been able to defy the storm. The reason doubtless was that 
their miraculous powers had invested them with sanctity 
m the eyes of the populace, and even in the extremity of 
their rage the rulers w^ould shrink from molesting them and 
thus provoking a popular reaction. 

m&r,o be had purged the Holy City and her environs of 

D^cm. the heretcal pollution Saul’s zeal remained unabated He 
'• ff b/eathed out threat and slaughter against the disciples 
ot the Loid. Tidings reached him that some of the fugitives 
had found an asylum in the old Syrian capital,® the far 
northern city of Daniascus ; and he resolved to pursue them 
thither. They were indeed beyond the confines of Palestine 
but they were not beyond the jurisdiction of the Sanhedrin* 
since every Je^vish community throughout the Empire was 
subject m matters of religion to the local synagogue, ivhich 

=‘=‘=*’‘“"• 4 = ‘cnni sanctus Stephanus kpidareUir. omnium 

vest,mentasen-abat,ettanquammanibus omnium lapLbat.’ 

Ac. xxvu. II: aitoit ■Ijvi.yKo.iov <l tried to compel them to 

blaspheme miplymg that he did not succeed. The process was fam«iar ir, after 

the oath "nd ' ^^ben the proconsul insisted and said: ‘‘TaKe 

the oath, and I release you ; revile the Christ,” Polycarp answered ■ “ F.Vi h. i 

Maspheme my Kmg, who saved me?” > where XuSop.!, rtv XpTeViv I Z 
CMr/a malaUcere (cf. Him Spisi. x. 97). 

* Cf. Ac. jotii. 5 • Toil! ixeiffe Suras. 
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in tuin owed allegiance to the supreme court at Jerusalem. 

So he obtained from Caiaphas the High Priest, as President 
of the Sanhedrin, Idtres de cachet to the s3magogues of 
Damascus, empowering him to arrest ‘ any that were of the 
Way,^ whether men or women,’ and convey them in bonds 
to Jerusalem for trial and sentence. 

He set forth on his journey attended by a band of the hjs 
S anhedrin’s officers. BQs route is uncertain, since two were 
open to him. He might hold northward and, passing 
through Samaria, cross the Jordan by the ford of Bethshean ; 
or he might cross by the southern ford of Bethany near 
Jericho and travel northward through Persea and Batanaea. 

It was probably the latter route that he adopted, since it 
was the shorter, making the journey about a hundred and 
forty miles ; and if, as the narrative seems to indicate,® he 
travelled on foot, it would occupy at the customary rate 
over a week. 

It was a long march, and it afforded the persecutor ample His spin 
leisure for reflection. In truth his mind was ill at ease, and qulitud’e. 
the very intensity of his hostility to Christianity is an 
evidence thereof. 

' When one so great begins to rage, he ’s hunted 
! ' ; Even to falling.’ * 

A man is never so violent in the assertion of his faith as when 
he feels it slipping from his grasp ; and that was the reason of 
Saul’s ‘ exceeding madness ’ against the Church. For years Ac. xxvi. 
he had been conscious of his alienation from God, and had 
been labouring to attain peace by the Pharisaic method of 
legal observance. His labour had been in vain, and his Pharisa- 
failure had goaded him to ever increased devotion. For‘®’"' 

*■ A designation of the Gospel (cf. Ac. xix. 9, 23, xxii. 4, xxiv. 14, 22) ; more 

MIy ‘The Way of the Lord’ or ‘The Way of God’ (cf. xviiL 25, 26). ‘An 
appellation of the believers, who were generally so named, perhaps,’ fancies 
Chrys.^® because they were cutting the way which leads to Heaven.’ 

* The mediatval artists depict him mounted on a caparisoned charger; but, 
since among the Jews the horse was used only in war, he would ride, if he rode at 
til, on an ass or a came! (cf. The Days 0/ Bis Flesh, pp. 391 £.). However* 

(i) the word (ix. 3, xxii. 6) suggests that he travelled on foot ; and (2I 

had he been provided with a beast, his attendants would have set him on its back 
instead of Hmding Mm by the hand ’ (cf. k. S, xxii. ii) into Damascus. 

♦ Shak. Ani* ami Ckap. iv, u 7 f. 
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long'it had never occurred to him that he was on the wrong 
road, but the suspicion had dawned upon him when he came 
into personal contact with Christianity. His first intro- 
duction to the new faith was probably the controversy with 
Stephen in the Hellenistic synagogues at Jerusalem.^ He 
had then heard from the lips of that masterly exponent the 
evidence that Jesus was the Messiah, and that He had been 
raised from the dead and was living and reigning at God’s 
right hand ; and the argument had overpowered him. He 
could not refute it, but he would not accept it ; and he had 
striven to stifle his misgivings and silence the pleadings of the 
Holy Spirit by engaging in a furious crusade against the heresy. 
(2} ■ne Amid the wild tumult the inward voice had been unheard, 
Gamaufi.°*^ but in the solitude of his long journey it renewed its im- 
portunities, and he was constrained to calm consideration. 
He would review his past career. He could hardly fail to 
recall the large-hearted tolerance of his gracious teacher, 
the wise Rabbi Gamaliel ; and the memory of that revered 
cf. Ac. master and his serene faith in Eternal Providence would 
Si.' ^’14; rebuke his frenzied ' zeal for God.’ Could it be, he would 
Rom. X.3. ask himself, that he was indeed ‘ fighting against God' ?, 
that, in resisting reason and struggling to suppress his mis- 
givings, he was, in the phrase of a Greek proverb which 
perhaps he had heard from those honoured lips, ' kicking 
against the goad,’ like a rebellious ox in the traces ? * 

(3)|n« His chief thought, however, would be of the martyr 
Ss'tepten. whose blood he had helped to sjall. Stephen's arguments 
would recur to him. He would! reconsider them ; and the 
more he considered them, the more inevitable would they 
■ appear. Could it be after aU that Jesus of Nazareth was 

indeed the Messiah, and that the Law had been abrogated 


* Cf. pp. 40 f. 

* Ac, xxvi. 14, Cf. Find. II. 172 ff. j vorl Kivrpov Bi roi / 

/ oXiffByjpbf otfiot, MscK Agam. 1602 ; vphs Kiyrpa \aK 7 i^€ ralfrat 
fiioyis. VhuL 322. Eur. Bacch. 794 ; Pdiad. {fragin. ) : ispht xhtpa fiij 

XdKTi^€ rots KpaTovffi ffov, Terent. Phwm, I. H. 27 f. : * Kam inscitia est / 
Adversum stimulum calces?* Though so frequent in the classics, the proverb 
occurs nowhere in Jewish literature, and Saul may have heard it from his iil^eral 
teacher. It is included in the Risen Lord's speech in Ac. X3cvi. 14, but it is 
absent from the parallel reports (cf. ix. 5 R.V., xxii. 7), and it is prolmbly m 
addition by the Apostle, defining the thought of his own heart and the true 
aigmfieancc of the Lord’s remonstrance* 
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by ft larger revelation ? This, he could not but confess, 
wouid truly be glad tidings for a soul wearied well-nigh to 
despair in the quest for righteousness by the hard and futile 
way of legal observance. And one fact stood before him 
clear and incontrovertible : not only Stephen but the whole 
multitude of his fellow-believers had found in Jesus the 
peace which Saul had so long craved — a glad, triumphant 
peace which no suffering could shake. And in His name, 
moreover, the Apostles had wrought wonders which had 
astonished Jerusalem and which the Sanhedrin durst not 
dispute. Could it be that the story of the Resurrection was 
true, and the Crucified was actually reigning at God’s right 
hand ? Was it indeed His glory which had irradiated the 
martyr’s face when he stood before the High Priest and when 
he fell beneath the pelting stones with a prayer to the 
Lord Jesus on his lips ? That spectacle haunted Saul to his Cf. Ac. 
djdng day, and more than all else it determined the crisis of 
his life. ‘ If,’ says St. Augustine,^ ' Stephen had not so 
prayed, the Church would not have Paul to-day.’ 

Such questionings were stirring in Saul’s breast during oamasm 
that memorable week as he toiled day after day along the 
dusty highway or lay by night in his tent tossing on his 
restless couch. At length he reached the village of Kochaba 
{Kaukab), some ten miles south-west of Damascus,® and the 
fair city opened to his view. She was the ancient Syrian Her 
capital, and she holds the distinction of being the oldest 
city in the world. There was a Jewish legend that she was 
the home of Adam and Eve after their expulsion from Eden, 
and that the plain of Damascus was the scene of Abel’s murder 
by Cain.® Her origin belongs to the unrecorded past. She 

^ Serm. ccclxxxii. 1 1 ; ‘ Nam si martyr Stephanas non sic orasset, Ecclesia 
Paulum hodie non babcret/ 

® This was the scene of SauFs conversion according to tradition in the times of 
the Crusades. A later tradition places it about half a mile south-east of the city, 
where there is now a Christian cemetery. 

® Cf. Hieron. on Ez. xxxviii. i8 : ‘ Sin autem Damascus interpretatur san» 
giiinem dibens, et Hebraiorum vera traditio est canipum in quo interfectus est 
Abel a parricida Cain fuisse in Damasco.* Cf. Travels of Sir John Mandeville^ 
xiv ; Shak. King Hmry VI (x), i. iii/ 39 f. ; 

* This be Damascus, be thou cursed Cain, 

To slay thy brother Abel, if thou wilt.* 

The legend originated, as St. Jerome indicates, in the fanciful derivation of tM 
D 
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already flourished in the days of Abraham, and a later 
■ tradition represents his steward, Eliezer of Damascus, as her 
founder. And she has survived the vicissitudes of four 
thousand years, a great city still with a population of a 
quarter of a milUon when every city of equal antiquity has 
vanished from the face of the earth or remains only in 
broken and buried ruins. 

Damascus owes much to her situation. Lying far inland 
on the margin of the desert, she has escaped the tide of 
rn^^sion which generation after generation has inundated 
.Palestine ; and this is the reason of her long continuance, 
^d, though so near the desert, she enjoys the richest 
blessings of nature. .She occupies the midst of a lovelv 
plain, green and fruitful, watered by the river Barada, the 
ancient Abana, and bounded westward by Mount Hermon 
of Anti-Lebanon ; and the climate is 
delightful since the plain is raised some 2300 feet above the 
level of the Mediterranean. The city was the principal 
station of caravans from the East, and her markets were 
thronged with merchants. Her beauty was the admiration 
of the world. A Hebrew prophet styled her ‘ the city of 
praise, the city of my joy ’ ; and to this day the Arabs speak 
m her as pleasant Damascus,' ‘ honourable,’ ‘ holy,’ ‘ blessed 
Damascus,’ one of the four terrestrial Paradises. And it is 
told how Mohammed, ere his call to be the prophet of Allah 
while he was still a camel-diiver, surveyed Damascus from t 
, the mountain and would not enter her lest.'amid her delights 
I he should forget the glories of Paradise. ‘Man,’ he raid' 
has but one Paradise, and mine is fixed elsewhere.’ 

Formerly the capital of Syria, Damascus passed under the 
domimon of Arabia. Then she was annexed by Pompey 
to the Roman Empire {62-64 b.c.) ; but, with that imperial 
instinct which taught them that an Empire’s strength lies 
m the self-government of its component nationahties, the 
Komans recognised the subordinate sovereignty of the 
Arabian king ; and thus in the days of Saul, while Damascus 
belonged to the Roman Empire, she was under the rule of 

name from DJ and ‘a draught of blood ’ potm). On Damascus 
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Ring Aretas, and Ms representative or ‘ ethnarch ’ was 
guardian of the city. The population was composed mainly 
of native Syrians, but it included also a considerable colony 
of Jews who had settled there after their wont to share in 
the busy and lucrative traffic.* They had their synagogues, 
and it was to these that Saul was commissioned. 

When the city came into view, it was a spectacle to a thunder- 
gladden the eyes and charm the imagination ; yet her 
beauty made no appeal to Saul. His mental conflict had 
w'axed ever keener as the days passed, and now the decisive 
hour had arrived. Could he enter the city and, despite his 
misgivings, prosecute Ms errand ? His future was hanging 
in the balance, and God interposed and decided the issue. 

Martin Luther has recorded how it fared with himself at the 
supreme crisis of his life. His soul had been stirred by Ms 
study of the Latin Bible wMch he had discovered in the 
College Library at Erfurt, and by a sickness which had 
brought him to the gates of death ; and he was travelling 
with his friend Alexis through the Thuringian Forest when 
a terrific storm broke. The thunder rolled and the lightning 
blazed, and a bolt struck his companion dead by Ms side 
and tore up the earth at Ms feet. It seemed as though the 
Zh'fis Im had arrived, and, 'compassed with terror and 
the agony of death,* he devoted Mmself to God from that 
hour. ® And even such was Saul’s experience as he approached 
Damascus. 

It was the sultry noontide ; and in that region thunder- a vision of 
storms of exceeding violence are frequent when the hot Lord.**"” 
breath of the desert smites the snow-capped mountain. 
Suddenly a dazzling flash enveloped the travelleis,® and they 
all fell prostrate. His companions soon recovered from their 
panic and rose to their feet, but Saul lay still on the ground. 

The lightning was for him the Lord’s minister and the thunder Cf. pss. 
the Lord’s voice. ; and as be lay the Glorified Christ mani- 
fested Himself to him. It was no mere subjective phantasm 
but an actual vision. Of this he never doubted, and he 
was no irrational enthusiast, no facile dupe of fancy. His 

* Cf. p. 4. • II. 101. 

* It is expressly stated that the blare was a lightning-flash (d<rTpairn). Cf. ix. 

3 ! Ik TO0 xnii. 6 : !«: rot? w«pimrpafai 
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subsequent testimony is clear and significant. His apostle- 
ship was chaUenged in after days by the Judaists on the 
ground that he had never known Jesus or received a com- 
mission from Him ; and therefore, they alleged, he lacked 
the authority of the original Apostles. And what w=-as his 
answer ? ^ He asserted that he had indeed seen the Lord 
and received from Him a direct call to the Apostleship. 

■ _Am not I an Apostle ? Have not I seen Jesus our Lord ? ’ 
There would have been no cogency in this retort had he not 
been assured that on the road to Damascus he had a veritable 
vision of the Lord, not indeed as He had been in His mortal 
weakness but as He was in His glorified humanity. 

And here lies _ the distinctive quality of his experience. 
It w^as a revelation of the Risen Lord identical with those 
mamfestations which He had vouchsafed to His disciples 
during the forty days between His Resurrection and His 
Ascension.i He wore the body which He had worn ‘all 
the time that He went in and went out among them,' but it 
was transfigured ; it had undergone the self-same trans- 
formation which our mortal bodies shall experience when 
they are raised incorruptible, qualified for that Kingdom 
wluch flesh and blood cannot inherit. It was no longer ‘ an 
^ earthly body ’ but ‘ a heavenly body,’ no longer ‘ an animal 
, body but a spiritual body,’ no longer ‘ the body of His 
humiliation ’ but ‘ the body of His glory.’ This distinction 
IS receiving surprising illumination from the investigations of 
physical science. Matter, as it is now known to us, is only 
m the making, and when the process is complete, it will be 
a finer stuff. Its evolution keeps pace with our spiritual 
develo^ent ; and when the soul is ushered into the domain 
o the Eternal, this muddy vesture of decay ’ which ‘ doth 
grossly close it in,’ will experience a corresponding ennoble- 
ment. It wiU not perish, neither will it be left behind • it 
will be purified and refined. Matter as it is is only matter 
m the making ; and ‘ the spiritual body ’ or, in scientific 
phrase, the ethereal body ’ is ‘ the animal body ’ as it shall 
become in the course of its further evolution. 

Kingdom 

which flesh and blood cannot inherit, is superior to the con- 

* Ct Days of ffk Mssky pp, 521 ff 
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ditions of sense. It is, as appears from the records of our 
Lord’s post-resurrection manifestations, invisible to the phy- 
sical eye and inaudible to the physical ear. The physical eye 
beholds a physical body, but spiritual vision is needed for 
the perception of a spiritual body. And hence, when the 
Lord would manifest Himself to the children of men, there 
are two ways whereby He may accomplish His gracious 
purpose. One is that He should submit Himself to their 
carnal limitations and present Himself before them under 
their existent conditions; and He took that way at the 
Incarnation. In this case the miracle was wrought on His 
own person. The other way is that the miracle should be 
wrought on them ; that the veil of sense should be lifted 
and their spiritual perceptions unfettered, so that they may 
behold things which eye cannot see and hear things which 
ear cannot hear. And this is the way which He took when 
He manifested Himself to His chosen witnesses during the 
Forty Days, and again when He manifested Himself to Saul 
on the road to Damascus. 

See how this is borne out by the sacred narrative. The seen by 
miracle was wrought upon Saul alone, and thus he alone ^ 
perceived the manifestation. He saw the Lord and heard 
His voice, but his attendants saw nothing and heard nothing 
beyond the physical accompaniments. It was indeed an 
actual manifestation, yet he did not perceive it with his 
physical senses. It was not his eyes that ' saw the Lord ' ; 
for all the while he was prostrate on his face, blinded by the 
flash. And he alone experienced it. His companions 
neither saw the Lord nor heard His voice. They saw the 
blaze of light, but they did not see the Glorious Form ; and Cf. Ac. is. 
they heard a voice, but it was the voice of Saul making reply 
to the heavenly question, and they w'ondered at what 
appeared to them a one-sided conversation.^ 

The Lord’s question was a gracious and compassionate The Lord's 
remonstrance. He spoke in Hebrew, Saul’s Idndly mother- strance. 
tongue, with a pleading iteration of his name: ‘ Shaul, roi. 14. 
Shaul, why are you persecuting Me ? ’ It was a puzzling 
inquiry: Saul had never seen Jesus, and he did not recog- 3 '- 
nise Him. He might indeed have guessed who the glorious 

* C£. Append. II. 
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stranger was, and had He asked Why are you persecuting 
My disciples?’ he would have had no doubt. But it 
bewildered him when he was asked : ‘ Why are you perse- 
cuting Me ? He did not yet understand the truth which 
he learned m after days, that the Glorified Savour is so 

xxr.40. sufferings- are His: Inasmuch as you did it 

to one of th«e My brothers, even these least, you did it 
0 Me. And so he leaped to the conclusion that his inter- 
locutor was one of the victims of his persecuting zeal. ' Who 
are you sir?’* he asked. And the answer came; 'I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting.’ 

Lordi’s^ errand was not to upbraid. He dismissed 
the past, and clauned the broken persecutor for a high career 
of future service. *1 am Jesus.’ He said, ‘ whom you ^e 
persecuting. But anse, and enter into the dty, and it will 

fadi Therewith the vision 

ded, and Saul lay stunned until his attendants raised him 
He was in a so^ plight. He had been blinded by the 

the hand^into 

whf>n hp f he had contemplated 

tohter ’ if? dT ‘ breathing out threat and 

slaughter. It had been arranged that during his stay in 

hoL? o^a Sanhednn’s emissary he should reside in^e 

fvff L in Straight Street;* and 

; thither they conducted him. 1. 

*ree d^s he lay sightless and ohli’dous of *his 
surroundings. He tasted nothing, and kept praying until a 
, . ^sion was vouchsafed him. It may have been ! feam 

ECC..V.3. coming, as dreams are wont, 'with a multitude of 

cries in hJLl^WhTi’; Jou P^^tcuring ]vS?”“He dol nofasT 

• For this use of like rfeW, cf. Mt. xiii. 27, xsv. 22, 24 • To. xx ic 

In IX. 5, 6 the best authorities omit *it is hard coiA , f i • > Jn 

ttue reading is dXXd dadiTTM^j' dWd'" ° *”(" 

during which Saul lay mute. “aa 4 dXXd suggests a pause 

ritr. Cf. Hichen*. ri, 
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I business/ * Uke that which mdvedi the dder Pliny to write 
his history of the German wars, when, as he lay asleep, the 
form of Drusiis Nero, who had perished in the midst of his 
victorious career, stood by his couch and prayed him to 
rescue his memory' from oblivion.® Nevertheless it was a 
divine revelation. There was in Damascus a believer ofcf.xxa.i* 
distinction and repute named Ananias, who ere his con- 
version had been a strict Jew and still remained loyal to the 
, ancient ordinances. Apparently Saul had known him in the 
past i and in his vision he saw Ananias enter his chamber and Ananias, 
lay hands on him and restore his right. Ananias too had a 
vision, and it seems to have been no mere dream but a 
veritable manifestation of the Risen Lord. He had learned 
from the refugees of Saul’s malignant activities in the Holy 
City and his commission to Damascus, and rumours were cc. ix. 17. 
current of his experience on the way. But these would be 
inexplicable to Ananias, and he was fearfully expecting the 
persecutor’s arrival. And thus it surprised him when the 
Lord told him that the latter was lying stricken in the house 
of Judas, and bade him repair thither and restore him, 
silencing his incredulous remonstrance with an intimation 
of the high part which Saul was destined to play. 

Ananias obeyed. He betook himself to the house of His visit tc 
Judas, and, being admitted to Saul’s chamber, he laid his®^“*' 
hands on him after the manner of a physician,® and addressed 
him in Hebrew as a fellow-Jew. ' Shahl,’ he said, and 
added ‘ brother,’ thus claiming him as a fellow-believer, 

‘ the Lord has commissioned me — Jesus who appeared to 
j<bu on y'our way hither — that you may recover your sight 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ Forthwith Saul’s dark- 

' Cf. Tie Days oj Sis Flesh, p. 485. Leclcy, Maf af Life, p. 333 : ‘ It has 

been noticed that often thoughts and judgments, scattered and entangled in our 
evening hours, seem sifted, clarified, and arranged in sleep j that problems which 
fieemed hopelessly confused when we lay down are at once and easily solved when 
we awake, *‘as tliough a reason more perfect than reason had been at work when 
j in our beds/’* tn Job xxxiii. 14-30 three ways are specified in which 

'■ God was recognised as speaking to men ; (i) by dreams, (a) by sickness, and 
(3) by prophets. 

* PI in. S/isf, iii. 5. 

* Cf. Senec. Ds Bern/, vi. t$; *ltaque medico, si nihil amplius quam manum 

tangit et me inter eos quos perambulat pontt, sme uHo affectu facienda vltandaque 
prsecipicns, nihil amplius debeo/ . • ' ’ 
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ness both physical and spiritual, was dispelled. The 
purulent incrastation which had seeled his eyes fell off in 
flakes, and they opened to the light.i He rose from his 

The first duty which devolved upon him was public 
confession of his new allegiance, and he hastened to discharge 
It. Invested with the authority of the Sanhedrin’s com- 

SeachriiA^ tl^ere, instead of 

£1 the P^o^^lainied his faith 

it ^ s Messiahship.2 It was a startling volte-face, and 

occasioned amazement. His testimony would in due 

in a large accession to the 
^ exasperation of the Jewish 

authonries, but that issue was meanwhile postponed 

essential 

that he should retire for a season and calmly survey the 
aUeied conditions and determine his future action. After 
his conversion in A.D. 386 in his three-and-thirtieth year St 
Augustine resigned his professorship of Rhetoric at Milan 
country-house of his friend Verecundus 
at Cassiacum where for a season he ' found rest in God from 

receiWHis ^aVr'^'^r Blessed Lord on 

mg His call to enter on His public ministry retired to 

the TOldem« of JudiOa and passed forty days to 

commumon and spiritual conflict. < And how mSchmS 

urgerit was Saul s need of repose and self-recollection ! He 

lit ^ betook himself to a far distant retreat. It was 
the gnm solitude of Mount Sinai in Arabia,^ where 21 

acc«stonfed\sLprofe^^^ *S Pl’y-'-nV 

* “ OeoH (ix. 20), a Messianic title, synonymous with A Y a 

(ver. 22). Cf. The Day, of His Flesh, pp. 33, with 0 Xp^orbs 

' The^tra/hn^'t- y Cf. The Days of His Flesh, chap. iv. 

po.h»S b?., t ??";•' *“ i 
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prophet Elijah had met with God in his dark hour ; and none i Ki. xix. 
more appropriate could have been chosen. It was there 
that the Law had been delivered to Moses, and the problem 
which pressed upon Saul was the value of the ancient 
revelation and the attitude which he must thenceforth hold 
to it. In that historic scene, 

' "V^Tiere aU around on mountain, sand, and sky, 

God’s chanot-wheels had left distinctest trace,’ * 

'he thought out the question and attained the conviction 
which he maintained to the last, that the Law was a teni-cf.Gai.iiu 
porary institution, designed not to cure but to discover the 
plague of sin. 

How long his sojourn in Arabia may have continued does His em- 
not appear. Moses was forty days in the Mount with God, 
and no less a space would suffice for Saul. It is perhaps 
foolish to inquire how he sustained himself all the while, xxxiv, as. 
but it may be recalled that the desert was peopled by 
nomad tribes roaming far and wide and pitching their brown 
tents where they listed, whence, especially in Mesopotamia, 
they were known as the Scenitse or Tentmen.® Tent-making 
was Saul's handicraft, and its exercise would win him a 
ready livelihood among those wanderers, as it did in after 
days when he visited strange cities in the course of his 
missionary journeys.® 

When his season of retirement was over, he returned to His return 

to Damas- 

this large sense Damascus was in Arabia (cf. Strabo, 755 : iyyvs irws rwv ^Apa^iwv 
6 pi^v rQv vTT^p T 7 )S Aapaa-KTivrjS, Just, M. jDml. cum Tryph.^ p. 305A (Sylburg.): there. 
AapLaaKOS rrji 7 '^s ijv Kal et Kal pvp irpocvep^firiTaL XvpocpaipUri 

XcyojaeV^j) ; and hence it has been supposed that Saul found a retreat at no great 
distance from the city, in Auranitis {Hauran) or Trachonitis. But dTr7j'X0op els 
‘ I went away into Arabia,’ seems to imply a remoter destination ; and it 
is decisive that in Gal. iv. 25 Arabia signifies the Sinaitic Peninsula. Indeed, if 
the midrash (Gal. iv. 22-31) be indeed, as it seems, an echo' of Saul’s inward 
delvate during his retirement, it fixes Mount Sinai as the locality. Chrysostom 
(cf. Thcod. Mops., Theodoret.) misses the significance of the retiral into Arabia 
l)y regarding it as a missionary expedition : * See the ardour of his soul. Pie was 
eager to occupy the regions which had not yet been tilled but still lay wild. . . . 

Fervent in spirit, he addressed himself to the instruction of men barbarous and 
wild, choosing a life of conflict and heavy toil,’ 

^ Kelile, Christian Yeaf\ Ninth Sunday after Trinity. 

* Strabo, 2cS8, 515, 747 f., 765 ; Plin. B. N. vi. 32, 

® Gf. Wetstein on Ac, xviiL 
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Damascus to resume his testimony. He had thought out 
tte problem of the relation between the Law and the Gospel 
and attained to assured conviction, and he entered on L 
active Mmstiy which continued for two full years. » His 
mam effort was naturaHy directed to the task of persuading 
tl^e Jews of I>amascus by appeal to the prophetic Scripture! 
ftat Jesus was the Messiah ; * and he achieved conspicuous 

protS!Sf i? recognised as the Church’s 

ShSf i converts formed a distinct 

school owiung him as its master.* The Jewish authorities' 

they laid a plot for 
his destrucfaon : so soon was the whilome persecutor men- 
aced with the doom which he had inflicted. They enlisted 
|e jmpathy of the ethnarch who governed the dtyund^ 

£ fg£i LTt to prevent 

an,! S! > ^ f apprised of their intention 
and his disciples ralhed to hds defence and effected his 

S^SToart haT stratagem. The houses on the 

ensco^^hin? T overhanging the fosse, and they 
ensconced him in a large basket of woven rope and lowered 
him from a window under cover of darkness ^ 

It w^as'ltwl' to Jerusalem, 
faith ? f ? ^ thither and confess the 

faith which he had trampled under foot. And that was 

Ihe ^s inain errand, but he had another end in view 
The Holy City was the home of the original Apostles • and 
^ce they were the leaders of the Church, SaS S^d^! 

an?oSL^ had done for him 

and obtain their benediction upon his future career There ' 

was one m particular to whom his heart fi! 

generous Peter, who had played so heroic and devoted^a 

^ CL Append, L 

•a. p,'5i.' 'hidiKipfc.- 

mmparts, and windows overhanging the '''' 

in ^ which Suldas defines »§ 
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part ever since the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit 
had descended on the Church. ‘ To view Cephas ’ was Saul’s goi. i. is. 
ambition, and with this object before him his journey to 
Jerusalem was, as St. Chrysostom aptly observes, like a pious 
pilgrimage.! 

It was in this spirit that he sought the Holy City. He The 
required of the Apostles neither approval nor instruction, 
since the Lord had spoken to Iiim and called him to His 
service. But it became him to humble himself before the 
- Church w'hich he had so cruelly injured, and on his arrival 
he w’ould have taken his place in her ranks. A difficulty, 
however, emerged. His past clung to him, and his very 
name w'as a terror to the disciples. It seemed as though 
the door of the Church were closed against him ; but happily 
there was one of her members endowed with coirrage, Barnabas, 
generosity, and discernment. His proper name was Joseph, Cf. Ac. w. 
and he was a Hellenist, a native of the island of Cyprus, and 
well born since he had belonged to the priestly caste. Like cr. Coi. i«. 
his kinswoman Mary, the mother of John Mark, he had been 
richly endowed with w’orldly goods. He had owned land 
in his native island, but he had devoted it to the common 
good. Nor was this generosity his sole title to the Church’s 
esteem. It appears that he was a person of distinguished 
pr^raice,* and it is a testimony to his intellectual qualities 
that he was credited in after days with the authorship not 
only of the uncanonical epistle which goes by his name 
but with that noble work, the anonymous Epistle to the 
Hebrews.® Withal he was distinguished by a Avinsome 
•graciousness which had earned for him in the Church the 
designation of Barnabas. It is imcertain what precisely 
this name signifies, whether ‘ the son of consolation ’ or 
‘ the son of exhortation,’ but the quality which it betokened 
appears when it is remembered that the word variously 

^ Gal. i. l8 : lirrop^(rat Ki]<pdt is Aramaic of llerpos (cf. Jo. i. 42). 

was used of going to view some great sight, a celebrated place or 
personage. Cf. Pint. xl. I ; LumlL ii. 6 j Cu. ii. 2. Chrys, ; etrcf 

llirpoi** dlXX* * l<rrQp7]<ra,t XiirpoPy^ ol ras /xeydXat T6\€it ml Xapurods 

* The people of Lystra took him for Zeus, the King of the Gods (cf. Ac. xiv. ii, 

12)* d&K€i, says Chrysostom, Kal dr^ rijs dlimpewi^t etmi 0 Ba^djSat. 

* Cf. Tert, Ik /IwJr. m 
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rendered ‘ consolation ’ and ‘ exhortation ’ is akin to our 
Lord's designation of the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, ‘ the 
Comforter ' or rather ' the Advocate.’ i And St. Chrysostom 
has truly defined his disposition by the epithets ‘sveetly 
reasonable, gentle, kindly, accessible.' 2 
Barnabas came to Saul’s aid. With characteristic kind- 
, liness he took him by the hand and conducted him to the 
Apostles. As it chanced, there were only two of the latter 
m Jerusalem at that time, and these were Peter and James, 
ae Lord’s brother, who, though not one of the original . 
1 welve, yet by reason of his sacred kinship and his lofty 
character enjoyed apostolic prestige.® Their coUeagues were 
doubtless absent on circuits among the outlying churches 
of Judaea, but those two sufficed : their reception of Saul 
would secure his enirSe. Barnabas introduced him and told 
ms story, arguing that it became them to receive one who 
ad seen the Lord and so fearlessly confessed Him at 
Damascus. 

They accorded him a ready welcome, and Peter took him 
o “S home and entertained him during his sojourn in the 
Holy City.6 His errand thither was accomplished once he 
had been received and had seen the chief 'pillar' of the 
Church, but he protracted his stay for a fortnight and availed 
himself of the opportunities which each day brought. His 

It is probable (cf. Deissmann, St^le Studies, pp. 309 £.) that ‘Bamalras’ 

®“bylonian deity 

Ittier U) nx-ns 13 , son of prophecy’ or ‘ exhortation ’ (cf. Ac. xiii. 1, where 
Barnabas is called ‘a prophet’) or {2) xnU - 13 , ‘son of consolation.’ Exhortation 
^d consolation were both prophetic functions (cf. i Cor. xiv. 3) but the Htt., 

"■ »’ ■ ■ ■ 

emoloved 'bpinij if" / ‘Apostle’ was somewhat larijely 

fL ^ ^ bestowed on others besides the original Twelve; e.^., Birn.abas 

(Ac._xw _4._ 14; I Cor. ix. 5,6), Silvanus (i Th. ii. 6). There was Tn fact 
no rigid distinction between ‘an apostle’ and ‘an apostolic man.’ Thus Clem 

Alex, speaks now of the Apostle Barnabas ’ n. vi 3i vii ■’clmrl • ■ t 
• the apostolic Barnabas ’ (11. xx. 116). ^ ^ 

* Cf. Peter’s expedition (Ac. ix. 32 ft). 

Gal. i. 18 ; srpit airSp. Cf. Ac. xxviii. 14 ; i Cor. xvi. 7. 
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reception by the Apostles had dispelled the suspicions and 
fears of the disciples, and he moved freely among them. 

Nor was he content with their fellowship. His desire was 
to make atonement for the past by confessing the Lord where 
he had blasphemed His name ; and this he did in a courageous His t^ti- 
and effective fashion. He visited the Hellenistic synagogues SenStt; 
where he had disputed with Stephen, and resumed the con- 

. * . A- ' , gogues. 

troversy, espousing the cause -which he had formerly op- 
posed. He was encountered with the weapons which he had 
‘ himself employed. Worsted in argument, his opponents ® • 
resorted to ‘ the syllogism of -violence.’ ^ They plotted his 
destruction, and he would have perished had he not been 
smuggled out of the city under cover of darkness,® and con- Flight to 
veyed to Cfesarea, whence he took ship and sailed to Tarsus. 

Tarsus was his home, yet it was inevitable that he should Domestic 
De ill received by his former associates, his kinsfolk, andS"^' 
especially his father, that stem old Pharisee. Quarter of 
a century later, in writing from his prison at Rome to the 
churches in the Province of Asia, he included among his 
practical counsels a poignant exhortation. 'Fathers,’ heEph.vi.4; 
pleads, ‘ never anger your children, but nurture them in the 
Lord’s instruction and admonition.’ . ‘ Fathers, never irritate 
•your children, lest they be discouraged.’ There is here a 
’ quivering note of personal emotion, and it seems as though 
the heart of the aged captive had been reverting to the past 
and recalling the loveless years of his own childhood. Nur- 
tured in the austere atmosphere of traditional orthodoxy, 
he had experienced scant tenderness and much severity, and 
had known that ‘ plague of youth, a broken spirit.’ * And 
now on his return home he would seem in the eyes of his 
father a traitor to the ancestral faith, and would be greeted 
with a storm of reproaches. It would be a painful encounter 
— on the one side unmeasured reprobation, and on the other 
unavailing remonstrance passing into indignant recrimina- 
tion. It was a desecrating scene. It issued in irremediable 

^ Chrys. on Ac. jx. 23 : M rbv Iffxvpop irvXKisytffiuhv ^pxovrai TdXitf ol 

® In Ac. ix. 30 some authorities read cl? KaMpeiap BmpvHrSs. 

® KaT'ifjyayov, ^brought him down to the coast’ ; i^awicrraXapf *sent him awny 
out of port/ 

^ Bengel on CoL iii. 21 ; ^ frartm animus ^ pestis jnventutis/ 
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estr^gement, and the bitter memory remained with him to 
the last. 

Nevertheless he did not flinch. An outcast from home 
^d kindred, he devoted himself for the next nine years 1 to 
the service of the Gospel in his native city and the surround- 
ing Province of Syria-Cilida ; and he achieved no small 
success. The fame of his ministry traveUed as far as the 
Irovince of Judaa, and excited wonder and gladness in the 
churches there. He was personally unkno\vn to them, but 
they had heard of his malign activities in the Sacred Capital 
a few years previously, and on learning that the persecutor 
was doing the work of an evangelist they praised God for 
SO amazing a transformation. 

Nor was this his sole employment. It was during that 
penod that he was vouchsafed those two visions which he 
recounts in a letter to the church at Corinth in the year ss 
one a discover of the righteousness of God and the other a 
revelation of the glory of the Risen Saviour. It thus appears 
that his protracted sojourn in his native province was a 
season not merely of evangelical activity but of inward 
development, and in either aspect it was a precious discipline 
for the work which awaited him in the providence of God. 

' Cf. Append. L 
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THE APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST 

* Paule doctor egregie, 

Tuba clangens ecclesise, 

Nubes volans ac tonitrum, 

Per amplum mundi circulum* 

Nobis potenter intona 
Ruraque cordis irriga, 

Ccelestis imbre gratise 
Meates virescant aridse,* 

Latin Hymn. 






HIS CALL TO THE APOSTLESHIP OF 
THE GENTILES 

It is an ancient saying which has passed into a proverb, that 
' the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church ' ; ^ 
and Saul's conversion was not the sole harvest which sprang 
from the blood of Stephen. The dispersion of the Church 
issued in the diffusion of the Faith, since the fugitives played 
the part of missionaries, proclaiming the glad tidings of 
Christ wherever they went. Damascus was not the only 
heathen city where they found an asylum. A little company, 
mainly Hellenists, passed the northern frontier into Phoenicia, 
and there doubtless they would visit the cities of Tyre and 
Sidon and preach in the synagogues ; but they did not stay 
in Phoenicia. They crossed over to the island of Cyprus, 
and after preaching to the Jews there they returned to the 
mainland and settled at Antioch. 

Now a poor Turkish town of six thousand inhabitants, 
Antioch was in those days a splendid city. She was the 
metmpolis of Syria, ranking after Rome and Alexandria as 
the third city of the Roman Empire.^ Damascus was the 
Arabian metropolis of Syria, but when the Greeks occupied 
the country, they desired a capital nearer to the sea for the 
facilitation of their commerce ; and Seleucus Nicator chose 
a site on the river Orontes fifteen miles from its month. ^ 
The river was navigable, and the passage up the vending 
stream was only one day's sail,^ while the port of Seleuceia 
five miles north of its embouchure opened to the city a still 
easier access to the sea. . ■ , - 

^ Tert. ^4pal. 50 : * Plmes efficimur qtioties metimur a vobis : semen est sanguis 
Chrisdanorum.^ 

® Jos. De Bell. ni. ii. 4. The chief ancient authorities on Antioch are 
Strabo, 749 ff. ; JuUaa, ; Chrysostom, Bse/le 

Cf. Gibbon, DecHm and Fall^ chaps, xxiii, xxvi ; Renan, Les Ap6tres^ xii. 


Ac. XI. 19- 
30 ; Gal. ii. 
i-io; Ac. 
xxii. 17-21. . 
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the Faith. 
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The Greek 
capital of 
Syria. 


® Jos. C&ntra Aptm. IL 4 ; Strabo, 749. 


‘ Strabo, 752. 
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Her poplin 
latkn. 


Her learn 
ing. 


Her population in days when St. Chrysostom was 
thrilling her with his matchless eloquence, numbered 
260,000,1 of whom half were Christians ; * and it comprised 
four elements. The native Syrians were the primary 
element. Then there were the invading Greeks. There was 
also a large colony of Jews, attracted thither at the foundation 
of the city by the privilege of ‘ equal citizenship ' which 
Seleuciis granted to that race of merchants.* Moreover, 
Pompey had constituted Antioch a free city, the capital of 
the Province of Syria and the seat of the imperial Legate ; * 
and thus there was a Roman element, mainly official, in the 
population. 

She enjoyed, according to Cicero,'^ a high reputation for 
earning and culture ; and this was more than maintained in 
Christian days when Antioch was the centre of a distinguished 
school of historical exegesis. Her fair fame, however, was 
tanushed by another and less honourable I'eputation. The 
lence'pd' ^^^iochenes were characterised by that turbulent disposition 
which seems inevitable wherever there is a mixture of races ; 
and they were also notorious for their licentiousness. ' The 
warmth of the climate,’ says Gibbon, ‘ disposed the natives 
to the most intemperate enjoyment of tranquillity and 
opulence ; and the lively licentiousness of the Greeks was 
blended with the hereditary softness of the Syrians.' Among 
the uplands five miles from the city lay 

‘ that sweet grove 
Of Daphne by Orontes,' 

TOth its umbrageous laurels and cypresses and its gushing 
fountains, enclosing an inviolate precinct sacred to Apollo 
Md Artemis and giving the city her distinctive title of 
Antioch by Daphne ' «— a needful distinction inasmuch as 
there were at least four other Antiochs in Syria, besides 

^ Chrys. Sam. xm, In S. Ipmi. Martyr. 

* Chrys. In Matt. Horn, ixxxvi, ad Hu. 

* Jos. Ant. xil. iii. i. 

* Plut. Pomp, xxxhl. ; PUn. Mat. Mist. v. 13. 

^^‘lostratus, however, says (Pit. A/o//. Tyan lu cS) 
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Antioch in Ksidia and Antioch on the Mseander. The ritual 
of the grove was a consecration of shame. ‘ The vigorous 
youth/ says Gibbon again, ' pursued, like Apollo, the object 
of his desires ; and the blushing maid was warned, by the 
fate of Daphne, to shun the folly of unreasonable coyness.’ 

‘ The morals of Daphne ’ were proverbial ; and so enervating 
was the abandon that Avidius Cassius, the hardy general of 
Marcus Aurelius, whose tragic rebellion served only to 
illustrate the magnanimity of the philosophic Emperor, 
made it a penal offence for a soldier to visit the place. The 
corruption of Antioch tainted the whole world, and the 
Roman satirist deplores the flood of pollution which the 
Orontes poured into the Tiber. ^ 

The Antiochenes were further remarkable for a ready Ambohene 
wit which was apt to degenerate into scurrility, and which 
manifested itself particularly in an unamiable trick of coining 
nicknames.® It is related that, when the Emperor Julian 
the Apostate visited the city in the course of his march to 
the East, he angered them by injudicious interference with 
their market, and they avenged themselves by shouting 
abuse after him in the streets. The long beard which he 
wore in emulation of his revered philosophers, was an especial 
object of their ridicule. They tenned him ' the Goat,’ and 
exhorted him to ' cut it off and weave it into ropes ’ ; and 
they styled him also ‘ the Butcher ’ because he was continu- 
ally sacrificing oxen at the altars of his heathen deities. 

This unamiable propensity of the Antiochenes has con- Ttc nick- 
ferred one lasting benefit. ‘ The disciples were called “chris- 
Christians first in Antioch.’ The name was originally no _ 
title of honour ; it was a nickname, a derisive epithet where- 
with the followers of Christ were branded by the mocking 
Antiochenes.* And its composition betrays its origin. A 

® Cf. Julian, 33S ff. ; Philostr. Vit, Apdt, Tyan. in. 58 ; Socr. 

''£id.vM$sL:.mk If,.. Wetstein on Acts xL a6. 

® The evidence is twofold ; (i) The name occurs only in two other passages in 
the New Testament (Ac. xxvi. 28 ; i Pet* iv* 16), and in each it is plainly a term 
of contempt. (2) (Ac. xL 26) means not merely ‘ to be named * but 

^to be nicknamed,’ It signified properly to get a name from one’s emplosrment 
one’s occupation or conduct* Cf. Rom. vii. 3: a woman fiQtxaXit 
when she commits Erasmus : ^ Videtur autem inde dicta vox, 

quod cognomen ex officio quo quis fungitur addi solet, Veluti publican! dicuntui, 
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A felicitous 
appella- 
tion. 


^ poHtical party received a designatioB 

r of Cicefo were 

styled Ciceroiuans'; the partisans of Pompey were styled 
Pompeians'; the attendants of C^sar, the slaves of the 
impenal p^ace, were styled ‘ Caesarians ’ ; and later the 
followers of the heresiarchs SabelHus and Arius were styled 
Sabelhans and ' Arians.' And in like manner by a 
fehatous stroke of Antiochene wit, the foUowers of’ Christ 

_ del Pontius Pilate, were mockingly designated ‘ Christians.' 

The mckname was caught up and was carried abroad. 
It became the general designation of the despised sect of 
Judaism, and as early as the year 64 it was in vogue among 

IfflircniT^ 1- ^ ^ was however, 

H^La '^^'‘^"“ohous epithet, and the persecuted folk con- 
jnued meanwMe to^caU themselves by their old designations 

saints ' f't > ^^olievers,' ‘ the brethren,' ‘ the 

thpir ^ transfigured by 

thrfimt “d by the close o^ 

e first century they appropriated it and wore it proudly.® 

annelhtinn^^^ ^ joble name, nor could a more felicitous 
appellation have been devised. It blends the three great 

anguages of the ancient world, since ' Christ ' is the Greek 

;o. .. . 0 . terminLS^t 

THE K:N=^„t?rE 

^ Tt, ^ fbe name ‘Christian’ 

enshrines the supreme gloiy of the Gospel and proclaims the 

Autwf ^^^ fbe mocking 

Antiochenes were unwitting prophets of the Lord. ® 

The Tev'kh cojiigunt, ita Chri.'itiani, quod Christum profiterentnr ’ 

appHlate?'' P« feptia invEos vuig., Christian.. 

•Aptcapoi; Sa^lxWo? ^ naturalised in the East. Cf. ‘H^<cSk..o/, 
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The bestowal of a name, however, was not the only Gentile 
service wliich Antioch rendered to Christianity. She was 
the scene of a momentous innovation which determined the 
future of the Faith. Of those Hellenists who after their 
extensive wandering settled in the city, some were Cypriotes, 
and they shared the generosity of their countryman Barnabas ; 
while others were Cyrenians, and they had doubtless heard 
the arguments of Stephen in their synagogue at Jerusalem ^ 
and caught his spirit. They were thus men of wide sym- 
pathies and large ideals. They were Jews, and in the 
course of their travels through Phoenicia and Cyprus they 
had addressed themselves exclusively to their co-religionists ; 
but after their settlement at Antioch they took to preaching 
also to the Gentiles.^ Their appeal proved effective. They 
won numerous converts among the heathen populace ; and 
these, strangers as they w'ere to the Jewish Law and its 
ceremonial rites, were received into the communion of the 
Church. 

It was a novel development, and when a report of it Delegation 
reached Jerusalem, it occasioned no small questioning in baffrom" 
the Church. It was decided to despatch a delegate to inquire 
into it, and Barnabas w'as appointed. It was a happy choice ; 
for the occasion demanded a man of large sympathy, discern- 
ment of God’s purpose, and courage to forsake tradition and 
enter at the divine call on an untrodden path. And such a 
man was Barnabas — ' a good man and full of the Holy 
Spirit and of faith.’ 

He came to Antioch, and he immediately recognised the His 
Lord’s hand in the new movement. It was a singular mani- o? 

. imiovation. 

^ Cf. p. 40. 

* Ac, xi. 20 : irp 6 s ro^s Though the preponderance of MS. authority 

supports 'BXXrjncrrds (cf. p, 5), the true reading is indubitably ''KXXf^my, 

(i) There would have been nothing novel in preaching to Hellenists ; and in fact 
all the Jewish residents at Antioch were Hellenists. {2) There is no antithesis 
between ’tovSaToi and ^BXXTfPicrraL The ‘EXXTjyia-rai were ’louSatoi, and the anti- 
thesis of ‘EXXTjj'iCTTT^s is *EjSpaios (cf. Ac. vi. i). (3) “EXXiyj'ay is further attested 

by €vayy^XL^ 6 iJ.€voL rbv Krjpiop ^Itjcfouv. Preaching to Gentiles, they Hold the glad 
tidings of the Lord Jesus * ; had they been preaching to Jews, whether Hebrews 
or Hellenists, they would have ^ proclaimed and proved from the Scriptures that 
Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah ’ (cf. ix. 20, 22). It is significant that, 
while reading toj>i ’EXXijvtcrrds, Chrys. assumes that it is equivalent to nth 
*"FXX^pa$» 
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lacking the legal sacrifice.’ His reign was the golden age of 
Ac. xii. 3. Phansaism, and it is no wonder that to ‘ please the Jews ’ 
he should have attacked the Church. He executed the 
Apostle James, the son of Zebedee and brother of John 
and cast Peter into prison. 

Fugitive ^ Again the Church was dispersed, and a band of fugitives 
took refuge at Antioch. They were remarkable personages. 
I hey were Prophets, successors of those heroic preachers of 
old who had been inspired by the Spirit of God to read His 
pin poses and declare His will. The gift of prophecy had 
ceased in later days. Already in the time of the Maccabees 
there was no prophet in Israel. Inspiration was lacking 
and the prophet’s place was supplied by the scribe the 
consen^ator of a dead tradition. With the advent of the 
Gospel the lost gift was restored. John the Baptist was a 
prophet of the ancient order ; and this is the secret of his 
mighty power. _ For centuries the people had been yearning 
lor a living voice, proclaiming with authority the Word of 
the Living God ; and when at length they heard it, they 
recognised and welcomed it. And the gift remained after 
he Lord s departure. It was confirmed on the Day of 
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured forth; and it 
„ for generations. In apostolic days it was held in 

iCor.xn. high honour and the Prophets ranked next to the Apostles 
in tlic Ciinrcli s esteem. 

.j; the dose of the year 44 when 

byAgabus. that Company of prophets appeared at Antioch. They settled 
there and aided in the work of evangelisation ; and presently 
one of their number, named Agabus, pubHcly announced the 
imminence of a widespread famine. It was no groundless 
II ^‘^o^ded that during the reign of Claudius 
(A.D.41-54) theEmpire was afflicted vdth ‘incessant dearths.’^ 
hoiHy after his accession there had been a famine at Rome 
betokemng scarcity in the countries whence her supolies were 
diawn. Greece suffered in the eighth or ninth year of his 
reign ; and in the eleventh Rome was again visited, and 
her distress was aggravated by shocks of earthquake and 
popular tumult.* 

Cf. Lewm, 1735. * Tac. xrr. 43. 


Ac. ii. 17, 
x8. 
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It was likely that the wandering calamity would alight Fulfilment 
nearer home, and probably about the beginning of the 
year 45, when the prospects of the harvest in the month of 
March w^ere looking dark, the prophet perceived and an- 
nounced its approach. His prediction was presently ful- 
filled. Judaea was ravaged by a sore dearth during the 
3'ears 45 and 46.^ The distress of the Jews was alleviated by 
the munificent generosity of a noble proselyte, Helena 
Queen of Abdiene, who had visited the Holy City, probably 
at the Feast of the Passover, to worship and present thank- 
offerings in the Temple, and was residing in her palace on 
the Acra ® when the trouble befell. She despatched some of 
her officers in hot haste to Alexandria for a supply of corn and 
others to Cyprus for a cargo of dried figs, and on the arrival 
of those welcome succours dispensed them among the 
starving populace.® 

There was no beneficent princess among the Christians in Antiochene 
Jerusalem ; nevertheless they did not go unrelieved. The jeTOatem.'^ 
prophecy of Agabus had apprised the Antiochenes of the 
impending calamity ; and, though the fertility of their 
country secured them from personal privation, they were 
concerned for their co-religionists in the Holy City, and cf. Gai. it 
when Saul appeared among them in the course of the summer, 
he directed their sympathy into a practical channel. His 
heart was tender toward ‘ the poor saints ’ at Jerusalem, 
inasmuch as some of them would be the widows and orphans 
of his victims in the first persecution ; and he engaged the 
good offices of the Antiochenes on their behalf. A relief 
fund was organised. They would doubtless follow the 
method which subsequently prevailed, contributing each i cor. jtvi. 
Lord’s Day according to their ability ; and in course of 
time the offerings accumulated until, when the famine 
reached its height on the failure of the harvest in the year 46, 
there was a sufficient store. And then they purchased 
suj'jfiies and despatched these to Jerusalem. 

Barnabas and Saul were deputed to conduct the transport Conducted 
and present the bounty. Their retinue included a young ^alnr' 

SauL 

^ Cf. Append. I. 

^ Of. Jos. Du Bell, Jud, v, vi. i ; VL vi 
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h« zealously availed himself of it. The hearts of the Jewish 
ChiTstians were, moreover, kindly disposed toward him by 
the generous subsidy which he had brought fh p rti and his 
sympathetic assistance in the distribution ; and the common 
distress had drawn aU the citizens together. On the occasion 

Ac. .X. .9. of his previous visit to Jerusalem ten years previously he had 
been dnven from the city by Jewish animosity ; 1 but this 

rr P preached freely and successfully- 

I s?ti. Saul loved his nation and yearned for its salva^ion,• 

and he would joyfully devote himself to the ministry thus 
pleasingly presented to him. 

vStonin *^®se happy employments the days passed swiftly 

temple. g^ed into winter, and still he tarried at Jerusalem^ 

obhvious of the call of the Gentile world. Yet he was not 
"f A It would be about the commencement 

itxii. i7-2t. j f year 47 when, after the devout Jewish fashion, he one 
day betook himself to the Temple for a season of solitary 
prayer. A problem was pressing on his mind, and he would 
fain Imow the wiU of God. The question was whether he 
sho^d remain in Jemsalem and continue the work which 
he had so auspiciously begun ; and in the fervour of his 
. supplication he was rapt into unconsciousness of liis sur- 
rounihngs. His experience on the road to Damascus was 
repeated. The Glonfied Lord appeared to him, and charged 
turn to leave Jerusalem immediately. Meanwhile indeed 
the Jews were lending a ready ear to his message ; but their 
complacence would be short-lived : ‘ they wiU not receive 
your testimony concerning Me.' It reveals the recent trend 
of hauls thoughts that he remonstrated and urged that 
there was reason to anticipate a happier issue. His message 
was invested with powerful credentials which could hardly 
: fail to conquer the unbelief of the Jews. ‘ Lord,’ he pleaded 

those veiy men know that it was I who imprisoned and 

^ Cf. p. 6r, s rp A . 7 T 

* y€j^4creai eV eKffrdffeif ‘fell into an eesHw ’ *’* f n 

(iPla-rafr/irtA ec&tasy. Llie laea of 4K<rra<n^ 

facultie*? am r • beside oneself/ outwith the control of the ordinary 

. o Oa. • “>n<ln»n mduMd by j (il. Mk. ^ 

fAJcnoori w Ixcrraffii* TU!U XoyumiSp ‘he 

fc^ed M InhkP^apAr. Erasmus has here ‘raptus extra me 

he antithesis is ej> iawif yeyMat (xii. n) or els iavrdp imiv (Lk. xv. 17). 
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scourged in every synagogue ^ those who believed on Thee ; 
and when the blood of Stephen Thy martyr was being poured 
out, I am the very man who stood by and approved and 
watched the garments of his slayers.’ Surely his testimony 
must carry conviction ! ® The Lord ignored the argument 
and imperiously reiterated His command. The evangelisa- 
tion of Jerusalem was not Saul’s task ; his work lay else- 
whei'e. ‘ Go your way ; for I will send you afar as My 
Apostle ® to the Gentiles.’ 

That sentence defined Saul's mission and sealed his His, apos- 
ordination. He was thenceforth an Apostle of Jesus Christ mission?'' 
— the Apostle of the Gentiles ; and his Apostleship was a 
divine commission. Cf. oai. i 

' ' la ' 

^ Scourging was included in the synagogal discipline (cf. Mt. x. 17, xxiii. 34; 

2 Cor. xi. 24). Cf. Schlirer, ii. ii, p. 66 ; Lightfoot and Wetstein on Mt. x. 17. 

* Cf. Chrys. : \4 priori XoyifffiQv) he must needs suspect that they would 
certainly receive it. ^ 

® cf. Mt. x. 5, 
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The Antiochene Church was predominantly Gentile, and 
it appears that it had not as yet adopted the synagogal 
organisation which was subsequently universal in Christian 
communities. It had no Presbyters or Elders, and its 
leaders were Prophets and Teachers. The former were 
doubtless the fugitives who had settled in the city toward 
the close of the year 44 > 3 -nd though Agabus seems to have 
taken his departure, three stiU remained— Symeon Niger,! 
Lucius of Cyrene,® and Manaen, an ex-courtier of Herod 
Antipas, Tetrarch of Gahlee and Perasa.® And what were 
the ‘ Teachers ’ ? In those early days when there were no 
wntten Gospels, the story of our Lord’s earthly life was 
Reserved after the Jewish manner by oral tradition,* and 
its accurate transmission was a needful and difficult task, 
demanding not only laborious discipline but scrupulous 
faithfulness. This was the business of the Teachers ; ® and 
the importance of their service, as will appear in the sequel « 
increased with the progress of the years. They were not a 
distinct order. An Apostle or a Prophet or a Presbyter 
might be a Teacher ; and the transmission of the Evangelic 
Tradition to his converts was not the least of Paul’s apostolic 
concerns. 

On reaching Antioch Barnabas and Paul conferred with 
the three Prophets, their colleagues in the leadership of the 
Church, and acquainted them with their purpose. It was 

‘ Symeon and Simon were interchangeaWe forms (cf. Ac. xv. 14), and there is 
no impossibility in &e suggestion that Symeon Niger was Simon of Cyrene 

« “““0“ it 

need not imply that he was a negro, 

* Perhaps Paul’s ffvyy^,, i.e., ‘countryman’ or ‘fellow Jew’ (Rom. xvi. 21). 
Manaen is the Jewish name Menahem. (Tii>rpo<j>os does not mean ‘fo-ter- 

brother. coUa:tamus (Vulg.). It was a court title, denoting a member of the 
fTT- Deissmann, Bib. Stud., pp. 310 if.). Thus Manaen 

not a plebeian, the <*ild of Antipas’ nurse, but an ex-courtier, one of the few 
men of worldly rank m the pnmitive Church. It may be that he was a son of 
Menahem, the Essene prophet, who during the school-days of Herod the Great 

fuffilment 

fuliilnient of the prophecy (cf. Jos. Ant, xv, x* 5), 

* Cf* The Days qf £fis Flesh, pp. xiii ff. 

V r ■■ doctores qui in Ecclcsia litteris et 

retinendis paeros imbuebant more Synagogae j quia 
traditio illomm ad nos transitum fecit’ / s s , quia 

* Cf. pp. 592 flf. 
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a, momentaua departure, and the Prophets durst not lightly 
lend it their sanction. They sought direction of God, after 
the accustomed manner, by a season of prayer and fasting ; cf. Ac. 
nor did they seek in vain. The Holy Spirit illumined their 
minds, and they recognised the will of God. They convened 
the Church,^ and in name of the congregation ordained the 
missionaries and sent them forth on their high adventure. 

II 

EVANGELISATION OF CYPRUS Ac. 

4 - 12 . 

It was about the beginning of March 47 that Paul and The island 
Barnabas, attended by John Mark, took their departure 
from Antioch. 2 They had chosen the island of Cyprus as 
the first scene of their missionary labours ; and it was a 
natural choice. Cyprus lay nigh at hand, only seventy 
miles distant from Seleuceia, the port of Antioch. And 
since it was the native country of Barnabas, his local cf. Ac. iv. 
intimacies would ensure them a welcome and win their 
message a readier hearing. Moreover, the ground had 
already been broken by those fugitives from the first cf. xi. 19. 
persecution who had subsequently found their way to 
Antioch and inaugurated the momentous innovation of 
Gentile evangelisation. It may seem indeed that this 
should rather have precluded Paul from Cyprus, since his 
rule, at all events in after days, was never to ‘ preach the Rom. xv. 
Gospel where Christ’s name was known, lest he should be 2°ciorf x. 
building on another man’s foundation ’ ; but it should be ^5. 
considered that it was to the Jews that his predecessors had cf. Ac. xi. 
preached. The Gentiles had never yet heard the Gospel, 

^ Luke’s narrative here (vers* 2, 3) is very concise, but it would be clear to 
readers familiar with the democratic procedure of the primitive Church. Even at 
Jerusalem questions were not decided by the authority of the Apostles or the 
Presbyters but by the vote of the brethren, the judgment of the Church, and the 
Apostles merely gave effect thereto (cf. Ac. i* 15, 16, 21-23 ; xv. 22). Accordingly 
in ver. 3 the subject is not ‘tlie Prophets and Teachers’ but *the brethren,’ ^th« 
whole Church ’ ; and it is so deEned in Cod. Bez. (D) by the insertion of 
after wpoa-ev^dpLepoi, 

* Cf. Append L 
F 
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and it was to them especially that his mission was directed, 
Nor was Cyprus his ultimate venue. It was a mere stepping- 
stone to Asia Minor and the West, and thither his purpose 
already reached. 

Cyprus was a considerable island.' Its coast-line 
poitance. measured three hundred and ninety miles, and its length 
from Cape Dinaretiun in the east to Cape Acamas in the 
west was a hundred and sixty. In ancient days, when it 
was ruled by tyrants, it contained no fewer than nine 
kingdoms, and in the time of PHny its towns numbered 
fifteen. 2 Nor were its resources inadequate to the main- 
tenance of so large a population. In its midst betwixt the 
mountain ranges of Olympus and Aous stretched a fertile 
plain, watered by the river Pediseus and clothed not only 
with vineyards, olive orchards, and corn-fields, but with 
forests which furnished timber for the shipbuilders of Soh. 
Its mineral wealth too was abundant. In the very centre 
of the island at the base of Mount Aoiis lay Tamassus with 
its mines so rich in copper ore and sulphate of copper for 
medicinal uses.® Citium and Salamis were the seats of a 
prosperous trade in the manufacture and export of salt.* 
JustfSon' Cypnis destitute of intellectual renown. Salamis 

was the birthplace of Aristos the historian, and Citium gave 
to the M'orld Zeno, the founder of the Stoic philosophy, and 
Apollonius the physician. 

island was annexed to Rome by Cato Uticensis in 

province, 

59 B.C., and it was an Impenal Province under a propraetor 
until A.D. 22 when Augustus made it a Senatorial Province 
under a proconsul.® The latter had his seat at Paphos, a 
seaport and the Roman capital, situated at the south-west 
comer of the island. The city was styled New Paphos to 
distinguish it from Old Paphos, six or seven miles to the 
south-east, famous for an ancient temple of Aphrodite 
whither a multitude of worshippers resorted from the other 
cities to keep festival every year.® 

* Cf. Strabo, 681-85. * Plin. Ato. v, 35, 

* Strabo, 684 ; Plin. JVa/. ATjrf. xxxiv. 2. * Plin. Ato. ATrrf. xxxi. 39, 41. 

* Dio Cassius, ini. 12. Cf. Lightfoot, Essays on ‘Supernatural Religion' 
pp. 292 ff. 

* Cf . Horn. Oi. vin, 362 f* j Hon Od. L x%%, 1 1 ; Strabo, 6S3 ; Tac, 

P. a, 3, 
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A stream of Jewish emigrants had flowed into Cyprus Jewish 
during the hospitable regime of the Ptolemies, and it was 
reinforced under the early empire when Augustus farmed cf. i Mac. 
out the copper mines of the island to Herod the Great. ^ 

Thus, when Paul and his company landed at Salamis, they 
found there a large Jewish population, so large that there The syna- 
were several synagogues in the town ; and they opened IX'mis” 
their mission by visiting these and preaching to the congre- 
gations. It may seem strange that, though their errand 
was to the Gentiles, they should have addressed themselves 
to the Jews ; but this was Paul’s constant method to the 
last. In every town which he visited in the course of his 
travels, he immediately sought out the synagogue and there 
presented his initial appeal. ‘ Both to Jew, in the first 
instance, and to Gentile ' was his rule ; and it was indeed the Rom. 1 16; 
fitting procedure. The Law had been a providential pre- 
paration for the Gospel ; and it was a reasonable expectation 
that the Jews should welcome the Saviour of whom their 
Scriptures testified, and recognise it as their vocation to 
commend Him to the world. The synagogue was eveiy- 
where the Gospel’s rightful home, its point d’appui ; and it 
was only when the Jews had rejected their Messiah that cf. Ac. xiji 
Paul reluctantly turned from them and addressed his appeal 
to the Gentiles. 

Salamis was only the first station, and after preaching Progress 
there the missionaries proceeded on their way. They 
advanced from town to town, turning now southward, now 
northward, but always pushing westward, until they had 
traversed the breadth and length of the island.® Their 
labour seems to have accomplished little. Apparently indeed 
they w-ere courteously received by reason, doubtless, of the 
esteem wherewith Barnabas was regarded by his fellow- 
countrjmien ; at all events, they encountered in their 
progress through the island none of the hostility which the 
Gospel elsewhere aroused in Jewish breasts. But while there 

. ■ Jos. .xvi, 5. 

* withaccus. (ver. 6) is the phrase in the Book of Acts for a missionary 

progress through a country (cf. xh\ 24; xv. 3, 41 ; xvi. 6j xviii, 23; xix. I, 

21 ; XX. 2). It implies constant deviation in order to visit towns lying off the 
direct route, and this is expressed by the variant in Cod. Bcz. (D) Kal 
Bi ftihrw SXw vqiJW, 
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is no evidence of opposition, there is none of success either 

Ilf that they won a single convert in the 

course of their peregrination. 

Paphos, and there they achieved 
their hist tnumph Being the administrative capita] the 
city was the seat of the Roman proconsul, and the ^ce wS 
held in those days by Sergius Paulus. Contemporary Ihstorv 
IS almost silent regarding him,i but the sacred mrrative 
descubes him as ‘ a shrewd man,' 2 evidently, in view of the 
sShV intention of vindicating his reputation for 

rS?' 1, f practical sagadty was his 

chief charactenstic, it appears that he was in^no wise 
destitute of intellectual distinction. At all evente ft 
tii^ttflL^ nf the Sergius Paulus mentioned by PHny 
fu ^ furnished him with informal 

n for the second and eighteenth books of his Nakiral 

was mbued with its spirit. At that period the id£ ms 
ttat the hves of men ' tempered with the stars ’ 
and th?^ times were legible on the face of the firmament • 
^ho professed to decipher the celestial' 
blazonry was held in boundless reverence. It w'as not 
merdy m heathendom that the notion prevai ed for man 
^trologers were;Jews;« nor was it ody b 7 the ignS 
mdtitude that it was entertained, but by statesmen and 
pnnces hke Pompey, Crassus, and C$sar,« and the Emperors 
Augustus and Tiberius.’ The astrologers believedT/Seti 

p. 394. L'ghtfoot, £s,aj,s ‘Supernatural ReUgion,‘ 

^ Cf. mt ffist. II. 90, 97, 1,2 . xvm. 12, ».■ ■ 

m X... 


THE FIRST MISSION 


85 


art, and 90 far they were no impostors ; yet they usually 
turned it to ill account, trading on the credulity of their 
clients for lust of gold and power. And thus they exerted 
a baleful influence, insomuch that the Imperial Senate 
repeatedly decreed their expulsion from Rome,^ and the 
Christian Church in after days sternly condemned them, 
denying them the Sacrament of Baptism and casting them 
out of her communion.® Yet such was the fascination of 
their mystic art that no severity availed to suppress it, and 
the superstition lingered until it was dispelled by the progress 
of scientific knowledge. It was stiU potent in the fifteenth 
century. King Louis xi of France held frequent commerce 
with the stars ; ® and even after ‘ the new learning ’ had 
dissipated the long darkness of the Middle Ages, Philip 
Melanchthon was ‘a believer in judicial astrology, and a 
caster of horoscopes, and an interpreter of dreams.’ 

It was the fashion for exalted personages to retain The 
astrologers in their councils ; and just as the Emperor BarjesiS* 
Tiberius was attended by his Thrasyllus during his retreat on 
the island of Caprese, and King Louis by his Martius Galeotti 
in the castle of Plessis-les-Tours, so Sergius Paulus had an 
astrologer in his retinue. He was a Jew ; and his proper 
name was Barjesus, a patronymic like Bartholomew, 
Bartimaeus, and Barsabbas, signifying ' Son of Jesus ’ or 
' Joshua,’ while his official title was Elymas, ‘ the Wizard.’ * 

Alert to all that transpired in his province, the Proconsul 
had heard of the doings of the missionaries in their progress 
through the island; and on their arrival at Paphos he 
summoned them before him and, with his astrologer in 
attendance, inquired into their propaganda. 

It was a golden opportunity, and they gladly embraced His 
it. They expounded the Gospel to him, and he listened 
with keen interest.® Barjesus was standing by ; and when 

^ Cf. Tac. Jnn, ir. 32; Hisif. i. 22 5 Suet Ti 5 , 36; Vtteil 14. 

® Ct Bingham, Anftq. XI. v. S j XVI. v, I. 

* Cf. Scott, Quentin D2irwardy lAo\.t 

^ ’BXiJ/ias, interpreted in the text 0 pLdyot, ‘the Wizard/ is probably akin to 
Arabic V/i>;2, ‘wise’ or ‘able’ ; and the variant 'Eroi/iSy, ‘ Ready,’ in Cod. Bez. (D) 
is a Greek rendering of the title. 

® After irlcrr€ws (ver. 8) Cod, Bez. (D) and several other authorities add 
^Kovev avrwp, ‘since he was hearing them very gladly.’ 
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he marked how his master was impressed, he took alarm 
fts apprehension was lest they should supplant him in the 
Procons^ s favour and oust him from his lucrative oiSce 

w 1 them, until Paul lost patience.' 

He looked the charlatan in the face. ' You mass of trickerv- 
and r^cahty ! you “ Son of the Devil ” ! ' he cried, playinl 
upon his name Barjesus ; ' you enemy of all righteousness ' 
Hos.xiy.9. ^1 you not stop twisting " the Lord’s straight ways ” ? ’ 
There was indeed hot indignation in the Apostle’s heart 
but there was also shame ; for in the Jewish impostor's 
oppoation to the Gospel he recognised the self-same spirit 

denounced 

gainst him the very judgment which he had himself suffered: 

Lord’s hand is upon you, and you will 
ofbifnd°“ ® seeing the sun for a season.’ And so it "came to 

n«s. pass. A mist fell upon the astrologer’s eyes and like the 
■ ''■ Da„.ascus he had to' bT led aJaj 

Conversion It was a temporary visitation, and there was in it a merci- 
Proconsm. ful design Paul’s hope was that, resembling himself in his 
jn and his punishment, Barjesus would resale hLi aS 
m his repentance. By the sign whereby he had liimself 
been won, says St. Chrysostom, ‘ he desired to win him too 
And moreover " for a season ” is not the word of o^ who 
ould pumsh, but of one w'ho w'ould convert ; for had he 
p^shment, he ™„,d have made him'pi^an^ 
^nd. The issue is unrecorded, ^ but the miracle was in no 


Ac. xiii, 13, 
GaL 

IV. 13.X5; 

Ac. xui. 
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phyl a. 
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evangelisation of southern GALATIA 


Paphos was the western limit of Cyprus, and now that the\' 

missionaries 

to take their departure and carry the Gospel farther Their 
aestmation was the Province of Pamphylia on the southern 
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coast of Asia Minor, and it presented an attractive and 
hopeful field. Its population included a considerable 
Jewish element, and it had been represented in the Holy 
City on that memorable Day of Pentecost when the Holy cf. ac. it 
Spirit descended on the Apostles and three thousand souls 
were won to the faith. Thus the Gospel was not unknown 
in Pamphylia, and the soil was in a measure prepared. It 
was a fair and fertile country, well watered by the Cestrus, the 
Eurymedon, and lesser streams which flowed from the 
Pisidian uplands. The capital was Perga, a sacred city 
with a famous temple of Artemis on an adjacent eminence ; 
and there were other towns, chiefly Aspendus and the 
seaports of Attaleia and Side.^ 

It would be about the end of June when they set sail from paui 
Paphos, and they steered north-westward to the port of 
Attaleia at the mouth of the Cestrus. The river was navig- malaria, 
able, and the ship proceeded six miles up its course to Perga ; 
and there they disembarked, designing probably to make 
the capital the headquarters of their operations. But, says 
St. Thomas k Kempis, ‘ homo proponit sed Deus disponit, 
nec est in homine via ejus.’ Pamphylia is a level crescent, 
encircling the Pamphylian Sea and backed by the lofty range 
of the Taurus. In midsummer the climate is warm and 
enervating, and malaria, the plague of all the southern fringe 
of Asia Minor, is there especially prevalent. It was early 
in July when they reached Perga, and the sudden plunge 
from the free air of Cyprus and the cool sea-breezes into that 
sweltering caldron was trying for them, particularly for 
Paul who had borne the chief burden of the work. He was 
seized with malarda and experienced its peculiar miseries — 
fever, ague, and racking headache all the more distressing 
that it affected his ey^es, already enfeebled by the blinding 
flash on the road to Damascus.^ 

It was the beginning of a lifelong affliction. The malady a chronic 
clung to him all his days ; and whenever his strength ran 
low, it would grip him and lay him prostrate. It was a 
grievous embarrassment to his ministry. Again and again, 
as will appear in the sequel, it frustrated his missionary 
designs, compelling him to abandon the path which he had 

>• Cf. Strabo, 667. • Cf. Append. III. 
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chosen and forgo what seemed precious opportunities ; and 
rfi- for a while it fretted his eager spirit. He regarded it, in his 
own phrase, as ‘ a messenger of Satan to buffet liim each 
recurring attack was a disabling stroke of the Adversary, the 
Enemy of the Gospel. Presently, however, he came to 
regard it as a heavenly ally. Experience taught him that, 
when he was restrained from the course w'hich he had 
meditated, that on which he was driven conducted him to a 
grander service than he had ever imagined. And thus he 
n. recognised his infirmity as, in the language of Scripture, ' a 
6 .’ hedge of thorns ' fencing in the way which God had marked 
out for him and preventing him, with gracious severity, 
from turning aside into paths of his own choosing. 

And so it proved at the very outset. It was impossible for 
the invalid to remain in Pamphylia, and he and Barnabas 
decided to escape from the enervating climate and travel 
northward into the uplands of the Province of Galatia, and 
there prosecute their mission. They were, however, con- 
fronted by an unpleasant denouement. It appears that John 
Mark, softly nurtured in his comfortable home at Jerusalem, 
had taken unkindly to the hardships of the mission ; and 
1 Paul s sickness completed his discomfiture. He feared lest 
he too should sicken, and the proposal to face the toilsome 
ascent of the Taurus and venture into the unknowm territory 
beyond smote him with consternation. He refused to 
proceed, and incontinently decamped and returned home 1 
It was sheer pusillanimity. ‘ John,’ it is written, ' withdrew 
from thena and returned to Jerusalem.’ The sting of the 
sentence lies in his designation as ‘ John.’ It was his Jewish 
name. 'His Gentile name was ‘ Mark,’ and it had been his 
while he shared the mission to the Gentiles; but now he 
had forfeited it by his recreance, and it was restored to him 
only after he had purged his shame. 

_ Abandoned by their attendant, Paul and Barnabas took 
their departure from Perga. Their route lay across the 

‘ P" Chp. ! tI Sirare di dvax^peT ir’ airuv ; &re M /iaKporiaai> 

XoiTTiv ffT(\X0ix^!w oSiv Kalroi y( Jjr^p^rijs airol Si tSv kMwov txL,> 

There js a happy tojh of humour in the comment of gmdam in Jo. Stephanus 
Menochius ; ex affectu erga matrem degentem lerosolymis.’ John was Iiome 
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steep and rugged range of the Taurus ; and it was not merely 
a toilsome but a dangerous journey, since the mountains 
were infested by brigands ^ and swept by torrents dilEicult to 
ford when they were running full.^ In midsummer indeed 
the torrent-beds would be dry, but the ' dangers from 2 Cor* xi. 
brigands ' would be all the greater. The journey would be a 
severe ordeal for a broken invalid, and they would make 
what haste they could, preaching nowhere by the way. 

It would be about the beginning of August when they Pisidian 
reached Pisidian Antioch. This important city belonged to 
the ancient country of Phrygia ; but since it was situated 
close to the border of Pisidia, it was styled ' Antioch toward 
Pisidia,' ® in order to distinguish it from other cities of 
the same name, especially Syrian Antioch and Antioch on 
the Mseander ; and the cumbrous designation was abbre- 
viated to * Pisidian Antioch.' ^ The ancient delimitation, 
however, had been obliterated under the imperial regime, 
and in those days Antioch belonged to the Roman Province 
of Galatia.® This enormous province extended diagonally 
across Asia Minor from the shore of the Euxine in the north- 
east until it adjoined the Province of Pamphylia in the 
south-west. It embraced the ancient kingdom of Pontus, 
much of Paphlagonia, the ancient country of Galatia, most 
of Lycaonia and Pisidia, and the south-east corner of 

^ Cf. Strabo, 568, 570. 

* Cf, Ramsay, Church in Rom, Emp,^ p. 23. 

® i) irpbi Cf. Strabo, 557, 569, 577. 

* ^Apridx^ia 7 } TlLcriSia. Cf. Ac. xiii. 14, where T.R. clt ^kvrihxeiav r?jt 
ni<7-i5iay, ‘Antioch of Pisidia,’ is due to a subsequent extension of the Pisidian 
frontier (cf. Plin. Nat, Hist, v. 24). 

® It is here assumed that * Galatia ’ signifies not, according to the old view 
maintained by Lightfoot, the ancient kingdom of the Galate, a Celtic race, but 
the Roman Province of Galatia (cf. Ramsay, Church in Rom, Emp,, pp. 77 ff. ; 

Lake, Earlier Epistles of St. Paul^ pp. 254 ff,). The term is thus not ethno- 
graphical but political ; and ‘ the Galatians ’ to whom Paul’s letter is addressed 
were not the northern Galatse but the Phrygians of Antioch and the Lycaonians of 
Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe whom he evangelised during his first mission and 
revisited in the course of his second (cf. Ac. xvi. 6) and third (cf. xviii. 23). The 
former or North Galatian theory involves the awkward consequence that he 
engaged in an important ministry which is unrecorded in the Book of Acts and 
which must be assigned to the second mission. Cf. Ac, xvi, 6, where, however, 
rr^v ^Ppvyiap Kal VaXanKijp means not ‘Phrygia and the country of Galatia’ 

but ‘the Phrygian and Galatian District’ or ‘the Phrygo-Galatic District,’ 
the Dart of the Province of Galatia once called Phrygian, 
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Cf. Gal. 
iv. 13-15, 


Phrygia ; and since it was so large, it was, for the sake of 
convenience, apportioned into ‘ Districts ’ which followed 
the boundaries of the ancient countries — the Phrygian 
District, the Isaurian, the Lycaonian, and so forth.’^ 

Antioch belonged to the Phrygian District, and the 
population was composed of four elements.^ There were, 
first of all, the native Phrygians. The aboriginal race still 
occupied the surrounding country, but the city was a Greek 
settlement from Magnesia on the Mseander,® founded appa- 
rently by Seleucus Nicator, the first of the Seleucid dynasty 
{312-280 B.C.), who named it after his father Antiochus. 
It was thus originalh’ a Greek city ; but in it, as in aU the 
cities which he founded, Seleucus granted rights of citizen- 
ship to Jewish settlers,* and so the population included a 
large and influential Jewish community. Finally, in the 
year 25 b.c. the country passed under the Roman dominion, 
and toward 6 B.c. Augustus made Antioch a Roman colony 
with the designation Colonia Ccesarea Antiochia, settling 
there the veterans of the Legio Alauda with a view to the 
pacification of the country, particularly the protection of 
the great Trade Route against the depredations of the 
brigands who infested the Pisidian mountains. 

Paul reached Antioch in a piteous plight, enfeebled by 
sickness and spent by the fatigue of his painful passage of 
the Taurus ; and it was impossible for him to address him- 
self immediately to the w'ork of evangelisation. He was, 
however, fortunate in his new surroundings. The city stood 
some three thousand six hundred feet above the sea-level, 
and the brisk air allayed his fever and repaired his wasted 
vigour. Nor did he lack the precious succour of human 
sympathy. He was indeed confined to his lodging, but 
Barnabas went abroad. He would talk of the Gospel, and 
his gracious bearing would win him good-will and prompt a 
kindly interest in his suffering comrade. One friend above 

1 <^p,vyla Xwpa, Xwpa, AvtiaoviKyj Xwpa, or in full FaXart^^ Xd*pa 7§f 

AvKaoptci% *the Galatian District o£ Lycaonia,’ as di.stinguished from 
Xdpa^ the part of Lycaonia belonging to the Return 
® Cf. Ramsay, dim of St. Paul, pp. 245 C 
* Strabo, 577. 

^ Cf. Jos. Ant. Xth iii. I. 
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all was raised up in those dark da]^ ; and this was the Luke the 
physician Luke.^ He was a Greek, and later tradition says 
that he was a proselyte to Judaism ; * but this is refuted by 
the fact that he was uncircumcised, and the probability is Cf. Coi. iv 
that he belonged to that interesting class, the ' God-fearers/ 
those pious Gentiles who, dissatisfied with their heathen 
religion and attracted by the pure ideals of the Jewish Faith, 
attached themselves to the Synagogue and shared its worship 
without submitting to the ceremonial rites of the Mosaic 
Law.® He was summoned to the invalid’s couch ; and as he 
ministered to his bodily infirmity, he heard from his lips 
the blessed secret which his heart had been craving. Thence- 
forward he was the Apostle’s dearest disciple, and the Church 
owes him not only the gracious Gospel which bears his name 
and breathes his master’s spirit, but the Book of Acts, that 
precious record of the heroic ministry in which he bore so 
large a part. 

Paul made his fiirst public appearance in the Jewish PauVs first 
synagogue one Sabbath, probably about a fortnight after his an^eln 
arrival in the city.^ The congregation was composed not 
only of Jews but of ‘ God-fearers,’ evidently a numerous 
and influential section of the community. One of the latter 
was Luke, and it appears that he was present and wdtnessed 
all that passed on this memorable occasion. The missionaries 
took their places unostentatiously among the worshippers ; ® 
but their fame had already spread, and the Rulers of the 
S5magogue had their eyes upon them. The service proceeded 
after the prescribed order. The Scripture-lessons were 
read. One was from the Law and the other from the 
Prophets, and it appears that the passages for the day were 
the first chapter of the Book of Deuteronomy and the first 

^ Foi the evidence that Luke belonged not to Syrian but to Pisidian Antioch 
see Append. IV. 

® Cf. Hieron. Quasf, m Gen. 46 : ^ licet plerique tradant Lucam Evangelistam 
ut proselytum Hebrseas literas ignorasse/ 

® Cf. p. 13. '* Cf. Append. I. 

® When the Rulers of the Synagogue invited them to speak, they * sent to them ’ 

(cf, ver. 15), Implying that they sat remote. On the contrary, since sitting was 
the attitude of a Jewish teacher, Dr, John Lightfoot infers from eKddurav (ver. 14) 
that by previous arrangement with the Rulers they occupied the teachers^ seat. 
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*re P>^«cribrd for these passages 

Kent of his discourse Paul employs several sf-r'ir- the commence- 

iTpo^o<p 6 i>tt<rey, Kara\-opoy 6 n,,ff(p) 

had just been read. ’ « that the passages 

’ Cf. The Days of ms Mesh, p. or. , , 

¥««*’, not ‘exalted’ but ‘hronpbf ,.„ > • r IV. 

(cf. li. i8). ^ 2 t ‘ ied ’ i!f V '■ *“* 

bondage tvas an education. * “ ®gypt; she was ‘humbled.’ Her 

^ iTpo!<po^6py)cr€if AC*E Tl 

~rs,’ is more strongly atte^tedTS^DnlT V T^r. ‘ 

^ Sam, vii. i j Jer. iii, i3, * * hi, 28 j Jud, xi, 

’400 years of oppression (cf, Gen xv A/. 
and the period of conquest-— rouffhiv t* ^ wilderness, 

<Ss fremp rcrp. xal ,rrpr. after x^ferd W f Text puU 
years. This differs widely from r Ki vi’^? 45° 

tooIoB. «, iZ ’Z S “ T“ '»«»"•' 

vui. m. I ) . Solomon began the building of the 
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Prophet, And next they requested a King, and God gave them 
Saul, the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty 
aa years.^ And He removed him, and raised them up David as 

King; and to him He also bore this testimony: “I have Ps. issxix. 
found David/" the son of Jesse, “a man according to My 
heart/" who will perform all My pleasure/" 28. 

33 " From this man’s seed according to promise God has brought 

34 Israel a Saviour — Jesus. Ere His appearance on the scene John 
had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of 

35 Israel. And while John was accomplishing his career, he would 

say : What you suppose me to be, I am not.^ No, look you, Cf. jo. i. 
One is coming after me whose sandal I am not worthy to loose/’ 

36 " Brothers, sons of Abraham’s race and the God-fearers among 

you, to you ® has the word ” of this salvation “ been sent forth/" Ps.cviL ao. 

37 For the dwellers in Jerusalem and their rulers by ignoring this 
word fulfilled also by their judgment the voices of the Prophets 

38 which are read every Sabbath ; ^ and, though they found no 
reason for death, they requested Pilate that He should be 

39 executed. And when they had carried out everything that is 
written of Him, they took Him down from the Tree and 

30 laid Him in a tomb. But God raised Him from the dead. 

31 And He appeared in the course of a good many days to those who 
had gone up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem ; and these are 
33 at this hour His witnesses to the people. And we are telling you 

33 good tidings of the promise made to the fathers — that God has 
fulfilled this for our children ^ by raising Jesus, as it is written 
also in the second Psalm : Thou art My Son : this day have I 

34 begotten Thee/" And that He raised Him from the dead never 
more to turn to corruption, He has thus declared : I will give is. iv. 3. 

35 Thee the holy promises to David, the faithful promises/’ And 
therefore also in another Psalm He says : “Thou wilt not give Ps. xvi. xa 


Temple in the fourth year of his reign, 592 years after the Exodus. Deduct 
(l) 40 years in the wilderness, (2) 25 of Joshua’s leadership (cf. Jos, AfzL v. i, 29), 
(3) 40 of Saul’s reign (cf. Ac. xiii, 21), (4) 40 of David’s (cf. i Ki. ii. ii), and 
(5) the first four of Solomon’s ; and there remain, as the period of the Judges, 
443 or 'some 450’ years. 

^ Cf. Jos. VI. xiv. 9. The duration of Saul’s reign is nowhere stated in 
O. T. 

* Reading ri virovoetre elvat, oOk elfit iyd and taking rl in the sense of 0 

(cf. Mk. xiv. 36). * % 

® vfjuy CEHLP Vulg., 'you Hellenists and Gentiles.’ 

* Otherwise: 'by ignoring it and the voices of the prophets they condemned 
Him and fulfilled them.’ 

® rots riKvois §^ABC*D Vulg. Observe the Apostle’s solicitude to include 
both sections of His audience, Jews and Gentiles equally. He says ' the (not 
"our”) fatheins’ and 'our (not "their”) children,’ The promise was a common 
heritage. 
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36 Thine Holy One to see corruption.'" For David in Ms own 
generation served the will of God and fell asleep/ and was laid 

37 to his fathers and saw corruption ; but He whom God raised 
did not see corruption. 

38 ' Therefore be it recognised by you, brothers, that through 

39 Him is remission of sins being announced to you, and from all 
the unrighteousness from which you could not be absolved in 
terms of the Law of Moses, every one who has faith is absolved 
in Him.' 

Here, like Stephen in his defence before the Sanhedrin, 
he was interrupted. The historical review at the outset of 
his discourse would gratify the patriotic sentiment of his 
Jewish hearers, and he was careful from time to time to 
appeal also to the God-fearers in the congi‘egation. And 
thus for a while Ms argument commanded unanimous 
approval ; but when he came to speak of the crime of the 
rulers and people of the Holy City and its condemnation by 
the Resurrection, the narrower sort of his Jewish hearers, 
already suspicious, took offence. He marked their frowns 
and their mutterings, and closed with a solemn warning : 

40 ' Beware, therefore, lest the sequel be what is written in the 
prophets : 

41 See, ye despisers, and wonderland vanish away ; 
for that I am working a work in your days, 

a work which ye will in no wise believe if one declare it 
to you.'" 

Silence ensued.® The congregation sat awe-stricken, until 
Paul and Barnabas, desirous evidently of avoiding a rencontre 
with the Rulers, rose to take their departure ; and then 
from all sides came entreaties that they would return the 
next Sabbath and resume the argument.® The proposal was 

^ So Vulg., Bez., R.V. Others (Cdv., A.V.) take yitre^ as object of 
ifyr‘tjp€T'^ffas {‘having served his own generation*) aad construe rov BioB 
either with V7n?per?)(ras {* having served by the will of God ’) or with (‘ by 

the will of God fell asleep ’). 

* After ver. 41 Cod. Bez, (D) has xal eV^/Tjcrav, ‘and they kept silence.’ 

® i^ABCmEI Vulg., Chrj^s. : i^tSvrdip aBrOsp wapeKoXovp^ ‘and as they (Paul 
and Barnabas) were going out, they (the congregation) besought. ’ If 
has here its ordinary signification ‘between,* then ds rb ad^^arop means 

‘ on the intervening Sabbath.’ Two explanations have been suggested, (i) Since 
or <rdj 3 ^oTa denoted not only ‘Sabbath* but ‘week* (cf. Lk. xviii. 12), 
Dr. John Lightfoot understands that they were requested to attend the weekday 


THE FIRST MISSION 


95 


distasteful to the Rulers, and they abruptly dismissed the 
assemblage. But they could not thus stifle the interest 
v?hich had been evoked, and a number of the Jews and the 
God-fearers^ followed the missionaries and professed their 
faith. With the impulsiveness which characterised not only 
the Antiochenes but their neighbours of southern Galatia, cf, pni. i, 
and which w'as demonstrated alike by their initial enthu- fv, “14/^5’. 
siasm and their subsequent defection, they would fain have 
been baptised forthwith ; ® but Paul and Barnabas restrained 
their impetuosity, and meanwhile ‘ talked with them and 
urged them to continue in the grace of God.’ And the event 
justified their caution. Throughout the week the Gospel was 
the general talk,® and the interest even of the Gentile populace 
was excited. The whole city was eager to hear it, and on 
the ensuing Sabbath the synagogue was besieged by an 
enormous crowd. The jealousy of the Jews was aroused. 

Even those who had been favourably disposed resented the 
idea of the Gentiles being put on an equality with themselves ; 
and when the Apostle resumed his discourse, he was greeted 
with interruptions. Objections were raised, and when these 
were answered, ribaldries against the Crucified succeeded, 
until the missionaries could endure it no longer and took 
their predetermined course. They had, as was fit, presented 
the Gospel in the first instance to the Jews, and since these had 
rejected it, they abandoned them and turned to the Gentiles. 

They quitted the synagogue, and thenceforth addressed Succes^^ 
themselves to the general populace. And their message among the 
was cordially received. It pleased the Gentiles that their ^p^ace. 

meetings on Monday and Thursday (cf. The Days of His Fleshy p. 94). 

Similarly {2) Grotius, who would read for medio tempore inter 

dm sabhata^ ‘in the interval between the two Sabbaths.* pt€ra|u, howeverj 
meant also ‘next after.* Cf. Jos. De Bell, Jud. Y, iv. 21 AavLoov re wal 
in dk rwv robrup paoiKiiay, Contra Apian, i. 21. Thus 

rh p.£Ta^v ffdp^arop is ‘ the next Sabbath,* and so Cod. Bez. (D) reads and 
one cursive e7ri6j'. 

^ riap a‘€^Q,uiPiop TpoeufKbriop (ver. 43) is impossible. It combines two distinct 
classes—the. God-fearers or worshippers (cf. p. 13) and the proselytes. The 
distinction was forgotten, and wpoirrjkh’btv k manifestly an erroneous gloss on 
rCbv 

® After (ver. 43) 137 Syr^ c* add d^iodvret ‘claiming to 

be baptised.* 

® After ver. 43 Cod. Bez. (D) and Syr. Vers, add x * And it came to pass that 
the Word of God spread a!! over the city,* 
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cause had been espoused against Jewish insolence, 
there were not a few who were animated by a holier senti* 
ment. Their hearts had been touched, and they welcomed 
the Saviour's grace. Nor was the work confined to the city. 
Visitors from the surrounding country heard the message of 
salvation, and they carried the glad tidings with them to 
their homes untU all the Phrygian District had shared the 
benediction. 

oAhenfis- signal a triumph exasperated the Jews, and they 

sionaries ■ resorted to violence. Among the ‘ God-fearers ’ who had 

Antioch. ^^s.de the synagogue their spiritual home were some ladies 
of good station. They were apparently the wives of 
magistrates, and they lent themselves to the malignant 
designs of the Jewish leaders. The latter instigated an 
attack upon Paul and Barnabas, and those ladies prejudiced 
their husbands’ minds ?ind procured the condemnation of 
the missionaries and their expulsion from the District as 
disturbers of the peace. 

iconinm. It would be about the end of October when they were 
driven from Antioch ; ^ and, quitting the Phrygian District, 
they journeyed to Iconium, the metropolis of the Lycaonian 
District, upwards of eighty miles east by south of Antioch. 
Formerly the frontier town of Phrygia,® it had for admini- 
strative convenience been included by the Romans in 
Lycaonia ; * but the citizens retained their ancient language 
and clung to their ancient traditions, and persisted in regard- 
ing themselves as Phrygians.^ And indeed they had reason 
for historic pride. Iconium was, like Damascus, a city of 
immemorial antiquity. It was associated with the name of 
the Phrygian king Nannacus, who was reputed to have 
reigned before the Flood and was immortalised by the Greek 
proverb ‘ since Nannacus,' denoting extreme age.® Though 

Cf. Append. I* 

* Xen. Andb, i, H, jp • elt ^iKhvLOv^ r^j ^pvylas 7 r 6 \iv itf'x^TTip* 

* Cf. Strabo, 568 ; Cic. Ad Fam, XV. iv. 2 ; PHn. iVo/. Hist. V, 25. 

Cf. Ramsay, Church in Fom, p. 39, 

* Suid.^: rd dird NapydKov^ eVi rQv dwl vdKaLdrt^n eavfxa^ofiiwmv. Ndi/pam 

yap ^pvySfv vpb tQv tqO A^vKaXiwpos xpbviav. Another proverb was * th« 

tears of Nannacus/ rh Navyd/cou KXatfaofiai (Suid.), referring to his imavaiiing 
Mentation and Supplication on learning of the approaching disaster of the 
Flood# 
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fallen from its traditional greatness in the Apostle’s day, it 
remained a fine and prosperous city. It lay on the southern 
margin of a wilderness, the dreary upland of the Axylus, cold 
and barren, and so waterless that its only inhabitants were 
wild asses and a breed of rough-haired sheep which throve 
there surprisingly and yielded a rich profit to their keepers, 
who obtained water by sinking wells, accounted the deepest 
in the world, and occupied the few towns in the country, the 
chief being Sovatra, where water was so scarce that it was 
bought and sold. But nature had dealt more kindly with 
Iconium. Behind it to the west lay the highlands which 
reached up to the ridge of the Taurus ; and thence flowed a 
multitude of streams which fer ti l i sed the environs of the 
town and, having no outlet to the sea, lost themselves in a 
vast expanse of marshes.^ 

The Royal Road, constructed by Augustus, ran from Successful 
Antioch to Lystra, passing through Misthia and skirting 
Lake Caralis ; and Paul and Barnabas would travel by that 
easy highway for some five and thirty miles, and then, at a 
point two or three miles beyond Misthia, they would diverge 
from it and follow the less commodious road which led thence 
to Iconium.2 On their arrival they proceeded precisely as 
they had done at Antioch,® and they had a much similar 
experience. They visited the synagogue, and Paul’s 
preaching * evoked an immediate response, winning a large 
number both of the Jews and of their Gentile adherents. So 
striking a success displeased the Jewish leaders, and they set 
themselves to counteract it. They would naturally, like 
their confrhres at Antioch, have raised opposition in the 
synagogue, and thus have driven the missionaries to withdraw 
from it and devote themselves exclusively to the Gentiles ; 
but this was impracticable by reason of the number of the 
Jewish converts. And so a conference was held between 
the religious and civil arrthorities of the Jewish community, Machina- 
the Rulers of the Synagogue and the Archons, as they were the"jewis& 

‘ Strabo, S 68 . 

* Cf. Act. Paul, et Thecl. 3 . 

® Ac. xiv. I s mrh. rb air 6^ not stmu!^ * at the same time,* ‘together* (Wetst., 

A.V., R.V.), but similiter^ ‘in the same manner * (Blass). 

^ In xiv. I for ‘they* (ayroiJs) Cod. Bez. (D) has ‘he* {aMv). Paul was always 
foremost, and the preaching was his office. 
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designated — the chiefs of the senate or civil court which 
had been established by Augustus in each Hellenistic com- 
munity for the administration of its internal affairs.^ The 
issue was that they succeeded in poisoning the minds of 
the Gentiles and exciting them against the missionaries and 
their followers.®* The animosity, however, was short-lived. 
‘ The Lord quickly gave peace,’ and they continued their 
ministry throughout the winter ® with undaunted courage, 
reinforced by miraculous tokens of the Lord’s presence and 
co-operation. 

All the while, however, they were harassed by the 
machinations of the Jewish authorities, and a dangerous 
situation gradually developed. The citizens were ranged in 
two hostile factions according as their sympathies lay with 
the Jewish rulers or with the missionaries. It would have 
mattered little at Antioch, a Roman colony where just laws 
prevailed and order was resolutely maintained ; but at 
Iconium with its native magistracy that security was lacking, 
and at length, probably in the early summer, the partisan 
animosity flared up, and a mob of Jews and Gentiles, in- 
stigated by the Jewish Archons, made a savage assault on 
Paul and Barnabas, shouting abuse and pelting them with 
stones. 

They escaped and fled from the town, accompanied 

* Phil. In Place. lo. Cf. SchtSrer, u. ii. pp. 63 flf., 243 ff. 

_ * The narrative here (xiv. 1-6) is somewhat perplexing. Ver. 3 seems an 
mterruption, introducing an extended and successful ministry in the midst of a 
fierce persecution, between its outbreak and its violent consummation. It is 
tempting to conjecture either that the verse is an interpolation or that it has been 
mi^laced and should stand between ver. i and ver. 2 ; but the reading of ver. 2 
m Cod. Bei. (D) and Syriac Version elucidates the passage : ol SI doxivwa woi twv 
lovdalup ml oi ipxoyrt! awayuy^s (Syr. om. rijs avpay.) l-aljyayop airolt 
ibyr. om. «vt<ki) Siicynir xard rur Simlup (Syr. om. x. r. Sik.) xol iicdicmap rit 
tOv iSppip Kwrb. rSp AScXflSp- 6 Sk Kdpioi ISmcp raxi ‘But the 

Jews Rulers of the Synagc®ue and the Archons brought on a persecution and 
made the souls of the Gentiles evil affected against the brethren ; but the Lord 
^>c ■ y gave peace.’ Thus the course of events was : an unsuccessful attempt bv 
he Jewish religious and civil authorities to rouse the Gentiles against the Apostles 
(ver. 2) ; prosecution by the latter of a successful ministry despite the persistent 
a^OMtyof the Jewish authorities (ver. 3); creation of two parties in the town 
through Je^ machinations (ver. 4) ; their collision, achieving the end which the 
Jmm autlionties bad been seeking all the while (vers, c. 6)* 

* Ci Append. I. 
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by some of their supporters, vrho were, no less than them* 
selves, objects of resentment.^ It was a magisterial judg- 
ment which had expelled them from Antioch, and it had 
excluded them not merely from the city but from the 
Phrygian District. Now, however, they were fugitives from 
a riot, and they were safe so soon as they were clear of the 
town. The Lycaonian District remained open to them, and 
they were free to settle where they would within its bounds. 

' This determined their course. The Iconian fugitives dis- 
persed over the District and preached the Gospel, but this 
was impracticable for Paul and Barnabas. It was only in the 
towns that the common Greek was spoken, and since the 
rural peasantry knew only their Lycaonian vernacular, they 
would not have understood the missionaries.® And thus it 
was necessary that the latter on their flight from Iconium 
should betake themselves to another town, and they naturally 
turned to the nearest. 

This was Lystra, which lay fully twenty miles to theLystra. 
south, occup5dng an eminence some 3780 feet above sea- 
level on the northern bank of a stream which flows through 
a pleasant valley and loses itself in the marshes eastward.* 
Originally a place of small importance, it had acquired some 
consequence under the imperial regime, inasmuch as it was 
the terminus of the Royal Road from Antioch and, like 
Antioch, a military colony, the eastmost of the chain of 
fortified towns wHch Augustus had established for the 
repression of the brigands of Pisidia and Isauria. Lystra 
was proud of her new position,^ nevertheless she remained 
undistinguished. She had little commerce, and conse- 

^ Ood, Bez* (D) illuminates the situation by amplifying ver* 7 thus : 
edayyi\i^lJL€voL Kal iKiV7)0ri S\ov r6 7r\^$ot M rf BiBaxS* o Bk HaOXos ml 
Bapvd^a^ BihpiSoi^ iv Ai^trrpoi.Si ‘and there they were preaching the Gospd, 
and the whole populace (/.#. of the District) was moved at the teaching; but 
Paul and Barnabas were employed at hystia^^ Here two distinct ministrieB are 
implied, that of the Apostles at Lystra and that of their followers in the surrounding 
■■■■/District*: ■■.■/., 

* C£. p. 7 * 

® The site was identified in 1S85 close to the modern Khaiyn Serai on the 
evidence of a marble pedestal dedicated to Augustus and inscribed DivtJM 
aug(ustum)/colonia jul(ia) FELIX gemina/lustra/conskcravit/d(ecrbto) 
p{ecurionum). 

^ Cf. Ramsay, Church in Rom. p» 50^ 



»-• quently she had no Jewish community and no synagogue. 
Her populace was composed of the Roman garrison and the 
aboriginal Lycaonians who preserved their native language 
and worship, though they spoke also the Common Greek and 
could understand the preaching of the missionaries. 

Though there was no Jewish community, there was at 
least one Jewish family at Lystra. The mother was a 
widow 1 named Eunice, and she had a son named Timothy, 
a mere lad.® Her husband, apparently long deceased, had 
been a Gentile, and had remained a Gentile all his days, 
since the boy had never been circumcised ; yet, despite her 
toyal acquiescence in the conditions which her marriage 
imposed, she was a devout Jewess, and her hereditary piety 
was confirmed by the gracious presence in the home of her 
aged mother Lois,s who aided her in the religious nurture of 
the cliild and his instruction from his earliest days in the 
.^wish Scriptures. The missionaries would speedily make 
their acquaintance, and it may be that they lodged in that 
peaceful and pious house during their stay at Lystra. In 
any case all the three were won to the Faith, and Timothy 
Pa^^^ after years a trusted and efficient coadjutor of 

Since there was no synagogue in the town, they addressed 
themselves forthwith to the heathen populace. It was 
difficult to commend the Gospel to pagan hearts, ignorant of 
the hopes and promises which it fulfiUed, and it seems to 
have fallen at the outset upon deaf earn. One day how- 
ever, an opportunity presented itself. Paul was preaching 
perhaps m the market-place, and he observed one eager 
hstener amid the listless throng. He was a helpless cripple, 

‘ Ac. xvi. I one cursive has ’lovSai'er while the imperf. 

(ver. 3), used to be, had been,’ implies, according to Greek usage, that he tos 

Ot. IV. 13. That Timothy belonged to Lystra appears from xvi. i, where 

rllft ‘he remoter 4 

so well known receives no local designation, but the Svriac and AriUni^ 

Versions have ‘Timothy of Lystra.’ v. 4,uu .vrineman 

:J. handicapped him in his ministry 

* Mm (2 Tim. i. s) denoted either a paternal or maternal grandmother (cf Suid 
mder rf, ^ -symSy s Ss i indtj 

bat Lois and Eunice were not only mother nnd daughter but co reliZkts 
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and he sat drinking in the good tidings. The wistful face 
appealed to the Apostle, and he recognised an opportunity 
of at once befriending the sufferer and moving the crowd. 

He looked hard at the man and, speaking out that every 
one might hear, he bade liim ' stand upright on his feet.’ 

Never in his life had the cripple stood or walked, but he 
instinctively obeyed. He sprang up, and not merely stood 
but walked about. 

Instantly the bystanders awoke from their apathy. An The 
amazing tiling had happened before their eyes, and they 
drew their own conclusion. In those days it was generally 
beheved in the heathen world that the gods, when they human 
pleased, descended from heaven and walked the earth in 
human form, conversing with men ; ^ and that very country 
was the scene where, according to a pleasant fable, such a 
theophany had been vouchsafed. It was told how Zeus and 
Hermes had appeared in the guise of needy strangers and, 
repulsed from a thousand doors, had been welcomed in 
their poor hut by a couple of aged peasants, Philemon and 
Baucis, at the village of Tyriseum on the borders of Phrygia 
and Lycaonia.2 Hence it was perhaps that the worship of 
Zeus and Hermes prevailed in Lycaonia : they were pre- 
eminently-' the gods ’ of the covmtry.® The story would be 
familiar to the people of Lystra, and it was very natural that 
on witnessing the miracle they should leap to the conclusion 
that the wonder had recurred. The cry was raised in their 
vernacular ; ‘ The gods are come down to us in the likeness 
of men ! ’ and they took the silent and benevolent Barnabas 
for Zeus, ‘ the King of gods and men,’ and Paul the pi'eacher 
for Hermes, ‘ the Interpreter and Prophet of the Gods.’ ^ 

Mindful of the reproach which their ancestors had un-Prepara- 
vittingly incurred, they incontinently dispersed to publish 
the wonderful tidings and prepare a fitting welcome for the 

* Cf. Horn. Od. XVII. 485-7; Cic. JDe ffanisp., zB. 

“ Cf. Ovid, Met, viii. 61 1 fF. Tyaueius^ the common reading in L 719, Is 
impossible, since T5^ana was in Cappadocia. The MSS. vary {Tnmeius^ Thmeyus^ 
77(>77?«w.s', etc.), and TyrwW or is probable. 

® Cf. Dei.ssnianii, Light from the Ancient Last, p. 280, n. i. 

^ Cf. Lucian, Sonm, 2 : 'Ep/ioy XaXtorrdrou mi XoyMrdrov &gwv 
P sendolog, 24: Iambi ich. De Myster, ^gyft. (adimL) : debs h 

TU 3 V \byo 3 v i}yepicaif 6 Hor. Od. I. x. I. 
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celestial visitors. Ignorant of the Lycaonian speech, the 
missionaries had not understood the outcry, and would 
wonder what the commotion meant ; and when they were 
left standing alone, they betook themselves to their abode 
Meanwhile the people hurried to the Temple of Zeus, which’ 
according to custom,^ was situated outside the city ; and 
when the pnest learned what had transpired, he hastened to 
celebrate the occasion. He summoned his attendants,* 
and they brought oxen and wreathed the victims’ horns with 
garlands, and drove them into the city until they reached 
the gateway op the house where the divine visitants had 

S^r sSfice. to 

then that the missionaries realised what was 
cx S;. They were aghast and, expressing their abhorrence 

xxxvii. agjO the blasphemy m onental fashion by rending their ear- 
mmts they rushed out and vigoron/y projted Ihey 
assured the pnests and the deluded crowd that they were not 
mortals, and their errand was nothing else 
the vanity of idolatry and turn 

SiL wth they implored them to 

deast from their wild purpose and return home.® 

and succeeded. There was no sacrifice, 

^id the crowd dispersed crestfallen. The incident, however 
^toward result. Enthusiasm gave place to resent- 
aifd + 1 , protest against idolatry angered the priesthood, 

= f ‘^grieved at the exposure of their 

supershtious delusion. The situation was not only dis- 

' ^ spark would suffice to 

F.nn.,. a conflagration, and this was supplied when a 

n^sTto^ ^ company of Jews from Antioch and Iconium appeared on 

* Cf. Wetstein. 

Fur ^ Syr. Dm <8 

Vy^V.S. 

tHguibus PatUus et Barnabas diversabatur (Grotius) 

' Jo. r?). rmi^aecu haaror ,ls H (3m (rf. 
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the scene.! To the present day at the season of harvest, 
which on those cool uplands falls about the end of August 
merchants from the neighbouring towns visit Lystra in 
order to purchase grain ; ^ and that was probably the errand 
of those Jews from Iconium and Antioch. They found Paul 
discoursing in the market-place, and recognised him Their 
ammosity was unabated, and they denounced him as an 
impostor and asserted that his teaching was ‘ all lies ’ The 
bystanders were easily roused, and they pelted him with 
stones. When a similar assault was made upon him at Pa«i 
conium, he had evaded it ; but now he was hemmed in by 
the crowd and there was no escape.® He was struck down 
and lay senseless, to all appearance dead. It was a lawless 
outrage, and when the perpetrators saw what they had 
one and considered the penal consequences, they took 
marm, and in the hope of concealing their crime they 
dragged away their victim’s body and deposited it outside 
the town and left it there. 

It was now evening,^ and the Apostle’s friends sought the His resu^ 
place ; and as they mournfully surrounded his lifeless form, 
they received a joyful surprise. It proved that he was not 
dead but merely stunned, and he presently revived.® He 
had sustained no mortal injury, but he was sorely bruised, and 
indeed he bore the scars all his days. Flight was impossible Cf. Oai. 
for mm : nor indeed was it necessary, since his assailants were 
apprehensive of being caUed to account by the magistrates 

J__The text of ver. 19 is thus amplified by several authorities : SiarpiSoPTuy U 

avrwp Kal nves ’lovSaJo, M ‘Uoviov Kal ’kynoydar K<xl 

aaXewdrw adrfflv Tappr,<rif Wav rods- «xXov$ d«or?v«r dr’ airQp, Xdyovro 
art ovdiv dXjt0is \4yov<ny aXXo irdpra rpedSovTaf Kal XtSdtravres, k.t.X., ‘ And while 
they stayed and were teaching there, some Jews arrived from Iconium and 
Antwh ; and while they were reasoning boldly, they persuaded the multitudes to 
withdraw from them, saying that nothing they said was true but all lies. And 
having stoned/ etc. 

® Ramsay, ChircJi in Rom. Emp., p. 69. 

® He was actually stoned {Xti^dtraFrej), whereas at Iconium the rabble had 
merey ung stones' Hence in his subsequent catalogue of 

hair-breadth escapes he enumerates only one stoning (2 Cor, xi, 25), 

In ver. 20 the Sahidic Version has, *and when the disciples surrounded him 
and evening was come.* 

® A legend-monger would inevitably have represented his resuscitation as % 
mimculons resurrection, and Luke's sobriety here accredits the previous narratiw 
of the healing of the cripple 
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and would not venture to molest him further. And so 
under cover of the darkness he painfully made his wav back 
to the town and crept home to his lodging. 

Refreshed by the night’s repose he was able on the 
morrow to set forth with Barnabas from the unfriendly town. 
Ihey directed their steps south-eastward and travelled to 
^erbe. The precise site of this town has never been identi- 
hed, but It lay at much the same elevation as Iconium ‘ on 
the flanks of Isauria,’ near the Kingdom of Antiochus.i 
It was the frontier to^^m of the Province of Galatia, and this 
constituted its chief if not its sole importance. It was a 
customs station, a receiving house for merchandise, and a 
resting place for travellers. 

It appews from tlie meagreness of the record that their 
sojourn at Derbe was uneventful, yet it was neither unpleasant 
nor unprofitable. They encountered no enmity and suffered 

aLrS tabulint have seemed a quiet haven 

"• T K , expenences at Antioch, Iconium, and 

Lystra , but, peaceful as it was, their ministry was crowned 
with large success. ^ The record is brief but eloquent : ‘ they 

cf Ac the city, and they won numerous disciples^’ 

cf. A . one of these was Gaius, who in after days prov^ a 

serviceable comrade of the Apostle. J P vea a 


Oerbe. 


Return 
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would have followed it. In each of the three cities where 
they had preached in the course of their eastward progress, 
their ministry had been abruptly terminated. They had 
been violently expelled, and had left their converts not 
merely discouraged but uninstructed and unconsolidated; 
and there was imminent danger of their falling away from 
the Faith. It was imperative that this peril should be 
averted. Wherever in the course of his ministry the Apostle 
preached and planted the Gospel, he never counted his work Cf.Tit. 
complete until he had organised a Church and ordained 
Presbyters charged with the offices of administration and 
mstruction. And therefore he determined to return with 
Barnabas by the way they had come, and revisit the converts 
m each city. They ran little risk in readventuring on those 
scenes of violence; for they w^ould engage in no public 
propaganda. The Christian communities were now their 
exclusive concern ; and even if the popular resentment still 
survived, it would receive no provocation. 


Adada, 


Passage 
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the road they had travelled so painfully on their upward 
journey about a year and a half previously. They had then 
made what haste they could, preaching nowhere by the way ; 
but now they retneved the lost opportunity. They preached 
as they went.i The chief town which they touched^in their 
passage through Ksidia, was Adada,^ and it appears that 
they evangelised it. At all events its modem rep^entative 
IS named after the Apostle Kara Bavlo, and about a mile to 
the south of it stand the ruins of an ancient church Pro- 
ceeding thence, Aey addressed themselves to the passage of 

time, and the torrents, fed by the melting snow, woiSd L 
running m full flood ; and it was doubtless a reminiscence 

0 hat grim adventure when, in recounting his ‘ hair-breadth 
, scapes some six years later, Paul mentioned ‘ dangerr^om 

nyers. Achieving the perilous passage, they descended 
into the Province of Pamphyha and reached the city of Srga 
It was there that Paul had sickened in the midsummer of 
47 . and now they effect the design which had been so pain- 
u y yet as they had discovered, so wisely overruled : they 

warned by expenence, they would be anxious to ^escape 
from Pamphyha ere the heat of summer. The river Cestrus 
was navigable as high as Perga, and as it had been the 

so thev°“ conveyed-tliem from Cyprus, 

vovap!^ ^their homeLrd 

yojage , but they were fain to lose no opportunity. And 

therefore they traveUed to the seaport of Atfcdeia ; Ld after 

laterthnLl " they embarked for Syrian Antioch, not 
later than the month of June in the year ^ 

1 mnShp (ver. 24), cf. p. 83. 

3 tl (Strabo, S70). 
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‘How can the Lord call Egypt his people, and Assyria the work of his 
hands, and all the Gentiles (who for number are as the flocks of Kedar, 
and the abundance of the sea) the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ, if you number all such as your charity cannot judge converts 
among Heathens and Pagans, who have not a visible claim and interest 
in Christ ? We look upon this visible Church, though black and spotted, 
as the hospital and guest-house of sick, halt, maimed and withered over 
which Christ is Lord-physician and Master ; and we would wait upon those 
that are not yet in Christ, as our Lord waited upon us and you both.’ 

Samuel Ruthekfurd, Lett . ii. 68. 

It was midsummer of the year 49 when Paul and Barnabas 
reached Antioch, and they at once reported at a general 
assembly of the Church how they had fared in the prosecution 
of their mission. They had not come to stay; for the 
world was wide, and they had only begun the task of winning 
the Gentiles, and they contemplated a second mission. It 
was, however, impossible for them to embark upon it 
iimnediately. They needed a season of repose after their 
labours, especially Paul who, despite his sickness, had borne 
the chief burden. The sununer would be gone ere he was 
restored to vigour, and travel was difficult in the winter. 

Thus it came to pass that they ‘ wore away no little time ' 
at Antioch. Nor was it idly spent ; for they found them- 
selves involved in a grave and bitter controversy. A report 
of their mission had been conveyed to Jerusalem. Indeed 
intelligence of their doings in South Galatia must already 
have travelled thither. Jews from Pisidian Antioch would 
attend the Passover in the spring of 48, and they would 
publish the story of the rupture between the Apostles and 
the S5magogue ; and at each succeeding feast Galatian 
worshippers would bring tidings in no friendly spirit. Their 
activities would be the talk of the city, and the accounts 
would be eagerly canvassed in the Church. The Twelve and 
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most of their followers recognised that the Galatian move- 
ment was a legitimate issue of the agreement in the summer 
of 46 ; and on the return of the missionaries they Mowed 
their accustomed procedure by appointing a deputy to visit 
Antiocli and investigate the situation ^ 

The deputy was Peter; and on‘ reaching the Gentile 

approved of their work but associated unreservedly with 

Genrilptj^^^^Tii Antiochene Christians w-ere mostly 
Gentiles. They were uncircumcised, and they disregarded 

ceremonial ablution of the'^hands before 
eatmg, yet the Jewish Apostle joined them at table 
obhjnous of the intolerable pollution which, in Je%vish eyes’ 
he thereby contracted. > J eyeb. 

Meanwhile the Pharisaic party in the Church at Jerusalem 

were grievously dissatisfied. They still cherished the dis- 
hke which they had expressed at the Conference in 46 to the 

MoTsTT without the imposition of the 

Mosaic Law; and they were shocked by the report of the 
Galatian mission. They would have had it condemned 

as denSr tl ^+ 1 ^^ attitude the appointment of Peter 

as deputy to the Antiochene Church accentuated their 

Who took the lead and organised an active opposition • « and 
It was_ resolved that representatives of thTpart^shouW 

Khev*nr,^‘'°S^ tlieir own authority. 

^ represent James, the Lord's brother. 

losiTv^' tenderness for Jewish scrupu- 

tSputariot subsequently repudiated 

On reaching Antioch they promptly threw down the 
gauntlet, and startled the Church by the declaration: 

I Cf. p. 75. 

* ?f “• " Append. I. 

4 of ffis Fleshy p. 244. 

In Gal. ii. 12 for itph toO yip 4X»e?y nva, some I -if in msc t....... • 

“an had come,’ while for 

SeJ A;;iooi. him to hav^ 
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‘ Unless you be circumcised after the custom of Moses, you 
cannot be saved.’ It was a blunt denial of the Christianity 
of the Antiochenes. Most of them were converts from 
heathenism, and they had been admitted to the Church's 
fellowship on the sole ground of faith in Christ. They had 
never been required to accept the Jewish Law and observe 
its ceremonies. They were uncircumcised, and therefore 
they were still heathen and still unsaved. 

The visitors maintained their position stoutly, and they piausiw? 
would have no difficulty in adducing arguments which seemed arguments 
frima facie incontrovertible. The question was whether the 
Lord had ever abrogated the ancient Law ; and they would 
appeal to His studious adherence to it in the days of His 
flesh — His insistence on submitting to the Baptism of John Mt. ui. 15. 
in order that He might ‘ fulfil all righteousness ’ ; His declara- 
tion that He ‘ had not come to pull down the Law but to v. 17. is. 
complete it,’ and that ‘ until heaven and earth passed aw’ay, 
no jot or tittle would pass away from the Law until every- 
thing came to pass ’ ; and His direction to the young Ruler 
that ‘ if he would enter into life, he must keep the command- hx. 17. 
ments.’ And hence they would conclude triumphantly that 
so far from abrogating the Law He had asserted its permanent 
obligation. It was indeed an illegitimate inference, pro- 
ceeding on a narrow interpretation ; yet it would seem 
irrefragable. And the zeal of its advocates would carry 
conviction. They were bigots, but they were honestly 
persuaded that the historic faith was at stake ; and they 
would taunt Peter and Paul and Barnabas with disowning 
the traditions of their fathers and bartering away their 
sacred heritage. 

It had always been a foible of Peter, an infirmity of his vaciiia- 
impulsive and generous nature, that he was easily overborne pefer Lid 
and shrank from ridicule ; and he was intimidated by those 
blustering Judaists. He remained indeed unconvinced, but xxii. 54-62 
in the interests of peace he was disposed to compromise. 

The observance of the Law was, as even Paul allowed, a 
matter of no moment ; and why not acquiesce in the con- 
tention of those sticklers and let them have their way ? 

And so he bowed to the storm, and withdrew from fellow- 
ship with the Gentile converts and would no longer share 
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w iP® contagious, and it was Mowed 

by all the Heilemst Chnstians, even by Barnabas 

It was a serious situation, threatening a cleavage in the 
Church ; and the disaster was averted by the pro^t and 
steadlast courage of Paul. He pubhcly chaUeLed Peter 

i”is nof f ^ * Pi‘iy-acting/ assuming a role which 

‘ ot his real character.^ It was indeed true that legal 

Jewish pnstian recognised that salvation was by faith in 
Christ alone, he might, if he would, continue to practise the 

to salvation 

->,1 -1 * o ; repudiation was an imperative duty ; 

seif "'^^^'^^sloyaltyatonceto Christ, to him- 

c+ ’a - ° ^^®^hren. From every point of view he 

ood condemned. The protest was unanswerable, and Peter 

‘ Sv'fctlr- ^ accustomed impetuosity. He ceased his 

eSi /S P"°P®" character, and his 

tZ« if therestof the Jewish Christians, 

a tliey would not 

dom^ of Gentile Christen- 

c K f/ SO they urged that the question should be 

m A^t Shem H =‘"d ttat 

Antiochene deputation, consisting of Paul and Barnabas 

and sever^ others, should proceed thither.® The challenge 

SrTwts"! unwelcome S 

Twlvel J .U reference to the decision of the 

Twelve and their colleagues at Jerusalem. In view of the 

Sf r*^ Conference in 46 he entertained no doubt 

against 

that they should so remain ac fl^Av f r \ stoudy contended 

Jeruaal/m wged S td 

Apostles, etc.- to go up to the 
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proclaimed a free Gospel of salvation by faith alone. He 
went up to Jerusalem, not to learn what he must preach, 
but to have the issue between Jewish and Gentile Christianity 
defined and obtain a final settlement of the vexatious con- 
troversy. The question was already determined in his mind, 
and this is proved by his procedure. The route from 
Antioch to Tarsus led through Phoenicia and Samaria, and 
Christianity had already been introduced into those coun- cf. viii. i. 
tries. There was a church in every town where the travellers 
halted, and they visited each and told the glad story of ‘ the 
conversion of the Gentiles ’ — the cause which they were 
going to Jerusalem not to debate but to vindicate. 

In view of all that had transpired the winter must have Arrival 
been well advanced ere they left Antioch, and their progress f/on 
through Phoenicia and Samaria would occupy a considerable d«'esates. 
time. Thus it was probably about the beginning of the year 
50 when they reached Jerusalem. The Judaists had hast- 
ened thither, and the Church w^s apprised of the approach 
of the Antiochene deputies and accorded them a gracious 
reception. No imme^ate mention was made of the con- 
troversy which had arisen at Antioch. The ostensible 
errand of Paul and Barnabas was to report upon their mission ; 
and it was only after they had told the story at an ordinary 
meeting of the Church that the true issue emerged. Several 
representatives of the Pharisaic party ^ rose and took 
objection to the procedure of the missionaries, and insisted 
on the necessity of circumcising Gentile converts and 
requiring them to observe the Mosaic Law. 

This raised the vital question, and a general assembly The 
was convened for its consideration.® It appears that here, 
as on the occasion of Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem after his 
conversion,® all the Twelve except Peter, who had just 
returned from Antioch, were absent from the city, doubtless 

* According to Cod. Bez. (D) and Syr. Vers, these were the Judaists who had 
created the trouble at Antioch and had come to Jerusalem to prosecute their 
complaint : oi 'trapayyuXavTef aBrott &va§alP€Lp irphi roi/s irpeff^vr4povt 
i^ayi(rr7}(rav XiyQPTes, 

* It was a democratic assemblage. After {ver. 6) 137 Syr? add 

rf (cf. ver. 12). The question was decided by *the Apostles and the 

Elders wifA iks whok Church ’ (ver. aa)« 

® Ci p. 60, 



'.'O' Ac., 
3£-xi'-l8, 
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ifV“' ^ 

, - m the prosecution of their apostolic enteiprises.i James 
the Loid s brother, however, who ranked with the Twelve 
in apostolic honour,_was present, and he, as the acknowledged 
head of Jewish Chnstianity, presided over the assembly and 
A by the Elders of the Church. 

<:iM.ussion. proceedings commenced with the hearing of the 

objection, and thereafter a keen and protracted Iscussion 
ensued. It was an open debate, and feeling ran high until 
a length _ Peter intervened. He reminded the excited 
assembly of a decisive fact. Some ten years previously, while 
still dominated by Jewish prepossessions, he had gone upon 
a missionary circmt, and had been summoned from Joppa 
to C jsarea by Comehus the Centurion, a ' God-fearei:’ and 
had been led by the incontrovertible evidence of the Holy 
Spint s operation to admit him and his household into 
Chnstian feHowship, though they were uncircumcised Gen- 
res and his action had been approved by the Church. 

“ever been 

challenged. The question of the admission of the Gentiles 
was already settled. They had been released from cere- 
momd obhgation, and the Church could not now reimpose 

lo'^^d intolerable. 

Ihe Elders intimated their concurrence, and the con- 
troversy ceased A hush feU upon the tumultuous assembly, 
and when Paul and Barnabas arose they had no need to 
defend their cause. They simply recounted amid breathless 
attention the wonders which God had wrought through 
them among the Gentiles, ^ 

When they concluded, it only remained that the assembly 
shoihd pronounce its judgment, and it devolved upon Tames 
to formulate and submit the motion. He wa? in^ted 
with uiuque authority in the Jeivish Church by reason not 
alone of his sacred kinship 2 but of his persond character. 

ft.* ‘S twofold t (i) Had any others of the Twelve been oresent 

they would surely have taken part in the discussion. ( 2 ) In ver. 12 Cod. 130^ (0)’ 
With SyrP c , reads crvyKaraneefi^pm rwv irpea-^vripm Toh M rov Ildrnm 

said by Peter, all the multitude kept silence.’ Had the rest of the Twelve been 
present, they would have been mentioned as assenting. 

in W<ruvoi. 'the Lord’s kindred,’ cf. letter of Africanus 
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His ascetic austerity had earned him the appellation of 
‘ the Righteous/ ^ and thus he was free from every suspicion 
of laxity. He was the very exemplar of Jewish piety, and 
his espousal of the cause of the Gentile Christians constituted 
an emphatic refutation of Judaistic scrupulosity. In a 
speech fragrant with the spirit of the ancient faith he sub- 
mitted his judgment. ‘ My judgment,’ he said, ‘ is that we 
should not harass the Gentile converts to God, but should 
send them a letter that they abstain from the pollutions of 
idols, and fornication, and bloodshed.’ ^ 

It was a courageous and indeed revolutionary proposal. The 
It absolutely released the Gentile converts from the cere- * 
monial Law, and imposed upon them three simple and 
indisputable obligations : that they should renounce the 
unholy rites of idolatry and worship the one living and true 
God ; that they should practise chastity ; ® and that they 
should recognise the sanctity of human life. It was probably 
only the authority of James that reconciled the Council to so 
startling and sweeping an innovation. It was indeed, as 
the event proved, profoundly distasteful to the extremer 
Judaists ; yet they durst not openly dissent, and the 
resolution was accepted without opposition and registered 
as a decree of the Church. 

The Council’s business did not end here. The controversy Message 
so wantonly excited at Antioch had occasioned grave dis-a^J'^o’* 
quietude not only in the Gentile capital but in the dependent 
churches throughout the Province of Syria-Cilicia ; and in 
order to restore peace it was resolved to embody the decree 
in a circular letter. This was to be conveyed by Paul 
and Barnabas ; arid, still further to reassure the Gentile 
Christians, two representatives of the Church at Jerusalem 

^ Cf. Hegesippus’ account of his Nazirite asceticism, his piety, and his 
martyrdom in Eus. HtsL EccU Ii. 23. 

* On the text of the CounciFs decree cf. Append. V. 

® On the ceremonial interpretation of the decree the introduction of * fornication * 
seems incongruous, and two remedies have been suggested, i. Dr. John Lightfoot 
understood by iropvda either bigamy and polygamy or marriage witbdn the pro- 
hibited degrees (so Ramsay). 2. iropyelas has been conjecturally emended into 
XOfpeias (Bentley quoted by Wetstein), ‘swine’s flesh,’ or TropKeias (cf. Scrivencrj, 
hUrod,i p. 491), ‘pork,’ from Latin parcus. But both words are unexampled® 

‘ S'wine’s flesh ’ is xotpuov (sc. /cp^as). 
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were deputed to accompany them. One was Judas Barsabbas, 
probably, in view of the common patronymic, a brother of 
Joseph Barsabbas who had been nominated with Matthias 
some twenty years previously to the vacancy in the ranks 
of the Twelve. The other was Silas ; and he is introduced 
without more explicit designation inasmuch as he was 
afterwards so well known. Silas, the name which he bears 
m the Book of Acts, is the familiar abbreviation of Silvanus 
the more ceremonious designation which he bears in the 
Apostle’s letters. He was apparently a man of good con- 
dition, since he was, like Paul, a Roman citizen. Both 
deputies were prominent in the Church of Jerusalem ; and 
they were well qualified for the office, since they both 
belonged to the prophetic order. Their message to Antioch 
would be a living word of God. 

The letter ran thus : ^ 

r Apostles and the Presbyters, your brothers.® to the 
Gentile brothers in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia : greeting. 
Whereas we heard that some of our number ® had troubled you 
with arguments to the unsettlement of your souls — to whom 
we gave no instructions — it was our unanimous decision to 
choore delegates and send them to you wnth our beloved Barnabas 
^ave f rrendered their lives for the name of 
c°i ^ therefore commissioned Judas 

and Silas, who will themselves also deliver the same message 
verbally. It was the Holy Spirit's decision and ours ® to impose 
upon you no further burden beyond these essentials — abstinence 
from thmgs sacnfired to idols and bloodshed and fornication, 
rrom these you will do well to keep yourselves,® Farewell/ 

* DoubUess ^ authentre copy, since the letter was an important document, and 

not only would tlie original remain for future reference (cf. Ac. xxi, 2k) but 
Paul would preserve his copy and each Church the copy it received. It would 
thus be easily accessible, and so painstaking a historian as Luke would not neelect 
SO ready an opportunity. ^ 

* Not 0! (KCEHLP) but iS.XM <N*ABCD), ‘the Apostles and 

thi JhokCh’ brothers’ (cf. I Tim. ii. j). They wrote in name of 

the whole Church (cf. vers. 22, 25), and they disown hierarchical pretension by 
writing as brothers to brothers.’ ^ 

* Omitting d^tXeivret with t<*B. 

‘ A characteristically primitive expression. The voice of the Spirit-guided 
Church was the Spirit’s will articulate. ^ 

(CD8'HL), ‘from these yon have done well in keeping 
l^selves, would be a generous recognition that the Gentile converts had hitherto 

Iwn irreproachable. 
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Armed with this gracious communication, Paul and Return to 
Barnabas, with their fellow-deputies from Antioch and the 
two delegates of the Council, took their departure from 
Jerusalem. On the way thither their progress had been 
leisurely, broken by visits to the Christian communities en 
route ; but now they were eager to report the happy issue, 
and they made such haste that they reached Antioch ‘ in a 
few days.’ ^ The Church assembled, and its heart was 
gladdened by the Council’s letter and the kindly discourse 
of Judas and Silas. 

* Cod. Bez. (D) ip SHyais KarijK0ap. 
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the second mission 

‘ She heard it, the victorious West, 

In crown and sword array’d ! 

She felt the void which mined her breast 
She shiver’d and obey’d. * 

‘ She veil’d her eagles, snapp’d her sword, 

And laid her sceptre down ; 

Her stately purple she abhorr’d, 

And her imperial crown.’ 

Matt. Arnold. 
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Judas and Silas remained a while at Antioch. 'Xhev had 
. come to undo the miscliief which the controversy had 
rought and heal the rankling sore which it had left.^ The 
work demanded time and patience ; and since the Council’s 
letter wm addressed not alone to the Church of Antioch 
but to all the churches of Syria-Cilicia, it is likely that the 
delegates would make a circuit of the province. And thus 
their xmssion would occupy a considerable time. probaS 
at least a month. At length it was successful]/ accom^ 

Church formally recognised the service 
wluch they had rendered and gave them their discharge.^ 

^ -f departure and Tuda<55 

Sd 1717“* '“Jr.?™- sn-, wv;7“a 

t appears that there had grown up betwixt him 

36) denotes their formal disdiaree hv i-h. 
Church on the accomplishment of their commission ® ^ 

miply their departure from the city. Silas remalnccWef 
situation is elucidated in Tf \ 1 ^ 
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tnd Faiil a warm sympathy, and the Apostle detained him 
in view of an untoward eventuality which had of late prt- 
seated itself to his mind. The vacillation of Barnabas in 
the trouble with the Judaists would rankle in his memory, 
and his distrust of his old friend and comrade had been 
strengthened during their visit to Jerusalem. They had 
found John Mark there at home with his mother Mary. He 
was ashamed of the part w’^hich he had played in Pampbylia 
and desirous to retrieve his character ; and Barnabas, with 
his wonted generosity and perhaps a natural partiality for 
his kinsman, would have condoned the past, and he coiv 
templated the association of Mark with the next mission 
and his i“einstatement in the office of attendant. To Paul, 
however, such lenience was displeasing, and he viewed the 
deserter with unabated disapprobation. 

In due course the question was brought to a direct and 
open issue. It was now springtime and travel was once 
more practicable, and Paul proposed that they should 
address themselves to a second expedition and revisit the 
churches which they had founded in Cyprus, Pamphylia, 
and Galatia. Barnabas agreed, but when he intimated his 
desire that John Mark should again attend them, Paul 
stoutly objected, ' The man who deserted from us in 
Pamphylia and went not with us to the work ! I refuse to 
take him with us/ ^ Barnabas insisted, and a sharp alter- 
cation ensued. It was a collision of temperaments and 
ideals : on the one side, the passionate enthusiasm which 
sacrifices all for a sacred cause and accounts faltering a 
treason meriting measureless condemnation and eternal 
contempt ; and, on the other, that sweet reasonableness 
which 'is always trustful, always hopeful, always patient,' 
' despairing of no man/ Agreement was impossible, and 
the dispute ended in a rupture betwixt the two. 

It was a tragic denouement ' Which,' says St. 
Chrysostom, ' was the better counselled it is not for us to 
show ' ; and it were perhaps well to leave it there. Yet one 
cannot but think how different the issue might have been 

^ The stinging sentence (Ac. xv. 38) is plainly an echo of FaiiFs indignant 
protest, diroa-rdi^ra (A, diroo-rarr/crayra), ‘ played the apostate ’ (cf. 2 Th. ii. 3)® 
replaces the gentler diroxwp'jjif'as of the historian (siii, 13). 
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CX Ac, I*. 
27. 
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Cf. I Cor. 
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had Paul remembered how much he owed to the charity of 
Bamab^, who had believed in him when no one else would 
and by his generous faith in the humbled persecutor had 
ZTf R ^ an opportunity of redeeming his shameful 
past. By the subsequent course of events God adiudged 

judgment was a vindication^ of 
Barnabas, fts kmsman's generosity afforded Tohn Mark 
an opportunity of purging his disgrace ; and that he right 
■ nobly availed himself of it Paul at the long last ungnidgindy 
recognised. Meanwhile, however, the alienation was com- 
g^ete It seems indeed that the old comrades parted in 

taS^'r”^^^ field between them, Barnabas 

~ ^ yprus and Paul Galatia. But their parting was 

final. It would appear that they held each othe? in friendly 
reinembrance ; for there is a kindly though obscure reference 
to Barnabas m a letter of Paul some five years later. But 

ship . probably they never saw each other’s face again 
This is the last appearance of Barnabas in the sacred nfrra^ 

hTdieri it "lay be worth, affirms that 

It thpl r f ^ i’urned him 

into the sty " 

Barnabas gone, Paul turned to Silas and adopted him as 
ffis comrade^ It is written that he ‘ made choice of him,’ 
suggesting that there were others who would villinglv have 
accompanied him. And indeed there was no lack of com- 
petent and devoted men in the Church of Antioch ; but the 
fitness of Silas was pre-eminent. It was proved by the 
(hstmction he had won at Jerusalem and by his recent service 
in the Gentile capital. And he possessed two especial 

nth +K f champion of Gentile liberties ; and the 
whiS fhn t d^ ^ outlook 


* JitA Bam. jtriH. 
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PROGRESS THROUGH ASIA MINOR Ac.x^.41 

■V xvl B, 

The Church bade the missionaries Godspeed and they set Departun.’! 
forth. The original design had been that Paul and Barnabas “fonaries? 
should, at all events in the first instance, revisit the converts 
whom they had already won; and they would then have 
retraced their former route, taking ship to Cyprus and pro- 
ceeding thence by Pamphylia to Southern Galatia. But 
now that they have parted company, they go their separate 
ways. Barnabas betook himself to Cyprus, and Paul with 
his new colleague travelled overland direct to Galatia. The 
change of programme presented a double advantage. Since 
the overland route led through the Province of Syria- 
Cilida, it afforded the missionaries an opportunity of visiting 
the disquieted churches by the way and reiterating the Their pro- 
assurances which Silas and Judas had already addressed to i^newy. 
them in their hasty circuit for the delivery of the Council’s 
letter. Moreover, the time which would have been con- 
sumed in revisiting Cyprus was now at their disposal ; and 
their purpose was that after traversing Southern Galatia 
from east to west they should continue their progress w'est- 
w'ard from Pisidian Antioch into the Province of Asia and, 
travelling through the populous valley of the Lycus and 
Mseander by the great Trade Route, evangelise the cities 
which lay along it — Apameia, Colossae, Laodiceia, Hierapolis, 

Tralles, and Magnesia — until they reached its western 
terminus, Ephesus, the brilliant capital of the province. 

Nothing is recorded of their doings in the course of their Progress 
journey through Syria-Cihcia save that they ‘ confirmed the 
Churches ’ ; but it would be a pleasant and profitable ciiicia. 
ministry. After his recent circuit of the province Silas was 
no stranger ; and as for Paul, it was he who, some ten years cf. Gai. i. 
previously, had founded those churches, and he would be 
received by his spiritual children with affectionate gladness. 

Their progress would thus be dow, and they would doubtless 
be detained longest at Tarsus, where Paul had ancient 
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^ciations and numerous friends. Nor indeed, if they had 

fnJ f? T°“ spring, was haste necessary ; 

for the Taums betwixt them and Galatia, and the 
crossing by that famous pass, the Gates of CiHcia.i was 
impracticable ere the close of May.® * 

of Cilicia they entered the Kingdom 

f Antiochus and it rs remarkable that they seem to have 

EL baT T it" the Roman 

^ pire had captivated the Apostle’s imagination. He was 

tjansfiguration into a Commonwealth of God 

had LatsLf tS? intervening territory until he 

had passed the frontier and gained the town of Derbe. 

there he began his course of revisitation. His chief 
trouble in South Galatia had been the hostility of the Jews, 
nd in order to assuage it and save his converts from further 

decit Se r ^ Council’s 

decree, Council’s letter indeed had been addressed 

Sit tUod-^H Syria-Cihcia, but the decree 

which It embodied was an authoritative judgment on the 

vexed question of the relation of Gentile Christians to the 
Jewish Law. and thus it had a general import. It constituted 

ri tolhf r°l therefore he would present ^ 

L m 1 ^ churches. His hope was that it would 
not merely silence the clamour of the Jews but bring them 

LstrSTt Gospel. They had mis- 

. ^ construed it. Ihs attitude was that the ancient Law had 

" . served Its end, and now that it had been fulflUed in Christ 

Its ordinances were no longer obligatory. They belonged 
^ to the catepiy of ‘ things indifferent ’ ; and so long as a 
yii recogmsed that salvation was by faith alone, he was 

^agebpd^ '7 '.1^ '^J“ch long 

Worn b^A ?d The Apostle insisted on Gentilf 
' mem ’^’ound Jewish senti- 

. ment. And he was anxious to make this clear. 

ttToT opportunity presented itself when he 

T.mo,hy. reached Lystra. He found there his friends, the widow 
Eumce and her mother Lois and her son Timothy. They 
had proved true to the faith which they had professed } and 

. ‘ Cf. Sttabo, 537. 

Cf. Ramsay, Church in Rem. Em*., no. 8 a f. 


'^cross' ' , 
f^egnum 
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Timothy, young as he was, had attested his devotion not 
only in Lystra but in the neighbouring town of Iconium. 
Paul recognised in the lad the promise of future usefulness, 
and he decided to engage him in the service of the Gospel 
by associating him with the mission in the room of John 
Mark. His mother was a devout Jewess, but his father 
had been a Gentile and the lad had never been circumcised. 
Here Paul perceived an opportunity of defining his attitude 
toward the Law and correcting misapprehension. Circum- 
cision was indeed a thing indifferent, but it was sacred in 
Jewish eyes ; and since Timothy was half a Jew, he circum- 
cised him.^ His action here stands in significant contrast 
with his stout refusal of the Jewish demand four years 
previously that Titus should be circumcised.^ Titus was a 
Gentile, and his circumcision had been required as necessary 
to salvation ; but Timothy was half a Jew, and his ciixura- 
cision was a recognition of Jewish liberty in ' things in- 
different.’ It was a gracious and conciliatory action, none 
the less wise that it was misinterpreted and afterwards 
employed by his ungenerous enemies as a controversial 
weapon against the large-hearted Apostle.® 

Thus they travelled westward from town to town and 
church to church until they reached Pisidian Antioch ; ^ 
and there Paul would be affectionately greeted by his old 
friends, particularly the physician Luke. Their intention 
was to proceed westward into the Province of Asia, and there 
break fresh soil ; but it was providentially fnistrated. 

^ Evidently with his own hand. The operation did not require a priest : any 
Jew might perform it after the example of Abraham (cf. Gen. xvii, 23). 

* Cf. p. 75. The contrast between Paubs refusal to circumcise Titus {cf. Gal. 
ii. 3) and his voluntary circumcision of Timothy served Baur (cf, i. pp. 129 f.) 
as an argument for his theory that the Book of Acts is a Te-ndenzschrift with an 
irenical purpose. 

® Cf. p, 201, 

^ ri]v ^pvylav ml VdXartKi^v ‘the Phrygo-Galatic District/ the 

Phrygian District of the Province of Galatia, to which Antioch belonged, 
Cf. p. 90. 5 tTjX$op KcoXvOhres would seem to imply that the hindrance preceded .• 
‘ they passed throng} i the Phrygo-Galatic District because they had been hindered/ 
Hence the variant di^Xftovres (HLP), dependent like mXv&eifrss and iXPovrei on 
iTrelpa^off. But icuXvdevres is a * timeless aorist ^ (cf. Moulton, Pndeg, pp. 134 f.). 
Cf. xxiii. 35 : ftp'll ] . . . KeXe^aa^t * said he and commanded ’ ; xxv, 13 : Karr}vr 7 }a-ay 
€ls Kaimpdav acrwacd/Meyoi ^arrived and greeted.’ Heb. si, 10 j 

h* 1% 


Cf. I Tim. 
iv. 14, 


His cir- 
cumcision. 


A provi* 
dential 
interposi- 
tion at 
Pisidian 
Antioch. 
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‘They were hindered.' it is written. 

irom speaking the Word in Asia/ 

hindrance may have been is matter of 


'by the Holy Spirit 
What precisely the 
conjecture ; but this 
.. cci tain~tnat it was no supernatural revelation • f 

’ An apt iUustration occurs 

onclusron of his third rmssion, was on the point of tnl-Jr.,. 
ship at Corinth when he learned that a plot was on fnof 

Je™* Mow-passengers to assassinate Mm in 
tne course of the voyage ; and he abandoned Ms onroose 
and travelled overland. There is here nothing 
^d some pious scribe, taking it amiss that GofSouIdte 
tie refasMoned 

Gods will and God’s hand in everything that befalls 

acLrbTt Tbese^iidfed a" 

lacking, but they never stand alone The hand of • 

always behind them. They are £ I “ 

tions revelations of His wi/and leaL'^r/g 

fbe HoM varies® ■weSMntr5'"hy 

tfte Holy Spmt from speaking the Word in Asia ’ Their 
purpose was providentially overruled • nor is W diffl u 

scs iSS.S'S 

afoot and MstteZt Er^tSlta^ IvTl “""1 

l-nke forMe Zm t°o 

Illuvial vMMy of the LycL'^rfenL^E te'viam 
■pnngs and its sultry climate, > was, especially at tLt season! 

Sm“* *'* n.eD^ .W 
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a hotbed of malaria ; and to adventure himself there would 
have been perilous for the Apostle ; it would ine\dtably 
have involved a disastrous and probably fatal sickness. 

In this warning Paul recognised the guiding voice of the Quest for 
Holy Spirit. Asia was providentially closed against him, jg"™ 
and he must turn elsewhere for a field of operation. Whither 
should he betake himself ? The south was impracticable, 
since in the coastal lowlands, as his experience in Pamphylia 
had taught him, he would have been exposed to the same 
peril; and he had already preached in the east. The north 
alone remained, and he set out from Hsidian Antioch 
accompanied not only by Silas and Timothy but by Luke. 

He was ailing, and ' the beloved physician,’ with kindly 
solicitude, would attend him on his way and see him settled 
on his next field of operation.^ 

They set their faces northward and travelled through Travelling 
the Phrygian uplands. It was a healthful and invigorating 
region, but it was sparsely peopled and had few towns and 
no cities, and nowhere did Paul find what he sought. Like 
the Master’s in the days of His flesh, his heart ever yearned cf, Mt ix. 
toward the multitude ; and his constant venue was some fficfyi’ 34. 
busy centre where need abounded, and where, moreover, 
the Common Greek was spoken and men’s minds were alert 
and receptive. It was such a scene that he sought ; and he 
wandered on with his company in fruitless quest until they 
found themselves abreast of Mysia, the north-western corner 
of Asia Minor. It presented no fitting field, and their 
thoughts turned toward the extensive Province of Bithynia 
and Pontus which stretched from the borders of the Kingdom 
of Polemo a little eastward of Amisos to the shores of the 
Propontis. As they approached it, however, it proved less 

^ The e’videncc is that from this point Luke tells the story in the first person 
(cf. ver. 10). It is remarkable that at the beginningof the paragraph (vers. 6 -io), 
where he indicates with extreme brevity the course of the northward wandering, 
he employs the third person aifroh), and then suddenly after 

the arrival at Troas passes into the first. On the assumption that he belonged to 
Pisidian Antioch (cf. Append. IV) two explanations suggest themselves ; either 
that he set out after Paul and his two colleagues and overtook them at Troas ; or, 
as seems more probable, that he set out with them and it was only at Troas that 
he determined to cast in his lot with them. Not till he had become a participator 
in the work did be introduce himself into the narrative. 
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and less alluring. It lay remote, an outskirt of the Empire, 
a mere backwater of the tide of the world's life. Its cities 
were few, and even the chief of them, Nicjea and Nicomedia, 
were of small importance. ‘The spirit of Jesus,' i the 
passion for souls, warned them that their work did not 
lie there; and on reaching the frontier they turned back 
and entered Mysia and travelled through it, preaching 
nowhere,^ until they reached Troas on the western coast. 


Ac. xvi. 
9-iX- 

The city 
Troas, 



III 

THE CALL OF THE WEST 

of Troas was an illustrious city.* It was founded by Antigonus, 
and was originally named after him Antigonia. Subsequently 
it was named Alexandria after Alexander the Great ; and to 
distinguish it from the Egyptian Alexandria it was designated 
Alexandria Troas, that is, Alexandria in the Troad.* It \vas 
a Roman colony,® and it is a striking evidence of its prestige 
that Julius Ceesar was credited with the design of transferring 
thither the seat of the imperial government.® 

It was by no purpose of their own that the missionaries 
found themselves at Troas. They had been carried thither, 
as it seemed, like driftwood by the tide ; yet, as the event 
proved, that tide was the will of God, and His hand had been 
guiding them all the while to unsuspected issues. The city 
presented a hopeful arena for evangelical enterprise, and 
Paul may have contemplated settling there for a season. 
It had, however, been otherwise ordained, and, ere he could 
commence operations, God's larger purpose was discovered 
to him. On his arrival he would view his surroundings with 


» Ti TTvtvim ’l7)ffov NABC*DE. 

• irapeXe 6 vTc, Si Tiiv Mwxlav^ p-aUnia Mysia, p-aftrg,-essi Mysiam (Wetstein), 


Myna, p^a:terp‘essi My Siam. {Wetst< 
They travelled through the country, passing along without stopping anywhere. 

* Strabo, 581. 

* ^A\f^iiv 5 p€La i} Tpipas, Strabo, 593, 

® Strabo, 593 • Hin. Mai. Mist. v. 33. 

* Swtt./ul, Cizs. 79, 
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curious interest, Troas was a busy seaport, situated on 
the western verge of the Orient ; and she was frequented 
by Euiopean merchants who thronged her markets and 
traversed her streets, presenting in their western attire novel 
figures to Jewish eyes. Especially noticeable were the 
Macedonians with their Greek mantles and the broad hats 
wliich served at once as a shelter from the summer heat and 
as helmets in their frequent aiEfrays.^ The spectacle would 
stir his mind, and his imagination would reach afar over the 
blue iEgean to the lands beyond the golden sunset — Greece, 
the home of art, poetry, and pliilosophy, and Rome, the 
Imperial City, the mistress of the world. Could it be that 
God was calling him thither, and that it was for this end 
that his purpose of preaching in the Province of Asia had 
been overruled and he had in his ignorance been conducted 
to Troas ? 

He would communicate his musings to his companions, Caii to 
and after he had lain down to rest his waking meditations donla. 
shaped themselves into a dream. A man stood before him 
in the Macedonian attire which he had remarked in the 
streets of Troas, and addressed to him the appeal : ' Cross 
over to Macedonia, and succour us.’ ^ In the morning he 
rdated the dream to his companions ; and, chiming as it did 
with their surmises, they took it as a divine revelation ® 
and resolved to obey it. Luke was with them. He had 
accompanied Paul from Pisidian Antioch, and the Holy 
Spirit had been inclining his heart to the service of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. He recognised in this new departure, 
this high enterprise, a personal appeal ; and he responded 
to it. He cast in his lot with the missionaries, and thence- 
forth he was a devoted comrade of the Apostle. 

Is ext day ^ they set sail for Macedonia. It was now the 'i he 

voyage. 

* The Greek mantle was originally a Macedonian garment. Cf. 

Becker, CMndes, p. 421. On the sun-hat (Kawltf) cf. quotation in Suiclas: 
navfftn, V Tompoiee Ma/c,S6(rtP eSKoXov irt\ov,lKaX aKirrat iv viAerS xal kSous ir 

» niup, cf. Mt. xv. 25 ; Mk. ix. 22, 24 ; Heb. ii. 18. 

» Cod. Bez. (D) reads (ver. 10) SieyepBels oSp divy^aaro ri, Spaaa ml 
ipoyaapep 6 ri srpofr/cA-X^rou, k.t.X, ‘on waking he related the vision to us, and 
we perceived that,’ etc. 

* Cod. Bez. (D), SyrP 137 ; 5 ^ iirai^piov dvaxB^pres. 


Ac. xvi. rft* 
xvii. 4; 

X Th. ii. Q ; 
Phil IF. 

15, 16 ; Ac, 
xvil 5-15, 

Philippi. 
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month of August, and the Etesian Winds were blowing 
steadily from the north-west ; 1 but, aided by the current 
which bore down from the. Hellespont, ^ the ship was able 
to lay a straight course as far as the island of Samothrace. 
There she harboured for the night ; and next morning she 
held across to the Thracian coast and, working westward 
with the aid of tides and land-breezes, ere nightfall made 
the port of Neapolis in Macedonia. 


IV 

EVANGELISATION OF MAC DONIA 

/F 

Ten to twelve nailes inland ® on the ri ' r Gangites,* a tribu- 
tary of the Strymon, lay the town ofTc'&ihppi ; and thither 
they betook themselves. It was a fitdng scene ikv i tl^p. jn p n - 
guration of their European ministr*- The town was named 
after Alexander the Great’s fathe", Philip of Macerf%, who 
had founded it on the site of the ancient Crenides 03 Wells ’ 
for the working of the gold a^d silver mines whic'^^at that 
period constituted the ma’ii/wealth of the district® Hard 
by was the field of the famous battle which determined the 
imperial destiny of Ras^, and in memory of his victory 
Augustus had made ^he town a military colony with the 
high-sounding title, preserved to this day on coins, colonxa 
JULIA AUGUSTA p>itiPPENSiUM. A Roman colony was a 
miniature of the imperial City,® reproducing her institutions 
and aping her d^ty with an often ridiculous punctilious- 
ness; and Phfippi exhibited this foible in full measure 
Her chief ma^strates. properly ‘ duumvirs,’ assumed the 
lofty designa-ion of ‘ prEetors,’ ’ and their officers went by 

® Cf. App?*^' I. p. 648. « piin. jOQ 

* dri <rTadlai> (Appian, Civti Wars, iv. io6). 

* The i/tae varies: Gangas orGangites {Appian, ibid.), Angites (Herod, vii 

113). '' 

* StoH 330. 

* SS *3! ‘Ex civitate propagate . . . Popali Romani, cujus 

fetseyOloniM efiigies parvse simnlacraque esse qusedam vMentur.’ 

jeTparirtol Cf. vets, ao, 82, 35, 36, 38. 
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the name of ‘ lictors.’ ^ Nor was she content with this 
petty vanity. When Macedonia fell under the dominion of 
the Romans after its conquest in 168 b.c., it was divided 
into four districts,* and Amphipolis was the capital of 
the eastern district ; but Philippi in her pride appropriated 
this pre-eminence.® Despite her small arrogance the city 
contained a rich and varied life, and afforded the heralds 
of the Gospel a rare opportunity. The population was 
composed of three main elements. First, there were the 
Roman colonists, the dominant caste ; then there were the 
native Macedonians, numerically the strongest section ; 
and finally there was a considerable admixture of Orientals, 
though, inasmuch doubtless as the city in those days engaged 
little in commerce, this included few Jews. Philippi w'as in 
truth a meeting-place of East and West, and she was daily 
visited by strangers from all lands, situated as she was on 
the Egnatian Road, that magnificent highway which 
stretched from Dyrrachium on the Adriatic to the 
Hellespont.^ 

The missionaries entered on their work without delay. The 
and Paul pursued the method which he had followed in the 
East, addressing his first appeal to the Jews. These were prayer, 
indeed few at Philippi, so few that they had no synagogue ; 
yet they maintained their religious usages, and they had a 
' place of prayer ’ which, after the manner of Jewish worship, 
was situated outside the town by the riverside, that they 
might have water for the purposes of ceremonial ablution.® 

^ fiapdouxoi. Cf. vers. 35, 38. 

* Liv. XLV. 29. Cf. Wetstein on Acts xvi. 12. 

® Cf. ver. 12 ; ’Hins iarlv fiepidos MaKcdovtas 7r6X«, * which is the chief 

city of its division of Macedonia’ — a touch of local colouring, wpchr'i) is otherwise 
taken as denoting not the but the situaiion of Philippi— the first Mace- 

donian city which the Apostles visited — on the ground tfiat Neapolis wa.s not in 
Macedonia but in Thrace. The geographical connection of Neapolis, however, 
varied. It was indeed once in Thrace, but it was now reckoned in Macedonia 
(cf. Strabo, 330 ; Ptol. iii. xiii. 9). It is true that Pliny {Nat, Hist, IV. iS) 
connects it with Thrace, but he assigns Philippi to Thrace as well, 

* C£, p. 9. 

* Ver. 13 ; rpocreuxV NABC, *we supposed there was a plact 

of prayer.’ was a general term, and while it might be applied to a 

synagogue (cf. Jos. Vzt 54 ; Juv. ixr. 226), it generally denoted a mere meeting- 
place, sometimes m the open, SchUrer, n. ii. pp. 68 fF. On the ablutionary 
necessity cf. Jos. XIV, X4 of of Ansteas : li's U earl waai rots 
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. ; It was probably not a building but a secluded nook on the 
nver-bank. On the Sabbath after their arrival Paul and 
his companions repaired thither. It was a curious feature 
0 the social life of Macedonia that women were there 
accorded singular freedom and exercised an exceptional 
authority ; 1 and this no less than the paucity of the Jewish 
popidation may be the reason of the remarkable circum- 
stance that, when the missionaries reached the place of 
prayer, they found a little assemblage of women-folk. They 
seated themselves and opened a conversation. Paul bore 
the pnncipal part, and at the very outset he won a notable 
convert. Her name was Lydia; and though it was a 
common name m those days, 2 it had probably in her case 
a local reference. For she was not a Philippian. She 
belonged to the city of Thyatira, a Macedonian colony in 
the ancient country of Lydia, then included in the Province 
of Asia. Thyatira was a seat of the celebrated Lydian 
industry of purple-dyeing,* and Lydia was prosperously 
enpged at Philippi in the sale of purple fabrics. She was 
not a Jewess but ‘ a God-fearer,’ « and she had doubtless 
learned the Jewish faith in her native country, where there 
was a considerable Jewish population.® It is plain that she 
■ was well-to-do, since she had a commodious residence • 
moreover, she had a family, and, since she was absolute 
mistress, she was presumably a widow. 

^ God-fearer, Lydia was a seeker after the tmth 
bhe had recognised the insufficiency of paganism, and had 
toimd a measure of contentment in Judaism’s pure and 
ofty monotheism; but its ceremonial was distasteful to 
ner, and her heart remained unsatisfied. The Gospel 
appealed to her need, and she listened day by day mth 

7 '" I until at length she professed her 

laith and she and her family were admitted to the fellow- 




■ Si'S;."' '■ _ ' '■ '®- '• 

® Plin, A^a/, If/sL VIL 55^, Pf r» 

‘Cf.Jos.^«4xn.iii.4 Cf.p.13. 

’ Her conversion did not occur imntediately on tlis.4»»i- "ru • _c 

iKtt\oOti€v and imply repeated convej^"' '"'“'^^.dknees^^' 
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ship of the Church and received the sacramental seal of 
Baptism.! 

Lydia was Europe’s first convert, and she was richly Her uos] 
endowed with the Christian graces. At the very outset she 
exhibited that generous kindness which distinguished the 
Philippian Church and won for it, some ten years later, cf. Phii. 
the Apostle’s grateful praise. No sooner had she been''’-*s- 
baptised than she invited Paul and his three companions to 
make her house their abode during their sojourn in the 
tov/n. And she couched her invitation in terms of exquisite 
delicacy, representing their acceptance of it as a personal 
favour, an attestation of their confidence in the sincerity of 
her faith and her worthiness of the Holy Sacrament which 
had just been administered to her. ‘ If,’ she pleaded, ‘ you 
have judged that I am faithful to the Lord, come into my 
house and stay.’ And when they demurred, she would take 
no denial. ‘ She constrained us,’ says Luke, employing the 
self-same word wherewith he describes the hospitable im-cf. Lk. 
portunities of the two disciples at Emmaus when the*^‘''‘“®' 
Stranger who had joined them by the way ‘ made as though 
He would go further,’ and ‘ they constrained Him, sa3dng, 

“ Stay with us ; for it is toward evening, and the day is 
now far spent.” ’ * 

Lydia’s house was thenceforward the abode of the mission- a sue- 
aries and the meeting-place of their converts. Her con-^?f"ry. 
version was the first-fruits of a successful ministry which cf. ver. 4 
extended beyond the narrow limits of the Jewish com- 
munity and moved the whole city. The lack of a synagogue cf. ver. 5 
with its jealous rulers proved thus far advantageous, that 
there was no outbreak of Jewish hostility, and the Apostles 
continued to resort to the place of prayer and there dis- 
coursed to the townsfolk who followed them to hear the 
Word. The days passed prosperously and peacefully, and it 
can hardly have been earlier than the close of the year when 
an incident befell which interrupted their activities and 
brought their Philippian sojourn to an abrupt termination. 

The pagan mind was tolerant of new ideas and hospitable a crazed 
to alien religions, and the Apostles encountered in Gentile a totfne 

‘ Cf. Append. VI. 

* These are the only instances of TcLpa^id{^€ir$ai in the New Testaixient» 
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conomunities nothing of that fierce resentment which their 
doctrinal innovations excited in Jewish breasts. Neverthe- 
less the Gospel was an offence to the Gentiles no less than to 
the Jews, and whenever it touched their worldly interests, 
they were up in arms. So it happened at Philippi. It 
chanced one day that the missionaries were passing through 
the town on their way to the place of prayer when they 
encountered an unliappy creature— a slave-girl belonging 
to a company of charlatans ^ w'ho employed her in fortune- 
telling and traded with her on the credulity of the populace. 
She was a ventriloquist, and in those days that faculty was 
regarded as a form of possession ; the inhabiting spirit, it 
was supposed, spoke through the adept, using his lips and 
voice as its instruments.^ The girl was also insane, and this 
only confirmed the popular faith in her declarations, since 
in the East a peculiar reverence attaches to a hamako, ‘ whom 
Heaven hath deprived of ordinary reason, in order to endow 
him \vith the spirit of prophecy.’ 

Like every one else in Philippi, the poor girl had heard 
the fame of the missionaries imd apparently she had listened 
to their preaching and caught some of their phrases ; and 
when she spied them, she reverentially approached and 
ollowed in their train, crying aloud : ‘ These men are slaves of 
the Most ^ffigh God. They proclaim to yon “ the way of 
sMvation, as though they were exalted visitants and she 
their herald announcing their advent and mission. » The 

‘ There might be several masters of a single slave, e.g. two brothers ’ (Blass). 

A ventriloquist (iyyairTplfiveot) was dominated ‘a Eurykles’ after a celebrat^ 

as here, < a Bython • 

(NABC D TaMtrKfiv tikA rueO/ia IWw^a, ‘a certain damsel havir,^ a 

spirit, a ^hon, where is in apposition to Python is probably 

erived from Pytho, the oracle of the Pythian Apollo at Delphi. Cf. Piut. iV 
^e/acL Oriu. 414 E : y&p eVn Kal waidiKby Kop,idi to otearBai rw Bsop clMu 

WTcp iyyacrrpi^mvs, MpvKX^as TrdXac vvpt 5b lUd<,.as wpo<,ayopevofUuovs 
€^5v6fX€POP m Td ffibfiara tQp wpo^yjr^r l>7rocpebyyecr$ai, rch crSpaai Kal 

4>ava.ii xP'^M'^fov ipy&voit. 

• The MSS. (ver. i 6 ) vary between uirocr^irat (XBCE) and araprijcai. (ADHLP) 
Bothverbs, with their nouns ivirTwt and are used of the public ovation 

on the arrival of a distin^ished personage. Cf. m. PaJ<, 43 (of a magistrate's 
arrival) : 1 Th. iv. 17 ; Mt. .vxv. 6 ; Ac. xxvii;, 

s’ Tb ™'i *”■ 5 *' ■«> *«• 

IS. The only other mstance of xotokoXov^w in the New Testament is Lit. axiii 

55— » significant parallel 
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contretemps recurred daily until it became intolerable, and 
Paul, sharing the prevalent idead turned and, in the Lord's 
name, bade the spirit depart from the girl. Instantly her 
fren:sy ceased, and she was restored to sanity. 

It was a merciful work, yet it was ill received, especially Arraign- 
by the girl's owners. She was useless now for fortune- 
telling, and their lucrative traffic was destroyed. Thej^ 
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them to the market-place 
where the law-court was situated,^ and there arraigned them 
before the magistrates. They were cunning rascals, and 
they proceeded cleverly- Their real grievance was the loss 
of their profits, but that would never have been entertained. 

And so they gave the case a political colour, and indicted 
the Apostles as disturbers of the peace : they were Jews, 
and they were engaging in a Jewish propaganda in contra- 
vention of Roman law. And the rabble which had trooped 
into the court loudly applauded. 

It was a dexterous indictment, and it powerfully appealed Their 
to the Philippian magistrates. Infringement of Ronian 
institutions would in any case have been a serious offence in 
the eyes of those petty magnates with their pompous pre- 
tensions to imperial dignity ; ® and it happened that just 
then the Jews were in particularly evil odour and had been 
expelled by the Emperor Claudius from the capital^ Cf. Ac. 
Therefore, when a couple of itinerant Jews were brought 
before them on such a charge, the praetors made short work 
with them. Investigation was needless, and they pro- 
nounced instant sentence. They ordered their lictors to 
remove the culprits and strip and scourge them : summovete, 

LICTORES, DES FOLIATE, VERBERATE. ^ 

^ C£. The Days of His Fleshy pp. 105 ff, 

* At Athens several law-courts were situated in the market-place. Cf* 

Antiphon (Jebb's Selectiom from the Attic Orators, 7. § 10) : ivravBoi rr€Troi’hKa(s& 
r^p Kpioriv ip ry ayopa. Lys. De dan. AHstoph. § 55 : oitwv rys ayopS.^ qvt§ 

wpba dLKa<rr 7 )piq> oijre Trpb^ ^ov’Xevrypitp &<p 6 yp oddeTrdjTrore. 

® Cf. Horace’s ridicule of the prcetor at Fundi [Sat. I. v. 34-36). 

* Cf. Suet. Ciaiid. 25, Dion Cass, lx. 6. Orosias(vii. vi. 15) assigns the edict 
of banishment to the ninth year of Claudius, i.e. 49 ; but since he antedates the 
Claud ian history by a year (cf, p. 646), the date is 50, the very year which was 
jus^ closing when the Apostles were arrested. 

^ Cf. Sen, Controv, xxv. Trepiph^avrei airtav ra Ifidriay not ‘rent their own 
garmentsL-ki-token of horror — a Jev.isli fa.sbion (cf. p. 102), but ‘tore off the 
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It was, though they did not know it, a grave outrage. 
Romm Paul and Silas were both Roman citizens, and a Roman 
citizen’s person was sacrosanct. It was illegal, indeed it 
was accounted nothing less than l^se-majesLc, to scourge 
him ; and thus, when they subjected the Apostles to the 
lictors' rods, the praetors were perpetrating a flagrant violation 
of the Roman law which they were so zealous in vindicating. 
The outrage was executed in full severity ; and it may seem 
cf.^2_Cor. strange that Paul should have submitted to it on this and 
*'■ two other imrecorded occasions. The remedy was easy. 
He had merely to inform the Lictors that he was a Roman 
citizen, and they durst proceed no further. So he did at 
^4.t4.29. J^r.“salem some seven years later when he was bound to the 
whipping-post by the order of Claudius Lysias, the military 
commander ; and his protest was instantly effective. And 
no doubt a like protest would be made by both the prisoners 
in this instance, but they had to deal at Philippi %vith 
another sort of men than Lysias and his centurion. Even 
if it were heard amid the clamour of the rabble, their claim 
would be laughed to scorn by the stupid and insolent 
mimons ; and thereafter they would hold their peace, dis- 
daining entreaty, unlike Verres’ victim in the forum of 
Messana, who kept shrieldng above the hiss of the lash Civis 
Romanus sum.^ 

imprison- enduring the cruel ignominy they were conveyed, 

mmit. faint and bleeding, to prison. The gaoler was ordered to 
confine them closely, and he placed them in the innermost 
f. ver.34, cell of the dungeon underground, and not merely secured 
them by fetters chained to the wall but put their feet in the 
stocks.® When night fell, the smarting of their wounds and 
the uneasiness of their posture held them sleepless, and they 
kept a holy vigil. At midnight they were singing a hymn, 

prisoners’ garments,’ i.e. ordered them to be stripped for scourging. Cf. Wetstein’s 
array of illustrative passages. 

^--Cic. In Verr, v. 62. 

• tJ fiJXoi", nervus, termed also nSoUKit and roSoffTpdpr;, was a wooden frame 
with five apertures for feet and hands and neck (cf. schol. on Aristoph. 

1046). Generally, however, only the feet were secured. Cf. Plut. A Gen. 
Seer. 598 B : o! U rais viSas in rtf MetUvai rdi xeipas dpeyevre, may 
Sei/ieyot pi, iroXeKfiffijyai. Luc. Tax. 29 : oiSi iworelyny t 4 a-K^Xr) Svydueyot iy 
Ti}. KOLraK€K\€i(rfjiJyay 
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and the piisoners in the neighbouring cells were listening 
wonderingly to the unaccustomed sound, when suddenly — 
a rumble and a crash ! It was an earthquake — no infrequent 
occurrence in that region, but none the less an interposition 
of God, a stroke of His delivering hand ; and as the prison 
rocked on its foundations, the doors burst open and the 
chains dropped from the gaping masonry. The gaoler, 
asleep in his house overhead, was rudely awakened ; and on 
rushing down and finding the cell-doors open, he naturally 
concluded that the inmates had fled. And indeed they 
would presently have seized the opportunity, but meanwhile 
they were huddling terror-stricken in their cells- Their 
escape would have involved dire consequences for the 
gaoler, since by the Roman law a warder was responsible 
for his charge, and in case of his disappearance must take 
his place and suffer his penalty.^ The prospect appalled 
him, and like a true Roman, preferring death to disgrace, he 
was about to plunge his sword into his breast when his hand 
was stayed. Paul had heard his exclamation of despair, 
and he shouted : ' Do yourself no harm ; for we are all here.' 

It was good news for the gaoler, and he called for lights 
that he might verify it. The pause afforded him leisure for 
reflection. The doings of the missionaries were common 
knowledge in Philippi, and doubtless he had listened to their 
preaching. He had been impressed by their message of 
?5alvation, and had been pondering over it ; and the happen- 
ings of that night of terror brought him to decision. When 
the lights arrived, he first of all had the other prisoners 
secured ; ^ and then he bounded into the Apostles' cell and 
after a reverent greeting he conducted them out to the 
vestibule and there addressed to them the question which 
had long been stirring in his anxious breast : ' Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved ? ' They told him that the way was 
faith in the Lord Jesus ; and there in the dimly lighted 
vestibule they discoursed of the Saviour to the gaoler and 
his assembled household — his oSxcers and his wife and 
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^ Cf. Wetstein. 

® In ver. 30 Cod. Bez. (D) has kolI irpo^yayev a^oifs ro^y Xotroys dffipaKL- 
Kal etirep aiJrocy, ‘and brought them forth after securing the rest, and said 
to them/ 
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children.^ Every heart was won ; and only then were 
earthly concernments remembered. He washed the wounds 
of the Apostles, and they baptised him and his household. 
They were still his prisoners, and he must detain them at 
the pleasure of the magistrates ; but he would not recommit 
them to their cell. He brought them upstairs to his house 
and entertained them there. They had tasted notliing 
since their arrest, and, late as it was, a meal was spread before 
them, and the gladness of the converted household made it a 
very festival. 

Meanwhile the magistrates were ill at ease. They could 
hardly review their high-handed procedure without com- 
punction ; and the earthquake, breaking their restless 
slumbers, smote them with superstitious alarms.® Was it. 
they asked themselves, a wrathful visitation of the god 
whom those two Jews had proclaimed ? The Roman law- 
courts opened at the early hour of 8 a.m. ; * and when the 
panic-stricken magistrates met, they hastily agreed to repair 
the wrong. They despatched their lictors to the prison with 
an order for their release. 

The gaoler received the mandate, and joyfully informed 
them that they were at liberty to take their departure ; but 
Paul scornfully declined. He was minded to teach the 
magistrates a lesson and ensure his converts in Philippi 
against future molestation. ‘ They scourged us publicly,’ 
said he, ‘ without a trial, Romans though we are, and cast 
us into prison ; and are they now for casting us out privily ? 
No indeed ; let them come in person and bring us out.’ 
The gaoler repeated his answer to the lictors, and they 
reported it to the magistrates. It increased their alarm. 
It was the first intimation they had that the men they 
had abused were Roman citizens, and they realised the 
gravity of their position. They hastened to the prison 
and humbled themselves before the missionaries. They 

* In ver. 33 several lesser authorities have oi viol avroO, ‘ his children.’ 

• In ver. 35 Cod. Bez. (D) and S^r. Vers, read oruo ijXffop ol aTfiO-rifyoi M rh aCrri eis 

TT^p dyopap Kai d.pap.vri&$4pr^t Thv rbp yeyopoTa i(Po^'bBri<rap xal <iWcrr«tXar 

Tok p(f.^dovxovs, ‘ the praetors assembled in the fornm, and in remembrance of the 
©aithquake "which had happened were affrighted, and commissioned the lictors/ 

® Cf. Thi Da}^s of ffis Fleshy p» 477* 
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bioufji!: them out and, representing to them the risk they 
ran of fresh annoyance from their prosecutors and the 
rabble, besought them to quit the cityd Their profession of 
solicitude on this score was a feeble attempt to shift the 
blame from themselves, and their actual concern ■was to be 
rid of the troublesome affair. 

The Apostles were content with their vindication. They Departure 
betook themselves to the house of L5Hia, and there met with phuipp . 
their converts and bade them farewell. Paul and Silas 
and Timothy then took their departure, but they left Luke 
behind. He remained at Philippi, and laboured there until 
the spring of 57, when he rejoined Paul on his way to 
Jenisalem at the close of his third mission, never more to 
leave him until his ministry ended with his martyrdom at 
Rome.® 

The missionaries proceeded westward by the Egnatian xhessa- 
Road. They passed through the towns of Amphi polls, an 
Athenian colony on the Strymon, thirty-three miles from 
Philippi,® and Apollonia Mygdonise, near the eastern ex- 
tremity of Lake Bolbe and thirty miles distant from 
Amphipolis ; * but they stayed at neither, and the reason 
was that there was no considerable Jevish population in 
either and consequently no ssmagogue,® and vTcre there was 
no synagogue it was difficult to win a hearing for the Gospel. 

And so they held on to Thessalonica (Salonika), which was 

^ In ver. 39 Cod. Bez. (D) has Kai Tapa.y€p6fJieP0L fiera <pL\wv voKKIav els r^ify 
i^vXaK-i^yf 7rap€isd\€eray aOroi'S €l7r6pr€t’ rjyyoTjaaiiey rd /cai 9 ’ vjuds 6ri hrh 

dvdpes Skatot, Kai i^ayay6yTes irap^KdXeffay adroi^s X^yovre^' iK r^s TroXecjs rat'r>js 
i^iX$ar€ /.cr}7ror€ irdXiv crvyffTpatfiQxny 'qpuv (TiKpa^ovres KaO^ ‘and they came 

with many friends to the prison and besought them to go out, saying, “We were 
ignorant of your case, that you are righteous nien.’^ And they brought them out 
and besought them, saying, “Go out from this city, lest they again gather aljout 
us, clamouring against you.” ’ 

® The first- personal narration (cf. xvi. 17) is here interrupted and resumed at 
xx. 5. 

® Originally ' 0 ( 5 ot or ‘ Nine Ways’ ; renamed Amphipolis by the Athenian 

colonists because it was almost encircled by a winding of the river, iir* dpt,(p6Tepa 

weptppioPTos rod Zrpvp.hvos (Thuc. I. lOO ; IV. 102). 

^ Ptolem, 11 1. iii. 33 ; PUn. JVa^. Hist IV. 17. 

® The reason why they settled at Thessalonica was Stov ijy ffvvaytayy) tmp 
^Icvdalwy, which (since drou differs from o 5 as d<rrty, quippe quL from 5s) signifies 
^ since there was a synagogue of the Jews there/ implying that there was none a? 
Amphipolis or Apollonia. 
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not only the capital of the second of the Roman districts but 
the chief dty of all Macedonia alike in population and in 
prestige. 1 It occupied the site of the ancient Therma 
whence the Thermaic Gulf, at the head of wliich the city 
stood, derived its name ; * and it was founded about 315 b.c. 
by Cassander,^ who merged the neighbouring townships in 
it and named it after his wife Thessalonica, the half-sister of 
Alexander the Great.® It was a free city, a self-governing 
democracy ; * and its magistrates were designated Politarchs ® 
The distance between Philippi and Thessalonica was a 
hundred miles, and if the missionaries travelled afoot, the 

journey, at the customary rate, would occupy five or six 
days.® 

” ^ large and influential community of Jews in 

1 hessalonica, and their activity is indicated by the number 
of God-fearers who frequented their synagogue. The 
missionaries found a lodging in the house of a Jew who 
bore the name of Jason, the Hellenistic substitute for Jesus 
or Joshua ; ’ and Paul started his ministry after his wont by 
visiting the synagogue and demonstrating from the Scrip- 
tures that the Messiah was to suffer and rise from the dea d 
and that their prophecies had been fulfilled in Jesus. And 
^ he added urgency to his appeal by proclaiming the Lord’s 
Second Advent and the Final Judgment— a consummation 

, J Steabo, 323 J Luc. ^sfH. 46. • Herod, vii. lai. 

• StrabOj 330. 

* Hin. msl. IV. 17. Cf. Ac. xvii. 5 : adrois Tpoayayetv ek rhi/ Stjfiov. 

'T' Ccrj). Imcript. 1967 (a Thessalonian inscrip- 

bon) : roD KXeoxdrpar *ai ^o^dov UoMo, ^cKoivL 

novpklov ^.Xaulou Xapfipov roO ^aiirrov AnM-yrpiou roB 

ZmXovrov roB Kal MeWa/cou Valoi, ’AyCKX^lov norrirof rapicv rSr 

<c«rp.4vX„„. The metronymics here illustrate the 
Macedonian women (cf. p. 128). It is noteworthy that 
inscription were borne by Thessalonian converts— 
Secundus (cf. Ac. 4), Demetrius in its shortened form of Demas (cf. Col. iv. 
14. Phm. 24; 2 Tim. iv. lo), Gaius (cf. Ac. xix. 29). The title ‘politarch’ 

Egyptian papyrus. Cf. 

t Amphipolis and Apollonia were the stations where 

they halted overnight, implies that they indulged in the expensive luxury of 
^nage and thus accomplished the journey in three stages of over thirty miles 

’ a. p. at. Jos. Ant. xii. v. I : i TijvoOt Tdwm iavrby utrapipavt^. 
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which, in common with the rest of the primitive Christians, 
he regarded as imminent.^ For three weeks ® he continued 
his argumentation, and he achieved no small success. Some 
of the Jews were won, including Aristarchus who afterwards cf. Ac. 
proved so true and helpful a comrade to him, and also his cohw. '10 
host Jason, if indeed he be identical with the Jason who was 
%vith him at Corinth some five or six years later; but most of ai. 
the converts belonged to the order of ‘ the God-fearei's,' 
and it accords with the independence which women enjoyed 
in Macedonian society, that not a few of these were ladies, 
the wives of leading citizens.® 

This success enkindled Jewish resentment, and after Jewish 
the three weeks’ reasoning in the synagogue the missionaries 
found its doors closed against them and betook themselves 
with the converts they had won to an active ministry among 
the Gentile population.* This must have continued for a 
considerable time, since ere they left the city they had cf. i Th. 
established an organised congregation ; and during its course 
they endured no small hardship. It was necessary, at all 
events until the Church was organised, that they should 
earn their daily bread. More than once indeed they received cf. Phil, 
welcome supplies from their friends at Philippi, but these 
were insufficient, and Paul resorted to his craft of tent- 
making, toiling far into the night that he might be free for cf. 1 Th. 

: his' ministry during the day. ”• 

The Jews meanwhile were observing the progress of the a cry of 
Gospel with jealous eyes ; and, exasperated by its success, 
they had recourse to ignoble tactics. The market-place of 
the city was the haunt of a gang of loafers and rascals who 

1 Cf. p. 153. 

* {j-djSStxTa rpia, either ‘ three Sabbaths * or ‘ three weeks ’ (cf. Lk. xviii. 2). In 
the latter case Paul atteiuled the w’eekday as well as the Sabbath assemblies (cf. 

P- 94 , n. 3 )- 

® yvpaimp re irp'J)T(ap, not ‘of the chief women*’ which would be tQv re 
yvpaiKWP rQp Trpihrwv, but ‘ of the wives of the chief men.’ So Cod. Bez. (D) ; 

Aral ywaiKE'S rC)p 7rpLbrc-:i\ 

^ A distinct Gentile ministry is implied by the reading of Cod. Bez. (D) in ver. 4 ; 

Kai Tives at’noy cTreicrO-pcrap, hral Trpocr€K\ripib$7i<rap T(p Xla6\(p Kai 'Zi'hg. (rp didaxjj) 
roXXot Twp asfiofxcpixip Kai *li\\r}vwp iroXi) Kai yvpatKet rtSv Tr/jarwi’ ovk 

iXiyatf ‘ And some of them were persuaded. And there cast in their lot with 
Paul and Silas many of the Worshippers and a great miiltitiide of Gentiles and 
wives of the chief men not a few.’ 
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lounged about ready for any mischief ; i and the Jewish 
traders got hold of them and incited them against the 
missionaries, playing upon their political prejudices, telling 
them what had happened at Philippi, and representing the 
Gospel as a treasonable propaganda. It was the Apostle’s 
preaching of the Second Advent that specially served their 
turn : and they construed it as a prediction of the imminent 
overthrow of the Roman Empire and the enthronement of 
Jesus. Ihis is the first appearance of a perversion which 
persisted for generations and brought no small trouble on 
the Church. It is told that during the reign of Domitian 
(A.D. 81-96), m view of the Messianic dreams of the Jews, 
an impeiial edict was issued, ordering the execution of the 
descendants of King David. Information was laid against 
several peaceable Jewish husbandmen who were honoured as 
pandsons of Judas the Lord's brother, and they were cited 
brfore the Emperor. He was alarmed, like Herod the Great 
wiien he heard of the birth of the King of the Jews, and 
he examined those supposed aspirants to his throne. On 
learning what humble folk they were and what the Kingdom 
oi the Christ reaUy was—' not a worldly or earthly kingdom 
but a heavenly and angelic, which would come into being 
at the consummation of the age when He should come in 
glory to judge living and dead,’ he recognised the baseless- 
ness of his apprehension, and dismissed them and revoked 
the edicts 

It was thus a dangerous cry that the Jews of Thessaionica 

* Tfir ayopaiup SrSpas nvi., TW>r,pois, ‘certain evil men of the AaiiMs of the 
market-place, the hangman boys in the market-place’ (Shak. Two Gentlemen of 
prona, ly. iv. 60). o^opafos is defined by Theophrastus in his sketch of ‘ The Reck- 
less Man, 0 Char, xvi. (vi,), as ijeu dyopaii, rti rai doaaeovp- 

fjZ ‘ » coarse fellow, defiant of decency, ready to do 

anything (Jebb) ; and then further on : xal oix dirodoKtfiit^tir Si oSS’ Sua jroXXuw 
ayopatao arparvyeir, ‘he does not disdain to be leader of a gang of iyopam 
an alksion to the turbulence of the hangers-on of the market-place. Cf. Plut. 
pw//. /•aiil. 38. 3: drdpUiirous dywr^ts xai S^SovXevKSras, dyopaiovs Si mi 
Svmplyovs Ixy^or owayayelvKal orovSapxlg. *al rpavyH rivro. -epdyparo. /Sidiroaffat. 

^ le atm teim Cf. Hor. 245. Suida-s defines dyopafor vo 5 s as 

0 iravevTcXvis *ai ovp<j,,T&S 7 „ mi iTrdppvn, oiSi n<PpovTmp.ivo,. Cf. Plat. Proiar. 
347 e: rm avpnoim rot, t&v ,pa 6 \<ov ml dyopaiar drflpiia-B.,, contrasted pre- 
sently with KaXoi Kdya$ol (FVfiwSTat Kal weTrtudevffLiipou 

Hegesippus in Bus. Seel. M'st. m. ao. Cf. Just. M. ^^ol. n. pp. 58 f. (ed 
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raised, and their rascals took it up and presently had the 
city in an uproar. The rabble beset the house of Jason, 
intending to seize the missionaries and deal with them after 
the lawless fashion of ‘ a free democracy.' Happily their 
victims were abroad, but they got hold of Jason and several 
other Christians, and dragged them before the Politarchs, 
vociferating their charge of treason. It was an ugly charge, 
and no Roman magistrate durst treat it lightly. The 
Politarchs doubtless knew something of the Gospel from those 
ladies of their circle who had embraced it. At all events 
they were plainly well-disposed toward the missionaries and 
rated the charge at its proper worth. They durst not set 
it aside, but they adopted the mildest possible course and 
exacted security from Jason and his fellow-victims for the 
good behaviour of themselves and the accused.^ 

It was a shrewd settlement. It inflicted no injury on the Departure 
missionaries or their sureties, and at the same time it satisfied sa^iea.^* 
the accusers and safeguarded the Politarchs from the sus- 
picion of misprision of treason. It would indeed disappoint 
the Jews that their troublers had come off so lightly ; yet 
they were thus far gratified that their a,nnoyance was ended. 

It was impossible for the missionaries to remain in the city 
and expose Jason and his fellow-sponsors to the penalty 
which they would incur in the certain event of a fresh out- 
break of Jewish animosity. They must forthwith take their 
departure, and their converts readily acquiesced. They 
waited only until nightfall, and under covert of darkness, 
that they might escape observation mad molestation, they 
quitted Thessalonica. 

It was about the beginning of the year 51 when they arrived At Bcrom. 
at Thessalonica, and, in view of all that had transpired, it 
would be about the month of May when they took their 
departure. Diverging from the Egnatian Road, they travelled 
some forty miles westward to Beroea, an important and 
populous town at the base of Mount Bermius.® Immediately 

* XttjS&Tcj t 4 iKavov, salisdaiicne accepa, a I,atm phrase. Cf. Mk. xv. 15. 

Chrysostom [In I EjiisL ad Tkess. i) supposes that Jason and the others were 
pledged for the appearance of the Apostles to stand their trial ; but in that case 
the latter would not have stolen away and left their friends to suffer in their stead, 

* Strabo, 330 ; Luc, Asm» 34. 
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on their arrival they repaired on^the Sabbath Day to thi 
^ synagogue, and their experience there was a pleasing 
surprise. Whatever the reason, the Jews of Beroea ex- 
hibited a singular reasonableness.^ They listened to Paul’s 
demonstration of the Messiahship of Jesus, and so deeply 
were they imprpsed. that they daily examined the Scriptures 
in order to verify his contention. Their study carried con- 
riction to their minds, and many of them professed faith. 
Here as at Thessalonica not a few ladies of rank were 
numbered among ' the God-fearers,’ and not only did they 
]oin the ranks of the converts themselves but they brought 
their husbands with them.2 It was a gracious and unique 
expenence. The Jews were keenly interested in the Gospel, 
and dihgenriy mvestigated its scriptural evidence ; and even 
where coiiviction was lacking, there was no hostility, and the 
missionaries continued in the fellowship of the synagogue. 

It was a peaceful and prosperous ministry, and it must 
have lasted some time, probably two or three months at 
me least. Suddenly, however, it was rudely interrupted, 
ridings of the nussionaries’ doings reached Thessalonica 
and roused the indignation of the Jews there. They hastened 
to Berma and repeated the tactics which had proved so 
successful in their own city, raising the cry of treason and 
exciting the fury of the mob. Paul was the special object 
of their resentment, and it would have gone hardly with 
him had he been arraigned a second time on that perilous 

charge. His one chance lay in immediate flight ; buthew^as 

narrowly watched, ^d it was only by a ruse that he effected 
his escape. His friends supplied him with an escort and 
sent him away from the city in the direction of the coast 
^ though he intended taking ship at Methone or Pydna. 
His enemies would observe his movement, and thev could 
easily have overtaken him and arrested him ere he set sail ; 
oul, once cle 3 ,r of Lnc ji t 


Enemies 
from Thes- 
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conducted him overland through Thessaly until they brought 
urn to Athens.® There he was secure from molestation, and 
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they left him and returned home. His destination had been 
unknown when he fled from Bercea, but his guides carried 
a message to Silas and Timothy, informing them where he 
was and bidding them join him with all speed. 


V I Thes. ii. 

Ac. xvii. 

SOJOURN AT ATHENS feitS. 

. , . ■ 16, xvi. 13. 

Paul had been driven from Macedonia, but he still regarded Persecu- 
that country as his appointed sphere. He had been pro- 
videntially summoned thither, and his labours had proved 
abundantly successful. Much remained to be accomplished, 
and his hope was that, when Silas and Timothy arrived, they 
might report that the storm had blown over and he was free 
to return and resume his interrupted ministry. In due 
course they appeared, but they brought disappointing 
tidings. The animosity of those Thessalonian Jews who had 
pursued him to Beroea, was unabated ; indeed it had rather 
increased. They had returned to their own city, and they 
were harassing his converts there, rivalling the malignity of 
their Judaean confreres in the days of the first persecution Cf. i Th, 
which had begun with the martyrdom of Stephen and 
which, as he would recall with crimson shame, he had him- 
self inspired and directed. 

It was impossible for him meanwhile to return, since his Return of 
appearance in Macedonia would have exasperated his Timothy 
enemies and aggravated the distress of his friends. But 
his heart was anxious for the latter. They were beset by 
ruthless and unsci'upulous adversaries, bent on detaching 

Athens. But most probably tcijs is an assiaiiiation to in the following 

verse, and the true reading is d?s iiri OaXatraav (HLP), ‘to go ostensiblyto the 
sea* (cf. Moulton’s Winer, p, 771). (l) ^yoLyov ^it>s 'AdrjvCoPy ‘they led him as far 

as Athens,* suggests not a sea- voyage but an overland journey. {2) In ver. 15 
God, Bez: (D) after has waprjXdev (cf, xvi. 8) r^v QecraraXlav^ 

eKwXvdrj yap d$ avrotfs KripuJ^ai rhv Xhyov^ ‘ and he passed over Thessaly ; for he 
was hindered from preaching the W^ord among them,* he hurried through 
the country without staying to preach at any of the towns as Lans.;;a 

and Pharsalus. So Beza, Grotius, Bengel, Neander, 
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them from the Faith either by terrorism or hy cajolery ; and 
Lis sympathy was accentuated by the dread of seeing his 
work undone. He could not abandon them to their fate 
without an effort to save them ; and he and Silas decided 
that, loath as they were to part with him, Timothy should 
repair to Thessalonica in order to encourage the persecuted 
Christians and hold them steadfast in the face alike of 
threats and of blandishments. It rvas a heavy charge for 
a mere lad, and Silas would more fittingly have undertaken 
it ; but it would have been impolitic for him to appear at 
Thessalonica, since he had borne a leading part in the 
mission and was liardly less obnoxious to the persecutors 
than Paul. So they despatched Timothy, whether overland 
through Thessaly or by a coasting vessel. Meanwhile in- 
deed the trouble had its seat at Thessalonica, but it was 

likely to spread ; and presently Silas also took his departure 
for Miicedonia. His destination is not expressly stated, but 
it can hardly have been other than Philippi; and this 
a. Phil, probability is confirmed by the speedy arrival from the ever 
• generous Philippians of a welcome contribution to Paul’s 
necessities.^ 

Apo.stle was left alone at Athens. He had no 
tnoiignt of preaching there, since Macedonia was his field 
and he was waiting anxiously for his recall thither. It 
proved, however, that the seeming interruption of his 
purpose was in truth a providential dispensation, the con- 
siiaint of an unseen Hand conducting him to a larger 
ministry. Athens, pre-eminent in literature, art, and philo- 
sophy, was pre-eminent also in religion.® She rivalled Rome 
m her hospitality to alien cults.® The beautiful city was 
crowded with temples, shrines, altars, and images, which met 
the Apostle’s eye at every turn as he straved in street and 
hunerv yearning wistfully for Macedonia. His soul 

heart of stirrcd. He was touched by the pity of it all, and one 
he^hen- spectacle especially moved him — an altar bearing the in- 

^ Cf. Append. I. 

* Cf. Soph. CEd, C0L 260; d rds y 0 €WipeaTdTasi dwau 

lA'Curg. adv^ Zeacraf. t yap cS WBrjvaXoL^ Bn T\d(rrop Biathipere rwr SXXm 
apOpuiir^p Tip Tp 6 t re roj^s BeoBs BxetP. 

® Strabo, 471 : 5’ Bxaw^p it^pl rk BXka 4 >iXo^€Povpr€t BmrZK&HirLP, 

«OTw Kat w^pl Tok$ On Roman syncretism cf. p, 12. 
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scriptioB TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Such altars were common 
in the Greek world,^ but this was the first he had encoun- 
tered, and it spoke to him of the heathen heart's yearning 
after the Living and True God. He could not resist the 
mute appeal. He knew the blessed secret which would 
satisfy that blind desire, and he must proclaim it. 

Nor was opportunity lacking. There were Jews at i 
Athens, and he visited the synagogue and reasoned with \ 
the congregation, which as usual included ' God-fearers.' It ^ 
was, however, the general need that had stirred his com- 
passion and that he would fain satisfy ; and at Athens there 
was a peculiar facility in appealing to the populace. It was 
the historic fashion of the philosophers to discourse in the 
market-place, and Paul followed their example and con- 
versed with the citizens who daily frequented that intel- 
lectual exchange, less intent on business than on the dis- < 
cussion of the latest political or metaphysical question.^ ^ 

A novel doctrine was always welcome, and the Apostle's 1 
message excited keen interest, all the more that tidings of s 
the stir which it had occasioned in Macedonia had reached < 
the city. His popularity, however, quickly involved him in * 
embarrassment. The chief schools of philosophy at that 
period were the Epicurean and the Stoic, and their professors 
viewed him as an unauthorised invader of their province and, 
forgetting for the moment their mutual jealousy, made 
common cause against him. Some of them sneered at him 
and affected to regard him as an unintelligible quack. 

‘ What/ they asked, ' would this charlatan * like to make 

‘ Cf. p. II. 

* This disposition was the bane of Athens. Cf, Demosth. Ph’l i. lo. 

® o'T€pfio\ 6 yof, ‘seed-picker,’ was properly a little bird which picked up the seed 
as it fell from the hand of the sower (cf. Mt. xiii. 4), and it had two metaphorical 
uses : (i) a thief who lived by what he could pick up, like Shakespeare’s Autoly- 
cus, ‘a snapper-up of unconsidered trifles’ {WtnUr^s Tale^ IV. iii. 26); so a 
worthless rascal ; (2) an intellectual charlatan whose learning was second-hand 
and undigested ; cf. Browning, An Ej)tstle : ‘Karshish, the picker-up of learning’s 
crumbs.’ The latter is the meaning here. Cf. Eustath. on Horn, Od. v, 490 : 
oCb*w rirpairrat. Kal to a-Tepp.o\oy€tv iirl r^v iXoi,^ov€Vop.ip<av i^rl pLaS-^fAacriv 

iK Ta paKOWfJLdTOiy. , . . 0 KvplWy (nr€pfi(i\6yos ical G’Trepix.ovbp.o^ 

€186$ icTTiP dppioi^ \tiif§(hiM€PQy rh tirwippt.aTa, od ’Arn/fol (nrepp.oXSyovs iKdXovp 
Toi>s $t€pl iprbpia xai dyopcLs Siarpl^ovras Bid rb dyaKiycffdai rd c/c rwp (popritav, 
dwopphvro^ ml roifrov i'Kdyx^vov KXijinv ml ol odB^ybs 

XByov 
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Jealousy of 
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sophers. 

Cf. I Th. 
i. 7 - 9 - 



V44 LIFE AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 


•ut ? ’ Others took a more serious view. The burden of 
the Apostle’s discourse had been the Lord's Passion, Re- 
surrection, and Return to judgment ; and, philosophers as 
they were, they grossly misconstrued his language. ‘ Re- 
surrection ’ is in Gi'eek Anastasis, and they took this for a 
Charge of proper noun. They supposed it was the name of a goddess, 
ing strange whcn Paul spokc of ‘ Jesus and Anastasis,’ they fancied 
divinities, that he meant, after the heathen fashion, a couple of deities.^ 
‘He seems,' was their conclusion, ‘ to be a proclaimer of 
strange divinities.’ 

The Court And this would have been a grave offence — the very 
offence which had proved fatal to Socrates, who was arraigned 
opagos. on the charge of ‘ corrupting the young men and not recog- 
nising the gods whom the city recognised, but other novel 
divinities.’ ^ The court which took cognisance of such cases 
was the Council of the Areiopagos. This ancient and august 
tribunal, though it existed long ere his time, received its 
historic constitution from Solon. Its chief function was 
the investigation and adjudication of cases of homicide, but 
its jurisdiction extended also to such lesser offences as sacri- 
lege, treason, and conspiracy ; and it exercised a censorial 
supervision of the civic life, reprimanding and punishing 
immorality, indolence, and prodigality.® It regulated the 
education of the young and controlled the introduction of 
novel forms of worship ; * and thus it had jurisdiction in the 
case of Paul, who was charged with ‘ proclaiming strange 
divinities.’ . , ; 

The prestige and emolument of the philosophers were 
menaced, and in their resentment dignity and courtesy ahke 
were forgotten. They accosted him with a sneering affec- 
tation of deference and humility. ‘ Can we,’ they inquired 


Arraign- 
ment of 
Paul. 


^ Chrys. : Kal yb,p ivdfframv^ $€bp rim €lyat 
0yj\€las 

* Plat. Apai, 24 B ; Xen. Mem, I. i. ij Diog* Laert ii, 40- 

* Cf. Demosth. adv, Artstocr, j Isid. Areop. 149, 

* MB^ra as distinguished from rdrpia^ the ancient rites of the state. Cf. 
auidas under imOiravs ioprAt : iXiyero dk Trap avroh Kal &\\a ivWerd nva^ ^rra 

T&Tpia 6 yra 4 dpdou Tdyov ^ovX^ iSlKa^^, Just. M. {Ad Gr&e, Cohort.^ ed. 
Sylburg. p. 20 c) quotes a tradition that Plato learned the doctrine of the unity 
«f God from the Jewish I*aw, but fear of the Areiopagos prevented his menti#!i», 
ing the name of Moses. 
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'understand what this novel teaching is that you are 
talking of ? They are strange matters that you are intro- 
ducing to our ears ; so we wish to understand what these 
mean/ And they took hold of him and brought him into 
the court. 

The seat of the Council was the Areiopagos or Hill of Ares 
to the west of the Acropolis.^- Its proceedings were open,^ and 
thus, when Paul rose to answer the charge which had been 
preferred against him, he was confronted not merely by the 
judges but by a throng of curious spectators. He availed 
himself of the opportunity, and his defence was really a 
concio ad populu?n, a commendation of the Gospel to the 
hungry heart of heathendom. 

xvii,22 'Athenians,' he said, 'at every turn your exceptional 
23 religiousness ^ is before my eyes. I was passing tiiroiigh 
your city and inspecting your sacred institutions, and I 
found among them an altar bearing the inscription to an 

^ 6 dp€io$ Trdyoi meant properly the hill where the court hafl its seat (cf. Luc. 
Attach 19), but it was used also to denote the court itself, r; jHov'Xi} i) dpetov 
'jrdyov^ or the judges, oi ^ApsioTraylraL (cf, Aldphr. in. 72 : ds aurov 6 dpeios 
Tdyos d.iro(SX47rov<xLv. Cic. ad Atiic, Ep. I. 14 : * Senatus 7rd7oy. Nihil 

constantius, nihil severius, nihil fortius.* Sen. Dc TranguiU, Anim. 3: ‘Ario- 
pagus, religiosissimum judicium *). When it is said that Paul ‘ stood h jiiiaip rod 
dpdav Tdyov,' it is meant that he stood, not rin the midst of the hill’ but * in the 
midst of the court,’ ii' rys ^ou\i]S ttjs dpdou Trdyov, 

^ This is proved by a law prohibiting interniptipn of the proceedings by laughter 
or applause. 

* In classical Greek means ‘religious.’ Cf. Arist. /b/. v. ii: 

A ruler should be conspicuously diligent in his duties toward the gods, since his 
subjects have less fear of unjust treatment idp h€L<nAaip.ov(i dvat rhv 

dpXGvra koX <l>povrl^cLv rwv Oediy, Xen. Cfrap. ni. iii. 58. In later Greek it 
acquired the bad sense of ‘superstitious,’ already found in Theophr. Char. XXVIII 
(xvi) : 7] S€iatdaLiLQ:‘ia, dv eipac deiXia Tpos rd dat/tSpioy. Cf. Pint. Ec 

SupersHt. I : Ignorance regarding the gods divides at its source into two channels, 
engendering in the hard soil of refractory natures atheism (d^eor?;?) and in the 
moist soil of softer natures superstition {UiaiAmiiovia), Phil. Quad Deza sit Immut, 
35 : As fortitude {dvdpcla) is the mean between audacity {dpdaos) and. cowardice 
{d€t\la), temperance ((ru?f/)po(nV?y) between luxury and parsimony 

(0C4(3wXia), prudence {(pplv7](TLs) between craft [iravovpyia) and folly {/awpia}, so 
piety {diai^eia) is the mean between superstition {BeLcndatfiopla) and impiety 
{dffipma). Max. Tyr. xx. 6 : d jsxh e&ari^Tjs ffeept ^ dei(ndai/jLoty fc6Xa^ Oeov, 
The term, however, still retained a neutral sense (cf, Moulton and Milligan, 
Fccah); and so it is employed here and in xxv. 19— the only N. T. instances. 
It is inconceivable that the Apostle should have opened his conciliatory speech 
with an insulting epithet. 
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UNKNOWN GOD. ^^at, then, you are worshipping without 
B knomng It, this It IS that I am " proclaiming '' to you 

God who made the world and everything that’is in 
it. He IS Lord of heaven and earth ; and He does not dwell 
*3 m ^nctuanes which hands have made, nor is He ministered 
as though He needed anything "isince 

.6 And He made of one stuff every nation of men to dwell 

a? Snd ^1? ordaining fixed seasons 

27 and the boimdanes wherein they should dwell, that thev 

find Him, although He is all the while not far from each one 
as of us. For it is in Him that we live and move and are " as 

indeed some of your poets have said ; “ for we are indeed 
a 9 His otfspnng. Since then we are God’s offspring, we 
ought not to suppose that the Deity is like a thing of gold or 
silver ® or a stone, a carving of man’s art and imagimtion 
^ ^°d overlooked the times when they knew 

whPm^l^’ present charge to men is that every onieveiy- 
31 where should repent, inasmuch as He has set a day on whi4 
He will soon judge the world in righteousness before the 
tnbunal of a Man whom He has ordained ; and He has given 
proof of It to every one by raising Him from the dead/ 

Here the Apostle’s argument has reached its goal, and he 
IS about to proclaim the Christian message. All that he has 
hitherto said is a mere paving of the way, and it is indeed a 
skilful prelude. The charge against him was religious 
innovation, and he meets it by claiming that, as St. Chry- 
sostom puts it, he was ‘ introducing nothing strange, nothing 
nbvd, but sjmpljr.^asseftirg the truth which, on them own 
TOnfe^ion his hearers had been bhndly groping after. ^ 
His attitude is at once generous and tactful. He does not 
after the Jewish fashion, denounce the pagan rehgion as an 
iinAo y thing , rather, in the spirit of his 


Derisive 

interrup- 

tion. 


me^ii,picurean doctrine (Lucr. n. 644.51). Cf. tiie Pytha- 
rtM9 Seiy (it TpoirSed/isyoy, oiVot ol6fuvot iavriv 

" the Eclectic Demonax excused himself for not 

ovSk yip srta-eiu airi/y ruy itap’ ipoO iveXa/^ayoy 

one common material’ (cf. Gen. ii. 7). No definition i* 
.HLP) or &y 0 p(iTou (Blass). Cf. Heb. ii. ii. 
id man feeling a thing to make out what it was (cf. .«sop. 
groping his way (cf. Dt. xxviii. 29 lxx.). 

‘ ttAK xpvirlip ^ ipyupltp. 
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master, the Rabbi Gamaliel,^ he recognises the germ of 
truth which it contained. It w'as a veritable frceparatio 
evangelica ; and he seeks to persuade his hearers by appealing 
not only to the familiar testimonies of their poets, Epimenides 
and Aratus, but to the distinctive doctrines of the Epicurean 
and Stoic philosophies — the Epicurean doctrine of the divine cf. vers, 
remoteness and independence of human ministration and 
the Stoic doctrine of Providence.® Just as in the synagogue 
of Pisidian Antioch he had sought to conciliate the Jews by 
an historical review, proving that the Gospel was the con- 
summation of their ancestral faith,® so now in the Court of 
the Areiopagos he seeks to commend it to the Greeks by 
proving it the fulfilment of their agelong yearning after 
God. The historical argument \vas appreciatively received 
in both instances, but its application was displeasing. When 
he pointed to the conclusion that their ceremonial Law was 
superseded, the Jew^s caught fire ; and when he indicated 
what he meant by anastasis, the Athenians were moved to 
derision. To their minds the idea of the Resurrection was 
preposterous,* and some of them greeted it with scoffs, 
while others, more courteous but no less contemptuous, told 
him that they would hear him on some other occasion. They 
had no leisure for such folly. Solvuniur risu tabulm. 

It was an ignominious dinouement, but it was so far Termina- 
satisfactory that it ended the proceedings and relieved the Pauu/ 
Apostle from further legal annoyance. The case was laughed 
out of court, and he was set at liberty. Ridicule is fatal to a 
cause, and now that he was the jest of the keen-witted city, 
he could preach there no longer. His ministry had been 
brief, lasting perhaps about a month,® and it had achieved' 
little. Yet it was not entirely fruitless. His converts were 
few, but one of them at least was a personage of importance His con- 
— Dionysius, a member of the Council of the Arieopagos.® 

* Cf. p. 28. 

* Cf. Epict. I. V : Tfpi xpovolas ; Sen. De JPraviden/ia, 

’ Cf. pp. 92 ff. * Cf. p. 31 1. * Cf. Append. I. 

* Tradition makes Dionysius the first bishop of Athens. Cf. Eus. JStsf. Eccl. 

in. 4; iv, 23. His name is invested with a fictitious celebrity by the ascription 
to him of those remarkable works, The Hiavenly Hierarchy and llie 'Divine 
Aames, wlience St. ilioDtas Aquinas derived so much of his theology. Cf. 

es, coil's essay on Dimysius ihe Areopa^ie in H&Rdtgious Theught in the Wmt> 
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■ X Cor. xvi. 
rS. 


Cf. I Cor. 
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Ci, Jo. iv,2. 

Cf. I Cor. 

I 17. 
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Cf. I Cor. 

15-17. 


' {1} Faux 
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defence. 


Cf. 2 Cor. 
xi. 3. 


Cf. X Cor, 
ii. 1-5. 


Of the Others only one is named-a woman called Damaris 
Ihe name is apparently a variant of Damalis, which signifies 
a heifer ; and since it is the sort of designation wliicli was 
commonly borne by Athenian courtesans, and women of 
good tame lived in close seclusion^ it is probable that she 
belonged to that numerous and unhappy order ■ and ir 
may be taken as an evidence of her subsequent 'devotion 
that she was counted worthy of particular mention. 

It appears that Paul won at Athens another convert who 
has left an honourable name, though, since he was not an 
Axeman, it does not appear in the record of the Athenian 

a™rcl?-it ''' correspondence with the 

Umidi at Connth, he mentions one of its leading members 
Stephanas and tenns him and his household ‘the firstC 
luits of his labours m the Province of Acliaia. Stephanas 
was a Corinthian, but evidently he had been sojourning S 
Athens and had there encountered the Apostle and been 

and the departure of Silas 
and rmiothy when Paul was at Athens alone, since he had 

likl 'the hands~an office which, 

rrbSkrJf! v' teft the administration 

niteSn? especially, it seems, ^ to Iris 

Stephanas proved a loyal and generous friend in after 
years, and it was a merciful providence which had brought 
him into he Apostle's life at this juncture. Athens was no 
longer endurable ; and there were two special reasons which 
constrained Paul to take his departure.^ One was the shan^ 
of ffis ignomimous failure, aggravated by bitter self-reproach 
In his speech before the Council of the Areiopagos he had 
comnatted what he now recognised as a fata^ Lor Ks 

simplicity toward 

Christ. _ He had forgotten that faith’s best array is ' not 
inen s wisdom but God’s power,’ and had attempted to meet 
philosophy with philosophy and win his hearL by ‘ per- 


* Cf. Becker, CharicUs, pp. 405 ffi, 248 f. 

’ Cf. p. 79. 

It is significant that the same word {yaptt:eaSai\ h ..f p.„)> 1 

from Athens and the expulsion of the Jews IT 
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siia»ve words of w’isdom.’ It had proved a disastrous 
blunder, and he determined that he would never repetit it. 
Thenceforward he would eschew 'lofty speech and wisdom' 
and announce God’s testimony,’ ‘ knowing nothing except 
Jesus as Christ and that a crucified Christ,’ and relying on the 
‘ demonstration of the Spirit and of power.’ He would fain quit 
the scene of his failure and make a new beginning elsewhere. 

And he had another motive. He had been exhausted by 
those eager months of travel and preaching and controvers}' 
and alarm; and as he fretted his heart at Athens withf2)siok 
anxiety for his converts in Macedonia, he fell sick. It was 
a recurrence of his chronic malady ; and while he languished 
alone and despised in the gay city, * in weakness and fear 
and much trembling,’ his thoughts turned to Stephanas, and Cf. i c:r« 
he resolved to betake himself to Corinth and cast himself 
on the care of that kindly friend. It was a convenient 
retreat, no farther remote' than Athens from Macedonia, 
which he still regarded as his appointed sphere and whence 
he was eagerly expecting the return of his colleagues with 
the welcome tidings that tranquillity had been restored and 
he was free to resume his interrupted ministry. Thither 
therefore he repaired, probably, in his enfeebled condition, 
taking ship across the Saronic Gulf and landing at the port 
of Cenchreae. 


VI 

MINISTRY AT CORINTH 

^ Corinth was the commercial and political capital of the 
Roman Province of Achaia, and her prosperity was largely 
due to her position on the narrorv isthmus between the 
Corinthian and Saronic Gulfs. The rounding of Cape Malea, 
the southernmost promontory of Greece, was a perilous 
adventure. ‘ When you round Malea,’ ran the proverb,* 
forget your home.’ Hence ships making the voyage 
between Italy and Asia were accustomed to shun the cruel 

^ Strabo, 378 : 8 k kmXidov Tm> ofea5«. 
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haadhnd with its treacherous tides and restless billows bv 
of^ Wh Connthian Gulf and putting in at the harbour 
of Lechfflum where they either unloaded or, if they wer^ 
small enough were hauled on rollers across the Isthmus to 
bchoenus and there relaunched.^ This brought Corinth 'm 
■enormous commerce, and her revenue was not a little 

Sef* frequented the Isthmian 

' " ifu earliest days she was distinguished as 

the wealthy Corinth ’ ; 3 but this unhappily wfs not hm 
so e no oiiety. On the adjacent Acrocorinthus stood the 
famous temple of Aphrodite with upwards of a thousand 

with the shipmasters, enriching the temple by the ruin o^f 
their victims and occasiomng a proverb that ‘ it was not every 
ma. who could afford the voyage to Corinth.' < Th "5 
surpassed in htenary and philosophic fame by her brilliant 

mnmvn ® intellectual 
renown ; and she was distinguished in statecraft and still 

moie in art, especially, like the adiacent town of Sicyon 
in painting, statuary, and bronze-work.^ ^ ' 

A heavy calarnity had befallen Corinth in the year 146 rc 
when she was plundered and burned to the ground bv the - 
Roman army under Lucius Mummius; but she had 'been 

t title COLONIA LAUS JULIA CORINTHUS and 
settled m her a large body of Roman freemen.® Her natural 
-advantages had k^Etat^jthe recovery of her former pro- 
®]^ri y, and, in the Apc^le‘s.day she was once more the . 
ponum of Greece. The Roman colonists were the pre- 











‘ Strabo, 369, 378, 380. 

■ Stmte, 378 Cf. note on i Cor. ix. 24, p. 275. 

. riom. 77 . II, 570 : re KbpivBop Pinrl /O/ virr 

K6piyffo». Time. I. 13. i,nci. a/, xin. 4: ran iX.Sia» 

J- Hor. I xcii 

30. Ron ciiivis hommi cont ngit adire Corintbnm ’ n ^ 

ou,s Witheraiprla, ‘ play the harlot ’ • L ShA synonym- 

* roysterer-'a lad of nth!) ' “ V" ‘ a Corinthian ’ meant 

n iv i-r) ^ ^ Lord’ (I A-ins Hmry IV, 


-Strabo, 3S2 ; Verg. Georg, ii. 464. 
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dominant element in her population ; ^ but the majority of 
the citizens were Greeks, and there was also, as in every 
commercial centre, a considerable community of Jews. 

On his arrival at Corinth the Apostle would be kindly Associa- 
welcomed by Stephanas, but, with that delicacy which always AquiSa'^ 
characterised him, he would not trespass on his grateful 
convert's hospitality. Despite his weakness he presently cf. a cor, 
addressed himself to the winning of his livelihood, and it was 
his good fortune to encounter a Jewish fellow-craftsman. 

This was the tent-maker Aquila. He was a native of Pontus 
on the Euxine, but he had migi^ated thence to Rome, and 
the previous year had been driven from the Imperial Capital 
by the anti- Jewish edict of the Empei'or Claudius.^ Quite 
recently he and his wife Priscilla ® had settled at Corinth, 
which, as the capital of Achaia and the headquarters of the 
military administration in the Province, afforded abundant 
employment for practitioners of his craft. Chiistianity was 
already established at Rome, ^ and since there is no suggestion 
of their conversion by Paul, it is probable that Aquila and 
Priscilla were already Christians. Community of race and 
faith and calling drew them to each other, and the Apostle 
took a lodging in their house ® and worked with Aquila. 

He had neither time nor strength for the prosecution of Evangeii- 
an active ministry; nevertheless he did what he could, 

Each Sabbath he attended the synagogue and addressed 
the congregation ; but he studiously refrained from opening 
a serious discussion.® That, as it seemed to him, would have 

It is noteworthy how many of the Corinthian converts had Roman names. 

Cf. Crispus and Gains (i Cor. i. 14), Fortunatus (xvi. 17), Tertius and Quartus 
(Rom. xvi. 22, 23}, Titiiis Justus {Ac. xviii, 7). 

® Cf. p. 131. , . 

" A diminutive of Prisca (cf. Rom. xvi. 3 ; i Cor. xvi. 19 ; 2 Tim. iv. 19). Gf. 

Driisa and Drusilla, Livia and Livilla, Claudia and Claudilla, Tertia and Tertulia, 

Qiiarta and Qiiartilla. 

Cf, p. 506. The lar.guage of Suetonius {Claud. 25 : * Judaeos impulsore 
Chresto, a common spelling of ‘Christo*) seems to imply that it was Messianic 
fermentation that occasioned the expulsion, and this may have been occasioned 
by controversy between Jews and Christians. The Christians were in Roman eyes 
merely a Jewish sect, and they would share the expulsion. 

» wap* auroif, cf. The Days of His Flesh, p. 449. 

In ver.4 Cod.Bez,(D} has eLtsiropevh^A^vo^ elsTiiv crvpaynay^p Kara Trap ad^^arop 
aieX^7€ro mi IvnOds rh dvofka rou Kvplov; oC> iibvov 'lovMovf 

dWd Kal ‘And going into t.he synagogue every Sabbath, he would 



Arrival of 
Silas with 
deputies 
and a con- 
tribution 
from 
Philippi, 

Cf. 2 Cor. 
xi. 9. 


Timothy's 
arrival 
from Thes- 
salon ica 
with a 
letter 

Cf. I Th. 
ii. 14-16. 


Cf, in. 6-8. 
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been futile, since he was expecting the arrival of Silas and 
Timothy with tidings that the way was open for his return t« 
Macedonia. He was only a temporary sojourner at Corinth 
and he would not engage there in an enterprise which he 
must presently abandon. He contented himself therefore 
with seeldng qmetly to influence all whom he encountered, 
Jews and Gentiles alike, as opportunity presented itself. 

So he continued for several weeks, ^ and then the situation 
changed. His colleagues arrived from Macedonia. Silas 
came from Philippi, and it seems that he did not come alone 
Several deputies of the Philippian Church accompanied him 
conveying not only its greetings to the Apostle but a generous 
contribution. This was both welcome and opportune. It 
not only assured him of the undiniinished affection of his 
friends but relieved him in his weakness from the burden of 
daily toil and set him free for the prosecution of his proper 
vocation, the ministry of the Word. 

Timothy also arrived from Thessalonica. He came alone 
but he brought a letter from the Thessalonian Presbyters! 
informing the Apostle of the progress of events in their 
midst and craving his counsel. ^ It was indeed a distressful 
communication. The persecution not merely continued but 
had waxed so fierce that it matched the cruel tragedies which 
had been enacted in Judaea. It was grievous intelligence for 
the Apostle, dashing his fond hope of an immediate return to 
Macedonia ; yet it was accompanied by a gladdening assur- 
ance: the Church had stood firm, loyal to the Faith and 
constant in her affection for him and his colleagues. 

Had this been all, there would have been no need for a 
letter. Timothy, young and inexperienced though he was, 
coidd have told the Apostle of the sufferings of the Thessa- 
lomans and conveyed to him the assurance of their stead- 
fastness. But difficult and perplexing questions had arisen 
requiiing his counsel ; and that he might understand these 

reason introducing also the name of the Lord Jesus ; and he would persuade not 
only Jews but also Gentiles.’ The iniperf. signifies merely ‘sought to 

persuade, whether he succeeded or not. 

1 Cf. A-ara jr2(/ ‘Sabbath after Sabbath.’ 

1 J Apostle’s frequent references in the course of his 

letter to the Thessalonian communication. Cf. Rendel Harris. A Study in Letter^ 

writm^^ in Expositor^ September 1898. 
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and handle them effectively, it seemed fit to the embarrassed 
Presbyters that they should be expressly formulated and 
clearly defined. And so they wrote him a letter. 

The trouble had two sources. One was Jewish calumnia- (c) 

^ tion of the Apostle's doctrine and conduct. It was alleged 
that his Gospel was not merely heretical but immoral It 
was antinomian. Its proclamation of salvation by faith m 
Christ apart from the works of the Law was a relaxation of 
moral obligation. His character too was assailed. In the 
course of his ministry at Thessalonica he had repeatedly 
received monetary aid from the generous Philippians ; ^ and 
his enemies fastened upon this circumstance and, notwith- 
standing that he had toiled among them for his daily bread, 
they accused him of preying upon his dupes and making a 
trade of religion. These — ' error, uncleanness, and trickery ' cf. ii. 3. 
— were the odious offences which were laid to his charge. 

And there was another trouble which was still more serious, (2)_ Expcc- 
inasmuch as its source lay within the Church. It w^as a|heLord’s 
universal persuasion of the primitive Christians that the 
Lord's Return was imminent and He would appear in glory 
ere that generation had passed away ; ^ and the Apostle 
shared it. In his preaching at Thessalonica he had pro- 
claimed the impending consummation, and when the storm 
of persecution broke upon them, his converts consoled 
themselves with the prospect of a speedy deliverance. 

The issue was disastrous, and it has repeatedly recurred. An historic 
One instance is especialty conspicuous. The course of historj-^ pataiiei. 
was viewed as a succession of * ages,' and the early Christian 
imagination, proceeding on the Jewish notion that the world 
was only some five thousand years old when the Saviour 
came, saw in the story of Creation a programme of the future 
and recognised six ages corresponding to the six days of 
creation. The first, according to St. Augustine,® extended 
form Adam to the Flood, the second from Noah to Abraham, 
the third from Abraham to David, the fourth from David 
to the Babylonian Captivity, the fifth from the' Captivity 
to the Saviour's Birth, and the sixth from the Saviour's 

^ Cf. p. 137. _ ~ 

? Cf. The Bays of His. Fleshy pp. xxix f. 

* Quest injud, xlix ; Enarr, in Psalnu XCIf l« 
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Birth to the end of the world. And just as the six days of 
creation were succeeded by a Day of Rest, so the six ages 
a. Rev. ^viU be followed by the Millennium, a thousand years of 
peace. By and by the idea arose that each of the past ages 
had lasted a thousand years ; and hence it was reckoned 
that the year looo a.d. would terminate the current age 
and witness the Lord’s Advent and the Final Judgment. 
The awful consummation was solemnly announced in 909 
by the Council of Trosly 1 and as the fateful date approached, 
Europe was strangely moved. The end of all things was at 
hand, and men abandoned their worldly pursuits and 
ambitions. Buildings were suffered to fall into decay or 
pulled down since they would be no longer needed. The 
wealthy assigned their possessions to the Church, and the 
deeds of gift which still survive are generally prefaced with 
the formula afpro^nquante mundi iermino, ‘ the end of the 
world drawing nigh.’ Every mischance— an eclipse, an 
earthquake, or a pestilence — was accounted a premonition 
of the impending catastrophe according to the prophetic 
scriptures, and the terrified people would seek refuge in caves 
and fastnesses. Many bound themselves in villainage to 
religious houses, and such as could went on pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land, the supposed scene of the Lord’s visible 
appearing. 1 

Similar, though on a lesser scale, was the situation at 
I ; Thessalonica, The Church was seething with excitement. 

1 1 • i 1 i ' Enthusiasm arid fanatidan were rampant ; confusion pre- 
: 1 1 ! ‘ P vailed ; discipline wai defied, and controversy raged. The . 
! t i s U ; Presbyters were impotent, and they communicated their 

; ; ■ ■ ’ : difficulties to the Apostle and besought his counsel. 

The First Letter to Thessalonica 

Sostie-s . inimediately responded to their appeal, and his reply 
reply. IS invested with a peculiar interest as the earliest of his 
extant letters. He did not write it with his own hand, but 
i dictated it to an amanuensis. This was the fashion at that 

period in consequence largely of the prevalence of illiteracy ; 

Cf. Mosheim, Hiti. ui. ii., chap. iii. 3 ; Milman, Latin Christianity, 

,i T. »n. 
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and it still obtains in the East, where the public scribe, seated 
at his table with inkstand and pen in readiness, is a familiar 
figure on every city-street.^ Illiteracy, however, was not 
the only reason for the employment of an amanuensis. 

‘ Writing fair,’ as Shakespeare observes, is a rare accomplish- 
ment, and it was peculiarly difficult for the Apostle. Not 
only was his sight defective,® but his hands were coarsened 
by the rough toil of tent-maldng, and penmanship would be 
no easy task for his cramped and indurated fingers. This is 
no mere surmise ; for in an interesting passage where he is 
writing with his own hand, he playfully alludes to his large, Gat vi, «, 
sprawling characters. And here lay a further reason for 
his employment of an amanuensis, since papyrus, though 
the least expensive of writing materials, was at the cheapest 
very costly.® It w'as sparingly used, and this appears not cf. Rom. 
only in the custom of including in a letter greetings from 
mutual friends * but in the close and minute penmanship of 
extant manuscripts. A letter written by a scribe was 
authenticated by an autograph signature ; ® and the cf. a Th. 
Apostle’s practice was to take the pen from his amanuensis "cor.' xvi.’ 
at the close and write the final benediction with liis own hand ;^Coi. 
in his characteristic and unmistakable style. 

In the present instance the amanuensis would be either His 
Silas or Timothy. The former was well qualified for the 
task, and he subsequently discharged it for the Apostle cf. i Pet. 
Peter ; but it seems probable that it was rather performed 
by Timothy, since he was attached to the mission in the 
capacity of attendant, and the business of scribe belonged 
to his office.® In any case it was no menial function. The 
letter was the Apostle’s, but he associates himself with both 

^ Cf. Hichens, Near East^ p. 209. * Cf. p. 70. 

® The price varied with the quality. The sheets measured 9 to ii inches by 5 
to 5.1 ; and a single sheet is quoted as selling now at a drachma and three obois 
or fully i/-, again at three obols or about 4jd., and again at two obols or about 
3'1. Cf. Milligan, N. T. DGCuments^ pp. iif. 

^ In a 2nd c. papyrus with thirty-one lines no fewer than thirteen are occupied 
with greetings. Cf. Milligan, ibid. p. 12. 

® Cf. Chrys. In Epist. H ad Tkess, I : Ka.6d.Tep Kal vvv ierb. dwb 

ydp VToypa4>i' s drjXa. yiverai rd ypdptfjLara rCiV TefiTrhvrtav, Plat. Episi, XIII 
begins IlXdrwp' Lcowcrltp rvpdwip 'ZvpaKovedov TpaTTctv and proceeds dpx'd] trot 
rys eTKTToXTjs i<rrca /cal cLfia crup.pidkov 6rt To-p^ ifiw i(rrL For interesting examples 
2I Oxyrh. Pap, 246, 275, 497. ‘ Cf. p. 79. 
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his companions at the verj’ outset and maintains the associa* 
tion throughout : ‘ we thank God,’ ‘ our Gospel,’ ‘ what sort 
of men we proved among you,' ‘ what a reception we had 
when wc amared among you.’^ They had shared his 
mimsiry at Thessalonica, and they shared also his present 
solicitude; and with characteristic generosity he would 
honour them in the eyes of the Church. 


i.i. Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the Church of the 

Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
Grace to you and peace. =>uo e.imsr. 


The letter from Thessalonica had assured the Apostle 
of the Church’s affectionate loyalty to himself and his 
coHeagues despite the _ calumnies of his Jewish enemies. 

e now, it had said, ‘ what sort of men you proved 
among us for onr sakes ’ ; and he prefaces his reply with a 
warm reciprocation. He assures them that he and his 
colleagues on their part cherished a constant and grateful 
remembrance of all that the Thessalonians had been and 

twVi ® gratified him to find 

that the fame of their faith and devotion had travelled beyond 

their own country of Macedonia. It had preceded him to 

Athens and Corinth and was the talk of the Province of 
Achaia. 


souforSS Sbt yo" “ 

vmirSih TS easing remembrance of the work of 

‘ ' C t T ^ y°"^ endurance of your 

5 because our GosmI went not home to you in word onlv but 
akom power and in the Holy Spirit and much satiSio? 
just as you know what sort of men we proved among you for 
your sakes. And you followed our example and the Lord’s bv 
welco..,mg the Word armd mudt diste »ith the iorof the 

sFattt afn jou proved a_ pattern to aU whi Lid the 

a th in Macedonia and in Achaia. For from you the Word 


* That this is not//Ww majesfaficus is proved by the introduction of first 

pr. smg. when the Apostle refers particularly to himself (cf. ii. 18, iii. 5) There 

IS no clear mstancf* nf 


, ' * Lu iiimsetr ici, li. ; 

IS no clear instance of ‘the editorial wi’ in tlie Tauline writhes 

ro« wreeom. fa the cognate verb of Irhrtr^ faith ’ and it fa a 

Advantage m translation tlie old English use of ‘faith’ as a verJ cf 
Shak, A mg' Lear, ii. ,. 72 : make thy words faith’d ’) is now obsolete. 
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of God has pealed forth/ not only in Macedonia and Achaia ; 
no, in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, 30 

9 that we have no need to say anything ; for they are telling 
their own story of us — what a reception we had when we 
appeared among you, and how you turned to God from your 

10 idols to serve a living and true God and await His Son from 
Heaven whom He raised from the dead — Jesus our Rescuer 
from the coming wrath. 

And now the Apostle turns to the calumnies of his Jewish Refnta.tiot 
enemies. In reporting these the Presbyters had assured caim'nnks. 
him of their unshaken confidence. * We know/ they had 
written, ' that your appearance among us has proved no 
empty thing.' And this generous testimony made the task 
of refutation easy for him. His teacliing was condemned 
as erroneous and immoral, and he points in reply to its 
gracious influence upon his converts. And he was accused of 
cowardly and selfish trickery. He had been, in the stinging 
phrase of a later generation, ' a trafficker on Christ/ ^ and had 
sought to ingratiate himself with his dupes by soft and 
flattering speech. There was indeed a show of reason in the 
taunt ; for he had always behaved at Thessalonica with 
exceeding tenderness. But it was the tenderness of a loving 
heart. He had never played the Apostle or stood upon liis 
dignity. He had treated his converts as a father treats his 
children, nay, as a nurse treats her charge with 

* a simple, merry, tender knack 
Of stringing pretty words that make no sense. 

And kissing full sense into empty words.' ® 

When his calumniators represented this as flattery, they were 
flying in the face of facts. He had come to Thessalonica 
with the wounds of his scourging at Philippi yet unhealed, 
but his spirit was unbroken, and he had boldly proclaimed 
the Gospel at the risk of provoking fresh outrage. And so 
far from ' trafficking on Christ ' he had toiled early and 
late at his craft of tent-making that he might earn his 
daily bread. 

^ like a peal of thunder (cf, Ecclus. xl. 13) or a clear, ringing 

trumpet (Chrys.). 

® Xpicrrefiiropot. Cf. Didache^^ xii. 

® E. B. Browning, Aurora Leigh^ i. 





ou wu apcd.1^ Willi uie uesign oi pieasmg not men 

5 but God, * the Prover of our hearts/ For we never resorted 
to flattering speech, as you know, or a fair pretext for greedy 

6 ends, God is witness ; nor did we ever seek glory of men either 
from^ you or from others, though we might have stood upon our 

7 dignity as Christ s Apostles. No, we played the babe among 

8 you like a nurse fondling her children.^ Thus yearning for 
you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the Gospel 
of God but our own lives also, because you were so endeared 

9 to us. For you remember, brothers, our toil and moil. Working 
night and day that we might be no burden upon any of you, 

10 we preached to you the Gospel of God. You are our witnesses, 
and so is God, how holy and righteous and blameless was our 

11 relation with you who hold the Faith, even as you know how 
we dealt with each one of you like a father with his own 
children, exhorting you and cheering you and solemnly charg- 

13 mg you to comport yourselves worthily of the God who is 
calling you into His own Kingdom and Glory. 

The Presbyters had written that they ‘ thanked God ’ for 
all that Paul and his coUeagues had done for them ; and he 
responds by assuring them that they had inspired himself 
and his coUeagues with a like gratitude : ‘ We too thnnV 
God unceasingly/ And the reason of their gratitude was 
the heroic steadfastness of the Thessalonians in face of a 
cruel persecution. It seems that some of them had actually 
sealed thdr testimony with their blood; and thus the 
Thessalonian Church had won a place with the churches of 

‘ Reading i/fn-toi, ‘babes’ (cf. i Cor. iii. i; xiii. ii) with N*BC*D*FG 
■Vulg. What was called by the calumniators ' flattering speech ’ was in truth the 
language of affection, like a nurse’s blandishments. So Orig. (/« Mafi. Ev. xv. 7 : 
iyivero viprm rai icapaxXiinot Tpixptf eaXToiir'g rb iavTTjt tratblotr xal XaXoiScri) 
W70W (bt mUov 5 m Tb raiSlov), Aug. {Ee Catech. Rud. 15 : ‘ Hinc ergo factus est 
pan ulus in medio nostrum tanquam nutrix fovens filios suos. Num enim delectat, 
nisi amor invitet, decurtata et mutilata verba immurmurare ? ’), Hieronym. Hence 
the verb coinJcmtiaH, denoting our Lord’s adaptation of Himself to 

human childishness by the Incarnation (Iren. iv. Ixiii. i). The variant 

gentle,’ is a dull smoothing away of the bold metaphor, facilitated by the pre- 
ceding V. 
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Judaea in * the noble army of martyrs/ God's faithful 
witnesses in all ages from the ancient Prophets to the Lord 
and His Apostles. 

13 And therefore we too thank God unceasingly that on receiv- 
ing the Word of God from our lips you welcomed it as no 
word of men but as what it truly is — the Word of God which is 

14 set in active operation in you who hold the Faith.^ For you 
followed the example, brothers, of the churches of God which 
are in Judaea in Christ Jesus, in that you also experienced at 
the hands of your fellow-countrymen the same sufferings which 

15 they experienced at the hands of the Jews — the men who slew 
the Lord and the Prophets and hunted us forth. God they 

16 never please, and all men they oppose, seeking to prevent us 
from speaking to the Gentiles that they may be saved, to ' fill Gen. xv. 
up the measure of their sins * always. ' But the wrath of God 

has fallen upon them to the uttermost.' ^ 

A mere assurance of his abiding interest in his converts Review . 
was insufficient, since they might naturally doubt it. In- cours'i^o 
deed it may be that his enemies had charged him with 
cowardly desertion in fleeing from the storm and seeking a 
secure asylum in Achaia. And so to disabuse their minds 
he reviews the course of events since his departure from 
Thessalonica. His first destination had been Athens, and 
there he had eagerly awaited the arrival of his colleagues, 
hoping that they would tell him that the way was clear for 
his return. But, to his bitter disappointment, they had 
reported that the persecution was still raging, and that his 
reappearance at Thessalonica would not merely involve the 
sacrifice of his own life but aggravate the sufferings of his 
converts by provoking fiercer hostility. So keen was his 
solicitude that he could not leave them unsuccoured and 
allow his work to be undone ; and it w'as agreed that 
Timothy, who by reason of the subordinate part which he 
had played w^ould be less obnoxious, should venture back, 

ivepyetraL, not middle, * operates,* but passive, Ms set in operation.* So most 
probably in every instance {cf. IMayor on Ja. v. 16). God and spiritual powers, 
whether good or evil, are said ipcpyuv^ * to operate* (cf. I Cor. xii. 6, ii ; Gal. 
h. 8, hi. 5; Eph. i. ii, 20, ii. 2; Phil, ii. 13); their instruments are said 
ii'epyiiadat^ ‘ to be set in operation* (cf. 2 Cor. iv. 12; Eph. iii. 20; Col. i. 29). 

The Word is in itself ipspyr’fS (Ileb, iv. 12), potentially ‘ operative,* and it becomes 
actually * operative ’ where there is faith : it Ms set in operation in believers * by 
the Holy Spirit. And faith, again, Ms set in operation through love’ (Gal. v. 6), 

® A stock phrase of Jewish eschatology. Cf. 7 es/, Xff Pairiarch. vi, i j, 
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and nerve them to stand fast against the fury of their 
persecutors and the subtler risk of seduction from their 
allegiance by insidious misrepresentations. And now tlial 
Timothy had returned to Corinth the Apostle was gladdened 
by his report of their heroic steadfastness and by tlie letter 
wiiich he had brought and wliich told him that they remem- 
bered how he had warned them during his ministry among 
them to expect persecution for the Gospel’s sake. ' And he 
reassures them of his constant altection and solicitude and 
his eager and prayerful longing to return and renew his 
ministry among them. 

17 And as for us, brothers, in the desolation of our temporary 
separation from 3'ou— in presence, not in heart — we were 
tlic more intensely eager, with much longing, to see your 

isface ; because we wished to go to you— I Paul indeed once 

19 and again~and Satan closed the waj^. For wliat is our 
hope or joy or crown of boasting— is it not even \’ou ?— 

20 before our I.ord Jesus at His Advent ? 1 Yes, you are our 
iii. I glory and our joy. And so, when we could endure “no longer 

2 wn made up our minds to be left alone at Aiheiis, and soni 
J iniothy, our brother and a minister of God in the Gospel 
of Christ, to establish j'ou and exhort j'on in the interest 

3 of j’our faith, that no one might be cajoled amid these dis- 
tresses. You know v’ourselvos that this is our appointed 

4 lot. For while we were with you, we foretold you that di.s- 
tress was in .store for us ; and so it came to pass, and you 

5 know it. It was for this reason that I on niv part, when I 
could endure no longer, sent to ascertain your faith for fear 
lest the Tempter had tempted you and your toil should 
issue in emptiness. 

6 .And now that Timothy has come to us from you and told 
us the good tidings of your faith and love and that you have 
always a kindly remembrance of us, longing to see us just 

7 as we are longing to see you, we have on this score been 
comforted, brothers, about you, above all our constraint 

Sand distress, through your faith, because ‘ now we live if 

^ ‘ The scnteiice is broken by tlie AposUo’.s emotion. !{e intemled to s.ix : 

‘ What is our hope or joy or crown before the Lord? Is it not our converts ?' 
hut he breaks oiT in his Iiaste toassirre tire Thcssulonians tliat they are iEicludo !. 

1 herefore he adtled ^ Kftt vficU ; lor lie ditl not sav ‘’you " .simply but “ t’ou 

also" with the others’ (Chrys.). 

‘ properly ‘cover.’ Hence (t) ‘keep oul,’ cf. Thuc. n. 94; m'> 

tTiyov<T<u, ‘leaky ships’; (2) ‘keep in,’ cf. Plat. AVyr. 62! A : oi rb «u«p dyrtiw 

cHyeiv, ‘a leaky vessel.’ Here either ‘contain our lonning' or ‘keep out 
anxiety.’ ' = » i- 
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9 you stand fast in the Lord/^ For what thanks can we 
render to God regarding you for all the joy which \¥e experi- 

10 ence on your account fefore our God, while night and day 
we pray with exceeding earnestness that we may see your 
face and repair the defects of your faith ? ^ 

11 Now may He, our God and Father and our Lord Jesus 
13 Christ,^ direct our way to you. And may the Lord make 

you increase and overflow in love for one another and for 
13 ail men like our love for you, that He may establish your 
hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at 
the Advent of our Lord Jesus ‘ with all His holy ones/ 


It was a grief and an embarrassment to the Apostle 
throughout his ministry, that when the Judaists alleged that 
liis Gospel of salvation by Faith issued in antinomianism, 
they could adduce what seemed a damning evidence of their 
contention. His Gentile converts too often retained the 
low ideals of their old heathen ethic and disgraced their 
Christian profession by moral laxity. So it had happened 
at Tiiessalonica, and he now introduces a call to consecration. 


An exhor- 
tation to 
holiness. 


iv. I To proceed : brothers, w^e beg and exhort you in the Lord 
Jesus that, as you received from us directions how you should 
comport 3^ourselves and please God^ — and so indeed you are 

2 comporting j^ourseb/es — that 3^011 do it more fully. You know 

3 what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesiis.*^ For this 
is the will of God — 3"0ur sanctilication. He would have you 

4 abstain from fornication ; He would have each of you know 
how to master his own vessel ^ in sanctification and honour. 


^ iJornemann, chiefly on account of ‘das ganz deiilUche Metrum,’ regards this 
as an adapted verse from a Christian or Jewish hymn, suggesting as the original 
ia.p iv Uvitiu.', Sve live if wc Stand feist in the Lord.’ 

^ KaTapril'iiVy \|oin together.’ (i) In a political connection, ‘reconcile con- 
tending factions’ (cf. i Cor. i. 10). An umpire was called (cf. Herod, 

V. :?3). (2) As a medical tenn, ‘replace a dislocated joint’ or ‘set a broken 

Ifonc.’ Cf. Galen, Opera^ XIX. p- 461 (Ktihn) : mTapri<ri.i. 6 $ iem (xerayco^'i] derrov 
J) oerrvov iK roD irapa (p{fai.v rdirov cis rbv /caret <p(!(nv. (3) ‘ Repair a torn fabric/ 

a net (cf. Mt. iv. 21). 

* Cf. the co-ordination of God and Christ in i, I. Observe how the Apostle’s 
sense of their oneness is expressed by the sing. KwreMvai. Cf. 2 Th. ii. 16, 17. 

^ Particularly in delivering the decree of the Council of Jerusalem (cf. Ac. xvl 4). 

* cTKevos signifies the bo.Iy (cf. 2 Cor. iv. 7) as the vessel containing (i) the soul 
(cf Lucr. nr.. 440; Cic. 7 usp. Dispute I. 52: ‘Corpus quidem quasi vas est aut 
aliquod animi receptaciilum ’ ; Phil. Qmd Deterius Potiori insidiari solcat, p. 223 ; 
rh T-tp ^ux' 4 ^ iyy^iQv rb ffw/xa), (2) the Ploly Spirit (cf. ver, $; 1 Cor. vi. 19 j 
Barn, Ppis^. vii. 3, xi. 9 j Plerm. Mand, v. 2). So Tert. {JDe Pesurr, Cam. 
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jcr. X. 25 ; 5 not in the passion of lust like ' the Gentiles who know not God/ 

XXIX, ^ never transgress or take advantage of a brother in the 

Pi xcir, t, matter, because 'the Lord is an avenger" in all these cases, 

7 as we formerly told you and solemnly testified* For when God 
called us, He did not mean us to be unclean ; no, the con* 

8 ditioii was sanctification. Therefore, when one disregards it, 
Kz. xxxviL it is not man that he disregards but God who ' puts His Holy 

. . Spirit in you/ . . 

I'he esciia- And now the Apostle addresses himself to the eschatological 
qtiestioii which was disturbing the Thessalonian Church, and 
deals with three vexing problems which it had raised and 
which the Presbyters had submitted to him in their letter. 
The first concerned the maintenance of ' brotherly friendship/ 
(i) idle ex- and it had been occasioned by the extravagance of a number 
fhet.ord^ of entliusiasts. Anticipating the immediate end of the age, 
Return, abandoned their worldly employments and were 

idly scanning the heavens to catch the first flash of the 
Lord"s appearing. They had been reduced to penury and 
were dependent on charity for their daily bread, with the 
natural result that a spirit of resentment had been aroused 
in the minds of sober Christians who were burdened with 
their support. Thus the Church's peace was broken, and 
her enemies %vere moved to derision. ' If/ says St. 
Chrysostom, referring to a like scandal in his own day, * this 
is an offence to those who are with us, it is a far worse offence 
to the outsiders. They find ten thousand accusations and 
handles when they see a man in good health and well able 
to provide for liimself begging and needing help from Ms 
neighbours. This is why they call us traffickers on 
Christ/" " 

$ Regarding brotherly friendship you have no need that one 
Is, iiv, 13. should write you. For you are yourselves ' taught of God " 
10 to love one another; indeed you are perfonniiig the duty 

Chrys., Theodrt., Ambrstr., and the Fathers generally. * To win one’s vcp-sel* 
(t^ iavTou (rxePos Kratr0at) means to get the mastery over one’s body and delivet it 
from the desemtion of lust. Cf. Shak. iv. ii. S3: * To preser\e lliis 
vessel for my lord. ^ According to another interpretation ‘wife* 

(cf. I Pet. ill. 7). So TheotL Mops.; Aug. {Cmfra Juimt, Pekf, iv. 56; 
Sirm, cclxxviii. 9 ). Thus the Apostle would mean that as t safeguard against 
illicit indulgence each man should ‘gel his own wife’ (cf. i Cor. *rii. s]. Rut 
wl'iat would be the force of fiSP»ai then ? 
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toward all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Bat we 
II exhort you, brothers, to perform it more fully, and make it 
your ambition to live peacefully and busy yourselves with 
your own affairs and work with your hands as we charged you, 
latliat you may comport yourselves decorously before those out- 
side and be dependent on no one.^ 

The second problem concerned 'those who were falling (2) Mxkly 
asleep/ Death had been busy at its ceaseless work since 
the introduction of the Christian Faith into Thessalonica ; 
and as one and another passed away and the promise of 
the Lord's Return remained still unfulfilled, the mourners, 
uninstructed as yet in the blessed hope of the Resurrection, 
wondered how it would fare with their beloved at His 
appearing. Would they be absent on that great Day and 
miss its gladness and glory ? 

13 And we would not have you miss the truth/ brothers, regard- 
ing those who are falling asleep, lest you grieve like tlie rest 

14 who have no hope. If we hold the faith that Jesus died and 
rose, so too will God bring with Jesus those whom He has laid 

15 to sleep.® For this we tell you in a word of the Lord * that we, 
the living, the survivors until the Advent of the Lord, sliall 
have no precedence of those wiio have been laid to sleep ; 

16 because the Lord in His own person, heralded by a cry of 
command, by an archaiigeFs voice, and by the trump<ft of 
God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will 

17 rise in the first instance ; ^ then we, the living, tiie survivors, 

^ Or, taking as neut., * have need of nothing.* 

* dypoetVf not simply ' to be ignorant ’ but ‘ to be ignorant where one might ami 

should have known.* It was used, in the Common Greek of making a wrong , 
return in an assessment schedule (cf. Moulton and Milligan, Hence , , ,, 

under the Levitical economy *a sin of igiiomnce* {dypoiffxa) was held culpable 
and: required expiation. 

® row mip. 7 i 0 ivTas rot- ‘those who have been kid to sleep by Jesus,* 

a true passive (cf. Moulton, p, 162). Another construction connects 

tou U'lfjroy with illeq ‘God will through Jesus bring with Him,* in His train, 
or perhaps prolept., Ho be with Him {in His gloryk* So Theod. iMops, Chrys., 
while approving the former, mentions l>oth interpretations. The kiter obliterates 
the double imralklLsin— roil'i mifA* rm *ir^(Tue with *lr|cro 5 s dwi^amr and 
<rw mWC willi 

* Referring eidier to our Lord*s genera! teacliing (cf. Jo, vi. 39, 40) or to i.n 
unrecorded ipgim, 

^ irpjsTm KABD®EKL, Hn the first Instance,* balanced Iw tVtira. Tlie re* 
surrection will be the first act in the drama. The variant ir/»;^rat D*FG, Hirst,* 
wains that the dead in Christ will raised -before the ungodly (cf. Rev, xx. 4, 5), 


(3) The 

tune of the 

Li.<fd’s 

Rnurn. 


i.:L Ac. i. 

6 . 7. 


Cf. Ac.!. 7. 


Cf. Mt. 

XXIV. 43. 


Cf. xiu 
36^ 


Cf. lii 

IQ.2X J Ac, 
jj. IS, 
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will in their company be rapt away amid clouds to meet the 

Lord ^ in the air. And thus shall we be always with the Lord, 
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

The third inquiry ' concerned the time of the Lord's 
Return ; and it was 'a bewildered appeal for some definite 
pronouncement which ' might calm the prevailing unrest . 
The Apostle answers that he has none to offer, and recalls 
how the Lord in the .hour of His departure had censured 
that very inquiry as an illegitimate; intrusion into the 
Father's secret council.' The one certainty w’as that the 
Lord's Return would be a sudden surprise ; and here lie 
takes occasion to ' reiterate his admonition against moral 
laxity. It wns impossible to foretell when the Lord would 
appear ; but all would be well if only they remenibered His 
word : ' In whatsoever employments I may surprise you, 
in these will I also judge yoii/^ and held themselves in 
constant readiness to meet Him without shame. 

v. s Regarding * the periods and the crises/ brothers, you have 

2 no need that anything be written to you. For you yourselves 
know perfectly well that the Day of . the Lord conies like a 

3 thi'Cf in .the . night.® . When they are saying * Peace and 
safet}^' then all of a sudden ruin swoops upon tliem like her 
pangs upon a woman with child ; and they sliall not escape. 

4 But you, brothers, are not in darkness that the Day should 

5 surprise you like a thief ; for you are all sons of light and sons 

6 of day. We belong neither to night nor to darkness ; so then 
let us not slumber like the rest but be wakeful and sober, 

7 It is by night that siumberers slumber, and it is by night that 

8 drunkards get drunken. But as for us, since we belong to the 

But the apocalyptic idea of two resurrections (ivdu-mfrm ml is 

foreign to Paul’s thought. He contemplates only one — that of *l:he dead in 
Christ ’ ; and when he says that they will rise *iii the first instance,’ he means that 
they will be raised before the living are *rapt away,’ and lioth will go home 
together. Moreover, the apocalyptic * first resurrection ’ is not a general rcsnrrec« 
tion of believers, but a resurrection of the martyrs who had fallen iu die Thaaihnn 
persecution, The cause for which they had died would triuinplb ‘^id they would 
share its triumph, 

* fis ct p. ijOj-n, '3. ■ 

* iw ofs xaraXd^w, roiJrots ml KpiPw. CL Vnwriftm Sajm^s n/ C kir 

£&rdi IL 

* The Jews inferred from Ex, xii, 29 that the lifessiah would come at inidniglrt, 
and the early Cliristians inferred from X!t. xxv. 6 that the Lord would return at 
midnight. Cf, Hieronj^m. on the latter passage. 
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day, let us be sober, ' wearing a cuirass/ that of faiili aiidlove, is, ih. 17. 
9 and ' a helmet/ the hope ‘of salvation": forasmuch as God 
did not ordain us to wrath but to win salvation througli our 

10 Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us that, whether we wake or 

11 sli!rnl)er, we may share His life. And therefore exhort each 
' other and build one another up, as indeed you are doing. 

Not the least serious aspect of the Thessaloniaii sitiiatlon Practical 
was the disorganisation of the Church. The prophets of the 
approaching Advent were iiTesponsible enthusiasts, and they 
pursued tlieirpropaganda regardless and indeed contemptuous 
of the judgment of the Presbyters. ■ Authority was flouted 
and discipline defied. Their wild excesses occasioned re- . 
sentment, reprobation, and recrimination; 'and, what was 
still worse, they excited ridicule. Their prophecies dis- 
credited even the legitimate operations of the Spirit. 
Reasi.mable men looked askance iipon all enthusiasm, for- 
getting the Lord's precept ; ‘ Show yourselves approved 
bankers ' ^ and the duty winch it inciilcates of distingiiishing 
betwixt geiiiiiiie coins and base counterfeits. ; 

12 And we beg you, brothers, to. appreciate those who toil 
among you and rule over you in. the. Lord and admonish 

13 you, and to hold them in very high and- loving esteem for their 
i4wa)rk*s sake. ‘Be at peace am.ong-yourselves.‘ And we Mk. ix. 50. 

exliort yon, brothers, admonish the disorderly, cheer the 
faint-hearted, lend a helping liaiid---,to the weak, be loiig- 
15 suffering toward all. See that .no one ever repa3?s evil with 
evil, but always pursue the kindly course with one anotiier 
i 6 ,iranrl with all' men. Always rejoice.- Pra}^ unceasingly.,, 
is In e\'ery situation be thankful ; for this is God‘s will in 
i9t 20 Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit do not set 
'21 prophecies at naught; but prove eveiydliiiig, retain tlie'jobi 
22 genuine,® ' eschew every evil " sort,.^ - ' ■ ■■ $, , ;c 

^ yiv€ff0€ rpaT€^h:<L d^Kipici. Cf. [/fiwriiien Our £&rd^ vi.,' , , 

s iriU"o?’c the shortest verse Ju the Greek ''Testament. /.tlxTrliterarf ./h , , 

pi'CKir.ciion hos ever so often repeated the word the 'Nenv Testanient.^^^ 

"•t Renan., .£is. 

^ Like l)anlvcrs {rp'iTrt'firai) who tested coins {vo^Uerfiara) to ascertain whether 
they were gemune {mXd} or counterfeit _ To “test’ or 

i}QKifiai;€iv • the process was ; a coin ■.wh.tdi'.' stood '.the .test emt : 

whic!) iVnl not staiiil it was 

* Or ‘ every sort c>f evil.' eulc*?, fi) ‘appearance* (cf, Lk. ix. 29 ; 2 Cor. v. 7 ) ; 

|2) ‘form,’ ‘shape’ (cf. Lk* iii* 22); {3) ‘sort/ ‘kind’; as a philosophical term, 

'species/ 
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Xum. xxiii, 
19 ; Ps. 
xxxvii. 5. 

The 

Apo&tle’'s 

nsaimal. 


Cf. Gen. 
xxxiiii. 4, 
xiv, 14, 15; 
l.vk. XV. 20. 
Cf. Rom, 
xvi. 16 ; 

1 Cor. xvi. 
20 ; 2 Cor. 
■xlii. 12 ; ■ 

I Pet V. 14 , 


Tlmoth^r 
the bearer 
of the 
letter. 


23 Now may He, the God of peace, make you entirely and 
perfectly holy, and may your spirit and soul and body in 
entire completeness be kept beyond blame at the Advent of 

24 our Lord Jesus Christ.* Faithful is He who is calling you; 
and ' He will also bring it to pass.' 

And now^ after his wont the Apostle puts his sign-manual 
to the letter. It is no mere signature but an unbaring of 
his heart. He bespeaks the prayers of the Presbyters for 
himself and his colleagues. And he extends his affection 
to the whole Christian community, and bids them ‘ greet 
all the brothers with a holy kiss.’ It was the Oriental 
fashion with kinsfolk and brothers, when they met, to 
embrace and kiss each other on cheek or forehead ; and it 
prevailed in the Christian Brotherhood. And it w^as the 
fashion, moreover, with a Jewish Rabbi, when a disciple 
pleased him, to embrace him and kiss his forehead in token 
of commendation.'* It is the latter usage that the Apostle 
intends here. The kiss which he bids the Presbyters bestow 
on liis behalf was his recognition of the faith which his 
Thessalonian converts had displayed in those days of trial. 
The letter was addressed to the Presbyters, but it was a 
message for the Church, and he insists on its being read in 
public assembly. 

13, s« Brotheks, pray for us. Greet all the brothers 

27 WITH A HOLY KISS. I ADJURE YOU BY THE LoRD THAT THE 

28 LETTER BE READ TO ALL THE BROTHERS. ThE GRACE OF 

OUR Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

The transmission of letters was in those days no light 
matter. There was indeed an imperial post instituted by 
Augustus on the model of the Peraan angaria ; * but this 
was a state service, and private despatches were conveyed 

* The idea of oAor«Aiis is eemflets perfection ; that of i\6K\r!ptn (cf. Ja. i. 4) 

Mnmitt ikied entiniy, oXoA-Xiypta (Ac. iii. i 6 ) is mim sotmdfms &f The 

Apostk prays, in view of the dralia (cf. ver. 14) of the Thesmlonians, that they 
may be oXoT«\c?f ; in view of their am&np&’m. (cf. iv. 7 ), they nmy be h\hKkip4>i, 
wnctified in their entire nature, not only their spiritaal nature (weu/xa) or their 
intelkctua! hut their physical (<ru>/4a). " ne tripartite division of human 

nature was a Stoic conception. Cf. M. Am*- iiii. 3 ; rpla intriv €mi0r^mr 
irw/ittno*', mvs. 

* Cf. Tke Dajfs 0/ Mis Fiesk^ p. 361. 

* Cif Suet, 49, 
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by private messengers.* It was common for a wealthy man 
to maintain a staff of couriers,® but the less affluent hired 
messengers as occasion arose, while the poor were dependent 
on the service of a friend or the favour of a casual traveller, 
and it was thus that the Apostle’s letters were conveyed, cf. Rom. 
In the present instance it appears that Timothy acted as his '■ 
courier.® It was an important office. For Paul’s couriers 
were no mere posts. Not only were they entrusted with the cf. Ep' . 
communication of personal tidings, but they were charged 
with the amplification and enforcement of the rv'rit ten message, s. ' 

It was in the month of September that Paul had come Active 
to Corinth, and he had no intention of remaining there. 

His hope was that peace would be restored in Macedonia, 
and he would be free to return tluther and resume his inter- 
rupted ministry. Corinth was merely a temporary asylum, 
and it seemed useless to inaugurate there an enterprise which 
he must presently abandon. He passed several weeks in 
anxious expectancy, busy at his tent-makiiig and availing 
himself of such opportunities as presented themselves for 
testifying of Christ. At length in the month of October 
Timothy arrived from Thessalonica ; and his report, grievous 
as it was, terminated the Apostle’s suspense. The persecution 
still continued, and there was nothing for it but that he 
should remain at Corinth. And so, after he had written 
and despatched his letter to Thessalonica, he addressed 
himself to an energetic ministry in the Achaian capital. 

The liberality of his Philippian friends had relieved him Rupture 
of the necessity of earning his daily bread, and he abandoned 
his tent-maldng and devoted his full time and strength to g»g>“- 
his evangelical activities.* The synagogue was liis arena, 
and he no longer contented himself with tentatively ‘ intro- 
ducing the name of Jesus ’ ‘ but ‘ solemnly testified that 

^ Cursprfs or taMianY, Cf. Cic. Mil Jl. 31 ; Mart. .Ep^r. ill. icxs ; PHo* 

VIL 12 ; Tac. jliii. 

* The luxurious /Elius Veras, Had riaii’s adopted sou, called his rmwes by ilie 
immes of the winds and adorned them with Cupid’s wings. 

® His departure from Corinth is proved by the fact that Criipus and Gains were 
baptised by Paul. 

* itABDE Vulg., * was in the grip of,’ /.e,, ‘ closely occu- 

pied with the Word.* r<j 5 HJbP, ‘was in the grip of/ 1',#., 
strained by the Spirit/ * Ci p. 151, n. 6» 
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C.'f. Neb. 

V. 13. 


Ifis 

adherents 


the Messiah was Jesus.’ A keen and protracted controversy 
ensued, and after his wont he supported bis contention by 
appealing to the Scriptures.^ His reasoning was incon- 
trovertible, but his opponents were impervious to argument. 
Exasperated by their dialectical discomfiture, they^ resorted 
to threats and blasphemies. Persistence was futile, and he 
• ‘shook out his garments,’ signifying after the symbolic 
fashion still practised in the East that he abandoned them 
and would hold no further intercourse wdth them.® They 
had rejected the Gospel, and he would thenceforward make 
his appeal to the Gentiles. 

». c the synagogue, but he did not go alone, 

btephanas, whom he had won to the Faith at Athens ere 
coimng to Corinth,® would accompany him ; and he carried 
with him also several prominent members of the Jewish 
congregation. One was no less a personage than Crispus, 
one of the Rulers of the Synagogue ; « and the other Titius 
Justus. The latter was not a Jew. His Latin name 
suggests that he was a Roman colonist, but he was a ‘ God- 
fearer, ® and thus like Crispus he had doubtless been present 
dunng those heated discussions in the synagogue and had 
been persuaded by the Apostle’s arguments. Another bore 
the Latin name of Gains, and he also was probably a Roman 
colonist and a ‘ God-fearer.’ He was a man of substance 
and he proved m after days a right worthy member of the 
Lormthian Church, winning praise for hisgenerous hospitality. 
He amd pispus were the only Corinthians besides Stephanas 
and his household whom Paul baptised with his own hands ■ 
and the reason was that Timothy, on wLom in his capacity 

ot€pf^r)i'€vofi,^j/(ap apnTa(raojiJt.ilpii)v /c.r.X, ^ 

Jmtnte’trf ‘"‘“"a’ Ip^drca, ‘rend one’s 

garments (cf. Mt. xxvi. 65 Ac. xiv. 14), a protest against blasphemy air] (2^ 

‘shake off the dust of one’s fLt’ (H. Mt. x 

into the h"i unclean Gentile soil and passim^ 

into the Holy Land (cf. The Days oj His Flesh, -p. 2iZ\. P. E F O If T„to 

1906, p. 191 : ‘Taking the open part of the dress in the right hand and shakiig 
means, I have nothing to do with it.” ’ •'naKmg a 

i 3«I^s if" p -IT I m t )T / * of IPis Flesh, p. 94. 

’lorfc-rov AB»D»HLP 
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of attendant the a.dministration of the Sacrament properly 
devolved, had gone on his errand to Thessalonica at the 
time of their conversion. From Paul’s explicit statement 
that these were the only Corinthians whom he baptised, it 
may be inferred that Titius Justus received the Sacrament 
from the hands of Silas. 

Few though the converts may have been, they were Jewish 
numerous enough to require a meeting-place now that the 
doors of the synagogue were closed against them ; and 
Justus supplied their need. He was well-to-do, and he 
placed at their service an apartment of his commodious 
house.^ It proved an unfortunate arrangement. The 
house adjoined the sjmagogue, and the assembling of the 
Christians in such close proximity would be construed as a 
deliberate defiance. Their numbers quickly increased by 
the accession of Gentile converts, and this further exasperated 
the Jews. They naturally regarded Paul with special ani- 
mosity, and so menacing became their attitude that his life cf. Ac. 
was endangered. He was in continual apprehension of a ^xh.m.'s. 
murderous assault. It was an alarming situation, and it is 
no wonder that his heart failed him. 

In the midst of his disquietude Timothy returned with Evil tidings 
unhappy tidings. The trouble at Thessalonica had in- 
creased. Not only was the persecution still raging, but the cf. 2 Th. 
eschatological frenzy was wilder than ever. It had been 
fostered by several enthusiasts who recognised in the Cf. iii. n. 
distress of the Christians the beginning of the storm and 
announced that ‘ the Day of the Lord was upon them.’ 

The Church was panic-stricken, and the Apostle’s letter 
had proved ineffectual. His counsels were nullified by the 
fervour of the enthusiasts, who not only claimed prophetic 
inspiration but recalled how he had preached the imminence 
of the Lord’s Advent while he was among them and alleged 
his authority for their affirmations. Moreover, they pro- 
duced a letter which he was credited with having written. Cf. «. *. 
Perhaps it was a forgery, but more probably it was a personal 

^ The variant /xera/Sis airi toS ‘having removed from the house of 
Aquila ’ (D* 137), represents Paul as leaving his lodging in the house of Aquila and 
Priscilla (cf. ver. 3) and taking up his abode with Titius Justus — a violation of the 
Lord’s injunction (Lk. x. 7). Cf. TAe Days of His Flesh, p. 218. 
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communication which he had written ere the controversy 
arose, and which now lent itself to an interpretation which 
he had never contemplated. 

It happened that, when the report of the situation at 
I !? MMon. Xhessalonica reached him, Paul was menaced by an out- 
break of Jewish hostility, and the accumulation of trouble 
overwhelmed him. It seemed as though his ministry at 
Corinth were doomed, and he must again seek safety in 
flight. In his despondency he turned to the. Holy Scriptures, 
and he found there the message which he so much needed 
Apparently he had lighted on that passage in the ancient 
i.s xii. to, Prophet : ' Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of My righteousness. Behold, 
all they that are incensed against thee shall be ashamed and 
confounded ; they that strive with thee shall be as nothing, 
and shall perish.' The brave words rang in his ears, and 
when he went to rest, they shaped his dreams. In a vision 
the Glorified Lord spoke to his troubled heart. ' “ Fear 
not,” ’ was His command, ‘ but speak and keep not silence ; 
” for I am with thee ” ; and no man will set upon you to do 
you evil ; because I have much folk in this city.’ 

Themis- The vision rallied the Apostle, and he resumed the con- 
expect.'ition f^ut with frcsh fortitude. H^is first step was the writing of 
diSe’’"'”*' letter to the distracted Church at Thessalonica, and 

Advent, it was a delicate and difficult task. His embarrassment was 
, I that he shared the universal belief in the imminence of the 

; Second Advent. During his Macedonian ministry he had 
proclaimed that the Lord would certainly appear within 
:cf. iv. IS- the lifetime of that generation, and he had reaffirmed it in 
. his first letter. Indeed it was his proclamation of this 

doctrine that had occasioned all the trouble ; and the 
: only efiective remedy lay in a clear recognition of its absolute 

erroneousness and a return to the explicit teaching of the 
Lord. He had represented the progress of His Kingdom 
as no sudden catastrophe but a gradual and protracted 
development, like the ripening of the harvest — ' first the 

xiii. 33!' blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear,' or the 

^ operation of leaven, slowly permeating the mass of dough. 

5, 14, 19. And He had spoken of the Bridegroom ‘ tarrying ’ and the 
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Master ‘ travelling into a far country ' and returning ‘ after 
a long time.' It was human impatience of the divine long- 
suffering that had introduced the idea of an immediate 
Advent ; and it would have been well not only for Thessa- 
lonica but for Christendom in succeeding generations had 
the Apostle recognised the mischievous error and boldly 
repudiated it. But herein he was the child of his time. It 
was only the stem logic of events that exposed the error, 
and meanwhile he clung to it. 

Hence the difficulty which he experienced in dealing with The 
the Thessalonian situation. Blind to the truth which would ^Jrrecave. 
have calmed the wild frenzy and restored the Church to 
sanity, he had recourse, though not without a latent misgiving 
which betrays itself in frequent hesitation, eager emphasis, 
and confused expression, to an ingenious theory which in 
very deed amounts to a denial of his postulate of the im- 
minence of the final consummation. He insists that it is no 
innovation and no recantation. He had advanced it in his cf. a. s. 
personal teaching during his sojourn at Thessalonica. But 
his statement of it can hardly have been ver}' precise, else 
it would not have been so entirely ignored. Probably it 
had been obscure in his own thought, and it was only 
now in the stress of controveraal necessit}? that it was 
distinctly envisaged. 

His argument is summarised by St. Jerome in the epigram Jewish i(U-a 
that ‘ Christ would not come unless Antichrist had pre- Messtanie 
' ceded ’ ; ^ and it is based on a doctrine which figures largely 
in the later Jewish theology, and which finds its earliest ex- faiviest 
pression in the second Psalm — that the world’s hostility to 
God would wax ever worse until it attained its height in a 
confederacy of the heathen nations against Him ; and then 
the Messiah would appear, and ‘ break them with a rod of 
iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel,’ and 
inaugurate His trimnphant and glorious reign. ^ The idea 

* Algos. Quest, xi: ‘Christum non esse venturum nisi prsecessisset .4,011- 
christus/ Cf. Pelagius on 2 Th. ii, (in his commentary on the Pauline Epistles 
preserved among the works of St. Jerome): ‘Nisi Anticbristus venent, non 
veniet Christus.^ 

* On the history and development of the idea cf. Bousset, Der AfUuhrht 
(Engl, transl. The Antichrist Legend) ; Schlirer, Mist, of Jew, People^ ii. ii, pp, 

164 ff. ; art. Antichrist in Encyd. Bibl, 
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was shaped and elaborated by the national experience in 
succeeding generations, especially by the atrocities which 
"were perpetrated by Antiochus Epiphanes and which roixsed 
the Maccabees to their heroic struggle. Antiochus is that 
enemy of God and His saints depicted in the Book of 
0.111. xi. 36. Daniel the king who ‘ should do according to iiis will, 
and exalt himself and magnify himself above every god, and 
speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and 
prosper till the indignation should be accomplished.’ The 
oppieped Jews recognised in him an incarnation of the 
world s enmity against God, and thencefor%vard that furious 
blasphemer stood in their minds as the image of the Messiah’s 
protagonist in the final conflict. On that tragic Day of 
Atonement in the year 63 B.c., when Cneius Pompeius 
after long besiegement captured Mount Sion, and not only 
massacred twelve thousand Jews, but hewed down the priests 
at the altar and intruded into the Holy of Holies, where no 
foot save the High Priest’s had ever trod,i it seemed as 
Cf.^2Th. though the dread consummation had arrived ; and the 
insulting foe was styled ‘ the Sinner,’ ‘ the Lawless One.’^ 
Se?cnL natural that the Je\vish doctrine should be retained 

Antichrist. in Christian theology with the necessary modification that 
the consummation was no longer the Advent of the Messiah 
but the Return of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and it is in Paul’s 
second letter to the Thessalonians that it makes its earliest 
appearance in Christian literature. Toward the close of the 
first century a new and significant title was coined for the 
enemy who should lead the forces of evil in the final con- 
flict. He was called ‘ Antichrist,’ ® W'hich signifies a rival 
Christ, an impostor arrogating to himself the true Christ’s 
powers and offices and claiming the homage winch is Plis 
prerogative.* Paul does not employ the title, but the idea 

^ CL Jos. Aui. XIV. iv. 2-4; De Bell. Jud. I. vii. 3-5. 

Cf. Psalm. Sol. ii. i\ h rif htefiii^a.vtiteaSa.1. ro« i/iapToKi-o h Kpup KarejlaWi- 
reixr} ox.vp 6 .. xvii. 13 ; i/p^iiaoev 0 Hvojioi itri T 7 )P yfp rifj.ui' irb intKaivrm abrlp’. 

* St John is the first writer and the only N. T. writer wiio uses the appellation. 
Cf. I Jo. ii. 18, 22, iv. 3 ; 2 Jo. 7. 

* Cf. dprt; 3 ao'iX€zJs, dp&dTraros {proconmt)^ * antipope.’ Chrys. : oi) yko 
elduAoXarpdav^ huvos dXX’ dyTi$€ 6 s tls ^trrat Kal irdvrat AraraXt'^trei roh 

ml /ceXei'/cret wpoffKvpeip aMp dvrl roO OeoO, Theod. Mops. : * Temptat 
®nim ille per omnia ilia quse Christi sunt imitari, utpote €t Christum se esse 
iicensd 
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is his ; for, according to his conception, the final apostasy 
\’i’ill issue not from heathendom but from unbelieving Israel.^ Cf. ii. 4. 
The Enemy, ‘ the Man of Lawlessness,’ ' the Lawless One,’ 
vidll be a false Messiah, an incarnation of Satan even as Cf, a. 9. 
Christ w'as an incarnation of God,^ enthroning himself in the 
Sanctuary, claiming divine attributes, and in the power of 
Satan exhibiting delusive signs and wonders. 

Such is the conception which Paul here introduces ; and The 
it effectively served his immediate purpose. The Thessa- See of the 
Ionian enthusiasts believed that the Day of the Lord wasLa“]|5j._ 
imminent, and they were looldng for His appearance, ness the 
oblivious of the tremendous prelude. The order of events second 
was, first, the revelation of Antichrist, and then, and not 
till then, the revelation of Christ.® Nor would that prelimin- 
ary be immediately fulfilled. Already indeed the forces of 
lawlessness were gathering and seething beneath the surface 
like volcanic throbbings which will presently burst forth 
in ruinous convulsion ; but meanwhile there was a restraining 
barrier, and until this was removed, the storm would not break. 

What this barrier w'as the Apostle does not explicitly The 
define. He speaks of it with studious reserve, designating 
it now ‘ the restraint ’ and again ‘ the restrainer,’ and refer- 
ring his readers to the teaching which they had heard from 
his lips during his ministry among them. And the reason 
appears when it is understood that the restraining barrier 
against the forces of lawlessness was the strong and beneficent 
authority of the Roman Empire, which maintained universal 
order and administered impartial justice.* Already, par- Cf. Ac. 
ticularly at Thessalonica, he had experienced its protection, 
and it was his security amid the dangers wMch menaced him 
at Corinth even while he wrote. It is no wonder that he Cf. Rom. 
accounted it ‘ an ordinance of God,’ and counselled his 1 
converts to reverence and obey it ; and so late as the close 
of the second century Tertullian recognised it as the prin- 

* Cf. Iren. v. xxx. 2, where the Antichrist’s descent is reckoned from the tribe 

of Dau ill accordance with Jer. viii. i6. 

* Cl. Ambrstr. : ‘ Imitabitur enim Deum, ut sicut Films Dei ciivinitateni suain 
homo natus vel factiis signis ac virtiitibus demonstravit ; ita et Satanas in hominc 
apparebit, ut virtiitibus niendacii osteiidat se Deum.'^ 

^ Cf. the apocalyptic progi-amme in Didache^ xvi. 


Antichrist 
a person. 


Cf. 2 Th. 
ii. 3. 6, 8, 
9 - 


Historical 
identifica- 
tions : 


(i) Nero 
redivivus. 
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dpal reason why the Christians should pray for the peace 
of the Roman Empire that it delayed the impending horrors 
of the End of the World.^ 

The imperial authority, then, was the barrier, and until it 
was destroyed the storm would not break ; and when this 
is understood, the Apostle’s cryptic language becomes 
luminous. By ‘ the restraint ’ he means the Roman rule, 
and by ‘ the restrainer ’ the Roman Emperor. Nor is it 
strange that he should have spoken thus vaguely. If the 
preaching of the Kingdom of Heaven was construed as 
treason,^ the least whisper of the impending dissolution of 
the Empire would have exposed him and his followers to 
condign pimishment.* 

It hardly admits of question that the Antichrist was, in 
the Apostle’s thought, no mere impersonation of the prin- 
ciple of evil * but an actual person. Not only does he style 
him ‘ the Man of Lawlessness,’ ‘ the Son of Ruin,’ ‘ the 
Lawless One,’ but he represents his appearing as ‘ a revela- 
tion ’ and ‘ an advent ’ in precise analogy with the revela- 
tion and advent of the Lord. Here, however, his definition 
ceases. Who the Antichrist would be he neither indicates 
nor professes to know. His identification was reserved for 
later generations, and each recognised him as a present 
enemy of God and the Gospel. 

The earliest identification is found in the Book of Revela- 
tion some forty years later. Much had transpired during the 
interval — not only the destruction of Jerusalem, sacred and 
dear to Christian as well as Jewish hearts, but the persecutions 

» Apol. 32. ’ Cf. pp. 131. 138. _ 

* Cf. Cbrys. : el yhp etirev 6 ti fiiKphv Dcrrepou KaraXvB’^^erai ij 'TtafiaittiP dpx^Oi 

! 3 lp aMv Kal Kardipv^av wy Xvfiewva ml rot)s Vicrots ^T&pras m iirl 
Toi/rqj i'i£'Pra$ Kal crrparevofiivovs* Hieronym. Algm, QumL xi : ‘ Nec vult 
aperte dicere Romanum imperium destruendum, quod ipsi qui imperant aetarnum 
putant,’ The Fathers generally understand ‘ the restraint * as the Roman authority 
'VfapaXKTiv apx¥\ at least two otlrier interpretations : I. The 

miraculous grace of the Severianus (Cramer, C(ii» vi. 3^^) • 

* rh Kar^xot',* This Chrys. rejects because 

(1) Paul woula then have s ^^T^ ^ would have been no occasion 

for reticence; and (2) iht ' 4 \^'^^proconsuI), ‘anli^^P^rit had then ceased, yet 
Antichrist Irad not appeared. ns ^crrai KaV ™ reV (fheod. 

Mops,). It rules out both ths: dvrl roO Q^oO. The‘<^ contcrnpktcd 

* the restrainer * being * rcmovedJsti sunt imitari, utp 

* So Lightfoot 
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of Nero and Domitian. Rome, once the guardian of justice 
and the refuge of the oppressed, was now the murderess of 
the saints, and the name of Nero was execrated. Such was 
the horror which his cruelties had inspired in the minds of 
his outraged subjects that, when he died, they could scarce 
beheve it ; and a wild legend arose and persisted long that 
he was still alive, lurking among the Parthians and biding lids 
time to swoop upon Rome and wreak vengeance upon his 
enemies.^ It evinces the strength of the belief that there are 
on record no fewer than three instances of impostors pre- 
senting themselves in his name. The year after his death, in 
the reign of Galba, a slave, who resembled the tyrant in his 
turn for harping and singing, gathered an armed following 
in the island of Cythnos and occasioned a widespread panic, 
which subsided only when, not without difficulty, he was 
slain and his head exhibited in Asia and Rome.^ The 
second appeared in the East during the reign of Titus, escaping 
on the dispersion of his followers into l^arthia ; ® and the 
third in the reign of Domitian thirty years after Nero's 
death.* The legend that he was still alive persisted early in 
the second century, and it was hoped by the Christians in 
those days that he would return and usher in the end.® 

It was thus natural that the Christians should recognise 
Nero as the Enemy of God and expect that he would reappear 
and inaugurate the final conflict ; and this is St. John’s 
doctrine of the Antichrist in the Book of Revelation. ‘ The 
wild beast which you saw was, and is not, and will presently 
ascend from the abyss and go his way to ruin. And the xvii. s. 
inhabitants of the earth will be amazed, they w'hose name 
has not been written on the Book of Life from the founda- 
tion of the world, when they see the wild beast, that he was 
and is not and will come.’ This is the Antichrist — Nero 
redivivus — a baleful counterpart of Him ‘ who is and who i. 8, i8. 
was and who is conaing,’ ‘ the Living ’ who ‘ became dead 
and is living for evermore.’ * 

* Cf. Suet. Mr. sf. ® Cf. Tac. SisA ir. 8, 9. 

* ZoBar. XL iS. * Suet 57. 

* Dion. Clirys^ Ora^. xxL 

* Chrys. commits the anachronism of identifying the Pauline ‘ Man of Lawless- 
ness ’ with Nero redwim$s ; and Baur and Weizsacker, accepting the identification, 
find in it m argument against the Paulin* authorship of the epistle. 
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Universal 
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The legend gradually ceased as time ran its course and the 
advent of the Antichrist was still delayed ; and another 
reading of the prophecy came into vogue in the latter half 
of the fourth century. The Huns were pressing upon the 
Empire from the East, and in this new peril Ephrem Syrus 
perceived a premonition of the impending catastrophe.^ 
And again in the seventh century, when Christendom was 
(3) Islam, menaced by Islam, this fresh terror was interpreted as the 
approach of the Antichrist.® 

As strife and confusion increased within the borders of the 
Church, a new possibility was discerned ; and so early as the 
close of the sixth century', when John, the Patriarch of 
Constantinople, the rival of the Bishop of Rome, assumed 
the st5de of Universal Bishop, St. Gregory the Great in- 
dignantly denounced ‘the haughty and pompous title.’ 
He called upon all Christian hearts to reject ‘ the blasphemous 
name.’ And he recognised in the presumption which 
usurped ‘ this uncanonical dignity,’ a sign of the coming of 
Antichrist and compared it to tiie pride of Satan in aspiring 
to be higher than all the angels.® 

The growing corruption of the Church stirred the hearts 
of her nobler sons, and it inflamed the indignant zeal of the 
Spirituals, those stem enthusiasts of the Franciscan Order.* 
Tow'ard the close of the twelfth century Joachim, Abbot of 
Floris in the Kingdom of Naples, identified the apocalyptic 
‘ Babylon the Great, the Mother of the harlots and of the 
abominations of the earth,' not with pagan Rome but with 
the worldly and vice-laden Rome of his day; and in the 
thirteenth century Peter John Oliva dared to affirm not 
only that the Scarlet Woman ‘ stood for the Roman nation 
and Empire as it was once in the state of paganism and as it 
was afterwards in the faith of Christ ’ but that ‘ in the 
opinion of some Antichrist would be a false Pope.’ It was 
but a step further to John Wycliffe’s assertion that the Pope 
was not the Vicar of Christ but the Vicar of Antichrist.® 


{S)The 

Pop 


Pope. 


Rev. xvii. 
5 - 


^ Homilies on the Antichrist. Cf. Pseudo- iiippolytus, irepl rij? (riD^reXdm rm 
*f5<r/4ou, and Philip Solitarius, Diopir, iii. 10 if. (Migne, Faf. Gr, 127). 

* Apocalypse of Pseudo- Methodius {Ortkodoxographa), 

* Epist. IV. 32, 33. 

* MUmaii, Lot, Chr. xn. vi ‘ Dial, xxxi. 73. 



THE SECOND MISSION 177 

And Luther had no hesitation in declaring that " the Pope 
is the Antichrist ' and identifying him with ' the Man of 
Lawlessness/ This became an article of the Reformed 
CreedA nnd the Romanists naturally retaliated and declared 
that the Reformation was the Apostasy and Luther and his 
accomplices the precursors of Antichrist. ^ And indeed to 
peaceable men it might reasonably seem as though the 
Reformation were nothing else than the mustering of the 
forces of evil against the Church of God. The state of the 
world, as they viewed it, is thus depicted in a Colloquy of 
Erasmus written in 1525 amid the confusions which culmi- 
nated two years later in the sack of Rome : ® * A financial 
famine is pressing hard on every court ; the peasants are 
exciting perilous commotions, undeterred from their purpose 
by so many massacres ; the populace is studying anarchy ; 
the house of the Church is being shaken by perilous factions ; 
this way and that the seamless robe of Jesus is being torn 
asunder. The Lord's Vineyard is being wasted no longer 
by a single boar, and at the same time the authority of the 
priests is in peril and their tithes withal, the dignity of the 
theologians, the majesty of the monks ; confession is 
tottering, vows are wavering, the pontifical laws are slipping 
away, the Eucharist is called in question, Antichrist is 
expected; the whole world is in travail with I know not 
what great evil.' 

Thus it appears that each successive age has recognised 
a contemporary fulfilment of the prophecy of the Anti- 
christ, and has taken those commotions which, appalling as 
they seem to faithless hearts, are ever the birth-pangs of a 
nobler order, for mutterings of the approaching storm, 

^ In their address to King Janies his translators express their contentment with 
his Argtimenium pro Jura?nenio FideUfatiSi ‘ which hath given such a blow unto 
that man of sin, as will not be healed.’ Cf, Westminster Confession^ XX v. vi : 
‘ The Pope of Rome ... is that antichrist, that man of sin, and son of perdi- 
tion, that exalteth himself in the church against Christ, and all that is called 
God.’ ■ 

® Cf. Erasm. EpisU xv. 17 (London, 1642), Ludovico Episc. Torracenst, June 
18, 1521 : ‘Ex amicorum litteris didici monachum quendam apud Christianissi- 
mimi Galliarum Regem in concione magis etiam insanisse : qui dixerit jam adven- 
tunim antichristum, cum extiterint quatuor prsecursores, Minorita nescio quis in 
Italia, Lutherus in Germania, Jacobus Faber in Gallia, Erasmus in Brabantia.’ 

® Callog^ Fmrp, 


(6) The 
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harbingers of the end of all things. Those pages of history 
enforce the warning which our Lord gave His disciples on 
fe.Ti'- departure : ‘ See to it that no one lead you 

Mk. xiii! 8. astray. You will presently hear of wars and rumours of 
wars : look you, be not alarmed. All this is but the begin- 
ning of travail-pangs. It must come to pass, but the end 
is not yet. And of that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven nor the Son, but the Father alone ' 
It is a grievous fault of the Apostohc Church that she was 
deaf to her Lord’s admonition and clung to her impatient 
expectation of an immediate Advent, involving herself, as 
the^y^ears passed, in ever deeper embarrassment and be- 
wilderment ; and it must be confessed that the prime re- 
sponsibility rests with Paul. It was he who imported into 
Christian theology that Rabbinical notion which has per- 
sisted to this day and has so often served the unhallowed 
uses of controversial warfare. It is alien from the teaching 
of our Blessed Lord. He foretold indeed the rise of false 
Christs and false prophets amid the confusion of the Jewish 
state as the already inevitable catastrophe of her destruction 
by the Romans approached ; i but the eschatological 
programme of a final apostasy' and a scenic triumph is a 
picturesque fiction of the later Jewish theology. And it is 
instructive that, though the Apostle John accepted it in the 
Book of Revelation and recognised the Antichrist as Nero 

iv.s®:??; he presently abandoned the wild dream. In his 

a jo V. FLst Epistle, the latest of his writings, where he deals with 
the Cerinthian heresy, he defines the Antichrist as a spirit 
or principle— the Doketic denial of the reality of the In- 
carnation : and since that principle found various expressions 
he recognised many Antichrists in his day. This rendering 
of the idea won a measure of acceptance, and it still had its 
advocates in St. Augustine’s day ; 2 but unfortunately the 
cruder notion maintained its ground and prevailed 
IpLie-s 1, imagination of Jewish eschatology was familiar to 
use of th« s mind, and it furnished him with a cogent argument 

^ against the excesses of the Thessalonian enthusiasts. The 

Second Advent was indeed imminent. The glorious con- 

' Cf. TJii JDaj^s of His J'lesk^ pp, 42^ f. 

^ Cf. £>e Ciw, XX. xix. 3, 
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summation was at hand, but it would not immediately 
arrive. It would be heralded by two world-shaking pre- 
liminaries — the dissolution of the Roman Empire and the 
appearance of the Antichrist ; ^ and neither of these had yet 
come to pass. The argument was indeed an effective antidote 
to the Thessalonian unrest ; but it was a stark contradiction 
of the admonition which the Lord had left with His disciples 
and which the Apostle had quoted in his first letter, that a. v. t, 
they should refrain from curious inquiry regarding ‘ the 
periods and the crises.’ And it seems that he presently 
recognised the illegitimacy of the argument. At all events 
he never repeated it ; nor is there any record of the effect 
which it produced on the distracted Church at Thessalonica. 


The Second Letter to Thessalonica 
The letter begins with the customary address : The 

address. 

i. I Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the Church of the Thessa- 
2 lonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace to 
you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Ere entering on his argument the Apostle pays a deserved Coionjen- 
tribute to the constant and increasing faith and love of the enclSrage^ 
Thessalonians, and assures them of his pride in their heroic 
steadfastness amid the storm of persecution. And he bids 
them recognise what the ordeal meant. God’s righteousness 
demanded the vindication of His cause ; and thus their 
sufferings were an e\ddence of His speedy intervention. The 
day of reckoning could not be long delayed. It appears 
that the tidings of the Church’s unhappy plight had been 
conve5^ed to the Apostle not merely by Timothy’s report 
but by a letter from the Presbyters ; and he expressly 
acknowledges it. In response to his request for their cf. x Tfe. 
prayers they had assured him that they ' were alwa5^s 
praying ’ for him and his colleagues, and he reciprocates : 

' we also are always praying for you.’ 

^ Cf. Hieronym, Quci^sf, xi : ‘ Nisi, inquit, fuerit Romanuni iraperium 

ante desolatum et Antichristus prtecesserit, Cbristus non veniet : qui ideo ita, 
venturus est ufe Anticliristum destruat.’ ' 


f' I ^ 


Is. Ixvi. 15. 
jer. X. 25 ; 
Ps. Ixxix. 

6 . 

Is. ii» 10, 
19, 21. 


Is. xxiv. 15, 
Ixvi. 5. 
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3 It is our duty to be thanking God always for you, brothers ; 
and indeed it is well deserved, because your faith is growing so 
largely and the love which you all without exception bear to 

4 one another is so increasing that we on our part boast of 
you among the Churches of God for your endurance and faith 
amid all your persecutions and the distresses which you are so 

5 stoutly supporting — a demonstration of the righteous judgment 
of God, that you may be accounted w^'orthy of the Kingdom 

6 of God for which you are indeed suffering, since it is righteous in 
God's sight to repay distress to those who are distressing you, 

7 and relief to you who are distressed — to you and us too — 
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty 

s angels 'in a flame of fire,' taking vengeance on ‘those who 
know not God ' and those who hearken not to the Gospel of 
9 our Lord Jesus, These will pay the penalty — the ruin of 
eternal ^ banishment ‘ from the face of the Lord and from the 

10 glory of His strength,' when He comes to be ' glorified in His 
holy ones ' and ‘ admired ' in all who have held the Faith — 

11 for our testimony was confirmed on you ^ — on that Day, And 
with this end in view we also are always praying for you, 
that our God may count you worthy of your calling ^ and fulfil 
by His power your every desire for goodness and every work 

12 of faith, that ‘ the name of our Lord ' Jesus ‘ may be glorified 
in you ' and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And now the Apostle plunges into his argument. He begins 
. with a warning. The source of the trouble at Thessalonica 
was threefold : the confident predictions of the enthusiasts, 
their plausible argumentation, and their appeal to a letter 

^ It is illegitimate to build on this phrase a dogma of ‘everlasting punishment.’' 
The idea of aiibptos is qtiality, not duratio 7 i. In the Book of Enoch els rdy aiwva 
denotes a period of seventy generations (x. 5, 13), and a period of 500 years is 
called i'ufyj aiLoPioSj *an eternal life.’ Eternity excludes the idea of time. 
‘Eternity says Philo (Qnod s?/ Immutahilis^ p. 277), ‘is the life of 

God ; and in Eternity there is neither past nor future,’ 

® The MS. reading iTi(Treij 0 'r) is difficult. The choice lies between connecting 
iip' 7 )yas with ro fiaprfjpiovy *our testimony unto you,’ though cttI here would 
rather mean ‘against’ (cf. Lk. ix. 5), and referring it, notwithstanding the order, 
to eTLcrravdri, ‘oiir testimony was believed as far as you,’ ad vos tisgne, in occidente 
(Beng.). Tw'o minuses. (31, 139) have e-wLanhOri^ ‘was confirmed’ (cf. 2 Tim, 
iii. 14), and this probably is the original reading. The phrase occurs in LXX 
(Ps. xciii. 5 ; 2 Chr. i. 9). Cf. W. PL, NoUs. 

^ Our calling is probation. God calls us not because we are worthy but that 
we may prove worthy, Cf. Aug. Lib, de Freedest. Smut, 37 *. ‘ Elcgit ergo nos 
Deus in Christo ante mundi constitutionem, preedestinans nos in adoptionem 
filiorum : non quia per nos sancti et immaculati futuri eramus, sed elegit pr»- 
destinavitque ut essemus.’ 
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which professed to have emanated from him and his colleagnes 
and which, they claimed, supported their eschatological 
contentions. It is hardly likely that this was a deliberate 
forgery ; and the probability is that it was a private com- 
munication which he had written ere the controversy 
emerged and which lent itself to misconstruction. These 
were the influences which had done the mischief, and he 
begs the Thessalonians to disregard them and turn a deaf ear 
to the cry : ' The Day of the Lord is upon us ! ' The time was 
not yet ripe for the Second Advent, and the evidence was 
twofold. First, accordi^ig to the eschatological programme 
the final consummation would be preceded by the inaugura- 
tion of the Great Apostasy and the appearance of the Man 
of Lawlessness. The Apostle portrays this impious Adversary 
in the Jewish fashion after the pattern of his historic pro- 
totype Antiochus Epiphanes, who, like all the Seleucid kings, 
had assumed the title of God and, in his attempt to extirpate 
the Jewish religion, ' polluted the Sanctuary in Jerusalem * 
by building over the Altar an altar to Zeus Olympius.^ J 
The Man of Lawlessness was a veritable Antichrist, a rival ' 
of Christ, usurping His prerogatives. His appearance would 
precede the Second Advent, and he had not yet been revealed. 
The forces of evil were indeed already gathering, but they 
were still restrained by the strong barrier of the imperial 
order ; and until that barrier was broken down, the cata- 
strophe would be averted. The continued existence of the 
Roman Empire was thus an evidence that the time for the 
Lord's Return had not yet arrived. 


^ The Fathers, taking the Apostle’s language as a literal prediction, found 
its interpretation difficult after the destruction of the Temple, when the Sanctuary 
no longer existed. Irenjeus (v. xxx. 4) says merely ‘he will sit in the Temple at 
Jerusalem,’ ignoring the difficulty ; but his successors proposed two explanations. 
I. Pelagiiis conceived of a restored Temple (‘Tern plum Hierusalem reficere 
tentabit omnesque legis cerernonias restaurare ’), 2. The Antiochene interpreters 

took ‘the Sanctuary’ as meaning ‘the Churches’ — ds rds rraj/raxov e/c/^XT^a-lat 
(Chrys.), m dotnibus orationum (Theod. Mops.). liieronym. mentions both views 
and prefers the latter, substituting ‘the Church’ for ‘the Churches’ (cf. Algas^ 
QuasL xi : * in Templo Dei, vel Hierosolymis, ut quidam putant, vel in Ecclesia, 
ut verius arbitramur ’). Aug, {cf. De Civ* Dei, xx. xix. 2) cannot decide (‘ego 
prorsus quid dixerit me fateor ignorare ’) ; but he justly observes that the Apostle 
cannot have meant a heathen temple, and mentions approvingly another opinion-— 
that it is not Antichrist himself that is intended but the whole body of his followers, 
and rbp vaop means ‘as the Sanctuary’ (‘tanquam ipse sit Templum Dei’). 


Mt X3clv» 6. 
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ii. I But we beg you, brothers, as regards the Advent of our Lord 

3 Jesus Christ and our gathering home to Him,^ that you be not 
hastily swept from your judgment or * alarmed ' either by pro- 
phetic inspiration or by argument ^ or by a letter purporting 
to be from us ^ to the effect that the Day of the Lord is upon 

3 us. Let no man lead you astray in any manner, inasmuch as 
' the Apostasy * must come in the first instance, and the Man 
of Lawlessness,^ ' the Son of Ruin," be revealed, the Adversary 

4 who so * exalts himself above every * so called ' god ' or object 
of worship as to take bis seat in the Sanctuary of God, pro- 

5 claiming himself God.® Do you not remember that, w^hile 

6 1 was still among you, I used to tell you all this ? And for 

the present you know what is the restraint, that he may be 

I revealed at his own season. For the mystery of lawlessness ® 
is already being set in operation, pending only the removal of 

8 the temporary restrainer. And then will * the Lawless One " 
be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus ‘ will sweep away with the 
breath of His mouth " and annihilate with the apparition of 

9 His Advent.’ And his advent according to the operation of 
Satan is accompanied with every sort of pow’-er and * signs and 

10 portents " of falsehood and with every sort of error of un- 
righteousness for those who are doomed to ruin ; forasmuch as 
tliey did not welcome the love of the Truth ® that they might 

II be saved. And it is for this reason that God is sending them 

12 the operation of error, that they may put faith in the lie, in 

^ In the only other N. T. passage where € 7 nffvpayi» 3 y'rj occurs {Heb. x. 25), it 
denotes the assembling of the Church. Our gathering in Church is prophetic of 
our final home-gathering. It is a kindly word. Cf. our Lord^s use of the verb 
(Mt. xxiii. 37). 

* Chrys. : viBavoXoylas (cf. Col. ii. 4). 

’ One 9^^ c. MS. (P) has (as irap^ ijfiQv, Cf. Theod. Mops. : ‘ quasi ex nobis ’ ; 
Ambrstr, : * tanquam a nobis niissam.’ rjfiQp is perhaps an assimilation to the 
preceding clauses. 

* 0 &pdpu 37 ros rijs aPOfiUs KB. rijs d/jtaprtas (ADEFGKLF) is probably an 
interpretative gloss. Cf. i Jo. iii. 4. 

® awodeiKPifpcLt was used of the proclamation of a king. Cf. Strabo, 540 ; 
^acfiXea d’ ai>rois dirodeixBrfpai. 547 ; kuI TO&r(ap diridei^ep avrop ^acriXia, 

Jos, An/, VI. iii. 3 ; VI. xiv. 2. 

* An impious counterpart of rb rri^ edae^elas fiva-Hjfaoi' (i Tim. iii. 16). 

' Cf. Ilieronym. Algas, Qucvst, xi : *et quomoclo tenebne solis fugantur 
adventu, sic ilkistratione adventus sui eum Dominus dcstruet atque delebit.' 
ivL<pav€ia denoted the breaking of day (cf. Poh^b. in. xciv. 3), the sudden 
appearance of an enemy (cf. i. liv. 2), the apparition of a deity (cf. Pint, Them, 
XXX. 3). Plence ‘ the appearing of Christ ’ either at the Incarnation (cf. 2 Tim. 
i 10) or at the Second Advent (cf. 1 Tim. vi. 14), 

® Not simply ‘ truth ’ as opposed to * falsehood ’ but ^ the truth of the Gospel ^ 
(cf. Rom. ii. 8 ; 2 Cor. iv. 2, vi. 7, xiii. 8 ; Gal. ii. 5, 14; Eph. i. 13 ; Col i, 5) 
©r ‘Him who is the Truth’ (cf. Jo. xiv. 6), Chrys. : uydir-^jp Sk top 
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, order that ail may be judged who have not put faith in the 

Truth but consented to unrighteousness. 

It was a dark prospect, and the Apostle expresses his Exhorta- 
thankfulness that the Thessalonians would have no part in sleadfast- 
the impending Apostasy. And he charges them meanwhile 
• to abide by his teaching, and prays for their comfort and 

confirmation. 

13 But it is our duty to be thanking God always for you, 

i brothers ' beloved of the Lord/ that God chose you from the Dt. xxxiii. 

^ beginning ^ to be saved by sanctification of the Spirit and faith 

14 in the Truth. And to this He also called you through oiir 
Gospel, that you may win the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

15 So then, brothers, stand firm, and hold fast the traditions 
which you were taught whether by word or by letter of ours. 

16 And may He, our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who Cf. i Th. 
loved us and gave us eternal comfort and a good hope in grace, 

17 comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work 
and word. 

The Apostle has now completed his argument, but ere Request 
^ closing the letter he introduces two practical concerns. One 

is his own situation at Corinth, where even as he wrote he ^onians’ 
was menaced by Jewish hostility ; and he bespeaks the cT^ac! - 
prayers of the Thessalonians not merely for his personaD^^"’ 
safety but for the success of his ministry. 

iii. I To conclude : pray, brothers, for us, that * the Word of the Ps. cxivi, 
^ Lord may run its course ' and be glorified, as it is indeed 

a among you, and that we may be rescued from the outrageous 
sand evil men ; for it is not every one that has faith. But 
faithful is the Lord, and He will establish you and guard you 

Xpt<rr6j» KoXet They were doomed because they had not welcomed the love of 
Christ. It favours this interpretation that, except in Lk. xi. 42, i] ayaTV} row 
OeoO is ahva3's subjective (* God’s love for us’), not objective (*our love for 
God *). 

^ dir' dpxys, either ‘from all eternity’ fcf. I Jo. i. I, ii. 13, 14) or ‘from the 
beginning of your Christian life ’ (cf. i Jo, ii, 7, 24, iii. ii). The phrase orcnrs 
nowhere else in the Pauline writings, and the variant dir(tp\y}v BFGI* Vulg. 

(‘chose you as the firslTruits ’) may be authentic. Cf. Rom. xvi. 5,* i Cor, xvi. 

1 ^ 15. Strictly the Philippians were ‘the first-fruits of Macedonia,’ but as converts 

of the same mission the Thessalonians might fairly share the designation. 

I ® ^TOTTt'S (cf. Lk. xxiii. 41) denotes lawless vioUme, Cf. Oxyrh. Pajh, 904, 
where a police official complains of droTT'ljfAara inflicted upon him in the discharge 
? of bis duty — ‘ being suspended by ropes and belaboured with blows on the body.’ 
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4 from the Evil One. And we have, in the Lord, every con- 
fidence in you ^ that what we charge you both are doing and 

5 will do. And may the Lord direct your hearts into the love 
of God and into the endurance of Christ. 

His other concern was the restoration of order in the 
Thessalonian Church. The prime offenders were the 
enthusiasts who, anticipating the Lord's immediate Return, 
had abandoned their industries and were living on charity ; 
and he reminds them of his own example during his ministry 
at Thessalonica— how he had toiled late and early at his 
craft of tent-making that he might earn his daily bread. 


6 And we charge you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who is comport- 
ing himself in a disorderly fashion and not according to the 

7 tradition which you received from us. You yourselves know 
how you must follow our example. We were never disorderly 

8 among you and never owed the bread we ate to any one's 
charity. No, toiling and moiling night and day, we worked 

Cf. I Cor, 9 hard that we might not be a burden upon any of you. Not 
ix. 4-10. because we have no authority, but that we might present 

10 ourselves to you as a pattern for your imitation. For, when we 
were among you, we used to give you this charge : 'If one will 

11 not work, neither let him eat.' ^ We hear of some comporting 
themselves among you in a disorderly fashion, plying no busi- 

12 ness but playing the busybody.® And such persons we charge 
and exhort in the Lord Jesus that they peaceably do their work 

xsand eat their own bread. And as for you, brothers, do the 
X4 honourable thing and never lose heart. And if any one does 
not hearken to what we are saying in our letter,^ mark the man 

^ Cf. Gal. V. 10. Since, however, TrcToiS^yai is construed with either (cf. 
Phil. ii. 24, hi. 3, 4) or M with accus. {cf. Mt, xxvii. 43 ; 2 Cor. ii. 3) or dat. 
(cf. Lk. xi. 22 ; 2 Cor. i. 9 ; Heb. ii. 13), ip KvpL(f may here be the direct object : 
*we have confidence in the Lord regarding you.' 

* A proverbial maxim. Wetstein quotes Rabbinical parallels. Cf. a monk's 
saying (Socr. Hist^ IV. 23) i 6 /lovaxiis el ipyd^oLTOf Mcfris vXeoyeKrel 
xpiperau 

® On the word-play cf. I Cor. vii. 31 ; 2 Cor. vi. 10. wepiepyaleffdaif *play 
the repiepyos^ (cf. I Tim. v. 13). Cf. Plat. 19 B; ddiKeT ml 

Tepiepya^eraL rd re iTb yi}^ Kal cifpduLa, M. Aiir. X. 2 ; Ecclus. iii. 23, 

* Since the Apostle apprehends that his written message may carry less weight 
than a personal address (cf. 2 Cor. x. ii), it is plain that neither he nor his readers 
regarded his letters as inspired oracles. By * the letter ' {riji inna-roXTjs] he means 
the present letter (cf. I Th. v* 27) ; but Grot., Beng., and others connect did t'T]? 
iTrurroXijs with ffrjpeiovffOef * signify him in your letter/ meaning that he expected 
m answer. 
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and have no intercourse with him, that he may feel ashamed. 

15 And do not count him as an enemy but admonish him as a 

16 brother. And may He, the Hord of Peace, give you peace at 
every moment wherever you may be. The Lord be with you 
all. 

And now he takes the pen and signs the letter with his own The 
hand ; and in view of the mischievous use which had been 
made of that letter professing to be his, he calls attention manual, 
to his characteristic autograph and intimates that no letter 
is his which does not bear it. 


17 The greeting with my own — ^Paul's — hand. This is 

18 THE TOKEN IN EVERY LETTER : THUS I WRITE. ThE GRACE 

OF OUR Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 


It would be the month of November when the letter wm Praoefui 
written; and after its despatch, doubtless by Timothy, “SS*' 
Paul addressed himself with undiwded energy to the work 
of evangelising Corinth. He was not unaided. Silas had 
been with him ever since his return from Macedonia ; ^ 
nor would Timothy’s errand to Thessalonica occupy long. 

He would soon return and resume his office as attendant. 

For a while no difficulty was encoimtered. The Jews would 
indeed watch the progress of the Gospel with jealous eyes, 
but they refrained from overt opposition. It was not that 
their hostility was abated, but rather that they W'ere held 
in check by ‘ the restraint ’ of the Roman law and durst 
not venture on molestation. 


Thus peacefully passed the winter and the spring, but mid- Accession 
summer brought trouble. Achaia was a senatorial province, pro^nsui. 
and it was governed by a Proconsul who held office, as a rule, 
for a single year. The proconsular year began on July 1,2 
and in the inauguration of the new administration the Jews 
recognised their opportunity.® 

The new Proconsul was L. Junius Annceus Gallic, the elder l. Junius 
brother of the celebrated L. Annaeus Seneca and uncle of the 
poet Lucan. His original name was M. Annaus Novatus,* 


^ C£. p. 152. -1 cf. Append. L 

® CL the Sanhedrin’s renewed activity against Paul on the accession ©f Festns 
to the procuratorship of Judaea (p. 484). 

* He is the Novatus of the dedication of Sen. Ira * 
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but he was adopted by the distinguished rhetorician L. Junius 
Galiio and assumed his name. The gracious qualities which 
won him this good fortune, he retained throughout his career ; 
and his famous brother, who dedicated to him his works on 
‘ Anger ' and ' The Happy Life/ has pleasantly portrayed 
his character ^ — his gentleness, his frugality, his courtesy’’, 
his tact, his truthfulness, and withal his modesty and 
amiability. ' Other vices he knew not, but flattery he 
hated ' : ' to love him to the utmost was to love him all too 
little ' : 'no mortal was so sweet to one as he was to all.' 

Mistaking gentleness for weakness, the Jews conceived that 
they might bend Galiio to their purposes. Soon after his 
accession they let loose the animosity wMch they had so 
long been harbouring, and, swooping upon the Apostle, 
probably while he wb.s preaching in the market-place, they 
brought him into the ProconsuFs court. They displayed 
none of the astuteness which had characterised the pro- 
cedure of their Thessalonian co-religionists. The latter had 
cunningly twisted the proclamation of the Kingdom of 
Heaven into a seditious propaganda, thus at once enlisting 
the sympathy of the Greek populace and compelling the 
attention of the Roman magistrates ; but it was a purely 
Jewish grievance that the Corinthian Jews preferred. ' This 
man,' ran their indictment, ' is persuading people to worship 
God contrary to the Law.' 

They quickly discovered that they had misconceived the 
character of the Proconsul. The fury of the howling fanatics^ 
was odious to the cultured and tolerant Roman, gentleman. 
Had their complaint been valid, he would indeed have enter- 
tained it and adjudicated it on its merits ; but it had no 
locus standi in his court. It was a Jewish case, and since 
the Jews enjoyed autonomy in the regulation of their religious 
affairs,^ it fell under the jurisdiction of the local synagogue. 
Paul was essaying to speak in his defence, but Gallic inter- 
rupted him and contemptuously stopped the proceedings. 
' If/ he said, ' it had been some injustice or wicked knavery, 

^ Nat, Quesst lY, Presfat. 

® In Ac. xviii. 13 Cod. Bez. (D) ml' }Kiyopr€ty^'' $hoiitlng m 

saying.* 

* Cf. p. 4S' 
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you Jews, it would have been reasonable that I should have 
patience with you ; but if it be questions about a w^ord and 
names and your own law, you will see to it j^oiirselves. I 
refuse to be a judge of these things/ Therewith he dis- 
missed the case and ordered his lictors to remove the com- 
plainants from the bar. 

The court was thronged with spectators, the rabble of the 
city, who had seen Paul arrested and had followed to learn of 
what was ado ; and the issue delighted them by reason alike 
of the popularity which his ministry had won him and of 
the prevailing antipathy to the Jews. As the discomfited 
prosecutors were retiring from the court, they pressed about 
them and hustled them, and, not content with a hostile de- 
monstration, they proceeded to actual violence. They laid 
hold on Sosthenes, who held the office of Ruler of the 
Synagogue, being probably the successor of Crispus, and in 
virtue of his office had taken a leading part in the prosecution, 
and fell to belabouring him.^ It was the sort of horse-play 
which a mob loves, £ind, though it w^as done in full view of 
his tribunal, Gallic ignored it. He was disgusted with the 
Jews, and he regarded their rough handling as rude justice.^ 

Tliis attempt to arrest the progress of the Gospel in Corinth Peaceful 
served rather to further it. The Jews had invoked theq^of^ 
Roman law, and it had declared against them ; and thence- 
forth not only was Paul secure from their molestation, but 
the popular syaiipathy was engaged on his behalf. It was 
early in August, a.d. 52, that he was arraigned before the 

^ In Ac. xviii. 17 the chief authorities (^AB Vulg.) have simply Trai/res, 

Uhey all,’ and the question is who are meant, i. On the supposition that 
Sosthenes the Ruler of the Synagogue is identical with * Sosthenes the brother ’ 

(i Cor. i. i) and that, like Crispus, he was already a Christian {so Lightfoot), the 
Jews are meant ; and a few insignificant MSS. read Traf'res oi ^louSaToi. The idea 
is that in their discomfiture they vented their spleen on their apostate ruler. But 
they would hardly have ventured so far after their repulse. 2. DEHLP read 
Tctj/res or'EXXr/yesj *all the Greeks,’ and, though only a gloss, this rightly defines 
the situation. If this Sosthenes be the Sosthenes of the epistle, he was converted 
subsequently ; and indeed the identification is precarious, since the name w&s quite 
common. 

® It is an entire misunderstanding of the narrative that has made the name of 
Gallic a byword for religious indifference — * a lukewarm Laodicean or an inclilTerent 
Gallio ’ (Scott, 0 /d Mar/, chap. xxi). His conduct is a conspicuous example 
the Roman justice which so often befriended the Apostle. 


i88 LIFE AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 


Ac. xviil, 

1 8(5-22. 

Departure 

from 

Corinth. 


The 

Apostle’s 

company. 


Cf. Ac, 
22 . 


Proconsul, and he prosecuted his ministry undisturbed until 
the close of February, a.d. 33.^ 


VII 

THE HOMEWARD JOURNEY 

It was time that the Apostle should take his departure 
from Corinth and turn his face homeward. His mission had 
lasted three years, and now that he had evangelised Macedonia 
and Achaia, he must carry the Gospel elsewhere and win yet 
other lands for Christ. And his resolution was precipitated 
by an untoward necessity. It appears that Corinth was 
somewhat insalubrious for strangers. Seneca mentions in 
one of his letters that his brother Gallio during his residence 
there was stricken with fever and, ascribing his ailment to 
local conditions, immediately quitted the city and made a 
sea- voyage. 2 The malady which afflicted the Proconsul, 
would find a ready victim in the Apostle, liable as he was to 
recurring attacks of ague ® and exhausted by toil, peril, and 
anxiety ; and like Gallio he left the city and betook himself 
to the port of Cenchrejs with the intention of embarking 
immediately on the homeward voyage. 

It is remarkable how, as the narrative proceeds, the 
Apostle bulks ever more largely in the historian's eyes ; and 
from this stage onward the interest centres exclusively in 
him. He is the sole persona dramatis, and his companions 
figure unobtrusively in the background. N 0 mention is made 
of his colleagues, Silas and Timothy, at his departure from 
Corinth ; but it must be assumed that they accompanied 
him. The latter certainly did, since he attended him on 
his next mission ; and so, it may be concluded, did Silas, 
though his participation in the second letter to Thessalonica 
is the last express record of his association with Paul, and 

* CL Append. I. 

* Sen. Epist, civ : ‘ lUud mihi in ore domini mei Gallionis, qui cum in Achai® 
febrem habere coepisset, protinus navem ascendit, clamitans non corporis tsse $ed 
ioci morbum.* 

» Cf. Append. III. 
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m the next and only occasion when he appears in the sacred 
narrative he is associated with the Apostle Peter, if he be cf. % Pet. 
indeed the Silvanns who served as the latter's amanuensis 
in the writing of Ms first letter. Nor were these his sole 
companions. His friends Aquila and Priscilla, w^hose house 
had been his abode during the eighteen months of his sojourn 
at Corinth, were minded to try their fortune elsewhere, 
Ephesus, the capital of the Province of Asia, had attracted 
them, and they would accompany the Apostle so far on his 
journey. 

Syrian Antioch was his destination, and his purpose was luness at 
to sail from Cenchrese to Ephesus and thence to Seleuceia ; 
but it was unpleasantly overruled. It seems that his 
indisposition increased, and ere he could embark he was 
prostrated by his malady. It happened fortunately that 
there resided at Cenchrese a deaconess named Phoebe, who 
had doubtless been won by his preaching in the adjacent 
capital and who played a conspicuous and honourable part 
in the Church wiiich presently grew up at the seaport. The 
care of the sick was a special office of the order of Deaconesses 
in the Apostolic Church ; and it would appear that Phoebe 
had compassion on the invalid and tended him in his sicloiess. 

At all events, in a letter which he wrote four years later, he Cf. Rom. 
mentions her with affectionate commendation, and gratefully 
recalls how he, like many another, had experienced her 
kindly ministration ; and it is reasonable to recognise here a 
reminiscence of the present crisis.^ ■ 

It was a timely succour ; for he was eager to press forward Nawrite ' ■ 
on his journey and address himself to fresh enterprise ; 
his anxiety is revealed by his behaviour. He was a Jew, 
and though he recognised that the Mosaic Law had fulfilled 
its end and was superseded by a nobler order, he clung to 

^ The evidence of Paul’s sickness at Cenchreje is threefold t i. His vow (cf. Ac. 
xviii. 18), 2. The imperf. (Ac. xviii. iS), implying that his embarkation 

was delayed. 3. The term TTpoG-raTLs (Rom. xvi, 2), which had two significant 
uses : (i) The patron of a resident alien at Athens w^as styled his TTpocrrctr^js. 

(2) *A succourer Jram disease.* Cf. Soph. 0. T. 303 f. ; Ear. Andr. 220 f. 

Thus Phoebe earned the title of wpoardns (i) by befriending a helpless stranger, 
and (2) by performing the womanly office of ‘ succouring his sickness ’ (tt potarr aaBat 

i/darov). In Plin. Epist. x. 97 nursing is specified as an office of the Christian 
dsaconesses (ministrm). Cf. Bingham, xxii. io. 
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the ancient pieties. It was customary for a Jew in sickness 
or any other distress not only to pray for deliverance but 
to assume the old Nazirite vow with such modifications as 
tlie altered conditions of the national life necessitated. Tiie 
primitive observances were abstinence from wine and letting 
the hair grow during * the days of separation/ and then on 
their accomplishment the presentation of a peace offering 
in the Temple at Jerusalem and the cropping of the hair 
and the burning of it in the fire on the altar. In later times, 
however, when so many of the Jews dwelt in other lands 
remote from the Temple, it would have been unseemly to 
travel unkempt to the Holy City, and it sufficed that the 
votary should shear his head ere setting forth and convey 
the hair to the Temple,^ In the eagerness of liis desire that 
God would restore him and suffer him to continue his labours, 
Paul assumed the Nazirite vow ; and when his prayer was 
granted, he shaved his head and set forth on his vojmge 
across the ^gean.^ 

His destination was still Syrian Antioch, but it was 
necessary for the fulfilment of his vow that he should visit 
Jerusalem by the way ; and so he took his passage by a ship 
bound for Caesarea. She did not sail thither direct, but 
steered her course across the ^Egean and put in at Ephesus ; 
and there Aquila and Priscilla disembarked and established 
themselves in their new abode. The business of her lading 
detained the vessel some time in harbour ; and the delay 
was in no wise unwelcome to Paul, since it afforded him an 
opportunity of acquainting himself with the Asian capital 
which he had intended visiting in the course of his second 
mission ® and which, though his purpose had been overruled, 

^ Cf. Jos. Dd Bell. Jtid. ii. xv. i. 

* In Ac. xviii. iS it is grammatically indeterminate whether KeipapLevoi relates to 
Paul or Aquila. It is generally referred to Paul; but some (as Chrys., Grot., 
Mey., Blass) connect it with Aquila, thus absolving the Apostle of a quite 
gratuitous suspicion of Judaism. The suggestion that the order of the names 
UpiffKLWa Kal 'AKvKas is designed to connect K€tpdp.€vos with the latter is untcii- 
able, since this is, with a single exception (i Cor. xvi. 19), the constant or.Ier (cf. 
Ac. xviii, 26 ; Rom. xvi. 3 ; 2 Tim. iv. 19), marking doubtless the wife’s superior 
distinction in the Church. It is decisive that Aquila stayed at Ephesus, w].iereas, 
had the vow been his, he must have proceeded to Jerusalem for its fulfilment. 
The construction of the sentence is plain when /cat (ri/v aimp JI. /cat ’A. is taken « 
parenthetical, ' * Cf. p. XX9. 
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he stiil designed to win for Christ. It happened opportunely 
that the day of his arrival was the Sabbath,^ and he betook 
himself to the Jewish synagogue and discoursed to the 
worshippers. His reception was a happy augury of future 
success. It seems that he gained at least one convert in Rom. xv:. 
Epsenatus, whom he subsequently designated ‘ the first- 
fruits of Asia for Christ ' ; and so keen was their interest in 
his discourse that his hearers begged him to continue a while 
in their midst. It was impossible for him to comply, since 
he must proceed to Jerusalem for the discharge of his vow, 
and he would fain arrive in time for the approaching Feast 
of Pentecost. He must therefore take his departure and 
prosecute liis journey; but he proinised that, if it were 
God's will— a proviso which experience had taught him tocf. Rom. i. 
emphasise— he would soon return. 

Ephesus was the western terminus of the great Trade Timothy’s 
Route wTich led through the valley of the Mseander and the SaiaUa. ^ 
Lycus into Southern Galatia, the scene of the Apostle's 
previous labours ; and his thoughts would go out to his 
churches there. Indeed there was reason for anxiety ; for 
since his visitation of them in the early summer of the 
year 50 they had been grievously disturbed, and it may be 
that disquieting rumours had reached his ears. He would 
fain ascertain the truth ; and it seems that he commissioned 
Timothy to travel thither from Ephesus, and revisit his 
home at Lystra, and rejoin him at Syrian Antioch with a 
report of the Galatian situation.^ 

Setting sail from Ephesus, the ship ariived at Caesarea, visit to 
and there Paul disembarked and repaired to Jerusalem.^ ind^arliva^ 

. , at Aiiiiocii; 

^ In Ac. xviii. 19 Syr. Vers, and several other authorities insert rep ^Triovn 
cret^^drip, ‘on the following Sabbath/ after 

* This is conjectural (cf. Ranisa)^ .S'A Fa 74 l the Traveller^ pp. iSaff.), but it is 
by no means gratuitous. It is a reasonable explanation of the intimate knowledge 
which the Apostle’s letter to the Galatian Churches evinces of the Galatian 
situation. 

® Cf. Ac. xviii. 22: ara^ds, ‘having gone up (to Jerusalem).’ dvc.^Qxvuv 
the technical term for ‘going up to the sacred capital’ (cf, Lk. ii. 42 ; Jo. xii. 

20). Conversely Kara^dveiv^ ‘go down from the capital to the provinces’ (cf. 

Kar^lSr) cis ' AyrioxeLav), In view of the fact that in ver. 21 the chief autliorities 
read dXXd dTOTa^dfi(:VOS Kal diriby" irdXiv dvaKdp.^pia^ omittmg ou /xe Trdvrm 

Ty]v ^Qprijv ryjp ipxoii^vqy els 'lepocrdXu^ta, some interpreters entirely 

eliminate the visit to Jerusalem and understand by ^ having gone up from 
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It was his fourth visit to the Holy City since his conversion, 
and it would extend over the sacred week. The time was 
spent in fellowship with the Church and the discharge of his 
devout offices in the Temple ; and then he took his departure, 
and travelled northward to Syrian Antioch, thus bringing 
his second mission to a close. 

the harbour (of Csssarea) to the town,’ and by Kari^rj els ‘ went down 

by ship from Cassarea to Seleuceia, and thence on foot to Antioch ’ (Blass) — an 
amazing construction. Even if the clause in ver. 21 be abandoned, iva^ds and 
Kari^Tl, in view of their accustomed use, clearly indicate the visit to Jerusalem. 
Probably the clause was omitted in consequence of a misunderstanding of these 
terms ; but in any case it accurately defines the situation. 
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‘ Paul, who walked in the Masters steps, diversified his dis- 
course to suit his scholars’ need, now burning and cutting, anon 
applying gentle salves.’ Chrysostom. 


Ac. xviii. 
22 ^, 2sa ; 
Gal. 


Syrian Antioch was the capital of Gentile Christendom, and ewi tidings 
the Apostle’s first duty on his arrival would be to lay before GaStia. 
the Church which had sent him forth on his mission, a report 
of his achievements during those three eventful years. It 
was a stirring narrative, and it would inspire his hearers 
with gratitude to Almighty God and a resolution to prosecute 
still further the heroic enterprise of winning the world for 
Christ. Presently, however, his gladness was overclouded 
by evil tidings. Timothy had left him at Ephesus and 
travelled inland to Southern Galatia to ascertain how the 
churches there were faring ; and now he arrives at Antioch 
with a distressful story. 

The decision of the Council at Jerusalem in the beginning Apparent 
of the year 50 had seemed to the Apostle a final settlement 
of the Judaist controversy ; and it was with a sense of relief 
that he set forth on bis second mission in the spring. He versy. 
had betaken himself to Galatia, and had communicated the cf. ao. xvi. 
Council's resolution to each of his churches. It was a happy 
issue of a dissension which had threatened the disruption of 
Christendom. Henceforth Jew and Gentile would be ‘ one 
in Christ Jesus,’ tolerant of mutual differences in the larger oaL ai. aS. 
unity of a common faith. As the champion of Gentile 
liberty Paul was solicitous to define his attitude toward 
Jewish tradition. Ceremonial rites belonged to the category 
of ‘ things indifferent.' The one essential was faith in 
Christ, and they were not necessary to salvation ; neverthe- 
less they were endeared to the Jewish heart by long use, 
and there was no harm and there might be profit in their 
continued observance, so long as the solitary efficacy of faith 
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was recognised. It was therefore, in his judgment, legitimate 
tor Jewish Christians, if they would, to maintain those sacred 
and venerable institutions ; and at Lystra he had furnished 
an impressive demonstration of his attitude. He adopted 
Timothy as his attendant, and since the lad was half Jewish, 
he circumcised him in token of his consideration for Tewisii 
sensibilities. 

desccnce in It seemed a happy settlement, and he left his Galatian 
Galatia, inverts and passed over to Europe with a thankful heart. 
His confidence, however, was quickly put to shame. The 
question had indeed been decided b3'the Council at Jerusalem, 
but the extremists, though overborne at the moment, re- 
mained obdurate and resolved to prosecute their contention 
They were doubtless the same men who had invaded Syrian 
Antioch and excited dissension there ; and they conceived 
the base design of dogging the Apostle’s steps and dis- 
seminating their doctrines in his churches. Under their 
a. Gal. V. energetic leader,^ they had followed him to Galatia and 
engaged in a vigorous propaganda. 

clietus , a little company, yet, like the ‘ little 

S: leavemng the whole mass,’ they wrought much mis- 

er. V. 9. chief ; and the secret of their success was twofold. On the 
one hand, they were uncompromising extremists, and zeal 
^ always impressive. They had thrown off all disguise, 
^therto, at the conference at Jerusalem in the year 46, 
m the disputation at Antioch, and again at the Council, they 
had professed themselves Christians, and had required merely 
the imposition of the rite of circumcision upon the Gentile 
cr u. 4. converts. They had, however, been ‘ false brothers ’ all the 
while ; and now that they had defied the Council’s decision, 
they were done with compromise and displayed their true 
Cf. iv. 10. colours. They had reverted outright to Judaism ; and in- 
sisted not merely on circumcision but on the full round 
of ceremonial observance. And, on the other hand, the 
Galatians were easily captivated. They were, a singularly 
impressionable people, and they had shown it by their 
behaviour when Paul and Barnabas first appeared in their 
S '''■ received the strangers with open arms. 

They had lavished their sympathy on the ailing Apostle 

^ Cp. p, 108. 
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and enthusiastically embraced his message. And then, when 
the Judaists appeared, they lent to their representations a no 
less facile ear, and incontinently abjured the cause which 
they had so rapturously espoused. 

The procedure of the Judaists was base and unchivalrous. a threefoiu 
It w’as a personal campaign, an envenomed and unscrupulous 
attack upon the Apostle. There were three counts in their 
indictment. Like their Macedonian confrhxs they assailed 
his conduct and his Gospel. They charged him mth un- 
principled plausibility, and they fastened particularly on his 
gracious concession to Jewish sentiment in circumcising 
Timothy, representing it as a shameless inconsistency, a 
‘ rebuilding of what he had pulled down.’ And they assailed cf. u. 18. 
Ids Gospel of Justification by Faith apart from the Works of 
the Law', insisting that it issued in antinomianism, and 
adducing in evidence the moral laxity w'hich, in Galatia as 
in Macedonia, the Gentile Christians too often displayed. 

Their chief attack, however, was directed against his 
Apostleship. They did not indeed absolutely deny it, but 
they alleged that he had received it from the original Apostles, 
the men who had known the Lord in the days of His flesh 
and had been called and commissioned by Him. These 
were the true ‘ pillars ’ of the Church, and Paul’s claim to 
equal authority with them was an audacious usurpation. 

It was a heavy grief to him when the tidings of the Galatian The 
defection reached his ears. He could not believe that it was 
deliberate or final; and, remembering the devotion of his cf. iii.4; v. 
converts, he was sure that, if only he could hasten to them . 

iv. 19, 

and reason with them, all w^ould yet be well. Meantime this ao. 
was impracticable, since he must remain a while at Antioch. 

As soon as he might he would visit them and disabuse their 
minds ; but the situation w^as serious and demanded prompt 
intervention, and so he immediately addressed himself to the 
writing of a letter, probably employing Timothy as his 
.'amanuensis. ■ ■ 

The Letter to the Galatians 

The letter is the impassioned outpouring of a wounded The 
and troubled heart, a swift and indignant protest against 
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an unexpected and intolerable wrong. He plunges straight- 
way in medias res without his accustomed greeting and 
commendation. Commendation indeed was impossible, and 
in its stead he substitutes a pained and astonished remon- 
strance, In the very first sentence he introduces the ques- 
tion of his Apostleship. His Gospel, he asserts, was no 
human tradition but a divine revelation, and his ordination 
was a direct commission from the Risen Lord. 

i. I Paul, an Apostle not from men nor through a man but 
through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him 

2 from the dead, and all the brothers who are with me, to the 

3 churches of Galatia. Grace to you and peace from God 

4 our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself 
for our sins that He might pluck us from the present evil age 

5 according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be 
the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


An indig- 
nant 
r emoti- 
st! ance, 


Cf. V. 10. 


He opens his argument with a pained and indignant 
remonstrance : ‘ I wonder that you are so quickly deserting' ; 
and there is, as St. Chrysostom remarks, a note of reassurance 
in the words. He does not say that they ‘ had deserted ’ 
but that they ' were deserting ' ; suggesting that their 
apostasy was not yet a fait accompli and might even now, as 
he fondly believed, be arrested. The reason of his surprise 
was their misapprehension of the situation. There was in 
truth no difference between himself and the original Apostles. 
Their Gospel and his, as he presently demonstrates, were 
identical, and it was only Judaist perversion that made them 
out different. He and Silas had made this plain when they 
delivered the decree of the Council to the Galatian Churches. 
They had strongly warned them then against accepting any 
other Gospel, and now he reiterates the warning. 


6 I wonder that you are so quickly deserting ^ from Him who 

7 called you in Christ's grace, to a different Gospel, w-hicli is not 
really other than mine save that there are certain men who 
are disturbing you and desiring to pervert the Gospel of the 

^ fM^rarldeaBai denoted primarily military desertion (cf. App. Iber. 17 ; (Xol 
a^rous €s fieridevro^ then change of opinion. Thus Dionysius of 

Heracleia, who left the Stoics for the Epicureans, was termed 0 p.€rad€p.hQ$^ * the 
Turncoat’ (Diog. Laert. vii. i66). 
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8 Christ,^ But if any one — even we or an angel from heaven — 
preach to yon another Gospel than we preached to you, let him 

9 be accursed. As we have previously said, I now repeat : 

If any one preaches another Gospel than you received, let him 
be accursed. 

This is strong language, and he glances contemptuously An aside, 
at the Judaist calumny which construed his gracious and 
conciliatory attitude as smooth-tongued plausibility and 
charged him with caring more for man's approbation than 
for God's. 

10 Am I now ' persuading men rather than God ' ? or seeking 
to ' please men ' ? Had I still been ' pleasing men,' I would 
not have been Christ's slave. 

And now he deals with the attack upon his Apostleship a divine 
and his Gospel ; and he refutes it by an appeal to historical 
facts. It was true that he had never knowm the Master in divine com- 
the days of His flesh, but he had seen Him, the Risen and 
Glorified Lord, on the road to Damascus. That experience, 
as the Galatians knew, had revolutionised his life ; and the 
reason was that the Saviour had then been revealed to him 
and had called him to preach His Gospel among the Gentiles. 

It was a divine revelation and a divine commission, and it 
had received no human confirmation. He did not repair 
to the Apostles at Jerusalem for approval or instruction, but 
retired to Arabia and after a season of solitary meditation 
returned to Damascus and proclaimed the Gospel which 
the Lord had taught him and commissioned him to preach. 

11 Now as regards the Gospel which was preached by me, I 
would have you know, brothers, that it is not a Gospel accord- 

12 ing to man. For it was not from man that I received it or 
was taught it ; no, it was through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

13 \ on have heard of my career once in Judaism — that I passed 
ail bounds in persecuting the Church of God and devastating it, 

14 ami outstripped in Judaism many contemporaries among my 
people in the exuberance of my initial zeal for the traditions 

15 of my forefathers. But when it was the good pleasure of Him 

who set me apart ‘ from my mother's womb ' and called me Cf. Jer. i. 5. 

^ Cf. Ramsay, Comm, m Gcd,^ pp, 260 S', 

Cf, n. on ii. 14. 
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ifithrough His grace, to reveal His Son in mei that I mii 
preach His Gospel among the Gentiles, I held no immedi 
i^commumcation with flesh and blood,' nor cfid I ^ 
Jeiusalem to the rnen who were Apostles before ni No 
went away to Arabia, and returned again to Damask,. 


thus appared that neither his Gospel nor his Apostle- 

Twei^.^. M?indL? d ® first instance derived from the Twelve ; and 
ms independence of their instruction and authoritv was 
uyirst demonstrated by his subsequent relations with them. It was 
Jerusalem. Dot till_ the Summer of the year 36, three years after his 
conversion, that he paid his first visit to Jerusalem.* Mean- 
while he had been preacliing his Gospel at Damascus, and 
during his bnef stay of a fortnight at the sacred capital he 
saw only Peter and James, the Lord’s brother, if was a 
purely personal visit, devoted to friendly intercourse. He 
was not presented to the Church; he neither sought nor 
received official recognition ; and the evidence was that on 
his departure he was still a stranger to the churches of 
Judma. He betook himself to Tarsus, and busied himself 

fii evangelising the Province of 

u* tfie Judffian Christians when 

they heard how their whilome persecutor was employed 

It would have been no surprise to them had he carried from 
. , ;■ Jerusalem the seal of apostolic sanction. 

■ ‘ ^ CeSas Jerusalem to view 

. . ^ stayed with him for fifteen days. And no 

' ^ ^ ' 50 Apostles did I see except James the brother of the 

’ ^ ^ ^""^y regions of Svria 

' 22 and Cilicia. And I was personally unknown to the rhnVfiar. 

' ^ '^man'l? alw^s heSfng^‘ Se 

man who was our persecutor once, now is prLching the Gosnel 
Go?fn ml ^ devastated ! ’ And they gloriffed 

Snfercuce interview with the Apostles was the Conference 

“fr u “ ?>' 4^. ‘Ixi foittteenth year after 

his comeison;* and what then transpired v\ns decisive. 

p},;, f®"® Of arena of the revelation. Cf. ver. 24 • 

l^liiL I, ^ I lirji. I, 16^ Mt. xiv. 2 » 

• Cf. pp. 58ff. , Cf. D. CO. d rsx .-.w 


relntions 
with the 
'Twelve : 

fi) First 
visit to 
Jerusalem 


! ill ‘ 

I 'Ilf Vf f 1 ' 

wifei 


n ® Jf- ii 

iii 


Cf. p. 59. 


* Cf. pp. 73 ff. 
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The question of the permanence of the Law had been raised 
by the Judaists. They demanded the circumcision of Titus, 
the young Gentile convert who had accompanied him from 
Antioch ; but he had stoutly refused, and he had won the 
support of the Twelve, whom the Galatian propagandists 
lauded in his disparagement as ‘ the reputed men/ the 
* pillars ’ of the Faith. They had approved his Gospel and 
recognised his call to evangelise the Gentiles. 

ii. I Then after an interval of fourteen years ^ 1 again went up 
to Jerusalem, accompanied by Barnabas ; and I took Titus 

2 also with me. It was in pursuance of a revelation that I 
went up ; and I communicated to them the Gospel which 
I am proclaiming among the Gentiles, but privately to ‘ the 
reputed men ' : perhaps, methought, the course I am 

3 running or have run may have an empty issue,- Yet neitlier 
was Titus my companion, Greek as he was, compelled to 

4 be circumcised. The suggestion, however, was made in 
deference to the false brothers who had been smuggled into 
the conference. They had stolen in to spy upon onr freedom 
which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might reduce us 

5 to slavery. But not for an hour did we yield in submission, 
that the truth of the Gospel might still remain with you.^ 

6 Now from ' the men reputed to be something '—whatever 
they once were makes no difference to me : God does not 
accept any man's person ^ — ^to me ' the reputed men ' com- 

7 municated nothing. On the contrary, when they saw that 
I had been entrusted with the Gospel for the Uncircumcision 

8 as Peter had been entrusted with it for the Circumcision — for 
He who had operated in Peter's heart to make him an Apostle 
to the Circumcision, had operated in mine also for the 

9 Gentiles — and when they recognised the grace which had 

been given me, James and Cephas and John, ‘ the men cf. Rev. iii 
reputed to be pillars,' plighted fellowship with Barnabas and ^2. 

^ Cf. Append. I. 

® Cf. Moulton, Gram, of Gk, Tesf,^ p. 193. 

® On the text, involving the question whether Paul resisted or conceded the 
Judaist claim, cf. p. 75. 

Cf. Rom. ii. ii. 7 rp 5 (rio 7 rov XafiBdveiv is a Hebrew phrase, 

T , T T : 

(cf. Job xiii. 10), signifying ‘ take at face- value,* regard a man for his outward 
appearance or external circumstances (w'ealth, rank, and the like) without con- 
sidering his character, his intrinsic worth. By oTotoi ttots fiaav Paul means their 
knowledge of the Lord in the days of His flesh ; and he dismisses as 7 rpoijw 7 rQ\y)p.fla 
the Judaistic insistence upon this accidental circumstance. 


200 LIFE AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 

me ^ on the understanding that the Gentiles should be our 
lo province and the Circumcision theirs ; stipulating only that 
we should remember the poor. And this was indeed the very 
thing that I was anxious to do. 


(3) The Three years later at the close of 49 the legitimacy of PauFs 
aTAntfoch. Gospcl was again challenged by the Judaists when they 
visited Antioch in pursuance of their propaganda.^ It 
chanced that Peter was there, and he, the chief ‘ pillar,' 
stultified himself by weakly bowing before the storm of their 
invective. But Paul's fearless steadfastness rallied him, 
and he acknowledged his fault. 

XI But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his 
X2face because he stood condemned.® For ere certain men had 
come from James, he would eat with the Gentiles ; but when 
they came, he drew off and kept himself apart for fear of the 

13 champions of circumcision. And the rest of the Jews also 
joined in his masquerading, insomuch that even Barnabas was 

14 carried away by it. But when I saw that they were not keeping 
by the straight path of the truth of the Gospel, I said to Cephas 
in presence of all : ' If you, being originally a Jew,^ live after the 
Gentile and not after the Jewish fashion, how is it that you 
are compelling the Gentiles to judaise ? ' 

fustifica- Now that he has, by an appeal to incontrovertible and 
acknowledged facts, vindicated the divine authority of his 
l^pSen^ce ApostlesMp and the legitimacy of his Gospel, Paul addresses 
himself to the vital issue. In opposition to the Judaist 

^ ‘ right hand,’ bore the general signification of ‘ pledge.’ Suid. : 

trvvd'^Kas, CL i Mac. xi. 50, 62 ; xiii. 50, where a single person is spoken of as 
giving Sejtds, not * Cf. pp. 108 ff. 

* Some of the Fathers, particularly Chrys. and Hieronym., conceived that the 
contention at Antioch was simulated. There was really no difference between 
Paul and Peter, and they got up the dispute and carried it through that the 
Judaists might be admonished by the latter’s submission, od fj-dxv^ 
p-^fiara dXV dKovoixlai. This would have been v7r6Kp(,crtSi ‘ play-acting ’ (cf. Tke 
Days of His Fleshy p. 102), but not the sort Paul charges Peter with. 

* virdpx^iPt * be at the outset,’ * exist to begin with,’ denoting an antecedent 

condition which essentially affects the situation. Suid. : rb vwdpx^t^ dwXQs 
* rb itvai* dXXd wciXai Kal ^ xpoelvai,* * ^$av€LV.* Plat. Tzm, 

30 c: Todrov 5 ’ vwdpxovToSf his posiHs^ ‘this granted,’ ‘assuming this.’ Fep* 
458 A: d?s brdpxov, ‘assume,’ ‘take for granted.’ Diog. Laert. iii. 99; 

$ de btrdpx^i wdpra raOra, o 5 t< 5 s ieriv €-ddalfjL(ap reX^wy, * the possession of all 
these things is the antecedent condition of perfect happiness.’ Cf. Ac. xxvli 
34 : ‘ this is an essential condition of your preservation.’ Phil. is. 6. 
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insistence on the permanent obligation of the ceremonial 
Law and the necessity of its observance by Gentile converts, 
he demonstrates his doctrine of Justification by Faith in 
Christ ; and he introduces the argument in a passage which 
is intelligible only when it is recognised as a personal soliloquy, 
an autobiographical retrospect, a review of his spiritual 
progress from the Law to Faith. ^ The starting-point is the 
I discovery of the insufiiciency of legal observance and the 

5 necessity of faith in Christ, This is followed by a discom- 

' fiting experience. Faith does not bring immediate deliver- 

ance. Sin still dwells in the believer and exerts its unhallowed 
; tymnny. Indeed it is only when one is ' in Christ ' that one 

realises what sin is and how hard is the attainment of holi- 
1 ness. It seems as though Christ were a minister not of 

^ righteousness but of sin ; and two temptations present them- 

I selves. One is to acquiesce in moral imperfection, and con- 

clude that holiness is no evangelical concern. Faith is 
sufficient for salvation, and works matter nothing. This is 
the antinomian attitude, and too many of the Apostle’s 
converts adopted it. But where the spiritual instinct is 
keen, the temptation is rather to despair of the efficacy of 
faith and revert to the Law. This is the attitude which the 
; Judaists imputed to Paul. They pointed particularly to 

his circumcision of Timothy and construed it as a confession 
of the necessity of legal observance, and they sneered at 
' him for ' rebuilding what he had pulled down.' His reply 

j is that if this were his attitude, he would indeed prove himself 

' a transgressor, not against the Law but against something 

holier. He would be * setting aside the grace of God.^ 
For faith brings a high and sure deliverance through mystic 
union with Christ. This is a thought which his experience 
j revealed to Paul ever more clearly. The believer is identified 

; with Christ at each successive stage of His redemptive 

i career — tiis Death, His Burial, His Resurrection, and His 

Risen Life. 

[ ^ The passage is not a continuation of the remonstrance with Peter. At ver. 

; 14 the historical review ends, and ver. 15 begins the doctrinal discussion (Theod. 

I Mops., Calv., Grot.). Galatians is a hasty sketch of the argument subsequently 

i' elaborated in Romans, and this passage is a forecast of the Apostle’s spiritual 

autobiography in the latter (vii). 
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15 We, Jews by nature and not ' sinners of the Gentiles * 

16 yet knowing that a man is not accounted righteous on the 
score of works of the Law unless accompanied by faith in 
Christ Jesus, even we had faith in Christ Jesus, that we 
might be accounted righteous on the score of faith in Christ 
and not on the score of works of Law, because on the score 

‘s.cxiiii. 2. of works of Law ' no flesh will be accounted rigliteoiis/ 

E7K0W if in seeking to be accounted righteous in Christ ^ we 
were ourselves also found sinners, is Christ then a minister 
s 8 of sin? Away with the idea ! ^ For if I am ‘building 
again what I pulled down, M am proving myself a trans- 
i 9 gre 3 sor. For through Law I died to Law that I might live 
20 to God. I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I that live but Christ that lives in me ; and the life 
whicli I now live in the flesh, I live in faith — faith in the 
Son of God who loved me and surrendered Himself for me. 
21 1 do not set aside the grace of God ; for if righteousness be 
through Law, then Christ died for naught. 

The Gala- Thus experience attests faith as the only pathway to 
righteousness; and here lay the marvel of the Galatians’ 
denial of defection. They had abandoned the Gospel of Faith and 
adopted the old futile method of ceremonial observance ; 
and it was a denial of their own blessed experience. It was 
inexplicable ; it seemed as though an evil eye had bewitched 
them. 

^ XpL<rr(ff a formula expressing succinctly the believer’s relation to Christ 
and all that flows therefrom ; never in Synoptics and in Fourth Gospel only in 
connection with * abide,’ ‘be one.’ It is distinctively Pauline, and refers exclu- 
sively to the Risen Lord and the relation of believers to Him (cf. 2 Cor. v. x6). 
The idea is illustrated by various analogies : a man must be in the air to breathe, 
a fish in the water to live, a plant z>/ the soil to grow. Observe the Pauline nexus 
of Christian experience : (i) X/oturoif iipt.Qiv^ ‘Christ for us’ — Substitution 
(cf. 2 Cor. V. 21). (2) rifiels iv XpicrTfpt ‘we in Christ’ — ^Justification (cf, 2 Cor. 

V. 17 ; Rom. vi. ii). He died for all (cf. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15 ; Jo. iii. 16} ; there- 
fore all saved in Jfoss 3 >, but none in esse unless ‘ in Christ,’ resting on Him by 
personal, appropriating faith. (3) Xpiarros ip uftty, ‘Christ in us’ — Sanctification 
(cf. Gab ii. 20 ; 2 Gor. xiii. 5 ; Rom. viii. 10), Not only is an animal in the air 
but the air in the animal, (4) hirkp Xpi^rod — Consecration (cf. 2 Cor. v. 
20). 

* yivoiro^ an emphatic repudiation of an untenable suggestion. In N. T. 
peculiarly Pauline —fourteen times in Epp. and once in Pauline Gospel (Lk. xx. 
16) ; but a common Jewish phrase, being negative of which is rendered 
yivoiTo^ ‘so be it’ in LXX (cf. Num. v. 22 ; .Dt, xxvii. 15 ; i Ki. i. 36 ; i'ss. xli. 
13, Ixxii, 19, Ixxxix. 52, cvi, 48). Cf. Proiev, Jcu:. vi : Kal cIttc iras d Xads* 
yivQiTo, afx-hv (response to the priestly prayer at the presentation of Mary). 
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iii. I You witless Galatians ! who is it that cast a spell on you ? ^ 

— you before whose eyes Jesus Christ was placarded on the 

2Cro3S>' This only I desire to learn from you : Was it on 
the score of works of Law that you received the Spirit or on 

3 the score of the hearing of faith ? Are you so witless ? 

After being initiated by the Spirit are you now attaining 

4 })erfection by the flesh ? Did you suffer so much all to no cf. Ao. 

5 purpose ? — ^if it be indeed all to no purpose. He therefore 45-5-^ • 
who is lavishing the Spirit upon you ^ and putting powers 

in operation within you— is it on the score of works of Law 

6 or on the score of the hearing of faith, as Abraham * had Gen. xv. 6 
faith in God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness ' ? 

This quotation introduces a further development of the Faith th^i 
argument. Not only is the doctrine of Justification by Faith of the 
demonstrated by experience but it is the doctrine of the 
ancient Scripture. It was on the score of his faith that 
Abraham was pronounced righteous ; and the blessing was 
not his alone : it was the heritage of his sons for evermore. 

And who are the sons of Abraham ? They are those who 
share his faith, and not merely believing Jew^s but believing 
Gentiles as w^ell, as the Scripture expressh^ declares ; for 
was not this the pn mise to Abraham : ' All the Gentiles 
shall be blessed in tl ee ' ? Indeed there is no other way ; 
for according to the Scripture the Law brings to erring men 
not a blessing but a curse, and Christ has redeemed us from 
its curse in order that we may by faith receive the promised 
blessing. 

^ The superstition of the malign influence of * an evil eye’ { 6 (p 6 a\fib^ /SatrmFos), 
still prevalent in the East (cf. P. E, F, < 2 * Fb PP* xi2{T.), was uni- 

versal in ancient days. Its special victims were flocks, plants, and children, 

Cf. Verg. Ed. in. 103 ; Plin. Naf. Hist. vn. 2; Pint, Eymp. v. 7. 

^ 7 rpoypd^f.Li\ like proscribere (cf. Suet. Ner^ 39), was used of a public intima- 
tion po.sted up by authority of the magistrates, Cf. dl^iovfjLev frlpoypatpijifai in a 
notice placarded by the strategiis of Ilermopolis Magna at the request of the 
paienLs of a spendthrift, intimating that they will not be responsible for Ins debts 
(AHlHgan, GP. Pap. 27). €<rrau/5a’/icVos (cf. Mt. xxviii. 5 ; IMk. xvi. 6) repre.sents 
the crucifixion not as a mere Iristoric incident (crravpcij&ds) but as an abiding and 
eternal fact (cf. Jo. xx. 27 ; Rev. v. 6, xiii. 8). The chief authorities omit riy 
7 rd$€(r 6 ai and eV bpay, 

® £Vtxop7j7€'t>, ‘furnish with lavish generosity.’ A xop??76s at Athens was a 
wealthy citizen charged with the provision and equipment of a chorus for thss 
performance of a drama in the theatre — a costly public service. Cf. 2 Cor. m 
10; Col il 19 ; 2 Pet I S, ll. 
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7 You perceive, then, that it is those who hold by faith that 

8 are sons of Abraham. And since the Scripture foresaw that 

God accounts the Gentiles righteous on the score of faith, it 
preached the Gospel to Abraham beforehand : ' All the 

9 Gentiles will be blessed in thee.' And so it is those who hold 
10 by faith that are blessed with faithful Abraham. For all who 

hold by works of Law are under a curse ; for it is written : 
‘ Cursed is every one who continues not in all the things wdiich 
IX are written in the Book of the Law to do them.' Now that in 
Law no one is accounted righteous in God's judgment is plain, 
because ' the righteous man on the score of faith shall live.' 
13 But faith is not the principle of the Law ; no, ' he who does 

13 them will live in them.' Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the Law by submitting Himself to cursing on our behalf ^ — 
because it is written : ‘ Cursed is every one who is hanged on 

14 a tree ' — ^that the blessing of Abraham might reach to the 
Gentiles in Jesus Christ, that we might through faith receive 
the promise of the Spirit. 

Faith, then, was the original condition of justification; 
and the Apostle proceeds to demonstrate that it is the con- 
dition still. The promise to Abraham had remained unful- 
filled until the Advent of Christ ; for it had been made to 
Abraham * and to his seed/ and, he says, deftly employing 
against his Judaist assailants the fanciful method of 
Rabbinical interpretation, * his seed ' here signifies not the 
multitude of his descendants but his one descendant, Christ. 
And that the promise might be sure all down the expectant 
ages, it was confirmed by a covenant. The initial condition 
of the covenant was faith ; and since a covenant, even a 
human covenant, is inviolate and, once it has been ratified, 
none of its terms may be set aside or modified, it is impossible 
that when the Law was given four hundred and thirty years 
later, it should have altered the covenant with Abraham 
and his Seed and substituted Works as the condition instead 
of Faith. That would have been an invalidation of the 
promise ; it would have eliminated the very idea of promise, 

^ y€v6fi.€Pos (twip Kardpa^ * having become a curse’ (cf. 2 Cor. v. 21). He 
did not become * cursed’ (Kardparos) or ‘a sinner’ {dpapnaXos), He identifiied 
Himself vicariously with accursed sinners. Only personal sin makes one accursed. 
* Ideo non dixit : Foetus pro nobis maUdictus sed maledictimi ; is enim qui propter 
peccatum morti ofFerebatur, maledictus fiebat, in sua enim causa moriebatur 
(Ambrstr.), 
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since a promise implies grace, and what is earned by works 
is not a free gift but a legal right. 

15 Brothers, I take an example from human affairs.^ A 
covenant, though but a human covenant, once it has been 

16 ratified no one sets aside or adds new terms to it. Now toGen. xii. 7, 
Abraham were the promises spoken ‘and to his seed.’ It^'j.-^s. 

is not said ^ ‘ and to his seeds ' in the plural, but in the singular xSl. is, 

17 ‘ and to thy seed ’ ; and this is Christ.® Here is what I mean : xxiv. 7.’ 

A covenant ratified beforehand by God the Law, which has e*. xii. 40 
come into being four hundred and thirty years later, does not 

18 irratify to the invalidation of the promise. For if the inherit- 
ance be dependent on law, it is no longer dependent on 
promise ; whereas it is God’s free gift to Abraham through 
promise. 

Here the Apostle pauses to consider two objections which judaist 
a Jew might urge against his argument and which had pre- : 

sented themselves to his own mind when he was thinking 
out the problem of the relation between the Law and the 
Gospel. The first is ; What is the use of the Law ? If (i) What is 
salvation be God’s free gift, and we are saved by faith 
Christ as Abraham was saved by faith in the Promise, why 
was the Law ever given ? What purpose does it serve? 

His answer, which he subsequently elaborates in his great Rom. vii. 
encyclical on Justification by Faith, is that the function of 
the Law was not to achieve salvation but to discover sin. ^s. 

It did not justify ; it condemned and revealed the need of a 
Saviour and drove men back in faith upon the Promise. And, 
he adds, it was in its very nature less gracious and sacred 
than the Promise. For the Promise was a direct word of 
God ; but in the giving of the Law Moses served as a mediator cf. Ex. xx. 
between God and the people. And neither did Moses receive 
the Law directly from God ; for, according to the Rabbinical 

Chrys. : ri icm ‘ Kark &p$p(jL>irov Xeyw ’ ; TapaZuyiiknov . 

* On this indefinite use of or (sc. OeiSs or ^ ypatp^) introducing a 
quotation cf. Rom. xv. lo; Epb. iv. 8, v. 14; i Cor. vL 16. 

® A specimen of Rabbinical exegesis (cf. p. 27). Of course the argumenta- 
tion is impossible, since cTTcpp,a in the sense of * offspring ’ is, like a collec- 
tive noun, and the plur. could mean only ‘seeds of grain’ ; nor does Paul employ 
it seriously. .lie is here speaking, as he proposed, mrA dvOpoowop (Hieronym.). 

He borrows the method of his opponents, thus cleverly ‘turning the tables' 
against them. 
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a. Ac. vii. theology, it was delivered to him on Mount Sinai by the 
niinistration of angels.^ Thus in the Law God is twice 
removed ; in the Promise it is with Him alone that we 
have to do. 

19 What, then, is the use of the Law ? It was added to 
accentuate transgressions until the coming of the Seed to 
whom the Promise had been made ; and it was ordered through 

20 angels in the hand of a mediator. And where there is a 
mediator, there is not only one party ; but God is one.® 

But, it may be further objected, on this view the Law is 
in opposition to the Promise. It does not justify ; it con- 
demns, and thus extinguishes the hope which the Promise 
had inspired. No, answers the xApostle, the purpose of the 
Law was the ultimate and complete fulfilment of the Promise, 
It condemned the sinner in order that he might realise the 
impossibility of attaining righteousness by observance of 
its requirements and might welcome the Gospel of Justifica- 
tion by Faith in Christ. 

21 Is the Law, then, in opposition to the promises of God ? 
Away with the idea ! For had there been given a Law which 
could impart life, righteousness would have been indeed on 

22 the score of law ; but the Scripture has shut up the whole 
race in the prison of sin, that the Promise may be given, on 
the score of faith in Jesus Christ, to those who have faith. 

The Law a It were, howevcr, a poor account of the Law's function 

to represent it as merely a gaoler holding the condemned in 
dui'ance until they were delivered by faith in Christ. The 
old dispensation was more than a term of imprisonment : it 
was a period of education. And the Law w^as more than a 
gaoler : it was, says the Apostle, employing a phrase which 
has BO modern equivalent, ' a pedagogue/ w^hich signiiies 
literally ' a boy-leader ' and is perhaps most nearly repre- 

^ Cf Jos. XV. V. 3 ; Schiirer, ll. i. p. 344. 

* It would be alike wearisome and unprofitable to adduce all tlie various inter- 
pretations of this passage (cf. Poole, Syfwps. CnV,, and Alford}. The meaning is 
plain when it is recognised that the ‘mediator’ here is not Christ (cf. i Tim. ii. 5 ; 
Heb. viii. 6, ix. 15, xii. 24)— ^a notion originated apparent!}’’ by Origen (cf. Lonv 
matzsch, V. p. 273) and adopted by Chrys., Aug., Hieronyni., Ambrstr. — but 
Moses (Basil., Greg, Nyss., Theod. Mops., Theodt.), 
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sen ted by ' tutor/ The pedagogue was not a teacher. He 
Was a superior slave whose oifice was not merely to conduct 
the boy to his teacher but to superintend his manners and 
morals.^ He was the boy’s guide, and his office ceased when 
his charge attained maturity and, imbued with right prin- 
ciples, no longer needed dictation and control. And this 
was the function of the Law. It was the stern tutor of our 
wayward boyhood ; but now that we have attained spiritual 
manhood, 'the measure of the stature of Christ’s fulness/ Eph.iv. 13 
we are ruled not by Law but by Faith. In Christ we are no 
longer children but full-grown sons ; for He is the Eternal 
Son, the Archetype of Sonship, and Faith conforms us to 
Him and imbues us with His Spirit. It ' clothes us with 
Him,’ says the Apostle, employing an Old Testament figure. 

When the Spirit of the Lord took possession of a man, itcf.jud. vi. 
was said that 'the Spirit clothed him/ The man was, as 
it were, an incarnation of the Spirit ; and our Lord employed 
the ancient language in His last command to His disciples : 

' Tarry in the city, until you clothe yourselves with power Lk. xxiv. 
from on high.’ And so by Faith’s loving and adoring self- 
surrender we ' clothe ourselves with Christ,’ It is Faith that 
effects the transformation ; and it obliterates all accidental 
distinctions, and by conforming humanity to its Divine 
Ideal restores its primal unity. It reconciles the long 
antagonism between Jew and Gentile ; for since it was by 
Faith that Abraham was accounted righteous, we are his 
children and his heirs as we share his Faith. 

2 $ Ere the coming of faith we were shut up under Law’s 
wardenship, awaiting the faith which should by and by be 

24 revealed. ^ And so the Law served as our tutor until Christ’s 
advent,*^ in order that we may be accounted righteous on 

25 the score of faith ; but now that faith has come, we are no 

26 longer under a tutor. For you are all through faith sons 

27 of God in Christ Jesus ; for as many of you as were baptised Cf. Rom. 

28 into Christ clothed yourselves with Christ. The distinctions . 

of Jew- and Greek, slave and free man, male and female cS'iii 10! 

^ Cf. Plat Zys. 208 a 

® ds XpLcrrhy^ not * to bring ns unto Christ, the Teacher,’ which would require 
Ttpbs XpL(rr 6 v, but 'with a view to Christ,’ the attainment of spiritual 
maturity (cf. Elph. iv. 13), 
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*9 disappear; for you are all one in Christ 

you are Christ’s, then are you Abrahams seed, heirs 

according to promise. 

Hence emerges the truth that Faith inaugurates a higher 
and nobler condition; and this the Apostle enforces by 
another illustration. He has likened our state under t e 
Law to that of a boy under his pedagogue ; and now he 
likens it to that of an orphan minor who, according to the 
Syrian law which obtained in Southern Galatia, was p oce 
by his father’s will, for such term as the latter judged 
necessary,^ under the tutelage of guardians and trustees 
responsible respectively for his person and his property. 
He was indeed a son and the heir of the estate ; but through- 
out his minority he was no freer than a slave, and only when 
the appointed term expired did he enter on his birthnght 
and enjoy the privileges of sonship. That was our condition 
under the Law. We were indeed sons all the while, for we 
had been created in the image of the Eternal Son ; 
had forfeited the status of sonship, and we were no better 
than slaves with darkened hearts, until the Eternal Son 
appeared and by putting His Spirit into our hearts taught 
us to recognise our Father and restored us to our original 
and proper status. ^ 

Iv. 1 Here is my meaning : All the time f y* 

he differs in no respect from a. slave, though he ^ ^ 

s but is under guardians and trustees during 
<ibv his father. So we also, when we were minors, were 
I enslaved under the world’s dim lights ; * but when the time- 

> Christ the new Head of humanity, restores the lost unity which it had 
(Theod. Mops.) in Adam. In Him we are no 
and alien fr^ents but a living unity (*), as the branches, while disUnct, are all 

According ^to Toman law the ward was free from his guardians {iutms, 
irtrpoToi) when he reached the age of fourteen, and from his trustees (r«r <iw, 
oirivoMoO at twenty-five. Cf. Ramsay. Hist. Cosnm on % . 

» nixior, properly ‘an infant.’ generally ‘one under ^e. ^ertu ‘.an F«x- 
Vil. I) distinguishes four stages in the historical J p^l^ts • 

(r) natural religion; (2) tnfaMita—th& Law a 

( 3 )yW««^.^theGospel_; <4) f meanings. 

* <rrotY«o)i^> from crrofxos, a row, line, or ^ ^ . -r s ‘niriJ 

1 A letter. Cf. rd irroixefa, ‘the Alphabet.’ Hence <tro^ signified rudi- 
ments ’ Ci Heb. v. 12. Euclid’s aroix^Uj ‘the Rudiments of eome ry. 
S. The rudiments of the universe, the four ‘elements’ of foe, water, air, an 
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earth. Cf Wisd. of Sol. vii. 17 ; 2 Pet. iii. 10, 12. Suid. ; (rroix^ibv itrTip 
oS wpdjTov ylveraL rd yivhixeva Kal els 6 ^crxarov dvaXi'^crau Hence, as an 
astronomical term, ‘the heavenly bodies.’ Cf. Just. M., 1. p. 44 A (ed. 

Sylburg.): rd oupdvia crroix^ta. Metaphorically ‘great luminaries,’ distinguished 
personages. Cf. Polycrates in Eus. JjT. E, ill. 31 : /rard tV *A<rlav juLiyaka 
<rroix«a KeKolfiTjrat, 3. A ‘spirit’ or ‘demon,’ since each element had its genius 
or tutelary spirit. Cf. Kev. vii. i (the angels of the winds), xiv. 18 (the angel of 
6re), xvi. 5 (the angel of the waters). By rd ijroix^ia rou Kbcjxov (cf. Col. ii. 8, 
20) the Apostle means Judaistic observances, and the phrase was explained in 
two ways by the Fathers, (i) The Jewish ‘days, months, seasons, and years’ 
(ver. 10), which were regulated by ‘the luminaries of the w’orld.’ Chrys. (cf, 
Theod. Mops., Ambrstr.) : ‘rd crrocx^ta rod K6<Xf.i0Vf that is, new moons and 
Sabbaths ; for these days arise for us from the course of moon and sun.’ (2) 
‘The rudiments,’ the crude ideas of the Jewish Law, were an elementary 
stage in the world’s religious education, initia et exordia literartim 

(Hieronym.), The former interpretation is near the mark. The Jewish ordi- 
nances were ‘ the lights of the world,’ because they were the best illumination 
that the world had in those days, and, though divinely appointed, they were dim 
compared with the light of the Christian revelation. 

^ vloOecrla is literally ‘setting in the place of a son,’ and Paul always uses the 
term in accordance wdth this its proper signification, ‘ Adoption ’ in his conception 
is not the introduction of aliens into God’s family but the reinstatement of sons in 
their birthright (cf. ver. 6). is not simply * receive ’ but * get back ’ $ 

and so r^p vloOea-lap diro\dfiiojX€v means ‘ recover our lost status of sonship.’ Cf. 
The Atonemeni in ike Light of History and the Modern Spirit ^ pp, I47 ff, 

^ This combination of the Hebrew address its Greek equivalent 

(6 HanJ/)) was apparently a liturgical formula, Cf. Mk. xiv. 36 ; Rom. viii. 15* 
O 


limit expired, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born 
5 under Law, to redeem those who were under Law, that we 
a might recover the status of sonship.^ And because you are 
sons, God sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
7 crying, 'Abba! Our Father! And so you are no longer 
a slave but a son. And if you are a son, you are also an 
heir; and it is God's doing. 


Here lay the marvel of the Galatians^ defection. They a pained 
were converts from heathenism, and their old idolatry had s^^ancL 
been a degrading bondage; yet after tasting the sweetness 
of the liberty of sonship they had reverted to bondage, ex- 
changing the clear light of the Gospel for the dim lights of 
Judaism. Could it be that the Apostle's labour on their 
behalf had been lost ? He refuses to believe it, and he appeals 
to their chivalry. He was a Jew, yet that he might win the 
Gentiles he had identified himself with them and incurred 
obloquy and persecution : should not they be true to him ? 
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He was confident that they would : for he remembered their 
overflowing kindness to Mm at his first appearance among 
them. And it was precisely this that made him wonder at 
their present attitude. The blame did not lie with him ; 
for he had loved them all along even in his sternest remon- 
strances. Nor did it lie with them : they had done him no 
wrong. It lay with the men who had misled them and 
alienated their affection from him by insidious calumnies. 
They must not imagine that in saying this he was jealous of 
the influence which the Judaists had won over them in his 
absence. He could not always be with them, and it pleased 
him that others should visit them and pay them the attentions 
which he would fain pay them himself. But this was Ms 
complaint — that the attentions of the Judaists were dis- 
honourable. It was not the good of the Galatians that they 
had in view, but the vindication of their own prestige. 
The end of their blandishments was to oust the Gentile 
Christians from their position of equality in the Chuich and 
oblige them to sue for recognition on the Judaistic terms. 

8 But in those days, not knowing God, you were enslaved to 

9 gods which were by nature no gods at all ; now, however, that 
you have recognised God or rather have been recognised by 
God, how is it that you are turning back again to the dim 
lights, so feeble and poor, and consenting to be again enslaved 

10 to them anew? You are scrupulously observing days and 

11 months and seasons and years. ^ I am apprehensive about 

12 you : perhaps I have laboured on you to no purpose.^ Cast 
in your lot with me, because I have cast in mine with you,^ 

13 brothers, I pray you. You have done me no wrong. You 
know that it was by reason of a physical infirmity that I 

14 preached the Gospel to you on the former of my visits ; ^ and 
what was tr3dng to you in my physical condition you did not 
scorn or loathe. No, as though I had been an angel of God 

^ Sabbaths, new moons, feasts, Sabbatical years. Cf. Col. ii. i6. 

* Cf. n. on ii. 2 . 

* yly€crd€ d?y iydij &rL K&yih (iy ‘become as I am, l)ecause I became as 

you are,* i.e., ‘ I, originally a Jew, abjured Judaism and put myself in the pvosition 
of you Gentiles’ (Theod. Mops.). Chrys, supposes that Paul is addressing 
Jewish converts (roi^s ^lovdoiiap) and appealing to them to follow his example 
in abandoning Judaism : ‘become as I am, because I was once as you—zealous 
for the Law ’ (cf. i. 14). ‘ I had this zeal long ago, but see how I have changed ’ 

(Theodrt.). 

* Cf. Append. IIL 
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15 you welcomed me, as though I had been Christ Jesus. What, 
then, has become of your reason for counting yourselves so 
happy ? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would 

16 have dug out your eyes and given them to me. And so I 

17 have turned your enemy by dealing truly with you ? ^ They 
are paying court to you — not honourably ; no, they wish to 

18 exclude you that you may pay court to them. But it is an 
honourable thing to be courted in an honourable cause —always, 

19 and not only when I am present among you, my children, who 
are costing me fresh travail-pangs until Christ be formed in 

2oyou.‘^ And I find myself wishing ® to be present among you 
at this moment and change my tone : I am so perplexed 
about you. 

The Apostle's heart was overflowing with tender pity for Allegory of 
his misguided converts; and, as though anxious to soften 
whatever severity nii^ht, in his vexation, have escaped his the free 
lips, he introduces an affectionate, almost playful appeal in 
the tone of a father remonstrating with his foolish children. 

* Come, my children ! ' he says, ' I will tell you a story.' cf. ver. 19. 
It is the old story of Hagar and Ishmael, and he spiritualises it oers. xvi, 
after the manner of Rabbinical exegesis ^ and turns it into 
a parable of the relation bet’ween Law and Faith. 

21 Tell me, you who are wishing to be under Law, do you 
33 not hear the Law? It is written that Abraham had two 
sons, one by the slave-girl and one by the free woman, 

23 But the child of the slave- girl is born according to the 
flesh, while the child of the free woman is born through the 

34 promise. And the story is allegorical. The mothers are 
two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai and bears a 

35 race of slaves ; and this is Hagar. Sinai is a mountain in 
Arabia, and corresponds to the present Jerusalem; for 

26 she is in slavery with her children.® But the Jerusalem 

^ (cf. Eph. iv, 15), not merely * speak the truth’ but ‘deal truly.’ 

Cf. ^Esop. Fad. 349 (Halm), TAe Boy and his Father: (po^rfSeh Bi fiii wm 0 
6 P€Lpot d\ri$eij(r^, ‘afraid lest the dream should prove true.’ 

* As the embryo is formed in the womb. The process of their spiritual birth 
^ nmst begin afresh. 

^ f 3 e\oPj ‘I was wishing all the time.’ Cf. Rom. ix. 3; Ac. xxv. 22. 

* Cf. p, 27. 

® Tliere is here a perplexing variety of readings, i. XCFG, Vet, It, Vulg., 

Arm., /Eth. : rb yap ^tvd 6po^ icrrlv iv t§ ‘for Sinai is a mountain in 

Arabia.’ 2. KLF, Syr., Chrys. and Gk. commentators generally: t6 -,kp 
""Ayap Xlvo. 6 pos iarlp ip ry ‘for Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia.’ 3. 

A SUE, Ambrstr. ; rb Sb ‘'Ayap Xivd 6 pos iarltf ’A/oapig, ‘now Hagar is 
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27 above is free, and she it is that is our mother. For it k 
written : 

' Rejoice, thou barren one who bearest not : 

Break forth and shout, thou who travailest not : 

For many are children of the desolate, more than hers 
who hath her husband.' 

aS Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise ; 
^9 but just as then the son according to the flesh persecuted 

30 the son according to the spirit, so is it now also. But what 

says the Scripture ? ‘ Cast out the slave-girl and her 

son ; for the son of the slave-girl shall not share the 

31 inheritance with the son of the free woman.' Wherefore, 
brothers, we are not a slave-girl's children but the free 

V. I woman's. It was for freedom that Christ freed us : ^ 
stand firm, then, and do not again get into the grip of a 
yoke of slavery. 

The controversy turned on the rite of circumcision. The 
Judaists maintained that it was necessary to salvation, and 
insisted that the Gentile converts should submit to it. And 
they found a powerful reinforcement of their contention in 
Paul's generous deference to Jewish sentiment in circum- 
cising Timothy. They represented this as a disavowal of 
his doctrine of the sole necessity of faith and a confession of 
the necessity of circumcision ; and he meets their allegation 
with a direct and emphatic contradiction. It was a per- 
version of his action. ' I Paul,' he says, ' I who am charged 
with admitting the necessity of circumcision, tell you on the 
contrary that, if you be circumcised, Christ will profit you 
nothing.’ And the reason is that the admission of the 
necessity of circumcision in order to salvation would be a 
confession of the insufficiency of faith ; and there would 
then be nothing for it but to fall back on the old futile method 
of legal observance. It was thus a choice between Christ 
and the Law, Circumcision and Grace. 

Mount Sinai in Arabia.’ The first is most strongly attested, and the others are 
probably transcriptional variations, rb yhp *'A.ya.p is dittographic ; and in the case 
of rh bk’^kyapz. hasty copyist, with kcrlv ^’A.yap fresh in his mind, mistook 
y&p for "Ayap, and the conj. was added. Once the corruption was established, 
rh Ay ap (for Tj^'Ayap) required explanation ,* whence the notion that ’'Ayap was the 
Arabian name for Sinai. Cf. Chrys. : ’^Ayap iX^yero ?? rh Bk 2a'a 6pm 

06703 fAeSepiM'i-ive^orai ahr^v yXiorry, This is a pleasant fancy, but it 

lacks evidence ; and it discredits Chrys. ’s topographical reliability that be places 
the mountain adjacent to Jerusalem, explaining <rvu(rroix^i by dirr^rai 

1 Cf. p. 265. 
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The defection of the Galatians was an inexpressible amaze- 
ment to the Apostle ; it had so falsified the promise of their 
early career. The only explanation -was that it was not 
their own doing. They had been misled. The Judaists 
accused him of plausibility, unscrupulous persuasiveness, Cf. 1. la 
and he retorts the charge. It was their ' persuasion ' that 
had wrought 'the mischief, and it was a wicked persuasion;: 
it was not God that had inspired it. The Judaists were 
a little coterie ; indeed it was all the doing of one man, 
that energetic organiser of the propaganda, and the success 
of his machinations exemplified the proverb that ' a little 
leaven leavens the whole mass.' The responsibility rested 
with him, and the Apostle not only exonerated his converts 
but confidently anticipated that they 'would see reason. 

How preposterous the situation was ! ^ The Judaists on the 
one hand were persecuting him' for preaching salvation by • 
faith in Ghrist and thus ruling out circumcision, and on the 
other hand they charged him with admitting and proclaiming 
the necessity of circumcision. It was past patience ; and 
the Apostle is here betrayed by his exasperation into the one 
■coarse sentence in all his extant correspondence. ' Would,' 
he cries, ' that those sticklers for circumcision would go the 
whole length in the way of mutilating the flesh 1 ' 

2 Look you, I Paul tell you that, 'if you be circumcised, 

3 Christ will profit you nothing. And I testify again to every 

: : ; man' Who B to circumcision, that lie is bound to.' 

: .440 the whole Law. "You are removed from Christ’s sphere 
of operation^ inasmuch as you are being accounted righteous 
■ ,5"in that of Law;, you are banished from Grace. As for us,' ■ 
it is by the Spirit on the score of faith that we are expecting 

6 the fulfilment of the hope of righteousness. For in Christ 
Jesus it is neither circumcision that is of any avail, nor un- 
circumcision, but faith operative through love. 

7 You were running honourably: who has checked you in 
8 your course of obedience to the truth-? ^ The ^persuasion® 

^ KCLT'qpyrid'j^re dwh rod XpLcrroO^ constructiQ prmgnans^ * Invalidated by being 
separated from Christ* Cf. Rom. vii, 2, 6, 

® The Apostle’s favourite metaphor of the foot-race In the stadium. Cf. li. 2 j 
I Cor. ix. 24-29 ; Phil, iii. 13, 14 1 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. ivK&wrnp, a military term, 

*cut up a road* to render it impassable (cf. I Th. ii, iS). The variant 
though supported only by a fev/ minuses., is very attractive, since dvaKOTtreiv was 
used of the warders of the course {pa^Bodxot, fiaartyo^Spoi) * beating back * a 
runner who violated the rules (cf. 2 Tim. ii. 5) and expelling him from the lists. 
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9 did not come from Him who is calling you. ‘ A little leaven 
JO leavens the whole mass/ I have confidence in you in the 
Lord that you will take no other view ; and your disturber 
SI will bear the condemnation, whoever he may be. And m 
for me, brothers, if I am still proclaiming circumcision, why 
am I still being persecuted ? In that case the stumbling- 
13 block of the Cross ^ is invalidated. Would that your 
unsettlers would mutilate themselves outright i - 

In the churches of Galatia as in those of Macedonia and 
indeed all the Gentile communities which the Apostle 
evangelised,^ the Judaists found a specious argument in the 
persistence among his converts of the low standard of 
heathen ethic. They adduced it as an evidence of their 
allegation that the Gospel of Justification by Faith apart 
from Works issued in antinomianism. And so he concludes 
his letter with an inculcation of moral purity. It wtis indeed 
a blessed truth that the Gospel had emancipated believers 
from the bondage of the Law and freed them from its 
intolerable yoke ; but their liberty was not licence. The 
Galatians had grievous need of this w^arning. They ^vere a 
passionate and impulsive people, and the controversy had 
excited their animosities. It had banished love, and they 
were at each other's throats like quaiTelsome dogs. It is 
written that ' the beginning of strife is as wdien one letteth 
out water ' ; and so it proved in Galatia. When the 
barrier of love was broken dowm, the fun flood of evil passions 
was let loose and poured forth its devastating tide. 

And what was the remedy ? In our complex nature there 
are two domains — the flesh, wdiich in fallen man is the seat 
of sinful passions ; and the spirit, the side of our nature 
wiiich is akin to God and which is dominated by His Hoh” 
Spirit. And the secret of holiness lies in resolutely eschewing 
the former and dwelling in the latter and responding to its 

^ A twofold ffKdpdaXop: (i) the idea of a crucified Messiah, since the Jews 
were ♦^T^jectiiig a victorious King ,* (2) the necessity of an atonement, since on 
tlieir view the Law — repentaj^ce and ceremonial olxservancc — sufficed. 

* dvaa-rarovv, * disturb by political commotion ’ {cf. Ac. xvii. 6 ; xxi. 38). 
Colloquially in Common Greek ‘drive out of bouse and home,’ Uipset.’ Cf. 
■Moulton and Milligan, VccaL diroKorpopTai, like the emasculated priests of 
Cybele (Suid. : TdWot' oi dirdKOTroi), Chrys. : e/ (j.i) 7 r€pLTiP.vicr&uffa» 

libpov dXXd KoX 7 repLfcoTrriado)(F 0 (,p. ^ Cf. p. 161. 
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hallowed instincts. It is against the works of the flesh that 
the Law is directed ; and if we yield to the spirit’s impulses, 
then the restraint of Law is unnecessary. 

IS It was with a view to freedom, brothers, that you were called ; 
only do not make your freedom an outlet for the flesh.^ No. 

14 through love be one another’s slaves. For all the Law is fulfilled 
in a single precept ; ‘ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.’ 

15 But if you snarl and snap at one another, beware lest you be 
consumed by one another. 

16 Here is my meaning : Comport yourselves by the spirit, and 
i7no desire of the flesh will you ever perform. For the desire of 

the flesh is so against the spirit’s and the spirit’s so against 
that of the flesh— for these are mutually antagonistic— that 
18 whatever things you will you may not do. But if you are led 
by the spirit, you are not under Law. 

That there may be no misunderstanding and no evasion The worts 
the Apostle descends to particulars and specifies the evils an* he*'** 
which belong to the domain of the flesh and the graces which fruu of the 
grow in the soil of the spirit. The former he designates ‘ the 
works of the flesh ’ and the latter ‘ the fruit of the spirit,’ 
since the former are the unaided operations of our sinful 
nature, while the latter are nourished by heavenly grace as 
the harvest is nourished by the sunshine and the rain. 

' Why,’ says St. Chrysostom, ' does he call them “ the fruit 
of the spirit ” ? Because the evil works arise from ourselves 
alone. Wherefore he calls them “works”; whereas the 
good need not only our own diligence but also the philan- 
thropy of God.’ The works of the flesh are a dark chaos, 
but the fruit of the spirit is a vital growth, an organic 
development. They fall into a triple triad: 'love, joy, 
peace ’—love yielding joy, and joy peace; ‘long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness ’ — kindness being more than long- 
suffering, and goodness, the inward character, more than 
kindness, its outw'ard expression ; ‘ fidelity, meekness, self- 
restraint ’—fidelity being possible without meekness, and 

» (cf. Rom. vii. 8, II ; 2 Cor. v. 12, xi. 12) is used in a 4**’ 0. papyrus 

letter of the efflux or escape of water ; /at; $€X7j<rxi^ ofjy, Ki'>pic^ pupc Ifieivai] iKrh 
iip.<2p avpLov dcpopfi^v roO iidarot etVa dvvi]$C}fJL€F voricrai top fiiyav K\r;pop^ 

* please then, sir, do not stay away from us to-morrow because of the outflow of 
the water, that we may be able to irrigate the large holding/ Moulton and 
Milligan, 


2i6 life and letters OF ST. PAUL 


meekness being weakness unless it flows from self-restraint. 
And union with Christ ensures all these graces, since we 
are then crucified with Him, raised ^Yith Him, and live with 
Him. 

19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest. And these are 
so fornication, uncleaimess, indecency, idolatry, sorcery,* en- 
mities, strife, jealousy, frenzies, intrigues, divisions, factions, 
ai envies, drunken bouts, revelries, and so forth — ^things of which 
I warn you, as I have already done, that those who practise 
ss the like will not inherit the Kingdom of God. But the fruit 
of the spirit is love, joy, peace ; long-suffering, kindness, 
33 goodness ; fidelity,^ meekness, self-restraint. Against the 
3+ like there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and its desires. 

Thedutyof A holy life is in the first instance personal, but it exhibits 
chanty. One’s sodal relations ; and so after bidding his 

cf. ver. ts readers ‘ comport themselves by the spirit,’ referring to their 
individual behaviour, the Apostle now further exhorts them 
to ‘ march by the spirit,’ referring to their mutual intercourse. 
It is a military term, and it expresses the duty of loyalty to 
one’s comrades, especially in this instance the duty of be- 
friending the weak and raising the fallen. It was a needful 
counsel ; for in their zeal against the alleged antinomianism 
of the Gospel the Judaists had dealt ruthlessly with moral 
delinquencies, and it appears that there was a particular 
case where the offender had been mercilessly handled and 
: expelled from the Church’s communion. This, in the 

Apostle’s judgment, was a violation of Christian charity. 
Discipline is indeed a necessary office of the Church, but its 
aim is not the destruction but the restoration of the sinner. 
He. is an erring brother, and the Church’s concern is not to 
condemn but to ‘ restore ’ him, even as a physician knits a 
broken limb or a fisherman repairs a tom net. Severity is 
the spirit of Pharisaism, not the law of Christ. It is un- 

* Traffic with astrologers, fortune-tellers, and the like. Cf. Chrj’s. /« Ca/. /. 

JSftsL ad Gal. 7 ; ‘ Many Greek customs are kept among some of oiir people — 
omens and auguries, and tokens, and observations of clays, and the casting of horo- 
scopes, and the scripts full of all manner of impiety which, as soon as their children 
are born, they put together to avert evil from their head.* Cf. Milligan, Gk. 
Pap. 47 — a 3^^ c. specimen of those magical incantations. 

? vlans, cf. Mt xxiii. 23 ; Rom. iii, 3 ; Tit. ii. io» 
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becoming in the truly ' spiritual ’ ; and the Apostle repro- 
bates it by two trenchant considerations. One is the liability 
of the best of men to fall and find themselves in sore need 
of charity. And the other is the imperfection even of the 
highest achievement. It is easy to be proud and censorious 
if we compare ourselves with others and exalt ourselves at 
their expense ; but it humbles us when we consider how far at 
the best we have fallen short of our possibilities and oppor- 
tunities. And this is the ultimate test. ‘ Each will bear 
his own load.' We are like ships homeward bound. What 
counts is the cargo which each is bringing, and it were a 
sorry boast that one has a better cargo than another. It 
may still be a poor cargo, and the just boast is not that one’s 
cargo is better than another’s but that it is full and precious. 

*5 If we live by the spirit, let us also march by the spirit.* 

26 Let us not turn vain-glorious, provoking one another, 
vt I envying one another. Brothers, if a man be detected in some 
trespass, you, the spiritual, restore ^ the offender in a spirit 
of meekness. Have an eye to yourself, lest you also be 

2 tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and thus you will 

3 fulfil the Law of Christ.® For if one fancies he is something 

4 while he, is nothing, he is deluding himself. But let each 
prove his own work,* and then what he is himself will be his 
only ground of boasting and not what his neighbour is. 

5 For each will bear his own load.® 


It is characteristic of impulsive natures that their gem ‘ 
impulses quickly flag; and so it was vdi,’ hut 
They started bravely on the Chris^nerosity to the Apos e 
tired ; they were lavish iv 'A but their affection presen y 
whenhefri.-..- Sum ' aBd tecentty they had 

cooled and they turne S somewhat sordid fashion. 
cSaSSd their disposition ^ ^ 

... j « step in ™ 

1 rrrolYdln .r V ^ 

1 p, Phil. iu. 16. 

the Law of Christ o r Hoad ® 

:.a-.'ship*s,-* cargro 
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those days when as yet there was no writh 
record of the Lord’s ministry and teaching 
tradition, and there was an order of ‘ teachers ’ 
who had it by heart and, after the Jewish n 
the churches in it by dint of repetition.^ It 
w'ork, and the catechist was entitled to rem 
was a debt of honour, and in th'' ''-st flush of th 
the Galatians would gladly it ; but a 

abated, they fretted and bt - . 1 it. It 

base dereliction, and the justly 

it with indignant reprobatioi^;^| L^ deals w 
wont in a large spirit and pnJ 

involved 


He quotes the 

man sows, this will he also reaj^fek 
by two conditions. One is th^^' 
sow wheat, and you reap whe^p 
tares. And the other is the qv||^ 
a poor harvest. This is a law 
Nature is not mocked. And t® 
moral domain. Here there aiS 
flesh and the immortal spirit ; anS 
harvest. The harvest of the fleshi 
it decays and perishes. But the q 
harvest which it yields is eternal, 
of the Galatians’ ungenerous beha\ 
in perishable soil, 
le worldly enricl 


* Cf. Job io. 8. 
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honourable thing,’ and the difficulty is a challenge to our 
faith and courage. 



6 And let one who is being taught the Word by rote give his 

7 teacher a share in all his goods. Be not deceived : God is not 
mocked. ‘ Whatever a man sows, this will he also reap.’ 

8 For one who sows in the soil of his own flesh, of the flesh will 
reap corruption j while one who sows in the soil of the spirit 

9 will reap a life eternal. And let us do the honourable thing and 
never lose heart ; for at the proper season we shall reap if 

10 we do not faint. So then, while the season is ours, let us be 
doing the work of goodness by all, especially by the household 
of the Faith. 


The argument is now complete, and the Apostle, after his riie sign- 
wont,^ takes the pen from his amanuensis that he may 


;henf e the letter by his autograph. As a rule the 
vas merely a benediction, but in his affectionate 
r his erring converts he expands it into a personal 
atigue and anxiety had unnerved him, and as 
jug hand shaped the words with more than the 
uncouthness, he playfully apologised for the 
rawl. ‘ See,’ he says, ‘ with what large letters 
to you with my own hand.’ ** Yet he persists, 
at there were pusillanimous souls among the 
ts in Galatia who had been intimidated by 
ce and, though they cared nothing for the Larv, 
zeal for it and sought to prove it by active 
_ tism. All their concern was to escape persecution 
the Cross ; and thus, as the Apostle could testify, they 
the supreme benediction. The Cross was his only 
The Galatians remembered how he had been stoned Ao. xiv. ic> 
Jew^ at Lystra. He still bore the scars on his body 
e stripes of the lictors’ scourge, and these were no Cf. a cor. 
ring mutilation ; they were a sacred seal, more sacred 
than the boasted circumcision of the Judaists. Even 


epistolary aorist (cf. Moulton’s Winer, p. 347). Taking it as an 
aorist ( I have written ’), Chrys. regards the sentence as retrospective, 
;.to the entire letter, and supposes that in this instance the Apostle did 
’ 3y an amanuensis, since it was a stern letter and he would have no 
hear his reproofs ; * which was a token of much generosity.* But in 
rved no such secrecy (cf. i. 2), 
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the chinches in it by dint of repetition.* 
work, and the catechist was entitled to 
was a debt of honour, and in the first flush c 
the Galatians would gladly render it; bi 
abated, they fretted and begrudged it. 
base dereliction, and the Apostle might ju 
it with indignant reprobation ; but he dea 
wont in a large spirit and unfolds the lofty 
involved. He quotes the ancient prover 
man sows, this will he also reap.’ 2 Xhe har 
by two conditions. One is the sort of see 
sow wheat, and you reap wheat ; sow tai 
tares. And the other is the quality of the 
a poor harvest. This is a law of Nature, an 
h.iture is not mocked. And the law hok 
moral domain. Here there are fwn c/n" 


Cf. Job iv. 8. Schol. on Plat Pkadr. 260 

ta Upaffav. Tapjj/crat U M rw ctIxov^ * d 5i 
al TrdXiv * ^Ss Si fcaxa crvelpeif 
Ut sementem feceris. 


D : iwi rwy roiaur^ 
KaKk 

B€pm KaKd wvLiffiv. ’ Ck's-. ^ 

5, ita. metes,* 

Cf. Hat. iy.;435 : t(rm\yalpj^ St SwA:/3ar«, rh \r)fbji€vov 
aXd. The mamm is ascribed. to Solon, , 
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thing/ and the difficulty is a challenge to our 


faith and courage. 


6 And let one who is being taught the Word by rote give his 

7 teacher a share in all his goods. Be not deceived : God is not 
mocked. ‘ Whatever a man sows, this will he also reap,’ 

8 For one who sows in the soil of his own flesh, of the flesh 'will 
reap corruption ; while one who sows in the soil of the spirit 

9 will reap a life eternal And let us do the honourable thing and 
never lose heart; for at the proper season we shall reap if 

to we do not faint. So then, while the season is ours, let us be 
doing the work of goodness by all, especially by the household 
of the Faith. 


The argument is now complete, and the xApostle, after his The sign- 
wont,^ takes the pen from his amanuensis that he may 
authenticate the letter by his autograph. As a rule the 
autograph was merely a benediction, but in his affectionate 
solicitude for his erring converts he expands it into a personal 
message. Fatigue and anxiety had unnerved him, and as 
his trembling hand shaped the words with more than the 
accustomed uncouthness, he playfully apologised for the 
ungainly scrawl ' See,' he says, ' \vith what large letters 
I am writing to you with my own hand.' ^ Yet he persists. 

It seems that there were pusillanimous souls among the 
Gentile converts in Galatia w^ho had been intimidated by 
Jewish violence and, though they cared nothing for the La'w, 
professed zeal for it and sought to prove it by active 
proselytism. All their concern w^as to escape persecution 
for tlie Cross ; and thus, as the Apostle could testify, they 
missed the supreme benediction. The Cross was his only 
boast. The Galatians remembered how he had been stoned Ac. xiv. 19 
by the Jews at Lystra. He still bore the scars on his body 
and the stripes of the lictors' scourge, and these were no c/. 2 cor. 
disfiguring mutilation ; they were a sacred seal, more sacred 
by far than the boasted circumcision of the Judaists. Even 

' Cf. p. 155. 

2 iypafa, epistolary aorist (cf. Moulton’s Winer, p. 347). Taking it as an 
ortlinary aorist I have written’), Chrys. regards the sentence as retrospective, 
referring to tlie entire letter, and supposes that in this instance the Apostle did 
not employ an amanuensis, since it w’as a stern letter and he would have no 
third party hear his reproofs ; * which was a token of much generosity.’ But in 
fact he observed no such secrecy (cf. i. 2), 
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as heathen votaries branded the symbols of their deities 
on their arms and necks, so his scars were ‘ the brands of 
Jesus,' and he wore them proudly before the world. His 
person was sacrosanct. 

11 See with what large letters I am writing to you 
la with my own hand. As many as wish to show a fair 

FACE IN THE FLESH, THEY IT IS THAT ARE COMPELLING YOU 
TO SUBMIT TO CIRCUMCISION, ALL TO ESCAPE BEING PERSE- 
13 CUTED FOR THE CROSS OF CHRIST. FOR THOSE WHO ARE 
SUBMITTING TO CIRCUMCISION DO NOT EVEN KEEP THE LAW 
THEMSELVES ; NO, THEY WISH YOU TO SUBMIT TO IT THAT 

14 THEY MAY BOAST IN YOUR FLESH. BuT FAR BE IT FROM 
ME TO BOAST EXCEPT IN THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JeSUS 

Christ, through which ^ the world has been crucified 

15 TO ME AND I TO THE WORLD. FOR NEITHER CIRCUMCISION 
NOR UNCIRCUMCISION IS ANYTHING, BUT A NEW CREATION.* 

Pss. cxxy. 16 And as many as MARCH BY THIS RULE, ‘PEACE* BE UPON 
|. cxxviii. them and MERCY, EVEN ‘ UPON THE ISRAEL ’ OF GOD. 

17 Henceforth let no one annoy me; for I bear on my 

BODY THE BRANDS OF JeSUS.® 

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 

SPIRIT, BROTHERS. AMEN. 

The des- The letter would be despatched immediately ; for the 
letter. situation demanded prompt intervention. If he might, the 
Cf. iir. so. Apostle would have hastened in person to Galatia and 
reasoned with his deluded converts face to face ; but this 

• The antecedent of oS is probably ry <rTttvp<?, If it were 
h $ wonld be mcare natural, 

• (i) the act of creating {c£. Rom. i. 20)1 (2) the creation, the totality 
of created things (cf. Rom. viii. 22) ; (3) a creature, a single created thing (cf, 
Heb. iv. 13). 

• ffriyiia occurs in various connections. Cf, Wetstein, A thievish or runaway 
slave was branded on the forehead with the letter F {fur ox fu^ttvus)^ whence he 
was designated a (rny/Mindij litteratus^ notcUus^ inscriptus (cf. Becker, trix/te 
p, 222 ) ; criminals were similarly branded ; and soldiers sometimes tattooed their 
commander’s name on their arms. None of these references, however, is suitable 
here, not even the last, since the soldier’s (rriyfia was merely occasional. The 
religious custom of branding symbols of a heathen deity on the body is exempli- 
fied in the action of Ptolemy Philopator when he compelled the Jews to be 
branded with an ivy-leaf, the emblem of Dionysus (cf. 3 Macc. ii. 29). This is 
probably the Apostle’s reference : the Lord’s sacra nota were on his body, and 
these made his person sacrosanct. It is an unfortunate suggestion that he play- 
fully ■ represents ' himself as protected by m charm ■. (Deissmaan, BibL 
HP- 349 ff-)- 
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was meanwMle impossible. He was needed at Antioch, and 
writing was the only way. He would despatch the letter 
without delay, and he would doubtless entrust it not to a mere 
courier but to some ‘ beloved brother and faithful minister cf. coi i» 
and fellow-slave in the Lord ' who could, in some measure, 
supply his place and reinforce his w'ritten argument. Per- 
haps it was Silas. He was well qualified for the office alike 
by his personal character and by his acquaintance with the 
Galatian churches. 
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‘ Micantis more lampadis 
Perfundit orbem radiis, 

Fugat errorum tenebras 
Ut sola regnet veritas.’ 

Latin Hymn. 

I 

THE SETTING FORTH 

Paul must have required a season of repose after the labour 
and anxiety of his second mission, but this was denied him. 
The world’s need of Christ was like an importunate voice in 
his ears, and the unhappy plight of his Galatian churches 
w'as a heavy burden on his heart. He must straightway 
gird himself for another mission, and hasten first of all to 
Galatia and reinforce his letter by personal ministration. 
His stay at Syrian Antioch was therefore brief. He ' put 
in some time,’ says the historian, indicating a season of 
impatient detention by mechanical though necessary em- 
ployments ; ^ and from the subsequent narrative it appears 
what the chief of these was. 

There was always much poverty in Jerusalem, and it 
would seem that these were hard times in the city, and the 
^ humbler sort of the Jewish Christians were in sore straits. 
. Paul had observed their destitution during his recent visit, 
and he recognised here at once a duty and an opportunity. 
Already the Antiochene Christians had generously succoured 
the distress of their Jewish fellow-Christians, and they had 
. pledged themselves to continue their benefaction as occasion 
arose ; ^ but the need was great and ever increasing with 
the growth of the Church. The bounty of Antioch was in- 

^ iroti<ra$ cf. Mt xx. 12 (where ttoluv is contemptuously 

contrasted with pa^rtd^eiy rh ^ipm iffiipas ) ; Ac. xv. 33, xx. 3 ; Ja. iv. 13. 

V, • Cf. p. 73. . 
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sialficient, and Paul proposed that the Antiochene Church, 
as the mother of Gentile Christendom, should call upon her 
daughters to share the responsibility, and should authorise 
him to organise in every Gentile community a contribution 
for the relief of ' the poor among the saints at Jerusalem/ cf. Rom. 
His proposal was hecirtily approved. The Church not only Sn 
furnished him with the authority he desired, but associated Cf. 2Cor. 
with him, apparently, two of its members as his coadjutors Ip'; 
in the enterprise. One of these was Titus, that young 
Antiochene who had attended Paul and Barnabas on their 
errand of charity to Jerusalem seven years previously ; and 
his appointment was a felicitous, perhaps an intentional, 
stroke of policy. The association in the Apostle's company 
of the Gentile whom he had refused to circumcise at the 
bidding of the Judaists,^ and of Timothy w-hom he had 
afterwards circumcised in consideration of his Jewish ante- 
cedents, was an impressive demonstration of his attitude 
toward the Law and an effective rejoinder to his Judaist 
calumniators. 

It was pure charity that dictated the organisation of a healing 
the relief fund, yet it promised at the same time to serve 
an ulterior end. So practical a demonstration of Christian Cf. 2 Cor. 
brotherhood could hardly fail in commending the Gentile 
converts to the Jewish Church and in putting the Judaists 
to shame. Paul recognised in it the possibility of beneficent 
and far-reaching results. He anticipated the healing of the Cf, Rom. 
disastrous breach in the East, and he foresaw^' that this would 
facilitate his farther ministry in the West and especially 
in the imperial capital which was already the goal of his 
desire. 

It was probably in the month of July that he set forth with Departure 
liis companions on his third mission. Galatia was his imme- SUS 
diate destination, and he would travel hastily by the over- 
land route through the Cilician Gates.® He would visit the 
Galatian churches in succession — at Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, visitation 
and Pisidian Antioch. The historian intimates merely churchS” 
that ' he made an orderly progress through the country, ac. sviii, 
and confirmed all the disciples ' ; but, brief as it is, the 
record is significant. It shows that the Apostle's purpose 

I * Cf. p. 74. * Cf. p. 104. 
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was achieved. His letter and the ministration of Silas— if he 
was indeed its bearer— had turned the tide of disaffection 
and won back the ever impetuous Galatians to their allegi- 
ance ; and his visit completed the good work. He had the 
happiness of seeing his converts re-established in the Faith, 
and they gave practical assurance of their sincerity. Not 
only did they adopt the financial proposal and pledge them- 
selv^ to Its support, but they furnished a fresh recruit to 
ms httle band of fellow-workers in the person of Gains of 
Derbe. At all events Gains was with him at Ephesus and 
accompanied him thence to Achaia ; and the probabUity 
IS that he joined the Apostle in his progress through Galatia. 


ministry AT EPHESUS 

His destination on quitting Galatia was already fixed. He 
had promised the Ephesians when he visited them on his way 
to Jerusalem, that he would return and gratify their desire 
to hear more of his doctrine ; and now he hastens to redeem 
IS pledge. If two full months be allowed for his ministry 
m Galatia, it would be about the beginning of October when 
he took his departure from Pisidian Antioch and turned his 
steps westward. The ordinary route was the busy highway 
along the valley of the Lycus and the Maeander, but this he 
avoided and, holding to the north, travelled across the 
sparsely peopled uplands. His reason was twofold— not 
only his old dread of venturing into that sweltering pass in 
die heat of autumn,^ but a desire to expedite his arrival at 
Ephesus. Had he followed the trade route, he must have 
lingered by the way to preach at Coloss®, Laodicea, and other 
cities , and meanwhile he had a larger design. Ephesus was 
nis goal, and if he won her, he would win Asia,^ 

CL'p. 122. ■ 

r ® ’■epresents Paul as visiting Smyrna in the 

course, apparently, of this journey from Galatia to Ephesus and steyinjthere wiUi 
SUat^as ason o Eunice the daughter of Lois and thus a brother of XimoThJ 
The passage so abounds m palpable inaccuracies as to possess no historical value. 

from his route, and in any case he was in haste to reach 

■:l>pncsus and' would liHgeT Bowherc* ■ ■ ' ' 
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For Ephesus was justly styled ' the Light of Asia.’ ^ She xheoapiia' 
was the capital of that magnificent Province, the seat of the 
imperial Proconsul, and moreover the centre of that im- 
portant confederation, the Asiarchate,® It was ever theXhoAsiar. 
wise policy of Rome to reconcile her subject peoples to her 
dominion by respecting their amour fropre and according 
them the utmost measure of autonomy compatible with 
their imperial relationship ; and a conspicuous example is 
the organisation of the chief cities of each province into a 
confederation or union.® These unions were mainly religious. 

They fostered the imperial idea by establishing the worship 
of the Emperor and erecting temples in his honour. Each 
city had its temple and priesthood, and the provincial High 
Priest was termed ‘ the Ruler ’ of the Province. Thus, 

Galatia had its Galatarch, Bithynia its Bithyniarch, Pam- 
phylia its PamphyUarch, and Asia its Asiarch. His principal 
function was the supervision of the cult of the Emperor 
throughout the province, but he was charged also wxth the 
presidency of games and festivals and the erection of monu- 
ments. The chief of these provincial unions was that of 
Asia ; and the Asiarch was, next to the Proconsul, the most 
important personage in the Province. He held office only 
for a term, whether a single year or, as seems more probable, 
a quinquennium ; and since, like the Jewish High Priest,^ 
he retained his title after the expiry of his term, there was cr. Ac. xix 
a college of Asiarchs at Ephesus — the acting Asiarch and 
the Asiarchs emeriti. Combining national sympathy and 
imperial allegiance, they exerted a healing influence in the 
State, and served the cause of order on occasions of popular 
tumult. 

Ephesus was not only the capital of the Province of Asia, Com- 
but the leading city of Asia Minor; and she ow’ed herproTpSity 
abounding prosperity, in the first instance, to her geographical 
position.® Situated close to the mouth of the river Cajfstros, 
she was a busy seaport with extensive docks despite the 

* Plin. Nai. Hist. v. 31 : ‘lumen Asiae.’ 

* Cf. Lightfoot, Apost. Path. n. iii. pp. 404-415. 

’ Koivtiv, commune. 

* Cf. The Days of His Flesh, p. 464. 

‘ On the city of Ephesus cf. Strabo, 639-42. 
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troublesome accumulation of alluvial deposit ; and it assured 
her an enormous commerce that she was the western terminus 
of the important trade route to the Euphrates, 
a'istfnaion' famous also in literature and art. The catalogue 

■ of her distinguished sons includes the names of the philo- 
sopher Heracleitos and his friend Hermodoros who so pro- 
v^oked the jealousy of the citizens that they banished him, 
bidding him, if he would surpass his fellows, surpass them 
elsewhere,^ and who acted as interpreter to the Roman 
Decemvirs when they drew up their Twelve Tables, the 
foundation of Roman jurisprudence, after the model of the 
laws of Solon ; * the poet Hipponax ; the painters Parrhasios 
and ApeUes ; and in later times Alexander, who was styled 
‘ the Lamp ’ for his many-sided brilliance as an orator, a 
statesman, an historian, a poet, an astronomer, and a 
geographer. 

;| i^>e Her principal glory, however, was her Temple of Artemis, 

Artemis. which ranked as one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient 
woiid.^ The original temple had been burned to the ground 
on the night when Alexander the Great was born, having 
been fired by Herostratos, an ambitious madman who, 
since he could not achieve fame, coveted notoriety.^ It 
was, however, rebuilt on a larger scale and in greater magnifi- 
cence. Its walls and pillars were gleaming marble, and the 
interior w'^as fitted with ivory, cypress, and cedar.® Its 
length w'as four hundred and twenty-five feet, and its breadth 
two hundred and tw^enty ; while its stately columns, num- 
bering a hundred and twenty-seven and each erected by 
a king, were sixty feet in height.® It was two hundred 
and twenty years in building, and the enormous cost was 
defrayed by the whole of Asia with a splendid devotion like 
cf. Ex. Israel's at the maldng of the Tabernacle in the Wilderness, 
XXXV. 20- women contributing their jew^els and ornaments.’^ 

^ Strabo, 642 : (pAvrev ijfjLicav 6vr}i(rT0S €l Si jnij, dWy re xai fier^ 

dWcvv. Cf. Cic. Tzisc. Quccsf. v. 36, 

„ ■ ® Strabo, 642. . 

* Cf. Phil, .Eyzant. De Sept. Orb. Sped. 

^ Cf. Strabo, 640; Plut. J/ex. 3; Cic. De Not. Dear. ii. a;; Val. Max, 
VIII. 14. 

* FI in. N'af. Hist. XVL 79. 

® Ibid. XXXVI. 21. 


^ Stmbo, 


THE THIRD MISSION 


227 


The chief treasure of the temple was an image of the The 
goddess — a pedestal surmounted by a bust which was studded ® 

with breasts symbolising fecundity. So worn and blackened 
with age that it was impossible to determine whether the 
material was ivory or ivy-wood,^ it accorded ill with the 
magnificence of its surroundings ; nevertheless it wns 
hallowed by antiquity and by the tradition that, like other cf, Ac. xis 
sacred images, it had fallen from heaven. 

Her temple conferred many advantages on Ephesus. The privi- 
One, though of doubtful value, was the privilege of asylum, as^^um. 
The sacrosanct area varied in extent from time to time. It 
had originally been limited to the sacred precincts, but 
Alexander the Great increased it to a radius of tW'O hundred 
yards, ^ and Mithridates still farther to the length of a bow^- 
shot, which again was doubled by Mark Antony, so that a 
portion of the city was included. This, however, proved 
mischievous inasmuch as it afforded impunity to criminals, 
and it was reduced by the Emperor Augustus.® 

A more profitable advantage was the prosperity which The silver- 
accrued to the city from the presence of the temple in her 
midst. 'The Great Goddess Artemis ' was the supreme cy Ac. 
deity of the Province; and, since the temple at Ephesus 
was her chief shrine, multitudes of worshippers trooped 
thither, especially in the month named after her Artemisios, 
when solemn assemblies and festivals were held in her honour. 

These brought wealth to the city. They naturally desired 
to carry home memorials of their visits, and to meet this 
requirement silver models of the temple were manufactured.^ 

It was a lucrative industry, and the silversmiths of Ephesus cf. Ac. 
were an influential guild. The city owed much to her 
temple, and it is no wonder that she gloried in it and styled 
herself ' the Sacristan of the Great Goddess Artemis,' en- c/. Ac. 
graving the title on her coins and accounting it her proudest 
boast. 

The religion of Ephesus had a viler side. Gross darlaiess 
covered even ' the Light of Asia.' 

^ Plin. KaL Hist, XVI. 79. 

* Precisely, a stadium, i.e, 606J foot. 

* Strabo, 641. 

* Cf. Herod. IL 63 ; Diod. Sic. i. 97, XX. 24* 
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‘ They say this town is full of cozenage ; 

As, nimble jugglers that deceive the eye, 
Dark-working sorcerers that change the mind. 
Soul-killing witches that deform the body. 

Disguised cheaters, prating mountebanks. 

And many such-like liberties of sin.' * 

She was the chief home of oriental magic, and ‘ the Ephesian 
Letters ’ were famous all over the world — charms and in- 
cantations credited with sovereign efficacy in averting evil 
and procuring good luck. An anecdote is told of an Ephesian 
wrestler who encountered a Milesian at the Olympic Games 
and proved victorious until it was observed that he wore 
a charm on his ankle ; and when this was removed he was 
worsted in thirty bouts.® 

On his arrival at Ephesus the Apostle found a lodging in 
the house of his friends Aquila and Priscilla, whom he had 
left there on bus way to Jerusalem;® and he resumed, 
doubtless in company with Aquila, his old craft of tent- 
making. They had not been idle in the service of the Gospel 
during the interval, and they had an interesting experience 
to relate. A remarkable personage had appeared at 
Ephesus. This was Apollos, a native of Alexandria, dis- 
tinguished, as became one nurtured in that brilliant city, 
for his learning and eloquence.* He was a Jew, but he 
belonged to the school of John the Baptist. It was only a 
few of John’s disciples who had recognised Jesus as the 
Messiah. The majority of them remained outside the 
Church, and continued their master’s mission after his 
death, preaching his message and administering his baptism. 
They were distinguished from the Jews by their persuasion 
of the imminence of the Messiah’s Advent and their incul- 

* Shafc. Com. of Err. I. ii. 97-102. 

* Suidas under ypimiara. Cf. Plut. Sympos. vii. 5 ; Clem. Alex. 

Strom. I. XV. 73, v. viii. 45 ; Erasm. Adag. See a specimen of those magical 
papyri in Deissmann’s Light from the Ancient East, pp. 249 flf. 

® Cf. I Cor. xvi. 19, where (according to DEFG) Paul, writing at Ephesus, 
says : ‘ Aquila and Prisca with whom I lodge {yaf oh xal ievl^onaCj.’ Vulg. 
apud guos et hospitor. 

* Xiytos (Ac. xviii. 24) combined the ideas of eloquence and learning. It was 
an epithet of Hermes, the god of eloquence (cf. Luc. Gall. 2). Aristotle styled 
Theophrastus ‘the most learned (XoytfiroToi') of his disciples ’ (Strabo, 6i8). 


THE THIRD MISSION 


229 


cation of the duty of repentance in preparation for that 
consummation ; and they differed from the Christians in 
that they regarded His Advent as still future, whereas the 
latter believed that He had come and that He was Jesus. 

The sect had established itself at Alexandria, and it His 
possessed in Apollos an ardent and effective advocate. On fn'he'™*' 
arriving in Ephesus he preached in the Jewish synagogue synagogue, 
his gospel of the Coming Messiah, adducing in its support 
the testimony of the Prophetic Scriptures. This was the 
method of the Apostles and their successors in their reasonings 
with the Jews. They compiled collections of prophetic 
‘ testimonies ’ like Melito’s Selections from the Law and the 
Prophets r^arding the Saviour and All Our Faith ; ^ and it 
seems that the disciples of the Baptist had anticipated the 
method. Their collection of ‘ testimonies ' was appropriately 
entitled The Way of the Lord, referring to their master’s jo. i. 33; 
definition of his office, and Apollos had mastered it : he had f. 
it by heart.^ He accurately portrayed the Messiah as the 
prophets had foretold Him.® 

Aquila and Priscilla were among his hearers, and they instructed 
interviewed him and showed him wherein his message was 
lacking. It was indeed all true : it was the very Gospel Priscilla, 
which they preached ; but they had recognised a further 
truth which made a momentous difference : the Messiah 
had come, and He was Jesus* They showed how the story 
of Jesus answered, line by line, to the prophetic picture of 
the Messiah. The evidence was clear, and Apollos could not 
resist it. It did not contradict his faith ; it rather confirmed 
and completed it, and he forthwith embraced Christianity. 

^ iKXoyas re rod pdfiov Kat tQp vpoiprjrSiv nepl roO trtaTTjpo^ Kal watruis 
^icrr^m rjfxCjy (Eus. EccL IV. 26), Cf. Hatch, Ess, in BihL GL, pp. 203 ff. ; 

Burkitt, Gospel Hist, and its Transmission^ pp. 126 ff, * The testimony of 
the Christ ’ (i Cor. i. 6) is a designation of the Gospel. 

® Oddp rev Kvpiov. Cf. The Days of His Flesh, p. xvii. 

* Ac. xviii. 25. For rh, rc€pl rov Tt^otou (Jj^ABDEL, Vulg.), * the story of 
Jesus’ (Cf. Lk. xxiv, 19), one would expect rather rh irepl rod Xpiorod, *the 
things regarding the Messiah ’ ; but the phrase is employed from the Christian 
point of view. Though Apollos did not perceive it, the prophetic picture of the 
Messiah was a picture of Jesus (cf. Lk. xxiv. 27), 

* elpai rhv Xpurrhv ^Irioovr (cf. Ac. xviii. 5), not * Jesus was the Christ ’ (A.V,j 
R.V.), but ‘ the Christ was Jesus,’ They began with the prophetic picture of the 
Messiah, and then showed how the history of Jesus answered to it* 
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It happened that several Co™t““%!“‘'15;';rthev 
that jmictare ; and, charmed by the gilts ^ 

invited him to accompany them on their return horn . 
corllted and the little brotherhood of Ephesian ChnstiMS 
Priscilla, Epainetus, and the converts ‘hey 
„on-fumished him with a letter of commendation to the 
n-inrch at Corinth.i He proved conspicuously successM in 
Achaia alike in edifying the believers 

Tews; nevertheless, as presently appeared, his mimstry , 

Uirough no fault of his, an unfortunate issue, fostenng a 
spirit \hich wrought no small mischief m the Connthian 

^fpaul arrived at Ephesus Apollos had taken Ms depar- 
ture • but he encountered there a little company o John s 
dScikes about a dozen in number. Their position was 
different from that of Apollos. There were two sections in 
the Baptist’s school ; the majority who still ^ 

original attitude of expectation, and others who shai ed h 
suteequent recognition of the Messiahship of Jesus. Apollos 
SlonS the former. Of the latter some, like Andrew and 
' John\ad cast in their lot with Jesus and had witnessed the 
progress of His revelation ; but others dwelt remote and had 
no knowledge of the later developments ; and this imrn^ature 
typM sort of backwater of religious 

the Hellenistic world. It had its representatives at Ephesus. 
These were ‘ disciples,’ beUeving m Jesus, and this JE^mn- 
tiated them from the Jews; but on the other hand 
tiated them from theChristians that they were ignmramt of ^e 
Resurrection of the Lord and the Advent of the Hdy Spmt. 
They had been baptised with John ^ baptism of 
but they were strangers to the baptism of the H y P 
and the^ rich grace which it conveyed. Paul encountered 
this little community, isolated alike from the Synagogue an 

1 AccordingtotheampUficationof Ac. 

iiTLh^ixovvrh Ttr.es KopivQioL xal ^ ® , ^miaiOL iypa^Pav rots iv KoplvB^ 

r^v rarplda avrwV irvyKaray^vcra'^ros $€ avrov oi JP J ^ypeBdXero 

.nci }>(. nn visitine Acliaia greatly helped the Churches. 
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the Church ; and he acquainted them with the later develop- 
ment of the Christian revelation. They welcomed it, and 
entered into the full gladness of the Faith. 

The Apostle began his ministry at Ephesus after his His 
accustomed method. He addressed his first appeal to the 
Jews, preaching and reasoning in the synagogue amid ever 
increasing hostility until after three months he was forced 
to desist. There is little reference in the Book of Acts to 
the persecutions which he suffered at this crisis or indeed 
throughout his sojourn in the city ; but how fierce these 
were appears from incidental allusions in his correspondence. 

His life was in daily peril from the fury of that ‘ wild beast,' cf. i Cor. 
the mob ; and it would seem that he was haled before the 
magistrates and sentenced to scourging and imprisonment. «• =3- 
He quitted the synagogue with the disciples whom he had 
won ; and, hiring the lecture-hall of a rhetorician named 
Tyrannos, discoursed there daily betwixt ii a.m. and 4 p.m.^ 

These were the only possible hours. The rhetorician lectured 
in the morning,® and it was only when his class was over that 
his hall was available. Moreover the Apostle had to earn 
his daily bread, and since the working-day began at sunrise 
and ended an hour before the sultry noon-tide, it was only 
in the afternoon that he was free to preach and the populace 
to hear. 

Such was the beginning of his ministry at Ephesus ; and a The 
stirring and fruitful ministry it proved, lasting for two years 
and pervading the entire Province of Asia. It was the 
general populace of the city that he addressed after his tion, 
rupture with the synagogue, and its character presented at 
once peculiar opportunities and peculiar difficulties. Since 
Ephesus was the home of Eastern magic, it was steeped in 
superstition. It was infested with charlatans who professed 
to avert ill luck and dispel diseases by their charms and in- 
cantations. The theory in those days was that all dis- 
tempers were due to demonic possession, and the cure lay 
in the exorcism of the evil spirit.® The gift of healing was 

^ In Ac. xix. 9 Cod. Bez. (D) has air6 &pas Ti/jLTrifjs Iws BeKdrifjs. 

® Aug. Conf. VI. II; * Dubitamus pulsare quo aperiantur csetera ? Antemeri- 
dianis horis discipuli occupant ; caeteris quid facimus? cur non id agimus?’ 

» Cf. Da/s of His FUsh, pp. 105 ff. 
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one of the miraculous endowments of the Apostolic Church,* 
and Paul’s exercise of it at Ephesus at once promoted and 
embarrassed his ministry. It won him indeed a hearing 
and demonstrated that God was with him ; but at the same 
time it identified him in the eyes of the populace with the 
heathen adepts and excited the jealousy of the latter. 

The enthusiasm which his miracles aroused was boundless, 
and it was exhibited in a pathetic fashion. He was regarded 
as a magical personage. There was a miraculous efficacy 
in the touch of his hand and even in contact with his belong- 
ings : and he could not lay aside his napkin or the apron 
which he wore at his work without its being filched and 
carried to sick-rooms. It was indeed gross superstition, but 
it was natural in those heathen folk and there was faith 
behind it. Faith never misses its reward ; and the blind 
faith of those Ephesians was honoured like that of the poor 
woman at Capernaum who was persuaded that, if only she 
might touch the Master’s clothes, she would be healed of her 
hemorrhage. There was healing in the Apostle’s napkin 
even as in the tassel of the Lord’s robe. 

Nor did the superstition go uncorrected. The difference 
between Paul and the heathen adepts was attested by at 
least one notorious incident. Recognising the potency of 
the name of Jesus on his lips, they introduced it as an 
onomasiicon sacrum into their incantations. It chanced that 
two itinerant exorcists visited the city. They were brothers, 
and, like so many practitioners of black art in those days, they 
were Jews,® sons of a priest named Sceva.® There was an 
unhappy creature in the city, evidently a madman, subject 

* Cf. pp. 35 f. 

* The Jewish Essenes seem to have practised exorcism (cf. Lightfoot, Coloss. ^ 
p. Sgh 

® Luke tells the story just as he had heard it, and after the manner of popular 
tales it is somewhat confused. As it stands {Ac. xix. 13-16), it presents two 
difficulties, (i) It begins by speaking of seven exorcists (ver. 14), and presently 
of only two (vers. 16), the former number being perhaps a confusion with the 
demoniac’s ‘sevenfold’ possession (cf. The Da^^s o/JTzs Fleshy p. 207). (2) Sceva 
is styled a High Priest. Both are removed in the revised text of Cod. Bez. (D) : 
‘among whom also the sons of one Sceva, a priest, wished to do the same : they 
had a custom of exorcising such persons ; and they came in to the demoniac and 
began to invoke the Name, saying, “ We charge you by Jesus, whom Paul preaches^ 
to come forth.” ’ 
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to fits of violence. Insanity was accounted a phase, indeed 
the worst phase, of demonic possession ; and the two 
exorcists were summoned to deal with the case. If the 
man was a Jew, as he appears to have been, it was natural cr. ao. 
that his friends should resort to the Jewish practitioners. 

Aware of the difficulty of their task, the latter employed 
the hovel incantation which had of late proved so efficacious. 

Their adjuration irritated the patient. He had heard in his 
normal condition of Paul and his preaching of Jesus, and the 
familiar names excited his disordered mind. He broke into 
a frenzy. ‘ Jesus,’ he cried, ‘ I recognise, and Paul I know ; 
but you — who are you ? ’ and he sprang upon them like a 
wild beast. They were overpowered by his insane fury. 

Ere he was mastered their clothes were tom to shreds, and 
they escaped from the house severely mauled. 

The incident had important consequences. It had Salutary 
happened in a Jewish house, and thus it touched the Jewish 
community no less than the Gentile populace. The whole 
city was impressed, and the issue proves how justly the 
situation was appreciated. The inference was not that the 
magicians had been worsted by the Apostle in their own 
art but that magic was an unholy thing. The Ephesian 
Letters were discredited and contemned ; and the Christians 
who had dung to the superstition confessed their error and 
abjured it, and such of them as possessed magical papyri 
made a public bonfire of them. It was like the Florentine 
Holocaust of Vanities in the Piazza della Signoria in the days 
of Savonarola, and it involved no triffing sacrifice. The 
magicians sold their charms dear, and the value of the 
parchments which were cast into the flames was estimated 
at nigh £2000.^ 

It is an evidence of the hold which the Gospel had taken spread of 
of the city, and the conquest of Ephesus proved a far-reaching fhrough-^ 
triumph. She was the metropolis of Asia, and tidings of 
her gracious visitation quickly spread throughout the cf. 
Province. Paul remained within her gates, but his message f cor°’3tli ' 
travelled where his voice had never been heard, and churches 19- 
grew up which had never seen his face, not alone that little cf. coi. ii. 

I. 

^ 5OjOO0 drachmm, A drachmiss^ was worth some SJd* Cf . The Days of His 
Fleshy p, 310 . 
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group in the Lycus valley — at Colossse, Laodiceia, and 
Hierapolis — which he had occasion to counsel by letter 
some seven years later when he was a prisoner at Rome, 
but those at Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardes, and 
Philadelphia which St. John addresses in the Book of 
Revelation, and those at Magnesia, Tralles, and Miletus 
which St. Ignatius afterwards addressed. His companions, 
especially Timothy and Titus, would be active in this 
missionary enterprise, and Ephesian converts like Erastus 
would bear their part ; but the work was doubtless done 
chiefly by representatives of the various cities, like Epaphras 
and Philemon of Colossse and Nympha of Laodiceia. who 
, visited Ephesus, and there heard the Gospel from his lips 
and carried it home. 
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( 'orinthian 
Church. 


Ill 


Cf. 2 Cor. 
xii. x8. 


Cf. 2 Cor. 
viij. 10 - 13 , 
ix. 3. 


Asceticism 
and liber- 
tinism. 


TROUBLE AT CORINTH 

Thus prosperous was the Ephesian ministry, yet amid its 
manifold engrossments the Apostle was not neglectful of the 
interests of the Gospel elsewhere, nor unmindful of the 
churches which he had already established. That of Corinth 
engaged his special solicitude. It was an important com- 
munity, and soon after his arrival at Ephesus he had 
despatched Titus and the colleague whom the Antiochene 
Church had associated with him,^ to acquaint the Corintliians 
\rith his scheme for the relief of the poor at Jerusalem and 
enlist their sympathy and support. They had at the moment 
espoused it with enthusiastic alacrity, and the two deputies 
had returned to Ephesus with a pleasing report ; but in the 
autumn of the year 54 ^ the Apostle was troubled by the 
arrival of painful intelligence. 

That licentious city, where the chief shrine was the 
Temple of Aphrodite and immorality was not a vice but a 
cult, was a perilous abode for the new faith. It was difficult 


1 Cf. p. 223. 


* Cf* Appemii:.!, 
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for the Corinthian converts to break with their past and 
dissociate themselves from their environment ; and the 
inevitable issue was the emergence of two opposite tendencies, 
two antagonistic attitudes. One was asceticism ; and this 
was the natural resort of resolute souls touched by the 
ethical appeal of the Gospel. They accounted the flesh 
essentially evil, and insisted on its mortification. They 
practised abstinence in eating and drinking, and not merely Cf. i Cor. 
censured illicit intercourse betw’een the sexes but condemned 
the institution of marriage and enjoined celibac5^ The cf. i Cor. 
other tendency was more congenial to the natural mind, 
and it was the more dangerous since it was disguised by an 
affectation of superior spirituality. It agreed that the flesh 
was evil but accounted it as evanescent.^ The immortal 
spirit was the arena of religion, and the mortal flesh hud no 
religious value. Hence it mattered nothing what a man did 
with Iris body. He might indulge it as he would without 
damage to his spiritual life. The maxim wus : ‘ Everything i Cor. vj. 
is allowable for me. Foods for the belly, and the belly for 
foods : God will do away with both it and theirr.’ 

It was rank libertinism ; and it was boldly practised by a a case of 
section of the Chrrrch at Corinth. The scandal came to a 
head in a flagrant and shocking case. A nreirrber of the cf. i Cor. 
Church had formed an incestuous alliance with Iris step- '■ 
mother ® — an iniquity not only contrary to the Scriptures ft. Lev. 
but abhorrent even to pagan sentiment. The offender w'as 
a Gentile convert, arrd the partner of his sin w'as evidently 
still a heathen, since she is not included in the Apostle’s 
censure. This, in the case of a legitimate unioir, would have ( f. 2 Cor. 
been accounted an indiscretion, but it was merely a trivia! olnVii’ 
aggravation of so monstrous a transgression. 

Tidings of the scandal reached the Apostle’s ears. It a kst 
would be hotly resented by the ascetic section of the Corin- aauwil 
thian Church, and it is likely that, w^hen their remonstrances 
proved unavailing, they reported the situation to him and 
solicited his intervention. In any case he heard of it, and cf. 1 cor. 

, , ' Y, 9*11,* 

^ Cf. Iren. I. xx. 2 ; Epiplhin. Birr. XXVri. 5 : ykp elm <l>vXaKhv rb 

cr^'Ua. 

^ Theodrt. infers from 2 Cor. vii. 12 that the father was dead : Kal 
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he straightway wrote a letter of admonition. Like many 
others which he wrote in the course of his ministry, this letter 
has no place in his extant correspondence ; nor indeed is its 
disappearance surprising, since a document which was a 
memorial of her shame, would hardly be preserved in the 
. archives of the Corinthian Church, or, if it were, it would be 
jealously kept secret ; all the more that its publication was 
unnecessary inasmuch as it dealt with a purely local concern. 
It is, however, from the Apostle's testimony indubitable that 
the letter was actually written, and his allusions indicate 
Surviving xts trend ; and, moreover, by a happy chance in nowise 
fragments, at least two Considerable fragments of it have 

been incorporated in his extant correspondence with the 
Corinthian Church.^ 

Fragments of the First Letter to Corinth 
{i Cor. vi. 12-20) 

X2 ' Everything is allowable for me ' : yes, but it is not every- 
thing that is profitable. * Everything is allowable for me ' : 

13 yes, but I will not allow anything to master me. ' Foods for 
the belly, and the belly for foods : God will do away with both 
it and them.' The body, however, is not for fornication, but 

14 for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God both raised 

15 the Lord and will raise us up through His power. Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ ? Shall I, then, 
take the members of Christ and make them a harlot's members ? 

16 Away with the idea 1 Or do you not know that, when one is 
Gen. ii. 24. united with a harlot, they are one body ? For * the two,' it is 

17 said, * shall become one flesh.' But, when one is united to the 
Lord, they are one spirit. 

18 Flee from fornication. Every other sin which man commits 
is outside of the body ; but the fornicator sins against his own 

19 body. Do you not know that your body is a sanctuary of the 
Holy Spirit who is within you and whom you have from God ? 

20 And you are not your own ; for you were bought at a price. 
Glorify God, then, in your body. . , . 

(2 Cor. vi. i4-vii. i) 

Dt. .xxii. 14 Do not yoke yourselves incongruously with strangers to 
the Faith,^ For what participation have righteousness and 

^ Cf. Append. I. 

® €T€po^uyovpT€iy a LXX word (cf. Lev. xix. 19) ; only here in N. T. It 
denotes not merely intermarriage but all manner of intimacy with heathen. 
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lawlessness ? Or what fellowship has light with darkness ? 

15 * And what concord is there between Christ and Beliar ? ^ Or 
what portion has one who holds the Faith with a stranger to 

I# it ? And what agreement has a sanctuary of God with 
idols ? For we are a sanctuary of the Living God, even as 
' God has said: ■ ■ ■ . - 

‘ I will dwell ill them and walk in them. 

And I %viil be their God and they shall be My people. 

17 Wherefore come forth from the midst of them 

And be separated, saith the Lord, 

And touch no unclean thing ; 

And I will receive you ; 

1 8 And I will be to you as a father, 

And ye shall be to Me as sons and daughters, 

Saith the Lord Almighty/ 

vii. I Since, then, we have promises like these, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all pollution ® of flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in God's fear. 


Ez. xxx%ii. 
27 ; Lev. 
XX vi. 12. 




cr. li. 45 ; 
s. lii. II. 


Ez. XX. 41. 
3 Sam. vii 
14; Is. 

xliii 6; 
Hos. i. 10; 
Am. iv. 

13 LXX.' : 


From these fragments and the Apostle’s references to it contents 
the drift of the lost letter may be gathered. First it dealt 
with the particular case, and in virtue of his apostolic (1) pis- 
authority Paul directed that the Church should convene and mandate, 
pronounce upon the offender a solemn sentence of excom- cf. i Cor. 
munication, not indeed excluding him absolutely and irre-^’^'’^" 
vocably but debarring him meanwhile from Christian fellow- 
ship and intercourse until he should repent and crave 
restitution. The Church’s discipline was always remedial, Cf. Gai. vi. 
and the ultimate end of that stem sentence was the sinner’s 
restoration. 

From the particular case he passed to the general question, (a) Ethical 
and addressed to the Corinthians a warning against the^o”™'' 
prevalent sin of fornication. Their heathen environment cf. i Cor. 
exposed them to constant danger. In the midst of abounding 

* BeXi'op (BeXittX), Heb. ‘worthlessness.’ Cf. Jud. xix. 22: ‘sons 

o£ belial/ /.<?., Svorthless fellows.'' Later (frequently in Test, of XII Pair,) a 
proper name, a title of Satan. 

® The verb /xoXiVettf occurs thrice in K. T. {x Cor. viii. 7 ; Rev. iii. 4, xiv. 4) ; 
the noun ,uoXu{r/.ii; only here. The term is appropriate to the Apostle’s argument, 
since it denoted the pollution of fornication, either literal fornication (Rev. xiv. 4) 
or the whoredom of idolatry, the pollution of heathen intercourse (cf. I Esdr. viii. 

83 ; I Cor. vin. 7). 
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and unabashed impurity it was difficult for them to escape 
its foul contagion, and they ran an especial risk when, like 
that miserable offender, they allied themselves in marriage, 
even legitimate marriage, with their heathen neighbours. 
They had need of peculiar vigilance ; and unhappily they 
had been lulled to security by a false philosophy. He quotes 
two pleas which were much on their lips in extenuation of 
their moral delinquencies. One was the antinomian maxim ; 
‘ Everything is allow’able,’ meaning that, since the spirit 
was the domain of religion, the flesh mattered nothing to 
the spiritual man : it belonged to the category of ‘ things 
indifferent.’ ^ Yes, is his answer, but nothing is allow'able 
for the spiritual man which injures his spiritual life and 
brings his soul into bondage. The other maxim was : ' Foods 
for the belly, and the belly for foods : God will do away 
with both it and them.’ That is, the body is mortal ; it is 
only the soul’s temporary prison-house, and when it decays, 
the soul will soar unfettered. Nay, is his answer, the body 
is no perishing thing. It is destined to share the soul’s im- 
mortality. God will not do aw'ay with it. He will raise it 
to incorruption and glory ; and meanwhile it is the Holy 
Spirit’s Sanctuary. 

Fiirther He wouM aiixiously expect a I'eply to his letter, but none 
tid'Lgs. arrived. Early, however, in the year 55 tidings reached him 
iCor.i.ir. which aggravated his distress. His informants were ‘the 
people of Chloe,’ but who these may have been is somewhat 
of a puzzle. Chloe, which signifies in Greek ' a tender 
shoot,’ occurs as a woman’s name ; ® and thus Chloe may 
have been a Christian lady engaged, like Lydia of Philippi, 

^ Cf. the attitude not only of the Nicolaitans (cf. p. 526) but of * the Spirituals ’ 
at the time of the Reformation. One of the latter was Johann Agricola, Ma^ster 
Ishbitis^ b. at Eisleben in 1492, died at Berlin in 1 566. He studied under Luther, 
and caused the latter ranch vexation by his doctrinal excesses in after days. He 
taught, in common with the rest of his sect, that * whatever a man^s life may be 
and I-owever impure, still he is justified if only he believes the promises of the 
Gosper (cf. Jortin> Brasvt. i. p. 356). If only he has faith, he may do what he 
will. Good works are legalism. The believer is above the Law. As Agricola 
said, *all who had anything to do with Moses would go to the Devil, for Moses 
ought to tnji hanged.* This sect had its adherents in England, where they went 
by the name of * the Ranters * and practised open libertinism. Cf. Rdiq. BaxUr. 

■■■ § . 132. ^ 'v'; ' b' 

» Cf. Hor. Od, iir. ix. 
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in some extensive trade, and ‘ the people of Chloe ’ might 
then be her sons or her employees who travelled hither and 
thither on mercantile errands and had brought to Ephesus 
a report of the situation at Corinth. It would still remain 
uncertain which of these cities was her place of abode, though 
from the simplicity of the Apostle’s reference it might be 
inferred that she was a Corinthian well known to his readers. 

On the other hand, while names borrowed from natural 
objects were common, they were usually borne by slaves ; 
and there is perhaps probability in an ancient suggestion 
that Chloe is here the name not of a woman but of a pUice, 
some forgotten town which had received the Gospel.^ Thus 
‘the people of Chloe' would be Christian traders who 
trafficked with the various cities and had passed from Corinth 
to Ephesus. 

Whoever they may have been, they brought the Apostle Recaici- 
distressing intelligence. The situcition at Corinth had gone the cor- 
from bad to w'orse. His mandate regarding that shameful 
case had been openly flouted. Indeed some went the length 
of charging him with cowardice because he had written 
instead of paying them a personal visit and meeting them 
face to face. The offender had never been called to account. 

He still remained in the fellowship of the Church uncon- cf. i Cor. 
demned and unrebuked, at all events by the majority of the 
members ; and it was a painful feature of the situation that, 
so far from realising the shame of it, they were swollen with 
spiritual and intellectual pride and were indulging their 
characteristic disposition to strife. 

They were indeed a contentious people. Some forty years Thdr con 
later St. Clement of Rome had occasion to write them, and dlspiS^* 
he speaks of ‘ the matters in dispute among them, the 
accursed and unholy sedition, so alien and strange to the 
elect of God, which a few persons in their rashness and self- 
will had kindled to such a pitch of madness that their name, 
once august and renowned and universally beloved, had been 

' Cf. Ambrstr. on I Cor. i. ll, where three current explanations are mentioned : 
*Aliquibus vklentar homines esse manentes et fructificantes in fide Dei (lienee 
‘the men of tender growth’) : aliquibus videntnr locus esse, ut pitta si dicatur ; 

Ab its qui sunt .Antioebije ; aliquibus autem videtur feminam fiiisse Deo devotam^ 
cum qua multi essent colentes Deiim.’ 
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Parties 
in tiic 
Church 


The party 
of Paul 
and the 
party of 
Apollos. 


ercatlv reviled.' And lie rebukes their ‘ arrogance and pnde 
Sid folly and anger/ their rebellious contempt of authonty 
their ‘ Liies and wraths and divisions and cleavages among 

^^PrSily similar was the situation unfolded to the Apostle. 
The Corinthian Church was an arena of unholy contention 
and the quarrel was pecuH^rly painful to hirn “^smuch as 
he was pSsonally involved. It was the old Judaist contr^ 
versv but it had been vexatiously comphcated. 
party was agitated by a cross-current. In Galaha it had 
been a clear issue between those who held by tus Gospel 
of ie equal privUeges of Jew and Gentile and the justifica^ 
tion orCth by Wth in Christ, and those who rnsrs ted 
on the permanent obligation of 

his apostolic authority; but at Connth. there was ^ 
cleavage on this side and on that. For oyer a JJ^r the 
tZel and eloquent Apollos had been 
and his ministry had created a situation which, being _ 
friend in all loyalty and affection, he had never desigi^d and 
His brilUance had charmed 

his hearers who had been accustomed to 

and ingenious dialectic of the Greek sophists, and th y 
contrasted his manner ,rith Paul’s, inuch 
ifisnaragement. The contrast was indeed extreme, lor 
the^Apostle, though superior in intellect ^ 

-f ,ror none of the outward graces of Apollos. His person was 
’ uncouth and his delivery unimpressive ; and these natura 
disadvantages had been specially apparent dunng his mimst^ 
at Corinth.^ When he came thither from Athens not only 

was suflering from a tecurrence of his chrome m^ady 
but with the humiliating failure of his attempt at phil . 
sophic disquisition in the Court of the Areiopagos fresh in 
his memory, he studiously eschewed the arts of rhelonc 
a. Co,. Sk preacSd simply and plainly in eelian“ 

brilliant iexandrian ; and though it was the self-sarne 
Gospel that both preached, each had his admirers who 

» Clem. Rom. Sj’isU ad Cor. /, i, xiii, xlvi. 

• Cf . Hatch, Influence of Greek Ideas, pp. 94 “• 

» Cf, DI). 148 f. 
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pitted one against the other, ‘ windily bragging in praise of cf. iv. 6. 
the one to the other’s disparagement.’ Some said, ‘ I hold 
by Paul,’ others ‘ I hold by ApoUos ’ ; and the preference 
developed into unseemly partisanship. It was an un- 
pleasant position for the loyal-hearted ApoUos, and it became cf. xvi. la. 
so intolerable that he presently quitted Corinth and joined 
Paul at Ephesus. 

On the other side there was a corresponding cleavage, judaist 
The Judaists had their emissaries at Corinth, perhaps the|Sa. 
very men who had done the mischief in Galatia, and they 
adapted their vexatious propaganda to the situation. In 
Galatia they had insisted on the necessity of circumcision ; 
but at Corinth the Church contained few Jewish converts 
and an appeal to Je\vish prejudice would have fallen un- 
heeded. And so they appealed to the Corinthian instinct 
for contention, and assailed the authority of Paul. Plence 
it is that in his reasonings with the Church he never touches 
on the controversy regarding the Jewish Law. It was a 
question of personal claims and partisan contentions that cf. a Cor. 
he had to deal with, and his argument is a personal 
apologia, an assertion and vindication of his apostolic 
authority. 

The Judaists had come to Corinth armed with credentials The party 
from the Church at Jerusalem. Just as ApoUos had brought and the‘'^ 
a commendatory letter from the Christians of Ephesus, so 
they had brought one from the Church at Jerusalem. It cf. Ac. 
was endorsed by Peter, and they paraded his pre-eminent 
dignity and represented Paul’s exercise of apostolic functions iii. i. 
as an illegitimate usurpation. They won adherents, and 
thus a party arose which abjured Paul and asserted the 
supremacy of Peter. Hence the cry ‘ I hold by Cephas.’ 
Furthermore, the criterion of apostleship, they alleged, was cf. 2 cor. 
personal contact with the Lord in the days of His flesh ; 
and since Paul lacked this he was no Apostle. Hence the 
cry ‘ I hold by Christ.’ Just as there was no essential 
distinction between the admirers of Paul and the admirers 
of ApoUos, so neither did these cries denote separate parties. 

There was only this difference — that the profession of 
aUegiance to Cephas was inspired by a spirit of pure parti- 
sanship, the preference of one teacher to another ; whereas 
0 
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the claim of adherence to Christ defined the reason of that 

Th. . '“'nS wS’these the only contentions wWch 

scpdaiof , Corinthian Church. Since the Jews were permittea 
underThe imperial government to administer thmr ot™ 
affairs except in capital cases, ^ every synagogue its 
court of iustice. The Jewish Synagogue was the ^ 

IL primitive Church, and every Christian coimnunriy had 
its Lrt which adjudicated not 
but quoad tmporalia. This, however, di no 
Corinthians. They referred their disputes to the cml 

tribnnals, and dishonoured their Chri^^ ^“Se^cSe rf 
eves of their heathen neighbours. That homble case oi 

immorality and the quarrels which it had 
furnish abundant occasion for litigation , and it may be 
that the foul scandal had figured in the common courts to 
the Church’s unspeakable shame. 


The 

address 


Second Letter to Corinth 
On hearing this evil report of his Corinthian converts the 
Apostle immediately addressed himself to the composi ion 

ISO this difficult passage (i Cor. i. 12) « ^ 

I nn 261 ffi). Opinion is much divided, and there are two mam 

l' Four distinct mrties are recognised: (i) ol IlaiXov, (2) oI AroUw, (3 0! 

Kn*a (4) oi XpurroO. The question then is who the last may h^e been. 

(EMeit in. ^o^) took them a.s the party of James the brother of Chnst (rf. l - 
f 7 trppos ng that they claimed superiority to the party of Cephas. Neander, 
again S d them as a professedly neutral party, refusing allegiance to any 

»b«h„ tS „ Apolta o, Cepte ..d £ 

Christ alone to acknowledge Him only as their teacher, and to receive what ne 
announced as truth from Himself without the intervention of any other person 
(Plani of Chr., I. p. 236), really making the Sacred Name a parrsan ^ g . 
f ^;fient in’terpLain (cf. Poole, CnX), -entb-yedi^^^^^ Uke 

Earlier EfisHes of St. Paul, pp. 127 f.), P"f ^ “sttl "m of Cteh’ 

IJostle repudiates them all. ‘Be Christ’s,’ he says, ‘and then you 

thing (cf I Cor Hi. 22, 23).’ This yields an excellent sense, and it is somewhat 

c^ntenLced by the circLstance tliat Clem. Rom., refernng to the passage 
countenanceu ujf Cnr T xlvn : TryevaariKu^s 

enumerates only those three 

Jwirr-r/r/Xci/ {jaLV TTCdI OL^TOV T€ KOLI K.'JJ'ipCt T6 KdC A^OAAU;, 

i/Mt Ireiroi 5 <r 0 a.. There is, however, a twofold obje^ion : (l) This 

would require r'chiist rnrty’ ’ 

ordinate. (2) In 2 Cor. x. 7 Pa»l evidently refers to a separate Chiist-iwty. 

» Cf. p. 4S* 
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of a second letter.* He employed as his amanuensis one 
Sosthenes, probably an Ephesian convert ; ® and he begins 
with the customary address, skilfully interweaving sugges- 
tions of the subsequent argument. He affirms his own 
apostohc vocation ; and he greets his readers as ‘ the Church 
of God at Corinth ’ — Icetum et ingens famdoxon — ‘ men 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, by calling saints,’ tacitly con- 
trasting their shameful actual with their heavenly ideal, 
and rebukes their dissension by reminding them of their 
catholic fellowship. 


i. I Paul, by calling an Apostle of Christ Jesus through God’s 

2 will, and Sosthenes the brother, to the Church of God which is 
at Corinth, men sanctified in Christ Jesus, by calling saints, 
in fellowship with all who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 

3 Christ in every place, their Lord and ours. Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


With all their faults the Corinthians were not lacking in Appreua- 
distinguished and precious endowments. They were an oorinUi^ 
intellectual community, delighting in eloquence and wisdom, K'f's. 

‘ speech ’ and ‘ knowledge ’ ; and though it had proved a 
snare to them, this was an excellent quality, and the Apostle, 
in view of the hard things which he must presently say, 
begins with a sentence of warm appreciation and generous 
confidence. 


4 I thank God always regarding you for the grace of God 

5 which is given 3i'ou in Christ Jesus, that in everything you ai'e 
so enriched in Him, in every sort of ‘ speech ’ and every sort of 

6 ‘ knowledge,’ as the testimony of the Christ wus confirmed in 

7 you, that you are not lacking in any gift of grace, while jmu 

8 await the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who wall also 
confirm you to the very end, unchargeable on the Day of our 

9 Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is God, through whom you were 
called into fellowship wdth His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 


And now the Apostle addresses himself to his painful task TtwCor. 

. ■■■ .ififliiari... ■■ 

^ id 7 }kib 07 ) yap /.tot (i, ii), Mt has just been shown me,’ aor. of immediate past. 

Cf. Lk. XV. 24, xxiv. 34 ; Jo. xii. 19, xiu. i, xxi. 10. Chrys. In £f. / ad Con 
llofn, xiiL 3 (where the preacher rebukes an outburst of applause) : iKpoTya-art 
hravOai ' You applaud here? ’ * Cf» p. 187* 


’ i ''': f ' - ^ ^ * ' \‘ ' ""t ■' ' 
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of dealing wth the scandal Yt 

credible report, was disgracing the Conntluan Church, 
was a threefold- scandal— partisanship, fornication, and 

litigation-^ti^an spirit which was rampant in the Church and 
had rent it into hitter factions, first engages his attention, 
Ynce he was personally implicated. He had been doubly 
assailed. One party was pitting him against Apollos. 
These were Gentile converts who had been 
atmosphere of Greek culture. They were inteUe^tuals, and 
Ly contrasted the rude simplicity of his teaching with the 
elomience of the brilliant Alexandrian. Another party was 
composed of Jewish converts, and these, inspired by the 
Tudaist propagandists, challenged his apostleship and 
halted the authority of the original f 
Peter • and it seems that, on the ground that he had never 
known Christ in the flesh, they insisted that he had never 
been ordained and his administration 

Raotism was invahd. He meets both with indignant scorn. 
Tliat spirit of partisanship was a denial of 

S: w2 the oSy Lord, and W 

all alike His poor ministers. For himself he laid no ^ 

to authorhy ; and he was thankful to remember that so 

few of them had received Baptism at 

apostolic function was far higher. It was not baptising but 

preaching the Gospel, and preaching it not in wisdom of 

speech ’ but in all simplicity. 

” rifo^pollos ■ o,' I Wd by ; 

* T j Ux7 rVirkt ' Has Christ been portioned ? as Faui 
13 or I ^ : were vou baptised into Paul’s name ? I 

"TSSilM T b"“isS PoS of you oxcopt Crispus and 
„ SSutlost some one sh|^d say Jhat it - - J."* 

'' itepto^is ; Tot the rest I know not whether I baptised any 

^ KftT9?pTt<Tjut^j'ot, cf» n. on I ail. iii* io> P» 
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other.) ^ For it was not to baptise that Christ made me an 
apostle ; no, it was to preach the Gospel, not in wisdom of 
speech, lest the Cross of the Christ should be made an empty 
thing. 

The question of his apostleship was comparatively un- His 
important at Corinth, where the Judaists were an insignifi- thHSeh 
cant party ; and so he reserves it for subsequent discussion, ^ectuais. 
and meanwhile addresses himself to the contemptuous 
indictment of the dominant intellectuals, giving free play to 
his vein of sarcasm, that keen weapon which he could on 
occasion employ so effectively. At every turn he deals 
them a shrewd thrust : now stigmatising their vaunted 
' wisdom ' as ' folly,' and telling them that what they 
deemed ' folly ' was a divine * wisdom ' which they were 
incapable of receiving ; now jeering at their colossal self- iv. s. 
complacency, and crying shame on a pravity which could i. 2. 
flaunt its spiritual pretensions in the midst of unblushing 
immoralit}^ Again and again he brands them with the iv, 6, 18, 
stinging epithet of ' windy braggarts ' and plies them with ^ 
the contemptuous interrogation t Do you not know ? ' 2. 3. 9- 

They disdained the unadorned simplicity of his preaching The 
and termed it ‘ folly ' ; and he pleads guilty to the charge. oVood’s 
His preaching had not indeed been characterised by the 
wisdom which they desiderated ; but that was no reproach. 

The Gospel was not a philosophy. It was God’s message of 
salvation, and it appealed to the poor and lowly. Its very 
simplicity was its glory, and it was stripped of its power when 
it was tricked out in the gaudy dress of human wisdom, like 
that reeden flute in the Rabbinical legend which lay in the 
Temple and yielded music of surpassing sweetness until 
they covered it with gold and studded it with gems, and then 
its music was gone. 

18 For the speech of the Cross is indeed for those who are on 
the way to destruction, ‘ folly ’ ; but for us who are on the way 

19 to salvation, it is God’s power. For it is written : 

^ A marginal note added by the Apostle on reading over the letter after dictating 
it to his amanuensis (cf. Milligan, JV. T, Documents.^ p. 14). It is an explanation, 
not a correction : Stephanas, though a Corinthian, had been baptised at Athens. 

Cf. p. 148. 
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‘ I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

And the shrewdness of the shrewd will I set aside. ’ 
ao ‘ Where is the wise man ? ’ ‘ Where is the scribe ? ’ Where is 
the questioner of this age? ^ Has not God turned to folly 
31 the wisdom ’ of the world ? For, since in the wisdom of God 
the world did not through its wisdom recognise God, it was 
God’s good pleasure through the folly of the message "we pro- 
^2 claim to save those who have faith j since Jews ask and 
23 Greeks seek wisdom, but we proclaim a crucified Christ, “ 

3+ to Tews a stumbling-block and to Gentiles folly, ^but to the 
called on their part, both Jews and Greeks, Christ God’s power 
35 and God’s wisdom ; forasmuch as God’s ‘ foolish ’ is wiser than 
men and God’s ‘ weak ’ stronger than men. 

This truth is written on every page of experience and 
history. God’s way in grace is His way in providence. His 
mighty works are ever wrought by feeble instruments, 

‘ When Philip the Good, in the full blaze of his power, and' ' ' 
flushed with the triumphs of territorial aggrandisement, 
was instituting at Bruges the order of the Golden Fleece, 

“ to the glory of God, of the blessed Virgin, and of the holy 
Andrew, patron saint of the Burgundian family,” and 
enrolling the names of the kings and princes who were to be 
honoured with its symbols, at that very moment an obscure 
citizen of Harlem, one Lorenz Coster, or Lawrence the 
Sexton, succeeded in printing a little grammar, by means of 
moveable types. His invention sent no thrill of admiration 
throughout Christendom, and yet, what was the good 
Phihp of Burgundy, with his Knights of the Golden Fleece, 
and all their effulgent trumpery, in the eye of humanity and 
H comoared with the poor sexton and his wooden 


The 

htrength 
(jf God’s 
eakiiess. 


THE THIRD MISSION 


247 


put the wise men to shame ; and it is the weak things of 
the world that God chose to put the strong things to shame ; 
sS and it is the low-born things of the world and the things 
which are naught accounted that God chose, the things 

29 which have no being to invalidate those which have, that 

30 no flesh may boast before God. And from Him it is that 
you have your being in Christ Jesus, who was made wisdom 
to us by God’s appointment, righteousness and sanctifica- 

31 tion and redemption, that it may be as the Scripture says : 

' Let him that boasts boast in the Lord.’ Jer. ix. »$, 

■■■ ■ ■ , 24* 

It was indeed no wonder that the Corinthians should have Reason for 
remarked the simplicity of Paul’s preaching during his 
ministry among them ; for it was specially conspicuous on 
that occasion. He had come straight from Athens, humbled arcorintl 
by the failure of his attempt at philosophical disquisition 
in the Court of the Areiopagos.^ He had determined that 
never again would he repeat the disastrous experiment, and 
in his teaching at Corinth he had eschewed the arts of oratory. 

ii. I And as for me, when I came to you, brothers, it was not with 
lofty speech or wisdom that I came, announcing to you the 

2 testimony of God.^ For my determination was to know 
nothing among you except Jesus as Christ and that a crucified 

3 Christ. And it was in weakness and fear and much trembling 

4 that I was brought among you ; and my speech and my mes- 
sage were not arrayed in persuasive words of wisdom but 

sin demonstration of the Spirit and of ^power, that your faith 
might be arrayed not in men’s wisdom but in God’s power. 

And this was his constant method ; yet in his unadorned The 
Gospel there was a high wisdom beyond the range of fvildo^m 
childish intellects. It was the revelation of God’s agelong 
purpose of grace ; and it had ushered in a new era and 
antiquated the pretentious philosophies of the past. It was 
hidden from the merely intellectual man, but it was recog- 
nised by tlie spiritual ; for it was a revelation of the Spirit, 
and only by the teaching of the Spirit could it be compre- 
hended, only by the language which the Spirit inspired could 

Cf. p, 148. 

® ^°BDEfGLP TO }iapT{ipiov rod Geou. The Gospel is either rh iJ.aprvpLov rod 
Xpi^Tov (ci. i. 6), * the testimon}' which the Apostles bore to Christ* (ci, Jo, xv, 

27 ; Lk. xxiv, 48 ; Ac. i. 8, 22, Hi. 15, v. 32, x. 39, 41), or t6 }iaprv^w,v roO 
Geou, ‘the testimony which God bore in Christ* (cf. i Jo. v. 9-11). 
p.v<r 7 )]pLQV Tov 6eoy, ‘ the mystery of God * (cf, ver. 7). 
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it be expressed. ' To evil persons the whole system of this 
wisdom is insipid and flat, dull as the foot of a rock, and 
unlearned as the elements of our mother tongue ; but so are 
mathematics to a Scythian boor, and music to a camel/ ^ 

6 Yet it is wisdom that we talk in the judgment of the mature ® 
— a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of this age's decadent 

7 leaders. No, it is God's wisdom in a mystery ® that we talk — 
the hidden wisdom which God foreordained ere the ages for 

8 our glory. And none of this age's leaders has recognised it ; 
for if they had recognised it, they would not have crucified 

9 the Lord of Glory. But, as it is written : 

' Things which eye never saw and ear never heard. 

And the heart of man never dreamed/ 

All the things which God prepared for those who love Him.' 

10 To us, however, God revealed it through the Spirit ; for the 

11 Spirit searches ail things, even the depths of God. For who 
is there among men that knows the things of the man except 
the man's spirit which is within him ? Thus also the things 

12 oi God none has recognised except God's Spirit. And we — 
it is not the spirit of the world that we have received, but the 
Spirit which issues from God, that we may know the things 

13 which have been graciously bestowed on us by God. And 
these things we also talk, not in words taught by human 
wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, combining 

14 spiritual things with spiritual.^ But a merely intellectual 

^ Jeremy Taylor, T/ie Great Exemplar, TiqL 4$. 

* Ti\€ios denoted what had attained its end (rAos) and so, generally ‘perfect.* 
More particularly; (i) a full-grown man, one who has attained mature age and 
the perfection of his powers (cf. I Cor, xiii. 10, ii, xiv. 20 j Heb. v. 14). (2) In 

connection wuth the Greek Mysteries, ‘ initiated ’ into the secret lore, the perfect 
knowledge. Of this use there is no clear instance in N. T. Here (cf. iii. r, 2) 
‘full-grown,’ ‘mature,’ said sarcastically of the boastful intellectuals. Cf. tQp 
K arapyoviJL^pcop, ‘who are being invalidated’ (cf. 2 Cor. iii. 7, n) : a new era 
load dawned and the vaunted ‘ wisdom of this age ’ was out of date. 

^ Cf. p. 320, 

iirl Kapdiav avBp^irov ovk (cf. Ac. vii. 23), a LXX phrase (cf. 

Jer. iii. 16, xliv. 2X, li. 50). , 

^ As the wisdom of men is fitly expressed by words of human wisdom, so the 
wisdom of God must be matched wuth words taught by His vSpirit. crwKpivav^ 
‘combine,’ the correlative of BiaKplvaVi ‘separate.’ Cf. Plat PIia:d. 72 c : kAv el 
^vyKplvoiro fiev irdvra BiaKpipotro 8k vaxi) dp rb roO ’Apai^aybpov yeyopos el'yj' 
ojiioO irdpra The word meant also (i) ‘compare’ (cf. 2 Cor. x. 12) and 

(2) ‘interpret,’ especially a dream (cf, Gen. xl. 8, xli. 12; Ban. v. 12) ^ and 
hence two other interpretations of the text : (i) ‘comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual,’ spiritnalibus spiritualia comparantes (Vulg.), illustrating spiritual 
truths by O. T. types (Chrys.) ; (2) * interpreting spiritual things by spiritual’ or 
‘interpreting spiritual things to spiritual men’ (Ambrstr., TheophyL). 
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man ^ does not receive the things of God's Spirit, for they are 
folly to him ;and he cannot recognise them, because they are 

15 spiritually examined.^ But the spirituahman examines every- 

16 tiling, while he is himself examined by none. For ‘ who is so is 
acquainted with the Lord's mind that he may instruct Him ? ' 
But we have Christ's mind. 

And now he delivers a sharp home-thrust. His critics 
sneered at the simplicity of liis teaching during his ministry 
at Corinth ; and he retorts that it was nothing else than an 
accommodation to their incapacity. He had found them so 
dull. It was impossible for him to address them as spiritual 
men. They were not even ' carnal they w^ere simply 
' carneous — creatures of flesh. They were very babes in 
Christ, and babes' food was all that they could receive. 
And it was all that they could even yet receive. For they 
had made no progress toward spirituality. They remained 
carnal, swayed by the passions which dominate human 
hearts where God has no place ; and they proved it by their 
unhallowed contentions. For what else did their pitting of 
one teacher against another mean but that they left God 
out of account ? Paul and Apollos were merely His ministers, 
each doing his appointed task. Paul had planted the good 
seed, and Apollos, his successor, had watered it ; but it was 
God that had made it grow. And His was all the praise. 

iii. I And I, brothers, could not talk to you as spiritual men but 
2 only as carneous, as babes in Christ.^ I fed you with milk, 

^ Corresponding to the trichotomy Trz^eD/^a, a-wfia (cf. n. on i Th. v. 23, 

p. 166), there are three classes of men according as one or other of these elements 
predominates ; 6 TrvevfiariK6s, 6 \puxi-K6s, 6 (ruif^ariKo^ or (rapKLK6^, The was 

twofold — ^Xoyos, * their irrational souV the merely sentient life, and 
XoyiK'/ft ‘ the reasonable soul, ’ the intellectual life, the yoOs. Hence xpvxnc&s was 
either ‘sensuous’ or ‘intellectual.’ Here ipvxcfcbs dpOpiairos is a merely intellectual 
man, possessing only ‘the wisdom of this age,’ not ‘the wisdom of God’ revealed 
‘through the Spirit’ 

252 L- ■ ■ ■ 

* The weight of authority supports ffapdvoLs in ver. i and crapKiKol in ver. 3, 
Since the termination (Engl. * -en ’, cf, ‘ wooden ’) denotes the material of 
which a thing is made (cf. Mt. iii. 4 ; fuji'i? oepfxaTivr}, Mk. xv. 17 : aKdrOn-os 
&ri4>aPos)f crdpictpos is carneus, * made of flesh ’ (cf. 2 Cor, iii. 3). On the other 
band, crap/ci/r^s is carnalts^ denoting carnal tastes and inclinations, rh <pp 6 v 7 ]p.a tt?? 
(rapK 6 s (Rom. viii. 6 ]. The Corinthians were not really ‘intellectual’ x 

they were not even ‘carnal’ {a-apKifcol) ; they were just ‘carneous’ {adpKWCi\ 
creatures of flesh, mere ‘babes’ with the intellect undeveloped. 
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' 1 not with meat ; for it was all you were yet able for. Indeed 

3 even now it is stiU aU you are able for ; for you are still carnal. 
For where there are jealousy and strife among you, are you 
no't carnal and comporting yourselves after the fashion of 

4 mere man ? When one says ‘ I hold by Paul ’ and another 

5 ‘ I hold by Apollos,’ are you not mere men ? What, then, is 
ApoUos ? and what is Paul ? Ministers through whom you 
were won to faith ; and each ministered as the Lord granted 

6 him. I planted, Apollos watered ; but all the while it was 

7 God that made it grow.^ And so neither the planter is any- 

8 thing nor the waterer, but only God the growth-giver. The 
planter and the waterer are one, yet each will receive his 

9 proper wage according to his proper toil. For we are God’s 
fellow-workers ; you are God’s tilth, God’s building.® 
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The Apostle has passed abruptly from the metaphor of 
husbandry to that of building, and now he proceeds to 
develop the latter. He was employed in the erection of 
God’s spiritual Sanctuary, and he had done his part at 
Corinth. He had laid the foundation, and he had left 
Apollos to build up the walls. The foundation was essential, 
and he had laid it firm and clear. It was Jesus Christ, and 
the supreme test of his successors’ work was ; Were they 
building on that foundation ? The Judaists, in rejecting the 
Gospel of salvation by faith in Christ and substituting the 
old method of legal observance, were building on another 
foundation, and their work was condemned. But it was 
possible for a man to be building on the one and only 
foundation and yet be building in vain, erecting a worthless 
and unenduring structure. Here the question is whether a 
man’s work will stand the fiery test of the Final Judgment. 
The Apostle may have been thinking of the burning of the 
city of Corinth by the Roman conqueror ® or the burning of 
the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus,* and how in each instance 
the marble and gems had survived the ordeal. And the 
Greek historian ® tells how in the time of Darius the Athenians 
invaded Asia and, landing at Ephesus, proceeded to Sardes 
and took the city. It was a poor place in those days. Most 


* Cf. the saying of Ambroise Par^, the father of modern surgery : ‘ I dressed 
his wounds, but God healed him.’ 

* Cf. a similar transition from husbandry to building in xxi. 33 " 44 » 

* Cf. p. 150. * Cf. p. 226. ^ 

* Herod. Y, lOl, \ 
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of the houses were constructed of reeds and some of bricks 
with reeden roofs ; and when one of them was set ablaze, the 
conflagration passed from house to house and spread all 
over the city. Perhaps the Apostle had this local history 
before his mind when he spoke of building with ' wood, 
hay, stubble/ It is not enough to build on the one foun- 
dation ; we must see to it how we are building and what 
we are building. There must be no perishable stuff in the cf. 
fabric of God's Sanctuary but only precious and enduring 
materials ; and this was the fatal error of the Corinthian 
intellectuals. They held indeed the doctrine of salvation 
by faith in Christ, which Apollos preached no less than Paul. 
They were building on the one foundation, but they w^ere 
building sorry stuff. It ensured their salvation that they 
were building on Christ, but it would beh bare salvation. 
Their work would perish, and they wwild be saved like 
* brands plucked' out of the fire/- 

to According to the grace of God which was given me, as a wise 
master-builder I laid the foundation, and another is building 

11 on it. But let each see to it how he is building on it. For 
another foundation can none lay beside that already in 

12 place ; and this is Jesus Christ. And if one is building on 
the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble, 

13 the work of each will become manifest ; for the Day will show 
it, because the Day is being revealed in fire/ and the fire is the 

14 thing that will test the quality of each man’s work. If one’s 
w’'ork w^hicli lie built on the foundation shall remain, he will 

15 receive a wage ; if one’s work shall be consumed, he will suffer 
the loss of it ; yet he will himself be saved, but only as ' through 

26 fire.’ ^ Do you not know that you are God’s Sanctuary, and 
17 the Spirit of God dwells in you ? If one is spoiling the Sanctuary 
of God, God will spoil Mm. For the Sanctuary of God is holy ; 
and so are you.^ 

^ dro/caXiJrreTcti, pres., because the Day was conceived- as imminent. Cf, 

1 Th. V. 2. 

® A proverbial phrase. Cf. Ps. !xvi. 12 ; Am. iv. ii'j Zech. iii. 2 ; Jud, 23. 
Equally alien from the Apostle’s thought are (l) Chrys.’s interpretation that, while 
his work will be consumed, the man himself will live on in the torment of eternal 
hre, and {2) the meditcval reference to Purgatory (cf. Aquin. Siwtm. ThsoL^ 
Suppl. xcix. iv. 3). 

^ otriveSi reiat. attracted into agreement with subj. of its own clause (cf, Gai. 
iii. 16; I Tim. iii. 15). Not ‘‘and this Sanctuary you are,’ which would be 
a superfluous repetition of vcr. 16, but ‘and thi-s ‘holy’) you are«’ 
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And more than this. The intellectuals were not merely 
preparing disaster for themselves on the Day of Judgment ; 
they were incurring present loss. The conceit of wisdom 
is always folly, and God always puts it to shame. And the 
:gpirit of partisanship is a narrowing of religion. When 
the Corinthians attached themselves to a particular teacher, 
they enjoyed only so much profit as he could impart. But 
every teacher is merely an interpreter of the Lord, and his 
interpretation is at the best but partial. Hold by Paul, and 
you receive only what Paul can give ; hold by Apollos, and 
you receive only what Apollos can give ; hold by Cephas, 
and you receive only what Cephas can give. But all that 
each has is in Christ ; and if you hold by Him, then you have 
all that His interpreters can supply, and infinitely more. 

18 Let no one deceive himself. If any one fancies he is wise 
among you in this age, let him become foolish that he may 

19 become wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly in God's 
judgment ; for it is written : * He catches the wise in their 

20 craftiness,’ ^ and again : ‘ The Lord recognises the reasonings 

21 of the wise that they are futile.’ And so let no one boast in 

22 men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or 

23 world or life or death : all are yours, and you are Christ’s, 
and Christ is God’s. 

Christian teachers are ' stewards of God's mysteries,' and 
of course they are responsible for their discharge of their 
stewardship. But they are responsible to their Heavenly 
Master, and to Him alone ; and not till the Great Day will 
they be called to account. According to the legal procedure 
of those days the accused was subjected to a precognition or 
preliminary examination and committed for trial if ' a true 
bill ' were found against him.^ And here lay the audacious 
blunder of the Corinthians. They were anticipating the 
Final Assize and usurping the office of the Divine Judge. 
At the best human criticism is a mere precognition, a pre- 
liminary examination ; and, as the Apostle has already 
protested, a mere intellectual’s examination of spiritual 
questions is worthless. He recognised no human ' day ' 

^ Paul does follow I^XX (0 KaraXai^^dvosy ev ry 4 >povii<T€C} but translatei 

directly and more accurately* 

? Cf. Lightfoot, Fresh Rffvisim of N, 71 , pp. 62 
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and no human ' judgment/ There was no day but ' the cf. 1 8 , 
Day of Jesus Christ ' and no judgment but His ; and mean- 
while the only ' examination ' which he acknowledged was 
neither man's criticism nor his own estimate but the Lord's 
approval. 

iv. I Let a man reckon us as officers of Christ and stewards of 

2 God’s mysteries. On these terms of course it is required in 

3 stewards that o]ie should be found faithful ; but to me it 
matters very little that I should be examined by you or by a 

4 human day. Nay, I do not even examine myself. For I am 
conscious of no fault/ yet I am not on this score proved 

5 righteous ; my examiner is the Lord. And so pass no judg- 
ment prematurely, until the Lord comes, who will illumine 
the secrets of darkness and manifest the purposes of our 
hearts ; and then will each get his praise from God. 

It might be that the Corinthians would sneer at this brave The seio 
speech. If Paul had indeed so little regard for human judg- cency of 
ment, why had he taken such pains to answer their criticisms -nuiiins" 
and define the relations between himself and Apollos ? He and the 
answers that in all his references to Apollos and himself he !!f‘the 
had the Corinthians in view, and was censuring their vanity 
and seeking to recall them to sane and scriptural views. 

Their boasted excellences were God's gifts, and they were 
reasons for thankfulness rather than for pride. Their 
conceit was boundless. They had, in their owm esteem, 
attained the very summit of perfection, and with scathing 
sarcasm he contrasts their self-complacency with the hard 
estate of the Apostles, scorned and persecuted for Christ's 
sake. 

6 Now, brothers, in these references of mine to Apollos and 
myself there is a covert allusion,^ It is meant for you, that 
you may learn by our example the precept ' Abide by what is 
written,' so that none of you may brag windiiy in praise of 

^ oiL)5h ip-avTc^ (XTjyoLda, nihil mi’ hi consHiis simt^ ‘ I am aware of nothing,’ i.e.^ 
no guilt. . CL Plat. ApoL 21 B: <i7clj otJre oilre cTyttt/.'/iOJ' 

Hor. EpisL i. i. 6l : ‘ nil conscire sibi, nulla pallescere culpa.’ 

® ,aeracrx'>;MaTij*en', (i) ‘change the outward form’ (cf. 2 Cor. xi. 13-15 j 

Phil. iii. 21); so ‘disguise’ (cf. I Sam. xxviii. 8 Sym. ; i KL xiv. 2 Theod.). 

(2) as a grammatical term denoted ‘a veiled allusion.’ CL 

Quintil. IX. 2 ; Mart. Epigr. in. Ixviii. 7 ; Suet. Eom, 10 ; Juzk VzL : ‘ Venit 
ergo Juvenalis in suspicionem quasi tempora figurate notasset.’ Hence 
* have a covert allusion beyond the immediate reference.’ 
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yone to his neighbour’s disparagement. For who is it that 
distinguishes any of you ? And what has any of you which he 
did not receive ? And if he did receive it, why is he boasting 

8 as though he had not received it ? Already you are satiated 1 
Already you have waxed rich ! You have come to your 
kingdom and left us behind ! Ah, would that you had come 

9 to your kingdom, that we might share it with you ! For, I 
fancy, God has exhibited us, the Apostles, at the last as con- 
demned criminals,^ because we have been made a spectacle to 

10 the world, both to angels and to men. We are foolish for 
Christ’s sake, but you are shrewd in Christ ; we are weak, but 
II you are strong; your lot is glory, but ours dishonour. To 
this very hour we are hungry and thirsty, ill clad, buffeted, 
12 homeless; we toil, Avorking with our own hands; we meet 
13 reviling with blessing, persecution with patience, calumny with 
entreaty; we are made as the offscouring of the world, the 
scapegoat of all,^ to this very day. 

* A metaphor from the circus. The sated appetite of the spectators was 
stimulated at the close by a piquant entertainment : condemned criminals, 
iTTiOaydrtoL (c£. Chrys. t ‘wsr ividaparlovi,^ rovriffTtP, tbs KaradlKovs), were intro- 
duced to fight unarmed with wild beasts (cf. xv. 32) — the jfinal event of the 
performance (i(TxdTovs'). These were the bestiarii, Cf. Tert. De Pitdic, 14: 
‘ Et puto, nos Deus apostolos novissimos elegit velut bestiarios.* 

* 'ireplrpTi/JLaf literally ‘scrapings,’ denoted (i), like /id&apjj.a and TepiKddapfia.^ the 
refuse or scum of society, a rascal. Cf. furgamentnm, (2) It acquired a nobler 
signification from a custom which obtained at Athens, where, especially in time of 
plague or famine, a criminal, the vilest that could be procured, was thrown into 
the sea to propitiate the wrath of Poseidon. Cf. Phot. Lex, : oSrws 

/car’ iviavTOP veavlg. irri aTraWayy rQv k(ikS)P, 

* wepLylfyjp.a , 7 )ij.wp y€voO\ '^roi crwT'qpla kcli aTroXurpt^p-iSi Kal of/rws ipb^aXop ry 
$a\d(r<jy dicravel T(p UocreLdwia Ov(xlap droKTLPPvyres, Hence irepi^ypia and 
w€piKd 0 apixa came to signify a piacular offering, Cf. Tob. v. i8 : dpybpiop , . . 
'preptxprjfLa rod Taidlov ^pwp yivoiro, Prov. xxi. 1 8 : irepiKddapfxa 5 ^ diKalov dpopi,o^. 
So in his interpretation of the prophecy of Caiaphas (Jo, xi. 49, 50) Origen 
‘makes bold to say’ that our Lord, more than the Apostles, was irdpr^ap TTepifypia, 
comparing 2 Cor. v. 21 [In Evang, Joan, xxviii. 14). (3) The word was used in 

the general sense of *a devoted servant,’ especially in the epistolary formula 
<?7w Trepixjjyiid <tov, Cf, Ignat. Ad Epk, viii : rr^pl^yiia bfx^v^ Kal dyvil'opLai 
Mp ii/aup. Barn. Ep, iv. 9 ; vi. 5. This use is well exemplified in the Paschal 
Epistle of Dionysius the Great (Eus. I/isL Eccl, vii. 22), where, speaking of the 
plague at Alexandria, he describes how the Christians tended the sufferers with 
unselfish devotion, in many instances catching the fatal infection and thus 
‘ practically fulfilling the common phrase, which always seems a mere formula of 
courtesy, by dying “the devoted servants” of them all {avrCdp Trdvrwp 7 r€phS%aa),^ 
Thus Trdvrcop Tepi^pripa denotes ‘homines non solum abjectissimi, sed piaciilares’ 
(Beng .) ; and the Apostle means that the humiliation of himself and his comrades 
was a redemptive ministry (cf. Col, i. 24), Perhaps the nearest equivalent in 
modern speech is ‘scapegoat’; but the term is untranslatable, and the Vulg. 
simply transliterates it {omnium peripsema). 
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These were bitter words, and no sooner had they passed An affeo 
his lips than the Apostle's heart smote him, and he con- remon- 
cludes with an affectionate remonstrance. The Corinthians su-ance. 
were his converts, his spiritual children. He was their 
' father in Christ,' and thus he stood to them in a relation 
W'hich none of his successors, however faithful and devoted, 
could occupy. There was love in liis severity ; his rebukes 
were the admonitions of a father. It grieved him that they 
had so slighted his example ; and — such was then his in- 
tention — he was despatching Timothy, another of his 
spiritual children, to Corinth, not merely to deliver the 
letter but to recall him and his teaching to their remembrance. 

Why did he not rather visit them in person ? It was not, 
as his adversaries alleged, because he durst not confront them. 

He would visit them ere long ; and his hope was that his 
letter and Timothy's appeal would meanw^hile restore order 
and make his visit a pleasure and not a pain. 

14 I am not putting you to shame in writing all this ; no, 

15 1 am admonishing you as my beloved children. For, 
though you have ten thousand tutors^ in Christ, still you 
have not many fathers; it was I who begat you in Christ 

16 Jesus through the Gospel. Therefore, I beseech you, follow 

17 my example. It is for this very reason that I am sending ^ 
you Timothy. He is my child, beloved and faithful in 
the Lord ; and he will remind you of my ways in Christ 
Jesus — ^my manner of teaching ever5m'’here in every church. 

18 With the notion that I am not coming to you some of you 

19 have taken to windy bragging. But I shall come to you 
soon, if the Lord will, and I shall discover not what those 

20 windy braggarts are saying but what power they have ; 
for it is not in ' saying ^ that the Kingdom of God lies but 

21 in ‘ power.' Which do you wish ? Is it ' with a rod ' that Cf. 2 Sam. 

I am to come to you, or in love and a spirit of meekness ? J ^ 

Ixxxlx. 32. 

The Apostle next passes on to the second of the scandals 2. Fomica 
which were disgracing the Corinthian Church — that shameful 
case of immorality. It was now a thing of long standing. 

Several months ago it had reached his ears, and he had 
promptly written to them, charging them to deal with the 
offender and dictating the sentence which they should 

^ Cf. pp, 206 f. ? epistolary aorist. Cf. p, 219. 
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pronounce. But his mandate had been disregarded. The 
scandal continued, and they were unabashed and un- 
ashamed. He reiterates his mandate. They might in theii 
unspiritual self-complacency think it a little matter ; but 
even a little matter might work much evil. Was it not a 
proverb that ' a little leaven leavens the whole mass ' ? ^ 
The Feast of the Passover was approaching,^ when the Law 
required that the Israelites should purge their houses of 
leaven ; and he bids them celebrate the holy season by 
purging this evil leaven out of their midst. 

V* I There is a consistent report ^ of fornication among you, 
and fornication of a sort which is unknown even among the 

2 Gentiles : some one ^ has his father's wife. And you are swollen 
with windy pride, and did not rather mourn, that the doer of 

3 this work might be removed from your midst. For I, absent 
in the body but present in the spirit, have already passed 
judgment as though present on him who thus wrought this 

4 thing : ‘ In the name of the Lord Jesus : assembled — you and 

5 my spirit with the power of our Lord Jesus : deliver such a 
man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 

6 may be saved on the Day of the Lord.’ ^ It is nothing honour- 

^ Cf. p. 213. * Cf. Append. L 

* all the reports agreed— a solid consensus. 

* TLva, ‘ a certain one,’ well known, though the Apostle refrains from naming 
him. Cf. Col. il 8. 

® Here he quotes the formal resolution which in his first letter he had directed 
the Corinthian Church to adopt. First (ver. 4), the constitution of the judicial 
assembly : (i) its authority — ‘in the name of the Lord Jesus’ (cf. Mt, xviii,. 20; 
Col. hi. 17) ; and {2) the sederunt : {a) the members of the Church (d) the 

spirit of the absent Apostle (cf. ver. 3), who communicated his judgment, and 
(<r) ‘the power of the Lord Jesus’ (cf. Lk. v. 17). So Chrys., Calv., Grot. 
Otherwise: i. Construe ‘with the power of the Lord Jesus’ with ‘deliver’ 
(Beza). 2. ‘In the name of the Lord Jesus’ wdth ‘deliver,’ ‘assembled . . , 
Jesus’ being parenthetical (Luth., Beng. Mey., Alford). 3. Both ‘in the name 
of the Lord Jesus’ and ‘with the power of our Lord Jesus’ with ‘deliver’ 
(Mosheim). 4. Connect ‘in the name of the Lord Jesus’ with ver. 3 : ‘him who 
thus w’rought this thing in the sacred name,’ z.tf., while professing to be a 
Christian (a view mentioned by Chrys.). Then follows the sentence (ver, 5). 
This has been interpreted in two ways (cf. Ang. Contra Episi. Par men, iii. 3): 
I, The miraculous infliction of some bodily punishment, perhaps even death — tlie 
view of Chrys., whose advocacy of it is responsible for its general acceptance. 
He supposes that the offender was to be stricken judicially with ‘ an evil ulcer or 
other disease,’ comparing Job’s trial by Satan (Job ii. 7) and the doom incurred by 
certain Corinthians for sacrilegious observance of the Holy Supper (xi. 30-33). 
Cf. Baur, St. Paut^ I. pp, 299 ff. The cases of Ananias and Sapphira (Ac. v. 
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able, this boast of yours. Do you not know that ‘ a little 
1 leaven leavens the whole mass ’ ? Clear out the stale leaven, 
that you may be a fresh mass, unleavened as indeed you are. 

8 For our Passover was sacrificed, even Christ ; and so let us 
keep the Feast not with stale leaven nor with leaven of malice 
and wickedness but with unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth. 

In his first letter the Apostle had strenuously enjoined a mis- 
on the Corinthians the avoidance of contaminating inter- standing 
course. ‘ For,’ he asks in a surviving fragment of the letter, comctei 
‘ what participation have righteousness and lawlessness ? 

Or what fellowship has light with darkness ? ’ His counsel 
had been misconstrued, partly, perhaps, in all good faith 
by the ascetic party in their zeal for moral purity, and partly 
also by the libertines in their resentment of moral restraint. 

It had been represented as an injunction to have dealings 
only with the morally irreproachable, and this was denounced 
as an impossible requirement. It would necessitate separa- 
tion from the world and the conversion of the Church into a 
community of recluses. The perversion of his counsel had 
reached the Apostle’s ears, and he now corrects it and 

i-ii) and Elymas (xiii. 8-ii) are generally adduced. 2. The sentence signifies 
merely exclusion from the fellowship of the Church (ver. ii ; cf, Mt. xviii. 17) 
and from participation in her ordinances in order that the offender might recognise 
the heinoiisness of his sin and be moved to repentance (Ambrstr.), It may seem 
as though a bodily chastisement were implied by * the destruction of the flesh ’ ; 
but in Paul’s thought ‘the flesh’ denotes not the body merely but the body 
corrupted by sin, the seat of evil passions. The body {crQp.a) is a sacred thing 
destined to incorruption at the Resurrection ; and its destruction would not be 
the salvation of the man but his mutilation, as Chrys. recognises (‘if the soul is 
saved, beyond all contradiction the body will share its salvation’). It is the 
sinful flesh that is to be destroyed through repentance, that the man himself, soul 
and body, may be saved. ‘ Deliver to Satan ’ is the converse of ‘ baptise into 
Christ ’ (cf. Gal. iii. 27 ; Rom, vi, 3). As one ‘ baptised into Christ ’ is 
‘in Christ,’ so one ‘delivered to Satan’ is ‘in the Evil One’ (cf. i Jo. v. 19), 

The sentence was that the offender, who claimed to he ‘in Christ,’ should be 
relegated to his true position, ‘in Satan,’ in order that he might realise the misery 
and shame of it. The phrase recurs in i Tim. i. 20. It is not the regular phrase 
for ‘ excommunicate,’ which was awoixvpdyitr/op iroteiy (cf. Jo. ix. 22, xii. 42, 
xvi. 2) or (x(j>opi'^a,v (cf. Lk. vi. 22) ; and apparently the Apostle here employs the 
Greek formula of execration, which mns thus on one of the Magical Papyri in 
British Museum : Trapadldujfil troirdv Sttojs . . ‘Spirit of the 

Dead, I deliver to thee X, in order that . . This formula would be familiar to 
the Corinthians. 
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explains that he had not referred to the inevitable inter- 
course of human society but to the fellowship of the Church* 

9 I wrote to you in my letter that you should not associate 

10 with fornicators ; not, certainly, the fornicators of this world 
or the greedy and extortioners or idolaters, since you would 

xr then have to quit the world. And now I write ^ to you that 
you should not associate with any one bearing the name of 
‘ brother * who is a fornicator or greedy or an idolater or a 
reviler or a drunkard or an extortioner — ^that with a person 
13 of this sort you should not even eat. For what have I to do 
with judging those outside? Is it not of those within that 
Dt, xxii isyon are judges ? Those without God will judge. ' Remove 
the evil man from your ovm company.’ 

And now the Apostle passes to the third scandal. The 
Corinthians were naturally a contentious people ; and that 
deplorable case of immorality had enkindled their animosi- 
ties. They bandied accusations and recriminations, and 
they carried their quarrels before the heathen magistrates. 
It was a pitiful exposure of the Church's shame ; and it is 
no wonder that it should have moved the Apostle to indignant 
protest. First, he points out that it was unnecessary, since 
the Church, like her model, the Jewish Synagogue, had a 
. , : judicature of her own, and if one Christian had a grievance 

' ; ^ against another, it was before the Church's court that he 

; Dari. viK should bring it and not before a heathen tribunal It is 

S', i written that * judgment is given to the saints ' : they will 

' jwdge the world, both men and angels ; and surely, he 

' ‘ argues with keen irony, they are competent for the adjudica- 

" ^ tion of petty grievances — an office which demanded no high 

\ spirituality and was fitly entrusted to the Church's lesser 

’ . ; ‘ ' rulers. Indeed, he continues, there should be no litigation 

^ between Christians. It is always a losing fight, and the 

winner has the worst of it. For the only true victory lies 
in the sufferance of wrong. 

I Has any of you the effrontery, when he has an affair with 
his neighbour, to go to law before the unriglii coils and not 
2 before the saints ? Or do you not know that liie saints will 
judge the world ? And if the world is judged at your bar. 
3 are you unfit for petty tribunals ? Do you not know that 

^ rvp epistolary aorist. Cf^ 219. 


3. Litiga- 
tion. 
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4 we shall judge angels, let alone secular affairs?^ Rather, 
if you have secular tribunals, place them that are naught 

5 accounted in the Church — ^place these on the bench.^ I say 
it to move you to shame. Has it come to this, that there 
is no one among you wise enough to be able to intervene and 

6 decide his brother’s case, but brother goes to law wdtli 

7 brother, and that before strangers to the Faith ? To go no 
farther, the fact is that you are absolutely the losers in having 
lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged ? 

8 Why not rather be defrauded ? Nay, it is you that do the 

9 wronging and defrauding, and that to brothers. Or do you 
not know that wrong-doers shall not inherit God’s Kingdom ? 
Be not deceived. Neither fornicators nor idolaters nor 

10 adulterers nor sodomites nor thieves nor greedy persons, 
no drunkards, no revilers, no extortioners shall inherit 

11 God’s Kingdom. And all this some of you used to be ; 
but you washed yourselves clean, you were sanctified, you 
were accounted righteous in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and in the Spirit of our God.^ 




At this point the progress of the letter was arrested by a 
welcome interruption — the arrival of three delegates from 
Corinth, Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, bearing a 
communication from their Church. It was the long expected 
answer to the Apostle’s first letter, and it necessitated an 
extensive alteration of his plans. His intention had been 
that on the completion of the present letter Timothy should 
convey it to its destination, and not only reinforce its argu- 
ment but refute the allegation that Paul w-as afraid to visit 
Corinth and face his critics by explaining the true reason 
of his protracted sojourn at Ephesus. And indeed an 
explanation w^as needed ; for his original intention had been 
to make but a brief stay in the Asian capital, and proceed 
thence to Corinth and, save for an excursion to Macedonia, 
remain there until the close of his mission, thus affording 


Arrival of 
Corin- 
thian 
delegates. 

Cf. XVI. 17 


Cf. iv. 17, 
18. 


Cf. 2 Cor. 
i. IS* 


^ ^u<fTLK 6 ^ was used like the mediaeval s^ai/arzs in contrast with rdi^/osas, 
Cf. Chrys. on Rom. xiii. i : ravra diardTrerat, Kal lepev^i Kal fxopaxoh, ovxl 
iSuoriKoh }xbvov, 

^ Tovs €^ov&€vrj!J.hovs iv €Kk\if}<riq.f not Apostles or Prophets or Teachers but such 
as were endowed with tlie humbler gifts of administrative capacity (cf. xii. 28). 
Otherwise : ‘ Do you place on the bench those who are set at naught in the 
Church (?.<?., heathen magistrates)?’ This, however, ignores odvj immo veto 
(cf. Lk. xi. 28). 

® Vers. 12-20, a fragment of the first letter* Cf. p. 236. 
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cf. I Cor. the Corinthians the privilege of a second ministry in their 
midst. This promise he had been unable to fulfil, for he had 
been detained at Ephesus by the unexpected emergence of 
precious opportunities and imperative claims ; and he 
reckoned that he must remain a full year longer. His 
present intention was to leave Ephesus after Pentecost, 56.^ 
Nor would he even then proceed direct to Corinth. Trouble 
had arisen in the north. It seems that the Judaist propa- 
gandists, in their passage from Galatia to Achaia, had 
travelled through Macedonia and had prosecuted their 
mischievous enterprise en route ; and thus the Macedonian 
churches, so lately convulsed by eschatological excitement, 
were in the throes of another and more bitter controversy. 
And therefore his intention was that on his departure from 
cc 1 Cor. Ephesus in May, 56, he should betake himself in the first 
jcvi. 5, . Macedonia, and, after allaying the trouble, 

proceed to Corinth and there perhaps pass the ensuing 
winter. 

Mission of All this it was expedient that the Corinthians should 
lo'^iace- understand, in order that their minds might be disabused of 
the suspicion that he had played them false ; and Timothy 
would have explained it on delivering the letter. But now 
the letter was delayed. It must be extended to cover the 
questions raised by the Corinthian communication ; and 
since these were numerous and diflficult, it would be some 
time ere it was completed. And since the delegates 
would convey it on their return, Timothy was relieved of 
that office, and he was meanwhile available for another 
and most urgent service. He would still indeed visit Corinth 
as Paul’s deputy, but he would travel thither by the over- 
land route and visit the distracted churches of Macedonia 
Ac. xix. by the way. It was a difficult mission, and the Apostle 
cor.^vL associated with him several of his Ephesian company, 
“• particularly Erastus. He calculated that they would reach 
Corinth soon after the delivery of the letter by the three 
delegates, and they would reinforce its argument by their 
personal appeal. 

• In the year 56 the Day of Pentecost was 'May 9. Cf. Lewin, Fas/. Sat., 
p. 307. 
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And now he resumes his interrupted task and proceeds to The cor- 
discuss the problems which the Corinthian rescript pro- rescript, 
pounded. That document has of course perished,^ but the 
course of the Apostle's argument discloses its general pur- 
port. It was a statement of the controversy which had 
arisen out of that disgraceful scandal — a Corinthian Christian's 
union wdth his stepmother. That was the original casus 
belli between the ascetics and the libertines, but the con- 
troversy had travelled beyond it. Fresh issues had emerged, 
and these it had been decided to submit to the Apostle's 
consideration. They concerned sexual relations : things 
sacrificed to idols : abuses in public worship : spiritual 
gifts : the resurrection of the body : the collection for the 
poor at Jerusalem. The statement would be drawn up by 
the Elders of the Church, and they deputed three of their 
number to convey it to Ephesus and expound it to the 
Apostle. Probably these were representatives of the con- 
flicting parties. Stephanas, the earliest of his converts in 
Achaia and his tried friend, ^ wuuld represent Paul's 
supporters, while Achaicus and Fortunatus would appear 
on behalf of the ascetics and the libertines.® 

Disappointing though it was, the Corinthian communica- The 
tion afforded the Apostle no small gratification. It ex- Answer.* 
plained the long delay in replying to his first letter. His 
disciplinary mandate had not indeed been executed, but it 
had been seriously considered and the rescript invited dis- 
cussion of large and important problems. It was a precious 
opportunity, and he gladly embraced it in the hope of 
effecting a complete and enduring settlement. His gratifica- 
tion appears in the kindlier tone which characterises the 
remainder of his letter. He desists from sarcasm, and 
addresses himself to high and serious argument, and labours 
to lesolve the perplexities of his friends. 

^ The canon of the Armenian Church contains two brief and absolutely worth- 
less letters, purporting to be the Corinthian communication and Paufs reply, 

Cf. Fabricius, Cod. Apocr* iV. T,y pp. 918 sq. ; Giles, Cod, Apocr. N, Tl, ll. 
pp. 509 sq. 

2 Cf. p. 148. 

* Since tradition, after its wont, makes Achaicus one of the Seventy Aposttei 
it may perhaps be inferred that be was a Jewish Christian and the representativ® 
of the ascetic party. 
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Then he turns to the question of divorce ; and here ■ 

The Lord had delivered 
veidict, and that was final. Divorce is illegitimate ex 
adultery, and a divorced woman must remain 
marned or else be reconciled to her husband. 
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to To the married my charge — ^not mine but the Lord's~is that 
zi a wife should not be divorced from a husband ; but if she be cf. Mt % 
divorced, let her remain unmarried, or else let her be reconciled 3®- 
to her husband ; and that a husband should not put away his 
wife. 

Here the question presents itself whether unbelief is a (3) Mixed 
legitimate reason for divorce. Since, according to the J^amages. 
Scriptures, idolatry is spiritual whoredom, it was maintained 
that a convert whose spouse remained a heathen should seek 
divorce ; and the idea, it appears, had been encouraged by 
the Apostle's warning in his first letter against being 2 cor. vi. 

' incongruously yoked with strangers to the Faith/ 

On this question there was no express decision of the Lord, 
yet he answers it with absolute confidence. Amixed marriage 
should not be dissolved where there was mutual contentment. 

It was not an unholy union, since, by the law of imputation, 
the believer sanctified the unbeliever ; and, moreover, there 
was always the hope that the believer might win the un- 
believer. Where, however, contentment was lacking, it 
was legitimate to sever the union in the interest of peace. 

13 To the rest I say — I, not the Lord : If any brother has a wife 
who is a stranger to the Faith, and she is well pleased to dwell 

13 with him, let him not put her away ; and a vife — if she has a 
husband who is a stranger to the Faith, and he is well pleased 

14 to dwell with her, let her not put her husband away. For the 
husband who is a stranger to the Faith has been hallowed by 

* fellowship with his wife, and the wife who is a stranger to the 
Faith has been hallowed by fellowship with the brother ; else 

15 your children are unclean, but as it is they are holy. If, 
however, the* stranger to the Faith seeks divorce, let him have 
it : the brother or the sister is not enslaved in such cases. 

16 It is in peace that God has called you. For how do you know, 
wife, but that you will save your husband ? Or how do you 

I know, husband, but that you will save your wife ? 

The grand principle was that * it is in peace that God has codiycon^ 
called us.' Christianity destroys nothing ; it transfigures 
everything. It takes our lives as it finds them, and enters 
graciously into them, blessing and enriching them. Hence 
it follows that, whatever be a man's condition at his con- 
version, he should maintain it and live the new life amid the 


262 LIFE AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 


I. Sexual The rescript submitted a group of problems connected 
(f^ThT relation of the sexes. The first of these was the 

kitimLy question of the legitimacy of marriage, which the ascetics 
fmgt!' contemned. If they did not prohibit it outright, they at 
all events counselled celibacy as the more honourable estate. 
The Apostle's decision is that marriage is not merely 
legitimate but, as a rule, expedient. He would rather 
indeed that his own example were followed. He %vas a 
vddower,^ and he had remained unmarried ; but the grace 
of continence was not granted to all, and his concession 
was absolute. In every case " marriage is better than the 
fever of desire/ 

mi Regarding the doctrine you write about, that 'it is 
a honourable for a man never to touch a woman’: Since 
fornication is so frequent, let each man have his own wife 

3 and each woman her proper husband. Let the husband 
pay the wife her due, and the wife pay the husband his. 

4 It is not the wife that has authority over her own body, 
but the husband ; and likewise it is not the husband that 

5 has authority over his own body, but the wife. Never defraud 
one another, unless it be by agreement for a season, that 
you may devote 5murselves to prayer ^ and then resume your 
relationship, lest .Satan tempt you since you lack self-control 

6, 7 1 sa}^ this by way of concession, not of injunction ; and I 
wish that ail men were like myself. But each has his own 
gift of grace from God, one in this way and another in that, 
8. And I say to widowers and widows,^ it is honourable for 
9 them if they remain like me ; yet if they be lacking in self- 
control, let them marry ; for marriage is better than the 
fever of desire,^ 

(2) Divorce. Tlieii he tunis to the question of divorce ; and here there 
is no need for argument. The Lord had delivered His 
verdict, and that was final. Divorce is illegitimate except 
for adultery ; and a divorced woman must remain iin- 
niarried or else be reconciled to her husband. 

^ Cf. p. 31. 

® T, R. ‘ fasting and prayer.’ &?*ABCDEFGP om. rrj y-ijcrrclq. xaL A similai 
^etic interpolation occurs in Mk. ix. 29. Cf. 77 ie Hisioi-ic Jems, p. 73. 

® €f. p. 31, n. I. 

* Tfpoi'cr^?ai, ‘be consumed with the {ire of lusi.’ (cf. Rom. i. 27), not ‘be 
burned in Gehenna for their sin ’ (Cypr. Epist. X// ad Pompon, iv). 
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m ■ To the married my charge — ^not mine but the Lord’s — ^is that 
SI a wife should not be divorced from a husband ; but if she be cf. Mt y. 
divorced, kt her remain unmarried, or else let her be reconciled 32. 
to her husband ; and that a husband should not put away his 
wife* 

Here the question presents itself whether unbelief is a (3) Mixed 
legitimate reason for divorce* Since, according to the 
Scriptures, idolatry is spiritual whoredom, it was maintained 
that a convert whose spouse remained a heathen should seek 
divorce ; and the idea, it appears, had been encouraged by 
the Apostle’s warning in his first letter against being 2 cor* n, 

' incongruously yoked with strangers to the Faith.’ 

On this question there was no express decision of the Lord, 
yet he answers it with absolute confidence. A mixed marriage 
should not be dissolved where there was mutual contentment. 

It was not an unholy union, since, by the law of imputation, 
the believer sanctified the unbeliever ; and, moreover, there 
was always the hope that the believer might win the un- 
believer. Where, how^ever, contentment was lacking, it 
was legitimate to sever the union in the interest of peace. 

12 To the rest I say — I, not the Lord : If any brother has a wife 
who is a stranger to the Faith, and she is w'ell pleased to dw^ell 

13 with him, let him not put her away ; and a wife — if she has a 
husband who is a stranger to the Faith, and he is well pleased . 

14 to dwell with her, let her not put her husband away. For the 
husband who is a stranger to the Faith has been hallowed by 
fellowship with his wife, and the wife who is a stranger to the 
Faith has been hallowed by fellowship with the brother ; else 

15 your children are unclean, but as it is they are holy. If, 
however, the^stranger to the Faith seeks divorce, let him have 
it: the brother or the sister is not enslaved in such cases. 

16 It is in peace that God has called you. For how do you know, 
wife, but that you will save your husband ? Or how do you 
know, husband, but that you will save your wife ? 

The grand principle was that ‘it is in peace that God has codiycoa- 
called us.’ Christianity destroys nothing ; it transfigures 
everything. It takes our lives as it finds them, and enters 
graciously into them, blessing and enriching them. Hence 
it follows that, whatever be a man’s condition at his con- 
version, he should maintain it and- live the new life amid the 
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old surroundings. For example, a Jew should not undo Ms 
circumcision ; nor need a slave fret that he must remain a 
slave. Slavery was indeed a grievous condition, and if an 
opportunity of emancipation offered, it should be welcomed. 
But the rule was that ‘ where each was called, there he should 
remain in God's company.' A believer, though he was a 
slave, was ' the Lord's freedman ' ; and though he was free, 
he was still' Christ's slave.' 

tf Only, as the Lord has apportioned to each, as God has 
called each, so let him comport himself. And so I am giving 

18 order in all the churches. Had one been circumcised when 
he was called? Let him not undo the operation,^ Has 
one been called in uncircumcision? Let him not be cir- 

19 cumcised. Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is 

30 nothing : keeping God's commandments is everything. In 

31 the calling wherein each was called, let him remain. Were 
you a slave when you were called ? Never mind ; but if 
you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.^ 

32 For one who was a slave when he was called in the Lord is 
the Lord's freedman ; similarly, one who was free when he was 

33 called is a slave of Christ. ‘ You were bought at a price ' : 

34 become not slaves of men. Where each was called, brothers, 
there let him remain in God's company. 

The Apostle had a special reason for thus introducing the 
question of slavery and enlarging upon it. In his first letter, 
by way of inculcating the moral obligation of redemption, 

*• This was sometimes done by Jews to escape Gentile taunts in the baths and 
gymnasia {cf, SchUrer, I. i. p. 203). On the method cf. Wetstein. 

* }ia.XKov xp^erat admits of two interpretations. I. Supply rf BovXeli^t ‘although 
(cf. Lk. xi. 8} you can gain your freedom, rather remain in slavery^ {p.S.\\op 
§oi/\€ve). So Chrys. : px&wm tj iovXela &XXa Kal 

Similarly Ambrstr. (who regards the precept as corrective of a possible mis- 
imderstancling : ‘lest perhaps, on hearing, ^‘Were you a slave when* you were 
called ? Never mind,” one should be more negligent in good service of his roaster 
after the flesh, and thus the doctrine of Christ should be blasphemed’}, Eeng., 
Meyer, Alford. 2. Supply ry : ,‘if indeed (cf. Lk. xi. 18) you can gain 

your freedom, avail yourself of it,’ d dijvaffait iXevOepistdyvaif iXevdeptoSyrL (Chrys., 
who quotes this interpretation disapprovingly). So Luth., Beza, Calv., Grot, 
Lightfoot. This is preferable, since it is natural to supply ry iXevdepia from 
On xpTjordctf in the sense of ‘avail oneself of an opportunity within 
one’s reach,’ cf. ix. 12, 15. The Apostle does not mean that slavery is actually 
the preferable condition but only that it should be accepted when it is one’s 
■' appointed, lot ’ 
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he had written : ' You are not your own ; for you were 
bought at a price. Glorify God, then, in your body ’ ; and 
it seems that the Corinthians had asked what redemption ^ 
was worth if it was only a new bondage. Paul answers with 
that paradox : ‘ The Lord's freedman, Christ’s slave.' Here 
is a magnificent conception which had captivated his 
imagination and colours all his thought of redemption. It 
was based upon a merciful Greek usage. When a slave was 
hardly treated, he might take refuge in a temple, particularly 
the Temple of Theseus or the Temple of the Erinnyes at 
Athens, and claim the privilege of being sold to the deity.* 

He had previously brought thither his purchase-price, the 
hoarding of his poor feculium, and when this was handed 
over to his master in the presence of witnesses, he forthwith 
passed into the god’s possession, and thenceforth he was 
unassailably and irrevocably free. He did not pass into the 
service of the temple. He had been ‘ bought for freedom.’ 

He was the god’s property, and it would have been sacrilege 
for any mortal to claim dominion over him.® 

And here the Apostle recognised an image of the Christian 
Redemption. The sinner is ‘ a slave of sin,’ and the legalist Rom. ■«. 
is ‘ a slave of the Law ’ ; but when he ‘ entrusts himself to oaUv. 
Christ for freedom,’ he is ‘ bought at a price,’ and thenceforth 
he is ‘ called for freedom.’ He is ‘ Christ’s slave,’ and it 2o?vii.a3; 
were sacrilege that he should ever again ‘ become a slave of ^ 3 - 
man ’ or ‘ again get into the grip of a yoke of slavery.’ His 23*"°Gia!'' 
slavery to Christ is a sacred freedom, a complete and irre- 
vocable emancipation. And hence, when Paul styled himself cf. Rom. 

‘ a slave of Jesus Christ,’ it w^-as no epithet of self-abasement •; 1 ; 

^ Cf. sclioL on Aristoph. Eguit, 1308 ; Suidas under Plut, Thes, 36 ; 

Pollux, VII. 13. 

® The usage is exemplified by an inscription recently discovered at Delphi 
(cf. Deis-sraann, Light from the 4 noie}ii Easty pp. 327 fF.). It is dated the first 
year of 2nd c. B.C. iirplaro 0 ^AtoWcop 6 JU'Bios woLpa 

iXe.vd€pta crtS/xa yvpaiKeiop q ^voiia N/Arata, rb yipos^j^cafiaiap, ri/jLas: dpyvplov fivav 
rpiQv Kcd '//jtuuyatou, ’srpoaToBSTas Kara top vhpLOP E£>'/xva<rros rhp np-ap 

dwe-x^i. rap (hvdp Ma-rev<Tc ix* i\€v 6 cpi^y * The Pythian 

Apollo i'ought from Sosibius of Aniphissa for freedom a woman slave named 
Kicrca, by race a Roman, at a price of three and a half minse of silver. Previous 
vendor according to the law, Eumnastus of Amphissa. The price received. And 
the purchase {i.e,y herself) Nicaea entrusted ■ to.Apollo for freedom.’ , Then follow : 
lb. r’Vnatuies of the witnesses 
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but a title of supreme honour, his proudest boast. Because 
he was ‘ Christ’s slave,’ he was ‘ the Lord’s freedman.’ 

The next question related to the practice of virginity 
which already prevailed among the Jewish sect of the 
Essenes,^ and which by and by came into high repute in the 
Christian Church. It was thus early advocated by the 
ascetic party at Corinth as a special merit in both sexes. 

Here again the Apostle confesses that the Lord had left 
no decision, and he propounds his own judgment with un- 
concealed diffidence. It follows from the legitimacy of 
marriage that there is no essential excellence in virginity. 
This he allows ; nevertheless there was a consideration 
which weighed with him and disposed him, in existing circum- 
stances, to concede the ascetic contention. The Day of the 
Lord, according to the confident though mistaken expectation 
of the Apostolic Church, was at hand ; and in view of that 
imminent consummation and its disastrous prelude it were 
well that a Christian, as he valued his own peace and desired 
to acquit himself worthily, should refrain from worldly 
entanglements. The Lord’s cause claimed his entire 
devotion, and domestic cares would distract his mind. 
Michelangelo never married, alleging that ‘ art is a sufficiently 
exacting mistress ’ ; and are the claims of the Kingdom of 
Heaven less engrossing or less imperative ? 

Hence, in existing circumstances, it seemed to the Apostle 
that celibacy was not merely a counsel of prudence but a 
Christian duty. Nevertheless he would leave it an open 
question, and he recognises a situation where marriage was 
expedient. Evidently he is dealing here with an actual case 
which had been submitted to his judgment — that of a Chris- 
tian who had plighted his troth and had since been persuaded 
of the excellence of virginity yet shrank from doing his 
fiancee a wrong. 

His handling of the case is well illustrated by the story of 
Ammon, the Egyptian monk.® He found himself in that 
veiy position; and in deference to his kinsfolk’s impor- 
tunities he kept his troth, but on bringing his bride home 
he read to her the Apostle’s counsel in this passage and 
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enlargexi upon it, setting forth the ills of marriage and the 
advantages of virginity. His arguments prevailed, and the 
wedded yet virgin pair betook themselves to a hut in the 
Nitrian Desert and lived there for a while in pure companion- 
ship, until at her proposal they took up their abodes in 
separate huts and practised the ascetic life to the end of 
their days. 

It is such ' spiritual marriage ' that the Apostle recommends 
where troth has been plighted and cannot without cruelty 
be broken ; and the relationship must in nowise be con- 
founded with that perilous intimacy which clerics and 
monks maintained in after days with ' sisters ' and ' beloved/ 
and which was justly stigmatised as a scandal in the case of 
Paul of Samosata/ The virginity which is here contem- 
plated is a triumph of heroic self-abnegation, a voluntar5^ 
abstinence from legitimate indulgence ; and the Apostle 
recognises the extreme difficulty of the achievement, and 
while recommending it does not enjoin it. It is marriage 
that he has in view ; and while he suggests abstinence from 
its privileges, he freely permits their exercise. He distinctly 
reaffirms the permanence of the marriage-bond. Abstinence 
must be by mutual consent, and the refusal of nuptial 
rights would be an injustice. 

«5 Regarding virgins : ^ I have no injunction of the Lord, but 
I give my judgment as one whose experience of the Lord’s 

26 mercy entities him to trust. I think, then, this is as a general 
principle the honourable course in view of the present con- 

27 straint — it is honourable for a man to be in this estate. Are 
you bound to a wife? Do not seek release. Have you no 

28 wife to be released from ? ^ Do not seek one. If, however, 
you do marry, you have committed no sin ; and if your 

^ Cf. Eus. M’s'L JScd. VII. 30. It was in the course of this unhappy cas« that 
the daeXi^ai or dyaiTTfrai were stigmatised by the Antiochenes, with their knack 
of coining epithets (cf. p. 67}, as (TwdmKToti virgines subintrodmtff, Cf. 
Heinichen on Eus. Exc. xiii. j Bingham, Ant. vi. ii. 13. 

^ 7 rap$hos was both masc. and fern. Cf. Rev.- xiv. 4. 0 rapBipos was a title 

of the Apostle John. 

® KaXbp virdpx^LPi cf, n. on Gal. ii. 14, p. 200. 

^ XiXvcrai does not imply that the man has been bound. Cf. Ignat. Jd 
xii : £l yap mi dide/naij Trphs 'ipa rwp X€\viJi.4voiP hfiOiv oiiK eip-i, ‘though I aa 
bound, I am not comparable with one of you who are free.* 
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virgin marry, she has committed no sin. But such persons 
will have distress in the flesh, and I am for sparing you. 

89 This, however, I admit, ^ brothers : Our opportunity is 
abridged ; henceforth those who have wives must be as 

30 though they had none,^ and those who weep as though they 
did not weep, and those who rejoice as though they did not 
rejoice, and those who buy as though they possessed nothing, 

31 and those who use the world as though they refrained from its 
full use ; for the world as it is now constituted is passing away. 

38 And I wish you to be free from anxiety.^ The unmarried man 
is anxious about the Lord's aflairS' — ^liow he may please the 

33 Lord ; while one who is married is anxious about the world's 

34 affairs — how he may please his wife ; and so his interests are 
divided. Also the woman*— the widow and the virgin ^ — ^is 
anxious about the Lord's affairs, that she may be holy both in 
body and in spirit ; but one who is married is anxious about 

35 the world’s affairs — ^how she may please her husband. This 
I say for your profit, not that I may cast a halter round your 
necks ; no, the end in view is seemliness and attendance on 
the Lord without distraction,^ 

36 But if one thinks he is behaving unseemly toward his virgin, 
in case he be over-lusty, and there is no help for it, let him do 

37 what he desires ; he is not sinning ; let them marry. But one 
who stands steadfast in his heart and has no constraint but has 
authority where his own will is concerned, and has decided in 
his own heart to keep his virgin intact, will do honourably. 

$s And so, while one who puts his virgin to the use of marriage 
does honourably, one who refrains will do better.® 

^ cf. X. 15, 19; XV. 50. 

* TO XoLTTGv Lva, elHpt., ‘henceforth (see to it) that.’ Cf. 2 Cor. viii. 7 ; 
Mk. V. 23. 'Fertallian’s ‘superest ut* [Ad Uxor. i. 5) and Vulg. ‘ reiiqinim est 
lit’ import a Latin idiom. 

Kpicr. in. xxii. 45*49 is an interesting parallel to this passage. 

Reading fxejuipio-rai. Kal 7; •yvv^ i) dyajLios teal y irapBivos fxepijJLPi^ (W, H,, 
Nestle). I'isch. : Trj ywaiKl. /cal nal y yvv^ nai y TrapOipos" y iyap.ot 

‘ and there is a difference between the wife and the virgin : the unmarried 
woman is anxious.’ 

* uTreptcrTrr.crrws, cf. Lk. x. 40 : vtpuffiraro rcpl iroXki]^ dcaKoviap, ‘distracted 
alxjut rmicii service,’ the only other instance of the phrase in N. T.— a significant 
paodiel. 

'I'he sitiuition here has been conceived in two ways. The prevailing idea, as 
old as Chr3’s. {ct. Ue Virg. *]%), is that the Apostle is dealing with the case of a 
fatlicr who, recognising the excellence of virginity, would keep his daughter 
unmarried but fears he is dealing hardly with her when he sees her youth fading 
{ikv f eTepa/:aos, ‘if she be past the flower of her age’). This is supported by 
(l) if ff mean ‘past the flower of youth,’ and {2) yaixVpuiy if it must be 

understood as ‘give in marriage.’ : On the other hand, it is irreconcilable with 
jaixeirLtiffiXy, whicli can hardly mean anything else than Met them (g'.tf., the ris and 
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$9 ' A woman is bound all her husband^s life-time ; but if he be 

gone to his rest, she is free to marry whom she will, provided 
4oit be in the Lord. But she is more blessed if she remain as she 

is, according to my judgment ; and I fancy too I have God’s 

Spirit.;, 

The second problem which the Corinthian rescript sub- 2. Things 
milted to the Apostle w^as the legitimacy of eating things 
sacrificed to idols ; and this was a problem which inevitably 
confronted a Christian community in a heathen city. It 
was only a portion of a sacrificial victim that was consumed 
on the altar, sometimes only a few hairs ; and the remainder 
was used as food. The sacrifices were numerous, insomuch 
that the meat-market was largely furnished from the 
temples. And thus the likelihood was that the meat w^hicli 
a Christian purchased was the flesh of an idol-sacrifice. 

It may indeed have been possible for him, ere he made liis 
purchase, to inquire and ascertain its origin ; but there was 
no such remedy when he was invited to the table of a 
heathen friend. It was the fashion for a devout heathen, 
by wTiy of thanksgiving for good fortune, to hold a feast in 
the temple of his deity and invite his acquaintances to share 
it.^ It was a religious celebration, and participation was 
impossible for a Christian. His presence at the banquet 
would have been open idolatry, an act of homage to the 
heathen deity. It was, however, another matter wEen a 
Christian w-as invited by a heathen neighbour to visit his 
house and enjoy his hospitality. It was simply a social 

his jrapOho?) many.’ It is thus not a father but a lover that is in question, nor 
are the objections to this view valid, (i) viripoLKfj^os occurs only here, and while 
it might mean ^ past the flower of youth,’ it may rather mean “exceedingly lusty.’ 

Cf. v7repaK/j.dl'ciy^ “excel in youthful vigour’ (Athen. 657 d). (2) yapdl-up is 

found only in N. T. (cf. ISIt. xxii. 30 ; xxiv. 38) ; and on the aiialog>’ of similar 
formations (cf. cra^iiarVpiLVy iovbdCl^ap) it should denote, not 

“give in marriage,’ but rather ‘practise marriage,’ ‘put to the marriage-use.’ 
Moreover, neitlrer nor exct-w avdyK 7 ]v is appropriate to mere paternal 

severity. The former implies indecency (cf. Rom. i. 27 ; Rev. xvi. 15}, and 
ciydyKt] can only signify the constraint of passion overpowering i^omlay rrepl rod 
idiov deXijpaTos,. ■ ■■ 

^ Specimens of such invitations have been unearthed at Oxyrhynchus. Oxyrk. 

PaJ?, IIO: ipciora ere Xaipr],aii)P oeiirvijiraL eis KXelvrjiv rod Kvplov iSapdirtoos iv r(p 
'ZapaTutp d^piov, ijrts ianv ic, dTTo (bpas 0, ‘ Cbajremon invites you to dine at the 
table of the Lord Sarapis in the Temple of Sarapis to-morrow, the i5th, at 3 
o’clock.’ Cf. No. 523. 
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occasion ; and why should a Christian ref use the invitation, 
and thus not merely exclude himself from kindly human 
intercourse but miss the opportunity for leavening the 
world ? Still a difficulty remained. The flesh of victims 
sacrificed in the heathen temples would be served without 
scruple at a heathen table ; and was it legitimate for a 
Chiiatian to partake of it ? 

The question was agitating the Corinthian Church, and 
two opinions were hotly maintained. There was a scrupulous 
party which absolutely condemned the eating of things 
sacrificed to idols, and there was a liberal party which 
regarded it as an affair of no moment ; and after the manner 
of controversialists each had run to an extreme. It appears 
that the advocates of liberalism were in so far the worse 
offenders that they had sinned against the law of charity by 
assuming an air of superiority and regarding their opponents 
with supercilious contempt. At all events it is to them that 
the Apostle addresses his remonstrances and reproofs. 

He begins by quoting a series of sentences from their 
statement of the controversy, and he dismisses each with a 
curt and incisive criticism. 

viii. 1 Regarding things sacrificed to idols : ‘ We are aware that 
we all have knowledge.’ 

Here speaks the self-complacent intellectual who has 
never learned the Socratic lesson that the beginning of 
knowledge is the recognition of one’s ignorance, ^ still less 
the Christian truth of the supremacy of love. And so the 
Apostle answers : 

Knowledge breeds windy conceit ; it is love that builds 
* up. If any one fancies he has attained any knowledge, he 
3 has no such knowledge yet as he should have ; but if any one 

loves God, he it is that is known by Him. 

The prevalent notion alike of the later Jews and of the 
primitive Christians regarding the gods of heathendom was 
that they were demons ; and though they w'ere subsequently 
accounted as merely dead men superstitioiisly deified, yet 
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it was maintained that the demons worked in their names. ^ 
Hence the danger of participation in heathen rites. It 
involved the risk of demonic possession ; and this is the 
reason which the scnipulons party alleged for abstinence 
from meat which had been sacrificed to idols. The inteb 
lectiials had adopted what seemed to them a more rational 
attitude. They regarded the heathen gods as m.ere fictions 
of superstition, and they argued that, since an idol was 
' nothing in the world,' it could inflict no injury. The fear 
of exposure to the malign operation of demons by eating 
things sacrificed to idols was a baseless apprehension. 

^ then, the eating of things sacrificed to idols : 
W'c are aware that an idol is nothing in the world, and that 

5 there IS no God but One. For, though there are so-called 

. << ^ in heaven or on earth, as there are many 

6 g^ods and many lords/' 2 

hat her who is the source of all things, and it is to Him that 
we tend ; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things, and through Him are we.' 

It may be so, answers the Apostle ; but it is not every 
one who has attained so enlightened a view. Some ding to 
the old notion, and their scruples are entitled to consideration. 

knowledge dwells not in all. Some, retaining to 
tins hour the old notion about the idol, eat the food as an idol- 

sacrifice, and their conscience, being weak, is polluted. 

^ liberals again, ‘ will not recommend us to 

, God. We are neither the worse off bv not eating nor the 
, better off by eating.' 

,^ ^ . liue,^. answers the Apostle, but here again consideration ■ 
is a duty. It is spiritually injurious to do what one'S' con* ■ 
science disapproves ; and if your example induces a weak 

P- 75 B (Sylburg.): kuI rd juh ivbiiara S>p <p7]s 
cr^l^^^Oai dp 6 /iard ecrn dvdpihirw, Tert, De Sj>ect lO : ‘Scimus nibi! 

esse noxnma mortuorum, sicut nec ipsa simulacra eorum : sed non ignoramus qui 
sub istis nominibus et institutis simulacris operentur et gaudeant et divinitatem 
mentiantur, neqiiam spiritus scilicet dsemones.’ 

^ a title not only of the heathen deities (cf. p. 269, n. i) but of the 

Koman Emperors. Cf. the refusal of the Egypthn Jews to call Caesar ‘Lord/ 
since they held that God alone was the Lord' (Tos. De BdL Tud. vtt. t 
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brother to violate his conscience, you are wronging not 
merely him but Christ who died for him. It is sacrilege to 
esteem lightly the purchase of the Saviour's precious blood. 

9 Beware, however, lest this authority of yours prove a 

10 stumbling-block to the weak. For if some one see you, the 
man with knowledge, at table in an idol-temple, will not his 
conscience, in case he is weak, be built up to the pitch of eating 

XX the things sacrificed to idols ? Your knowledge is the ruin of 

12 the weak man, the brother for whom Christ died. And thus, 
in sinning against the brothers and smiting their conscience^ 

13 weak as it is, it is against Christ that you are sinning. Where- 
fore, if food ensnares ^ my brother, I will eat flesh never more, 
lest I ensnare my brother. 

And now he proceeds to examine two pleas which the 
liberals urged in defence of their attitude. One was the plea 
of Christian liberty. They had a grievance, and indeed a 
serious grievance. Whatever scorn they might have felt, 
they would have suffered their opponents to practise their 
scrupulosity; but this did not suffice the latter. Not 
content with personal abstinence, they insisted that their 
practice should be the Church's law. It was a denial of 
Christian liberty, and the liberals naturally resented so 
intolerable a tyranny. 

The Apostle's answer is that, while Christian liberty is 
indeed a sacred right, it is a Christian duty to forgo one's 
rights when larger interests are at stake. And by way of 
illustration he adduces his own example, in no spirit of self- 
glorification but with the double purpose of resolving the 
immediate perplexity and at the same time repelling the 
Judaist attack on Ms owm apostolic authority. 

He has just affirmed Ms willingness to abstain from flesh 
rather than injure a weak brother. Was that a dereliction 
either of Ms Christian liberty or of his apostolic authority ? 
His apostlesMp, he deftly remarks, needed no vindication 
with the CorintMans. For they owed him their conversion, 
and this constituted an incontrovertible attestation of his 
divine commission ; it was his sufficient answer to Ms critics 

'I; Am I not free ? ' Am I not an Apostle;?. • Have' I not seen' 
■ ' a, Jesus :our Lord ? : Are not you my work in the Lord ? If to 

* Cfi T/ie Dajfs of His Fleshy p. 99. 
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others I am not an Apostle, yet to you:' at -least I am ; for you 
3 are the seal of my a.postlesMp in the Lord. My defence to 
m3" critics^ is just this. 

He was an Apostle, and he was entitled to apostolic His 
privileges, llie other Apostles had wives who accompanied . 
them on their miissioiiary travels ; and wherever they so- 
journed, they were maintained at. the Church's expense. 

These privileges belonged to him, yet he had never exercised 
them. He had remained unwed that he' might the more .cf. vii 29^ 
freely devote himself to his ministry ;.'-.-and it::was notorious. , 35’ , 
that he and his former colleague Barnabas had ;never:, exacted ; 
maintenance from the Church. The Corinthians knew how,,.. . 
during his ministry among them, he had earned, his daily 
bread by pl3ing his craft of tent-making, and how, ill lie 
would at times have fared but. for- the generosity of his ■ 
Macedonian friends.^ That was his constant practice ; he 
was pursuing it even then at Ephesus. 

4V5 .Are we not entitled', to food . and, drink ? Are ' we .not 

entitled to travel about with a sister, a', wife, like the rest. of Cf.Mt.xii 
6 the Apostles and the Lord's brothers ® and Cephas ? Or is sy-“Mk. 
it only Barnabas and I that are bound to work for our daily 
bread ? 

And what was the reason ? He had a right to remiinera- Why he 
tion. It is a principle of common equity that a man should exercise 
be paid for his service and live b}^ the fruit of his labour ; and 
it is recognised by the Scriptures. The Sacred Law" enjoins ■ 

That the very oxen should be alloived their mouthfuls of the 
grain wdiicli they tread out on the threshing-floor ; and a 
man is more in God's sight than an ox. And if the rule held 
in common work, it held much more in spiritual service. 

If the ploughman and the thresher were entitled to their 
wage, should the sowers of the heavenly seed go unrequited ? 

And who had so strong a claim' on the Corinthians as Paul 
and his companions who had won them to the Faith ? Yet 
he had waived his right. And the reason was Ms solicitude 

^ ms ipL^ dvaKpipovffii^s ^ those who examine me.* Cf. pp. 252!,. , , 

* Cf. p. 152. 

• Ci TAe Days af Mis FUsh^ p. 18, 

S ' ■ ' 


LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 


for the advancement of the Gospel. He would suffer any 
privation rather than put a hindrance in its way. 

7 Who ever goes a-soldiering at his own expense ? Who plants 
a vineyard; and does not eat its fruit ? Or who tends a herd; 
Sand never tastes the milk of the herd ? Is this mere human 

9 reasoning ? Is it not also the teaching of the Law ? For in 

Dt XXV. 4. ^ Moses it is written : ' Thou shall not muzzle the 

ox while it is treading out the grain.' Is it for the oxen that 

10 God is concerned ? Or is it entirely on our account that He 
says it ? Yes, it is on our account that it was written that the 
plougher has a right in doing his work and the thresher has a 

11 right in doing his to the hope of getting a share. If we sowed 
for you the spiritual seed, is it a great thing if we shall reap 

13 your material harvest ? If others share the claim upon yon, 
do not we still more ? But we did not exercise this claim. 
No, we put up with^ everything that we may occasion no 
hindrance to the Gospel of Christ. 

SscTiir^' Apostle was trenching on painful ground. It 

was a shame to the Corinthians that they had withheld his 
remuneration while he ministered among them, in face, too, 
of the generous example of their Macedonian fellow-converts. 
They knew^ the ordinance of the Law in this matter and the 
Lord's reaffirmation of it. His maintenance was their duty, 
and it in no wise absolved them that he had uncomplainingly 
suffered their neglect. Nor was he complaining now. Self- 
respect restrained him, and a higher motive still. His 
preaching of the Gospel was no voluntary office. It had been 
Sifiy-ai. thrust Upon him. He had reluctantly undertaken it at the 
Lord's behest, conscious of his unfitness ; and Ms nolo 
efiscofari had defined the conditions of his ministry. It 
was not a voluntary service ; else he would have been at 
liberty to bargain for remuneration. It was a divine 
stewardship, a sacred trust, an imperious obligation ; 

' v 'and 'therefore the .arrangement of' terms, did .not lie ■ with' 
Mm : he must do the work and fare as he might. He was 
, , indeed' entitled to'Ms wage';; but, wage, or no w^age, 'he,:miist: 
preach the Gospel. That was his sole concern. 

: .13 , . . Do you not know that- those who do the Templets work, eat 
of the Temple's provision ; those who attend the altar, share 

Th. iii. 
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S4tlie altar's portion ? So also the Lord gave order for those Dt. xviii 
who proclaim the Gospel to get their livelihood from 
x5 Gospel But I have exercised none of these rights. And I jo’/Lk. x, 
am not writing this in order that it may be so done in my case ; 7- ’ 
for it is a point of honour for me to die rather than ^ No 

16 one will make my boast an empty thing. For, if I preach the 
Gospel , it is nothing for me to boast of ; for necessity is imposed 

17 upon me ; ay, woe is me if I do not preach it ! For if it be 
by choice that I am engaged in this business, I have a wage ; 
but if it be by compulsion, I am entrusted with a stewardship. 

The preaching of the Gospel w^as his sole concern, and its m 
triumph his only reward; and therefore he sacrificed 
personal interests and abjured his rights. His one concern sole in> 
was the winning of men for Christ, and he would not contemn ^ 
their prepossessions and prejudices but, w-here no principle 
w^as at stake, would defer to these and always treat them 
gently and patiently and sympathetically. 

18 What, then, is the wage which induces me in preaching the 
Gospel to set no charge upon it, refraining from the exercise of 

19 my full right in the Gospels service ? Being free from all 

men, I made a slave to all that I might gain the greater 

30 number. And I became to the Jews as a Jew' that I might 
gain Jews ; to those under La^v as under Law, though I am 
not myself under Law, that I might gain those under Law; 

SI to those without Law' as one without Law — ^though I am not 
without God’s Law; no, I am within Christ’s Law— that I Cf. Gal. 
2 ^ might gain those without Law ; to the weak I became weak 
that I might gain the weak ; to every one I have become 
23 everything that I might in every case save some. And every- cf. 1 Jo. 
thing I do on account of the Gospel, that I may share its 3 - 
fellowship with others. 

And thus he proved his Christian liberty by freely relin- His self- 
quisliing it, and he commends his attitude to the Corinthian 
liberals by a famihar example— the isthmian Games w'hich 
every fifth year drew eager multitudes to their city.^ The 

^ A 13 aposiopesis. He is about to say ‘I had rather starve, avadavm' 
iChrys.), than accept grudging remuneration^ when he repents of the harshness. 

® Cf, p. 150. [Ciem. Rom.] Cor, ii. vii ; dymncrdifAeOai dSores on ip 
6 dydp Kul tri ch 7 oils (pdaprous dyQvas KaraTt'Kiovcnp ttoWoI, dXX’ oi) rcirres 
iTretparovvrai d ,ar) ol TToWd K07nd(TaPT€S Kot.1 KaXws dyofPicrdjiiepoi, "let us contend, 
knowing that the contest is at hand, and that many voyage hither to the corruptible 
coiitests, yet it is not all that are crowned but only those that have toiled much 
and contended honourably^ 
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prize was a poor chaplet of parsley-leaves, and the victor 
wore it proudly ; but he would never have won it by the 
effort of the hour unless he had subjected himself to a long 
a. 3 Tim. and strenuous preparatory discipline. And self-discipline 
is needful for our nobler contest if we would win the un- 
fading crown. 

24 . Do you not know that the runners in the race-course all run 
but only one wins the prize? Run like him that you may 
ssucceed in winning it. And every one who enters the contest 
practises self-control in every particular— -they to win a fading 
6crowii, but we an unfading. For my part, then, it is thus that 
I run — ^with a clear end in view ; it is thus that I box — as no 
37* striker of the air.' ^ No, I bruise my body and enslave it, 
lest perchance, after acting as herald of the game for others, 
I should myself fail in the ordeal.® 

(2) The It was not merely, however, as a violation of Christian 
kcranien- liberty that the intolerance of the scrupulous party in the 
taisecurity. Corinthiaii Church was resented. It was maintained that 
there was no danger in the eating of things sacrificed to 
idols inasmuch as the Christian Sacraments provided an 
efficacious prophylactic. The idea was natural to minds 
familiar with the ritual of the Greek Mysteries, and it per- 
sisted in the Church and persists to tliis day.^ The Mysteries 
were * a medicine of immortality.' Their aim was the 
communication of the divine life, and this was achieved by 
the ceremonial of initiation, especially the purificatory 
lustration and the sacrificial feast which follow^ed it and 
■which was designated ' Salvation.' It w^as supposed that 
the deity was present in the consecrated food, and in eating 
it the w^orsliippers ate the deity and thus participated in the 
; divine life. ^ It' was a purely physical process, and it was'.an 
offence to the moral instinct. Thus it is told of Diogenes the 
.Cynic .that, .when' the Athenians urged liim, to be vinitia^^ 

* dipa B^paVf aercm verherare^ a common proverb, denoting futile endeavour. 
The metaphor is a boxer missing his antagonist and striking the empty air. 

, , ... Eustathius derives the proverb .from.liom. //. ,xx. '4461 ■ 

Cf. Verg. Mn, V. 377 : *verberat ictibus auras.' 

» cf. The Days of His Fleshy p. 322. 

® dboKipLos yivwfiaif cf. n. on I Th. v. 21, p. 165. 

* Cf. Hatch, Influenee of Greek Ideas and Usages^ Lect X; Legge, Fmerunmn 
emd Rivals of Christianity^ n ^3^ k 
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since the initiated were awarded the first place in the Un- 
seen World, he answered : ' It is absurd if Agesilaus and 
Epaminondas are to drag it out in the mire, and any worthless 
creatures through their having been initiated are to inhabit 
the Islands of the Blessed.’ ‘ What mean you ? ’ he said 
again. ‘ Will Patscion the thief have a better fate after 
death than Epaminondas, because he has been initiated ? ’ ^ 

To the Greek mind the Sacraments of Baptism and the A vain con 
Eucharist were the Christian Mysteries, and accordingly the 
intellectual Corinthians argued that, since thej'" were sharers 
in the divine life through the sacramental lustration and tlie 
sacramental feast, they were immune from danger. They 
were possessed by the Divine Spirit, and they were tlierefore 
secure against demonic invasion and ran no risk through 
eating things sacrificed to idols. So they reasoned ; and 
the Apostle, following up his insistence on the necessity of 
strenuous self-discipline, proceeds to demonstrate the vanitjr 
of their dream of sacramental security. 

He adduces an historical parallel. The Israelites had An his- 
their Sacraments in the Wilderness. They were besprinkled paSik 
by the Shekinah, the overshadowing Cloud of the Lord’s ci Ex. 
Presence ; and they passed through the waters of the Red xlvi ig-3^1^ 
Sea. This was their Baptism, their sacramental lustration 
after the twofold symbolism of effusion and immersion.^ 

And they had also their Eucharist, since the manna and cf. Ex. 
the water from the stricken rock were their sacramental 7. 
meat and drink. All the forty years of their ■ pilgrimage 
they not only ate that heavenly bread but drank that 
heavenly drink ; for, according to a Jewish legend, the rock 
of Horeb followed their march, and wherever they encamped, 
it ' Stood at the entrance of the Tabernacle and poured forth . 
its. abundant stream.® ■ 

: For I' do not wish you to ignore the. fact/brothers, that our 
fathers were all under the Cloud and all passed through the 
„ ,',.3.:Sea,, and all pledged themselves, to Moses by baptism in the 
3 Cloud and i.ii the Sea ; and they all ate the same spiritual food 

^ Diog. Laert. vi. 39 ; Plut. De And, Poet, iv. 76. 

* Ci Append. VI. 

^ Cf. Ligiitfoot, Her, Heb,^ and Wetstein on i Cor. x, 4. 

^ Ci n. on i Th. iv, 13, p, 163. 



278 LIFE AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 


4 and all drank the same spiritual drink ; for they drank all the 
while of a spiritual rock as it followed them, and the rock was 
' Yet with the greater, number 'of. ,;them^', God, was 
well pleased ; for they w.ere laid low in the wilderness. v :; 

l6.:' 


A warning After the spiritualising method of exegesis which he had 
selves! learned in the Rabbinical school, ^ the Apostle sees in the 
ancient story a foreshadowing of the Christian order and a 
condemnation of the fond delusion of sacramental security. 
The Cloud and the Sea signified Baptism, and the bread 
from heaven and the water from the rock the Eucharist. 
‘ The rock was the Christ.’ He was with the Israelites all 
unknown, ministering to them the grace which is now 
revealed in His Holy Sacraments. Yet it proved unavailing. 
They were seduced into idolatry, fornication, rebellion, and 
discontent. And their experience is an abiding admonition. 
There is no security in sacramental ritual. Temptation is 
ever present, and the one protection is God’s aid — not the 
opus operatum of a sacramental I'ite but the grace which the 
rite expresses and seals, and which is ever accessible to 
humble and believing souls. 




Ex, xxxii. 
6 . 


■ Num, XXV. 

1 - 9 . 

xxi. 5, 6. 


■■■■ ,x,vi. ■"'41-50 
cf. Ex. xii, 
,23,; ja Sain. 
'x'xiv. 16, ■ 
17. 


6 And all this constitutes a warning to us, that we may not 

7 lust after evil things as they did. Do not turn idolaters like 
some of them, as it is wTitten : * The people sat down to eat 

s and drink, and arose to frolic.' And let us not commit fornica- 
tion as some of them did, and there fell in a single day twenty- 

9 three thousand.^ And let us not try the Lord’s patience too 
far, as some of them tried it, and they were destroyed by the 

10 serpents. And do not murmur as some of them did, and they 

11 were destroyed by the destroying angel. All this happened to 
them by way of warning ; and it was written for the admonition 

12 of us to whom the tribute of the ages has accrued.® And so 
,13 let, him who faneies 'he.stands. .firm look, to it lest he.falL , -No.:. 

temptation has seized you but such as is the common lot of 
man ; and God is faithful : He will not allow you to be tempted 


■■■" 'Cf. p. 27. . 

* According to Num. xxv. 9, * twenty-four thousand.^ h. mere slip of memory, 
the variant ‘twenty-four thousand’ (Arm.) being a copyist's emendation. 

® We are ‘ the heirs of all the ages ’ — the experience of the past and the wisdom 
it teaches. ‘taxes,’ ‘tribute,* ‘toll* (cf. Mt, xvii. 25 ; Rom. xiii. 7). 

‘s. tax-gatherer*; ‘the receipt of custom,* ‘the place of toll’ 
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beyond your ability, but along with the temptation He will 
make also the way of escape, that you may be able to 

bear up.;' , ' 

And now the Apostle points the lesson as regards the vexed The peril 
question of eating things sacrificed to idols : Eschew idolatry ; pijSy wth 
have no complicity with it. There was reason in the scrupu- 
losity of the narrow party ; and he demonstrates this with' 
gentle irony by a dexterous manipulation of the confident 
contention of the intellectuals. For the sake of argument, 
not that he approved it, as, he observes, they were shrewd 
enough to perceive, he accepts their pagan theory of the 
Eucharist— that, as in the sacrificial feast of the Greek 
Mysteries the initiate fed on the deity and thus participated 
in the divine life, so in the Holy Supper the communicants 
drink Christ's blood and eat His flesh, and thus they all 
participate in His life. This crude notion, he remarks, was 
the primitive idea of sacrifice, and it appears in the sacrificial 
ritual of the Old Testament.^ It was not the Apostle's view, 
but it was the view of the Corinthian intellectuals, and the 
consequence was obvious : if the principle held alike of the 
feast of the Lord's Table and of the feasts of the Jewish 
altar, then it held of the heathen sacrifices, and by eating 
things sacrificed to idols we participate in the idol's life. 

Ah, but, exclaim the intellectuals, you are admitting too 
much ! An idol is not a reality ; there is no actual person- 
ality behind it. True, answ^ers the Apostle, but the Scrip- 
tures affirm that the heathen sacrifices are offered to demons ; 
and so indeed they are. There may be no such deity as 
Aphrodite or Bacchus ; but the demons of lust and drunken- 
ness are grim realities, and heathenism is their worship. -. 
Idolatry is the cult of uncleamiess, and you cannot participate 
in it without pollution. Resolutely eschew it, and beware 
of provoking the- righteous displeasure of Almighty God. 

14 15 Wherefore, my beloved, flee, away from idolatry, I .am: , 

16 speaking as to shrewd men judge you of my admission. The 
Cup of Blessing^ which we bless— is it not a participation , 

in the blood of Christ ?. ' The bread which we break— is it 

^ The Sacramental Cup. Cf. The of ffis Fleshy p. 446. 
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Bt xxxlh 
17. 


Dt. xxxii. 

31 . 


The law 
of expedi- 
ency. 


Cf. vi. 13 , 


17 not a participation in the body of Christ ? Because there 
is one bread, we, many as we be, are one body ; ^ for we all 

x8 have a share of the one bread. Look at historic Israel : 
are not they that eat the sacrifices participants of the altar ? 

19 What, then, is my admission ? Is it that meat sacrificed 

20 to an idol is anything ? or that an idol is anything ? No, 
blit that the things which they sacrifice, ' they sacrifice 
to demons and to a God who is no God ’ ; and I do not 

31 wish you to participate with demons. You cannot drink 
the Lord’s Cup and a cup of demons; you cannot share 

33 in the Lord’s Table and a table of demons. Or are v/e 
‘ provoking the Lord to jealousy ’ ? Are we stronger than 
He? 

There was, however, a larger consideration than personal 
risk. It was the duty of Christian expediency, and this the 
Apostle now presents. He quotes the libertine maxim 
‘ Everything is allowable ' which he has already treated in 
his first letter to Corinth,^ and which had apparently been 
repeated by the liberals in their plea for Christian liberty. 
And his answer is that the proper consideration is not whether 
a thing be allowable but whether it be profitable, since, as 
William Penn has it, ' it is not enough that a thing be Right, 
if it be not fit to be done.' And notliing is ' fit to be done ' 
which, however innocent in itself, is hurtful to one's neigh- 
bour or liable to misconstruction. And he illustrates the 
application of the principle. WTien you go to market, it is 
umiecessaiy, it were mere morbid scrupulosity, to investigate 
the source of the meat which is offered for the sale. That 
does not concern you. And in the event of your accepting 
heathen hospitality, eat your host's provision without demur. 
You know nothing of its origin, and it were discourtesy to 
inquire. Suppose, however, one of your fellow-guests is a 
Christian of the narrow sort, and he warns you that a par- 
ticular dish contains sacrificial flesh : then quietly abstain 
from it. You have indeed no personal scruple, but if you 
ate it, your neighbour would be shocked. Y"our innocent 
action w^ould appear to him unfaithfulness, and why should 
you expose yourself to needless calumniation ? Seek always 

* So GsiIt.,. Beng, According to the ancient idea of the sacrificial meal, the 
common food established a common life. Otherwise : * because we, the many, 
are one bread, one body.’ * Cf. p. 236. 
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the glory :'0f God, and give no occasion, if yoU' can help it, ■ ; ■ 
for aspersion, of your Christian' profession. 

23 ‘ Everything is allowable ^ : yes, but it is not everything 
that is profitable. ‘ Everything is allowable ' : yes, but 

24 it is not everything that builds up. Let none seek his ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

25 own interest — ^rather, his neighbour's. Everything that 
is sold in the meat'-market eat, examining nothing in defer- 

26ence to conscience ; for 'to the Lord the earth belongs Ps. kxIv. i. 

a7and all that it contains.' If some stranger to the Faith 
invites you and you choose to go, eat everything that is set 
before you, examining nothing in deference to conscience. 

28 But if some one ^ say to you, ' This is a thing sacrificed in 

29 the Temple/ ^ do not eat it in deference to that person, your 
informant, and to conscience (by ' conscience ' I mean not 
your own conscience but your neighbour's) ; for what is 
the use of my liberty being judged by another conscience ? ® 

30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am I calumniated for 

31 a thing which I give thanks for ? Whether, then, you eat 
or drink or whatever you do, do everything for God's 

33 glory. Put no difficulty in the way of Jews, Greeks, or 

33 the Church of God, as I on my part pleasure every one in 
everything, not seeking my own profit but that of the 
xi. I generality of men, that they may be saved. Follow my 
example, as I follow Christ's. 

The administration of the primitive Church, following as it 3. Abuses 
did the model of the Jewish Synagogue, was both familiar 
and congenial to Jewish Christians ; but it was novel to 
Gentile converts, and it is no surprise that, though the 
Apostle had, after his wont, been careful to instruct the cf. 2 Th. 
Corinthians in the proper usages, difficulties should have 
■'arisen. Two in particular had proved so serious that they 
■■■were referred to his consideration. 

^ (x) A heathen fellow-guest (Chrys.), perhaps mischievously to annoy 3 ^ou j 
(2) the best, wmpa cmiTJzvaUr {Giot.) ; {^) a Christian fellow-guest of the 
scrupulous order (Alford, Meyer). The last is attested by the sequel, since only 
with a Christian would it be a matter of conscience. 

^ lepdSvTov (^sacrificed in the Temple’) or 6€69vtov (‘sacrificed to the god’) is 
the heathen term, used out of courtesy at a heathen table rather than the oppro- 
brious Christian term (‘sacrificed to an idol’). 

® tpoL tL {yiv7)7aL)f ‘that what may come to pass?’ «.<?., to what good purpose^ 
for what goc^d end? Better forgo one’s liberty than expose one’s conduct to 
misconstruction aiiid one’s profession to calumniation.. - So Chrys, „.■, 
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Unveiled 

woirien. 

Gal. iii. 28. 


Cl Gen. 
xxiv. 65. 


The signi- 
ficance of 
the veil. 


Cf. Phil. ii. 
8 ; Heh, v. 
8; Jo. viii. 
29. 

Cf. I Cor. 
XV. 27, 28. 


One had to do with the position of women in the Church, 
and it had probably been occasioned by the Apostle's doctrine 
that in Christ ' the distinctions of Jew and Greek, slave and 
free man, male and female disappear/ Certain enthusiasts 
among the Corinthian women-folk had applied the principle 
in a startling fashion. Spurning the old restrictions, not 
merely had they claimed and exercised the right to pray 
and prophesy in the assemblies of the Church, but they had, 
by necessary consequence, discarded the custom which re- 
quired that a woman should wear a veil when she appeared 
in public. It was a Jewish custom. The veil was the mark 
of a modest woman, and its forcible removal by a rude hand 
was reckoned an outrage and the perpetrator was liable to 
a heavy penalty.^ The regulation was approved by the 
Christian Church and was imposed on Gentile communities ; 
and thus the action of those Corinthian women was a violation 
of canonical order. 

It raised a double question : on the one hand, whether a 
woman might speak in the Church, and, on the other, whether 
she might appear unveiled in a public assembly. It was the 
latter that w^as agitating the Corinthians, and the Apostle 
meanwhile deals with it exclusively. He begins by enunciat- 
ing a large principle — the law of subordination. The woman 
is the head of the home, but she rules it in her husband's 
name : he is her head. His head, again, is Christ, and he 
rules his wife in Christ's name. Nor does the subordination 
end here. God is the head of Christ. The Father is supreme 
in the Godhead, and the Son, who was obedient to the Father 
in the days of His flesh and did always the things that were 
pleasing to Him, is subject to Him eternally. There is thus 
a chain of subordination : woman's head is man, man's head 
is Christ, and Christ's head is God ; and it is a violation of 
the divine order of the Universe when woman disowns her 
subordination and departs from her degree. 

* I commend you for ' your remembrance of me in everything 

and your firm adherence to the traditions as I delivered them 
I to you/ * And I wish you to know that every man's Head 

^ Cf. Grotius and Wetstein on i Cor. xL S* 

i He quotes the rescript's protestation of 
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is Christ, and woman’s head is the man, and Christ’s Head is 

God. 

This principle, the Apostle argues, determines the qiies- The 
tion of the veil It was indeed right that a man should pray 
or prophesy with uncovered head. And here emerges a 
Christian idea. The ancient usage was that priests in 
offering sacrifice and worshippers in the exercise of prayer 
should be veiled in token of reverence and aclaiowledgment 
of their imworthiness to approach the Divine Presence ; ^ 
but the Christians prayed with uncovered head in recognition cf. Heb. 
of their privilege of free access to the Throne of Grace. ^ 

They honoured Christ entering with boldness into the 
Holy Place ; and therefore the Apostle declares that ' every 
man praying or prophesying with his head covered shames 
his Head.’ It was otherwise, however, with a woman. She 
was subordinate, and she must maintain her degree. The 
veil was a token of subordination, a symbol of subjection to 
man, her head ; and by discarding it she shamed him. Her 
unv^eiling was a partial uncovering of her head, and why, he 
argues, should she be content with that ? Why not uncover 
it entirely by cutting off her hair, and thus complete her 
husband’s dishonour and her own disgrace ? See what this 
means. The cutting off of a women’s hair had a twofold 
significance. It was a sign of mourning : a widow cut off is. xv. 2 ; 
her hair and deposited it in her husband’s tomb ; ^ and it xvl’. 6-’^'^' 
was also a token of connubial unfaithfulness : an adulteress 
was shavedri If, argues the Apostle, you will cast off yourfo/ 
veil, then go all the way : cut off your hair, and proclaim ■ 
yourself a widow ; shave your head, and proclaim yourself 
an adulteress., . 

4 Every man praying or prophesying with his head covered 

5 shames his Head ; and every woman praying or prophesying 

with her head unveiled shames her head, for she is one and 

^ Cf. Lightfoot, Hor. Heb, on i Cor. xi. 4. This was the general custom also 
v.’ith the heathen. Cf. Grotius. 

^ Cf. Tert. Apot, 30 : . * Illuc manibus expansis, quia, 

innocuis ; capite nudo, quia non Kofiutcn monitore, quia cle 

pectore oramus.’ % 

Ca’. Robertson Smith p. x Kbfxrfv § ^ 

^ In some ^ 5 * 
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6 the same thing as the shaved adulteress. If a woman is not to 
be veiled, let her also cut off her hair ; but if it be disgraceful 
for a woman to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her be 
veiled. 

Appeal to Thus far he has merely appealed to the Christian usage, 
Scripture. clinchcs Ms argument by a double sanction. 

First, he appeals to the Scriptures. The ancient story of 
cf. Gen. i. CieatioB teaches woman's subordination to man. Man was 
created first, * in the image of God ' ; and then woman was 
' taken out of man.' Man, the crown of His creation, is 
the glory of God ; but woman, since she was derived from 
him, is the glory of man. Her glory is to his as the moon's 
Cf. Mk. ii. light to the sun's.^ And even as the Sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the Sabbath, so man was not created 
for woman but woman for man. She was made for his 
help, and this is her office evermore. It is in subordination to 
him that she fulfils the end of her being ; and therefore it is 
fitting that she should wear a symbol of subjection on her 
head. The disuse is more than a dishonouring of man. 
Cf, I Cor. We are encompassed continually, and especially in the place 
' of prayer, by an invisible multitude, an innumerable company 
Tiro.v.ai. Qf angels; and it becomes us to comport ourselves 
W'Orthily in their presence. * If,' reasons the Apostle, " you 
despise your husband, reverence the angels.' ® 


Gen. i. 26, 7 For a man ought not to have his head veiled, since he is 
27, V. I, primally ‘ the image ' and glory / of God ' ; whereas the w’'oman 
Gen. ii. 23. 8 is man's glory. For it was not man that was ‘ taken out of ' 
9 woman but woman that was * taken out of' man ; yes, and 
Gen. si. 18* it was not man that was created for the woman but woman 

^ ‘ Minus aliquid viro, ut Luna lumen minus Sole^ (Grot). 

® Chrys. : el yap rod dvBpbs KarafppQPehi dyyiXovs alBe<r 07 )n> Of 

other inferpretations of Bid rods dyy^Xovs (ver. lo) these imy be mentioned : 

(1) The two guardian angels who, according to a beautiful Jewish belief, aecom^ 
pany every one, on the right side and the left. Cf. Hieronym. on Mt. xviii, 10. 

(2) The leaders of the Church (Ambrstr., Euth. Zig.), Cf. Rev. ii. i, etc. ; 

Socr. Hist, iv. 23, wlj§i[|^J^yagrius terms Serapion, bishop of Thmiiis, 
h r^s B/jLGvXrw hKXijffLas dr "^Jsh according to a repulsive 

Jewish notion, were thenr' by the sight ' of an unveiled 

wowan and would incitj^tius and Wetstein on iWJ: 7 f 

Wetstejn s Rabbinical ilquotes the rescript’s protestation oj 
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I® that was created for the man.- Therefore the woman ought - 
to have a symbol of subjection ^ on her 'head' in Tcverence' for 
■v -the angels. . 

This subordination is no depreciation of woman. On the Woman 
contrary, her honour lies in its due observance. Man and 
woman are sharers alike in the Lord's grace, and the sacred 
office of motherhood is her supreme service to humanity, cf. iTim. 
Her subordination to man does not mean that she is inferior 
to him, but only that each has a peculiar position in the 
universal economy. She is subordinate to man, even as 
Christ is subordinate to God; and even as the Son has Cf, jo. v. 
equal honour with the Father, so woman has equal honour 
with man. 

11 Nevertheless neither is woman apart from man nor man 

12 apart from woman in the Lord. For just as the woman was 
taken out of the man, so also the man is propagated by the 
woman ; but all things spring from God, 


And, further, the Apostle appeals to the instinct of pro- The 
priety. By almost universal agreement, by that custom 
which is * second nature,' ^ it was recognised as seemly that 


men should crop their hair and women wear theirs long.® 



of God. 


13 Determine it by your own judgment : ^nd you ? In this 

14 woman should pray to God unveiled ? ed from the Lord ® 
herself teach 3^ou that, if a man have long ha The Lord Jesus, 

15 to him ; while, if a woman have long hair, i fter giving thanks 
because her hair has been given her for a cov icrificed for you. 


^ i^ovixlap, * a symbol of authority,’ the man’s author/^ place cleavages, in 
^ p.tri> 3 vvp.ia frequens Hebneis, ubi signum rei significatas ^ 9 ) disturbs the 

The variant KdXvfiixa (cf. Iren, i, i. 16) is an interpretative glcs 
the symbol of the ‘ authority. ’ 

® Cf. Galen. Ds Tnend, VaL i. : irlfCTTjroi 4 >^(r€Ls rd fjOTj. ^ Fhsh^ pp. 
® Cf. Plut. Qu(Esi, Rom, 84 ; crvmjd^ertepoy rats ywai^lv iyue't. special revcla- 
dvdpdoriF dKdkt'Trrois di rb htpxbffiov Tpmivaf /cal yap wap^ 'on Gal. I, lo) 
SucrruxCa rts yioeraii Kdpovat pkv al ydpaiKes Kop^(b<n M ol oource ; while 

Keipecr^at rat? Sk rb Hopidp icrn. \apL^dyov(rg, 

^ Cf. Eustath. on Horn. //. (in. p. 2SB) i Kbprip /cal/ierere. '..Cf*: 

yvpaiKiKiJbTepbp Mart x, 
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Dismissal It Were injustice to the Apostle to take his quaint reasoning 
serious argument. He treats those obtrusive women 
with appropriate badinage ; and this appears in his closing 
sentence wiiere he drops the mask of gravity and declines to 
debate the question. All that need be said is that their 
behaviour is a violation of Christian usage as sanctioned b}^ 
the Apostles and observed in all the churches. At the same 
time his condemnation is unqualified and emphatic ; and 
the true reason of his hostility to the innovation lay in the 
moral laxity which prevailed at Corinth and which rendered 
womanly restraint peculiarly expedient. 

i6 If, however, any one has a fancy for disputing the question, 
we have no such custom nor have the churches of God.^ 

Profana- The Other problem concerned the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, and it had arisen from the association of the holy 
feast. ordinance with the kindly institution of the Love-feast.^ 
The custom was that all should assemble, bringing pro- 
vision according to their ability. The poor brought little 
and the destitute nothing ; but the rich brought much, 
and thus there was no lack.^ All shared alike, and the 
common meal was sacramental. Sometimes at the close but 

tf^spsd^your if was sanctified by prayer and the 

i in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
^ ^ ;gins,' says Tertullian, ' it is wLetted by 

27, V. I. primaliv ‘ the communion of the mysteries, 

Gen. ii. 23. 8 fs man's gloiy. betook themselves to the 

9 woman but won-/ The Corinthians, however, w^'ere sundered 
Gen. ii. 18. it was iiot mansities, and they introduced their feuds into 

east. Besides their partisanship it appears 
I social caste prevailed. The rich disdained 

other iSerpretatlot^ associate vdtli them. They kept 

it) The two guardigjnsiimed their abundance, regardless of their 
pany every one, orlio had little to eat and drink. It was a hideous 

(2) The leaders hunger, and there surfeit and drunkenness : 
Socr. ^cd. Jits ® ^ 

0 T^s Qfiov'ir^v t 

Jewish notion, ^ Apostle has to say : the discarding of the veil is contrary 

woman and Chrys. understands: ‘disputation is not our custom.’ 

Wetstein’s R. 7 - * Cf. Tert. Jpol. 39. 
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and the Apostle cries shame upon it. If they would have 
revelry, let them have it at home, and not flaunt it in the 
faces of the poor. 

17 But in my next charge*! do not commend you, because your 

18 meetings are not for the better but for the worse. For, in the 
first place, ^ at your meetings in Church I hear cleavages exist 

X9 among you ; and to some extent I believe it. For there must 
indeed be parties among you that it may become manifest 
so who are the men of sterling worth among you.^ At your 
meetings together, then, there is no possibility of eating the 
21 Lord^s Supper. For each of you is in haste to get his own 
supper at the eating; and one is hungry while another is 
22 drunken. Why, have you not homes to eat and drink in? 

Or are you despising the Church and shaming the homeless ? 

It was a horrible scandal, and the worst feature of it was The insti- 
its desecration of the Holy Supper. In such an assembly 
there was nothing sacramental. The Corinthians had Supper, 
assured the Apostle of their remembrance of the traditions 
which he had delivered to them, and in the matter of the 
women's veil he had accepted their assurance and commended 
their loyalty. But here it was impossible for him to commend 
them. Had they remembered the Evangelic Tradition of 
the Institution in the Upper Room, the scandal would never 
have arisen ; and so he reiterates the Tradition and bids them 
henceforth bear it in mind and realise the sacredness of the 
ordinance. 

What am I to say to you ? Shall I commend you ? In this 

23 matter I do not commend you. For I received from the Lord ® 
the tradition which I delivered to you: 'The Lord Jesus, 

24 on the night of His betrayal, took a loaf, and after giving thanks 
He broke it and said : " This is My body sacrificed for you. 

^ TcpQrov iih should be balanced by ^iretra 5 ^ ; * in the first place cleavages, in 
the next profanation of the Sujjper.’ But the parenthesis (ver. 19} disturbs the 
sequence. ■ ■ 

^ doKLpLOL^ cf. n, on, i Th. v. 21, p. 165. 

* On the sanctity of the Evangelic Tradition cf. 7 ' 7 is Days of ffis Fleshy pp. 
xvf. Paul does not mean that his account of the Institution was a special revela- 
tion to himself. lie would then probably (cf., however, Ligbtfoot on Gal 1, 10) 
have said not but waph roP Kuptov, since diro denotes merely the source ; while 
?rapd implies that the gift is immediate and direct. Thus dnrb rivwv 
riXrj ; (Mt. xvii. 25), since kings receive tribute through their tax-gatherers. Cf. 

MouIton^s Winer, p. 463, 
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Cf. Ex. 

xsiv. 8. 


Cr, lieb. 

vi. 6 , X. 29. 


A divine 
judgment. 


Cf.. Heb. 
xii. 7, 


The 

Apostle's 

charge. 


25 This do in memory of Me.” And so too with the cup at the 
close of the Supper,^ This cup,” He said, is the New 
Covenant sealed with My blood. This do, every time you 
26 drink it, in memory of Me.” ' For every time you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, it is the Lord’s death that you are 

27 proclaiming until He come. And so whoever eats the bread 
or drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily, will be answerable for 

28 the body and blood of the Lord. And let a man prove liimscdf 

29 and thus eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For one who 
eats and drinks brings a judgment on himself by eating and 
drinking, if he does not discern the Body.^ 

Unworthy communication was a fearful sacrilege, bringing 
heavy condemnation ; and of this evidence was not lacking. 
It seems that in those days Corinth had been visited by a 
pestilence, and the Christians were sharing in the general 
calamity ; and here the Apostle sees a divine judgment. 
It betokened the Lord’s displeasure ; yet, he recognises, 
there was mercy in it. For it was no mere judgment ; it 
was a chastisement. Despite their grievous offence the 
Corinthians w^ere God’s children, and it was as His children 
that He was dealing with them ; * for what son is there 
w^hom a father does not chastise ? ’ Their affliction W’’as His 
stern call to repentance. 

30 It is for this reason that many among you are weak and sick 

31 and not a few are falling asleep,® If we had dealt discerningly 

32 with ourselves, we would not have suffered judgment ; yet in 
suffering the judgment it is chastisement at the Lord’s hand 
that we are undergoing, that we may not share the world’s 
condemnation. 

Accordingly he charges them to lay the lesson to heart 
and realise the ideal of the Love-feast. It was called also 
' the Reception ’ ; and this name defined its true character. 
Each guest should be a kindly host. 

33 And so, my brothers, in meeting to eat hospitably receive ^ 

^ Cf. The Days of His FUsk^ p. 446 ; The Feast of the Covenant ^ p. i6. 

® Chrys. : rovrion, fiij i^6Ti^o)Vj ws rhpiey^Bos tSp TrpoKei/ui&coo, 

/if] Xoyi^6p(:}fos TOO SyKOv rijs 5<opeas, 

* KQLixiavTai, only of Christian death (cf. pp. 405 !). 

* not ‘wait for* but ‘receive,* ‘hospitably entertain* (cf. Moulton 
and Milligan, Foeah,% as befitted the occasion—a or ‘Reception* (cf, p. 37). 
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34 one another. If one be hungry, let him eat at home, that your 

meeting may not bring a judgment upon you. And as for the 

rest of the business, whenever I come, I shall set it in order. 

The next question in the rescript concerned Spiritual 4. Spiritual 
Gifts ; and the difficulty was occasioned by the presence 
in the Corinthian Church of persons distinguished by special 
endowments. These were known as ' the Spirituals/ ^ 
and their endowments were designated ' spiritual gifts ' or 
' gifts of grace,' ^ In modern parlance ' a spiritual man ' is 
merely one who is spiritually minded, but in ancient days, 
among Pagans, Jews, and Christians alike, the phrase de- 
noted one possessed bj^ a spirit other than his own, which 
had entered into him and used him as its instrument, operat- 
ing through his various faculties. Hence, since there were 
both good spirits and evil, there were two kinds of possession ; 
and it was not enough that a man should be ' spiritual ' : it 
was necessaiy, especially in a heathen community, to 
ascertain whether the spirit which inhabited him were an 
evil spirit or the Spirit of God. 

The Apostle furnishes two criteria. The first is sanity, a twofold 
The Greeks had their prophets, their soothsayers and 
diviners ; and their inspiration was a wild frenzy. The god 
possessed them, and they uttered his oracles, like the 
Pythian prophetess, with streaming hair and foaming lips. 

It was the spirit that spoke, and they knew not what they 
were sayingA It was otherwise with the Christian prophet. 

Like his Hebrew prototype, he was not the mouthpiece but 
the messenger of God. The inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
illumined his mind and quickened his vision. 'The spirit xiv. 32. 
of the prophet was subject to the prophet/ and he declared 
soberly and sanely^ the revelation vouchsafed to him. 

The second test is the ascription of due honour to Jesus. 

The formula of faith was Jesus is Lord ; and the formula 

^ ot TryevfiQ.Tt.Kol, cL Xiv. 37. 

® rk TTvevfjiurLKd, cf. xiv. i ; cf. xiit 4, 9, 2$, 30, 3 1. 

® Cf. Chrys. In I Js/, ad Cor. Hem. xxix. 1, 2, where he quotes Plat. ApoL 
22 C : ihoirtp ol $€op.dvTeis kqI ol kqI yap odr 01 \iyov<n p.h troXKdi. ml 

Ka\d, iVaffi de oivdev <hy X^yovci. 

^ fMerd dtavola^ kqI awtppoyovffrjs KaraardiTems {Chiys,}* 

T 
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of abjuration, both Jewish and Pagan, Jesus is accuksed ; ^ 
and the Apostle recognises here a test of ' the spirituals/ 
One who confessed the Lordship of Jesus was inspired by the 
Ploly Spirit ; and one who denied it in his frenzied ecstasy 
was possessed by an evil spirit.^ 

xii. I Regarding spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not wish 5 ^ou to 
signore the facts. You know that you were once Gentiles, 
sled blindly away to dumb idols.® Wherefore I would have 
you recognise that no one talking in God’s Spirit says Jesus 
IS ACCURSED ; and no one can say Jesus is Lord unless in 
the Holy Spirit. 

?fspStuai here, however, that the Corinthian trouble 

gifts. mainly lay, but in the abundance of the gifts of the Spirit 
and their manifold diversity. Some were high and rare, 
conferring on their possessors a peculiar prestige, while others, 
being lowly and commonplace, were little esteemed ; and 
the disparity had provoked arrogance, rivalry, jealousy, and 
discontent. To this scandal the Apostle addresses himself, 
and he administers a twofold corrective. 

All equally First lie reminds the Corinthians that all spiritual endow- 

sacred. xnents are gifts of God and operations of His Spirit, and 
therefore all, whether greater or less, are alike sacred. 

4 There are diversities in gifts of grace, but the same Spirit ; 
sand there are diversities in ministries, and the same Lord; 
6 and there are diversities in operations, but it is the same God 
^that in all cases sets all of them in operation. To each is 
8 given the Spirit’s manifestation for the general profit. For 
to one through the Spirit is given speech of wisdom; to 
another speech of knowledge according to the same Spirit ; ^ 

^ The test of a Christian in time of persecution was that he should (i) swear by 
the genius of the Emperor TTjy KatVapoy rijxw) and (2) curse Christ (XotSo- 

prjffoy rbv Xpiffrbp), Cf. p. 46, n, 2. 

* With St. John at Ephesus, in view of the Doketic heresy of Cerinthus, the 
criterion was recognition of the reality of the Incarnation, the oneness of the human 
Jesus and the Divine Christ (cf. i Jo. iv. I -3). In the Didache it is the Christ- 
likcncss of the prophets behaviour. Cf. ix ; ov Tray 6 XaXoiU w^eOjuarL 
wpoip'OTtjs icrriv, ctXV rpSwovs Kifplov. 

® This sentence is manifestly corrupt. For Sri 8 t€ W. H, suggest Sri (cf. 
Eph. ii, 1 1 ) — a simple and satisfactory emendation. 

^ cixpicL^ knowledge acquired by discursive reasoning j cf. i 20, 21, where 
is heathen philosophy, vvwtris, knowledge acquired intuitively by per- 
ception of a revelation; cf. Rom. i. 19, 22, where to 'yvwcrTQP rod 0eo? is the 
revelation in Nature which the (ro^ol missed. Hence Tpo<pr)T€ia^ iivari^pia^ and 
yvd'ins are coupled (xiii, 2), 
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2:gi: 

9 to his neighbour, in the same Spirit, faith ; to another gifts 

10 of healing, all in the one Spirit ; to another operations of 
miraculous powers ; to another prophecy ; to another dis- 
ccrnings of spirits ; to another various lands of tongues ; ^ 

XI and to another interpretation of tongues. But all these are 
set in operation by the one and self-same Spirit, diversely 
endowing each individual just as He will. 

And, furthermore, not only are all spiritual gifts sacred, 
but all are precious ; all are necessary, the least as well as 
the greatest. 

‘ All service ranks the same with God : 

If now, as formerly he trod 

Paradise, his presence fills 

Our earth, each only as God wills 

Can work — God's puppets, best and worst, 

Are we ; there is no last nor first.' - 

This lesson the Apostle illustrates and enforces by a parable 
which political philosophers had frequently empioj^ed.^ As 
the latter had represented the State, so he represents the 
Church as a corporate unity. She is the Body of Christ, 
and each Christian is a member. ■ All the members are 
necessary to the body, and the lack of one, even the humblest, 
would involve its mutilation. They all ■ share a common 
life, and if one is injured, its suffering- too is common. 

12 For, as the body is one and has many members, while all 
the members of the body, many as they are, are one body, 

13 SO also is the Christ. For in one Spirit were we all baptised 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves . or 

14 free men, and were ail given to drink of one Spirit. For 

15 the body is not one member but many.' If the foot say 
' Because I am not a hand, I do not belong' to the body/ 

i 6 it does not on this account not belong to the body. And 
if the ear say ‘ Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 
the body / it does not on this account not belong to the body. 

17 If the whole body were an eye, wdiere were the hearing ? 

tS If the wbole were hearing, where were the smelling ? But, 
as it is, God has placed the members, each, one of them, 

^ prayer, praise, adoration. Cf. xiv. 15, 16. 

® Browning, Pippa Passes. 

® Cf. the famous instance from Plutarch (C^*. 6) in Shak. Cor. i. i. 091!, 


Enumera- 
tion of 
spiritual 
gifts. 
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19 in the body as He chose. And if they had all been one 

550 member, where had been the body? As it is, there are 

21 many members but one body. And the eye cannot say to 
the hand ' I have no need of you/ or again the head to the 

22 feet 'I have no need of you.' No, much rather it is the 
members of the body which are deemed to be naturally 

23 the weaker, that are necessary; and what we deem the 
more dishonourable members of the body, it is these that 
we invest with a fuller honour, and our unseemly members 

24 have a fuller seemlfness, while our seemly members have 
no need of it. Ay, God blended the body by giving a fuller 

25 honour to the part which lacks it, that there may be no 
cleavage in the body but that the membex's may be alike 

26 concerned for one another. And if one member suffers, 
ail the members suffer with it ; if a member is glorified/ all 

27 the members rejoice with it. And you are Christ's Body, 
and its members individually. 

The fact, then, is that, just as there are various functions 
in the body, so there are various ministries in the Church ; 
and the Apostle enumerates these. First and supreme is 
Apostleship, which rested on the direct commission of the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; second, Prophecy, which was an inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit ; ^ and third, Teaching, the laborious 
office of conserving and transmitting the Evangelic Tradition, 
the yet unwritten record of the Saviour's earthly ministry. ^ 
Besides these there were lesser ministries ; miracle-w’'orking,^ 
especially healing in the name of the Lord ; ' helpings ' ^ — the 
relief of the distressed in soul or body ; * administrations ' — 
the diaconal business of managing the Church's affairs and 
probably also the judicial office in the Christian law^-courts ; ^ 
and finally * talking with tongues ' and the companion office 
of their interpretation. All these were distinct gifts of 
grace, and though several might be conjoined, as in the case 
of Paul himself who was an Apostle and also a Prophet and 
a Teacher and a worker of miracles, it was impossible that 
one man should possess them all. And hence it w^as each 
man's duty to accept the gift which was bestowed upon 
him, , whether greater or less, and employ it loyally in' the 
service of the Church. 

I;;//./',* So. ^ 

* &VTLKi)iJAl/m^ cf. Ac. XX. 35 • 6 a L ruv 

^ Cf. p. 258. 
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aS And God has placed ns all in the Church — ^first Apostles, 
second Prophets, third Teachers-; then miraculous powers, 
then gifts of healing, helpings, administrations, various kinds 
29 of tongues. Are ail Apostles ? Are all Prophets? Are all 
30 Teachers? Have all miraculous powers ? Have all gifts of 
healing ? Do all talk with tongues ? Do all interpret ? 

Yet this in no wise excluded ambition for the higher The 
gifts ; indeed, loyalty lay no less in strenuous qualification 
of oneself for a higher trust than in faithful exercise of one's 
actual endowments. There was, however, no room for dis- 
content. That Was fatal, and there was one sovereign 
remedy for all the ills which were rife in the unhappy Church 
of Corinth. Spiritual gifts are precious, but there is a still 
nobler grace — ^tlie grace of Love. Love is best of all— better 
than tongues, better than prophecy, better than revelation, 
better than faith, better than miracles. All these belong 
to the present, and they have no place in Eternity. But 
Love will endure. Without it all spiritual gifts are poor, 
and its presence would banish discontent, strife, and jealousy. 

And so, ere dealing more particularly with the Corinthian 
situation, the Apostle chants a hymn in praise of Love, 

' the Sovereign Way/ ^ 

31 Strive zealously for the greater gifts of grace ; and 
furthermore I point out to you a sovereign way : 

xiii I If I talk with the tongues of men, ay, and of angels,^ 

Yet have not Love, 

I am become resounding brass or a clanging cymbal.® 
a And if I have prophecy 

And be acquainted with all the mysteries and al 
knowledge, 

And if I have ail faith, 

Enough to ^ remove mountains,* ^ Cf. Mt. 

'xfil. 

Kenipis’ praise ofvLovefZ)^ /miL Ckr, tiL 
^ Cf. Tesi, of Job, xlvii, where Job shows his three daughters his miraculous 
girdle which would cany them into Heaven. W'hen they put it on, the first spoke 
‘the angelic dialect’ idyyeXiKr} BiaXiicTt^), the second that of the principalities 
(dpva-.'';, and the third that of the cherubim {rQif iv dxpei], 

® A reference to the noisy instruments — tabrets, cymbals, and rattles — employed 
at heailien festivals. ‘A clanging cymbal’ was proverbial. Tiberius used to 
term Apion the grammarian cymbaltim mtmdi (Plin. Nat^ Hist, i, Epist.> 

A proverb of achieving impossibilities. Cf. The Days of His Fksh.^ p. 397. 
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Yet have not Love, 

I am naught. 

3 And if I dole out all my possessions. 

And if I surrender my body to be burned,® 

Yet have not Love, 

In nothing am I profited. 

4 Love is long-suffering, kind is Love ; 

There is no jealousy in Love, no vaunting, no windy 

5 pride, no unseemliness ; 

She never seeks her own, is never irritated,^ never ' reckons 
her ill ' ; 

6 She rejoices not over unrighteousness but rejoices with the 

truth ; 

7 She always keeps counsel,® is always trustful, alw^ays 

hopeful, always patient. 

8 Love never fails ; 

But if there be prophecies, they will be disused. 

Or tongues, they will cease, ^ 

Or knowledge, it will be disused. 

9 For it is but partially that we can know 

And partially that we prophesy ; 

10 But when the perfect is come, 

The partial will be disused. 

11 When I was a child, 

I talked as a child, 

I felt as a child, 

* lya Kav$'^(ro{u}]fiai (cf, Dan. iii. 28 LXX ; Heb. xi. 34 ; Sen. Eptst xiv), the 
traditional fate of Barnabas {cf* p. 118), The variant iVa Kavx^ortijftai {approved 
by W. H.}, That I may boast,’ in a spirit of ostentation, is probably a 
copyist’s emendation in view of the fact that burning was not the actual manner 
of tlie Apostle’s martyrdom ; and it would he facilitated by his fondness for the 
verb mvxaaOac (cf. i. 29, 31 ; iii, 21 j iv. 7). 

* wapo^Tjysraiy perhaps a reminiscence of the vapQ^va-p.bs between Barnabas 
and himself (cf. Ac. xv. 39). 

® ^dt'ra <fT€yH, according to the double signification of the verb (cf. n. on 
t Th. iii, I, p. 160), either (i) ‘is proof against everything,’ every annoyance (so 
R.V. marg. ‘coverethall things’); or (2) ‘keeps in everything,’ never betrays a 
confidence, is not ‘leaky-minded.’ Most probably the latter, Cf. Ecclus. 

viii. 17 : /icrd fiiopoO pi) (rvp^ovXi^ov, oi5 yitp dvp^aeTai \ 6 yoif ‘Take 2iot 

counsel with a fool ; for he will not be able to conceal the matter.’ Luc. 
Nav, II : KalroL ireX^crdTjpePf ws oTcr^a, nal criysiv pepadrifcapev, * we were 
initiated and have learned to keep counsel.’ Proverb (cf. Alciphr. F/n'sL i, 13) : 
^ApeanayiTov ureyavdyrepoSf ‘closer than an Areopagite.’ ‘Areopagila taciturnior 
dicebatur qui commissum arcanum optime contineret’ (Erasm.). 

^ Prophecies and tongues are for the advancement of the Faith, and when it 
iniversal (rai/ri^s Trapraxov Biacnrapeicryjs), they will be no longer needed (Chrys.). 


THE THIRD MISSION 


295 


I reckoned as a child ; 

But now that I have become a man, 

I have disused childish things. 

12 For meanwhile we look in a mirror and guess at what we 
see, 

But then — face to face ; 

Meanwhile it is but partially that I can know, 

But then shall I know as fully as I am known. 

x3 At present there remain Faith, Hope, Love — ^these three ; 

But the greatest of these is Love. 

The trouble which had arisen in the Gorinthian Church in The gift of 
connection with Spiritual Gifts, had specially to do with 
' the gift of tongues ' ; and here emerges a problem which is Perplexity 
singularly perplexing/ and that for two reasons. One iSpJo^iem; 
that the gift was a temporary phenomenon. It abounded a 
in the Apostolic Church, and it still lingered, on the testimony pilcnome^ 
of St. Irenseus,^ in the second century and revived eartyin 
the third amid the wild excesses of the Montanist prophets ; ® 
but toward the close of the fourth, as St. Chrysostom ex- 
pressly asserts, it had quite vanished, and the Apostle's 
allusions to the Corinthian situation puzzled even that 
master of exegesis. ' The whole passage,' he observes, ' is 
exceedingly obscure ; and the obscurity is occasioned by 
our ignorance of the facts and the cessation of happenings 
which were common in those days but unexampled in our 
own.' And, moreover, the evidence of the New Testament 
is extremely bewildering. For one thing, it is surprisingly Meagre- 
meagre. The phenomenon was extensively diffused in 
apostolic days, appearing at Jerusalem, at Caesarea Stratonis, Ac.ii.x-13; 

X. 46; xix. 

^ Mitt pov, *m a mirror.’ ‘According to the popular conception, a man 
looks through a mirror, inasmuch as he imagines that the form he sees is behind 
the mirror’ (Moulton’s Winer, p. 476)., The seen and temporal is only the 
shadow of the Unseen and Eternal, and in our present condition we see only 
God’s reflection in His works (cf. Rom. i. 20) : even in Christ, ‘ the Visible 
Image of the Invisible God,’ He is ‘to our mortal eyes subdued, flesh-veiled.* 

Hereafter, however, we shall see Him ‘face to face,’ ‘even as He is’ (i Jo. iii, 2) 

— not His reflection but Himself. Wetstein understands ‘through a window of 
dim glass,’ quoting the Rabbinical saying: ‘All the prophets saw through dim 
glass, but Moses through clear glass ’ {Jevam, 49). An attractive interpretation 
but impossible, since ^(roTTpov' never means anything but ‘a mirror’ (cf. Ja. i. 23). 
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at Ephesus, and at Corinth ; yet it is mentioned by Luke 
and Paul alone of the sacred writers.^ Nor is the scantiness 
Its incon. of the evidence the sole or the main difficulty. The pri 
sistency. ^^-0 the liistorian's narrative of the happenings at 

Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost and the Apostle's dis- 
cussion of the Corinthian situation ; and these present widely 
divergent accounts of the nature of the phenomenon. 

Luke's According to the former, it was a miraculous faculty of 
speaking foreign languages ; and this gift was bestowed on 
Apostles and their companions after their Baptism with 
the Holy Spirit. ‘ They began to talk with other tongues as 
the Spirit gave them utterance' ; and the listening multitude, 
representing no fewer than fifteen diverse nationalities, were 
amazed to hear a band of Galileans discoursing in their 
various languages. 

The If this narrative stood alone, there would be little doubt 

what the gift of tongues was : it w^as a miraculous endow- 
ment, vouchsafed by the Holy Spirit to those who received 
Him, whereby they w^ere able to speak strange languages 
which they had never learned. So it was understood by 
the sacred historian, and his account was generally accepted 
by the Christian Fathers ^ and succeeding interpreters. 
Thus conceiving it, they enlarge upon the practical utility 
and the spiritual significance of the endowment. It was, 
they represent, no small furtherance of the Gospel that its 
first preachers w^ere able, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
to proclaim it to all nations in their own native languages. 
And it served, moreover, as a prophecy of the unity of the 
Catholic Church, the gathering together of the scattered 
children of God into one family. It was indeed nothing 
Cf.G«n.s:i. less than the undoing of the ancient curse of Babel. ' The 
punishment of tongues,' says liugo Grotius, ' scattered men 
abroad ; the gift of tongues regathered the scattered into 
one people.' 

^ The promise that after His departure His disciples would ‘talk with new 
tongues’ is ascribed to our Lord in the spurious conclusion of the Second Gospel 
(Mk. xvi. 17). 

® Of. Orig. In Epist. ad Rom. i. 13 ; Chrys. In I Epist, ad Cor. Rom. xxix. i j 
Aug. Emrr, in Fs. xviri. 10, He Civ. Dei, xviii. i Ambrstr. on l Cor, 
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This, however, is a doubtful representation, and even in itsumeis 
the historian's , narrative evidences- of its ' untenability 
not lacking:. ; First, that multitude' of strangers in Jerusalem, 
at the Feast of Pentecost was composed of Hellenists, devout 
Jews who had come to worship in the Holy . City '; ' and they : 
had no need to be addressed in the languages of their 
adopted countries. They would probably understand 
Aramaic, and they would certainly understand the Common 
Greek, the of that period.^ Hence, if the gift 

of tongues was a linguistic endowment, it was, so far as they 
•were concerned, an unnecessarj^ miracle. And again, it is 
difficult to conceive how that promiscuous multitude could 
have been addressed simultaneously in so many languages. 

There is no indication that the various nationalities formed 
distinct groups, and the speech of one nationality would have 
been unintelligible to all the others. There seems no 
evasion of the difficulty save the theory of St. Gregory of 
Nazianziis ^ that it w^as a miracle not of speech but of hearing. 

The Apostles spoke in their own language, and by the grace 
of the Holy Spirit their discourse was intelligible to all their 
diverse audience. So the legend has it that the Spanish 
missionary, St. Vincent Ferrer, was understood by Greeks, 
Germans, Sardinians, Hungarians, and other races when he 
preached to them in Latin or in his mother-tongue as spoken 
at Valentia.® It is, moreover, significant that, on the 
historian's testimony, the preaching of the Apostles on the 
Dny of Pentecost occasioned not merely perplexity but 
mockery. It seemed to some of their hearers that they were 
intoxicated ; and this suspicion could hardly have arisen had 
they merely talked in foreign languages. It would indeed 
have been natural that their audience should marvel at their 
proficienc)^ but it would have been impossible to mistake 
their speech for drunken babbling. What was unintelligible 
to one would have been intelligible to others by his side. 

And, finally, wdien Peter addressed the astonished assemblage, 
what was his explanation of the miracle ? He declared it a 
fulfilment of the ancient prophecy will pour forth of^ My Joel u 
Spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall 

® Alban Butler, Lives of the Apr. 5. 
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prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams.' This defines the phenomenon : 
it was not talking foreign languages ; it was prophecy — 
revelation and ecstasy.^ 

And this accords with our Apostle’s references to the 
situation at Corinth. Here there is no suggestion of speaking 
foreign languages ; indeed the idea is positively precluded. 
When languages are in question, they are termed ' voices.’ 
The word ‘ tongue ’ had been appropriated to a special use, 
and another was required. Again, the Apostle’s phrase is 
‘ talking with a tongue ’ or ‘ with tongues,’ and the historian 
had to amplify this into ‘ talldng with other tongues ’ in order 
to express the idea of ‘ talking in foreign languages ’ as 
distinguished from ‘ talking in one’s own dialect ’ or ' tongue.’ 
Moreover, the purpose of the gift of tongues, according to 
the historian, was to render the message intelligible to the 
audience, and there was no such necessity at Corinth. There 
indeed the gift of tongues rendered the speakers unintelligible. 
They needed an interpreter, and his qualification was not 
knowledge of foreign languages but spiritual understanding. 
Interpretation was not a natural acquirement but a spiritual 
gift. 

This representation must be unreservedly accepted. Not 
only was it written earlier, but Paul had personal contact 
with the phenomenon ; and his account of it is uninten- 
tionally corroborated by the inherent inconsistency of the 
historian’s narrative. The latter’s misconception of the 
gift of tongues evinces how short-lived the phenomenon was. 
Though it lingered here and there for generations, it was 
generally no more than a vague memory ere the close of the 
first century. Its entire disappearance in St. Chrysostom’s 
day rendered it obscure to that master of sacred interpreta- 
tion ; and perhaps our best advantage over him and his 

^ It in no wise impairs the historical trustworthiness of the Book of Acts that 
it reprc.sents the ‘tongues’ as foreign languages, since this was apparently the 
prevailing belief, shared even by the gifted persons themselves. At all events it 
was the idea of the Irvingite prophets. ‘ Mary Campbell herself expressed her 
conviction tliat the tongue given to her was that of the Pelew Islands, wliicb, 
indeed, %vas a safe statement, and little likely to be authoritatively disputed ; 
while some other conjectures pointed to the Turkish and Chinese languages m 
those thus miraculously bestowed’ (Oliphant’s Life of Edu'ard Irvmg^ p, 32S). 
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contemporaries lies in the recognition of the fact that the 
Pauline references are the sui'est data for investigation. At 
the same time we have this further advantage that, since 
St. Chrysostom’s day, the phenomenon has occasionally 
reappeared ; and consideration of these more recent mani- 
festations is helpful toward a just solution of the problem. 

The most striking instances of the gift of tongues in modern Mt-dem 
times are ‘ the little prophets of the Cevennes ’ at the close of 'tua "i'rfof 
the seventeenth century and the Irvingites early in the wngues. 
nineteenth ; and it is remarkable that these exhibited 
respectively the phenomenon of the Day of Pentecost as 
portrayed in the Book of Acts and the ecstasies which con- 
vulsed the Corinthian Church. 

The story in the former instance is that among the perse- • The HtUe 
cuted Huguenots who found an asylum amid the mountains of 
the Cevennes after the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, cevennes.' 
the spiritual gifts of the Apostolic Church reappeared— 
miracles of healing, prophecy, and talking with tongues. 

The last was bestow'ed mainly on yoimg children, who were 
stricken with convulsions rendering them insensible to pain. 

During their seizures they preached and exhorted, not in the 
Romance patois of their native mountains, but in good 
French.^ This instance, however, is hardly apposite. 

French was no strange language to the ‘ little prophets.’ 

Their patois was indeed their habitual language, but French 
was the language of the Huguenot Bible and of Huguenot 
devotion ; and their exhortations were probably nothing else 
than passages of Scriptmre and of sermons. Nor is their 
repetition of these psychologically inexplicable. The words 
which they had heard and forgotten, lay dormant in their 
' subliminal consciousness ’ and awakened when their ' supra- 
liminal consciousness ’ was paralysed by sickness. It is a 
like phenomenon when the forgotten but imperishable past 
recurs in seasons of mental aberration and is uttered in 
ravings. Coleridge furnishes a remarkable instance in the 
case of a young woman some five and twenty j’ears of age 
and quite illiterate, unable either to read or to write, who, 
in the delirium of a nervous fever, poured forth Hebrew and 

^ Cl. Heath in Contemp, Jtn. 1886; Histoire du fanatims^ 
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Greek and Latin in a pompous tone and with such distinct 
and accurate enunciation that pages of her utterances were 
taken down. The explanation subsequently emerged. She 
had been for several years in the service of a clergyman who 
was accustomed to pace to and fro in a corridor adjoining 
the kitchen reciting favourite passages of the Scriptures and 
the Fathers. 

The The movement associated with the name of Edward 

movement. L'ving had its origin on the shores of the Firth of Clyde. 
It too was a revival of the spiritual gifts which abounded in 
the Apostolic Church, and it began simultaneously, in the 
month of March 1830, in two humble dwellings — the 
cottage of Fernicarry at the head of the Gareloch, where 
Mary Campbell, a young w'oman of saintly character, lay 
w'asting with consumption ; and the home of two unlearned 
but devout brothers, James and George Macdonald, at Port- 
Glasgow on the other side of the Firth. It was a time of 
spiritual awakening and unrest. A persuasion of the im- 
minence of Christ’s Return to establish His Millennial Reign 
had taken possession of a group of prophetic enthusiasts, 
and had been widely diffused by the apostolic zeal of their 
leader, Edward Irving ; and it was believed that the con- 
summation would be heralded by a recurrence of the spiritual 
gifts which had accompanied Iffis First Advent. The wild 
The gift of hope had reached the peaceful shores of the Gareloch ; and 
tongues. Sunday evening a company of friends had gathered round 

Mary Campbell’s couch and were praying for the restoration 
of the gifts, when suddenly she received the gift of tongues and 
‘ broke forth in loud, ecstatic utterances,’ continuing for 
upw’ards of an hour. 

I'he gift of It was the gift of healing that was first bestow'ed on the 
heating. Macdonalds. Their sister was lying sick, and she prayed 
for the Baptism of the Spirit. Her request w'as granted : 
her weakness was forgotten, and for several hours she poured 
forth her soul in praise, prayer, and exhortation. She 
interceded for her brother James, that he too might be 
endued with power from on high. This request also was 
granted, and at his command she arose from her couch, 
healed of her sickness. He wrote to Mary Campbell, inform- 
ing her what the Lord had done and charging her also to 
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‘ rise up and walk.’ She obeyed ; her disease left her ; the 
gift of tongues remained with her, and she entered on the 
career of an inspired prophetess. 

The gifts, especially prophecy and tongues, continued and Erekine of 
increased: and the fame of so marvellous a manifestation 
spread abroad and the two dwellings were frequented by 
curious visitors from near and far. One of these was the wise 
and saintly Thomas Erskine of Linlathen, who after so- 
journing six weeks with the Macdonalds published this 
testimony : ‘ Whilst I see nothing in Scripture against the 
reappearance, or rather the continuance, of miraculous gifts 
in the Church, but a great deal for it, I must further say that 
I see a great deal of internal evidence in the west country 
to prove their genuine miraculous character, especially in the 
speaking with tongues. ... After witnessing what I have 
witnessed among these people, I cannot think of any person 
decidedly condemning them as impostors, without a feeling 
of great alarm. It is certainly not a thing to be lightly or 
rashly believed, but neither is it a tiring to be lightljf or 
raslily rejected. I believe that it is of God.’ ^ 

It is the gift of tongues that is our immediate concern, Nature of 
and the accounts which Erskine and other witnesses have Jo'guesf 
left, are very instructive. Three facts emerge, (i) The (i) Actual 
experience was regarded by the subjects as an actual pos-s^°“®®' 
session. ' They declare,’ wrote a London solicitor, who 
visited Port-Glasgow to investigate the phenomenon,* 

‘ that their organs of speech are made use of by the Spirit 
of God ; and that they utter that which is given them, and 
not the expressions of their own conceptions, or their own 
intention.’ ‘The voices,’ says Erskine,® ‘ struck me very 
much, perhaps more than the tongues. It was not their 
loudness, although they were very loud, but they did not 
sound to me as if they were the voices of the persons speaMng ; 
they seemed to be uttered through them by another power.’ 

(2) The tongues w'ere not mere babbling. ‘ The languages,’ (a) 
says Erskine,'* ‘ are distinct, well-inflected, well-compacted 
languages ; they are not random collections of sounds ; they are 
composed of words of various length, with the natural variety, 

^ Erskine, Letter pp. 1S2 ® p. 181. 

® p. 186. ■ * Ibid,, Appendix VI n, pp. 39a 
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and yet possessing that commonness of character which 
marks them to be one distinct language. I have heard many 
people speak gibberish, but this is not gibberish, it is decidedly 
welbcompacted language.' Specimens have been preserved 
as they were written down by hearers, and one of these runs : 
' 0 Pinitos, Elelastino Halimangotos Dantita, Hampooteni, 
Feaini, Aristos, Ekampros/ {3) The tongues were unintelli- 
gible to the speakers unless the additional gift of interpretation 
was vouchsafed. Erskine relates how on one occasion, after 
James Macdonald ' had prayed a considerable time, first in 
English and then in a tongue, the command to pray for an 
interpretation was brought to his mind, and he repeated 
'' It is written, * Let him that speaketh in a tongue pray that 
he may interpret.' " He then prayed for interpretation 
with great urgency, until he felt that he had secured the 
answer, and when repeating over the concluding words of 
what he had spoken in the tongue, which were disco capito” 
he said, ‘'And this is the interpretation: the shout of a 
King is among them." ' ^ 

Precisel}^ these are the characteristics of this singular 
phenomenon as it presented itself in the Corinthian Church. 
Its reality is attested by its persistence and its spontaneous 
recurrence in seasons of spiritual excitation ; and the ques- 
tion is whether it be possible to ascertain its actual nature 
and define the principles underlying it. 

It is an illuminating fact that the gift of tongues was 
closely related to the gift of prophecy, and both were con- 

^ Ibid., p. 1S6. The gift of tongues is claimed by *the Pentecostal Brethren,’ 
and this testimony has been communicated by a Welsh correspondent (April 20. 
1911) : ‘I have recently heard “the gift of tongues” ; and some time ago in 
Swansea Pentecostal Brethren from Bournemouth held special meetings. They 
cwim to speak and pray in “unknown tongues.” During the meeting I heard 
several of the congregation pray, with the “gift of tongues,” in a language un- 
known to themselves ; but, as soon as they ceased praying thus, one of the Pente- 
co&tals interpreted. I have heard even some Welshmen in my own district speak 
wilh “the gift of tongues.” One friend of mine, a Welshman, said that he went 
to his room one afternoon to pray for a special blessing, and the blessing asked for 
was “the gift of tongues,” Before leaving the room he had the “’gift.” I have 
heard th.e strange language, the pronimciation similar to this : — Sacra cara me 
a p'ori pyori prori, etc.” This friend told me there was no connection wdiatever 
betw-'cen him and the “Pentecostals,” and ! have every reason to believe his 
statements.’ 
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comitants of the Baptism of the Spirit. ‘ When Paul had 
laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they began to talk with tongues and to prophesy.’ And what 
was the difference between prophesying and talking with 
tongues? It was a difference not of kind but of degree. 
In its scriptural sense prophecy was not prediction. It was 
the proclamation of a ^vine message, the telling of a vision, 
the glowing testimony of a heart moved by the Holy Spirit. 

‘ One w'ho prophesies,’ says the Apostle, ‘ talks to men 
edification and encouragement and consolation. ’ A ‘ teacher ’ 
repeated and expounded the sacred tradition ; ^ a ‘ prophet ’ 
uttered a revelation, he preached the word which God had 
spoken to his own soul. Prophecy was a rapturous out- 
pouring of mingled exhortation, adoration, prayer, and 
praise ; and it would frequently happen that the prophet 
was overw'helmed by the fulness of his vision of God. The 
glory was ineffable ; language failed him, and, like the 
Apostle, he could utter nothing but ‘ inarticulate groanings.’ 
This was ‘ talldng with tongues ’ — the crying of a surcharged 
soul.® And here lies the difference betw^een ‘ prophesying ’ 
and ‘talking with tongues.’ Both were the utterance of 
souls possessed by the Holy Spirit, but in the one case 
the language was intelligible, in the other it was unintelligible. 

‘ Talking with tongues ’ wns an actual experience, and the 
Apostle knew it well. ‘ Thank God,’ he says, ‘ I talk with 
tongues more than any of you.’ It w’as not the experience 
that was objectionable in his eyes and that created the 
scandal at Corinth ; it was the abuse of it. His attitude is 
identical with that of Erskine of Linlathen. Erskine was 
profoundly impressed by the revival of spiritual gifts in his 
day. In its initial stage he recognised it as indubitably a 
divine operation. Yet he never identified himself with the 
movement. He maintained an attitude of critical though 
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* Most frequently/ says Irving (OHphant’s . 339), .* the silence is broken 

by utterance in a tongue, and this continues for a longer or a shorter period, some- 
times occiip3dng only a few words, as it were hlling the first gust of sound ; some- 
times extending to five minutes, or even more,: o£ eaimest :,andTleepIy-felt cliscoiirse, 
with which the heart and soul of the speaker is manifestly much moved to tears, 
and sighs, and unutterable groanings, to joy, and mirth, and, exultation, and even 
laughter of the heart* • ■ , . 
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reverent observation ; and while he never questioned the 
possibility or the desirability of the restoration of spiritnai 
gifts to the Church, yetdn view of subsequent developments, 
especially in the community which gathered round Edward 
Irving, he saw reason to revise Ms judgment of the actual 
^ had great trial/ he wrote at the 
beginning of the year 1834/ ' about the spiritual gifts. The 
: ' been, manifested' has not been a spirit of 

union, but of discord. ; ■ I do not believe that the introduction 
of these gifts, whatever they may 'be, 'has been to draw men 
/P : ' simply tO: G I think the effectTias ratlier been to lead 
men to take God, as -it were, on trust irom others to be 
satisfied with God having declared something to another, 
and not to expect the time fulfilment of the promise, Thej^ 
shall all be taught of the Lord.'' ' ” God/ he had written a 

month previously,® ' is our all, and having God, we have lost 
nothing. These gifts are but signs and means of grace ; they 
are not grounds of confidence ; they are not necessarily 
intercourse with God ; they are not holiness, nor love, nor 
' patience * : they: are' not Jesus. ' .'But surely They shall yet 
appear, when God has prepared men tO' receive them/ 
Prophecy Prccisety similar was, the: situation which had emerged 
gift/^^ at Corinth. Emulation had created discord ; and the reason 
was that in their -zeal for gifts of grace.' the Corinthians had 
forgotten the 'highest gift- of all — the grace of Love. And 
so the Apostle recalls" them' to this sovereign way. It would 
not lessen their zeal for spiritual gifts ; it would rather aid 
them in attaining, these.- And so in counselling them to 
pursue Love he bids' them also not only strive for spiritual 
gifts but strive for the highest within their reach. And that 
Cf. Ill 28. was the gift of Prophecy. There was indeed, according to 
the Apostle's classification, one still higher— the grace of 
, Apostleship but .it 'was a divine vo'cation, beyond the grasp 
of liuman ambition, and the gift of Prophecy was the loftiest 
goal of legitimate aspiration. 

liv, I Pursue Love; but strive zealously for spiritual gifts, 
most of all that you may prophesy. 

Limitation And BOW he proceeds to deal with that troublous business 
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— ‘talking with tongues.' It was a phase of the gift of ofth«gif' 
Prophecy. It was prophetic rapture, and it was indeed a 
sacred and solemn experience to be highly and reverently 
prized. Yet it was subject to this practical limitation, that 
it was talking to God, and it was unintelligible to men, and 
thus it could not serve that precious use of Prophecy— the 
edification of the Church. And therefore Prophecy was 
a better gift and more to be desired. 

a For one who talks mth a tongue talks not to men but to 
God ; for no one understands,^ but in spirit he talks mysteries ; 

3 whereas one who prophesies talks to men edification and 

4 encouragement and consolation. One who talks with a 
tongue edifies himself ; whereas one who prophesies edifies 

s the Church. I wish you all talked with tongues, but most of 
all that you should prophesy. Greater is one who prophesies 
than one who talks with tongues, unless it be that he interprets, 
that the Church may receive edification. 

Edification is the supreme end of public worship, and its Futility oi 
essential condition is intelligibility. The end was served by 
the presentation of a revelation and the knowledge which it speech, 
supplied, or by prophecy, or by a Teacher’s repetition of the 
Evangelic Tradition ; but what profit could accrue from 
listening to ‘ inarticulate groanings ’ ? These were indeed 
a language, but the meaning was hidden from the hearers. 

The ecstatic outpouring might be, as Edward Irving claimed,® 
no ' unmeaning gibberish, as the thoughtless and heedless 
sons of Belial have said,’ but ‘ regularly formed, well-pro- 
portioned, deeply-felt discourse, which evidently wanteth 
only the ear of Mm whose native tongue it is, to make it a very 
masterpiece of powerful speech ’ ; yet, so long as that ear 
was wanting, it was, for practical purposes, no better than 
a foreign language, and it remained unprofitable though it 
were ‘ the tongue of the angels.’ *• 

6 This being so, brothers, what shall I profit you if I come to 
you talking with tongues and do not talk to you in the way of 
revelation or of knowledge ® or of prophecy or of teaching ? 

7 In the case of mere lifeless instruments giving sound — say a 

axoiet, cf. Dt. xxviii. 49 LXX ; t 9 i>os i ® 4 <c ixoiffri rijs airov, 

* IJ/t, p. 329. • Cf. n. on xii. 8* 
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flute or a harp—if they give no distinction in their notes, how 
will it be recognised what it is that is being played on either ? 

8 Ay, and if a trumpet give an uncertain sound, who will prepare 

9 for war ? So with you also in using the tongue, if you give 
unintelligible speech, how' will it be recognised what it is that 

10 you are talking? You will be talking ‘ into the air.’ There 
are, it may be, such and such a number of different languages 
1 1 in the world, and nothing lacks a language. If, then, I do 
not know the force of the language, I shall be to the man who 
is talking it a foreigner, and the man who is talking it will be a 
la foreigner in ray esteem. So with you also, since you are 
striving so zealously for spirits, let it be for the Church’s 
edification that you seek to abound in them. 

The remedy was that the gift of tongues should never 
be exercised in public assembly without interpretation. 
This was a distinct gift. Sometimes it accompanied the 
gift of tongues, and then, when his ecstasy passed, the 
enthusiast could explain the significance of his inspired 
utterances. But sometimes he lacked it, and then, unless 
one who possessed it were present to interpret them, they 
remained unintelligible to speaker and hearers alike. What 
was this gift of interpretation if the tongues were not, as they 
were popularly conceived, unknown languages ? Articulate 
speech is not the sole language. It is man’s peculiar gift, 
distinguishing him from the rest of the animals, which 
express their emotions by inarticulate cries. These cries, 
however, are also a language, and each has its proper signifi- 
cance. ' With the domesticated dog,’ says Darwin,^ ‘ we 
have the bark of eagerness, as in the chase ; that of anger, 
as well as growling ; the yelp or howl of despair, as when 
shut up ; the baying at night ; the bark of joy, as when 
starting on a walk with his master ; and the very distinct 
one of demand or supplication, as w-hen wishing for a door or 
window to be opened.’ And, besides the articulate speech 
which is his noimal mode of expression, man, in certain 
moods, ‘ uses, in common with the lower animals, inarticulate 
cries to express his meaning, aided by gestures and move- 
ments of the muscles of the face. This especially holds good 
with the more simple and vivid feelings, which are but little 
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coimected with our higher intelligence. Our cxm of pain, 
fear, surprise, anger, together with their appropriate actions, 
and the murmur of a mother to her beloved child, are more 
expressive than am^ words/ Such cries were the ' inarticu- 
late groanings ’ of the enthusiasts, and they were a language. 

They expressed distinct emotions— prayer, praise, adoration, 
thankfulness ; and, meaningless as they were to others, they? 
were intelligible to one who shared the emotions which 
prompted them. The spiritual expert understood the 
language of the spirit. He had ‘ the gift of interpretation/ 

1$ Wherefore let one who talks with a tongue pray that he 

14 may interpret. For, , if I pray ■ with a tongue, , my spirit 

15 prays but :my mind is barren. What follow’s,, then ? ^ I 
will pray with ■ my spirit, but I will pray witli iny mind 
also ; I w'ill praise with my spirit, but I will praise with my . 

16 mind . also. Else, if you Tiess with spirit only, how shall ■ 
one, wlio fills tlie place of the plain man ^ say tlie Amm at 
your thanksgiving, since he does not know what you are 

17 saying? Your tiianksgiving indeed is beautiful, but your 
18 neighbour is not edified. Thank God, I talk with tongues 
T9 more than any of you; yet in Church I had rather talk five 
words with my mind, so as to lodge them in the memories 
of others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

And now he appeals to the good sense of the Corintliians. An zpptsa 
Was there not something childish in those unintelligible 
raptures? What end did they serve ? They availed 
neither for conversion nor for edification. There was a 
lesson for the Church in the ancient Scriptures. Long ago, 

^vheil the scornful men of Jerusalem scoffed at the simplicity 
of his message, the Prophet had warned them that the Lord , 
would address them after another fashion. ■ The Assyrians 
would invade Jerusalem, and she' would hear their foreign 
tongue. It was because . they would not hearken to His: ; ^ 
gracious Word that the Lord had spoken to' His people in a ; 
language which they could not understand ; and so, argues 
the Apostle, was it still There'was no grace.iii those:: unin- 
telligible tongues of which the Co.rinthians were ,so p,rou€i' : ./,v' : v ,':'o 

* 6 ikihr-tiSi Uhe plain man ^ as distinguished from.':* the expert,® 0 r'dx^riv ■: 
whatever his T^x^'’‘’?-"‘the statesman, the physician, . the poet,, „ the soldier, tht, C 
churchman. Precisely equivalent to * layman' ® in its ^ oM list. . ■ Cf .. 'Sir, , Philip : 
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They neither edified believers, as prophecy did ; nor did they, 
like prophecy, convert unbelievers, though they might make 
the latter wonder and scoff. 

20 Brothers, do not prove children in your wits. No, in evil 

21 be very babes, but in your wits prove full-growm men. It is 
written in the Law : ' By men of strange tongues and by lips 
of strangers will I talk to this people, and not even thus will 

22 they hearken to Me, salth the Lord.* ^ And so tongues serve 
as a sign not for those who hold the Faith but for strangers 
to it ; whereas prophecy serves not for strangers to the Faith 

23 but for those who hold it. If, then, the whole Church assemble 
together and all talk with tongues, and there enter plain men 
or strangers to the Faith, will they not say that you are mad ? 

24 But if all prophesy and there enter a stranger to the Faith or 

25 a plain man, he is convicted by all, he is examined by all, the 
secrets of his heart become manifest ; and so he will fall on his 
face and worship God, proclaiming that ' God is indeed among 
you.*' ■' 

And so the Apostle lays down a practical rule. The plague 
of the Corinthian Church was the profusion of its spiritual 
gifts. At each meeting so many were eager to bear a part. 
One would lead in a psalm of praise, another would recite 
a lesson from the Evangelic Tradition, another had a revela- 
tion to communicate, another would break out with a tongue, 
while another would furnish the interpretation. It was a 
scene of wild and unedifying confusion. The worst disorder 
w^as occasioned by talldng with tongues, and when several 
enthusiasts talked simultaneously, it was a very babel. 
And so for the regulation of this exuberant gift the Apostle 
enjoins that it should never be exercised without interpreta- 
tion : where there was no interpreter, there should be no 
talking with tongues. And in any case it should be exercised 
sparingly— twice: or/at: the utmost, thrice at^ a single meeting, 
and always one at a time. 

86 What : follows, then, ■ brothers ? . .Whenever . you assemble, ^ 
each has a psalm, has a lesson, has a revelation, has a tongue, 
has an interpretation : let everything be done with a view to 

87 edification, In the case of talking with a tongue : let two or, 

^ Not the LXX rendering, which is here very erroneous. Origen {FMhc IX. 9) 
mys be had found the equivalent of the Apostle’s rendering in Aquila’s Version, 
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at the most, three talk at one meeting, and each in turn ; and 
iilet one interpret. But if there be no interpreter, let the mail 

keep silence m Church, and talk to himself and to God. 

The Apostle is here content with imposing these stringent ReguiatioB 
limitations on the exercise of the gift of tongues, but it would 
seem that, ere long, like Ersldne of Linlatlien, he adopted a ■ 
less tolerant attitude and absolutely disGountenanced it. 

At all events Vtalldiig with tongues’ has no place in hiscf. Rom. 
subsequent enumerations of spiritual gifts. Meanwhile 
allows that it is indeed a divine endowment, but he 
nounces the gift of Prophecy better, inasmuch as it served the 
grand use of spiritual edification. Yet, even the gift of 
Prophecy was liable to abuse, and apparently it was doubly 
abused at Corinth. It fostered spiritual pride and self- ■ 
deception. The former displayed itself in the eagerness of 
the Prophets to thrust themselves forward and prod aim 
their revelations. Several would rise sirniiltaneonsiy and 
endeavour to speak each other dowm. Their inspiration was 
their pretext : they must utter the divine message. And 
the result w^as disorder and strife. Moreover, they w’^ere prone 
to self-deception. Erskine tells how on tw^o occasions he 
heard James Macdonald prophesj^ with remarkable power, 
and afterwards ' discovered the seed of his utterances in the 
newspapers.’ ^ It w^'as not imposture ; it w^as self-deception. 

What he had read had lodged in his mind, and he had brooded 
over it until at' length he mistook it for a revelation. ' * I thus 
see,’ remarks Erskine, ' how things may come into the mind 
and remain there, and then come forth as supernatural, 
utterances, although their origin be quite, natural.’. It ■" 
appears that similar' deceptions had chanced at, Corinth,' 
demonstrating the necessity of,;', discerning.’ the prophetic' 
spirits.® , 

29 And as for Prophets: let two or. tiiree telk,, and let the 

30 others discern. And if a revelation be made to another sitting 

31 by, let the first keep silence. ,. For 'you can' all prophesy one, 

■ ^ ZeiifrSi .,p., ^ 209, Several of 'Irvmg.’s' followers;, ultimately, recognised, and,' con- „, . 

fessed that their inspiration had been a delusion.:', ,pp- ;323,.: '357 3%* , 

: ' * .Irving’s., test -of the prophets was twofold ‘.blaiueless walk and, conversation'’.,", 
mud * nothing contrary to sound doctrine,: but- .everything for edification, exhoiia. ; 
tion, and comfort’ p. 319). 
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Gal. iii. s8. 
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3* by one, that all may learn and all be encour^ed. And Pro- 

33 phets' spirits, are snbjeat to. the Prophets; lorG^ is not' 
: ar G^ disorder but a God' of peace, as H® is in all tht 

churches of His saints.^ 

Here arose the question of the legitimacy of women 
prophesying. There had been pi'ophetesses in ancient Israel, 
and there were prophetesses also in the Apostolic Church like 
the four daughters of Philip the Evangelist. The gift was a 
divine endowment, and its possession attested its legitimacy ; 
and Paul, recognising as he did the oneness of male and female 
in Christ Jesus, would have been the last to " make channels 
for God's Spirit, as men make channels for the water-courses, 
and say, Flow here, but flow not there/' ' He acknow- 
ledged the legitimacy of women prophesying, but in view of 
the scandals which he has already censured in dealing with 
the question of the veil,^ he prohibits them from public 
exercise of the gift. 

34 Let the women keep silence in the Churches ; for it is not 
permitted them to talk. No, let them be subject, as the Law 

35 also says. And if they wish to learn anything, let them 
question their own husbands at home. For it is disgraceful 
for a woman to talk in Church. 

The Apostle knew by experience how wilful the Corinthians 
were, and he reminds them once more of the deference due 
to catholic custom. The Corinthian Church was not Christen- 
dom but merely a Christian community, and they had no 
right to practise innovations at their own discretion. They 
must reverence the Lord's authority and the consensus 
fidelium. 

36 ^ Was it from you that the Word of God went forth, or did 
; 37it reach to you alone ? If any one fancies he is a prophet or 

a spiritual, let him fully recognise that what I am writing to 
' 3«^you is the Lord's commandment ; and if any one ignores it, 
he is to be ignored.® 

: , ^ This last, clause is otherwise construed (i) with ver. 3i,, vers. 32, 33^ being 
T»tenthetica! (\y., H.) 5,(2) with ver. 34 (Tisch.) — *us in all the churches' 'of .the;^ 
saints, let the woman keep silence in your churches,* 

: ■■■■■■*..€£." p.: 28.2. ■ ■ 

(cf. Mt. xxiv. 40, xxvi. 3), ‘this Is h» dooBi-«to he Ignofed.* 

' For thev variant d^roefrcty, ':*!^ ignores it, let him Ignore It,* ci vli 15; 
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$9 And so, my brothers, be zealous for proplie$}m)g and do 
40 not hinder talking vnth tongues ; but let everything be done 

in a seemly and orderly fashion. 

The next question which the Corinthian rescript submitted c. . the r 
concerned the resurrection of ' the body ; and' it is not. siir- , 
prising that this problem should have , been : debated: in a 
Gentile community. The constant burden of the Apostle's 
preaching was twofold : the Lord's Death and His Resur-cc Ac. 
rection with its corollary, the resurrection of believers ; and 
while the former presented a special diffieulty to Jewish 
minds with their secular ideal of the Messiah as a ^dctorious cf. i Cor, 
King, it was the latter that chiefly offended the philosophic 
Greeks. To the Apostle's, audience in the Court of the Ac. xvii 
Areiopagos it had seemed a grotesque impossibility, and it 
had been greeted with contemptuous ridicule ; and a like 
sentiment prevailed at Corinth. It was a postulate of 
ancient philosoph}/ that matter is essentially and necessarily 
evil ; and hence impurity is inseparable from our present 
condition. The mortal body is the prison-house of the im- 
mortal spirit, and only when it attains disembodiment will 
the latter escape corruption. Meanwhile impurity is inevit- 
able, and it has no moral significance. The Apostle had 
dealt with this mischievous theory in his first letter.^- He had i cor. vi 
insisted on the sanctification of soul and body alike, since 
the body is no perishing vesture one day to be cast aside. ,■ 

It was 'worn by the Lord in the days of His 'flesh, and even , 
as His body was raised by the power of God, so will ours. 

His doctrine had excited a lively controversy in the C'oiin- rht 
thian Church. The idea of the resurrection of the body 
presented insuperable difficulties to the Greek intellect., and 
these w^ere submitted to the Apostle. It was indeed' a pro- 
found problem, and his argument ranks as his noblest achieve- 
meiit. It is a truly prophetic -vision,. a,nd the subsequent ,t.. . 
progress of human thought has oni.y served to illumine it,, and, ,, 
discover more of its inexhaustible. fulness. Tie begins'TOthr - 
a reaffimiation of the historic fact of the Resurrection of the 
Lord and a repetition of the Evangelic,' Tradition which he 
had already delivered to the '.Corinthian' Cliiirch™.t!ie eye- 
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witnesses' testimonies to the manifestations of the Risen 
Lord during the forty days betwixt His Resurrection and 
His Ascension,^ besides his personal testimony to the mani- 
festation which had been vouchsafed to himself on the road 
to Damascus. 

sLv. I I recall to you, brothers, the Gospel which I preached 
to you, which also you received, in which also you stand 

2 firm, through which also you are being saved — ^the very 
terms in which I preached it to you, presuming you hold it 

3 fast — unless it be that your faith was all to no purpose. I 
delivered to you primarily ^ the tradition which I had also 
received : Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip- 

4 tures, and He was buried, and He has been raised ® on the 

5 third day according to the Scriptures ; and He appeared 

6 to Cephas, then to the Twelve ; next He appeared to 
upwards of five hundred brothers all at once, of whom 
the greater number remain to this day while some have 

7 gone to their rest ; next He appeared to James, then to all 

8 the Apostles. Last of all, He appeared also to me, as it 

9 were, the poor weakling.* For I am the least of the 
Apostles ; I am not fit to be called an Apostle, inasmuch 

10 as I persecuted the Church of God. But by God's grace 
I am what I am. And the grace which He showed me 
proved no empty thing. No, I toiled more abundantly 
than any of them ; yet it was not I but the grace of God 

11 aiding me. Whether, then, it be I or they, this is the 
message we are proclaiming and this the faith you embraced. 

It does not appear that the Corinthians questioned the 
Resurrection of the Lord, It was merely the resurrection of 
believers that they denied ; but they could not stop there. 

^ Cf. T/te Dajfs of His Fleshy p. 520. 

® h ir/>t6rots, not ‘ at the beginning of my teaching ^ {Chrys. ! 
but ‘ in the place of primary importance ’ (Grot, ; * inter praecipua quse credere 
/debetis’). ■ 

® perf., since His Resurrection is not merely an historic fact 

but a present and abiding force. 

^ 4 'rpaJiLta (cf. LXX Num. xii. 12; Job iii. 16; Eccl. vi. 3}, *an abortion’ or 
* premature birth,’ and so a stunted weakling. The idea, as explained in next 
ver., is twofold : (1) the irregularity^ not the lateness, of Paul’s conversion ; (2) 
the imperfection of his growth : he was, in his own estimation, the weakling of the 
apostolic brotherhood. He was always ready to confess this. It w^as not the 
quality but the reality of his apostleship that he asserted, and the necessity of 
asserting it vi’as distasteful to him. His achie\’ements were not his own but 
triumphs of God’s grace through his poor instrumentality. 
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Their contention that " there was no such thing as a resur- 
rection of the dead ’ ruled out not merely the resurrection of 
believers but the Resurrection of Christ as well ; and see 
what would then' ensue. Not only would the 'testimony of , ; 
the Apostles be discredited, but the faith of their converts 
would be betrayed. Salvation lay in union with Christ— cf. Rora. 
identification with Him in His Death, His Burial, His Restir- 
recti on, and His Life ; and if He had never been raised, their 
hope of salvation was belied, and their expectation of reunion 
with their beloved dead was an idle dream. They were the 
pitiable dupes of a fond delusion. 


12 Now if it is proclaimed that that Christ has been raised from 
the dead, how is it that some among you are saying that 

13 " there is no such thing as a resurrection of the dead ' ? If 
' there is no such thing as a resurrection of the dead,' neither 

14 has Christ been raised ; and if Christ has not been raised, 
it turns out that the message we proclaim is an empty thing, 

15 your faith also is an empty thing. Yes, and we are being 
found false witnesses of God, because we bore witness against 
God that He raised Christ ; and He did not raise Him, if 

16 indeed it turns out that the dead are not raised. For, if the 

17 dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised; and if 

Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile : you are still 

18 in your sins. It turns out also that those who have gone 

19 to their rest in Christ, have perished. If it be for this life 
that we have set our hope in Christ, and that be all, we are 
the most pitiable of mankind. 


It was an appalling issue, and the Apostle dismisses it and The ' 
turns with exultant relief to the glorious reality. , Christ 
has been raised, and His Resurrection is the prophecy ^ and 
pledge not only of the future resurrection of all ' who are ' 
united to Him but of the ^ final triumph, of God's redemptive 
purpose. He is the new head-'-of humanity. Adam, was the ■ 
original head, and by the profound principle which links 'the;' r 
generations and makes each the heir of the last, his sin be-'-, 
came the heritage of the race.: :'.'And,'conversely,,since Christ- 
is the new head of humanity,,: His -grace- fl.ows down the. a.ges, ' , ; - 
like a healing stream ; nor will .itS’ beneficent operation cease 
until evil has been purged from -the Universe -and' God ..-the , 
Father reigns in undisputed dominion.. ■ 
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as it- is/ Christ has 'been raised from' the;: dead,; 
m first-fruits of those who- have -gone to rest/ ' For,/ since' ' it 
-■ /„ vis -. through a. ■ man that there , is death, it" is ' ^.also'/ through, ,'a 
^2 man that there is a resurrection of the dead. For, just as 
in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made live. 

23 But each in the proper order : Christ the first-fruits ; next 

24 Christ's people at His Advent ; then the end, when He 
surrenders the Kingdom to the God and Father, when He 
shall have crushed every principality and every authority 

Pss. viii. 6, 25 and power. For He must be King until ' He put all things 
26 under His feet.' The last enemy to be crushed is death; 
27 for 'He has subjected all things under His feet/ And 
when He shall say : ' All things have been subjected ' 
(plainly with the exception of Him who subjected them 
s8 all to Him) — when they shall all be subjected to Him, then 
the Son shall Himself also be subjected to Him who sub- 
jected them all to Him, that God may be all in all. 

The issues Such was the Christian faith in the Resurrection ; and the 

SL'C St£lilcci« 

Apostle proceeds to remind his converts how precious it was 
to their own hearts, and what sacred issues depended on it. 
Their dearest affections were at stake. Those were sorrowTul 
days at Corinth. A pestilence had visited the city,^ and 
death was busy in her d^vellings. It was the call of God, and 
many had hearkened to it. Unbelieving husbands or wives, 
bereaved of their beloved, turned in their desolation to the 
Saviour whom they had hitherto rejected and, moved by 
the hope of a blessed reunion, confessed their faith in the 
Gospel. They were ‘ baptised for the sake of their dead.' 
If there was ' no such thing as a resurrection/ that tender 
hope was a fond delusion. 

And there was more at stake. The Corinthian Christians 
were bearing constant sacrifice and suffering for their Lord. 
The Apostle reminds them of the persecutions which he had 
endured in their midst and those which he had endured 
. //v/';/-'^-^ was still enduring at- Ephesus. He' was facing death 
daily in the hope of winning the glory of the Resiirrectiori. 

-.that , hope, were-a- dream,, then his sacrifices, and' Theirs,: 
were unavailing, and it 'w^ere better to embrace the Epicurean 
philosophy and snatch' the fl'eeting pleasures of the passing 
hour. 

'I/;, 
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m Else, wbat will they do who are baptised for the sake of 
their dead ? ^ If the dead are not raised at al, why are they 

30 actually baptised for their sake ? Why, too, are we nmning 

31 risks every hour ? Daily I am ■ facing death— -ay, ■ by that Cf.a'Cor, 
boasting in ^ you, brothers,' which: is mine in Christ Jesus our** 

33 Lord. If it was from merely human motives that I fought 
with wild beasts at Ephesus,® what am I the better' for it ? 

If the dead are not raised, ' let us eat and drink, for on the fa- 
morrow we die/ ^ 

The Apostle had a' purpose in quoting that Epicurean A warning 
maxim. Too many of the Corinthians were actually prac»Sffinism. 

„ ® , A much vexed passage. A mere enumeration of ail the various interpretations ' 
would require, , says 'Bengel, a dissertation. ■ ..Cf. collection in. Poolers ' Crit 
occupying four folio p.ages. , The clue to the Apostle’s meaning lies in ver. 18: 
the hope of reunion in Heaven with their beloved dead who had ‘ gone to their 
rest in Christ,’ had induced some, hitherto unbelieving, to profess faith and be 
baptised. Of other interpretations suffice it to indicate three which have had a 
long and wide vogue: i. Vicarium hapiisma^ ‘Vicarious Baptism® (Ambrstr., 

Grot). Believers submitted themselves to the Sacrament in name of their un* 
baptised dead, that these might rank as Christians and share in the felicity of the 
Resurrection. The practice certainly prevailed in the time of Tertullian (cf. 

Resurr, Cam* 48 ; JdzK Marc* Y* 10), hut only, it: would seem, among heretics— 
the Marcionites (cf. Cbrys.) and the Cerinthians (cf, Epiphan. liar, xxviii, 7)* 

There is, however, no evidence that it was known at Corinth, and it probably 
originated in a misunderstanding of the text. 2* After pouring scorn on that 
heretical practice Chrys. propounds his own view. He explains the passage by 
the fashion obtaining in his time at the administration of Baptism : the catechumen 
repeated the article of the Creed ‘ I believe in the Resurrection of the Dead/ and 
on the strength of this confession of his faith he was then immersed in token of 
his burial and resurrection with Christ. Thus * baptism for the dead ® was sup« 
posed to mean ‘haptisni on the ground of faith in the resurrection of the dead/ 

3. Bapiisma ck’mccrum^ ‘Death-bed Baptism,® administered on the approach of 
death to tliose who had postponed the observance of the Sacrament for fear of 
mortal sin (Epiphan., Calv., Beng.). But (i) Mp tup vesepm cannot mean 
the verge of death / moritwri j and (2) - it was not until a later period that the 
•custom of delaying Baptism arose (cf. Append. VX). 

.'The same metaphor ■ occurs in iv. 9 (ci p. 254). .Is certainly '%ura« ■ 

,,tive. , ' It is incredible that Paul,., a Roman citizen, should actually have fought in 
.the circus as a besHarius*. ' ' Cf. Ignat. Rom* v, where the saint, on his way to : 

■ martjtdom at Rome, sa3?s he is ‘fighting with wild beasts all the while/ . • 

'wm\MKa,'X€mdpBoLSs' meaning his brutal guards. -‘Wild beasts® was a .common 
metaphor for savage men (cf. Pompey in Appiah,lL ix. 61 ; ©foes &i^pkt.s /iaxd/isla, 

', Ps. ',Xxil.,,,i'2,' ,13}, esp^ mob or tyrants, (cf. Philostr. FzL JpeiL iV« 38). 

For a graphic picture of cf. Act, Paul it Thed*’^^ .ff. Pdfc, 

.r'ii'Iv.:^.': 

® ‘ Epicureorum vox* (Wetstein, who quotcs.-classical parallels). Ci Hor. CM . 

I. xL 7s 
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tising it. They reasoned from the philosophical principle 
of the essential evil of matter that, since the body was a 
perishing tiling, they might indulge its appetites as they 
would. It was a mischievous delusion, and it came of their 
converse with pagan thought and pagan manners, exemplify- 
ing that saying of the Greek poetU ‘ 111 company corrupts 
good characters.’ In truth their doubt of the Resurrection 
was moral as well as intellectual. 

33 Be not deceived. ‘lU company corrupts good characters.’ 

34 Awake from your debauch to righteousness, and give over 
sinning ; for there are some who have no recognition of God. 
It is to move you to shame that I am talking. 

Two And nowj- the Apostle addresses himself to a consideration 

objections ; intellectual problem of the Resurrection of the Body. 

Two difficulties had presented themselves to the minds of 
the Corinthians. 

35 But some one will say; ‘ How are the dead raised ? And 
with what sort of body do they come ? ’ 

(i) The These are difficulties which have been felt aU down the 

presented by 

body. the experience of our mortal bodies after death. The early 
Christians abhorred the pagan fashion of burning their dead 
in funeral pyres and preserving the ashes in urns. The body 
was sacred in their eyes, and they committed it reverently 
to the earth.® Reverence was their sole motive, but the 
pagans imputed to them a fond solicitude to preserve the 
body intact until it should be reanimated at the Resurrection ; 
and it is told that during the persecution in the reign of the 
Emperor Verus they outraged the bodies of the martyrs at 
Lyons and Vienne, and then burned them and cast the ashes 
into the river Rhone, that they might have no hope of re- 
surrection. ‘ Now let us see,’ they jeered, ‘ if they will rise 
again, and if their God can succour them and snatch them 
out of our hands.’ ® It would indeed have been a just taunt 
had the Christians entertained that notion. For when the 


^ CL p. 24. 

* CL /Fel. OeL i i, 34.: ■ 

* Eus. Med. Y, I (ad 
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body is committed to the earth, it does not lie there ‘ with 
meek hands folded on its breast,’ awaiting the Resurrection- 
morning. It decays and turns to dust. The sum of matter 
is definite and constant, and our bodies are composed of the 
common stuff ; and even as the leaves of autumn do not 
perish when they wither and fall, but are cast into Nature’s 
alembic, and the mantle which arrays her each spring-time 
is no new garment but the old fabric refashioned, rewoven, 
and dyed with fresh colours, so our bodies when they die 
are resolved into their elements. They ‘ melt into the 
general mass of nature, to be recompounded in the other 
forms with which she daily supplies those which daily dis- 
appear, and return under different forms— the watery 
particles to streams and showers, the earthly parts to enrich 
their mother earth, the airy portions to wanton in the 
breeze, and those of fire to supply the blaze of Aldebaran and 
his brethren.’ And how, then, are the dead raised ? Can 
the dispersed elements ever be re-collected and redintegrated ? 

These bodies which are ours now, have seiwed other uses in 
the bygone ages, and they will serve yet others in the ages 
to come ; and at the Resurrection where will they be and 
to whom will they belong ? 

Nor is this the only difficulty. If the dead are raised, (a) Unsmt- 
' with what sort of body do they come ? ’ The Eternal 
World is a spiritual realm, and what place will there be there 
for material bodies? ‘Flesh and blood,’ said the Corinth- world, 
ians, ‘ cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, nor does corrup- 
tion inherit incorruption.’ The Anthropomorphites solved 
the problem by materialising the spiritual world. They 
read in the Scriptures of the image of God, His face. His eyes 
and ears and hands and feet ; and taking tins language 
literally they accounted the doctrine of His incorporeality a 
blasphemy and anathematised the books of Origen where it 
was taught.i It is told of Serapion, that venerable monk of 
the Nitrian Desert, that when the doctrine was presented 
to him, he wept and wailed and cast lumself on the ground. 

‘ Woe is me ! ’ he cried. ‘ They have taken away from me 
my God; and I have none to hold now, nor know I any longer 


^ Ct &QCT. Meel. Vi. J } Aug. Centra Efist. Manich. 
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wioiK to adore or address.t^ " And so:'preeisely :reasoEed:to^^^^ 
Corinthians from their diverse point of view. . ■ A 
saw no place in the Eternal World .for an incorporeal God; 
so they saw none for a material body. 

These are no frivolous objections. The difficulties were 
very real and they were propounded in all seriousness ; 5^et 
how does the Apostle receive them ? ‘ Senseless man i ' 

he exclaims ; and it seems a sorry beginning. But consider 
w’hat the epithet means. It is well defined by the use wliich 
Socrates makes of it when, in the course of his tlieistic 
argument, he applies it to a statue.^ A sculptor's noblest 
creation is but ‘ a senseless image/ seeing nothing, hearing 
nothing, understanding nothing. And this is the idea which 
leaped into the Apostle's mind when those doubting questions 
were presented to him. * Senseless man ! ' he cries ; ' un- 
perceiving as an inanimate statue ! open your eyes to the 
wonders which surround you. Look at the fields and see the 
seed cast into the ground and springing up in a rich and 
golden harvest : there is the miracle of the Resurrection 
enacted before your eyes.' The seed dies, but it dies that 
it may live again, and live more abundantly. For death is 
not merely, in St. Bernard's phrase, * the gate of life ' ; it is 
the pathway to an ampler and nobler life. 

36 Senseless man ! what you yourself sow is not made live 

37 unless it die. And what you sow — it is not the body which 
is to come into being that you sow, but a bare grain of 

38 wheat, perchance, or some of the other sorts; and God 

■ rgives, it; a: b as^ He has; chosen, and each of, the seeds .its 
proper body, 

■ But will this suffice ? The harvest . is no less iBaterial 
than the seed, and will the nobler body which toII spring 
from it be less material than the mortal body or better fitted 
to inherit the Kingdom of God ? Consider, argues the Apostle, 
what ' body ' is; ' , It is a- .larger term than fflesh/ . . There 
are indeed bodies of flesh, but even these are widely diverse. 
There is human flesh, and' there is the flesh oi beast^ and bird' 

* Cassian. Collate SaU X. 2. 

' * .Xen, I., iv, 4: wSrepd o'ot SomOn d 
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and fish ; .and these, are all different, yet they are all flesh. 

And they are all bodies, but they are not the only sorts of 
'body,.: ; There, are, heaventy^^^ well as earthly bodies, 

and the heavenly bodies are nob bodies of flesh. And, 

: moreover, like the earthly bodies,- they are of different sorts. 

Sun, moon, and stars have each a peculiar glory. 

39 : Every flesh is not the, same flesh, but men's is one kind, 
\\„cattle’s flesh another, fowls' flesh another, and fishes' another. 

:4:oA,iid: there are heavenly bodies 'and earthly bodies, but the 
'V glory of ,tlie ' heavenly ,is of one. sort, and that of the earthly 
4;'i of another, -There is one'gioiy of sun, and another glory of ,, 

: ^ moon, and another glory. of stars ; for star differs .from, star in 
glory. 

' Flesh/ then, and ' body ' are not . synonymous terms'; , ' 
and while flesh cannot inhe.rit the Kingdom of God,, it ^ 3 ^ 
means follows that body cannot. And hence the Apostle the spto- 
carries forward the argument. He distinguishes between 
‘animal bodies’ and ‘spiritual bodies.' The former are- 
bodies of flesh, and they are earthly and cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God ; but the latter are heavenly bodies, and 
they can, ‘ In the heavenly/ sa3^s St. Augustine,^ ‘ there 
is no flesh, but bodies simple and lucid, which the Apostle 
styles “ spiritual," while otliers call them ethereal/” And, 
furthermore, there is a relation betwixt the two. The animal 
body is in truth the rough cast of, the spiritual bod.\\ There 
is, '‘,as it' were, 'a,bra-iii within. 'the. brain, a body within the 
body, soniethiiig - like that which the Orientals have for ages 
spoken, of as the “ Astral Body and in due season the 
scaffolding will be taken down, ‘ this muddy vesture of decay ' 
will fail off, and the spiritual ' body 'will emerge purged of its ; 
grossness a..'nd fit to' inherit the Kingdom of .God. Our. bodies 
Jiieanwhik are only in the making. Their evolutio,n, began. 
when ‘ tho. Lord God- formed man of,, the dust of the ground,, v 
and,, breathecTinto liis nostrils, the breath of life ' ; and tlie 
...agelong process will, be, complete 'when 'the Lord Jesus Christ 
has ‘ refashioned the body of' our humiliation into coiiformitj^ 
with the body of' his glorj^-'-'.-and'we-W'ear ,no .longer /tli-e,«v:, 

24. 

' * M!^.Coiinen, qf immorf*^ p« 
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image of the earthly man ' but ' the image of the Heavenly 
ilan/ ^ And the Resurrection is the achievement of this 
consummation. 

43 Thus also the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in cor- 
43ruption, it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonour, 

it is raised in glory ; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 

44 power ; it is sown an animal ^ body, it is raised a spiritual. 

45 If there is an animal body, there is also a spiritual Thus also 
Gen. ii. 7. it is written ; ' The first man Adam became a living soul ' : 

46 the last Adam is become a life-giving spirit. But what comes 
first is not the spiritual but the animal; then comes the 

47 spiritual. The first was 'a man fornied of the dust of the 
48 ground ' ; the second is a Man from Heaven. What the man 
formed of the dust w^as, that also are the men formed of the 
dust ; and what the Heavenly Man is, this also are the heavenly 
Gen. V. 3. 49 men. And as we wore the image of the man formed of the 
dust, we shall wear ^ also the image of the Heavenly Man. 

Final Tlius it was a just contention that ' flesh and blood cannot 

fioTor* inherit the Kingdom of God,' but it was no disproof of the 
deacf Resurrection of the Body. For when the body is raised, it 
will be no longer flesh and blood but a spiritual body. And 
this, adds the Apostle, is a sure prospect ; for it is no mere 
speculation : it is ' a mystery.' And, as he employed the 
term, * a mystery ' signifies not a hidden truth but a truth 
once hidden and now i*evealed.^ Such a truth was the 
Resurrection of the Body. In bygone ages it had been a 
vague dream, a yearning inspired by the heart's rebellion 
against dissolution and disembodiment ; but the Resurrec- 
tion of Christ had triumphantly confirmed it. He had been 
Cf. vers, raised from the dead, * the first-fruits of those who have 
gone to rest.' One with Him in Hi\ Death and Burial, they 
will at His Advent share also His Resurrection and Glorifica- 
tion. Some thx'ee and a half years j|)reviously the Thessal- 
onians, uninstructed as yet in the hope of the Resurrection, 
r Th. m had vexed themselves with the question whether their friends 
who had already gone to rest would excluded from the 

^ Cl p. 52- 'Gf. 

* Though (popi(T(^jfi€Vt ‘let us wear,* is more strongly' supported, <popi<ro/.i€P^ ‘we 
shall wear,* is certainly authentic. The exhortation . is impossible, since the 
resurrection of the body is God’s work. Such itacisrri is frequent. Cf. Rom. 
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triumph of the Second Advent, which they regarded as im- 
minent ; and the Apostle had reassured them by telling 
them that the appearance of the Lord would be the signal for 
the resurrection of all who had died in faith.^ And now it 
seems that a converse misgiving had assailed the minds of 
the Corintliians, They too believed in the imminence of 
the Second Advent ; and since it is through death and re- 
surrection that the corruptible body attains incorruption, 
they wondered what would happen to those who survived 
until the Lord's Appearing and never' died. Would their . 
bodies remain mortal and corruptible, unfit to inherit the 
Kingdom of God ? The Apostle answers by assuring them 
that all, whether asleep or awake, would share the glorious 
transfoi'iiiation. 

50 And this I admit, brothers, that 'flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of God, nor does corruption inherit 

51 incorruption.’ Look you, it is a mystery that I am telling you. 

52 We shall not all be laid to rest, but we shall all be changed, in 

a moment, in the twinkle of an eye, at the last trumpet. For Cf. 1 Th, 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incor- 

53 ruptible, and we shall be changed. For this that is corruptible 
must clothe itself with incorruption, and this that is mortal 

54 clothe itself with immortality. And when this that is cor- 
ruptible has clothed itself with incorruption and this that is 
mortal has clothed itself with hnmortality^^ will come 

to pass the word that is written : ' Death is swallowed up in is. xxv. S; 
55%uctory.’ 'Where, death, is thy victory ? where, death, 

56 thy sting ? ’ • The sting ' of death is sin, and the power of sin ‘ “ , 

57 is the Law; but thanks to God who gives 'us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58 And so, my beloved brothers, prove steadfast, immovable, 
abounding in the work of the Lord always, knowing that your 
toil is no empty thing in the Lord. 

The last question in the rescript concerned The Gentile ^.coiiec- 
collection on behalf of the poor . Christians at Jerusalem.* pJorati^ 
The scheme had been ''s'ubmitted to the Corinthians b}'^ Titus J‘^rasaiem. 
and the colleague whom the Church of Antioch had associated 
with him in the management., of the business,* and it had 
thy^rst instance been well received ; but' amid the subse- , 
quent dissension it had .encountered opposition. Already, 

^ Cf. p. 163, ^ CL p. 223,' ' Cf.'p, 234, , 
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it would seem, there were mutterings of a calumny which 
was afterwards unblushingly alleged — that in his zeal for 
the poor Paul had a dishonest end in view, and under the 
pretext of charity was seeking his own enrichment ; and 
apparently these had reached his ears. The rescript, how- 
ever, made no mention of the odious insinuation, raising 
merely a question of procedure — whether the Church should 
proceed immediately with the collection or await his arrival. 
His answ’er is that the Corinthians should adopt the method 
which he had instituted in the Churches of Galatia, and lay 
by each Lord's Day as much as they could afford of their 
week’s earnings. There was a double advantage in tliis 
method : not only would a gradual accumulation prove less 
burdensome but it would yield a better result.^ The col- 
lection would, moreover, be ready when he arrived, and it 
could be at once forw'arded to its destination. And, he adds 
significantly, he would not himself undertake its conveyance 
tliither. They must appoint deputies, and these he would 
furnish with a letter of credit to the Church at Jerusalem ; 
or else, he says, evidently to incite their liberality, if the 
contributions proved sufficiently generous, he would, instead 
of furnishing the deputies with a letter of credit, accompany 
them in person and introduce them to the Church. 

xvi. I Regarding the collection for the saints : Follow the order 

2 which I prescribed to the Churches of Galatia. Every 
First Day of the Week let each of you lay by him in store 
as he. may be prospered, that, w’hen I come, there may 

3 then be no making of collections. And when I arrive, the 
persons whom you approve I shall send with a letter of 

4 credit* to convey your benefaction to Jerusalem. If, 
however, it be worth my going too, they will go in my 
company. 

■ ■ ■ m ' ' 

And now the letter closes with various personal concerns, 
hirst, the Apostle explains his plans for the future. He 
had intended leaving Ephesus at an early date and sailing 

* Cf. Ambrstr. : ‘quia quod paulatim colligitur, nec grave est, et invenilur 

mwltumT 

* Literallj^ ‘letters’ cVtffroXwv) ; but it is unlikely that each of the deputies 
would lj#furnislied with a letter, and eVtcrroXaf was used of a single letter, Ci. 
Light. foot, PM, pp, 140 ff. 
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direct to Corinth ; but this purpose had been overruled by 
the emergence at once of large opportunities and of cor- 
responding difficulties which required his presence yet a 
while in Asia, In truth there was another reason for delay. 

Had he proceeded forthwith to Corinth, he must have dealt Cf. ayror. 
sternly with the Church ; and his hope was that, if he 
postponed his visit, wiser counsels would in the interval 
prevail, and he would then be absolved from that hateful 
necessity. This motive, howwer, he meanwhile conceals 
and simply intimates his intention of remaining at Ephesus 
until Pentecost 'of next year and . then - travelling overland 
through Macedonia, • He .would thus reach Corinth in the 
autumn of 56, and perhaps he might be able to spend the 
winter there. 

5 I shall come to you after travelling through Macedonia ; 

6 for througli Macedonia I am to travel. And with you, perhaps, 

I shall make a stay or even spend the winter, that you may 

;send me on my way wherever I may be going. For I do 
not wish to pay you just now merely a passing visit : I hope 

8 to stay some time with you, if the Lord permit. I shall, 

9 however, stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost ; for a wide door 
for active work has opened to me, and there are many opposing. 

Another matter he mentions with peculiar solicitude. Recoui- 
Timothy and his party were on their way to Corinth by the 
overland route through Macedonia, and Paul reckoned that Timothy 
their arrival would synchronise with the delivery of Ms letter.^ 

He apprehended that the Corinthians might make it a griev- 
ance that he had sent them so youthful an ambassador on. 
so delicate an errand, and he bespeaks for him a kindly 
reception. He was indeed young, but he was, as they knew 
by experience, a true comrade of the Apostle. It would 
have been well that a more experienced delegate should have 
'been sent, and Paul had been anxious that Apollos should 
undertake the office ; but he had declined it. The unpleasant 
experience which had driven him 'from Corinth was fresh 
in Ms remembrance, and Tie Judged, ^perhaps ■ wisely, that 
Ms presence there would , meanwhile be' inopportune. So 
Timothy was being sent, and they must receive Mm graciously. 


Apprecia- 
tion of the 
Corinthian 
deputies. 


Greeting#. 
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The Apostle was anxiously awaiting the report which he and 
Ms companions would bring back from Corinth. 

10 If Timothy comes, see to it that there is nothing to affright 
him in his intercourse with you ; for he is doing the Lord's 
siwork like myself. Therefore let no one set him. at naught. 

Send him on his way in peace, that he may come to me ; for 
xa I am expecting him and the brothers with him. Regarding 
our brother Apoilos, 1 repeatedly besought him to go to you 
with the brothers, and he would on no account go at present. 
He will go, however, whenever it is opportune. 

He pleads with them to rally their faith and love. Their 
letter and the personal statements of their three messengers 
had gladdened him ; and he makes special mention of his 
friend Stephanas, who with Ms household had been stead- 
fastly loyal during the trouble, and begs them to be guided 
by that example. 

13 Be vigilant ; stand film in the Faith ; play the man ; 
14, 15 be strong. Let all that you do be done in love. I beseech 
you, brothers — you know the household of Stephanas, how 
they are the first-fruits of Achaia, and they enlisted in the 
16 service of the saints — that you on your part enlist under 
men of this sort and under everyone who shares their 
x7work and toils hard. It is a joy to me that Stephanas and 
Fortunatus and Achaicus have come : the service which 
x 8 you could not render me, they have made up. They have 
refreshed my spirit and yours too. Recognise the full 
worth of men of their sort. 

This ends the letter, and here the custom.ary greetings 
are entered. The first is a fraternal greeting to the church 
of Corinth from the churches of Asia, not merely the church 
of Ephesus but all the churches of the Province ; and this 
indicates how protracted had been the stay of the Corinthian 
delegates and how widespread was the interest which their 
visit had created. The second is a greeting from Aqiiila 
and Prisca. Corinth was their former home, and they had 
many friends there; and so they send 'many greetings/ 
Their house was one of the meeting-places of the Ephesian 
Christians, and they associate their fellow-worshippers in 
their expression of good-will. And since the Corinthian 
trouble had excited general solicitude at Ephesus, a tMrd^ 
greeting is added— from ' all the brothers/ 
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2:9 The churches of Asia greet you. Aqiiila and Prisca send 
you many greetings in the Lord, and in these the church at 
20 their house joins. All the brothers greet you. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. 

And now the Apostle appends his sign-manual. The 

Apostle'S' 

21, 22 My GREETING WITH MY OWN HAND — PaUL’S. IF ANY autograph. 
ONE DOES NOT LOVE THE LOED, LET HIM BE ACCURSED. 

23 ‘ O OUR Lord, come ! ’ ^ The grace of the Lord Jesus 

24 BE WITH YOU. My love BE WITH YOU ALL IN CHRIST 
Jesus. 

The letter was forth%vith conveyed to Corinth by Stephanas, corimhian 
Fortuuatus, and Achaicus. Stephanas had been steadfastly 
loyal to the Apostle ; and if his companions had been dis- 
affected in the recent controversies, their experience at 
Ephesus had disarmed their hostility, and on their return 
to Corinth they would co-operate with Timothy. There is 
no record of what transpired, but the issue is indubitable. 

The effort at conciliation proved futile, and Timothy and 
liis companions returned to* Ephesus with a disheartening 
report. The feud between the dissident parties of the 
Judaists and the Spirituals continued, and both alike were 
incensed against the Apostle and assailed him with cruel 
and insulting charges. The former persisted in their denial 
of his apostleship ; and his explanation of the generous cf. i Cot. 
motives which had prompted him to waive his apostolic 
privileges, was contemptuously flouted. His forgoing of 
the right to maintenance they construed as a cunning device, 
to ingratiate himself, and they insinuated that Iris collection a Cor. *n, 
for the poor at Jerusalem was a selfish imposition. And as 
for the Spirituals, they maintained their antinomian attitude, 
and accused him of carnality in insisting upon moral obliga- *. 2. 
tions ; and, as though conscious of the untenability of their 
position, they resorted to personal abuse. They raised the 
old cry of the simplicity of his preaching. His letter indeed 

^ i.mpapa 0 <i^ an Aramaic prayer which passed, into & Christian watchword. It ■ 

Is a question how the phrase should be ■divided, (i) ftapav add, *oiir Lord has 

come/ or rather *is coming’ (patristic). Cf. Phil. iv. 5 ; d Ktipios 

(2) iiapdva Bd (kH KSID)* ‘our Lord, come !'*■■ ■ Cf. Dalman, qf fmus^ 

p, 32S. The latter is preferable. CL Rev. ■xxii. 20 : ipxov, Kdpi€ Ti|0-o0„ 

The phrase occurs at the close of the eucharistic prayer in the Bidacke, X : , 

d.yi 6 $ tVw, ipx^aBa' et ns aix f#r£, perayoiina, jAupamBd* , 



%, tOfM* 6. 
3 £i. i, s6. 

sL 23 ; cf. 

V.iSv, 

Hasty and 
ineffectual 
visit to 
Cormtls. 


Cf. X, X, 2 , 
9 , 10. 


Cf. X. 7, xi 
4 . 5. xii. 
xz. 
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Cf, xni,';a, 


Cf. ii. S-. 
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was characterised by strength of argument and fulness of 
knowledge; and, unable to dispute this, they sneered not 
only at the rudeness of his speech but at his physical weakness 
and the ungainliness of his appearance ; they called him 
‘ senseless,’ and they even went the length of suggesting that 
his enthusiasm was stark madness. 

Such w'as the report which his deputies brought ; and so 
grievous was it to the Apostle that he interrupted liis ministry 
at Ephesus and paid a hasty visit to Corinth.^ His faith in 
the erring church had been sorely tried, but he still clung 
to the hope that reason would prevail, and he went in a 
gracious and conciliatory spirit. The issue was a bitter 
disappointment. His forbearance was misconstrued. His 
critics contrasted it with the ‘ courage,’ the ‘ confidence,’ 
the ‘ boldness ’ which his letter had exhibited ; and they 
accused him of pusillanimity. His language, they sneered, 
was very stout when he was writing to them at Ephesus 
\vith the breadth of the iEgean betwixt him and them ; but 
when he met them face to face, he was all meekness— a 
faltering and pitiful weakling. His loudest detractors were 
the Judaist propagandists, especially their leader, who had 
come from Jerusalem with a ‘ letter of commendation ’ and 
boasted of his authority, his commission from ‘ the super- 
lative Apostles.’ 

It was an impracticable situation. Remonstrance was 
useless ; reason was unavailing : it would only have pro- 
voked recrimination and created fresh exasperation. And 
so the Apostle took his departure with an intimation that 
he would ere long return and deal decisively with the prime 
offenders. On reaching Ephesus he wrote a letter, defining 
the situation and reiterating his warning.® It was a stern 
message ; and it seems that, like St. Ambrose in the brave 
protest which he addressed to the Emperor Theodosius on 
the Thessalonian massacre in the year 390,® he wrote itwith 
his own hand, dispensing with the service of an amanuensis.* 

’ Cf. Append. I. ? Cf. Append, I. ® JK/ts/. li. 14. 

* This seems the most reasonable interpretation of oSrJt 3i ^ 7 cJ> HaCXos (x. i), 

which is otherwise explained either (i) as contrasting Paul with Timotiiiy and the 
others whom he had previously sent to Corinth* or (3) as contrasting his gentleness 
with the undutiM behaviour of the Corinthians, or (3) as, contrasting his present for- 
bearance with the apostolic severity which he would shortly di^lay. Cft BengcL 
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Not only was his grief too poignant for deliberate expression 
but he would not put his erring Church to heedless shame. 

No unsympathetic ear must hear his reproaches. He wrote 
\rith strong emotion, with a trembling hand and dim eyes; 
and there are passages w'hich, as even without his express cf. n. 4. 
(estimonj^ one might well imagine, were blotted with tears. 

It was indeed a stem letter, the sternest perhaps that he a last 
ever wrote. It flashes keen sarcasm and breathes indigna- 
tion and scorn ; nevertheless it is instinct with tenderness, 

' the meekness and sw’eet reasonableness of Christ.’ It is 
not a sentence of condemnation ; it is rather a warning of cf. x. t 
the impending judgment and a final appeal to the Corinthians 
to repent and spare him the grief of dealing severely mth 
them. He recognised that the blame rested on the ring- 
leaders. They indeed were hopeless, and their doom was cf. »ii. j- 
inevitable ; but the mass of the Church were mere dupes, 
and he svould fain believe that they were sound at heart 
and w'ould bethink themselves betimes. 

Thirp Letter to Corinth 
(2 Cor. x-xiii. 10) 

It is only the body of the letter that has been preserved, obscurity 
and the opening address and the final greetings are lacking, 

There is no rating of the Apostle which is so obscure ; and 
the reason is that it abounds in personal references. It 
bristles with quotations — tvords and phrases which had 
been hurled at the Apostle during his unhappy visit to 
Corinth and vrhich rankled in his memory. These the 
Corinthians would recognise, but they are frequently puzzling 
to ourselves. 

He begins with the charge of cowardice. His letters from The 
, his secure vantage-ground at Ephesus, it was alleged, were ^“^“'rdL. 
very ‘ courageous,’ but when he came to Corinth and face<l 
his critics, he %vas all meekness and humility, ' valiant as the 
wrathful dove or most magnanimous mouse.’ This was the 
taunt especially of the party which posed as ‘ the Spirituals * 
and resisted his disciplinaiy mandate on the ground that 
flesh and sprit were distinct domains, charging Mm, when 
he insisted on moral purity, with ‘ comporting himself 
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according to the flesh ’ and not " according to the spirit/ 
His answer is that they misconstrued his attitude. His 
gentleness was not cowardice ; it was forbearance. The 
Corinthian Church was like a revolted city, and he had laid 
siege to it. Meanwhile he would not assail it with the weight 
of his artillery and raze it to the ground, but after the Lord's 
example would summon it to surrender and recall it to its 
allegiance. Only in the event of persistent obduracy would 
he resort to severity. And this was no empty threat ; for, 
Cor. let the Judaists deny it as they would, he was armed with 
apostolic authority : he too, * held by Christ/ 

X. 1 I Paul myself exhort you by the meekness and sweet 
reasonableness of Christ — I who ‘ to your face am humble 
among you, but when far away am so courageous against 

a you ' — I beg that I may not when with you show my 
' courage * with the * confidence ' wherewith I reckon on 
* dealing boldly ' with some that reckon us as ' comporting 

s ourselves according to the flesh/ Though it is in the flesh 
that we are comporting ourselves, it is not according to the 

4 flesh that we are warring ; for the weapons of our warfare 
are not fleshly but divinely powerful ^ for the pulling down 

5 of strongholds. We pull down * reckonings ' and everything 
that lifts itself on high against the knowledge of God ; and 
we bring every thought captive into submission to Christ ; 

6 and we are in readiness to take vengeance on every rebellion 

^whenever your submission is complete. It is at the face- 

value of things that you look. If any one has confidence 
in himself that he ‘ holds by Christ/ let him bethink himself 
and take this into his reckoning that, just as he * holds by 

8 Christ/ so also do we. For if I boast somewhat too abund- 
antly of our authority which the Lord gave for your up- 
building and not for your downpnlling, I shall not be put 

9 to shame. That I may not seem as though I w^ere merely 

10 * terrifying you through my letters ' — * his letters,' says my 
critic, 'are indeed weighty and vigorous, but his bodily 

ti presence is weak and his speech contemptible ' — let such a 
man take this into his reckoning,^ that what we are in our 

i Svmrd rip Oey, a Hebraism, equivalent to a superlative. C£. Jon. iii. 3 : 
wb\t$ fieyiXij T(p *an exceeding great city.’ Ac. vii. 20 s d<rre?os rip 
‘exceeding fair.’ 

* So Chrys., beginning a new sentence with tpa fxrjf connecting ver. 9 with 
Ter. II, and regarding ver. 10 as parentbeticaL, Ver. 9 is commonly attached to 
oik and tpa is then elliptical : ‘ (and this I say) in order that I 

may not seem’j *non addam plura ea de re, ne quis inania esse putet 
t^rruuiammta^ (Grot.) ; ‘hoc eo dice, ne^ etc.’ (Beng,), 





speech by letter when far away, that shall we be also when 
, we are among yon and take action. 

And now he assails the Jiidaists., with keen sarcasm. They sarcastic 
arrogated to themselves a superiority which he would ^aever 
have had the 'boldness' to claim ; and their pretensions criticism, 
had no better foundation than their colossal self-complacency. 

They saw themselves fair ' ■ 

' none else being by, 

Themselves poised with themselves in either eye/ 

They stigmatised him a.s a usurper of apostolic functions, but 
in truth they w^ere the usurpers. His rule w^as. to preach the Rom. w. 
Gospel only w^here it was still unknown, alw’-ays respecting®®” 
the boundary between his field of operations and another 
man's. Corinth was his domain, for he had been the first 
to preach there ; and his hope— a hope which was actually Rom. xv. 
realised ere long when he carried the Gospel thence to Epirus ^ 9 * 
and Illyricum and Dalmatia * — was that he might advance 
beyond Achaia into regions yet untrodden. And this was 
his complaint against the Judaists, that with the w’^orld 
before them they had dogged his footsteps and sown dissen- 
sion in the Churches which he had founded. 


13 We have not indeed the ' boldness ' to class or compare 
ourselves with some of the self-commenders. No, in their 
measurement of themselves by themselves and their com- 
parison of themselves with themselves- they have no under- 

13 standing. As for us it is not outwith our measured domain 
■that' we shall boast, but according to the measure of the 
boundary-line wdiicli God apportioned to us for a measure to 

14 reach as far as you. There is not, as there would be if we did 
not reach to you, any overstretching on our part ; for we 
were the first to get as far as you in the preaching of the. 

15 Gospel of Christ. We do , not boast ourselves outwith our 
measured domain in other men's toils, but our hope is ' that, ' 
as your faith grows, we may, 'still keeping to our bo'undary-line, 

16 be so abundantly enlarged among you as to .preach the Gospel 
in the regions beyond you, without intniding on another's bouii- 

i7daiy“lme or boasting of work which we found a’lready done. 'He h. 23. 

iStha.t boasts, let Mm boast 111 .the. -Lord’"''; for it is not 
self-commender, it is not he, that stands 'the test; no, it is 
the man whom the Lord commends,; ■ . 


^ Cf.'p. 6 i2, 
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Apology It was distasteiul to the Apostle to write thus. It looked 
lik® boasting, ' and it might seem to justify his enemies* 
designation of him as ' senseless.* But he had a good 
excuse. He was actuated by solicitude for liis Corintliian 
converts, lest they should be seduced from the Gospel of 
salvation by faith in Christ. They showed a fine patience 
with that aggressive person, the ringleader of the Judaist 
propagandists who were subverting the true evangel ; and 
surely thej? might bear with him. He had no less authority 
than ' the superlative Apostles * whom the Judaists exalted 
at his expense, denying the validity of his ordination and 
pronouncing him a. mere ' layman * ; and, say what his 
critics would about the rudeness of his speech, they could 
hardly disparage his knowledge, at all events at Corinth, 
where it had been so amply displayed. 

si. I Would that you could have patience with me in some 

2 little senselessness! Nay, do have patience with me, I 
am jealous for you as God is jealous ; for I betrothed 3’ou 

3 to one husband to present a pure virgin to Christ, and my 

Ucn. fear is tliat, as ' the Serpent beguiled ' Eve in his craftiness, 

your thoughts may be corrupted from their simplicity and 

4 purity toward Christ. For if \^our visitor is proclaiming 
another Jesus whom we did not proclaim, or you ai*e 
receiving a different Spirit which you did not then receive 
or a different Gospel which you did not then accept, j-our 

5 patience is beautiful M For I reckon that I am nothing 

6 inferior to 'the superlative Apostles.’ And though I be 

a mere ' ia3mian ’ - in speech, I am no la3mian in knowledge. 
No, in every respect we made this manifest in every one's 
judgment in our relations with you. 

His The Judaists were making a vast ado about Paul's re- 

ceiving no remuneration during his ministry at Corinth, 
.-alary. Despite what he had said in his previous letter, they com 
strued it as a confession that he lacked apostolic authority, 
and with stupid inconsistency they alleged further that it 
a, I Cor. evinced, an ungracious attitude toward Ms converts, adducing^ 
perhaps his proud protestation that he would rather starve 
than accept a. grudging requital. It was a preposterous con-. 

^ iromcal |- vii, 9. Instead ©t bearing .witb Mm: , they sb©idd;' 

have counted him accursed (cf. Gal. i. S). 
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teEtioii, and he makes merciless sport of it. At all events it 
could be no grievance to the Corinthians that he htd re- 
trained from making himself a burden to them. If there 
was any grievance in the matter, it belonged rather, he re- 
marks with a touch of sarcasm, to his Macedonian con\'erts 
whom they had allowed to come to his rescue. The truth 
was that the Judaists were feeling sore about it. They were 
greedy men and exacted their own salary, and the contrast 
between them and him was the talk of the whole Province 
of Achaia ; and he certainly would not dam up the stream 
of boasting in regard to himself by altering Ms practice and 
demanding payment. That would be playing the game of 
the Judaists. It would put Mm and them on a leveh and 
w^ould afford an outlet for their boasting which his generosity 
had dammed up. Their complaint was their condemnation. 

It revealed w.^'hat sort of men they w^ere. They w^ere false 
Apostles. They called him ' a trickster ' ■ and accused iiiin cf. xn. 14, 
of ' craft ' ; but they w^ere the tricksters, ' crafty workmen ’ 
masquerading as Apostles of Christ. 

Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself that you might 
be exalted, inasmuch as I preached the Gospel of God to you 
3 gratuitously ? Other churches I despoiled by taking a salary 
9 from them in order to minister to you. And' when I: was 
with you and had lack, I cramped no one ; t for the brothers , 
.cameirom Macedonia and supplied my lack, and in' everything 
10 1 kept myself and will keep myself iinburdensome to you. As 
Christ's truth is in me, this boasting in regard to me will not 
IS be dammed iip*^ in the regions of Achaia. Wherefore ? 'Be- 
iz cause I do not love you ? God 'knows. But what I am doing . 

I shall keep on doing, that I may cut off their outlet who are 
desirous of an outlet ^ that, wherein they boast, they may be ' 

13 found on a level with us. ' Tor men. 'of this sort hire . false , 
Apostles, ‘crafty workmen;' assuming 'the guise : of, Apostks 
14 of Christ. And xio wonder ';' for Satan himself assiinies, tlm, ' ', 

^ KarampKaPy * benumb/ from i^dpA’% torpor fwb^snce * narcotic ,• cf. Arbtoph, 

Wa$ps^ 713 f. : rl iro^’ io<Tw€p pdpfCTj pov Kara rys | jKal rh 

0*5 SiVa/Aai mrix^ir dXV ijBji ,aaX 0 aK 6 s * Why is a nnm'bricss poured upon . 

rny band? I cannot grip my sword/ The' verb .occurs In N.' T.' only .here and 
xii. 13, 14 j and it is said to have been one of '.Pau^s Cilician provincialisms .fcf. ' 
iUexonfm. Ai^as.^ Qmast. x.), 

? ^pdyfimTm^ cl Rom. iii. 19; Heb. ■ xi. . 33. . ' ^/xieroreo^, * block .up/. ft 
stream (cf. Herod, ii. 99), the entrance of .a harbour tcf. Thue. iv. 13I* 

* (cf, p, 215)* continuing the metaphor of 
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Cf. ver. 


Cf. Ac. XV. 
ro ; Gal. v. 

I. 

Cf. Mt. 
xxiii. 4. 

Cf. Mk. 
xii. 40. 

Cf. Mt, V. 
39 * ■ 

jL Tim. iii. 
3 ; Tit. !. 7, 


15 guise of an angel of light. It is therefore nothing great if his 
ministers also assume a guise as ministers of righteousness. 
Their end will be according to their works. 

It was more particularly on the score of his preaching 
without remuneration that the Judaists had branded the 
Apostle with the insulting epithet of ‘ senseless.’ He has 
already scornfully alluded to it ; and now after his merciless 
castigation of his critics he reverts to it. They had his 
answer, and if they still called him ‘ senseless,’ he would 
exercise his privilege and indulge in a little boasting — a 
senseless employment which they practised largely. And 
what boasting theirs was ! what arrogance ! what insolence ! 
Not only had they enslaved the Corinthians by imposing 
on them the yoke of the Law and all its heavy burdens, but 
they emulated the methods of the Jewish Rabbis — their 
greedy exactions and their tyrannous contumelies. They 
thought nothing, when one offended them, of smiting him 
on the face ; and if this seem incredible, it should be re- 
membered how by and by it was necessary for the Apostle 
to require of an aspirant to the office of Overseer that he 
should not be ‘ ready with his fists,’ and how, moreover, in 
later days corporal chastisement was inflicted not merely 
by abbots on their monks but by bishops on their inferior 
clergy.® If the Corinthians endured the insolence of the 
Apostle’s Judaist traducers, surely they might have patience 
with a little boasting on his part, a little vindication of his 
title to honour. 

x 6 I repeat, let no one fancy me to be ' senseless ’ ; or else 
even as ‘ senseless ’ accept me, that I too may boast some 

17 little. Here it is not according to the Lord that I am 
talking, but as in ‘ senselessness,’ in this well founded 

18 boasting.® Since many are boasting according to the flesh, 

* Cf. The Days of His Flesh, p. 414. 

* Cf. Bingham, Antiq. vill. iii. 12; xvn. iv. 12. 

* tV raihri Tj itrooTioei yrp Kaoxhoem, ‘ in this standing-ground of boasliug.’ 
His boasting might be called ‘ senseless,’ but it was really well founded, itviarain!, 
properly ‘ underlying basis ’ ; cf. Ps. Lxix. 2 LXX : eyardyTiv «’s iXiV ^v$oS «:oi oin 
lariv iTharaon. Hence, as a philosophical term, the ‘ underlying reality ’ of a 
thing, its ‘ substance,’ substantia (cf. Heb. i. 3). So ( l ) ‘ assurance ’ objectively 
(cf. Heb. xi. i) and (2) subjectively ‘confidence,’ the feeling of assurance (cf 
Heb. iii. 14 ; 2 Cor. ix. 4]^ 
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19 1 shall do it too« For you are sweetly patient with the 
20 ' senseless/ having your own semes about you. You are 
patient if one enslaves you, if one devours you, if one 
' catches ' you/ if one gives himself lofty airs, if one strikes 

.you'on.the face. , . ■ ‘ 

And now he makes his boast. His enemies sneered at his His heroic 
forbearing gentleness, so conspicuous during his hasty visit 
to Corinth, and called it ' weakness/ construing it as a con- 
fession that he lacked apostolic authority ; and he retorts 
that he had more reason for * boldness ' than any of them. 

Which of the Juciaists could claim a purer lineage than his ? 

They boasted themselves ' Hebrews ' — members of the 
chosen race ; * Israelites ’—members of the theocracy ; 

' the seed of Abraham ’—heirs of the Promise : all these 
dignities were his no less than theirs. And in the matter 
of service to the cause of Christ,, which of them had a record 
like his ? He recites Ms experiences as a missionary of the 
Cross— his ' moving accidents by flood and field/ his toils, 
his persecutions, his privations. It is a long catalogue that 
he gives, yet, as he remarks, it was incomplete. He could 
not tell the whole story, and even the history of the Book 
of Acts omits much. It says nothing, for example, of his 
five scourgings in Jewish synagogues, of two of his three 
floggings by Roman lictors, or of his three shipwrecks and 
his drifting on a broken spar. Only a meagre record of his ■ 
ordeals has survived, and the heaviest of them all was one 
which could not be written — Ms ceaseless ^ solicitude for the 
welfare of his churches. His letters are its best memorial, 
yet how inadequate it is ! His extant letters are the merest' 
fragments of his voluminous correspondence : had it 'aU 
survived, it would fill a library. 

21 I am speaking self-disparagingly, supposing that we have 
been ' weak ’ ; but, whatever ground an^yone has for ' bold- 
ness ’—it is in ' senselessness ’ that I am speaking— I have it too. 

22 Are they Hebrews ? So am L Are they Israelites ? So am 
23 L Are they the seed of Abraham? So. am. 'I. Are they 

ministers of Christ ? (It is in very ' madness * that I am 
talking.) So am I still more than they. ■ :My. .toils outnumber 

^ Referring to the charge that he had ‘ caught them ■'by craft/ (xih 16). The 
Jiidaists caught them with violent hands. 


Cf. Ac. xiv. 
, 19 * 


Cf. I Th: 
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theirs ; my imprisonments outnumber theirs ; my stripes have 
been more severe ; I have been many a time at , death's 
Cf. Ac. xvi. 34 door. At Jewish hands I five times got forty lashes save one ; ^ 

. 25 thrice I was beaten by the iictors' rods ; once I was stoned ; 
thrice I was shipwrecked ; a night and a day I iiave drifted on 
36 the deep.^ My journeyings have been many; I have faced 
dangers in fording rivers, dangers of brigandb, dangers from 
rny own race, dangers from Gentiles, dangers in the city, 
dangers in the wild, dangers at sea, dangers among false 
37 brothers. I have borne toil and moil; I have kept vigil 
’ many a time, have hungered and thirsted, have fasted many a 
time, have suffered cold and nakedness. Besides all else that 
I omit, there is my daily besetment — my anxiety for all the 
29 churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak ? Who is made 
to stumble, and my heart is not fired ? 

His visions It was a moving story. ‘ ’Twas pitiful, 'twas wondrous 
and meia- showed his ' Weakness/ but not tlie sort of weak» 

ness which his enemies imputed to him. It was heroic weak- 
ness. Boasting was distasteful to him, but if he must boast, 
he would boast of that record of ' weakness ' ; and God 
knew it was all true. At the same time he had another and 
higher ground for boasting in the marvellous revelations 
which the Lord had vouchsafed him. 

30 If boast I must, it is of the things which show my ' weak- 

31 ness ' that I shall boast. The God and Father of the Lord 
Jesus knows — He who is blessed evermore — that I am not 

32 lying. (At Damascus the governor under King Aretas was 

33 guarding the city of the Damascenes to apprehend me, and 
through a window I was lowered in a hamper through the 

xil. I wall and escaped his hands.) ^ Boast I must — indeed it 
is unprofitable, but I shall come to visions and revelations 
of the Lord. 

He cites tw^o transcendent and ever memorable experiences 
which had befallen him in the course of the nine years which 

^ Forty lashes and no more were the punishment prescribed by the Law (cf. 
Dt. XXV. 2, 3) ; and by a later ordinance the fortieth was omitted lest the limit 
should be exceeded through an error in enumeration. Cf. Wetstein, 

® Cf. the experience of Josephus when in the course of his voyage to Rome his 
ship foundered in the .Adriatic r TreplJ^aKomms rbw dpt 0 iAbp 6 ms rp 

[Vtt, ^). 

- *, A.m.amfest interpolation, interrupting the argument. : , 'Most probably another 

margmak-^2. note entered by- the- Apostle" on ths' inargin after the letter was 
written as an example of ‘dangers from my own race, dangers from Gentiles, 
dangers in the city* (ver. 26). 


Cf. Ac. ix. 
a3”®5* 
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he had spent in his native Province between his conversion 
and bis commission as Apostle of the Gentiles^ That was 
a heart-stirring period, and his soul, emplo3fed in earnest 
meditation and heavenly communion, had been marvellously 
visited. What happened remained mysterious to him, and 
he describes it in the religious language of his day. The 
Jewsh imagination pictured not one heaven but seven — The 
‘ the heavenly regions ’ as they were designated. TheHewns. 
lowest was denominated ' the Veil ’ ; and it was gloomy, 

' since it beholds all the unrighteous deeds of men.’ In the ui.’ lo, w. 
second, ‘the Firmament,’ are ' fire, snow, and ice made*®* 
ready for the Day of Judgment.’ In the third, ‘ the Clouds,’ 
are the angelic hosts ordained for the Day of Judgment. 

In the fourth, ' the Habitation,’ are thrones and dominions, cf. Coi. i. 
always praising God. In the fifth, ‘ the Dwelling,’ are the 
angels who carry the prayers of men to ‘ the angels of the 
presence of the Lord,’ who in turn present these before the 
Throne. In the sixth, ‘ the Place,’ are ‘ the archangels, 
who minister and make propitiation to the Lord for all the 
sins of ignorance of the righteous.’ The seventh was Araboth, 

‘ the Broad Fields,' or Paradise, ‘ the Garden.’ It was ‘ the i Ki. vni. 
Heaven of Heavens ’ ; and there ‘ dwelleth the Great Glory, 
far above all holiness.’ * 

It was thus that the Jewish mind envisaged the Unseen a viioaof 
Universe, and the Apostle employs the familiar imagery to Heaven, 
express his ineffable visions. The first was an elevation to 
‘ the Third Heaven ’ ; and this, since the Third Heaven 
was the abode of ‘ the angelic hosts ordained for the Day of 
Judgment,’ would be a tenible vision of the righteousness 
of God. What precisely it was that happened — whether 

* Cf. p. 62. 

* Cf. Test. XII I^alriarch., Lai, n, ni. The Rabbinical designations of the 

Seven Heavens were (l) Latin ‘the Veil’; (a) Ji'pi, ‘the 

Firmament’ (cf. Gen. i. 6, 7, 8; Ps. xix. l); (3) D*|5rit?i ‘the Clouds’ (cf. Job 
xxxvii. s8, xxxviii. 37) ; (4) ‘the Habitation’ {cf. Ps. xlix. 14; Is. Ixiii. 15 ! 

Hab. iii. n) ; (S) jiyO) ‘the Dwelling’ (cf. Pss.xxvi. 8, Ixviii. 5 ; Dt. xxvi, 13) ; 

(d) fOOi ‘the Place’ (cf. Ps. ixxiii, 14; Ex. xr. 1?) ; (7) ‘ the Broad 

Fields’ (cf. Ps. Ixviii. 4) or (TapiSeuros), ‘Paradise,’ ‘the Garden’ ‘m 

‘Pleasance’ (cf. Neh, ii. 8; Ecol. ii. 5 ; Song hr, 13). 


A vision of 
Paradise, 


Cf. Lk. 
xxiii. ,^3 ; 
Rev. ii. 7. 


Why he 
would not 
boast ; 


(i) His 
sense of 
unworthi- 
ness. 


336 LIFE AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 

he was rapt away bodily or his soul parted from his body 
and conversed in the Unseen while his body remained in- 
animate on earth — he confesses that he knew not, warning his 
readers, as St. Chrysostom remarks, against futile curiosity. 

a I know a man in Christ fourteen years ago — whether in the 
body I know not, or out of the body I know not : God knows— 
such a man rapt away as far as the Third Heaven. 

This experience was followed by another more wonderful 
and more gracious. It was an elevation to Paradise; and, 
since Paradise is ‘ the dwelling-place of the Great Glory ’ or, 
in Christian language, the abode of God and the Glorified 
Lord and His redeemed, this was no mere ecstasy. It was a 
revelation of the Risen Christ. The Apostle saw Him and 
heard His voice. 

3 And I know such a man — ^whether in the body or parted 

4 from the body I know not : God knows — that he was rapt 
away into Paradise and heard ineffable words which a human 
being may not talk. 

One so transcendently privileged might justly have boasted, 
but it w'as not his high privileges that were his boast ; it was 
rather his weaknesses. And what was the reason why he 
was thus minded ? It was, in the first instance, a sense of 
his unworthiness. It is told of St. Francis of Assisi that one 
day, as he was returning from the forest where he had been 
in prayer. Brother Masseo to try his humility exclaimed : 
* Why after thee ? Why after thee ? . . . Thou art neither 
comely nor learned, nor art thou of noble birth. How is it, 
then, that men go after thee ? ’ ‘ Wouldst thou,’ was the 
answer, ‘ learn the reason ? Know that it is because the 
Lord, who is in heaven, who sees the evil and the good in 
all places — because, I say. His holy eyes have not found 
among men a more wicked, a more imperfect, or a greater 
sinner than I am ; and to accomplish the wonderful work 
which He intends doing. He has not found a creature more 
vile than I am on earth ; for this reason He has chosen me, 
to confound force, beauty, greatness, birth, and all the science 
of the world, that man may learn that every virtue and every 
good gift comes from Him. and not from the creature. ; that 
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none may glory before Him ; but if any one glor^^ let bin, 
gxory m the Lord, to whom belongeth all gloryHn eternity ’ ^ 

•mri u 1 Lords amazmg and unmerited grace 

und they belonged not to himself. It ™s not himselT?-, 
•eak and tvorthless, that had been so highly h” oS 
therefore, when he tells the stoty, he tls It 
I know a man in Christ rapt away.’ ‘ 

IrylSnSr T/rd"es‘'“‘' 
X ' tl rj’ ■' X-V Xreth t'h'a I'S £ 

les;™''' TTfv’’' “ ‘‘>"8“ “ "'«IM and salutary 

lesson. He had been in danger, after those transcendent 

expermnces of spiritual pride, and he had been d lySel 
by the Lord s stem mercy. In the course of his first So„ 

to e haST "‘Tm" malady uSiSeS 

^ «o ° •'“mbhng him in the sight of the world 

TOd thwarttng his purposes ; and for a while it harleemed 
to htm an emissary of Satan, the Enemy of the GoskT He 

ot i sTtSovT tntT"^ X ““ repentXXved 

A. iSglnTlIk bo"‘eTt„Teto“ SnnT" 

giired. -^i had appeared a frustration of Itis purooses 

“'™ eoelosing the wa v ,Ih?ch 

And ow i/see :XlSkto atrci^irifS,: 

Lord s presence overshadowing his life.^ 

^.eXSd/.Yhe're was'SX.l'^' r'^ons I should 
ssenger of Satan to buffet me lest I 
this behalf I thrice h«,oughTi/f “Xf 

P^orcih dt S, Fram^eseo^ X. 

• cf. Append, nr. ^ ^ 
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git. And He has said to me ; ' My grace suffices you ; for 
power is perfected in weakness. ‘ Most gladly then will I rather 
boast in my weakne^es, that the Cloud of Christ’s Power may 
10 overshadow me.^ Wherefore I am well pleased in weaknesses, 
in contumelies, in necessities, in persecutions^ and straits on 
Christ’s behalf ; for when I am weak, then it is that I am 
powerful. 

Here ends the Apostle’s self-vindication, and he turns 
from it with relief. It had indeed been a ‘ senseless ’ em- 
ployment, and iiis excuse w^as that it had been forced upon 
him by the Judaist aspersions. He would have been spared 
the odious task had the Corinthians rated these at their 
proper worth. His apostolic ministry among them was a 
sufficient evidence of his apostleship ; and if it was a grievance 
with them that he had never exacted remuneration from them, 
he craved their pardon, but he would promise no amendment. 
He contemplated paying them a third visit, and he would 
then pursue liis accustomed course. Not, he playfully re- 
peats, that he did not love them; on the contrary, they 
were his spiritual children, and he would perform a father’s 
part by them, grudging no sacrifice. And what of the base 
insinuation that he was making a good thing of the collec- 
tion for the poor at Jerusalem, and his forgoing remuneration 
was a mere blind ? Its refutation was that in this business 
he had never had any personal dealings with them. It had 
been negotiated by Titus and his companion-delegate of 
the Church of Antioch.® They were his deputies, and their 
conduct had been irreproachable. 

H I have proved ' senseless ’ : it was you that compelled me. 
I ought to have been commended by you ; for nothing inferior 

1 

tpa iiTKTKriviha^ iir* rod Xpto-roO. Later Jewish theology W'as 

dominated by the thought of Divine Transcendence, and the idea was jealously 
guarded by the Targumists. An example of their devices is their manipulat ion of 
tho.se 0 . T. passages which speak of the Lord as ‘dwelling with men.' 

They coined the noun and employed a reverential periphrasis. Thus in 

Ex. XXV. 8 Onqelos has : ' * I will cause My Shekmali to rest among them.* The 
Shekinah was the Cloud of the Lord's Presence which had accompanied the 
Israelites in the Wilderness and overshadowed the Mercy-seat; and It was 
represented in Greeks .on the strength of the assonance, by (cl 

Rev. xxi. 3, viL 15,;. Jo. i; 14)*' Cl TAe Aimmtmi in iJie and 

ih 0 Miidtrn Spirit^ p. 162 . ■ . I Cf. p. 234. 
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was I to ‘the superlative Apostles,’ though I am nothin^ 

:: f 

S? i/i’Ut™ ''^* 5'OU. and I ivill not cramp you ■ 

it +?.* ^ ^ seeking but youSelJes’ 

It IS not the children that should store up for 

■’^^y 

..atn I to-bSSboKp 'l>"S;TwS‘^‘4ra”ai 

Tby Sr”*/, T, ‘ ! •*““ ■ and - caiS ™ 

18 throiidi whom deputies I have sent to you 

i»tnioiigii vliom I overreached you? I enlisterl Tihi« 

oSach vo^’^^Did = did Titus in anything 

SiSnid^e nSiisr sr;a\sr 

in th^ rra' ^ ^6 coriccts a possible misapprehension 

m the minds of the Corinthians. His letter was not n 
per^nal yologm, else it would not have teen 
to them, since God alone was his Judge. It was a call to 
repentance, and his only personal concern was their welfare. 

”ou^d“ta« £fo?G'S‘t‘ft‘.T.r; ““'"“S 

..tatting aud it is ail, beloved, for yom upSilding sirfew 

^ I desiref and Lat I 

may be found ior you what you do not desire • th^it thoyo 

may be strife, jea.Iousy, frenzies, intrigues, slanders whisner- 
31 ingb, windy braggings, disorders ; that on my return mv CnHi 
may humble ine among you, and I may have^o mourn mSv 
of those who have sinned in the past and netS^ mpeSeTfnr 

(.ontinued obduracy would have serious and distressinj? a 
consequences. He contemplated a third visit to ctrSh 
and he reiterates the intimation which he had left with them 

the dtS? visit. On his return, unless 
the situation had been meanwhile amended, he would take 

ith them no longer m the way of remonstrance but by 
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judicial process, leading evidence and pronouncing sentence. 
Thus he would furnish the proof wMcli was desiderated that 
he was indeed an Apostle, and that, while one with Christ 
in the weakness of His incarnate Humiliation, he was one 
with Him also in the power of His glorious Exaltation. 

xiii. I This is the third visit that I am paying you : ' at the 
mouth of two witnesses and three shall every word be 

2 established.' I have given warning, and that warning 
which I gave when I was with you the second tinie, I repeat 
now when I am far away, to those who have sinned in the 
past and to all the rest, that if I come back, I shall not 

3 spare, since you are seeking proof ^ that it is Christ who 
talks in me. He is not * weak ’ toward you ; no. He is 

4 powerful among you. For though it was weakness that 
brought Him to the Cross, yet He lives by God's power ; 
and though we are weak in Him, yet by God's power we 

5 shall share His life in dealing with you. Try yourselves 
whether you are in the Faith ; put yourselves to proof. 
Or have you no clear recognition regarding yourselves that 
Jesus Christ is in you? He is, unless indeed you be 

6 counterfeits. I hope you will recognise that wc are no 

7 counterfeits ; but our prayer to God is that you do nothing 
e^dl, not that we may show good coin, but that you may 

8 ring true though we should be as counterfeits. For it is 
not against the Truth that we have any powTr but only on 

g the Truth's behalf. We are glad when we are weak and 
you are powerful ; this is also our prayer — your knitting 

10 together.- Therefore it is that I am writing thus when 
far away, that when with you I may not handle you 
severely in the exercise of the authority which the Lord 
gave me for upbuilding and not for downpulling.. 

The business of conveying the letter to Corinth and not 
merely presenting it to the Church but enforcing its appeal 
was a difficult office, demanding both courage and tact, 
qualities which are seldom combined. Happily a competent 
delegate was available in Titus, that young Antiochene who 
had been attached to the mission as superintendent of the 
Gentile collection for the poor at Jerusalem, and who had 
acquitted himself so successfully when with his colleague 
he visited Corinth in its interest some two years previously.® 
He was a young man, and on that occasion it was not without 
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reluctance that he had faced the ordeal, and it was only the 
Apostle's encouragement that had conquered liis diffidence.^ 
It was a still harder ordeal that he was now called to encounter, 
and he would doubtless dread it. Nevertheless he faced it 
stoutly. Its very difficulty was a challenge, and how nobly 
he met it the event proves. 


IV 

RETREAT TO MACEDONIA 

It was toward the close of the year 55 when the letter was 
despatched to Corinth ; and thereafter the Apostle resumed 
his ministry at Ephesus. His design was to remain in the 
Asian Capital until the ensuing Ma\^ but it was presently 
overruled by a distressing dinouemmt. His situation had 
for some time been difficult, and six months previously in 
his second letter to Corinth he had referred to the dangers 
which beset him. It was the animosity of the heathen 
populace which then threatened him ; and so far from 
abating it had increased, and now it culminates in an out- 
break of violence. 

The grievance was ostensibly I'eligious, but in fact it was 
commercial. The worship of Artemis had created an ex- 
tensive and lucrative industry, especially in the manufacture 
and sale of silver models of the celebrated Temple ; ® and 
this had been seriously curtailed bj? the progress of Chris- 
tianity not alone in the city but throughout the Province.® 
It was natural that the craftsmen and merchants whose 
inierescs were involved should take alarm ; and their 
nwentment found vent when Demetrius, a silversmith who 
employed numerous workmen, convened the latter, probably 
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^ CL 2 Cor. xii. |8 ; ira,psKd\€<ra Tirov^ ‘I exhorted’ or * encouraged Titihs,’ 

227. ■■■■■ 

® Here as at Philippi (cf. pp. J29 fF.) it was when their worldly interests were 
affected that the Gentiles oppo.sed the Gospel. And similarly it was its interfer- 
ence with trade, e, specially the sale of sacrificial victims, that provoked the 
persecution in the Province of Bitbynia during the reign of Trajan {cf. Fiin. 
Mpisi, X. 10 ft;' ^ 
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in their giiildhail, and represented the seriousness of tte issue 
were Paul suffered to pursue his propaganda and discreet 
the worship of the Great Goddess. It was an appeal to 
self-interest in the name of religion, and it^firedthe assem- 
blage. They raised the cry ‘Great Artemis of the Ephesians! 

—the accustomed acclamation at sacred processions ; and 
it was taken up by the populace. An excited mob surged 
through the streets, headed by Demetrius and his craftsinen. 
They would have seized Paul but he happened to ^t ot 
the way, and they found two of his associates, Gains of Derbe 
■ and Aristarchus, a Jewish Christian of Thessalonica 
then at Ephesus perhaps as a delegate from the troubled 
churches of Macedonia.® They laid hands on both and 
tumultuously dragged them to the theatre, the customary 
scene of popular gatherings.* Tidings of their predicai^nt 
reached the Apostle, and he would have hastened to then 
support had he not been restrained at once by the remon- 
strance of his followers and by the authority of soine of the 
Asiarchs ^ who, concerned both for his safety and for tne 
preservation of order, sent him a message to keep away._ 

The theatre was meanwhile a scene of wild confusion. 

' The rabble had merely caught up the cry of Demetrius and 
his company, and concluded that some affront had been 
offered to their goddess ; but what it might be they did not 
know, and various theories were bandied about. The Jews 
in the assemblage took alarm lest the blame should ^ e 
attached to them on the score of their general unpopularity 
and their notorious antipathy to image-worship; and so 
they prompted one of their number named Alexander to 

‘ According to the reading of Cod. Bez. (D)* in vers. 28, 34, A.iytefui, 

® The best attested reading in Ac. xix. 29 is Mafceaof^aj, making Gams ann 
Aiistarchus both Macedonians and differentiating the former from t.xaius of .Derbcv 
(cf XX. 4). Several MSS., however, have 'Api<rTapxov Anstarchiw a 

|vlaoedonian’--a probable reading, UaKedoPa, being diUographic. 
apparently denoted a deputy appointed by his church to travel wu.h the Apostle 
to Terusalem in connection with the collection for the poor (ci. 2 Cor. \ui. ^ 9 ) ♦ 
and Aristarchus is so designated hei*e by anticipation, since the Macedonians Ivad 
not yet made their collection (cf* 2 Cor. ix. 2, 3). . . ^ x 

® Wetstein* Cf. the horrible story of a popular atrocity in the theatre ot 

Ephesus in Philostr. Tyan* XV. 10. 
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protest their innocence.^ He essayed to address the crowd, 
but when they recognised liim for a Jew, they would not 
listen to him and shouted as with one voice : ‘ Great Artemis 
of the Ephesians ! ’ 

For two hours the uproar continued, until the town-clerk The town- 
arrived on the scene. His appearance calmed the tumult, “ervration. 
and he remonstrated with the rabble. It was quite un- 
necessary for them, he represented, to protest their devotion 
to the Great Goddess. Her honour was safe, and Gaius and 
Aristarchus had never impugned it. If Demetrius and his 
craftsmen had any grievance, they could obtain redress in 
the law-courts. And such tumultuary proceedings were 
dangerous : they were an affront to the majesty of Roman 
law, and they would be sternly handled. It was a salutary 
reminder, and the mob dispersed. 

The riot was ended, but the hostility against the Apostle Paul's d«- 
remained unabated. It was very bitter. He was menaced 
with actual violence. His lodging was attacked, and his 
host and hostess, Aquila and Prisca, shared his peril. It cf. Rom. 
seemed to him a veritable miracle that he survived. By the ^ 
mercy of God and the help of his friends he escaped from the 
city and got away by sea. He did not go alone. Timothy cf. aCor, 
accompanied him, and so apparently did the Ephesians 
Tychicus and Trophimus as well as Aristarchus of Thessa- 
lonica and Gaius of Derbe. His intention had been that on 
leaving Ephesus he should proceed to Macedonia and thence 
betake himself to Corinth ; and now that his departure had 
been so rudely pi'ecipitated he adhered to his plan, all the 
more that he wnuld thus meet Titus on his return journey and 
learn how his mission had prospered. It was the month of 

^ Tiie best attested reading (ver. 33) is ‘instructed ’ (cf. i Cor. if. 

16). The subject is roi' oxXoi>, sc. rives (cf. Jo. vii. 40, xvi. 17 ; Kev. xi. 9 
Some of the multitude.' and the parenthesis K"po^a\ 6 vrm awop rQv ^lovdawp 
explains Wiio tliesc were. T; R. wpoe^L^aa-av (cf. !trt. xiv. 8), ‘they advanced 
Alexander out. of the multitudej’ means that his co-religionists put him forward 
and the crowd hustled him to the front. Another variant is Karet 3 ii 3 affat% 
tVulg.l, evidently ‘put him down out of the press into the arena d 
If there were any reason for identifying him with ‘Alexander the coppersmith® 
who was so active in procuring PauFs condemnation at Rome (cf, 2 Tim. iv. 14)3, 
it might he supposed that he was one’of Demetrius’ : craftsmen, and, :tlicrcf ore ly'. 

qualified to explain the situation. 


iBiil 
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January, Md 

between Ephesus and M ro^ean • but he found a 

vSSund for Troas, and he sailed thither. That 
s^Jrtlay on Ae route which Titus must follow and^Paul 
awaited him there with the less impatience ic c 
pected opportunity presented itself for preaching e P ^ 

route of the autumn of the year 50, saihng ^„racious 

<iettline at Philippi. There he would receive _ a graciou 
welcome from the friends who had cherished^™ atfechon- 
-ite remembrance and repeatedly succouied lum in bi^ncea , 
:*„d “wd m«t Lukl • tke beloved Pkyf-“,' 
tod left there at the dose of the year 50 "“o had 

fpred there ever since. ^ It was a glad reunion ? 
he was confronted by a situation which 

overburdened spirit. The controversy which the Judaisi 
L wndists hLi exdted m Macedonia in the oo^^^ ot 
their mischievous progress from Gaktia . o 
Still raging, and he had to address himself to its settle 
ment with anxiety for Corinth gnawing at his heart all the 

was a large and difficult task, but he was eS^ctively 
reinforced by his followers from Ephesus and more espeaallj 
by Luke wlio was known and beloved all over the _ 

In their company he passed from town to visiting t 

distracted churches and allaying the stnfe. He 
fierce opposition, since there was no abatement of the J ■ 
Sitf^ich U threatened his life at Thess,ftomca and 
Bercea five years previously ; neveitheless n® ^ . 

vailed, and by the autumn he had not merely restoied peace 
but engaged the churches in zealous support of the collection 
foi Sor at Jerusalem. In Macedonia as m Calatia that 
generous enterise served to heal the estrangement of the 
Jewish and Gentile Christians. 


» Cf. p. 1*6. 


I a. p. i3S- 


Cf. p. a*4- 
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It was now the month of September,^ and the Apostle’s Success o! 
cup of gladness was filled to overflowing by^he arrival of 
Titus, bringing good news from Corinth. His mission had vu. e-ie. 
been crowned with complete and triumphant success. He 
had delivered the Apostle’s letter, so stern yet so compassion- 
ate, and had reinforced it by his personal appeal. The 
Corinthians, already assailed with misgivings, had been over- 
come. They had recognised the unreasonableness of their 
lawless attitude and the gravity of the issues which it in- 
volved ; and when he reminded them how much they owed 
to the Apostle and told them how sorely they had grieved 
him, they were overwhelmed with shame, and addressed 
themselves in good earnest to the business of reformation. 

The fans et origo mali was that flagrant scandal which had 
emerged a year previously, and which the Apostle had so cf. i Cor. 
sternly condemned, requiring that disciplinary proceedings 
should be instituted against the offender. It had, however, 
been thrust out of sight by the ensuing controversies, and the 
culprit had hitherto gone free. He was now arraigned, and 
he was unanimously condemned. Thus far there was no 
divergence of sentiment. All recognised liis guilt, but a cf, a Cor. 
difference arose on the question of his punishment. Some ?• 
advocated extreme severity ; and these were doubtless the 
Apostle’s party, who had throughout stood loyal to him and 
now desired to honour him by a complete and unqualified 
execution of his original mandate. But there were others 
who favoured a more lenient sentence. It appears that the 
offender shared the general repentance. He confessed and 
mourned his sin, and it seemed right that he should be 
pardoned and suffered to continue in the Church’s fellowship. 

This counsel was approved by the majority, but a minority 
remained dissatisfied and protested against the decision, 
f And not without reason, since there w’ere' certain of the majo- 
rity who hardly realised the enormity of the offence. They 
condemned it indeed, but they were disposed to make 
lightofit. 


» a. Append, t 
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Fourth Letter to Corinth 

(2 Cor. i-ix, xiii. 11-14) 

It is uncertain wtiere precisely Titus found the 
It las in Macedonia, tat whether at 

of the Macedonian cities do« not apea, . mer«« rnaj 
Invp. been his tidings were nght welcome. Paul was alien j 
rejoicing in thehappy termination of the Macedonmn troubk^ 

and when he learned of liis deputy’s success at Connth, ms 

hem-t overflowed and he poured forth his gladnessm 

ttto^the penitent Chnich. By a feUcitous comadence .t 
wis tta of the Feast of Tabernacles, the joyons 

harvest thanksgiving,* end his J-f 

according to the joy in harvest.’ His last If ter to Lonntn 
he had \vritten with his own hand, hiding the shame of his 
IritaMlvSts; but conceabnent was now 

and he employed Timothy as f f A.; h of 

over he addressed the letter not alone to the Church ot 
Corinth but to ‘ all the saints in the whole of Achma. It 
irf .SUrous thought. The Cortoparr BcanW 
notorious throughout the Province, and >« 

Church’s repentance as widely published. And thereioie ne 
desired that his letter should be treated as an encychcal and 
circulated among the neighbounng Churches. 

1.x Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus whiS^^is“at 

Timn+hv the brother, to the Church oi God wnicn is ai 

aCorinth^with all the saints in the whole of Achaia. Grace to 

^u and I«tce horn God our Father aud the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 


Wfs hppins with a glad thanksgiving. The penitent 
andeom. Corinthians had apparently expressed through Titus their 
■ sorrow not only for the grief which they had occasioned lum 
but for the tribulation which he had of late been experiencing 
at Ephesus. The latter was indeed, as he tells them, more 

» Aceording to the subscription = irpk Zop.veion 
McLK^dovias M TUtov Kal Aowa. 

* Cf. TAif Dajfs of Mi$ Fhshy pp- 33*^ 

i R.sf.. CcncliTese (Eom* xvi. i). Cf. p« 
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serious than they knew ; for it was after the departure of 
Titus for Corinth that the malice of his enemies had reached 
its height and driven him from the dty. But now he could 
bless God for it all. His distress had been a sacred felowsliip ci cd. i' 
ill the sufferings of Christ ; and if he had shared Christ's 
sufferings, so he had experienced also Christ's comfort, and 
had thus been better fitted for the task of comforting and 
confirming the Corinthians. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

4 the Father of compassions and the God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in aH our distress in order that we may be able 
to comfort the distressed of all sorts through the comfort 

5 with which we are ourselves comforted by God. For, just as 
the sufferings of Christ overflow on us, so through Christ our 

6 comfort also overflows. And if we are distressed, it is for your 
comfort and salvation ,* if we are comforted, it is for \^our 
comfort, which is put in operation by endurance of the same 

7 sufferings which we are experiencing. And our hope is firm 
on your behalf, since we know that, as you are partakers of the 

8 sufferings, you are partakers also of the comfort. For we do 
not wish you to be ignorant, brothers, of our distress which befell 
in Asia. Its weight was excessive, so overpowering that we 

9 despaired even of life ; nay, in our hearts we had come to the 
decision^ that we must die, that our confideiice might not 

xorest upon ourselves but upon God who raises the dead. And 
from so terrible a death He rescued us and is rescuing us ; ^ 
and we have set our hope in Him that He will rescue us in the 
XI future also, while you also co-operate on our behalf by pra3'er, 
so that for the blessing which they have played a part in 
winning for us,^ thanks may be rendered by many on our 
behalf. 

^ txTTOKpiixa, an official decision (cf. Moulton and Milligan, Vocad.). iiTxvKCL/i€Vf 
aorislic perf. (cf. ii. 13, vii. 5). The perf. of was thus used since the aor. 

acquired the meaning * got,* ‘ received ’ (ef. i. 15), Cf. ^loulton, 

: 145 - :■ 

3 pv€Tai D^'EFGKLM, Vulg., Ambfstr. , pi/trerai, though strongly attested 
(KBCP), is iinrdly possible with the future following, ft is the emendation of a 
copyist who failed to perceive that Paul is referring, to his ■imniediate dangers in 
Macedonia (cf. vii. 5). ' ■ : ^ 

® e/c * from many actors,* connected with ro 

7rp6ffoiTov^ (i) ‘face,* (2) ' mask,*: particularly 'an, actor’s mask (ci 
(3) an actor, dmmai/s persma, (4) an actor onlhe stage of life, a person*-— ' ^ 
a late use. The word may here be, taken- 'in-: the sense, of *face,’ ',xpXX< 3 :r 
vpoifdfTm being then connected with ^ that, thanksgiving maybe 

made from many faces,* the glad faces bespeaking, grateful hearts. 
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The Apostle had merited their affection. He could claim 
with a clear conscience that his devotion to them had never 
wavered. The tenderness which he was now expressing was 
no new thing. Even when he had dealt sternly with them, 
it had been ever present alike in his coiTespondence and in 
his personal intercourse, as some of them had always pei'- 
ceived and, as he hoped, they w-oukl all henceforth recognise. 

la For this is our boasting — the testimony of our conscience 
that it was in God-given holiness and sincerity, not in carnal 
wisdom but in God's grace, that we conducted ourselves in 

13 the world and most of all in relation to you. For it is nothing 
else that we are writing to you than what you know from our 
letters or indeed from personal recognition — and I hope you 

14 will recognise our disposition to the full,^ as indeed you have 
done in a measure — that we are your boast, even as you are 
ours, on the Day of our Lord Jesus. 

Complaint What prompted this asseveration was the old grievance of 
broken his^ tardiness in visiting Corinth despite his promise.^ He 
had already explained it in his second letter, but even yet, 
Corinth, in their longing to see him and demonstrate their new-born 
I Cor. XVI. inclined to think hardly of him. They 

were suspecting him of levity and of a disposition, after the 
way of the world, to play fast and loose with his promises. 

15 And it was with this confidence that I purposed formerly 

16 to visit you, that you might receive a second grace, and to 
pass by way of Corinth to Macedonia, and return from Mace- 
donia to you and be sent by you on my journey to Judaea. 

17 This, then, being ray purpose, did I, as it has turned out, 
show levity ? Or are the plans I lay laid on the carnal prin- 
ciple that I may say with one breath ' Yes, yes ' and with 
the next ' No, no ' ? ^ 

» tAous, like €is WXos (cf. The of Flesh, p. 436, n. 2}, not 

*to the end ’ but ‘ to the full,’ contrasted with ^irh fxipovs, 

» Cf. p. 323. 

* The w^ord of one who is guided by mere worldly wisdom, iv mtplq, arapKinj 
(ver. 12}, is unreliable; it is ‘Yes' to-day and ‘No' to-morrow. On the 
emphatic iteration cf. Mt. v, 37. Chrys. (followed by Beng.) takes the .second 
and the second off as predicates (cf. Ja. v. 12) ; ‘that my “Yes” should be 
Yes” and my “No” “No”' — an unalterable decision, regardless of providential 
eventualities. This is ‘planning according to the desb,' and it is the %vay of 
‘the carnal man' (0 orapiciKbs dp&piafros^ rovr^fTTw, b rots irapovct ‘ftpQtF'ffkubp.tyos kgX 
iv rowois biawavrbs K(d rijs roO Ipepyetas exros rvyxdpiop ) ; whereas 
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He meets the insinuation with a flat denial ; ‘ our word to 
you is not “ Yes ” and " No " ’ ; and then he delicately in- 
dicates that the blame lay not with him but with themselves. 
There are always two parties to a promise, and its fulfilment 
rests with both. Think, for example, of the promises of 
God. He says ‘ Yes ' in Christ, but is this enough ? Nay, 
it is faith that receives the promise ; and it is only when His 
‘ Yes ’ is answ'ered by our ‘ Amen ’ that the promise is fulfilled. 
Perhaps indeed it is not fulfilled immediately, but in the 
grace of His Holy Spirit we have ‘ the earnest ’ of its ultimate 
fulfilment. 

Here is a thought which the Apostle loved. The Greek 
term isarrhabon,^ajaA it signified the caution-money deposited 
on the conclusion of a bargain as a pledge of full payment in 
due course.^ Originally a Phoenician wnrd, it was naturally 
borrowed from that nation of merchants by the Hebrews, 
the Greeks, and the Romans. In the Apostle’s day it was 
a common business-term,® precisely synonymous with the 
Scottish ‘ aiies ’ * and the Old English ‘ w'edde ’ ® ; and he 
enlisted it in the service of the Gospel. The idea is that the 
operation of the Holy Spirit in our souls constitutes a guar- 

^ the minister of the Spirit ’ (6 vvrjpiryit rod IlvctJ/taros) is like a good slave who 
makes a promise to his fellow-slaves and then, finding that his master disapproves, 
does not fulfil it. So the Apostle’s promise was conditioned by the will of God. 
This makes excellent sense, but it appears from vers, 18-20 that Nat va.i and 
are merely reduplications. 

^ dppa( 3 icv, (cf* Gen. xxxviii. 17, 18), arrhaho^ mTha. 

® Suid. ! 7 } iv raU oivah ir^pl tQp d>vovfiivo}p •wp^hru) v'irkp 

d<r(pa\€ias, 

® Cf. Oxyyk. Pap, 299 (a letter of late c.) : ‘ As regards Lampon the mouse* 
catclier, I gave him as earnest-money {dpa^^pa) on your account 8 drachmae to 
carch the mice while they are still with young.’ Also IMilligan, Seu'd. 43. 

^ Cf. Scott, Letter XI : ‘he had refused the devil's arlesd 

chap. XI ; ‘ St. Catherine broke up house-keeping before you bad talien arles in 
..her ■service.' ,■ ■ 

^ Wycl. : ‘awedde (or ernes) of the spirit.’ Chaucer, Kfu'ghies 'Talcy 1218: 
‘ Let him be war, his nekke lytli to wedde !’ There was also a verb dppa,Sauu']feu^, 

‘ hire ’ or ‘ take into one’s service.’ As an ecclesiastical term it signified ‘ espouse ’ ; 
and in Mod. Gk. 'h d/)pa/ 3 wi'/.(a)cr,atV?? is ‘the betrothed’ and r; dppa^Qpa ‘the 
engagement-ring’ — an earnest of the full payment of the marriage -debt (cf. 
Moulton and Milligan, yocal?,). In the early Church sponsalitia' arrhes w<»re 
presents which a man made to his betrothed as tokens and pledges of the 
espousal (cf. Bingham, Ant xxii. iii. 3)* 
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antee of God’s propriety in us and the vdtimate consumma- 
Cf. Eph. i. tion of His gracious design. It is His ' seal ’ marking us His, 
cf Phil i ^ foretaste of our full heritage, a pledge that the good work 
6 . ' ’ ' which He has begun in us, He will perfect until the Day of 

Rom. viii. Jesus Christ. It is ‘ the first-fruits of the Spirit,’ the. earliest 
sheaf of the rich harvest. 

18 But, as God is faithful, our word to you is not ‘ Yes ’ 

19 and ‘ No.’ For the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who was 
proclaimed among you through us — ^through me and 
Silvanus and Timothy — did not prove ‘Yes’ and ‘ No ' ; 

aonay, it has proved ‘Yes’ in Him. For to ever}' promise 
of God in Him is the ‘ Yes,’ and therefore also through Him 

21 is the ‘ Amen ’ that God may have glory through us. And 
He who is confirming us and you together in Christ and put 

22 His chrism on us, is God, who also sealed us and gave us 
the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 

Why he And just as our response to God’s promises is the condition 
away.'^^"* of their fulfilment, so it was rvith the Apostle’s promise to 
the CoiintMans. It was their behaviour that had pi-evented 
its fulfilment. While the trouble was in progress, he had 
pleaded the emergence in Asia of unexpected claims ; but 
there had been another and more potent reason, and now that 
the trouble was so happily ended, he was free to avow it. 
It was consideration for them that had kept him away. 
Had he visited them at that distressful crisis, he must have 
dealt sternly with them ; and he had remained away in the 
hope that wiser counsels would prevail among them. He had 
indeed been compelled eventually to pay them a hasty visit, 
Cf. 2 Cor. and it had confirmed his worst apprehensions. It was an 
ra. I9-XU1. experience which he would not willingly repeat, and so he 
had told them in the stern letter which he had written them 
on his return to Ephesus. That was indeed a stern letter, 
but it was love for them that had inspired it, and he had 
written it mth a breaking heart. 

33 But I call God to witness, as my soul shall answer it, that 
it was by way of sparing you that I came no more to Corinth. 

34 Not that we have lordship over your faith ; no, we are 
helpers in working out your joy, for it is by faith that you 

li.i stand fast. And this was my determination in my own 
interest, that 1 should not visit you again on a grievous 
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, a errand. For if I grieve you, then who is it that gladdens 
3 me but the man who has grief from me ? And I wrote 



precisely this, that I might not, when I came, receive grief 
from those who should have given me joy, confident as I 
was regarding all of you that my joy is the joy of you all. 

4 For out of great distress and anguish of heart I wrote to you 
through blinding tears, not that you might be grieved, but 
that you might perceive how my heart was full to over- 
flowing with love for you. 

This reference to his own sorrow was skilfully designed to Approval 
introduce the vexed question of the Church's decision on chm^ch’s 
the case of immorality. It had been a disputed judgment, 
and in approving it he at the same time deftly rebukes both case of im. 
the extreme parties. His sorrow had indeed been poignant, 
but it was rather a vicarious than a personal sorrow. It was 
not himself but the Church that had been injured, and it 
was the Church that had been grieved, at all events, he adds, 

' ill a measure/ ostensibly extenuating the ciilpriFs offence 
yet withal suggesting that it were well had there been no 
extenuation, had the Church's grief been not merely partial 
but universal. Nevertheless the sentence was right. Cen- 
sure was sufficient, and the dissentients must acquiesce in 
the decision and admit the penitent to loving fellowship. 

They were the Apostle's friends, and they would best evince 
their loyalty to him by following his example in this particu- 
lar. Severity would only play into Satan's hands by driving 
the penitent to despair. 

5 But if some one has caused grief, it is not to me that lie 
has caused it ; no, in a measure — not to be too hard on iiim— 

6 it is to you alL^ Sufiicient for such a man is this censure 

7 pronounced by the majority ; so that you should reverse 
your attitude toward him and rather forgive and comfort 
him, lest such a man should be swallowed up by his excessive 

8 grief. And therefore I exhort you to assure Mm of your love ; 

9 for it is to this end indeed that I am writing,- that I nia,y put 
you to the proof and discover wdiether you are obedient in 

10 every respect. One whom you forgive anything, I also 
forgive. For indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forglveii 

^ ajT^ ^ipov^ anticipates vtto rcZ*^' trXeLdvm (ver. 6). The qualilication has si 
double purpose. : (i) to alleviate the responsibility of the offender ; (2) to rebuke 
the lax minority : tlie censure should have been unanimous. 

® epistolary aorist. Cf, p. 219. 
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II anything, is on your account in the presence of Christ, that 
we may not be overreached by Satan ; for we do not ignore 
his devices. 

And now the Apostle resumes his personal narrative. 
Driven from Ephesus he had betaken himself to Troas. His 
ministry there was successful, but all the while Corinth was 
in his thoughts, and he was wondering how Titus had fared 
and what report he would bring. Still Titus never appeared, 
and at length, that he might meet him the sooner, he had quitted 
Troas and passed over to Macedonia. There he had heard 
the joyful tidings ; and now, as he looks back on those days, 
so dark and troubled yet so rich in blessing to Troas and 
Macedonia, he recognises how God had been leading him ail 
the while, and he breaks into a paean of thanksgiving. He 
likens his experience to the magnificent pageant of a Roman 
triumph.^ The victorious general, followed by his troops 
and preceded by his fettered captives, entered the city and 
rode in his chariot along the Via Sacra and up the slope of 
the Capitol to the Temple of Jupiter amid the applause of 
the spectators and the fragrance of floral garlands and the 
odour of incense from the altars in the open temples.® And 
just as the Apostle elsewhere boasts himself ‘ the slave ’ and 
' the prisoner ’ of Christ, so here he conceives of himself and 
his comrades as Christ’s captives adorning His triumphal 
progress. He had been Christ’s captive ever since the day 
when his rebellious will was broken on the road to Damascus ; 
and it was a blessed condition. For the Victor was Sovereign 
Love, and His dominion was liberty and peace. 

‘ I have no cares, 0 blessed Will ! 

For all my cares are Thine ; 

I live in triumph. Lord ! for Thou 
Hast made Thy triumph mine.' 

The captives were the conqueror’s trophies, publishing his 
renown ; and even so the Apostle was a trophy of Christ, 

‘ C£. the descriptions of the triumphs of Pompe}- (Appian. Bell. Miik. n 6 , 
117), .Bmilius Paulus (Plut. ySm. Paul. 32-34), and Vespasian and Titus 0 os. 

Be Bell. Jud. VIL V. 4-6}. 

® Cf. Pint Mm. Paul. 32 ; jras 6t yaos iviifiKro Kal ml $VfjLmfidru:i> 

%v llor, Od i¥. if.- 51, 53, Diem Cass, hxiv, f.- 
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and Christ's glory was the end of his ministry. His sufferings 
for Christ's sake were the odours which breathed on the 
Conqueror's path. They were ' a fragrance of Christ/ though 
to the world they seemed mere ignominy, even as, says 
St. Chrj^'sostom, the light is darkness to weak eyes and honey 
bitter to distempered palates. 

12 And when I came to Troas to preach the Gospel of Christ, 

13 though a door had been opened for me in the Lord, I had no 
relief for my spirit through my not finding Titus my brother. 

14 No, I bade them farewell and set out for Macedonia. But 
thanks to God who always leads us in His triumphal train ^ 
in Christ and wafts the odour of His knowledge abroad through 

j 5 us in every place 1 For we are a fragrance of Christ for God's 
honour among those who are on the way to salvation and 
16 among those who are on the way to ruin : to the latter an 
odour death-exhaled and death-exhaling, to the former an 
odour life-exhaled and life-exhaling. 

It \vas a tremendous claim, nothing less than this — that Emcacy 
the Apostle's ministry had an inherent and inevitable efficacy A^oSie’s 
whether for weal or for woe ; and now he proceeds to justify message, 
it. The efficacy lay in his message, inasmuch as it was the 
pure Word of God, unadulterated, like the teaching of the 
Corinthian intellectuals, with human wisdom or, like that 
of the Jiidaists, with dead tradition. Here he was not 
resuming the odious employment of self-commendation. 

There had been enough of that in his last letter, where he 
had perforce vindicated himself from the aspersions of the 
Judaists, and he would leave the graceless business to them. 

They had come to Corinth armed with letters of commenda- 
tion from their superiors at Jerusalem, but he needed no such 
credentials. His converts were his letter of commendation, 
a letter written by Christ, not with ink but with the Holy 
■Spirit's grace. 

If And for this who is qualified? Well, we are not, like so 
many, adulterators of the wine of God's Word. No, it is in 

^ A.V. ^causeth us to triumph’ represents the Apostle and his companions as 
occupying the place of the honoured friends who sat beside the victor in his 
triumphal chariot (cf. Dion Cass. li. 16, Ixiii, 20), This, however, is an impossible 
rendering, since Ofna/i^&vap is alwa3'S ‘lead in triumph.’ Cf. Pint. ICom. 4; 
lS:un\m AnL 84 {Cleopatra to dead Antony) : ^loX TrepdB-^f 

a-eavrou^ * suffer not thyself in my person to be led in triumph.’ 


Ex. XXXIY. 
r. 

Prov. Hi. 3, 
vii. 3. 

Its twofold 
excellence: 


(i) A min- 
istry of life, 
xxxi, 31-34* 
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its purity, it is just as God gave it, that we speak it before 
Wl. I God in Christ.^ Are we beginning again to commend our- 
selves ? Or do we need, like some, commendatory letters 
3 to you or from you ? You are our letter, inscribed on our 
3 hearts, recognised and read by all men, since it is manifest 
that 5?’ou are a letter of Christ, ministered by us, inscribed 
not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on 
* tablets of stone ’ but on ' the tablets of the heart,’ tablets 
of flesh.® 

Here was the Apostle’s answ’er to the question ' Who is 
qualified for this t ’ the justification of his claim that he was 
' a fragrance of Christ,’ an odour life-exhaled and life-exhaling 
or death-exhaled and death-exhaling according to the atti- 
tude which men assumed toward him. The efficacy lay not 
in himself but in his message. And what was the tran- 
scendent excellence of his message ? It was twofold. 

In the first place, it was, in the language of the Prophet 
Jeremiah, the Gospel of ' a new covenant.’ The Old Cove- 
nant was embodied in the Law, the written code of Mount 
Sinai. It was a series of stern and inexorable command- 
ments, cind since these were too hard for weak and sinful man, 
it issued in condemnation and death. But the New Covenant 
is a covenant of grace. It is not a written code ; it is a 
ministry of the Spirit. It does not command ; it succours 
and strengthens, and it issues in life. 

4 And such is the confidence which we have through Christ 

5 toward God. Not that by our own resources we are qualified 

6 for any reasoning as proceeding from ourselves. No, our 
qualification proceeds from God, who also qualified us for 
the ministry of a New Covenant, not a written code but a 
Spirit ; for the written code kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

^ od ydp, ellipt. ; ‘ (we are qualified), for we are not.’ /sdtTnyXosf, ‘ a trader/ 
especially ^an innkeeper’ (caupcf)^ Hence /caTrriXei'etp (i) ‘trade/ especially as an 
innkeeper {cmiponari)^ (2) ‘trade dishonestly/ especially as an innkeeper who 
adulterates his wine. C£. Is. i. 22 LXX : ro dpydpiov bpt,(hy d^oKt/iop* ol Kawi^Xol 
ffov fUffyoviTi rov dvov vdan, Ecclus. xxvi. 29, GtkiKpLviat carries on the 
metaphor, according to the old and in no wise discredited et3nnology whicli 
explains uXinpivijs as ‘tested in the sunlight {d\i) ’ ; the idea being that the glass 
of wine is held up against the light and no impurities are disco%'ered by the 
searching rays. 

^ The chief MSS. read KapSlais ffapdvmi ‘ hearts of fiesh as tablets ’ | 

but T. R. KapUax (rapKivais has the more ancient attestation of Iren- 

(v. xiii. 4), at all events according to the Latin translation. 
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And, in tlie second place, it was a ministry of transcendent (a) Amims* 
and unfading glory. Here he bases his argument on that 
passage which relates how, when Moses descended from the Es:, xxxiv. 
Mount, bearing the two tablets of stone, ' the skin of his face 
shone ' or, as the Septuagint Version has it, ‘ was glorified/ 

It was the lingering reflection of the gloiy which had shone 
upon him while he communed with the Lord ; and when 
they saw it, the people were afraid. That was only a transi- 
ent glory, and it quickly faded away ; but the glory of the 
New Covenant is permanent. It is no mere reflection on the 
face of a human mediator ; it is the di\dne glory which shines Cf. iv. 6. 
in the face of Jesus Christ — ^not a glorified but the glorifying 
■face.' , 


7 And if the ministry of death, engraved on stones in written 
characters, was invested with glory, so that the children of 
Israel could not gaze on the face of Moses by reason of the glory 

8 of his face — the transient glory, how shall not rather the 
9 ministry of the Spirit be invested with glory? For if the 

ministry of condemnation be glory, far rather does the ministry 

10 of righteousness abound in glory. For the glorified has been 
dimmed of its glory in this particular on account of the tran 

11 scendent glory.^ For if the transient was attended with glory 
far rather is the permanent invested with glory. 


Here lay the inspii'ation of the Apostle’s preaching. He Transience 
was proclaiming a full and abiding revelation, and it was 
fitting that he should use ' much boldness of speech.’ The 
Gospel was the fulfilment of the Law, and the transience of 
the latter had appeared in the very hour of its promulgation. 

The glory which lit the face of Moses w^as a transient thing, a 
lingering reflection of the awful glory which had shone upon 
him wliile he communed with the Lord on the Mount. The 
people saw it while he talked with them, but he would not 
have them witness its disappearance lest they should think 
it meant that the Lord had forsaken him ; and so, ‘ whenever Ex. xxxi% 
he had done speaking with them, he put a veil on his face,’ 
and took it off only ^ when he went in before the Lord to 
speak with Him.’ It was an attempt to conceal the transience 
of the Law, and the Jews had never to that day discovered 
it. The glory of the Old Covenant had faded before the 


^ * The glory of the New Covenant, overshadowing and hiding the glory of the 
Old, as the lighi of the sun that of the other stars’ (Euth. Zig.}. 
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glory of the New as the light of the stars is quenched by the 
sunrise, but this they had not perceived. For their thoughts 
were dull. It was as though a veil covered their heart, and 
just as they had not seen the glory fading from the face of 
Moses, so they had not seen it fading from the Law. They 
did not recognise that a new glory had dawned, nor would 
they recognise it till they turned from the written code to 
the life-giving Spirit. As it was only ' when Moses went in 
before the Lord to speak with Him ’ that the ‘ veil was taken 
from his face,’ so only when their heart turned to the Lord, 
would its veil fall off. Then they would be emancipated 
ironi the bondage of the Law. They would see the glory of the 
Spirit, the tender grace of redeeming love, shining in the face 
o Jesus Christ, and it w'ould irradiate and transfigure them. 


” Since, then we have such a hope, we use much boldness 
13 of speech, and are not lilie Moses who ‘put a veil on his 
order that the children of Israel might not gaze 
?ullil T^sient thing. But their thoughts were 

unveiled 

15 to them that m Chnst it is passing away.^ No, down to 
this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart ■ 

16 but whenever It turns to the Lord, the veil is taken off 

i^ire Spirit; and where the Spirit of 
18 the Lord IS, there is freedom. And we all, seeing with 
unveiled face the reflection ^ of the Lord’s glory, are trans- 

properly ‘peUify,’ Xt9o«^ So ‘make dull.’ Of the heart 

— ... . -.Md. wft iv- Tv ; 'TT 

“tT'; ’■ “ 

^ vers. 7, 1 13). The verb ior ‘removiiTT fKp vp,*p ,• 
^ot KarapyeiP hut T^ptaipecffBai. ^ ine is 

KaroTTTpL^^dfiepoij not ‘reflecting as a mirror^ (R V ) uLiV?-. i 1 • ^ 

act. KaT07rTpitoPT€s\ Karotrpl^eixeai (mid) h ‘to tl /squire the 

(I) Cf 0 «c-s.// id. Diog. LaL. „ ' ,1 . . T either 

>caro^Tpll:e^0<u,ty>, d f,iy 7 * 7 “'' 

ervy€Soif\ev€ A:iiro7rTn/hir/r/?«.‘ » / ^ ^ iij, ; rois ,ae&€VQV(n 

&\\v ru.1 rl,. iSia. ni^ofr/eei ThT’nuhm^*^ ■ 
tho Lord the Spirit, is the face 0^1 «rf """" 
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formed into the same image from glory to glory according 
to the wonted operation of the Lord the Spirits 

In this glad letter to his penitent converts the Apostle is in The 
no mood for controversy, yet he cannot forget the strife f trickery! 
which had so lately raged among them and which might so 
easily be revived, all the more that the Judaists remained 
in their midst. And therefore all through his exultant con- 
gratulation there runs a note of anxious solicitude and covert 
admonition. That argument, so impassioned yet so re- 
strained and elusive, on the transience of the Old Covenant 
and the transcendent and abiding glory of the New is a 
refutation of the Judaist insistence on the permanent obliga- 
tion of the Law ; and now he proceeds to deal with some of 
the personal allegations of his traducers. The first is that 
coarse calumny which branded him as ‘ a trickster,’ seeking cf. xU. 16. 
selfish ends and decei\ring his dupes by flattering speech and 
professions of disinterestedness. His answer is that trickery 
was impossible for one who had been entrusted with so lofty 
a ministry. Its glory put cowardice and duplicity to shame. 

His constant appeal was to men’s consciences ; and if they 
failed to respond, the reason was that their moral sense was 
blinded ; as he had already said, there was *' a veil on their 
heart ’ and the light of the Gospel could not penetrate it. 

The light which shone in the face of Christ had illumined his 
own heart, and his divine call was to illumine others. It was 
Christ, not himself, that he proclaimed ; and if he proclaimed 
himself, it was as an example of the Gospel’s illuminating 
efficacy. 

iv. I Therefore, having a ministry like this, in view of the 
2 mercy we have experienced, we never lose heart. No, we 
have renounced shame’s concealments, never playing ‘ the 
trickster ’ or sopliisticating the Word of God,® but by the 

‘ As in the renewal of the earth (cf. Mk. iv. 28), so in the renewal of the soul 
the operation of tlie Creator Spirit is gradual, from one degree of glory to 
another. 

® SoXoip is synonymous with KajrrjXeiieix, ‘adulterate’ (ii. 17). Cf. iSoXos, 

‘pure,’ ‘unadulteralo'l,’ used of milk (l Pet ii. 2), grain {OxjrrA. Pafi. 1124. ri : 

Wfhv viov saBapiv iiHoXov &Kpei 6 op), wine (rX/a?. 729. 19 : rip niv mvav rrapk X^piv 
rtop S.S0X0P}. Cf. Mniilton and Milligan, Vecai). Precisely equivalent is the old 


Cf.ii IS, 


Gen, i. 37. 


The taunt 
of bodily 
Nvt'akncss. 


Cf. Lev. 
xxi. 16-24. 


Cf. X. 10. 
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manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every 

3 human conscience in the sight of God. If, however, our 
Gospel is veiled, it is in the case of those who are on the 

4 way to ruin that it is veiled ; and in their case the god of 
this age has blinded the thoughts of the faithless to shut 
out the illuminating beams of the Gospel of the glory of the 

5 Christ who is ‘ the image of God/ For it is not ourselves 
that we proclaim ; it is Christ Jesus as Lord and ourselves 

6 as your slaves for Jesus' sake, because it is the God that 
said ' Light shall shine out of darkness/ who shone m our 
hearts that we might illumine others with the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

Next he notices his adversaries’ sneer at his physical in- 
firmity. It was indeed a graceless taunt, yet on the lips of 
the Judaists it was not without excuse, since the ancient Law 
had required that not only the sacrificial victim but the priest 
who offered it should be * without blemish,' and later legis- 
lation so far from relaxing the restriction had strengthened 
it, specifying no fewer than a hundred and forty-two physical 
defects as disqualifying for the sacred office.^ It was thus 
natural that the weakness of Paul's bodily presence should 
figure in the Judaist indictment against his apostolic claim. 
And what is his reply ? The fact was indisputable. He was 
little of stature ; he was the victim of a chronic malady ‘ 
and he was worn with toil and travel and bore the scars o| 
stoning and scourging. But this was no disqualification! 
On the contrary, it redounded to the glory of God. As a jewel 
shows the more resplendent in a base setting, so the power 
which employed so feeble an instrument, was the more con- 
spicuously divine. And, moreover, since his bodily infirmi- 
ties were the scars of his apostolic service, they were invested 
with a double glory. They were his portion in the sufferings 
of Christ and the evidence of his devotion to the souls of men. 

* It is all for your sakes/ 

. use ^of \sopbisticate’ -in the sense of * corrupting by admk^Ulre.^ €f. ' Scott,' 

■ I'Foodsi^cky chap, x:, ‘there wasa irintner, his green apron stained .with 'wine, and."' 
every drop of it sophisticated.* Similarly O. E. ‘ card.* Cf. Shak. i King Hen* /F. 
in. ii, 62 f. : ‘carded his state, | Mingled his royalty with capering fools*; 
where Temple ed. quotes Green’s Quip for an Upstart Courtier x ‘ You card youi 
beer if you see your guests begin to get drunk, half small, half strong.* 

^ Ci Schtirer,’n..i. p. 214. 



THE THIRD MISSION 


7 Blit we have this treasure in earthen vessels^ that the 
transcendence of the power may be God's and no achieve“ 

8 ment of our own. At every turn we are distressed yet never 

9 straitened ; perplexed yet never at our wits' end ; hard 
pressed yet never left in the lurch ; stricken down yet never 

10 destroyed ; always carrying about in our body the mortal 
agony of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested 

11 in our body. Ever are we that are alive being delivered to 
death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be mani- 

i2fested in our mortal flesh. And so death is operative in us 

13 but life in you. Having, however, the same spirit of faith 
expressed in that scripture ' I had faith, and therefore I spoke/ Ps-cxvi.io. 

14 we also have faith, and therefore also we speak ; knowing as 
we do that He w'ho raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 

15 Jesus and will present us with you. For it is all for your 
sakes, that grace may spread from soul to soul and make 
thanksgiving abound to the glory of God. 

The Apostle had a double purpose in introducing the The com- 
thought of the Resurrection. He desired, in the first instance, RcsiSrec^ 
to display the comfort which that glorious hope afforded 
and which sustained him amid his mortal sufferings. 

26 And therefore we never lose heart. No, though our outward 
man is wasting away, yet our inward man is being renewed 

27 day by day. For the light distress of the moment is working 
out for us, ever more and more transcendently, an eternal 

28 weight of glory ; while we look not at the things visible but 
at the things invisible ; foi the things visible are temporary, 
but the things invisible are eternal. 

The hope of the Resurrection was impressively presented The horror 
at that juncture, at all events to the^minds of Jewish Chris- 
tians. For it was the season of the,. Feast of Tabernacles, 
w^hich was at once a celebration of izhe ingathering of the 
harvest and a commemoration of the wilderness wanderings. 

For forty years the children of Israel had made their weary 
pilgrimage in quest of the Promised Land, pitching their 
tents at nightfall and striking them on the morrow to con- 
tinue their march; and their experience served in after iChr.xxix 
generations as a parable of this earthly life. So the Apostle 
now employs it, and the image would appeal the more to the 
Corinthians when they recalled how he had earned his bread 

^ h dcrrpaKtvQi^ <rKei/€<fiVi ‘in britel vessels’^ (WycL), worthless and fragile 
earthenware (c£ Ps. ii. 9). On <rA:«0os cf. n. on I Th. iv. 4, p. 161, 
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among them by plying Ms craft of tent-making. He Hkens 
the mortal body to a tent, ‘ the soul’s frail dwelHng-house ’ 
When It IS dismantled by the rude hand of death, the soul 
IS not left shelterless ; for there awaits it a nobler habitation 
-that spiritual body whereof he had told them in Ms second 
letter. It was indeed a glorious prospect, yet it would seem 
that despite Ms masterly handling of the problem a perplexity 
still remained in their minds, and its solution is Ms second 
and rnam concern. Even where the hope of immortality is 
chenshe(L there is an instinctive horror in the thought of 
eath. For how wiU the soul fare when it is stripped of irs 
corporeal vesture and goes forth naked into the unknown 


CC I Th. 
16. 


1 Cor, xir. 


10 bathe in fiery floods, or to reside 
In thrilling regions of thick-ribbed ice ■ 
lo be imprison’d in the viewless winds, ^ 

And blown with restless violence round about f 
The pendent world ' ? 1 

. . ■ / 

The blank misgiving wMch the thought inspires is poignahtlv 
expressed m that question of the dying Emperor Hadrian 

‘ Soul of mine, thou fleeting, clinging thing. 

Long my body’s mate and guest. 

Ah now, whither wilt thou wing. 

Pallid, naked, shivering. 

Never, never more to sport and jest ? ' 

There was indeed reassurance in the Christian revelation of 
e resurrection of the {lody, yet it was but partial. For it is 
at the Second Advent that the dead wll be raised, and mean- 
while their souls must remain naked, divested of their mortal 
bodies and yet unclothed with their ' heavenly habitation.’ 
Here, m larp measure, lies the raison d’ilre of the hope which 
animated the primitive Christi^ that the Coming of the 
Lord was at hand. The^i^gmg was that they might live 

never experience the 
desolation of disembodiment. For then. ' in a moment, in 

^ ‘Animula vagula, blandula, 

■ Hospes comesqtie corporis, 

Qu 92 nunc abibis in loca, 

Pallidula, rigida, nudula, 
iNcc, ut soles, dabis Jocos?’ 
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the twinkle of an eye/ the transformation would be wrought 
and ' the mortal thing be swallowed up by life/ The Apostle 
shared this hope, this eager longing ; yet even though it %vere 
denied him, he was undismayed. For in any case the re- 
surrection of the body was a blessed certainty. It was the 
end w^hich God had in view, and the present experience 
of the sanctifying operation of the Holy Spirit was ' the 
earnest ’ of its ultimate consummation. With this prospect 
in view he went his way with a stout heart ; and while he 
would fain be home, his only ambition was that, whether 
here or there, he might please the Lord and be ready for the 
inquisition of His Judgment-seat. 

V. I For we know that if our earthly tent-dwelling be dis- 
mantled, we have one of God's building, an house which no 

2 hands have made, eternal, in the heavens. For in this we 
groan, longing to put on over it our heavenly habitation, 

3 if so be that by putting it on we shall not be found naked. 

4 For indeed we who are in the tent groan under its w^eight, 
on the understanding that it is not our desire to put off our 
vesture, no, but to put on a vesture over it, that the mortal 

5 thing may be swallowed up by life. But He who wrought 
us for this very end is God, who gave us the earnest of the 

6 Spirit. Therefore, being always courageous and knowing 
that, while we are at home in the bod we are exiled from 

7 the Lord ; for it is by faith that our steps are guided, not 

8 by sight — ay, we are courageous and are well content rather 

9 to be exiled from the body and get home to the Lord. And 

therefore also our ambition is that, whether at home or in 

JO exile, we should be well pleasing to Him. For all of us must 
appear in our true colours before the Judgment-seat of 
Christ, that each may receive what his body has earned 
according to his actions, whether a good awaxd or an evil. 

This was the x\postle's attitude. He left the unknown The 
future in God's hands, confident that it would be wisely and 
mercifully ordered. He was animated by that spirit whiclv 
the Old Testament Scriptures so largely inculcate — ' the fear 
of the Lord/ that spirit of reverent and trustful submission 
to the Sovereign Will of Mmighty God -which is evermore Ps. cxL io 
' the beginning of wisdom/ ' a strong confidence' and ' a 
fountain of life.’ He left the future in God's hands, and ius 
one -concern was the discharge of the ministry which had 
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been entrusted to him. His ambition was to ' persuade 
men ’ ; and though his pleading was construed by his Judaist 
adversaries as unscrupulous plausibility,^ God knew his 
motive, and he hoped he was justified by the consciences of 
the Corinthians. In saying that he was not ' commending 
himself ’ to them ; he was rather seeking to show them the 
realities. His critics called him ‘ mad,' but what they deemed 
madness was a passion for God and for the souls of men. 
The love of Christ had possessed him, and it had revolution- 
ised his estimate of life, of men, and of the world. Life for 
Cf. Gal. ii. him was now life in Christ, since he had died with Christ and 
19, ao. been raised with Him. And his estimate of men was 

correspondingly altered. Earthly distinctions no longer 
counted. He ' knew no man according to the flesh.’ He is 
thinking here of the Judaists and their insistence on the 
efficacy of external rites and more especially their denial of 
his apostleship because he had never known the Lord in the 
days of His flesh. That contention was valid only if the Lord 
were a mere historic personage, ‘ a Christ according to the 
flesh ’ ; and though the Apostle had once shared that Jewish 







ideal of a secular Messiah, he had now attained to a loftier 
conception. Christ was for him the Risen and Glorified 
Saviour, truly known not according to the flesh but according 
to the Spirit, not by historic tradition but by immediate and 
vital fellowship. And thus, furthermore, the universe was 
transfigured in his eyes. The old order had passed away 
and a new order had arisen ; and what made the differenc^; 
was Christ’s revelation of God’s thoughts and purposes-. 
The world was alienated from God. It had rebelled againsjt 
Him I and it had seemed that there was no hope for guilty ' 
sinners save the averting of His wrath. It lay with then 
to approach Him with overtures of reconciliation. And 
behold. He had visited the world in Christ, and had taken 01 
Himself the burden of its guilt and demonstrated that the 
enmity is all on man’s side. It is the world that needs to bt 
reconciled to God, not God that must be reconciled to the 
world.^ And this amazing revelation defined the Apostle'. 

‘ Cf. p. 197. 

• On the Pauline doctrine of ‘reconciliation’ cf. Tie Aiommml in the Light a 

MisUr^ and the Modern Spirit, pp, i u f* 
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ministry. He was Christ's ambassador, presenting God's 
overtures and offering a full atonement and a free forgiveness. 

II It is, then, because we know * the fear of the Lord ' that w^e cf. Ga!. i 
' persuade men ' ; and to God we have appeared in our true 
colours, and I hope that at the bar of your consciences also 
-12 we have so appeared. We are not again commending our- 
selves to you ; no, we are gi\dng 3i^ou an outlet ^ for a boast 
on our behalf, that you may counter those whose boasting is 

13 all concerned vdth face- value and not with heart-realit3^ If 

14 we are ' mad,' it is for God ; if we are sane, it is for ^'Ou. For 
the love of Christ has us in its grasp, and this is our judgment : 

15 One died on behalf of all, consequently all died ; and He died 
on behalf of all that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for Him who on their behalf died and was 

1 6 raised. And so we henceforth know no one according to the 
flesh. Though we have conceived of a Christ according to 

17 the flesh, yet laow that is no longer our conception. And so, 
if one be in Christ, there is a new creation : - tlie old order 

1 8 has passed away ; see, a new order has arisen. x\nd it is all 
from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and 

19 gave us the ministry of reconciliation, to this effect — that God 
was in Christ, reconciling a world to Flimself, not reckoning 
their trespasses to them and having entrusted to us the message 

20 of reconciliation. On Christ's behalf, then, we are ambas- 
sadors, as though God were appealing to you through us. We 

tx pray you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. Him who 
never knew sin, He made sin on our behalf, that we might 
become God's righteousness in Him.^^ 

This is the message of the Gospel, and the xApostie now a personal 
enforces his argument with a personal appeal. The Corinth- 
ians had welcomed the message when they heard it from his 
lips during his ministry among them, and would they now 
disown it and embrace the teaching of his Jiidaist adversaries? 

It was a momentous issue ; and it would commend his 
appeal and determine their decision if they remembered his 
credentials— his constant devotion and his many sufferings 
In .the: ministry, of the Gospel. 

w. I And in co-operation with Him we also appeal to you that 
‘ 8 it be not in vain that you welcomed the grace of God. For 
He says : 

^ Cf. p. ais. 

* Cl. n* on Gal. iii. 1 3 , p. 


* Cf. p. 220. 
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>■ ‘ At ail acceptable moment I hearkened to thee. 

And in a day of salvation I succoured thee/ 

See, now is the right ' acceptable moment’; see, now is 
s the day of salvation. Never in anything do we put a 
hindrance m the way, lest blame be cast upon the ministrv 
we commend ourselves as God’s ministers 
in much endurance, m distresses, in necessities, in 
“ stnpes, in unpnsonments, in riots, in toils, in 
6 wpls, in fastings,^ in^punty, in knowledge, in long-suffering 
^ Spirit, in unaffected love, in the 

preaching of the Truth, in the power of God ; by the weapons 

^eft; by^orv 

and dishonour; by ill report and good report; as deceivers 
9 and true men ; as_ ignored and acknowledged ; as ' dying ’ 
and, see, we hve ; as ‘ chastened and not put to death ' • 

Poor^yet enriching 

many , as having nothing yet possessing everything. 

Here the Apostle bethinks himself. He has wandered far 
ffom the path of his argument, and he playfully apologises. 
His long digresaon was an outpouring of liis overflowin!! 
tenderness, a.nd it proved how large a space the Corinthians 
occupied m his affection. If there was any narrowness of 
heart, it was mamfestly not on his side ; and he begs them 
to open their hearts to him as he had opened his to them 
He deserved it ; for he had always treated them generously.' 

ever been the poorer for him during his ministry 
among them. Here, he need not reassure them, he was not 

fulness 

01 ms pride and gladness. 

lit ‘ Our lips have been opened ' to you Corinthians • ‘ rmr 

“ »ot\ z 

•3 ”°'a ■ , “ “ “ S'"”' o'™ aflecdons that yon 

^ 3 are stiaitened. And as a recompense in kind T u 

* We OTonJS'^nT^? enlarged.^ Make room for us. 

a nn damaged no one, we overreached 

3 no one. I am not saying it to condemn you • for I have 
dready s^ that you are in our hearts to die with us and to 
4hve with us. I am very frank with you; I Stvs 
boasti^ on your behalf. I am filled with comfort ■ mv iov 
IS overflowing upon all our distress. ’ ^ ^ ^ 

‘ Vers. 14-Vii. ,, » fr^ent of the 6rst Corinthian letter. Cf. p. 2,6 


Apology 
for digres- 
sion. 


Ps. 9 . li. 3 
cxix. 32, 



' After his long digression he resnmes^ his' personal narrative. The good' 
He has told how, in his anxiety to meet Titus and learn how 
he had fared at Corinth, he quitted Troas and crossed over cf, ii 13. 


to Macedonia ; and now he tells what happened there. The 
Judaist controversy was raging, and it was a difficult and 
indeed a dangerous situation since he had not only to deal 
with internal dissension but to face the violence of his ancient 
and inveterate enemies, the Macedonian Jews. And thus 
it was an unspeakcabie comfort and gladness to him when 
Titus arrived and reported the successful issue of Ms mission. 

5 For after we had come to Macedonia our flesh had no relief. 

At every turn we were distressed — ^fightings without, fears 

6 within. But the Comforter of the humble, even God, com- 

7 forted us by the arrival of Titus ; and not only by his arrival 
but by the comfort which the thought of you afforded him in 
telling us the story of your longing, your lamentation, your 

s zeal on my own behalf to the enhancement of my joy, because, 

^ though I grieved you in my letter, I do not regret it. Though 
j I did regret it, perceiving ^ that that letter grieved you, though 

I but for a brief hour, I now rejoice, not that yon were grieved, 

I but that your grief issued in repentance ; for you were grieved 

as God would have you, that in nothing might you suffer loss 
10 by us. For the grief which God would have works a repent- 
ance which issues in salvation — a repentance which is never 

II regretted ; whereas the world's grief works out death. For 
see, this very circumstance that you were grieved as God would 
have you — ^what earnestness it wrought out in you, ay, what 
self-defence, what vexation, what fear, what longing, what 
zeal, what vindication ! In. everything you proved yourselves 

la to be pure in the affair.^ The fact is that, though I wrote 
you, it was not that the wrong-doer might be punished or his 
victim righted but that your earnestness on our behalf might 
13 be manifested among you in the sight of God. On this score 
' it is that we have been comforted. : . 

It was the Apostle's stem letter that had achieved the An achieve, 
happy result, yet it would have availed nothing without the 
personal address of Titus. By his courage, wisdom, tact, 
and kindliness he had succeeded where the gentle and timor- 
ous Timothy had failed. He had amply justified the Apostle's 

^ Reading with Vulg. {mdens)^ which satisfactorily rectifies a maBifestly 

corrupt passage. The MSS. have or ydp^ 

® Tif wpaypari^ a delicate reference to the unnamahle scandal, Cf. i Th. iv. 6. 
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confidence, and lie was well entitled to the satisfaction which 
so signal a triumph afforded him. 

And besides our comfort we were still more abundantly 
rejoiced at the joy of Titus because his spirit has received 

14 refreshment from you all. However I may have boasted to 
him on your behalf, I was not put to shame ; no, as it was aU 
truth that we spoke to you, so our boasting to Titus also turned 

15 out truth. And Ms affection is flowing out to you the more 
at the remembrance of your unanimous obediencfr^how with 

16 fear and trembling you received him. I rejoice that in every- 
thing I have courage in you. 

S?ioHec.^ . Apostle's gladness : the Corinth- 

tion for the had neglected the collection for the poor at Jerusalem 
Kiem. Soon after his settlement at Ephesus he had sent Titus and 
his Antiochene colleague to Corinth to commend the bene- 
ficent enterprise, and it had been espoused with much good 
wiU.i Presently, however, a dispute had arisen regarding 
the method to be pursued in taking the collection, and ijhe 
cf. 1 Cor. question had been referred to the Apostle in the consultative 
rescript which the Corinthians had addressed to him the 
previous summer. The dispute was concerned merely with 
the mode of procedure, and after his decision he had assumed 
that the business was in progress until, to his discomfiture 
he learned from Titus that nothing had been done. 

fmL ^ *0 them to repair their neglect ; and 

liberality, by Way of incentive he begins by telling them of the splendid 
generosity of the Macedonian churches, which was the more 
remarkable since Macedonia was at that period groaning 
under an oppressive burden of imperial taxation.® The 
people were desperately poor, yet they had insisted on bear- 
ing their part in the charity. It was an act of self-consecra- 
tion, signalising their happy deliverance from the Judaist 
contro\’ersJ^ a,nd it had occurred to the Apostle that the 
Corinthians might well follow the example and attest their 
penitence by a like devotion. And so he had enlisted Titus 
them and complete his good work by m ga gin g 

^ «> B b 
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¥iii. ! But W0 acquaint you, brothers, with the grace of God 

s vouchsafed among the churches of Macedonia — that it is 
in the thick of a distressing ordeal that" their joy is so ' 
abundant, and their deep poverty issued in the abundant 

3 riches of their liberality* According to their ability, I 

4 testify, and beyond their ability, of their own free will with 
much appeal they begged of us the privilege of participating 

sin the ministry to the saints. And it was not merely as 
we had hoped"; no, they first gave themselves to the Lord 

6 and to iis through the will of God, insomuch that we 
appealed to Titus that he should follow up the good begin- 
ning he had already made by accomplishing among you this 

7 grace also. Ay, as you abound in everything- — faith and 
eloquence and knowdedge and the love which we have 
inspired in you — see that you abound in this grace also. 

It was not a command that he was addressing to them ; it An appeal 
was an appeal to their honour. And their incentive %vas ° 
threefold : the example which their Macedonian neighbours 
had set ; the gratitude which they owed to Christ for His 
. ifinite self-sacrifice ; and, furthermore, the obligation which, 
im the Apostle's judgment, rested upon them, for their own 
efedit, to make good the enthusiastic protestations of last 
year. The collection was no oppressive or inequitable 
imposition. They were asked to contribute according to 
their resources ; and the appeal was addressed not to Corinth 
alone but to all Gentile Christendom, and they w^ere required 
merely to play their proper part. 

s I am not saying it in the way of a commandment ; no, I am 
employing the earnestness of your neighbours to prove the 
9 genuineness of your love. For you recognise the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ — ^that for your sakes, when He was rich, 

He became poor, that you by His poverty might become rich, 
so And I give you an opinion in this matter: this is to your 
advantage, since you made a beginning a year ago not merely 
II in doing it but also in desiring it. And now accomplish the 
doing also, that your eagerness in desiring it may be matched 
by your accomplishment of it out of the resources you have. 

122 For if the eagerness be there, it is acceptable according to the 
x3 means it may have, not according to what it has not. The 
intention is not that others should be relieved and you dis- 
14 tressed. No, it is that, on the principle of equality, at the 
present crisis your abundance may meet their lack in order 
that their abundance in turn may meet your lack, so that 
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Ex, xvi, IS. 15 eqiiality may result, as it is written : ‘ He who gathered much 
had no more, and he who gathered little had no less.’ 

focfrimh. reluctance that Titus had undertaken 

his first mission to Corinth some two years previously ; but 
after his recent experience he was otherwise disposed.’ He 
welcomed the Apostle’s proposal and was eager to set out. 
He was not going alone. Two others would bear him com- 
pany. One was a preacher who had gained a distinguished 
reputation in Macedonia, and who had been elected by the 
churches of the province to accompany Paul when he returned 
to Jerusalem, and convey their contributions thither. This 
the Apostle is careful to mention, and it would bring the blush 
to the faces of the Corinthians. His enemies in their midst 
had charged him with malfeasance in the administration of 
the collection,^ and it was that cruel calumny which had 
dictated this arrangement. He would not handle the fund : 
each church must appoint a delegate to convey its contribu- 
tion to the Holy City. It would seem that this distinguishe'ft 
delepte was none other than Luke, who for the last five yeans 
had laboured in Macedonia * and henceforth bore the Apostle 
company Philippi had been the headquarters of his Mac^ 
doman ministiy, and the Philippian church would naturally 
entrust him with the conveyance of its contribution. The 
other companion of Titus was doubtless his Antiochene 
colleague who had attended him on his first eleemosynary 
mission to Corinth and who had abundantly proved his 
capacity. For all three the Apostle bespeaks a gracious 
reception. Titus needed no introduction, and it was a strong 
recommendation of his companions that they were ‘ com- 
missioners of churches.’ It became the Corinthians to show 
them honour not only in their personal but in their repre- 
sentative capacity. Their slighting would be an affront to 
the churches which had commissioned them. 

And thanks be to God who is putting the same earnestne^^ 

“■? He 

^ reluctance is all gone and of his own free 

xswill he IS setting out to visit you.® And we are sen<h 5 ^wlth 

^ Cf. pp. 321 f. * Cl I ’ 
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him the brother whose praise in the Gospel is ail over tlie 
ly churches,^ and who, moreover, has been elected by the cluirches 
as our fellow-traveller in connection with this grace which is 
being ministered by us. It is the Lord's own glory and our 

20 eagerness that we have in view ; this being our concern — 
that no one should blame us in connection with this rich stoi'e 

21 which is being ministered by us ; for we are ‘ safeguarding our Prov. iii. 4 
honour ' not only ‘ in the Lord’s sight ’ but ' in the sight of 

22 men/ And we are sending with them our brother whose 
earnestness we have proved many a time in many a matter 
and now find largely increased by his large confidence in you. 

23 As regards Titus, he is my comrade and fellow-worker for you ; 
and as for our brothers, they are commissioners of churches, 

24 they are the glory of Christ. Therefore in demonstrating 
toward them your love and our boasting on your behalf you 
are doing it in the face of their churches. 

And now the Apostle commends the collection to the incen- 
liberality of the Corinthians. First, he reminds them that 
; their credit w^as at stake. On the strength of their protesta- 
tions a year ago he had boasted to the Macedonians how 
much Corinth was doing, and now it turned out that Corinth 
had done nothing. Some of the Macedonians intended 
accompanying him to Achaia presently, and what w^ould they 
. think if they discovered on their arrival that his boasting had 
/ been groundless ? It was to obviate this unpleasant denoue- 
I ment that he was sending the three delegates in advance ; 
i and he bids the Corinthians retrieve their neglect and save 
^ his face, and their own faces too. Then he reminds them of 
the religious motive. It is the testimony of Scripture that 
1 ' God loves a blithe giver ’ and recompenses liberality. It 
I is the sowing of a rich harvest. And there was a peculiar 
incentive in the present instance. The Gentile collection 

^ The general opinion of the Fathers that this distinguished brother was Luke 
; (Orig. in Eus. Hist. EccL vi. 25 ; Ilieronym, ; ‘ certain ’ quoted by Chrys. Cf. 

I Grot.) has been discredited by their fancy that evayyeXit^ refers to his 

Gospel, which in fact was not yet written. Nevertheless the identification is highly 
■ probable. He had laboured for over five years in Macedonia, and of no other, 
so far as evidence goes, could it have been said that ‘his praise was all over the 
; churches.’ And from his introduction of the first pers, pron. in Ac. xx. 4, 5 it 
appears that he had been with Paul at Corinth and accompanied him on bis return 
journey through Macedonia- From vex. 2 it appears that he did not accompany 
him from Macedonia to Corinth, and it is a reasonable supposition that he was one 
of the delegates who had preceded him (ch ix. 3-5). 


Prov. xxii. 
S LXX, 


Ps. cxii. 9. 

Is. Iv. 10, 

Hos, X, ja 
LXX. 
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for the Jewish poor was not merdy a worthy charity ; it 
was a statesmanlike enterprise. It was an effective irenicon, 
tending to the reconciliation of Christendom by demonstrat- 
ing to the Jewish Christians that Gentile Christianity was 
a practical reality. * Thanks to God,’ cries the Apostle, 

‘ for His unspeakable boimteousness ’ — the regal munificenc^^ 
of His grace ! ^ That was the supreme and overmasterin^j^j^ 


incentive. 


led 


ix. I Regarding the ministry to the saints ® it is indeed supe^^*^ 

2 fluous for me to write you. For I know your eagemes^ed 
and I am boasting of it on yoirr behalf to the Macedonians-his 
that Achaia has been prepared a year ago ; and your zeagh 

3 stimulated most of them. And I am sending the brotherSg^ 
that our boast on your behalf may not be an empty one iri ^ 
this particular — that, as I was sapng, you may be prepared, 

4 lest it be that, if Macedonians come with me and find yot^d 
unprepared, we — to say nothing of you — may be put td : 

5 shame where w’e thought we had standing-ground.® There-u. 
fore I deemed it necessary to appeal to the brothers tha 4 f» 
they should go beforehand to you and arrange beforehand",/’ 
your promised blessing, that it may thus be ready as a bless-S® 

<1 ing and not as an exaction. And here is the rule : ‘ Niggardly^® 
sowing, a niggardly harvest ; bountiful sowing, a bountifule- 
7 harvest.’ ^ Let each give as he has decided beforehand iniy 
his heart, not as a grievous or necessary duty ; for ‘ Goo,- 
s loves a blithe giver.’ And God has the power to bestov* 
abundance of every grace upon you, that you may in every^® 
thing ever have every sufficiency ® and abound in every goodly 

9 work, as it is written : ‘ He scattered ; he gave to the poor .ds 

10 Ms righteousness abides for ever.' And He who fumisheeus 
' seed to the sower and bread for eating ’ will furnish aniLl 
multiply your seed, and make ‘ the fruits of your righteous- ® 

11 ness ’ grow ; while at every turn you are enriched for everj-^^" 
sort of liberality which through us works out thanlagivinf 

12 to God, because the ministry of tMs sacred service does noke- 
only supply the wants of the saints but also overflows into 

Cf, 11. on Rom. V. 15, p. 407. 

yap Tjjs SiaKoyla^j * I have written of my delegates and not of iht^ss 
collection, it is superfluous to write of the latter'— a courteous expression oi)ts 
con iBdeiice in their liberality. 

® Cl. n. on xi. 17, p. 332.' 

^ A proverb. Cf. n. on GaL vi. 7, p. 218, 

* aMpK€iaj properly a philosophical term, * self-sufficingnes-s/ ‘mdependence,' 
hut frequent in Common Greek in the. sense of *the necesMiy fitting amount/ 

Cf» Moulton and Milligan, 
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xs a stream of tbaiiksgiving to God* The proof of you which 
this ministry affords moves them to glorify God for your 
confessed allegiance to the Gospel of Christ and the liberality 

14 of your impartation to them and to all ; while they also 
in prayer on your behalf long for you by reason of God’s 

15 surpassing grace toward you. Thanks to God for His 
unspeakable bounteousiiess I 

The letter closes with exhortations to reconciliation, unity, Eshoua- 
aiid peace, befitting the penitent Church ; ^ and the Apostle 
appends his accustomed sign-manual. manuaL 

xiii. II And now, brothers, farewell. Be knit together,^ be com- 
forted, be of the same mind, be at peace ; and the God 

12 of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another 

13 with a saintly kiss. All the saints greet you. 

z4 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
. OF God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

WITH YOU ALL* 


V 


SOJOURN AT CORINTH 


Ac.: XX. 

3tf ; Rom, 


It was in the month of September, 56 A.D., that the glad Paul’s de- 
letter was despatched to Corinth. The Apostle remained 
yet a while in Macedonia not merely to complete his ministry 
there but to afford the Corinthians time to make their col- a. sCor. 
lection ere he should arrive among them ; and it was prob- 
ably about the beginning of December when he set out. 

He did not go alone. Several of the Macedonians ac- 
companied him — a Bercean named Sopater, the son of 
.pyrrhus, and two Thessalonians, Aristarchus who had been cf. Ac, 
at Ephesus when the riot took place and had been rudely 
pandled by the mob, and his fellow-toOTisman Seciindus. 

*He was attended also by Gains of Derbe • who bad suffered 
with Aristarchus in the riot, and by Tychicus and Trophimus, 


* x«xiii 10, the stem letter. Cf. pp. 327 ff, 

* Cf, n. on I Th. iii. lo, p. 161. 

* He is styled ^ Gains of Derbe’ (Ac. xx, 4) to distinguish him from Gains of 

Corinth, Paul’s host. Vaickenaer, followed by Blass, emends Vaios Aep^atm Kai 
lLip. 69 €os into VdXoSi A^pSutos M Ti^o^leos, * Gaius, and Timothy of Derbe ’ in view 
of the reading in Ac. xix. 29 (cf. p. 342). Timothy, however, belonged 

not Derbe but to the neighbouring Lystra, Cf.,- p. loo. 
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the two Ephesians who had shared his flight from the Asian 
Capital.! All these, at all events, were with him when he 
took his departure from Corinth three months later, and it 
is likely that they accompanied him thither. Corinth w'as 
merely a station in his journey to Jerusalem, and the three 
Macedonians had doubtless been delegated to convey their 
churches' contributions. 

He had a gracious reception on his arrival. He no longer 
needed to earn his daily bread ; for his convert and friencj, 
the large-hearted Gains, welcomed him into his home an|l 
hospitably entertained him. His visit lasted three months^, 
and to outward appearance it was an uneventful time. H^; 
engaged in no missionary activities ; indeed, in view of th^ 
perils and anxieties which he had recently sustained in Asia^ 
and Macedonia, it may well be supposed that he had need ok 
repose and welcomed the breathing-space which his sojourm 
at Corinth afforded. Yet the days did not pass unprofi.tably^ 
His mere presence was a benediction, and his gracious con- 
verse would comfort and confirm the penitent church. 
Above all, he employed himself in a task of measureless and 
enduring value ; for it was then that he composed the| 
grandest of his extant Epistles, a work which ranks as h^sj 
cliief literary monument and constitutes not the least precioui^ 
of Christendom’s sacred possessions.® 

From the outset of his career Jewish hostility had beeit 
the Apostle’s chief obstacle ; and more embarrassing thaiJj 
the enmity of the unbelieving Jews who accounted him 
renegade, a traitor to his people and his God, was the opposi-^ 
tion of those Jewish Christians who insisted on the permanent 
obligation of the ceremonial Law and reprobated his GospeJ 
of salvation for Jews and Gentiles by faith in Christ. It hac^ 
seemed as though the controversy were settled by the decree, 
of the Council of Jeru^lem at the beginning of the year 5c>,' 
and he had gone on his second mission with a light heart ; 


His em- 
ployment 
there. 

Cf. I Cor. i. 
14; Rom, 
xvi. 23. 


A treatise 
on the 
Judai.st 
contro- 
versy. 


^ For ’Adtaj^ot (Ac. xx. 4) Cod. Bcz. (D) reads ’Eg!»^(T 40 £, Trophimus was 
certainly an Ephesian (cf. Ac. xxi. 29), and so, it would appear (cf. Eph. vi. 21 ; 
2 Tim. iv. 12), was Tychicus also. 

® Cf. Coleridge, Talk, June 15, 1833 : ‘St. FauFs Epistle to the liomans 
is die most profound work in existence ; and I hardly believe that the writings of 
the old Stoics, now lost, could have, been deeper.’ 
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but on his return to Syrian Antioch in the spnng of 33 he 
iearned that Judaist propagandists had follow^ lura through 
Galatia and sown dissension in his churches there. He had 
remedied the mischief first by a hasty letter and then by a 
personal \dsit ; but as he proceeded on his third mission it 
appeared that they had tracked his footsteps westward and 
poisoned the minds of his converts in Macedoma and Achaia. 
It was a grave menace to the progress of the Gospel, dernanding 
more serious and effective treatment than he had hitherto, 
amid his manifold distractions, been able to accord it. His 
soioiirn at Corinth afforded him a fitting opportunity, and, 
he availed himself of it. He resumed the argument wnich 
he had rouglilv sketched in his impassioned remonstrance 
with the churches of GalatiaA defining the relation between 
the Law and the Gospel, expounding and enforcing ms 
doctrine of Justification by Faith, and examining the pio- 
blems which it involved. 

This treatise is the letter which is commonly known as 
‘ the Epistle to the Romans ’ ; and though the title is merely 
traditional, yet it seems to carry the Apostle’s express 
attestation. For he addresses ‘ all who are at Rome and 
presently affinns his eagerness to ‘ preach the Gospel to you 
also who are at Rome ’ ; and thus it would appear that the 
destination of the letter was the Christian community in the 
Imperial Capital. On closer scrutiny, however, a difficulty 

Turn to the closing chapter. This is a personal appendix 
It begins wdth a ‘ commendation ’ of Phoebe, the bearei of 
hhe letter, attesting her bonafdes and bespeaking a welcome 
for her ; and then foUows a long series of greetings to friends 
0f the Apostle in the church which he is addressing. It is 
here that the difficulty lies ; and it is twofold. On the one 
hand though this was an ambition which he had long cherished 
land hoped ere long to realise, he had never visited Rome ; 
and how then is it possible that in a church wluch he had 
iiever seen he should have had so many acquaintances, nay 
Untimate, personal friends— all that extensive catalogue of 

^ » Cf. Lightfoot, Gc!<ztians, p. 49= ‘The Epistle to Ae Galatians stands in 
relation to the Roman letter, as the rough model tp the finished statue. 
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Efshtsiwis 


them, 


19. 


men and women whom he specifies by name and greets with 
such close knowledge and tender affection ? 

Again, while the majority are strangers to us, there are 
three whom we recognise, and these belong not to Rome but 
to Ephesus. First of all, and with special honour and 
affection, he mentions Prisca and Aquila. It is true that 
they belonged originally to Rome ; but they had been 
banished thence by the anti- Jewish edict of the Emperor 
Claudius and had migrated to Corinth, where Paul had made 
their acquaintance in the autumn of the year 51.^ They had 
left Corinth with him in the spring of 53 and accompanied 
him to Ephesus.® There they settled, and they were still 
there when he returned in the ensuing October.* Theif 
house was his abode during his Ephesian ministry, and they^’ 
risked their lives on his behalf in the riot which so abruptli" 
Cf. aTim. terminated it in January, 56.* They were still at Ephesu^ 
some ten years later ; and hence it would appear that they 
were there at the time of the Apostle’s sojourn at Corinth] 
betwixt December, 56, and February, 57. Another to receive! 
a greeting is Eprenetus ; and he is designated ‘ Asia’s first- 
fruits for Christ.’ ® That is to say, he wns the earliest convert 
in the Province, and it was doubtless during the Apostle’s 
brief stay at Ephesus in the year 53, on his return journey tji 
Syrian Antioch, that he was won.® In any case, he was ai 
Ephesian, since it was at Ephesus that the Gospel was firsl, 
preached in the Province of Asia. 

The situation, then, is that this closing chapter of the letter!' 
apparently addressed, not to a community which, like the church at| 
not Rome Rome, Paul had never visited, but to one where he was wel# 
Ephestu. knovra and had numerous intimates. Such a community^ 
was the church at Ephesus ; and it is to it that the onlw 
familiar names in the catalogue of the Apostle’s friend® 
actually belonged. This circumstance, if it stood alone,!; 
would indicate that Ephesus was the destination of thelj. 


The des- 


* Ci. p. 151. 

Cf. p. 228. 


• Cf. p. 189. r 

* Eom. xvi. 5 I ivapx^ Acrkf «ABCD*FG, T.R. k disproved m 

only by documentary evidence but by the fact that ‘ the first-fruits of Achaia ' were 
the household of Stephanas (cf. i Cor. xvi. 15), 

• Cl. p. 191, : . 
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letter ; but the fact remains that it is expressly addressed 
to the church at Rome. 

The truth is that ' the Epistle to the Romans ' is an eu- Anencyci 
cyclical or circular letter.^ It deals, not with a local question , 
but with a matter of universal concern, a far-reaching con- 
troversy which had already disturbed the Churches of Galatia, 
Macedonia, and Achaia, and menaced the future progress of 
the Faith. The Apostle had dealt with it personally in 
those particular arenas ; but his adversaries were prosecut- 
ing their malign activities, traducing him where he was yet 
unknown and creating a prejudice which would be hard for 
him to overcome when he should journey thither. To obviate 
this embarrassment he wrote an encyclical dealing exhaus- 
tively with the question, and despatched it to the communities 
which were exposed to the assaults of the Judaist propagan- 
dists. His solicitude turned mainly in two directions. In 
the Province of Asia there were numerous Churches which, 
though he had never seen them, had been created by his 
ministry at Ephesus, particularly in the valley of the Maeander 
and the Lycus, that populous district wdience his physical 
malady had hitherto debarred him.® Among these were 
the Churches of Colossae, Laodiceia, and Hierapolis, and 
others wliich had been established by the labours of his 
Ephesian colleagues and converts but which had never ‘ seen cr. Coi. Ji. 
his face in the flesh.’ Then there was Rome, the Imperial 
Capital. She was the goal of the Apostle’s desire. The 
Gospel would never dominate the world until the mistress cr. Ac. xi*. 
of the world was won; and as he travelled ever farther Ron^xv!'' 
westward, he yearned more and more for the day when he 
would reach Rome. 

* I'his was first perceived by Renan, who distinguished four copies. The 

encyclical is i-xi ; and it was sent to (i) the Roman Church with xv added j (2) to 
the Ephesian Church with xii«xiv, xvi. 1-20 added ; (3) the Thessalonian Churcli 
with xif-xiv, xvi, 21 *24 added ; and {4) an unknown Church with xii-xiv, xvi. 

: 25 -,27 added. , His view Is criticised by Lightfoot {Bidl JSss,^ pp. 287 £), who 
iipposes that the Epistle as it stands ^^as addressed to the Roman Church, and 

Apostle subsequently adapted it as an encyclical by cutting off diap>. 

•, xvi and substituting the doxology (xvi 25-27)1: and also omitting ip 7, 

,). Cf. Hort’s criticism in same volume (pp. 321 ff.) ; also Appendix to W, H., 
pp, TiO'i3), The question is luminously treated by Lake {Ear Her Ep’Fiies cf St. 

Paul, chap. vi). * Cf. pp. 12 1 ff., 224, 
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It was thus needful, in the interest of the cause which lay 
so near his heart, that the truth should be presented in Asia 
and, alcove all, in Rome ; and it was for the Christians in the 
Imperial Capital especially that he composed this treatise, 
this exposition of the issues involved in the Judaistic con- 
troversy. As it stands, it is addressed ' to all who are at 
Rome, God's beloved,' ' to you also who are at Rome ' ; but 
this is not the original text. Our earliest manuscript dates 
from the fourth century,^ and in the text which Origen 
employed a century earlier the words ' in Rome ' are absent 
from the address. ^ This means that in the original draft of 
the encyclical the destination was left undefined. The 

address ran : * to all who are at , God's beloved,' ' to 

you also who are at ' ; and when the letter was assigned 

to a particular locality, the destination was entered in the 
blank space. The copies for the Province of Asia would 
be addressed ' to all,' * to you also, who are at CoIosscb' 

* Laodiceia/ and so forth ; and the copy for Rome ' to all,' 
' to you also, who are at Rome* 

And now turn to the close of the letter. What here arrests 
attention is the multiplicity of benedictions. A benediction 
commonly marks the conclusion of a letter, yet there are 
here no fafwer than three. The first closes the fifteenth 
chapter : ^ Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.' 
This should be the end ; but the Apostle proceeds further, 
and then he pronounces a second benediction : ' The grace 

* Codex Sinaiticus (^^). 

* Origen’s commentary on Roxn. exists only in a Latin version, and this reads 

* omnibus qui sunt Romce, dilectis Dei’ (ver. 7), ‘et vobis qui Romae estis’ 

(ver. 15) ; but that h was absent from his text is proved by a scholium in S 

(Codex Athous Laurss, or 9**^ c., based on the lost text of Origen’s com- 
mentary) : roD ‘fc’x' oi/T€ oHre iv riS p 7 )rip p,i>')}}jLOPev£L^ ‘he 

mentions “'at Rome” neither in the exposition nor in the passage’ the text 
prefixed to the exposition). This means that, while inserting iv in his text 

in deference to the MSS. of his day,, the scribe explains that the phrase wasa,l,>seni 
from the text of Origen which he is reproducing. It was necessary that tlie 
hiatus should be supplied in lectionary use, and eV ’Pc6^2? was naturally inseittxl, 
since the encyclical was destined tn Jrimzs for the Roman Church. Anotlscr 
device, however, appears in G (Codex Bcjernerianus Dresdensis, 9^^ c.}, which in 
ver. 15 omits tois and in ver, 7 reads rots otmp ip dydTrri Bmi', ‘to all 

who arc in the love of God.’ This was an early reading. Cf. Ambrstr. (4*^ c.) ; 
‘ Quamvis Romanis scribat, illis tamen scribere se signiheat qui in charitate Dei 
iuat.* 
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of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you/ And neither is tiiis 
the end. Fresh greetings follow,; , and then a third hene-ver. 34. 
diction : ' The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

Amen/ And thereafter the letter at length closes with a vers. 25- 
doxology. 

It seems a bewildering tangle; but a clue to its miraveh Appendix 
nient is furnished by the fact that the final doxology is placed mes&agGs. 
by numerous authorities at the close of the fourteenth 
chapter/ And this, it appears, was its original position. 

The fourteenth chapter concluded the encyclical, which, 
being properly a treatise and not a letter, fitly closed with a 
doxology rather than a personal benediction. And conceive 
what happened when the encyclical was despatched to its 
various destinations. Not only was the address inserted 
at the beginning but a personal message was appended at the 
close. It was sent to Rome, and indeed it was Rome that 
lay chiefly on the Apostle’s heart when he wrote it ; and 
then the fifteenth chapter was added by w^ay of a personal 
message. It was sent also to the Churches of Asia ; and 
then it was addressed to the mother-church at Ephesus for 
circulation in the Province, and it was accompanied by a 
personal message to the Ephesian Christians — the first 
twenty verses of the sixteenth chapter. And what of the 
ensuing paragraph ? It is a special greeting from the inner Vers. ax- 
circle of the Apostle’s friends and his amanuensis ; and it would 
be inserted after his personal message in every copy of the 
encyclical. All that he had written was accounted precious 
in after days, and it was inevitable that his messages to the 
great Churches of Rome and Ephesus should be pernio intly 
incorporated. The doxology, properly the close of the en- 
cyclical, was generalty transferred to the end as a fitting 

^ L (Cod. Angel. Rom., 9*^ c.), Syr. and Arm. Verss., Chrys. Origen 
Ep. ad Rom, Comm. x. 43) observes that the heretic Marcion c.) bad 
cut away not only the doxology but the whole of chaps, xv, xvi, making xiv. 23 
the close of the Epistle ; wdiile in the other copies, iininflueRced }.)y Marcion, he 
found the doxology diversely placed. In some codices it followed xiv, 23, 
wliereas in others it stood at the end of the Epistle, ut nunc est posiiimi. The 
fact is that Marcion’s text was not, as Origen supposes, a deliberate mutilation of 
the Epistle ; it was the original encyclical. And TertuUian also seems to have 
knotvn the Epistle in that abbreviated form ; at all events, be refers to xiv. 10 as 
occurring * in the closing section ' {in clausula), Cf. Adv, Marc, v, 14. 
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conclusion of the whole ; ^ and then the preceding benedic- 
tion appeared superfluous. It seemed to copjists an acci- 
dental repetition of the previous benediction ; and hence it 
is omitted in the principal manuscripts.* 

Though Timothy was vith the Apostle, he did not on this 
occasion serve as his amanuensis. The office was performed 
by one Tertius, who is otherwise unknown. An expert hand 
was required for the execution and redriplication of so im- 
portant a document, and Tertius was doubtless a professional 
scribe ; possibly he may have been the private secretary' of 
Gaius. In any case he was a Christian ; and it is evident 
that he was a personage of some consequence in the Coiinth- 
ian Church, else he would hardly have presumed to send his 
greeting to the various Churches which received the ency- 
clical. 

ENCYCLICAL ON JUSTIFICATION 
(‘ Epistle to the Romans ') 

INTRODUCTION (i. I-15) 

The letter opens with the customary address; and the 
Apostle with characteristic skill elaborates the stereotyped 
formula, and defines at the outset the main issues of the 
controversy. The Judaist attack was directed principally 
against his Apostleship and his Gospel ; and here he vindi- 
cates both. His Apostleship rested on a double basis. He 
was an Apostle by redemftion, since he was ‘ a slave of Jesus 
Christ,' 'bought for freedom’ ; ® and hy divine appointment, 
since he had been ' set apart,’ first, in God’s eternal purpose 
and, then, by his ‘ calling ’ in due season. And as for his 
Gospel, his message of salvation for Jew and Gentile, it was 
no innovation, as the Judaists alleged, but the fulfilment of 
an ancient promise enshrined in the prophetic Scriptures — 
the Saviour’s Incarnation and His glorious Resurrection. 

' ' : ■ , ' \ ^ F FF LA' ■ ''L :::;F Fr'' 

^ The theory that the doxology is a liturgical addition (c£. Lake, Earim 
EpisileSf pp. 359 E) is so far supported by its omission from Marcion’s text* 
®KABC. »CLp. 26 s. 
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1 Patilj a slave of Jesus Christ,^ by caUirtg an Apostle, set Gai. 

2 apart to preach God's Gospel which He promised in advance 

3 through His Prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning 
His Son, w^ho was a descendant of David according to the 

4 flesh and was defined ' Son of God | in power, according to 
the Spirit of Holiness, by the resurrection of the dead ^ — 

3 Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Him we received grace and 
apostleship for the achievement of faith's surrender among 

6 all the Gentiles on His Name's behalf, including you wdio by 

7 calling are Jesus Christ's. To all who are at , God's 

beloved, by calling saints. Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Apostle w^as addressing churches which he had never Personal 
yet visited, and he apprehended that they might be aggrieved 
at Iiis seeming neglect. Indeed it is likely that during his 
long ministry at Ephesus he had intended visiting the numer- 
ous churclies in the Province and they had complained of 
his remaining all the w’^hile in the capital and denying them 
the privilege of seeing his face and hearing his voice. And 
so, ere entering upon his argument, he absolves himself from 
blame. He assures his readers of his affectionate and 
prayerful interest in them, his desire to see them, and his 
hope that he might ere long achieve it. It wvas notorious 
liow his purpose had hitherto been overruled by the provid- 
ence of God, and it could simply be ' wilful ignorance ' on 
their part if they persisted in suspecting him of deliberate 
neglect. 

;,s' , First, I' thank my ' God through- Jesus Christ for you all, ■ 

; - * The authorities vary between ^I'ricrov Xpi<rTou '(^SAEGKLP, -Chxys.) and ■ 
XpiffTov 'h]crQ 0 (B, Arm., Orig., Aug., Ambrstr.). The distinction is that T.X. 
starts from our Lord’.s humanity and rises to His deity (cf. Chrys. : Kal ra 
CLKotfo^iias dvopara ■srpo/^dXXeraf, KaTwOep dva^alpojp dp ca)-^tliQ Synoptic order? 
whereas X.’I. starts from His deity and descends to His humanity—tlie Johannine 
■order. V,. , ■ 

® The Christ (Messiah) of Jewish expectation was Mhe Son of God’ merely as 
the King of Israel (cf. Pss. ii. 6, 7, ixxxix. 27) of David’s lineage,*' but our Lord- 
w’as defined JSon. ....of' God ’ in- a deeper ..sense -by (-i)' His.. 'miraculous, powder, , ' 
ip dvpdp€L (cf. XV. 19), (2) His perfect holiness, Awd d'ytwudt’???, and (3) 

..His .Resurrection. . fl ' not.-' simply- the 'resinrection , of Christ . . 

(•■-.vhich would be e'l ai> 7 ov in vetcpQp), but that also of all who are 

united to Him. His resurrection w’-as not .solitary :-..;it-involved. the resurrection ..of' 
believers (cf, I Cor. XV. 20-23). 

® xpusTQP p 4 v should be balanced by elm -. 5 ^^ ...but, grammatical, sequence, .is ' 
clmracteristically overborne by the rush of thought. 
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9 that your faith is being noised all over the world God whom 
I serve in my spirit in the Gospel of His Son, is my witness 

10 how unceasingly I make mention of you, always in my prayers 
asking that now at length the way may, in the will of God, 

11 be cleared for me to visit you. For I am longing to see 
you, to impart to you some spiritual gift that you may be 

12 strengthened, or rather that w^e may both be comforted while 

x3 1 am among you by our mutual trust, yours and mine. And 

I do not wish you to ignore the fact,^ brothers, that many a 
time I have proposed to visit 3^11 — and I have been prevented 
up to this point — that I might win some harvest among you 

14 as 1 have done among the rest of the Gentiles. Both to 
Greelcs and to Barbarians, both to wise and witless,^ I am 

15 a debtor ; so I am all eagerness ^ to preach the Gospel to you 

also who are at , 


I 

DOCTRINAL (i. l6-v) 

The Apostle s Conception of Christianity : 

Justification by Faith (i. ib-iv) 

The thesis. First he enunciates his thesis in a twofold proposition: 
salvation is by faith and it is universal — not for the Jews 
only but for ' every one who has faith, both the Jew, in the 
first instance, and the Greek/ It may seem as though he 
invalidated Ids argument by inserting the phrase ' in the 
first instance ' and thus, apparently, according the Jews a 
position of preference.^ This, how^ever, were a misconstruc- 
tion of his thought. He indeed ascribes a priority to the 

^ cf. n. on i Th. iv. 13, p. 163. 

® A comprehensive designation of the Gentile world. The Greeks were the 
cultured and enlightened Gentiles (rofpol), and the Barbarians the rude races 
(di'STfToi), Cf. Hesycb. : ipphvtfioi ei're (rotpoV ^dp^apoif diraioevroL. 

^dpjSapos is onomatopoetic, and denotes a foreigner who spoke an unintelligible 
language, mere ‘babble’ in Greek ears. 

^ Three possible constructions : (i) to mr' i/JLd {d. Eph. vi. 21 ; Col. iv. 7 ; PhiL 
I 12) subj. and 7 rpodup(,Qp pred. : *my disposition is eager to preach the Gospel.’ 
rb /car’ i^e is then a periphrasis for (2} rb /car’ ipib irp 6 Ck'pi.oy subj. and 

€i<ayy€\i(xa(TdaL pred. : ‘ my eager desire {prope^isto ad me aitinens) is to preach 
the Gospel.’ (3) ro /car’ adverbial and parenthetic and irpbdvjiov nominal : 
‘thus, so far as I am concerned, there is an eager desire to preach the Gospel/ 

^ Hence Tpuirov h omitted by several authorities (BG, Tert). 
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Jews,, but it is a priority in opportunity and responsibility 
and not in privilege. They were the elect nation, and their 
histoiy had been a praparatio Evangelii. They were God's 
witnesses, the repositoiies and vehicles of His universal 
grace. The Synagogue was a divinely prepared nidus for 
the Gospel ; and therefore it was that wherever the Apostle 
arrived in the prosecution of his world- wide mission, he first cf. Ac. 
of all sought the Jewish community and presented his 
message to them ; and it was only when they rejected it and ^7-^8. 
refused their vocation, that he turned to the Gentiles. The 
Jews stood first in opportunity, and when they failed, they 
stood, first in condemnation. 

16 I am not ashamed of the Gospel : it is God's power for 
salvation to every one who has faith, both the Jewc in the 

17 first instance, and the Greek. For God's righteousness is 
evermore revealed in it as faith grows from more to more,^ as Hab. ii. 4, 
it is written : * The righteous man on the score of faith will 

live.' 

And now he proceeds to demonstrate his thesis. His its demon, 
argument is that other methods have been tried and have 
conspicuously and lamentably failed. He adduces succes- 
sively the experiences of the Gentile world and the Jewish, 
and shows how neither has attained righteousness ; and then 
he introduces the divine remedy. What mankind has failed 
to achieve has been made possible in Christ. 

I. Failure of the Gentiles to attain Righteousness (18-32) 

The law of the moral order is twofold : first, unrighteous- Neglect of 
ness is ever pursued by the wrath of God, the indignation 
wherewith, inasmuch as He is holy. He must needs regard N-ture. 
it and which, however its operation- be delayed, issues 
inevitable judgment ; and, second, knowledge is the measure 

^ A: 7r<Vrca’s eh Tfiffriy, a Jewish phrase denoting gradual progress, advancement 
from srage to stage. Cf. the Rabbinical maxim (quoted by Wetstein) : ‘ A man 
sittiiig and studying in the La\v advances from law to; law, from ordinance to 
ordinance, from verse to verse. ^ This is the principle of Intellectual progress, and 
it is the principle also of spiritual progress, Cf. 2 Gor. iii. i8 : dirb 06^'^^ 

€h oo^av. 


Cf. iii. ao ; 
Lk. xxiii, 
34; xTfm. 
I. 13. 
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of guilt • there is no guilt where there is no knowledge, no 
transgression where there is no law. It may seem as though 
the latter clause cleared the Gentiles. They had no Law like 
the Jews, and their ignorance should have absolved them. 
In fact, however, they were not ignorant. They ‘ possessed 
the truth,’ and their condemnation was that they ‘ possessed 
it in unrighteousness.’ They had indeed neither the Jewish 
revelation in the Law nor the better revelation in Christ ; 
but they had the revelation in Nature, ‘ that imiversal and 
public manuscript that lies expans’d unto the eyes of all,’ 
proclaiming the existence, the power, and the beneficence ^ 
of God. It was indeed meagre in comparison with the revela- 
tion of grace ; ji'et it was amply sufficient to render the un- 
righteousness of the Gentiles inexcusable. 

They had a revelation, and they perverted it. They 
closed their eyes to the light, and they were stricken with 
iudicial blindness.^ The tragedy began in pride, and it 
ended in folly — the folly of idolatry. There were two sorts 
of idolatry in the ancient world. One was the idolatry 
of the Greeks — the worship of the human. Their gods were 
‘ magnified men,’ more beautiful than mortals and also more 
passionate. They deified human attributes, and worsliipped 
not only Apollo, the god of light and beauty, but Dionysus, 
the god of the wine-cup ; not only Athene, the goddess of 
wisdom, but Aphrodite, the goddess of lust. Then there 
was animal-worship, which had its chief home in Egj-pt, that 
land of prehistoric civilisation. It was a gross superstition, 
and it was derided by the heathen of the West,® who were 
thus far at least superior, that in worshipping the human 
they worshipped a true ‘ image of God.’ Nevertheless both 
kinds of idolatry degraded their votaries. The law is that 
men grow like the objects of their worship ; and the heathen 
were like their idols — ^licentious and brutal. 

*8 For God’s wrath is evennore revealed from heaven against 

all impiety and unrighteousness of men who possess the truth 

* Implied in riixafiUrT 7 i<ray (ver. ai). Cf. Ac. xiv. 17 ; xvii. 25. 

* Cf. vers. 21, 22. Obsen’e the transition from act. {Idoiaaav, jjtfxa/tio-njiraj'! 

to pass, {liiarai^e^a-ay, imorlffev, inapiverimv). The perversion of the revelation 
was their own act, and the consequence was God’s judgment. They closed their 
eyes, and God blinded them. • Cf. Juv. xv. 1-4. 
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19 ill unrighteousness/ inasmuch, as what may be perceived of 
God is manifest among them ; for God manifested it to them. 

50 For ever since the creation of the world His invisible attributes 
—His everlasting power and divinity — ^have been clearly seen/ 
being conceived by His works, that they might be inexcusable, 

2x inasmuch as, though they had recognised God, they did not 
glorify Him as God or give Him thanks. No, they were 
stricken with futility in their reasonings, and their stupid 

22 heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they were be- 

23 fooled, and ' changed the glory ' of the incorruptible God cn, m 
' for the similitude ' of an image of corruptible man and fowls 

and quadrupeds and reptiles,® 

The evidence lay before all eyes in the actual condition of Moral 
the heathen world in those days ; and the Apostle points 
to the prevalence of that unnatural vice w^hich disgraced 
pagan society and stains so many pages of classical literature. 

He sees in it a direct judgment of God. The heathen 
abandoned God, and God abandoned them to uncleanness. 

Nor did the tragedy end there. Lust is, in the first instance, 
self-degradation ; but its malignant operation extends 
beyond the indi'^ddual. ' It hardens all within, and petrifies 
the feeling/ and it makes the sinner a curse to his fellow- s. 

The prevailing licentiousness blasted the heathen world; 
and the Apostle depicts this final stage of the moral declen- 
'sion."'T" 

24 And therefore God abandoned them in the lusts of their 
hearts to uncleanness, that their bodies might be degraded 

25 among them ; ^ since they exchanged the truth of God for the 
lie/ and adored and served the creature rather than the 

:26 Creator/ who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this reason ' it 
is that God abandoned them to degmding passions. Their 
2; females exchanged the natural use for the unnatural; and 

^ mrixuv^ not ‘hold down’ (R.V.), but a strengthened ‘have in one’s 
'■gmsp,’ /" have and hold/ '‘ possess.’ : Gf. 2 'Cor. vi. ^ 

KaOopap (cf. K(t,Tix^iv), a strengthened hpcLv, Cf, Job 3C. 4 s (kavep fSporoi 
‘ Is Thy clear vision as a mortal’s vision 

* Cf, Strabo, 813. , . 

^ The MSS. vary between ip aMit (the better, attested)' and/# imrott. With 
the former dnp,di'€(r0at is pass. ! ‘.that .their bodies 'might be dishonoured among' 
them’ ; with the latter,' mid.'i ‘that they might .dishonour' their, bodies with one 
another.’ - - . . 

* That Is, ‘the idol’ (cf. Rev. x%l a;, xm- 15), .since. «a idol (1) is itself false 

and (3) deceives Its worshippers* ' . . 

® Cf. p, 320 . 7/.'-'','':...^^^^^^ 
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the males likewise forsook the natural use of the female and 
were inflamed in their desire for one another, males with males 
working unseemliness and receiving in their own persons the 
«8 inevitable retribution of their error. And as they did not 
think God worth keeping in recognition, God abandoned them 

29 to a worthless mind to do unlitting tilings,^ The}^ were 
replete with every sort of unrighteousness, rascality, greed, 
malice; they w-ere laden with * murdering mischief/ - strife, 

30 craft, spitefulness ; ’whisperers, calumniators, haters of Godp 
bullies, s^vaggerers, braggarts,^ inventors of evils,^ disobedient 

3xto parents, stupid, faithless, destitute of natural affection, 
32 pitiless. Fully cognisant of God’s righteous ordinance, that 
those who practise such things are worthy of death, they not 
only do them but applaud those who practise them. 

It is a ghastly picture of cruelty and terror and despair, 
yet it is a sober delineation. It is drawm from life, and 
perhaps the surest demonstration of its verisimilitude is a 
recital of certain large and definite enormities which cast a 
lurid light on the multitudinous details of the Aposth/s 
indictment. 

(i) The practice of delation. A despot is never secure, 
and the Roman Emperors were haunted by continual 

^ A play upon doKifid^eLp and dSdKifjLos (cf. note on i Th. v. 21, p. 165). 
Literally, ‘as they did not approve God to have Him in full recognition, God 
abandoned them to a reprobate mind.* 

* (l>$ 6 vos <p 6 voi, a jingling byword (cf. Gal. v. 21 T. R.), not to be pressed 
literally. Cf, lamblichus (in Suidas) : rh ScTL/repoP rod (p$ 6 vov ypdfi/xa eOpois 

rbp (poPOP y^ypapipivop, 

® Either deoa-rijyeis (act.), ‘hating God,* Dei osof-es (Cypr., Euth. Zig.) or 
deo(rTuyHs (pass.), ‘hated by God,* ‘hateful to God,* Dea odibiles (Vulg.). Tlie 
former is the more suitable to the context, all the other epithets being active. 

‘ Agitur enim de vitiis, non de pcenis* (Grot.). It is true that, wherever else it 
occurs in extant literature, the word is passive 5 but the active use is equally 
possible, and Suidas assigns both uses to it and takes it as act. here : ol bird & 6 o 9 
Microb/zepoif fcal ol Qeop pLt(rovpr€s. rrapd rip *Ato(tt6\ip ^ Qeoarvyu^^ oi/x* ol otto 
B eoD p:icrob,u€POi dXX* 01 jiutroOpres top 0e6j'. 

v^piardsi vrepTjcpdPov^, dXa^dpas. d^pLS, coarse insolence, exhiluted in physical 
violence (cf. Mt. xxii. 6 ; Lk, xviii. 32). virep :<l}ipia, insolent, overweeinng 
pride, the spirit of a haughty and scornful aristocrat (cf. Lk. i. 51). dXal'opla, 
‘braggadocio,* vain and unwarranted pretension. Def. Fiat. : TTpocrTroiyiriKij 

dyaOov dyad^v twp vTrapx^vriev. Cf. I Jo. ii. X6 ; i) dXai'o^'k rod fibv, ‘the 
braggart boast of life.’ This article of the Apostle’s indictment is illustrated by 
Juvenal’s picture of the dangers of the city streets after nightfall (iir. 268 ff.), 

* Existing vices lost their piquancy, and men taxed their ingenuity to invent 
new ones. Cf. Tac. Jnn, vi. i ; * tuneque primum Ignota antea vocabula repert® 
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apprehension of conspiracy. What reason they had appears 
from the startling fact that of the twelve who reigned during 
the first century, only three were suffered to die natural 
deaths ; and it is little wonder that, breathing an atmosphere 
of suspicion, they pursued a policy of jealous surveillance 
and ruthless intimidation. It was a reign of terror. The 
merest trifle — a word, a jest, a look, a gesture — was liable 
to a sinister construction, and was visited with condign 
vengeance. The only safety lay in fulsome adulation and 
denunciation of offences against the imperial majesty ; and 
a law of Tiberius, assigning to the informer a share in his 
victim's property,^ encouraged the iniquity which darkened 
the life of Rome until it was abolished during the brief reign 
of Pertinax (a.d. ig2-ig3), A mere accusation sufficed. 
Condemnation was certain, and the victim generally an- 
ticipated his doom by self-destruction.^ It is told that 
during the dark days of Nero's reign a drunken fellow used 
to go about the cit}^ singing the Emperor’s songs and de- 
nouncing all who did not listen admiringly and contribute 
liberally.^ The Roman satirist speaks of an informer 
* slitting throats with a fine-edged whisper ' ; ^ and it is the 
informers that the Apostle has in view when he speaks of 
' whisperers, calumniators.' 

( 2 ) The prevalence of suicide. Here is the conclusion ( 2 ) The 
of an epistle where the philosopher Seneca discourses on the 
uncertainty of the world : ^ 'You know this— to how many 
death is useful, how many it frees from tortures, poverty, 
complaints, punishments, disgust. We are not in the power 
of any so long as death is in our own power.’ 

' Nor stony tower, nor walls of beaten brass, 

Nor airless dungeon, nor strong links of iron, 

Can be retentive to the strength of spirit ; 

But life, being weaiy of these worldly bars, 

Never lacks power to dismiss itself. 

If I know tliis, know all the world besides* 

^ Tac. n. 33. 

^ Sen. De Benef. ill. 26. 

® I'hilostr. Vit. ApolL Tyan, v. 39, 

^ Juv. IV. no: ‘ teDui juguloh aperirc susunn/ 

* Ef'isi. xci, 

2 B 
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That part of tyranny that I do bear 
I can shake off at pleasure.’ ^ 

Suicide was appallingly frequent in that age and, it is 
significant, less among the lower orders than among the 
wealthy and distinguished members of society. Sometimes 
it was resorted to as an escape from tyranny, but in most 
cases the motive was sheer weariness of hfe, the disgust of 
hearts sated with pleasure and sick of disillusionment. Amid 
the wealth and luxury and pride of her high civilisation 
Rome w'as stricken with the curse of her own iniquity. 

'On that hard Pagan world disgust 
And secret loathing fell. 

Deep weariness and sated lust 
Made human life a hell.’ 

(3) The sadness of heathen society was matched by its 
cruelty. It was, as the Apostle observes, not merelj? ‘ piti- 
less ’ but ‘ destitute of natural afiection,’ that tenderness 
which the very brutes have for their kind and especially for 
their offspring.® If evidence be required, there is no lack. 
There is, for example, the horrible custom of destroying 
weakly children. Realise, rvhat it means that Seneca, a 
Roman scholar and gentleman, could write thus with never 
a qualm : ® ‘ We strike down mad dogs ; we butcher a fierce 
and wild ox, and knife sickly cattle lest they infect the herd ; 
we destroy monstrous offspring ; children too, if they are bom 
weakly and deformed, we drown. It is not anger but reason 
to separate the useless from the healthy.’ And there is the 
barbarity of exposing infants. As soon as a child was born, 
it was brought and laid at its father's feet. If he ‘ took it 
up,' * it was reared in his family ; but he need not take it 
up unless he chose. If he shrank from the trouble ;md 
expense of rearing it or had already as many children as he 
desired and objected to further subdivision of the inheritance, 
he would let it lie ; and then it was ‘ exposed ’ — thrown out 
to die on a mountain-side or other desolate place, like the 

* Shak. Jal. Cm, I. iii 93 ff. 

* (TTopyi). Chrys. compares Ecclus. siii. 15 s ’rS*' fiSor iyairf ri Sfiotev etireS, 

ml rhv adrov, 

* Ds /m, L 15, 
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infant CEdipu$ on Mount Cithseron, It is an eloquent fact 
that, though the Greek and Latin languages have each 
several words for ‘ house,’ neither has a word for ‘ home.' 

And the reason is that it is ‘ natural affection ' that makes a 
home, and lust had banished natural affection from the 
lieathen world. Natural affection, and pity too. WTiat 
pity was there in a society which tolerated the institution 
of slavery ^ and was entertained with gladiatorial combats 
and fights between criminals and wild beasts in the circus ? ® 

And these enormities provoked no protest. The heathen 
‘ not only did such things but applauded those who practised 
them.’ That was the climax of their guilt, their utter con- 
demnation. The mere doing of evil need not argue depravity, 
since one may be hurried by passion into conduct which he 
disapproves in calmer mood, and one never realises the 
enormity of a sin until it has been committed and stands 
before him in hideous actuality. But it condemns a man if 
he contemplates wickedness and accords it his sympathy 
and approval. 

2. Failure of the Jews to attain Righteousness (ii, iii) 

The Apostle's indictment of heathendom would command indictment 
the approval of liis Jewish readers. They despised the 
Gentile world, and the exhibition of its depravity would 
gratify their national prejudice. But now he turns to the 
other side of his argument and shows that, if the Gentiles 
have failed to attain righteousness, the Jews have failed no 
less signally and with far less excuse. The very iniquities 
which they condemned in the Gentiles, they practised them- 
selves. 

ii, 1 And therefore you are inexcusable, you man whoever you 
are that judge. In passing judgment on your neighbour 
you pronounce judgment against yourself ; for you practise 
the self-same things, you that judge. 

It vitiated the moral judgment of the Jews that they Refutation 
conceived themselves as occupying a privileged position. 

They were Abraham’s descendants, and they reasoned that, ttdence: 

‘ Cf. pp. 569 ff. I Cf. p. 254. 


Cl Mt. iii. 
8-10 ; Jo. 
viii. 33- 39' 


(i) Impar- 
tiality of 
God’s 
judgment. 


Ps. Ixii. 12 ; 
Prov, xxiv. 
12 . 


{a) Univer- 
sality of 
moral obli- 
gation. 
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since God had made a covenant with Abraham and his seed 
after him to all generations, the}^ were permaBently secure : 
whatever they might do, the engagement stood. Against 
this fatal confidence the Apostle arrays two stern truths. 

One is the impartiality of God's judgment. His sentence 
is ' according to truth ' : it is not arbitrary ; it is determined 
by realities. The sole test recognised by Scripture is conduct : 
' He will render to each according to his works ' ; and the 
mistake of the Jews lay in their failure to perceive that their 
peculiar privileges were gracious appeals, and if they dis- 
regarded these, they would then receive the heavier doom. 
First in opportunity, they would be first in condemnation. 

2 We know that the doom of God lights according to truth on 

3 those who practise such things. But is this your reckoning, 
you man that pass judgment on those who practise such things 
and do them the while — that you will escape tlie doom of 

4 God ? Or is it that you despise the riches of His kindness 
and forbearance and long-suffering, ignoring the fact that the 

5 kindness of God is drawing you to repentance ? But, obdurate 
as you are and impenitent in heart, 3-011 are storing up for 
yourself wrath on the Day of Wrath — the Day when the 

6 righteousness of God's judgment will be revealed. He 'will 
? render to each according to his works ' : to those who by the 
path of persistence in good work are seeking glory and honour 

8 and incorruption, life eternal ; while to those who are factious 
and disobedient to the truth but obedient to unrighteousness, 

9 the award will be wrath and fury. Distress and anguish will 
light upon every human being who works out evil, both the 

10 Jew, in the first instance, and the Greek. But glor}?^ and 
honour and peace are the portion of every one who works 

11 good, both the Jew^ in the first instance, and the Greek. For 
there is no respect of persons with God.^ 

The other truth is the universality of moral obligation. 
Neither Jew^s nor Gentiles were exempt. For both alike 
sin involved condemnation — for the Gentiles who have no 
Law, since they have the revelation in Nature and Conscience; 
and for the Jews who have the Law, since it is not the know- 
ledge of the Law that avails but its observance. 

12 All who have sinned without the Law, without the Law will 
also perish ; and all who have sinned within the Law, in terms 

^ An epigram disposing of the Jewish claim to special privilege. Oi 
cf. p. 199. 
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13 of the Law will be judged. For it is not the hearers of the Law 
that are righteous with God; no, it is the doers of the Law 
x4 that will be accounted righteous (For, when Gentiles who have 
no Law, do by natural instinct the Law's requirements, these 
men, though they , have no Law, are a Law to themselves, 

15 since they display the Law's work written on their hearts, 
their conscience bearing witness with it and their reasonings 

16 debating in condemnation or defence.) ^ on the Day when 
God judges the secrets of men according to my Gospel through 
Christ Jesus. 

Here is the principle which condemned the Jews and justified The vain 
the Apostle's indictment of them as no less guilty than the 
Gentiles- Their very name was a proud distinction, since 
in the Hebrew Jew means ‘ praised ' ; and they boasted of Cf. Gen. 
their high privileges, oblivious that these were their heavy ’ 
condemnation. 'Here he has the Rabbis particularly in 
view — those Scribes and Pharisees whom the Lord had so Mt. xxiii. 
terribly impeached. They were the custodians and inter- 
preters of the Sacred Law, ' the Teachers of Israel ' ; and the Jo* jit 3:0, 
Apostle's allegation, like the Lord's, is that their conduct 
was a flagrant violation of their teaching and a stark in- 
vdidation of their pretensions. The Law forbade theft, and cf. Mt. 
the Rabbis practised it in the most heartless fashion by their *5!”* 
cruel impositions and greedy exactions in the name of religion. 

The Law forbade adultery, and they were grossly inconti- 
nent.^ They abhorred idols, yet, says the Apostle, they had 
no scruple in enriching themselves by the plunder of heathen 
temples. And the charge is amply authenticated. It is 
recorded ® that in the year 19 a.d. a Jew, who had committed 

^ Another m.arginah (cf. p. 245). The Apostle is here enforcing the universality 
of moral obligation, and in order to beat down the Jewish pretension to special 
privilege he has affirmed that the obligation rests no less on the than on 

tlie 6.P0110L, On reading over the manuscript he perceives the probability of the 
objection being raised that, while it is just that the Jews who sinned in spite of 
the restraint of the Law should be piinislied, it were unjust that the Gentiles, 
lacking that advantage, should be held guilty. And so he adds this marginal 
comment, recalling his previous statement (cf. i. 19, 20) that, though they have- 
no special revelation, the Gentiles have the revelation' in Nature and Conscience 
and are therefore inexcusable. Observe the graphic metaphor ; a law-court wdth 
legal code, witness, prosecutor, advocate, judge. The Unwritten Law {ypa^trov 
iv rats KapSlais a-urojp) is the statute, Conscience the witness, their reasonings 
prosecutor and advocate, God. the Judge. 

® CL Tke Dafs pf Ms Fksk^ p. 414. , * Ani> xviil. iii. 5* 
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some illegality in his own country and escaped to Rome, set 
up there as a Rabbi, and gained such influence over a wealthy 
proselyte, a Roman lady named Fiilvia, that she entrusted 
him and three accomplices with the conveyance of a costlj^ 
offering of purple and gold to the Temple at Jerusalem, and 
they appropriated it to their own use. The rascality wMcii 
plundered the Lord's treasury, would not spare heathen 
shiines ; and the Jews of the Dispersion were notorious!}' 
addicted to temple-robbery, insomuch that a notion prevailed 
in the Gentile world that the name of their capital was 
originally Hierosyla, ' the Temple-robber/ and they had 
subsequently altered it to Hierosolyma^ Such was the 
odium which they thus incurred that a Jewish Law w^as 
enacted for the repression of the scandal. ‘ Let no one,’ 
it ran,^ ' blaspheme the gods which other cities recognise. 
No one must plunder alien temples or reset a treasure 
dedicated to any god.' 

17 But if you bear the grand name of ‘ Jew,' and pillow your 

18 head on the Law,® and boast in God, and read His will, and 

19 are an adept in casuistry,^ having the Law by heart,^ and are 
confident that you are yourself * a guide of the blind,' * a light 

20 to those in darkness,' ' an instructor of the senseless/ ' a 
teacher of babes,' possessing the embodiment of knowledge 

91 and truth in the Law ; ® — ^you, then, that teach your neighbour, 
do you not teach yourself ? You that preach against stealing, 
as do you steal ? You that talk about not committing adulter}^ 
do you commit it ? You that abhor idols, do you pillage 

* Jos. Contra Apion. I, 34. 

* Jos. Ant. IV. viii. 10. 

* Alexander the Great so admired Homer that he slept with the volume under 

his pillow, Cf. Plut. Aleoc. 8, Eustath. Prcefat. Iliad, i. 20 : "OfirjpiKw 

^Ttay 6 }jL€VOS fcai rijv K€<^aXV» 8r« {twovp Sioif 

* SoKt/id^€is Bict^povra. 8oKi^d|*eiy, either ‘test’ or ‘approve’ after testing 
(cf, note on X Th. v, 21, p. 165), hutfpipeiVy either ‘differ’ or ‘be better than,^ 
Hence ^<iKip>^uv rh Siatpipovra^ either ‘test the things that differ ’ or ‘approve the 
things that are excellent.’ The former is preferable, the reference being to the 
Habbical penchant for casuistical refinements, nice distinctions. Cf. The Days of 
:Ms\Fimhi pp.; 132,; 299, 

* Karn^Xod}j.€vo$ Ik tov vhp.ov^ * being catechised out of the Law.’ ®ral instruction 
was the method in the Jewish schools, and a Jew had the Law committed to 
memory in childhood. Cf. p. 23. The Days of Mis Fksk^ p. xvil. 

« either ‘shaping/ or^ ‘the thing shaped/ ‘embodiment’ Suid. s 

, Here ‘embodiment/ What a statue Is to the 
sculpto/s conception, that the Law is to knowledge and truth. 
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fs temples ? You who boast in the Law, do you by the trans- is, hi s;_ 
34 gression of the Law dishonour God ? For ‘ the name of God 
is on your account being calumniated among the Gentiles/ as xilh ; 
it is written, ■. . ' NeH. yi,9,, 

' And no less futile was the Jewish confidence in, the rite The vain 
of Circumcision. It was the seal of the Covenant between c^cum- 
God and Abraham and his seed after him throughout their 
generations, the symbol of Israel's separation from defilement, xvii. 7.13. 
her consecration, her fellowship with God.^ In course of 
time, however, the Jews had fallen into the crass error of 
confounding the symbol and the reality. They ascribed a 
magical efficacy to the mere rite and conceived it as con- 
stituting them heirs of the Promise and differentiating them 
from the Gentiles whom they stigmatised as * uncircumcised 
dogs/ And thus, instead of keeping ever before them the 
necessity of purity of heart and life, it rendered them heed- 
less of ethical distinctions and inspired them with a spirit of 
national pride and religious bigotr}^. To this fatal mis- 
conception the Apostle opposes a twofold principle : since 
the value of Circumcision lies not in the mere rite but in its 
spiritual significance, it follows that, though the rite be ob- 
served, there is no true Circumcision where the spiritual reality 
is lacking, and, conversely, wffierever there is the spiritual 
reality, there also is Circumcision, though the rite be lacking. 

A circumcised transgressor of the Law has no title to ' the 
grand name of Jew^ ' ; and an uncircumcised Gentile who 
keeps the Law’’ is a son of Abraham and an heir of the Promise. 

25 For circumcision profits if you practise the Law ; but if you 
be a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has turned 
::26 out uncircumcision. If, then, ' one who is circumcised keep 
the righteous requirements of the Law, will not his uncircum- 
27cision be reckoned as circumcision ? And the man wlio from 
natural circumstances is uncircumcised, wall in performing the 
La^v judge you W’ho, in possession of a written code and of 
,28'circumcision, are a transgressor of the Law^. , . For it is' not the , ' 
visible Jew that is really a Jew, nor is it the visible circum- 

^ Circumcsslon was older than the time of Abraham, and it was practised in 
after; days : not'. by ;„the: Jews' .done , but by ^ .the ::Edoraites,.: the Ammonites, .the ■; : 
..Moabites,' .the ."Fhc^nickns,^;^ Egyptians (cf., Jer, 'lx.: 25, 26). „ It,^ was; ar ■ 

^Selnitie :usage,- and;. Its distinction .in Israel ' was. .the .significance ^attached; to ; 

Cf . ' Hardwick, CMrisi m$d Othr MasUrs^ pp. 490 ff. 
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29cisioii in the flesh that is reall}^ circumcision. No, it is the 
secret Jew that is really a Jew ; and his circumcision is circum- 
cision "of heart, in spirit, not in a written code. And his 
' praise ' is not from men but from God. 

Jewish The Apostle has now established his thesis. He has 
objections; demonstrated the failure of manldnd, the Jews no less than 
the Gentiles, to attain righteousness ; and it remains that 
he should press home the inevitable conclusion and exhibit 
God’s remedy for the universal malady — Justification by 
Faith. But here he pauses and, to " make assurance double 
sure ’ and close every loophole of escape, he reviews a series 
of objections which a Jew might urge. They are the diffi- 
culties which had engaged his own mind at the crisis of his 
religious experience ; and he presents them in a sort of musing 
soliloquy. Meanwhile he merely states them summarily and 
dismisses them abruptly, reserving their discussion. And 
he resumes them in the subsequent course of his argument. 

1. What of First, on the principle of Justification by Faith in Christ 
pre^eLln^ apart from the Works of the Law, what becomes of Israel’s 
p.rf*? historic pre-eminence? If her distinctive rite of Circum- 
cision was worthless, she was reduced to the common level 
of the nations of mankind. The answer is that Israel’s 
supreme distinction was that she had been the repository of 
revelation ; and that was an imperishable glory. 

jii. I ' What becomes, then, of the pre-eminence of the Jew, or 
a of the profit of the Circumcision ? ’ It is a great thing 
from every point of view. Primarily because they were 
entrusted with the Oracles of God.^ 

2. What of Again, what of the faithfulness of God ? He was pledged 
Sithfui- to Israel by an inviolable covenant ; and whatever her 

unfaithfulness, He would stand true. Of course a covenant 
is a mutual agreement and it is cancelled by the dislo3'"alty 
of either party ; but the Apostle does not stay to expose the 
fallacy. He simply repudiates the vain argument. 

3 ' Very well ; if some proved unfaithful, will their unfaitliful- 

4 ness invalidate the faithfulness of God ? ' Away with the 

^ \ayioif in classical literature ‘an oracle’; so generally ‘a divine utterance.* 
Cf. Philo’s tQp diKa \oylm, the Ten Commandments (cf. Ac. vii; 3S). 
Here, the O. T, Scriptures# 
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idea 1 No, let God prove true and * every man a liar ' ; as it Ps. cxvi 
is written, * that Thou niightest be found righteous in Tliy ^ 
causes and prevail when Thou pleadest/ ^ 

Further, according to the teaching of the Gospel, ours. What 
unrighteousness serves to illustrate God's righteousness, to 
which shows all the clearer against the dark background ; condemn? 
and this suggests the question whether He can fairly visit 
us with His cii.spieasure. The Apostle dismisses the sugges- 
tion as prepostex'ous. It is a denial of the moral government 
of the world. 

5 ' But if our unrighteousness commends God's righteousness, 
what are we to say ? Is God unrighteous who inflicts wrath ? 

6 It is mere human language that I am using.' Away with the 
idea ! In that case how wuii God judge the world ? 

And here emerges also a moral problem : If sin redounds 4. What 
to the glory of God, there is no harm in sinning. R^^dher 
should we sin the more that God may be the more glorified. 

This is the odious charge of antinomianism which the Judaisls 
urged against the Gospel and which the Apostle presently cf. vi, yii 
handles at length. Meanwhile he dismisses his traducers 
with indignant contempt : ' Their doom is righteous.' 

7 'But if my lie advanced God's glory by magnifying His 

8 truth, why am 1 still judged as a sinner ? And why not ' — as 
we are calumniously represented and some allege that we say — 

' " let us do evil that good may come \ Their doom is 
righteous. 

He has thus swept away every subterfuge. His opponents jews and 
have shot their last bolt but, reluctant to ackiio^vledge 
defeat, they petulantly exclaim : ' So it comes to this, that 
we Jews are actually worse than the Gentiles ! ' 'Not at 
all,' he answers. ' That is not my contention. My charge 
is not that the Jews ai'e worse than the Gentiles, but that 

^ tV rots \ 6 yots (Tou, ‘in Thy causes’ (cf. Ac. xix. 3S}. mid.. 

'plead,’ ‘go to law’ (cf. i Cor. vi. 6), not pass,, ‘be judged.’ The LXX 
rendering, which the Apostle follows, is a mistranslation. The Hebr. means: 

' that Tijou mightest be justified when Thou speakest, and be clear when 'Fhou 
jiidgest,’ where the Psalmist {not God) is on trial and confesses the justice of 
God’s sentence. The Apostle’s use of the O. T. is literary rather than dogmatic, 
and the LXX rendering here illustrates his argument 
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they are both in the same case : both alike have failed to 
attain righteousness and stand condemned before God.’ 
And he appeals to the Scripture, that tribunal wliicli was 
authoritative and final in Jewish eyes. It pronounced a 
verdict of universal guilt, bringing not the Gentiles alone 
but the whole world under condemnation. 

9 ' What, then ? Are we worse than they ? ' ^ Not at ail ; 
we have already laid it to the charge of both Jews and Greeks 

10 that they are all under sin. And so it is written : 

Miiere is none righteous, not even one ; 

11 There is none that understands, there is none that seeks 

after God ; 

IS They have aU turned aside, they have all with one accord 
become unprofitable ; 

There is none that does kindness, there is not so much as 
one. 

13 A sepulchre wide open is their throat ; 

With their tongues they have spoken guile. 

The poison of adders is under their lips. 

14 Whose mouth of cursing and bitterness is full. 

15 Swift are their feet to shed blood ; 

16 Destruction and wretchedness are in their w^ays, 

17 And the w’ay of peace have they not recognised. 

iS There is no "fear of God before their eyes.' 

19 Now w'-e know that every wwd of the Law is spoken ® to 
those who are within the Law, that every mouth may be 
stopped and all the world be brought under the condemnation 
30 of God ; because on the score of works of law " shall no flesh 

^ So R.V. (*are we in worse case tiian they?’), taking as pass. ; 

*are we excelied’ or * surpassed’ (by the Gentiles)? A petulant question of the 
baffled Jews. Otherwise: (i) in act sense: ‘are we better than 

they?’ So A.V, after Vulg. praullimiis eos? That is, ‘have we Jews any 
superiority over the Gentiles?’ And then the Apostle’s answer is : ‘None what- 
soever ; for we have just found Jews and Gentiles equally guilty.’ It is a fatal 
objection to this construction that it would require The mid. 

never occurs in the sense of ‘excel.’ (2) 7 rpo 4 x€<rB&i in mid. sense: 
‘do we excuse ourselves?’ {R,V. marg.), ‘have we any plea to urge, any excuse 
to offer, any defence to make?’ vpo^x^cBai is frequent in the sense of ‘ hold out 
a npbox'np-^i^ a defence or excuse; but this is here inadmissible, since the 
verb in this sense is always followed by an accus. denoting the pretext offered. 

* This array of O. T.. proof-texts was probably derived from a primitive 
collection of ‘testimonies’ (cf. p, 329}. The entire passage {vers. 10-18) stands 
m LXX Version of Ps. xiv, having doubtless been interpolated from the Epistle 
by a Christian copyist. 

* refers to the rntmin^^ to the imgmgi. CL Mt «vi. 73; 
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be accounted righteous in His sight.’ For through law is full 
recognition of sin.^ 


God's Way to attain Righteousness (iii. 21-31) 

The Apostle’s argument has now reached its goal. He has justiaca- 
deinonstrated the failure of the Gentiles to attain righteous- 
ness and the no less disastrous failure of the Jews despite 
their privileges ; and so he proceeds to the ine\d table con- 
clusion. Other methods have failed, and we are shut up to 
God’s method^ — Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. This hecf. i. is, 
has already defined in stating the thesis of his argument ; 
and here he presents a more precise definition as a basis for 
subsequent discussion. First, it is no novel device. It is 
attested by the Old Testament Scriptures ; and even as the 
Incarnation was a ‘ manifestation ’ of the Eternal Saviour, cr. co!. i 
so the Gospel is the ‘manifestation’ of an eternal grace. ' I”' 
Further, it is the satisfaction of a universal need. Jews and 
Gentiles alike are under condemnation, and justification is a 
free gift of God. It is offered in Christ, and it is appropriated 
by faith. And, finally, it offers a righteous remission, at 
once meeting the requirements of the moral order and satis- 
fying the moral instincts of the soul. And the reason is that 
it rests on ‘ redemption.’ Sin has been expiated by the 
vicarious love of God in Christ. Christ is the Mercy-seat, 
the meeting-place between God and sinners ; and the Mercy- 
seat is sprinkled with sacrificial blood. 

21 But, as the case stands, apart from the Law a righteousness 
of God has been manifested, being attested by the Law and 

22 the Prophets ; a righteousness of God, however, “ tJirough 
faith in Jesus Christ reaching all who have faith. Tlicre is 

■ij no distinction ; for all have sinned and lack the glory of God.'< 

24 They are freely accounted righteous by His grace through the 

25 redemption which is in Christ Jesus, whom God has set forth 

^ This principle is elaborated in vii. 7-25. 

* Not righteousness simply, but a righteousness of « particular, sort. Cf. i-s. 30. 

• ij.uapror, aor. defining the past as one great aggregate of transgressions. 
itrTeptvvraL, mid., ‘feel their want of ’ (cf. Lk. xt. 14). Sin is not merely a past 
fact but a present and conscious misery. ‘ The glory of God ’ , is His irradiating 
and gladdening presence, and sinners feel sorrowfully their lack of it. 
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as a ]\Iercy-seat ^ through faith, besprinkled with His blood, 
for a demonstration of His righteousness on the score of the 
prjetermission of sins previously committed during the for- 

26 bearance of God ^ — to demonstrate, I repeat, His righteousness 
at the present hour, that He may be Himself righteous while 
accounting the man righteous who holds by faith in Jesus. 

27 Where, then, is the boasting ? It is excluded. Through 
what manner of law ? That of works ? No, but through 

28 faith's law. For we reckon that a man is accounted righteous 
39 by faith apart from works of law. Or is God the God of Jews 

only ? Is He not the God of Gentiles also ? Yes, of Gentiles 

30 also, seeing that God is one, and He will account the circum- 
cised righteous on the score of faith and the iincirciimcised 
through their faith.® 

31 Are we, then, invalidating the Law through faith ? Away 
with the idea ! No, we are establishing the Law. 


4. Consonance of Justification by Faith with Scripture (iv) 

The Apostle has concluded his definition of the doctrine 
of Justification by Faith in Christ with an emphatic contra- 
diction of the Jewish objection that it invalidated the Law. 
This was prima facie a reasonable objection; and he proceeds 
to consider it and prove that his doctrine was consonant with 
the Law. ' The La\v ' had a double signification. In its 
narrower use it denoted the Mosaic code of ceremonial pre- 
scriptions, and this had indeed been abrogated by the Gospel. 
It was merely a preparatory discipline, and it had served 
its function. In its larger use, however, the term signified 
the Scriptures of the Old Testament — the Prophets and the 

^ iXaffTTjpLop. Cf. The Atonemenf m the Light of History and the Modern 
Spirit, pp. 160 ff. 

^ Until Christ came and made atonement for the sin of the world, there was no 
depeoL'it ‘remission,’ ‘letting go’; only ‘ praetermission,’ i.e., ‘letting go 

in the meantime ’ in view of a future settlement. The disposition which prompted 
the Trip^iTi!? was dvoxv, ‘forbearance.’ Cf. Ac. xvii. 30. 

® iK and 6'fa are here practically interchangeable, yet tliere is a subtle dis- 
tinction. tK denotes the source^ did the instrument . The Jews derived justiheation 
from works, and the Apostle derived it from faith. The Law, again, is the 
instrument of salvation ; and since the Gentiles had no Law, it might seem tliat 
they had no instrument. But, says the Apostle, the true instrument of salvation 
is faith. The Jews regarded the Law as the source of salvation, and he tells them 
that faith is the source; the Gentiles might regard the Law as the means of 
salvation, and he tells them that faith is the means and they do not need 
the Law. 
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Hagiographa as well as the Law of Moses ; ^ and with these, 
the Apostle will now demonstrate, the doctrine of Justifica- 
tion by Faith is in profound agreement. 

He appeals to the history of Abraham, the father of Israel ; The 
and there are three links in the chain of his argument. S^raham : 

Abraham was justified not by works but by faith. He (i)justified 
did not earn righteousness ; he received it. It was a free “ orS’but 
gift of grace. Nor was his experience singular. It was the faith- 
experience of the Psalmist long afterwards. Justification 
by Faith is thus the doctrine of the Scriptures. They recog- 
nise no other way. 

tv. 1 What, then, shall we say of Abraham, the forefather of 

z our race ? ^ If Abraham was accounted righteous on the 
score of works, he has something to boast of. But he has 

3 nothing to boast of in relation to God. For what says the 

Scripture ? ‘ And Abraham had faith in God, and it was Gen. xv. 6. 

4 reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now to one who works 
the wage is not reckoned in terms of grace but in terms 

3 of debt ; whereas to one who does not work but reposes 
faith on Him who accounts the impious righteous, liis faith 

6 is reckoned as righteousness. Thus David also speaks of 
the blessedness of the man to whom God reckons righteous- 
ness apart from works : 

7 ‘ Blessed are they whose lawdessnesses have been remitted Ps. xxxH. 

and whose sins have been covered ; 

8 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never reckon. ’ 

Circumcision was not the ground but the seal of Abraham’s (z) Cir- 
justification. The Jendsh doctrine was that, unless a man was OTJiy'the” 
circumcised, he could not be saved. He w'as outside the 
Covenant. Look, says the Apostle, at Abraham. He was tion. 
accounted righteous on the ground of his faith, and then he 
received the rite of Circumcision. It was not the ground of 
his justification but merely its seal. The order was Faith, 
Justification, Circumcision ; and the Jewish error lay in - 
omitting Faith and putting Circumcision before Justification 
as its antecedent and necessary condition. 

* Cf. iii. 19 (referring to the foregoing quotations from Psalter and Isaiah) j 

I Cor. xiv, 21 ; Jo. x.-34. 

® IMost authorities insert evprjKimL eitlier (^ACDEFG) ^ipovp.ep (‘what 
shall we say that Abraham, our forefather after the iBesh, has found ?’), or (KLP) 
after roi^ irpairAropa ypSi' (‘ that Abraham, our forefather, has found after the 
flesh?’}. It is omitted by B 27 Chrys., and is probably a grammatical gloss. 


Gen. xvii. 

■If. ,■ i' 
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9 Is this blessedness, then, the portion of the circumcised or 
of the uncircumcised also ? We say : ' His faith was reckoned 

10 to Abraham as righteousness.' How, then, was it reckoned ? 
When he was circumcised or while he was still uncircumcised ? 
Not when he was circumcised but while he was still uncircum- 

11 cised. And he received ‘ the sign ’ of Circumcision, a seal of 
the righteousness which his faith, while he was still uncir- 
cumcised, won him ; that he might be the father of all who 
have faith though in a state of unciremneision, that righteous- 

12 ness might be reckoned to them, and a circumcised father for 
those who do not hold by Circumcision only but also tread ^ 
in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham displayed 
while still uncircumcised. 

The Promise did not rest on the Law but on Faith. The 
Apostle has already demonstrated this proposition in his 
letter to the Galatians by appealing to the historical fact 
that the promise to Abraham preceded the delivery of the 
Law to Moses at Mormt Sinai by fully four centuries. Here, 
however, his argument is theological. He shows that the 
idea of Promise is alien from the domain of Law. It belongs 
to the doniciin of Grace, and the domains of Law and Grace 
are incompatible, mutually exclusive. In the former it is 
merit that counts ; and if the inheritance is to be won by 
merit, then the Promise and the faith which grasps it are 
eliminated : faith has been made an empty thing and the 
Promise invalidated. Experience attests this. For there is 
no merit in sinful man ; the Law merely discovers his sinful- 
ness and estabhshes his liability to the wrath of God. It 
brings not promise but condemnation. Where there is no 
Law, there is sin indeed, but no transgression, no guilt, and 
hence no wrath. And the Promise belongs not to the domain 
of Law but to the domain of Grace. It is received by faith. 
It was indeed on the ground of his righteousness that Abra- 
ham received it ; but then it -was on the ground of his faith 
that he was accounted righteous, and it was his faith that 
held fast the Promise in face of all that seemed to belie it. 

*■ The art. {to«) before a-rocxovaiv vi superfluous, making it appear as though 

two distinct classes were intended — 'those who hold by faith* and 'those who 
teead in the steps of Abraham’s faith * ; whereas there is only one cla^is — believing 
Jews who are circumcised and at the same time share the faith whicli iustified 
Abraham while still uncircumciscd* 
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IS It was not the Law that brought the Promise to Abrahaio 
or his seed, that he shoidd be heir of the world ; no, it was the 
righteousness which faith won him. If it be those who hold 
.'by. Law that' are the heirs, faith has-been made an- empty . ■ 

15 thing and the Promise invalidated. For the Law works out 
wrath ; but where there is no Law, neither is there trans- 
it gression. Therefore it is on the score of faith, that it may 
be in terms of grace, in order that the Promise may be firm 
for all the seed — ^not those who hold by the Law only but 
also those who hold by the faith of Abraham, who is the father 
1 7 of us all, as it is written : " The father of many nations have Geii.3{.vii.s. 
I made you/ And they hold by Abraham's faith in the sight 
of Him in whom he reposed it, even God who makes the dead 
live and calls things which have no being as though they cf. iCor.i 
iB had. On hope where hope there was none, he built his faith, 28. 

that he might become ' the father of many nations,' according 
19 to the saying : * So shall your seed be.' And without weaken- Gen. xv. §, 
ing in his faith he contemplated his own body with its vitality 
gone, since he was some hundred years old, and the devitalisa- 
.10 tion of Sarah's womb yet in view of the promise of God he 
never wavered for lack of faith. No, his faith put power into 

21 him, and he gave glory to God, satisfied ^ that what He has 

22 promised He has power also to do. And therefore also ' it 
was reckoned to him as righteousness/ 

23 Now it was not written for his sake only that * it was reckoned 

24 to him,' but also for the sake of us to whom it shall be reckoned 
— ^us who repose faith on Him that raised Jesus our Lord from 

23 the dead, who * was delivered up for our trespasses ' and raised is. lili m 
that we might be accounted righteous. XXX. 


5. A Devotional Interhuie (v) 

The Apostle has now accomplished his main task : he has a pause in 

established his thesis that Justification is by Faith in Christ 
and not by the Works of the Law. Serious problems still 
remain, but ere addressing himself to these he pauses to 
commend his doctrine and enforce its blessed consequences. 

He begins with an exhortation. Our faith in Christ has The privi- 
won us a new standing in God’s sight : let us realise it and jufSed** 
appropriate its privileges. 

^ wXnip&ifoopflBeif. The verb was used in the Common Greek ofmtisfying n ; 
person , by- paying Mm Ms due. ' Cf, Oxyrk, Pap, 509, . 10, f. i ■ 

mrXT]poipQpr^lj. 4 mt roTs 6 ^€L\<ip£voi$ *it happens that I have been satisfied in 
respect of the sums due to me.’ So the idea is that 'Abraham regarded God^s 

promise as equal to the fuMlmentf 


(i) Peace 
with God-. 


(:2) A glori- 
ous hope. 


Cf. iii. 27, 
iv. 2. 
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The first of these is peace with God — the peace of recon- 
ciliation. We are done with our guilty past. Christ has 
dealt with it. His infinite Sacrifice has expiated the sin of 
the w'hole world, and forgiveness is ours. The invitation of 
the Gospel is not ' Have faith in Christ, and you will be 
forgiven," but ' You are forgiven : have faith and be at peace." 

Nor is it the past alone that Christ has transfigured. He 
has transfigured the future also ; and the second privilege 
of the justified is a glorious hope. Our destiny Heaven, 
our heritage the Glory of God ; and though we may not boast 
in the Law, we may well boast in this. 

And our third privilege is a present comfort. It is ours 
not merely to boast in the glory which awaits us but to boast 
in the distresses which now encompass us. And the secret 
lies in recognising the precious use which life's sorrow and 
suffering are designed to serve, the blessing which, when they 
are emplo5’ed aright, they surely bring. Distress is a sacred 
discipline. It is like the testing of a bar of metal. First, 
it ‘ works out endurance, " discovering our weakness and our 
strength. If we be weak, it breaks us ; if we be strong, we 
stand the strain. And then we are 'approved." And, 
finallj^, ' approbation works out hope." It confirms our 
* hope in the glory of God " ; for it is only a present experi- 
ence of the operation of grace that assures us of its future 
consummation. What God has already done for us is an 
earnest of the greater things which He will yet do. 

V. I Being, then, accounted righteous on the score of faith, let 
us have ^ peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

« through whom also we have gained the entree by faith into 
this grace in which we stand ; and let us make the hope 

3 of the glory of God the ground of our boasting.® And, more 
than that, let us boast in our distresses ; knowing that 

* The overwhelming weight of documentary evidence supports The 

variant 'exof-tev is a mere itacism, and even if it w'ere more strongly supported, it 
should be rejected on internal evidence. Cf. i Cor. xv. 49, where the weakly 
attested (popicrop-ev is certainly authentic. 

* Trpoaaycayifj (cf. Epb. ii. 18, iii. 12 j I Pet. iii. 18), ^introduction,^ admissioTi 

to the king’s audience, presentation at court (cf. Xen. i. iii. 8 ; VIT. v. 45). 

Christ is our Tpoffaytayevs. Cf. Heb, vi. 20, 

» Havx^^P^Oa may be either indie, or conj. Both here and in next ver. it is 
best regarded as conj., continuing the exhortation of 
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4 distress works out endurance, and endurance approbation/ 
a and approbation hope. And the ' hope doea not put to Ps. xxu. 5 
ihame/ because the love of God has been poured forth in our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given us* Ecdusfil 

'■ 10, 1:1, 

Perhaps, it may be objected, our hope of the glory of God Thdr 
is no better than a mere dream, a fond illusion ; and when g^irantee. 
the cold reality is discovered it will put us to shame. No, 
the Apostle answers, it is no emptj^ dream, and its guarantee 
is not simply the subjective testimony of the Holy Spirit's 
revelation of God's love but the objective testimony of our 
Lord's Death. Here is the supreme demonstration of the 
love of God ; and it is an amazing love, transcending the 
utmost range of human devotion. ' Greater love/ says our jo. 13. 

Lord, has no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for Ms friends f He would never die for an enemy ; he would 
hardly die for ' a righteous man ' — one like the Roman Cato, 
upright and just yet stern and pitiless ; he might die for ' a 
good man/ kindly and generous. Tliis is the farthest reach 
of human love ; but here is the wonder of the love of God — 
that, when we were not * good,' when we were not even 
' righteous,' when we were ' sinners,' nay, ' enemies/ Christ 
died for us. And this is the guarantee that our hope of the 
glory of God is no fond illusion. A love like that will never 
fail us. It will carry our salvation to its eternal consumma- 
tion., ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ 

■6 - Foi* if Christ, while we were still weak,^ in due season died 
7 for the impious (Hardly for a righteous man will one die ; 
it is for the good man that perhaps one even has the hardihood 

:v',^ Cf, B. on, I Th. v., '21, p. 165. 

® The text is ^^ery uncertain, (i) The best supported reading is M yap 

^rt. This simplifies the construction of the passage, but the 
double I'n is intolerable. (2) et ye (B, Aug,), ‘seeing that,’ qtmndoqiddem 
(a questionable rendering), making ver. 6 a continuation of ver. 5, (3) eh rl ydp 

(D^FG, Iren., Vulg. quid enim\ ‘for wherefoi-e?V (4) ydp (Isid. Pel. 

n. 117, and a few Latin authorities, si mim), making ver. 6 the protasis, 

%’ers, 7, 8 a parenthesis, and ver. 9 the apodosis. This is,, probably the original 
reading. Vers. 7, S are, as the omission of oOy in ver. 9 by numerous authorities 
indicates, a (cf. p, 245 and n. on ii. 14, 15) ; and the various readings are 

copyists’ devices to smooth the construction after the comment had been intro- 
duced into the text. Vers. 6, 9 and ver. 10 are thus, 'similarly, constructed 
sentences. 

2C 
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8 to die : ^ but God commends His own love toward us inasmuch 

9 as, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.), much 
more, being accounted righteous now that we are sprinMed 
with His blood,* we shall be saved through Him from the 

10 Wrath. If, being enemies, we were reconciled to God through 
die death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall 

11 be saved in His life — ^being reconciled and, more than that, 
boasting in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now obtained the reconciliation. 

Reconciliation ■was a master-thought in the Apostle’s 
theolog}’’,® and his contemplation of the privileges which it 
brings has kindled his heart ; and now-, ere resuming hi.s 
argument, he lingers over it and unfolds its significance. 
First he exhibits the principle which underlies it. It is the 
principle which theologians have denominated Imputation 
and which modern science has illumined by its doctrines 
of Heredity and the Solidarity of the Race.* Humanity is 
not a congeries of isolated individuals but a vital organism ; 
and generations and individuals are all interrelated. The 
principle has a twofold operation. On the one hand, the 
sin of the fathers is their children’s heritage and the curse 
of wrong rests upon the innocent. And, on the other hand, 
the righteousness of the fathers is likewise their children's 
heritage, and each noble life blesses the race. Hence not 
only is the sin of Adam, its first head, imputed to mankind, 
but so also is the righteousness of Christ, its Second 
. Head ; and thus God is ‘ in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself.' 

* SUam, ‘righteous,’ observing the letter of the law, doing strict justice— a 
character of rigid rectitude not without severity. dya 06 t, ‘good,’ ‘kindly,’ an 
epithet of Barnabas (Ac. xi. 24). The idea appears in Marciors distinction 
between the /us^«s Deus of the Old Testament and the bonus Deus of the New. 
Cf. Sayings of tht Fathers, v. 16 (Taylor, p. 89) : ‘There are four characters in 
men. He that saith “Mine is mine, and thine is thine ” is an indifferent character : 
he that saith “Mine is thine, and thine is mine” is a worldling [practising ‘give 
and take’]: “Mine and thine are thine,” pious: “ Thine and mine are mine,” 
wicked.’ Cf. Plot. Cat, Maj, v : Kalroi Tiy xPV^S’bTijra rijs StKatoehy^s srXarbrepor; 
rinov ofiS/tey iriKan^invoav, ‘goodness moves in a larger sphere than justice.’ 

* Cf. iii. 25. The worshippers as well as the Mercy-seat were sprinkled with 
sacrificial blood (cf. Ex. xxiv. 85 Heb. ix, 19). 

* Cf. The Atonement in the Light of History and the Modem Spirit, pp. 1 1 1 f. 

; .rafiii,:pp.T 82 ih • ■ : 
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The Apostle does not merely affirm the principle of Im-Theimpu- 
putation ; he demonstrates it. And his argument is that Ato'fsin 
death is the penalty of sin, and since death is universal, it pwed by 

follows that sin is universal also: But ' where there is no saiity of 
Law, neither is there transgression/ There may indeed be cff 15. 
sin where there is no Law, but there is no guilt, since ‘ sin is 
not taken into the reckoning w-hen there is no Law\' Now 
it was ages after the Fall that the Law was delivered at Sinai. 
Throughout the long interval between Adam and Moses there 
was no Law and therefore there should have been no death. 

But in fact death reigned even then. Sin was taken into 
the reckoning, and was visited with the penalty of death ; 
and what was the reason ? It might be alleged that mankind 
liad never lacked the knowledge of God. Ere the Law was Cf. l xg- 
given at Sinai, it was written on their hearts ; and thus they 
‘ sinned after the similitude of the transgression of Adam/ 

They sinned with open eyes, and merited the penalty of 
death. This, however, will not suffice, since death w^as 
absolutely universal. It was the portion of unconscious 
infants and those who lacked the light of reason. x\nd thus 
no other reason remains save that Adam’s sin was imputed 
to his posterity, Omnes 'peccarunt, Adamo feccante. His 
sin was theirs; and, sharing his sin, they shai'ed also its 
penalty, 

12 Therefore, as through one man sin entered into the world, 
and through sin death, and thus death spread to all mankind 

13 inasmuch as all sinned ; ^ — for prior to the Law sin was in the 
world, but sin is not taken into the reckoning when there is 

14110 La%v ; yet death reigned from Adam on to Moses even over 
those who did Hot sin after the similitude of the transgres- 
sion of Adam, who is the type of the .future Saviour, 

I'he apparent flaw in this chain of reasoning is the assump- is death 
tion, wMch the Apostle treats as a self-evident axiom, that 
death is the penalty of sin. That was indeed the Jewisli 

^ ii) * because,’ Hnmmuch sls/ fUi?cii {2) ^ on condition that*’ 

#4 iigs Cf, Moulton and Milligan, Vocab, Vulg., -with' Fathers, inqu&t Mb 
whom Adam) all sinned.’ This construction is impossible, since (i) the 
anteced. hhs i,p0pf^vm is too remote, and (2) it would, require Nevertfee- : ■ 
less it truly defines the Apostle’s thought: *all sinned,* not actually but in 
Adam, as he proceeds to explain. 


Cf. Gen. 
!i. 17. 


Jo. xii. 24. 
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doctrine. ‘ There is no death,’ taught the Rabbis, ‘ without 
sin, and no chastisement without iniquity ’ ; ^ and the idea 
established itself in Christian theology. It was accounted a 
heresy by St. Augustine and St. Jerome when Pelagius 
denied it and maintained that Adam was created mortal 
and would have died though he had never sinned. Never- 
theless it is an untenable notion. Death is no curse entailed 
by sin. It is, as the Stoic philosophers recognised,® an ordin- 
ance of Nature ; and, says our English essayist,® ‘ all that 
Nature has prescribed must be good ; and as Death is natural 
to us, it is absurdity to fear it.’ It is a natural law, and its 
operation is universal. The leaves and flowers, the birds and 
beasts, no less than sinful man, obey it. And it is a bene- 
ficent ordinance. ‘ Death,’ says St. Bernard, ‘ is the door 
of life.’ It is not destruction but transition into a larger, 
richer, and nobler condition. 

‘ All that lives must die. 

Passing through nature to eternity ’ — 

a truth which our Lord proclaimed when He said : ' Unless 
the grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it remains 
itself alone.' Yet the Apostle affirms that death is the con- 
sequence and penalty of sin : ‘ through one man sin entered 
into the world, and through sin death.’ It may seem at 
the first glance as though, like St. Augustine and St. Jerome, 
he were here following in the footsteps of the Rabbis and 
repeating the doctrine which he had learned in the school 
of Gamaliel ; but this were a hasty conclusion, and on closer 
scrutiny the profound truth of his argument is recognised. 

His affirmation is that ‘ through one man sin entered into 
the world, and through sin death,’ and ‘ just as in Adam aU 
die, so also in Christ all shall be made live’ ; and the essential 
question is what the term ‘ death ’ here signifies. If it be 
merely the dissolution of the body, then the Apostle’s argu- 
ment breaks down. For Christ does not exempt His people 
from death in that sense of the term. All still die. believers 

::*-Gf.^'Wetstem..on Rom. v. -ist./. 

* Cf, Sen. Mai, Quest, vt, 32 : * Mors natura; lex estj mors tributiim ©fficiumque 
mortaiium, malomm omnium remedium est/ 

Addison,: '' C 
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and unbelievers alike. It is incredible that this flaw in Ids 
reasoning, at once so fatal and so obvious, should have 
eluded his acute observation. He must have attached 
another significance to the term ; and that he actually did 
appears from the fact that in the course of his magnificent 
argument on the Resurrection of the Body he expresslj^ 
affirms the necessity of the dissolution of the physical 
organism in order to the fuller life which is the goal of re- 
demption. ‘ What you sow,’ he says, ‘ is not made li ve 
unless it die.' The ‘ animal body ’ must die that it may be 
raised ' a spiritual body.’ 

Hence it is evident that, when he affirms that ‘ through 
sin death entered into the world,’ it is not the mere dissolu- 
tion of the physical organism that he has in view*. This is 
a necessary, and not merely a necessary but a beneficent 
process ; and by ' death ’ he means not the process but its 
distressing concomitants. And these have resulted from 
.sin ; they are the curse which it has entailed. ‘ This death,’ 
says William Ames, that profound and saintly theologian of 
Puritan England,^ ‘ the punishment inflicted on man for 
sin, is the miserable privation of life. It is not privation of 
life simple and bare but conjoined with subjection to miserj’^ ; 
and therefore it is not the annihilation of the sinner, because, 
were the subject of the misery done away, the misery itself 
would be done away.’ Hence the Apostle’s affirmation that 
' through sin death entered into the world ’ does not mean 
that, if man had never sinned, he w'ould have continued for 
ever on the earth — an event neither possible nor desirable, 
since space would quicHy have failed on this little planet 
for the accumulating generations, nor is this man’s perfect 
condition but merely a stage in the progress toward his goal. 
It means rather that, had man never sinned, his dissolution 
w’ould have been, according to the Creator’s design, a natural 
and easy transition, without grief or apprehension, from the 
lower condition to the higher, like the passage from childhood 
to manhood or the bursting of the bud into the fiow'er. 

That this is indeed the Christian conception is attested 
by the teaching of our Lord. He never spoke of His people’s 


Cf. 1 Cor. 
XV. 36-44. 
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‘ death.’ For them there is no ‘ miserable privation of life.’ 
He has ‘ undone ’ this : yet .the natural process of dissolution 
remains,, and they must sustain it in order that they may 
attain the full and perfect life. And this transition He 
always designated ‘ falling asleep.’ ^ 

Thus, in Christian phraseology, ‘ death ’ never signifies 
the mere dissolution of the physical organism, but the gloom 
and terror wherewith sin has invested that natural, necessary, 
and truly beneficent process. It is in this sense that the 
Apostle employs the term when he affirms that ‘ through sin 
death entered into the world ’ ; and when he says that ‘ our 
Saviour Christ Jesus has undone death,’ he means that the 
natural process has, in the believer’s thought, been divested 
of its alien associations and reconstituted what it was in the 
Creator’s purpose — the perfecting and consummation of life. 
The process remains, but the terror is gone. 

In truth our Lord’s dealing with death is but an instance 
of His redemptive ministry, His undoing of the work of sin. 
Sin creates nothing ; it only mars God’s creation. Thus, 
the Scriptures represent work no less than death as a curse 
which sin has entailed on the race. And Christ removes 
the curse, not by absolving us from work, but by restoring 
its primal and proper idea. 


‘ After Adam work was curse : 

The natural creature labours, sweats, and frets. 

But, after Christ, work turns to privilege ; 

And henceforth one with our humanity. 

The Six-day Worker, working still in us. 

Has called us freely to work on with Him 
In high companionship.’ * 

And it is precisely thus that He has removed the curse of 
dissolution also — not by cancelling the necessity but by 
Cf. I Cor. revealing its true significance, its proper glory. He has 
given believers a new idea of it, and thus He has robbed it 
IS- : ’ of its 

Theim- Here, then, is the principle of redemption : ‘ as through 
S'christ’s Hian sin entered into the world, and through sin death, 
so through one man righteousness entered into the world. 


B. Browning, Aurora viii 



THE THIRD MISSION 


407 


md through righteousness life/ ■ The' work of Christ is an 
undoing of the work' of' Adam ; but, the Apostle proceeds, 
it is incomparably grander. Grace - is matched against the 
Curse, but it is no equal conflict. Look, at the qualit}? of 
the antagonists : on the' one side, the trespass of Adam and, 
on the other, the grace of God in Christ, so bountiful and 
overflowing. And look again at the issues : on the one side, 
humanity doomed for a single trespass and, on the other, 
humanity acquitted of a multitude of trespasses for the 
righteousness of one man. And here is the attestation of 
the doctrine of Justification by Faith. Salvation is a gracious 
gift, a magnificent bounty 01 God. It is not earned by the 
works of the Law ; it is received by faith in Christ. The 
Law cannot save. Its function is not justification but con- 
demnation. ‘ Where there is no Law, neither is there trans- 
gression ' ; and the Law's office was not to heal the malady 
but to reveal it, to show men their sinfulness and lead them 
to the Saviour. 

IB Yet the trespass and the gift of grace did not correspond. For 
if by the trespass of the one the race ^ died, much more the grace 
of God and the bounteousness ^ in grace— the grace of the one 
% 6 man, Jesus Christ — overflowed to the race. Neither did the 
result of the one's sinning and the bounty correspond. For 
the doom on the score of one trespass issued in a verdict of 
guilt ; while the gift of grace on the score of many trespasses 
s7 issued in a verdict of righteousness.® For if by the trespass of 

^ ol TToWol, not ‘many* (A,V.), but ‘the many,* «.<?., not merely the majority^ 
but the mass of mankind, the race as distinguished from 6 els. ‘ By this accurate 
version some hurtful mistakes about partial redemption and absolute reprobation 
had been happily prevented. ' Our English readers had then seen what several of' 
the Fathers saw and testified, that ol voXKoi the fuany^ in an antithesis to the 
are eqiiivalent to Tivres all in ver. 12 and comprehend the whole multitude, the 
entire species of mankind, eacciusive only of. (Bentley, Warks^ IIL 

® Swped, in the Papyri the EmperoPs to . his. soldiers (cf Moulton and 

Milligan,, ; in N. T. God*s ■ the- boimteousness of' His 

grace {cf. Ac. il 38 ; Heb. vi. 4). diJljpnm (ver. 16) is Uk hmmfft His 
® 8 iKai<apLa^ '(i) ‘a righteous ordinance* ,(cf. 1. / 32, ii. ' 26, viii 4; Lk, i 6)| 
(a) .*,a righteous; .act,’ ‘an achievement 'of' righteousness’ (cf.- Rev. 35:v.,.4, .xix. S) f 
{3) * a verdict of acquittal,’; diicatocrts (.ver. i8.|.:,cf. iv., 25) . 'being the. pronouncing 
of the verdict. Here * a verdict of acquittal,’ since ds stands in antithesis 

to ds mmKpLiia (‘a verdict of ';guilt % , ' In ver. 18, where the antithesis Is ' 
iwm wupawT(hi&aTm^ Ms meaning is acMevemeat of ,'. 

righteousness,’ 
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the one death reigned through the one, much more will those 
who receive the flood of grace and of the bounteousneas of 
righteousness, reign in life through the one, Jesus Christ. 
i8 So then,^ as one trespass resulted for mankind in a verdict 
of guilt, so also one achievement of righteousness resulted for 
mankind in a life-giving pronouncement of them righteous. 
X 9 For, as through the disobedience of the one man the race was 
constituted sinful, so also through the obedience of the one 
so the race will be constituted righteous. And as for the Law, it 
stole in that trespass might multiply ; but where sin mnlti- 
plied, grace overflowed the more, that, as sin reigned in death, 
so also grace might reign through righteousness to life eternal 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


II 

APOLOGETIC (vi-xi) 

Problem# The Apostle has demonstrated his doctrine of Justification 
presented Faith, blit his task is still incomplete. For the doctrine 
was open to grave perversion and presented a serious stum- 
lion by bling-block, especially to Jewish minds ; and he now proceeds 
* to vindicate it from misconstruction and solve the problems 
which it involved. 

I. The Ethical Problem (vi) 

(x) Em- First there was an ethical problem, and this was defined 

ment to two Jewish objections to the doctrine of Justification by 
persist in Faith. One was a specious sophistry which would doubtless 
commend itself all too readily to the laxer sort of believei*s 
— that, since salvation is a gift of grace, not won by works 
but bestowed on faith, it was actually a pious duty to ' persist 
in sin ' that the grace of God might.be the more displayed. 
' Are we,* asks the Apostle, ‘ to ‘‘ persist in sin that grace 
may multiply ” ? * and he first answers with his indignant 
repudiation ' Away with the idea ! * and then meets the 
suggestion with a profound argument. 

Resuming the iatetrupted. protasis of ver. laj. ; The senteace' shbuH: te 
soin : * As through one man sin entered into the world, and through sin death, so 
through one man righteousness entered into the world, and through righteousness 
life.’ Ver. i8 is elliptical. Supply from ver. l6 rh Kpi^a rh 
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vi.i What, then, shall we say? Are we to 'persist in sin 
a that ^ace may multiply'? Away with the idea 1 W» 
who died to sin — how shall we any more live in it ? 

The argument rests upon the mystic union between Christ Tha 
and believers. Faith unites us with ffim. We are one with fnswerV 
Him in His Death, His Burial, His Resurrection, and His Life; 
and this mystic experience is symbolised by the Sacrament Christ, 
of Baptism according to the mode of Immersion.^ Consider, 
says the Apostle, what your Baptism into Christ signified. 

Your plunging in His name beneath the water symbolised 
your burial with Him, and your re-emergence your resurrec- 
tion with Him. You died with Him, you were buried with 
Him, you were raised with Him, and henceforth you live 
with Him. His death was crucifixion, and crucifixion was 
a servile suppUcium. When you died with Him, you died a 
slave’s death. You were sin's slave ; and now you are 
acquitted from its thraldom, since ' the end of life cancels 
all bands.’ 

This is the mystic union between Christ and the believer ; AChristian 
and, as it is stated here in theological terms, it wears an arti- 
ficial look. What is the vital nexus which unites the be- 
liever to Christ and welds him to Christ as the graft is 
welded to the tree ? The answer transcends theology. It 
is furnished by Christian experience, and the Apostle stated 
it when he wrote to the Corinthians ; ‘ The love of Christ 3 Cor. v. 
has us in its grasp, and this is our judgment : One died on 
behalf of all, consequently aU died ; and He died on behalf of 
all that those who live should no longer live for themselves, 
but for Him who on their behalf died and was raised.' This 
is not theology : it is experience ; and it is a blessed reality 
for every true believer whom the love of Christ has mastered 
and inspired with a responsive devotion. The Apostle’s 
readers knew the glorious mystery. They confessed it in 
their hymns of praise; and it has been the experience of 
myriads of souls in succeeding generations. 

His smile so sweet to banished men. 

That they who meet it unaware 
Can never rest on Earth again. 

‘ a. Append. VI. 


A Stole 
thought. 
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‘ And they who see Him risen afar 

At God's right hand to welcome them, 

Forgetful stand of home and land, 

D^iring fair Jerusalem/.^ 

■ The true life, taught- the Stoic philosophy, was ‘ life' accord-* 
ing to Nature/ and the secret of attaining it lay in accounting 
oneself dead to the past. ' Consider that you have died/ 
says Marcus Aurelius/^ ' and at this point ended your exist- 
ence ; and henceforth live according to Nature/ The true 
life, teaches the Apostle, is ' life in Christ ' ; and his precept is : 
" Reckon yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus/ You are absolved, he argues, from the bond- 
age of sin : be its slaves no longer. God is now your King, 
and it is tiis battles that you must henceforth fight. It is 
a debt of honour. You owe it to grace. It were a shame 
to be irresponsive to the Love of Christ. Sin must not, it 
will not, be your lord. 

3 Are you ignoring the fact that all of us who were baptised 
4 into Christ Jesus, were baptised into His death? With 
Him, then, we were buried through our baptism into His 
death, that, as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the gloiy of the Father, so we also may comport our- 
3 selves in a new order of life. For if we have been vitally 
welded with Him ^ by the similitude of His death, then so 
6 shall we be by that also of His resurrection ; recognising 
this— that our old self was crucified with Him, that sin's 
thrall ^ might be invalidated, so that we should no more be 
f slaves to sin. For one who has died is acquitted from sin.^ 
S And " if we died with Christ/ our faith is that * we shall also 
9 live with Him ' ; since we know that Christ 

' Once raised from the dead, dies no more | 

Death is His lord no more. 

* 7%^ Desire to Depart in Ezekiel and Other Poems by B. M, 
t VIL s6. 

* ‘grown together with Hixn/ like a graft -with the tree. Cf. Shak. 
2 King Bemy /F, ii, ii, 67 : *so much engraffed to Falstaff.* 

* rd ffwpLd T^s afjLapTlaSt not ‘the body of sin,’ ‘the sinful body/ but ‘the slave 

of sin.’ in the sense of ‘slave’ is frequent in Biblical and Common Gveek. 

Cf, Gen. xxxiv. 29 1 Rev. xviii. 13. 

* deBimlur&t &irb r^s ^fiaprlat^ a legal maxim. In old Scottish phrase a 
criminal was ‘justified* when he was hanged: he had ‘thoicd assize/ paid the 
penalty and satisfied justice ; and the law no longer had a hold on him. Cf. 
SIsiik. Temp* m. i. 140 s ‘ He that dies pays all debts/ 
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» For the death He died. 

He died to sin once for all i 
And the life He lives. 

He lives to God.' ^ 

11 So mth you also : reckon yourselves to be dead to sin, but 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

12 Let not sin, then, reign in your mortal body, that you 

13 should obey its lusts. And never present your members to 
sin as weapons of unrighteousness. No, present yourselves 
to God as men once dead and now alive, and your members 

14 as weapons of righteousness to God. Sin must not be your 
lord ; ^ for you are not imder Law but under Grace. 

This leads the Apostle to the second perversion of his (a) The 
doctrine. It was the charge of antinomianism which the 
Judaists had so often urged, and which derived a show of mianism. 
reason from the frequent laxity of his Gentile converts.® 

Since, it was alleged, we are justified by Faith, we are done 
\vith Law and absolved from moral restraint. Solicitude 
for good works is mere legalism. The believer is above Law. 

The spirit is his domain, and the passions of the flesh belong 
for him to the category of ‘ things indifferent.’ He is at 
liberty to sin as he pleases. 

15 ‘ What then ? Are we to sin because we are not under 
Law but under Grace ? ’ 

The Apostle’s answer is that lawlessness is not liberty ; Lawless- 
and the libertines, who fancied that their emancipation from “^rtybat 
the Law absolved them from moral obligation, simply ex- a worse 
changed their old bondage for another and a still worse 
bondage. Some master we must always have. Whatever 
we obey is our master, and the choice lies between three 
masters — the Law, Sin, and Righteousness. The service of 
the Law was indeed, as it had proved in the experience of 
the Jews, an intolerable bondage j but the service of Sin is 
far more grievous, and so the Gentiles had found it. It 
brings shame and issues in death. The service of Righteous- 
ness is the true emancipation. God’s slaves are the only free 

^ Snatches of Christian hymns. Cf. 2 TimT'ii.: ii«' ' 

* &fxaprLa y&p off icvpL€T&(F€h not: a promise but an expectation, * confident 
challenge. Nobkssi Cf . Mt v. 48 r " 0^ rikmmm 
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men. Take Him, says the Apostle, for your Master, and 
serve Him henceforth as devotedly as you have served Sin. 
It is told of an Egyptian monk, named Pambos, that he 
once visited Alexandria on the invitation of the Bishop 
Athanasius and, encountering an acti*ess in the city, he burst 
into tears. His companions inquired what ailed him. ' Two 
things/ he answered : ‘ the creature’s perdition, and the 
thought that my zeal to please God is less than hers to please 
base men/ ^ And this is the Apostle’s argument : ' As 
you presented your members as slaves to uncleanness and 
to lawlessness waxing ever worse, so now present your 
members as slaves to Righteousness issuing in increase of 
holiness.’ God’s is the best, the most profitable service. 
Sin is a cruel tyrant, and its soldiers’ pay is death — the in- 
glorious death of ignominious defeat ; but God’s kingly 
largesse, His precious donative, is life eternal— the victor’s 
unfading crown. 

i6 Aw^ay with the idea! Do you not know that whatever 
you present yourselves to as slaves to obey it, you are slaves 
of wfiat you obey, whether sin issuing in death or obedience 
17 issuing in righteousness? And thanks to God that, though 
you were once slaves of sin, you have heartily obeyed the 

18 standard of teaching to which you were given over/^ Set 

19 free from Sin, you were enslaved to Righteousness. (I am 
speaking after the fashion men use in consideration of your 
human w’”eakness.^) As you presented your members as 
slaves to uncleanness and to lawlessness waxing ever worse, 
so now present your members as slaves to foghteousness 

^'Soa. Mist. IV. 23. 

® Tijvost either (i) a type or image of something yet future {cf. v, 14) or, more 
commoniy, (2) a pattern or exemplar for imitation or avoidance (cf. i Cor. x. 6 
Phil UL 17 ; I Tb. i. 7 ; 2 Tb. iii. 9; Tit. ii. 7 1 Heb. viii. 5 j i Pet v. 3). 
Here the latter. Bidax^js docs not mean the distinctively Paul doctrine. It is 

an anachronism to conceive of distinct types of Christian teaching at that period. 
In those days when the N. T. was only in the making, there was no rd-^u/a fidei 
morumgm, no authoritative rule of Christian faith and conduct ; and it appears 
tliat, to supply the lack, concise statements, like Luke’s manual (ri. pp. 594 f. ), were 
formulated (cf. 2 Tim. L Iji s Jo. 9J Jud. 3; Polycrates' in Eus. Mist Ee€L \\ 
24 ; h Kavwp ttIs TrtVrews), less theological than religious and ethical Eph. iv. 
ao-24 is evidently a reference to such a .‘.rule of faith.’ Cf. Hatch, Injfustm 
0f GL Ideas, p. 314; Hort, Earn, and p. 32. The nde of faith was not 

‘delivered to the believers’ ; they were ‘delivered to it,’ to l>e shaped by it like 
metal in a mould. 

* An apology for the expression ‘ enslavement to righteousness.’ 
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ao issuing in increase of hoUness, For while you were slaves of 
31 Sin, you were free as regards Righteousness. What, then, 
was the fruit that you had in those days ? Things of which 
you are now ashamed ; i for the end of those things is death. 

33 But now that you are set free from Sin and enslaved to God, 
the fruit you have makes for increase of holiness, and the end 
33 is life eternal. For Sin's pay is death, but God's donative is 
life eternal in Christ Jesus our Lord.^ 

2 . The Position of the Law {yn, v'lii) 

And now the Apostle addresses himself to a problem of Abrog:»- 
poignant interest to every Jewish heart^ — the question of the 
position of the ancient Law in the new order of Grace. 
According to the doctrine of Justification by Faith the Law 
was abrogated. The very idea was sacrilege in the eyes of 
devout Jews, and he seeks to demonstrate its reasonableness 
and reconcile them to the inevitable denouement. Following 
up occasional suggestions which he has already dropped, he 
defines the proper office of the Law and displays its essential 
and necessary insufficiency as an instrument of salvation. 

Its abrogation w^as inevitable. A law by its very nature Analogy of 
is necessarily temporary, since it is designed for the regula- marn°a^. 
tion of a particular situation and its obligation ceases when 
the situation changes. This was plain to the Apostle’s 
readers, living as they did under the rule of Imperial Rome 
and enjoying her just and wise administration ; and he 
quotes an apposite instance. The law of marriage imposes 
on a wife the obligation of fidelity ; but the obligation is not 
interminable. She is bound to her husband as long as he 
lives ; but with his death her obligation ceases and she is at 
liberty to contract another marriage. And here is a parable. 

The believer was formerly wedded to Sin or the Old Self ; 
and it was a grievous union. It was the Law that made it 
hard by its stem prohibition of sinful passions. But 

* Punctuating efxtrc riSru • Otherwise ^7rai<rxt'»'e<76’€ ; The 

sentence is then elHpticai : ‘What fruit had you then of those things whereof 
oh) you are now ashamed? [None]; for the end, etc.* 

® A military metaphor {cf. vers. 13, 14). the soldier’s ‘pay’ {stipendia)^ 

properly the small sum which he received to purchase relish for eating with 

his rations (flftro/iflrpTj/ta). the donativum in recognition of good service. 

‘Solent Reges egregiis inilitibus prseter stipendium dare coronas, laureas, 

(Grot). ^ 
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«f. 6 . the Old Self has been ‘ crucified with Christ ’ ; it is dead, 

and the believer is absolved from the galling obligation and 
has entered into a new and blessed union. The analogy 
seems somewhat fanciful, and indeed it is playfully pro- 
pounded ; yet the principle which it illustrates is real and 
conclusive. Law is provisional and temporary ; and when 
a new order emerges, the obligations of the old order cease. 
And so it happened with the Jewish Law. Christ has in- 
stituted a new order, and in Him we are no longer under Law 
but under Grace. 

vB. 1 Are you ignoring the fact, brothers — I am talking to men 
who know what law is — ^that the law lords it over the person 

a during his life-time ? The woman who is under a husband 
is bound by the law to the living husband ; but if the 
husband die, the law which held her to him is invalidated. 

3 So then, during the husband’s life, she will be termed an 
adulteress if she pass to a second husband ; but if the 
husband die, she is free from the law, so that she is not 

4 an adulteress by passing to a second husband. And so, 
my brothers, you also were put to death as regards the 
Law through the body of Christ, that you might pass to a 
second — Him who was raised from the dead in order that 

5 we may bear fruit for God. For, while we were in the flesh, 
the sinful passions provoked by the Law were ever being 
set in operation in our members to bear fruit for death ; 

shut, as the case stands, the law which bound us was 
invalidated by our d 5 dng to what held us fast, so that we 
are slaves in the new order of the Spirit and not the old 
order of a written code. 

Evidence Here arises an objection — the petulant objection of a Jew 
A^osUe’s who perceives the principle yet is loath to acknowledge it : 

Law synonymous with Sin ? The Apostle repudiates 
er ce. the Suggestion, and proceeds to define the difference between 
the Law and Sin and their mutual relation. His argument 
is a personal testimony. He narrates his spiritual auto- 
biography, and shows how, beginning as a Pharisee, he had 
sought righteousness by the Works of the Law and had been 
driven by painful experience to the blessed refuge of Faith 
in Christ.^ 

* Cf. pp. 32 f. The passage is plainly autobiographical. The Apostle speak* 

in Ms own name and not merely as a representative either of the Jews {Enth. Zig.) 
or of the human race {Theophyl#)*. " It is ' -a personal confession exemplifying the 
nniversalexperience* ^ ■ : 
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His youth had been serene, unvexed by the consciousness (i) His 
of alienation from God ; but one unforgotten day his peace 
had been broken* Lust had mastered him, and immediately 
the flood-gates were opened. Conscience gripped him. The 
Law intervened, and its comiiiandinent ' Thou shalt not lust ' 
rang in his ears, and he recognised himself a sinner. It was 
the Law that brought him the discovery ; and this indeed 
is the Law's proper function. * Through law is full recogrd- lii. 20; jv, 
tioii of sill,' and ‘ where there is no law, neither is there 
transgression ' ; for/ sin is not taken into the reckoning when 
there is no law.' Had there been no law, the Apostle's sin 
would have been dead ; but conscience quickened it, and he 
found himself in the Law's deadly grasp. The Law was not 
Sin; it was the discoverer of Sin. It was holy, and its 
prohibition of lust was holy and righteous and good. It had 
been instituted as a deterrent for the gracious purpose of 
preventing sin, and had he obeyed it, it would have been his 
friend ; but when it was violated, it became his remorseless 
enemy. 

1 What, then, shall we say ? Is the Law sin ? Away with 
the idea ! No, I had never recognised sin save through law. 

For I had never known lUvSt had not the Law kept saying 
8 'Thou shalt not lust.' And sin got an outlet ^ through the 
commandment to work out in me eveiy sort of lust ; for 

9 apart from law sin is dead. I w^as alive apart from law once ; 
but when the commandment came, sin sprang into life, while 

10 as for me, I died ; and the eommandment which aimed at 

1 1 life — I found it resulted in death. For sin got an outlet 
through the commandment to ' deceive ' me and through it cf. Gen. 

12 to slay me. And so the Law is holy, and the commandment^^*- 
13 is holy and righteous and good. Did what is good, then, 
prove death to me ? A^vay with the idea 1 No, but sin did, 
that it might be shown as sin, by working out death for me 
through wiiat is good, that sin might come out in its tran- 
scendent sinfulness through the eommandment, ’ 

From that day his career of , Pharisaic ■ zeal was a struggle (a) His 
against sin, a feverish effort to 'rehabilitate himself with 
Law and avert its condemnation by obedience to its com,- 
mandments. But the struggle always- issued in defeat ; liis 
efforts proved always unavailing. Sin was too strong for 
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him. It held him in thraldom, thwarting each resolution 
and compelling him to do the evil which he hated. In the 
language of the Latin poet,^ * if he could, he would have been 
saner ; but a strange force dragged him unwillingly. Lust 
prompted one thing, reason another. He saw the better 
things, and approved them ; he followed the worse.' And 
here he made a second discovery. There was within him a 
dual personality — a higher self and a lower, Ms reason and 
his flesh, and these were in conflict. His reason would fain 
obey the Law of God, but his flesh obeyed the law of Sin. 
Here he found a measure of comfort, since his reason w^as his 
true self ; yet Ms plight remained pitiful. The struggle 
seemed hopeless, and he saw no prospect of emancipation. 

" Wretched man that I am ! ' was his lament, ' who will 
rescue me from the body laden with this death ? ' 

14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am a creature 

15 of flesh/ sold into sin's thraldom. What I am working out I 
do not recognise ; for it is not what I .will that I practise ; no, 

16 what I hate, it is this that I do. Buf:, if it be what I will not 

17 that I do, I admit the beauty of the Law ; and, as the case , 
' stands, it is no longer I that am working out the thing but the 

18 sill which has its dwelling in me- For I know that there 
dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; no good. It lies within my 
reach to will what is beautiful, but to work it out does not"; 

19 for it is not the good which I will that I do, but the evil which 
I will not, it is this that I practise. But if it be what I will 
not that I do, it is no longer I, that am working out the thing ; 

21 no, it is the sin which dwells in me. I find therefore the 
law: when I ■will to do" what us beautiful, it is what is evil 

22 that lies within my reach._ For my delight is with the Law of 

23 God, so far as my inmost self 'is concerned : but I perceive a 
different law in my' members' warring against the law of my 
reason and taking me captive under the law of sin, the law 

24 which is in my members. Wretched man that I am ! who will 
rescue me from the body laden with this death ? ^ 

* Ovid, 3fet. vii. i8-2n 

* «rdp/ciFw, ^carneous,’ ‘made of flesh’ (ci p. 249). He was not mpKiKm, 

* carnal,’ else there would have been no 'Spiritual conflict. He was t spiritual 
being inlrabiting flesh. 

® tK toD cr(a}jLaros tov davsxTQV roj/roi?, the body which is the seat of sin {cf. vi. 6), 
which in turn works out death (cf...ver. 13). If it were permissible to construe 
roikov with <rt^/.iaros, ‘this body of death,’ ‘this dead body’ (Erasm., Calv.), 
the idea would be that the Apostle regarded himself as a living man bound to a 
corpse, like the victims of the. tyrant Mezentius (ci. Verg. viTi. 4S5-8). 
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Brought thus low he made a final discovery. He found in (3) Peftce 
Christ the rescue of which he had despaired. The conflict 
continued, but victory was assured. Deliverance was in 
sight 

25 Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord 1 So, then, 

I my own self with the reason am a slave to the Law of God 
but with the flesh a slave to the law of Sin. 

And now he proceeds to unfold the happy situation. He contro- 
pictures a controversy before the Law between himself and 
Sin. The Law was his friend, and it would fain have pro- 
nounced a verdict in his favour ; but its benevolent intent tlieLaw.^^ 
was frustrated : ' it was weak through the flesh.' There was 
a moral antinomy in his nature. His reason approved the 
Law of God, but his flesh was enslaved to the law of Sin, and 
the flesh had proved too strong for the reason. He had 
obeyed its unholy dictates, and thus there w^as notliing for 
it but that the holy Law should pronounce a verdict against 
him. It would fain have acquitted him, but it could not : 

' it was weak through the flesh/ and it had to condemn him. 

Here redemption interposed. Christ had assumed frail, 
sin-laden humanity, and He had conquered the allurements 
of the flesh. He had resisted the law of Sin and obeyed the 
Law’' of God. And thus what the Law' could not do in our 
case it was able to do in His ; it found Him righteous, and 
' condemned Sin in the flesh ’ — the Sin w^hich had invaded 
humanity and which the Incarnate Saviour had resisted. 

vM. I So, as the case stands, there is no condemnation for those 

2 who are in Christ Jesus ; for the law of the Spirit of life 
freed you in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 

3 For what the Law could not do inasmuch as it was weak 
through the flesh, God by sending His owm Son in the 
similitude of sinful flesh ^ and to deal with sin condemned 

4 sill in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the Law 
might be fulfilled in us who follow not the ways of the flesh 
but those of the spirit. 

^ Cf. Phil. ii. 7; Heb. ii. 17. Our Lord assumed not ^sinful flesii' but a 
human body like Adam\s at his creation — *a true body’ yet diBerent from the 
bodies of the children of men inasmuch as it was untainted by Original Sin. 

Cf. 7 ''ke Days af Ilis Fies/i, Append. I. 
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It was thus that the Apostle found by faith in Christ the 
peace which he had vainly sought by the works of the Law. 
The antinomy remained, but the condemnation was gone. 
And this happy issue resulted from his mystic union with 
Christ. The Son of God had by His Incarnation been identi- 
fied with humanity, and by conquering its solicitations had 
mastered the sin inherent in our flesh. He had died and had 
been raised and glorified ; and the Apostle, united vdth Him 
by faith, had died wth Him, had been raised with Him, and 
lived with Him. It was indeed true that his old self, though 
crucified, still lived, and the conflict between the Law of God 
and the law of sin stiU persisted and would persist while 
he tenanted the sin-laden body ; but his union with Christ 
had effected a momentous and blessed difference. His life 
in Christ was his true life, and his peace lay in resolutely 
maintaining it. 

5 For those who take the ways of the flesh espouse the cause 
of the flesh ; while those who take the spirit’s ways espouse 

6 the spirit’s cause.^ The espousal of the cause of the flesh is 
death ; while the espousal of the spirit’s cause is life and 

f peace because the espousal of the cause of the flesh is enmity 
against God, for it is not subjected to the Law of God, indeed 
8 it cannot be ; and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

The Apostle’s argument here is illumined by recollection 
of his conception of the two hostile domains, the two antagon- 
istic forces in human nature— -the flesh and the spirit.® 
The flesh is not simply the body — man’s physical nature, 
that side of his complex being which relates him to the animal 
creation. It is the body enslaved and corrupted by sin. It 
is the domain where the law of sin prevails. The spirit, on 
the other hand, is that side of our nature which is akin to 
God. It is the domain dominated by the Spirit of God. 
And thus our destiny depends on our relation to these two 
domains. The flesh is mortal, and if we live in it and obey 

* ^peyet* rh ri;t ffipnos, ’ take the side of the flesh,’ ‘ support its cause. ’ Cf. 

TMs Days of His Fleshy p. 268. Socr. BccL Hist, i, 34, where rh 
4 >popuif is synonjraious with It is a political phra-se, and the idea is 

continued by and Bef dpimi (vers. 7, 8). dpicrKUP occurs in 

inscriptions commemorating services to the state (cf. Moulton and Miihgaiv 

, * Cf. p. 314. 
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the law of sin, our destiny is death. If, on the contrary, we 
live in the spirit and surrender ourselves to the Holy Spirit’s 
dominion, then our destiny is life. And in this destiny our 
mortal bodies will participate ; for they will be delivered from 
the debasing tyranny of sin and share the Resurrection of 
Christ. The flesh will be redeemed from corruption and 
raised incorruptible, a body of glory. 

But you are not in the flesh ; no, you are in the spirit, if 
indeed God’s Spirit is dwelling in you. If one has not Christ’s 

10 Spirit, this man is not His. And if Christ be in you, then, 
while the body is dead by reason of sin, the spirit is life by 

11 reason of righteousness. And if the Spirit of Him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is dwelling in you. He who raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead will make even your mortal bodies live 
through His Spirit who has His dwelling in you. 

Hence the secret lies in eschewing the domain of the flesh a debt of 
and resolutely li\T.ng in the domain of the spirit ; and this 
the Apostle designates ‘ a debt ’ — a debt of honour, a sacred 
obligation. He is thinking here of the mystic union between 
the believer and Christ and is recalling his previous argument : 

‘ We who died to sin — -how shall we any more live in it ? vL a. «. 
Reckon yourselves to be dead to sin,, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.’ 

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh that we 

13 should live in accordance with the flesh. For if you are living 
in accordance with the flesh, you wiU soon die ; but if by the 
spirit you are putting the body’s practices to death, you will 
live. 

The antinomy indeed persists and the conflict continues ; a threefold 
but it is no longer a hopeless conflict, for our union with n'iinu™' 
Christ and our surrender to the dominion of His Spirit 
have brought us magnificent reinforcements. And these the 
Apostle pi'oceeds to display. 

The first is the restoration of our divine sonship. Son- (i) The 
ship is our primal birthright, and even while we are following 
the ways of the flesh, we are still God’s sons, though, as our 
Lord has it, lost sons, sons who have wandered from the 
Father’s House, forgotten Efim, and forfeited their heritage.^ 

* Cf. The Atonement in the Light cf History and the Modern Spirit, pp. 143 ff. 
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When we forsake the ways of the flesh and follow the Spirit's 
ways, then our faces are turned homeward and we cry ‘Abba, 
our Father ! ’ Perhaps there is a reference here to that 
jer. iii. 19. prophetic word of the Lord ; ‘ How shall I put thee among 
the children, and give thee a pleasant land, the goodliest 
heritage of the nations ? And I said, Ye shall call Me, My 
Father ; and shall not turn away from following Me.’ When 
our hearts turn homeward and we yearn for our Father, that 
is the awakening within us of the spirit of sonship, but we 
are not yet reinstated in our heritage, 

' not inheritors as yet 
Of all our own right royal things.’ 

Sonship is ours in possession, but the heritage is ours only in 
prospect. It will be ours in possession when we get home, 
and meanwhile we must travel the painful road in eager 
expectation. Christ won His glory by suffering, and we 
must share His suffering if we would share His glory. 

14 For they w'ho are led by God’s Spirit, these are all God’s 

15 sons. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to be again 
in fear ; no, you received a spirit of restored sonship in which 

16 we cry 'Abba, our Father!’^ The Spirit Himself testifies 

17 with our spirit that we are God’s children. And if wre are 
children, w-e are also heirs— God’s heirs and Christ’s fellow- 
heire, if indeed we are His fellows in suffering that we may be 
made also His fellows in glory. 

(a) The And this golden hope is the second reinforcement which 
^3* surrender to the Spirit’s dominion brings. Our present 
sufferings dwindle into insignificance in view of the glory 
which awaits us. They are our portion in the universal 
curse, that tide of woe which streamed from Adam’s sin and 
has flooded all nature, animate and inanimate, ‘ turning to 
dross the gold of nature’s dower.’ Our Lord endui'ed it 
Gal. Hi. 13. in His vicarious anguish when He ‘submitted Himself to 
cursing on our behalf,’ and He is calling us to take up the 
cross and follow Him, His fellow-workers in the universal 
redemption. 

18 I reckon tha.t the sufferings of the present crisis are not 
worth mentioning in view of the glory which will soon be 

* Cf. p. 209. 
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29 revealed as our portion. For the creation, eagerly intent, is 
to awaiting the revelation of the sons of God. The creation was 
subjected to futility,^ not of its own choice but because of 

21 him who subjected it ; ® yet was there a hope to sustain it, 
forasmuch as the creation itself also will be freed from en- 
slavement to corruption and attain the freedom belonging to 

22 the glory of the children of God.^ For we know that all 
the creation has been groaning and travailing with mankind^ 

23 to this day. And, more than that, ourselves also, though we 
have the first-fruits of the Spirit ® — ^we ourselves also are inly 
groaning while we await our restoration to sonship — the 

24 redemption of our body. It is by the hope that w^e were 
saved ; but when a hope is seen, it is not a hope ; for a thing 

25 which one sees, why is he hoping for it ? But if it be for a 
thing which we do not see that we are hoping, we enduringiy 
await it. 

And a third reinforcement is the Spirit's help. We are{3) 'ihe 
not alone on the painful road : ' the Spirit lends a helping ^ 
hand to our weakness/ It is a homely and kindly word that 
the Apostle employs here. It occurs in only one other pas- 
sage in the New Testament — the Evangelist Luke's story of 
the supper at Bethany, where it is told how Martha, 'dis- 
tracted about much service,' appealed to the Master to bid 
Mary 'lend her a helping hand.' It is a long eompound — the Lk. x. 40. 
simple verb, meaning ' to lay hold of,' and two prepositions, 
one signifying ' along with ' and the other ' over against,' 

' at the opposite side.' And thus the idea is that you are 

^ Cf. Ps. xxxix. 5 ; ra fjLarai^TTjif iras &v 0 pwTos 

^ That is, Adam, whose sin cursed not only his posterity but the whole creation, 
even inanimate nature (cf. Gen. Hi. 17), which consequently ‘groans and travails 
with sinful man* (cf. ver. 22). So Chrys. Not God (Grig.* Anibrstr., and most 
mod«'n»K Tt was sin, not God, that inflicted the curse. Adam by bis sin 
subjected, thi ta:«»tion tO' futility;. God redeems it -by subjecting it to Christ 
(cf. T :'Oor« , 

® er* iXrldi^ ‘In reliance on hope,* with Tfir£r47>?. On the vie^v that rhv 
^Tordjas'ra refers to God, ivr^ IXirf Si may be construed either with ^eriyri or with 
ifWQTd^awra, |n the latter ' case it is necessary ta read,: ' not '. Mri, because * : ' ■ ' ■ ' ' 
CKD^FG), but^Ti, ‘that' (ABCD«EKLP)-^‘ with b,ope that.^ ■ 

^ The present sufferings are /the birth-pangs- /■ of 'a new creation, a. better world 
' 'xxiv, 8 : dpxh i and all nature, cursed by -man’s .sin, ' .. .. 

shares his anguish. On the view that Tbp bzord^avra (\'er. 20) refers to God, 
ffw in crvparcpd^et and a-vpwdlvei must be regarded as a mere sUengthening of the 
simple.verbs. or as introducing the idea of a chorus': of groaning in Nature.' , On .; ' 
this use of the.pTO."€fi .Jo.^ xiv. .9 :' rorndniv xphvoy vpmp eipu ; ' 

''Gf.p.:;a5a , "■ 
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straggling to lift a burden beyond your strength, and a 
friend comes to your aid. He lays hold of it, and then 
betwixt you — you on this side and he on that — it is lifted 
easily. 

This is the office of the Holy Spirit. He does not reheve 
us of our burdens : He ‘ lends us a helping hand.’ And the 
Apostle adduces a particular case— the task of prayer. We 
are ignorant and bewildered. Our prayers are only con- 
fused cries, ‘ inarticulate groanings ’ ; but the Spirit pours 
meaning into them ; He pleads for us ; and, interpreted by 
Him, our ‘ inarticulate groanings ’ are prevailing supplica- 
tions in God’s ear. This is the Spirit’s ' intercession,’ It 
cf. ver. 34. is the complement of the intercession of Christ. The Holy 
16’ 18°'/-’^' Lord’s Successor. In the days of His flesh our 

a6. ’ Lord was the mind of God and the love of God in contact 
with human need. When He took His departure, that point 
of contact was removed ; but another was established by 
the Holy Spirit’s advent. He is now what our Lord was in 
the days of His flesh — God’s earthly representative, on the 
one hand advocating God’s cause with men, and on the other 
conveying their responses to God. His intercession is the 
pledge of our acceptance. It is the taking up of our prayers 
by God, their entrance into His very heart. It is God’s 
espousal of our cause. 

36 Likewise the Spirit also lends a helping hand to our weak- 
ness. For what to pray for as we should we do not know, but 
the Spirit Himself pleads for us with inarticulate groanings ; ^ 

37 and the Searcher of hearts knows what cause the Spirit espouses, 
because it is as God would have it ^ that He pleads the cause 

38 of the saints. And we know that with those who love God 
He co-operates in everything for good with those who are 

29 called in accordance with His purpose. For those whom He 

* The groanings are ours, not the Spirit’s. Cf. Aug. In Joan. Ev. Tract, vi. 2 : 
‘ In nobis gemit, quia gemere nos facit. Nec parva res est, quod nos doeet 
Spiritus sanctos gemere >. insinuat enim nobis quia peregrinamur, et dooet nos in 
patiiam suspirare, et ipso desiderio gemimas.’ 

’ mrb, eefo, cf. 2 Cor. vii. 9-1 1. 

® This construction makes the sentence an amplification of leari 0 eoi', and it is 
attested by (l) the addition of A Qe 6 s after owepye? in AB, and (2) the absence of 
6 &eis in ver. 29, implying that awepyet and vpodyva have the same subj. The 
rendering ‘ for those who love God ail thit^ co-operate for good ’ is, however, 
grammatically no less possible. . 




foreknew, He also foreordained for conformation to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the first-hom among 
so many brothers; and whom He foreordained these He also 
called ; and whom He called, these He also accounted right- 
eous ; and whom He accounted righteous, these He also cf. rer, 17. 
glorified. ^ 

And now the Apostle draws to a conclusion. He surveys The 
his argument, and exults in the believer’s eternal security secmky 
confirmed by a double guarantee. God is on our side, and 
the evidence is the Cross of Christ : ‘ He did not spare His 
own Son but surrendered Him for us all.’ The love which 
faced that supreme Sacrifice will withhold nothing. And 
our acquittal is absolute. It is God’s verdict, and God’s 
verdict is final. We are one with Christ, not only in His 
Death but in His Resurrection ; and the presence of our 
Representative at God’s right hand is the pledge of our 
future glory. His love is our security, and it is an unfailing 
love. It holds us in its grasp, and it wiU never let us go. 

That was the Apostle’s persuasion, and it w'as bom of 
experience. The love of Christ had succoured him in all the 
manifold distresses of the bygone years, and brought him ct a Cot. 
through every conflict a conqueror and more than a conqueror ; 
and he recognised in the experience of the past a prophecy 
of the future. The love which had blessed him hitherto, 
would never fail him. It would attend him to the end of 
his days, nor would it cease there. It would reach out into 
the unknown Eternity. He conjures up the mysterious 
terrors of the Unseen, marshals them in grim array, and sets 
them at defiance. ‘ Neither death ’ — that black shadow 
' which is ever travelling toward us across the waste and will 

i presently engulf us. ‘ Nor life ’ — a worse terror still, more 

mysterious, more perilous. 

‘ Many there be that seek Thy face 
To meet the hour of parting breath { 

But ’tis for life I need Thy grace : 

Life is more solemn still than death.' 

What dread chances it holds ! what appalling possibilities 
of disaster, suffering, and shame ! ‘ Nor angels nor principal- 
ities nor powers ’ — the innumerable hosts which encompass 
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us. those mysterious forces which play upon our lives, in- 
calculable, uncontrollable. ‘ Nor things present nor things 
future, nor height nor depth ’—all dimensions of time and 
space ; this world, the next ; Heaven, Hell. And what 
more remains ? The Apostle sums up every possibility under 
one final and comprehensive category—' nor any different 
creation.’ ‘ I know not,’ he means, ' what new environment 
may yet confront me, what strange world, what unimagined 
order, what play of forces more dread and solemn than I 
have hitherto experienced ; but I fear not even that. For 
there is nothing here, nothing there, nothing anywhere which 
I need dread, since, wherever I may be and whatever may 
emerge, the Love of Christ %vill be with me, my comrade 
and my portion.' 

It is told of Robert Bruce, the Scottish saint in the genera- 
tion succeeding the Reformation, that, as he lay a-dying, 
attended by his daughter, he suddenly exclaimed : ‘ Hold, 
daughter, my Master calls me.’ And then he bade her fetch 
the Bible. ‘ Cast me up,’ he said, ‘ the eighth chapter of 
Romans, and place my finger on these words, “ I am per- 
suaded.” ’ And thus he died, with his finger and his heart 
resting there. 

31 What, then, shall we say in view of all this ? If God is 
33 for us, who is against us ? Seeing that He did not spare 
His own Son but surrendered Him for us all, how will He 
not also with Him graciously bestow everything upon us ? 
33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God 
34 ' that accounts righteous : who is it that condemns ? ’ It 
is Christ Jesus that died, or rather, was raised. He who is 

35 at the right hand of God, who is also pleading for us. Who 
will separate us from the love of Christ ? Will distress or 
anguish or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 

36 sword ? As it is written : 

a*. ‘ For Thy sake we are being put to death all the day long ; 

We were reckoned as sheep for slaughter.’ 

37 But amid all this we more than conquer through Him who 

38 loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers,* nor things 

* The wobIs oSre Svfi/ias in the vast majority of MSS. stand after ftiWovTa, but 
they should certainly stand after 4 px®^, forming a triple category otfre &yye\oi oSre 
dpx<ii oSre Svri/tas. Unless indeed they are a mere interpolation {cf. 1 Cor. xv. 
?4; Eph. i. 31 j i Pet. iii. 22), their transposition is probably due to their 
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present nor things fntnre, no height nor depth, nor any 
different creation ^ will have the power to separate ns from 
the love of God, the love which it in Chriit Jesui our Lord. 


3, The Problem of the Election of Israel (ix-xi) 

The Apostle's task is accomplished. He has defined and The 
demonstrated his doctrine of Justification by Faith, and IsmeVs re- 
answered the objections which were urged against it. But jection. 
he does not conclude here. A problem still remained which 
was very grievous to his own heart and well-nigh disposed 
him to wish that a doctrine involving so terrible a consequence 
might be false. Its offence in the eyes of the Judaists lay 
in its obliteration of the distinction between Jews and Gen- 
tiles ; but the Apostle recognised that a heavier disaster had 
befallen Israel than the loss of her ancient prestige, her 
exclusive privilege. It was the tragedy of her utter rejection. 

She had refused her Saviour, the promised Messiah, and her 
heritage had passed to the believing Gentiles. They were 
now the people of God, and she \vas an outcast from His 
grace. It was a dire catastrophe, and well-nigh broke the 
Apostle's heart. For he loved his people. Their sacred 
tradition vras precious and glorious in his eyes ; and when 
he contemplated the tragic dimuement, the prayer of Moses 
rose to liis lips : ‘ Oh, this people have sinned a great sin. ex. xxkIi 
Yet now, if Thou wait forgive their sin . . . ; and if not, blot 
me, I pmy Thee, out of Thy book which Thou hast written.' 

laK.:! ' ■ It " is truth that I am telling in Christ, it is no lie, my 
conscience supporting me with its testimony in the Holy 

2 Spirit — that I have great grief and my heart has ceaseless^ 

3 pain. I caught myself praying that I should be myself 
an accursed outcast from the Christ for the sake of my 

4 brothers, my kinsfolk according to the flesh. For they are 

accidental omission from the text of an early MS. They would then be noted on 
the margin and might easily be misplaced in the text by a subsequent copyist. 

The Apostle is here alluding to the elaborate Jewish angelology which, especially 
in Gnostic circles, tended to develop into angelolatiy*. C£. p. 550. 

^ Cf, Chrys. *. 3 di- Xtiyei roiourSy ccrritf' el Kal dXXiy roera^T'^ xrl«rij ^ 

® dSidXwrof, Incessant/ Iinremitting used of a racicing cough — iomXiwrm 
(Moulton and Milligan, 


Cf, Heb. 
ix. X, 6, 
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Israelites; theirs are the restoration to sonship, and the 
Glory, ^ and the Covenants, and the Lawgiving, and the 

5 Temple-service, and the Promises ; theirs are the Fathers, 
and of them sprang the Christ according to the flesh — He 
who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.® 

To the discussion of this bitter problem he now addresses 
liiraself, and he grapples with it in anguish of soul : now 
vindicating God’s righteousness and laying the responsibility 
on Israel ; then gladly recognising that her rejection is only 
partial, and there is still ‘ a remnant according to the 
election of grace ’ ; and finally emerging into the triumphant 
assurance of her ultimate restoration and humanity’s uni- 
versal salvation. 

His argument turns on three ideas w'hich figured largely - 
in Jewish theology — Election, the Sovereignty of God, and 
His Irresponsibility. 

Israel was the elect nation, and the Jews derived thence a 
fatal assurance of unassailable security. God had promised 

^ The Shekinah (cf. Jo. i. 14 ; -Heb. ix. 5). Cf. n. on 2 Cor. xii. 9, p. 33S. 

® The great Fathers and the ancient version.-?; agree in attaching 0 iwi ‘n-dpruv 
Bihs e^’Xoyi^Tbs els robs alojpas to 0 Xj3£<rr6j, but this construction was early 
challenged in the interests botli of orthodoxy and of heresy. On the one Imnd, 
the text was quoted, as identifying Christ witli God, by tire Patripassians (cf. 
Hippolyt. Cm/ra ilW. vi j Epiplmn. ivij. 2, 9) ; while* on the other hand| it 
offended the Arians (cf. Epist. of Co. of Antioch to Paul of Saniosata, A.D. 269* 
Routh, SacKf HI, pp. 29'! f.). And so the construction was altered by 

manipulation of the punctuation—* a legitimate procedure, since punctuation was 
lacking in the earliest MSS. i. A period was placed after and the ensuing 

words were rendered either (1) *He who is over all, even God, be (or *is') 
blessed for ever,.’ or (2) ‘He who is over all is God blessed for ever.’ 2. The 
period was placed after wdprwp: ‘ the ^ Christ according to the flesh, who is over 
all (ci X. 12 ; Ac. x, ,36). -God be (or ‘is’) blessed for ever.’ The objection 
to these latter constructions is that an ascription of glory to God is here abrupt 
and purposeless ; and, moreover, in a doxology ebX&yjf t6s always stands at the 
beginning (cf. Lk. L 68 j 2 Cot, L 3 j Eph. i 3 ; i Tet i. 3). It is a decisive 
confirmation of the former construction that ft provides a natural and necessary 
antithesisto rb fcard ixdpKat the Christ who was an Israelite ‘according to the 
flesh ’ was in truth the blessed and eternal God. It is no valid objection that 
nowhere else does Paul expressly designate Christ *God/ but always ‘the Lord’ 
as distinguished from ‘ God the Father * (cf. 1 Cor. viii, 6) j for the designation is. 

In no wise alien from his thought. Cf. the interchange of Uvey/ta 0eo0 and 
Ep€v/xa XpiffTov in vlii. 9-1 1. The Apostolic Father St. Ignatius could not have 
used phrases like X/ncFTbs b Bebs so freely as he does (cf. Epk, 

inset., i, xviii ; inscr., ili, vi j Fdjpc, viii j Smyrm. i) unless the idea had been 
apostolic. . ■ ; 
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to be the God of Abraham and his seed after him ; and thus, 
they argued, He was bound by an inviolable pkdge, and 
cpuld never disown them* The Apostle meets this conttn- 
tion by demonstrating from the Scriptures that Election 
had a narrower compass than they siipposed. Not all 
Abraham's descendants are his children and heirs of the 
Promise. There is an election within the election, The 
Scriptures recognise this, and he adduces an historic instance. 

Ishmael vras a son of Abraham no less than Isaac, yet Ishmael 
was not ' a child of the Promise.' He was indeed Abraham's 
son by a heathen concubine, and it might be urged that this 
invalidated his title to rank with Isaac, the child of Sarah ; 
but then Jacob and Esau were sons of Isaac b}^ the same 
mother, Rebecca, yet God, in the prophet's grim phrase, 

‘ loved Jacob and hated Esau.' 

6 Not that the 'vvord of God has lapsed. For not all who are 

7 of Israel's race are Israel ; nor because they are Abraham's 
seed are they all his children. No, * in Isaac shall thy seed 

8 be called/ That is, it is not the children of the flesh that are Geo. xxi. 
children of God ; no, it is the children of the Promise that 

9 are reckoned as seed. For the word is a word of promise, and 
it is this : ' At this season next year I will come, and Sarah 

20 shall have a son/ And, more than that, there is also the case xviii. to. 
of Rebecca when she conceived by one man, our father Isaac. 

11 Ere the children were born or had done aught good or ill, that 
God's elective purpose might abide on the score not of works 

12 but of His call, it was told her : / The elder shall be slave to xxr. 23. 

13 the younger ' ; and accordingly it is written : ' Jacob I loved, Mai. i. 2, 3. 

but Esau I hated/ ■ ■ ' ' 

Here the question emerges whether this was fair : and the (2) 'ihe 
Apostle answers it by asserting ■ the Sovereignty of God— of 
that stern truth which finds exemplification in : the, stor}? of ■: 
Pharaoh. God shows mercy where He will, and wdiere He 
will He hardens men's hearts ; and there is here no unfairness, 
since none has a claim upon Him. ' ■ None' is entitled to mercy 
or compassion, and where He displays either, it is pure un^ 
merited grace. 

14 What, then, shall we say ?. Is there ' unrighteousness 

15 God ? Away with the idea ! ^.He, says'fo Moses : It will,be Ex. .xxxilt: 
mercy wherever I have mercy, ■' and compassion wherever 1^9* 

i6have compassion/ So then., it depends, not on man's will/or 
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i* i 6 . 17 effort but on God’s mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh : 

' For this very end I raised thee up. that I might demonstrate 
cf. Ex. iv. in thee My ^wer, and that My name might be proclaimed 
ai, vH. jg abroad in all the earth.’ So then on whom He will He has 
mercy, and whom He will He ' hardens.' 

S3) Hb But then, it may be urged, if it be God that has hardened 
irresponsi- hearts, why should He blame us for our unbelief ? This 
cf.is.xxix. objection the Apostle meets by affirming the Irresponsibility 
of God, borrowing an image which figures largely in Jewish 
wsd. XV. literature and likening God to a potter and man to the clay 
ecciL. which the potter fashions as he will. 

xxxiii. 13. 

‘ For the potter, pressing soft earth toilsomely, 
fashioneth each vessel for our service ; 

Nay, of the same clay he is wont to fashion both the vessels 
which minister pure offices 
and those of a contrary sort, all alike ; 

And what is the use of each vessel of either sort 
the workman is judge.’ 

Here, suggests the Apostle, may lie the answer to that Jewish 
question why God first hardened Israel’s heart, and then 
condemned her for her unbelief. Perhaps her privilege had 
an ulterior purpose. Perhaps the Jews were all the while 
' vessels of vraath ’ doomed to destruction, and His long 
forbearance with them was nothing else than the working out 
of His gracious purpose toward His ' vessels of mercy ’ — His 
believing people whether Jews or Gentiles. The idea found 
support in Scripture. Was it not the Gentiles that Hosea 
meant when he prophesied of the calling of those who w’ere 
no people to be the people of God ? And did not Isaiah 
declare that, however numerous the nation of Israel might 
be, only ‘ the remnant ’ would be saved ? 

19 You wiffi say to me, then ; ' Why does He still find fault ? 

20 For who is withstanding His will ? ’ Nay, rather, man, who 

Is.xxw.i6, are you that are bandying words with God ? ' Shall the thing 

9 - moulded say to him who moulded it ; " Why didst thou make 

Jer. xviii. zi me thus ? " ’ Has not ' the potter ’ authority over ' the clay,’ 
of the same lump to make one vessel for honour and another 
i2 /or dishonour ? Suppose that, while it was God’s will to 
Jar. V 25; demonstrate His wratt aai 3 ..publish His power, He bore in 

Is. liv. i 6 . much long-suffering with ' vessefe'c^f wrath ' fitted ‘ for destruc- 
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tstion/ that He publish ^ the riches of His glory toward 

vessels of mercy which He prepared beforehand for glory — 
ii4iveii ns whom He also called, not only from among the Jews 
as but from among the Gentiles also? As He says alsoin Hosea : 

' I will call them that are no people to be My people 
and her that is not beloved to be beloved. 

26: And it shall be that in the place where it was said to them, 
No people of Mine are ye/' 

There shall they be called to be sons of the Living God/ 

27 And Isaiah cries concerning Israel : * Though the number of 
the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, it is but the remnant 

28 that shall be saved. For a reckoning complete and concise 

29 will the Lord make upon the earth.' And, as Isaiah has previ- 
ously said, 

‘ Unless the Lord of Hosts had left us a seed, 

as Sodom we would have become, and like Gomorrah 
would we have been made.' 

Thus the long history of humanity had issued in a sur- 
prising denouement. The Gentiles had w^on the prize which 
they had never sought ; and the Jews, though they had 
pursued it, had never reached the goal. The prize was right- 
eousness, and the Jews had missed it because they had 
pursued it along a false track. They had sought to vnn it 
by the works of the Law ; and the Gentiles, in their need 
and helplessness, had found it by faith in Christ, 

30 What, then, shall we say ? That Gentiles, who were not 
pursuing righteousness, won righteousness, a righteousness, 

31 however, winch comes of faith ; whereas Israel, though pur- 
:3a suing' a law of righteousness, never reached one. Wherefore ? 

Because their starting-point was not faith but what they 
:: deemed works., , They stumbled over the stone of stumbling/ * 
.ssas.it is written 

' Behold, I place in Sion a stone of stumbling and a rock of 
tripping, 

and he who rests his faith on Him shall not be put to 
shame/ ® 

* Omitting mi before tm yumpwis with W, H. 

. coatmuatlon.: 'of ' the metaphor ,of the race in ret. 16 (roiT and 

veis. 30, 31. Cf. the description of a disaster at .the Pj^hian Games throtigh t 
cnariot strikixig the turning-post in Soph. Ekd. 743-4S. 

• These tv.o passages are similarly conjoined in I Pei, ii. 6. The quotation k 
evidently taken from a collection of ‘testimonies.’ . ,Cf. p. 220* 
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Purpose of To appreciate this passage it should be observed that the 
ingarfu-**’ Apostle is grappling in anguish of soul with a grim and 
baiiling problem ; and he thus far presents no adequate and 
final solution. He merely throws out a series of suggestions 
based on theological postulates which were indubitable to 
the Jewish mind but which appear less cogent from the 
Christian point of view. It was enough at the moment tha t 
he should silence the objections of his Jewish readers and 
lead them to recognition of the dire fact of Israel’s rejection,, 
and he presently emerges into a larger conception of God’s 
providential dealings. 

Us liniita- Stem as it is, his idea of Election hardly admits of criticism, 
since it is nothing else than a reading of history. Ishmael 
and Esau stood in his thought for their descendants ; and 
the descendants of the former w'ere the fierce tribe of the 
Gen. xvi. Ishmaelites, whose hand was against every man and ever>' 
Ps.citxxvii. man’s hand against them, and the accursed Edomites, the 
7 - enemies of Israel and Israel’s God. He reasons back from 

the actual issue to the eternal purpose. But the Christian 
spirit refuses to acquiesce in the Jewish dogmas of the 
Sovereignty and Irresponsibility of God. It repudiates the 
idea that God owes nothing to man. The creature has a 
claim on his Creator ; the child has a claim on his Father. 
It is indeed true that ‘ wherever He has mercy, it is merc3^ 
and wherever He has compassion, it is compassion ’ ; but 
1 Pet. )v. He owes both, since He is ‘ a faithful Creator ’ and, still more, 
since He is a Father. He would not be a Father if He did 
not love His children, especially His lost children, and do the 
utmost w'hich love can devise to bring them home.^ And 
as for the assertion of the Irresponsibility of God, it is open 
to obvious and fatal objections. Grant that we are but as 
clay in the hands of the potter, and He may make of us what 
He will — a vile utensil or a festal cup ; yet it were a shame 

* Cf. George Eliot, Life, Append, to Chap, x by Mrs. John Cash: ‘To 

something that followed from her intimating the claim of creatures upon their 
Creator, my father objected, ** But w^e have no claim upon God.” Ko claim upon 
God ! ” she reiterated indignantly ; ** we have the strongest possible claim upon 
Him.”' . . , There may be,” she would say, “conduct on the part of a 
parent which should exonerate bis child from further obligation to him | but there 
cannot be action conceivable which should absolve the parent from obligation to 
serve his child, seeing that for that .child^s existence he is himself responsible,” ’ 
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to Him if He deliberately fashioned vessels for destruction 
and not for use. His character as a good craftsman is at 
stake, and He owes it to Himself to mak« the best of His 
material and compel it to His purpose. 

‘ So, take and use Thy work : 

Amend what flaws may lurk. 

What strain o’ the stuff, what warpings past the aim 1 
V My times be in T% hand ! 

Perfect the cup as planned ! 

Let age approve of youth, and death complete the same! ’ 

This is indeed God’s way. ' The Lord will perfect that ps. 
which concemeth me ; Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ® 
ever ; forsake not the vforks of Thine own hands.’ Nor is 
this the final definition of the relation between God and man. 

We are more, much more, than senseless clay in the Potter’s 
hands. We are God’s reasonable creatures ; we are His 
cliildren created after the image of His Eternal Son, and He 
owes us a Father's love and S 3 mipathy and care. 

All this the Apostle duly recognises in the sequel ; and the 
fact is that he is not here expounding his own doctrine. His 
purpose is to beat down Jewish arrogance, and he confronts 
its pretensions with its own theological postulates. 

He has been writing hard things of his people ; and Israel’s 
since he has harder things still to write, he reasseverates 
the undying affection which he bore them, and his grief at 
the disaster which had overtaken them. He was not exult- 
ing in their humiliation. On the contrary, their salvation 
was his constant and eager desire ; yet he could not close 
bis eyes to their unhappy plight, and he proceeds to show 
that it was their own doing. They had indeed sought 
righteousness, but they had sought it in their own laborious 
and futile way by the works of the Law, and had refused 
God’s way — the easy and sure way of faith in Christ. 

a. X Brothers, my heart’s craving ^ and my prayer to God on 
* their behalf are for their salvation. I bear them testimony 
that they have a zeal for God, but it is an uninstracted zeal. 
sFor, ignoring God’s righteousness and seeking to set up one 

* 4 eiSaida rijs mfiStas, ‘ the good pleasure of my heart,’ what would con- 

tCBt It* Cliiys. $ €^mlup ipTmBa t^p <ir^oSpb.v iTi,$vpi>l9,v ■ 
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were not subjected to the righteousnees 

;:;:>;v-;vv^^ 

(i) The And they were inexcusable, since the very Law which 
b“®y®gf required Works revealed the better way of Faith. He ad- 
the Word, duces a passage in Moses’ address to the Israelites when he 
Dt. xiiK. was giving them the Law : ‘ This commandment which I 
command thee this day, it is not too hard for thee, neither 
is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, 
“ Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, 
and make us to hear it, that we may do it ? ” Neither is 
it bej'ond the sea, that thou shouldest say, " Who will go 
over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, and make us to 
hear it, that we may do it ? ” But the word is very nigh 
unto thee, on thy lips, and in thy heart, that thou mayest 
do it.’ The Lawgiver is here warning the Israelites of their 
responsibility. They knew God’s requirement, since it was 
plainly written in the Law which he had delivered to them. 
It was no unrevealed mystery, no inaccessible lore. The 
passage is an assertion of the simplicity and sufficiency of 
the Law^, but the Apostle, handling the ancient Scriptures 
with his accustomed freedom, invests it with a significance 
which Moses never intended. In fact his reference is not a 
quotation but an adaptation, a mere literary allusion. He 
recalls the familiar words and fits them to his purpose. Here, 
he says, is the difference between the Law and the Gospel. 
The Law says : ‘ Do, and thou shalt live ’ ; but the Gospel 
inculcates no laborious observances. Its command is : 
‘ Have faith in Christ.’ He has wrought out salvation by 
His Incarnation and Resurrection, and these are accomplished 
facts. You need not ask : ‘ Who will go up to heaven and 
bring Him down ? ‘ for He came down and lived and died. 
Nor need you ask : ' Who will go down to the deep and raise 
Him from the dead ? ’ for He is risen and ascended. He is 
the Living and Glorified Saviour, and nothing is required 
but a glad, brave faith in Him. ' We need not,’ St. Chry- 
sostom puts it, ‘ go a far road or sail the ocean or cross 
mountains in order to be saved. No, though you will not 
so much as step over your threshold, you may be saved 
: j; home,’' ■/ 
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Faith is all ; for is it not written that ' no one who sets 
his faith on Him shall be put to shame " ? This is the charter 
of universal salvation* Salvation is by faith in Christ, and 
it is offered to Jew and Gentile indiscriminately. His mercy 
is for ail who * call upon His name ' ; and here lay the Apostle's 
iustification in preaching to all, Jews and Gentiles alike. 


4 For the Law's goal is Ghrist,i that righteousness may accrue 

5 to every one who has faith. For Moses writes that ' the man Lev. xvin 
who doeth ' the righteousness which comes of the Law ‘ shall s- 

6 live in it.' But the righteousness which comes of Faith speaks 
thus : * Say not in thy heart : Who will go up to heaven ? " 

7 that is, to bring Christ down ; or, Who will go dowm to the 
deep? that is, to bring Christ up from the dead.' No, 

8 what is it that it says ? * The Word is nigh thee on thy 

lips and in thy heart,' that is, the Word of Faith which w-e are 

9 proclaiming — that, if you take the confession ' on thy lips ' 

Jesus is Lord, and have the faith * in thy heart ' that God cf. iCor. 

10 raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. It is with the 3- 
heart that one has faith and attains righteousness, and it is 
with the lips that one makes confession and attains salvation. 

11 For the Scripture says : ‘ No one who rests his faith on Him is. xxviii 

12 shall be put to shame.' There is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek ; for the same Lord is Lord of all, rich toward all 

13 who call upon Him. For ' whosoever calls upon the name of joei ii. 32. 

14 the Lord shall be saved/ How, then, are they to call upon 
One in whom they never had faith ? And how are they to 
have faith in One whose message they never heard? And 

5 how are they to hear it without one to proclaim it ? And how 
are they to proclaim it unless they be commissioned ? As it 
is written, * How beautiful are the feet of those who preach is. lii. 7. 
the Gospel of good things i * 
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And this was the condemnation of the Jews : they had 
not hearkened to the Gospel. And what was the reason ? 
It was not that they had never heard it ; for it had been 
published near and far. There was no comer of the wide- 
spread Empire whither it had not penetrated.* In truth it 
was like ' the music of the spheres,’ filling the broad firma- 
ment and unheard only by inattentive ears, unperceived only 
by dull hearts. And this was the reason of Israel’s faithless- 
ness. The music of the Gospel was in her ears, but she had 
never perceived it. And the Gentiles had perceived it and 
hearkened to it — the stupid, despised Gentiles. 

16 But they did not all hearken to the Gospel. No, for Isaiali 
says : ‘ Lord, who had faith in the message he heard from 
I7US ? ’ So faith springs from the message one hears, and the 

18 message one hears is conveyed by the word of Christ. But, 
I say, did they never hear it ? Yes, indeed : 

‘ To all the earth went forth their speech, 
and to the limits of the world their words.’ 

19 But, I say, did Israel never perceive it ? First there is Moses, 
and he says : 

‘ I will stir you to jealousy against a nation which is no 
nation, 

against a nation without understanding will I stir you 
to wrath.’ 

ao But Isaiah speaks out boldly : 

‘ I was found by those who were not seeking Me ; 

I was made manifest to those who were not inquiring 
of Me’: 

ai while with reference to Israel he says: ‘All the day long I 
stretched forth My hands to a people disobedient and rebellious.’ 

There was no evasion of the tragic fact. Israel by her 
faithlessness had forfeited her ancient glory. She was no 
longer the holy nation, the people of God. But was her 
rejection complete and irrevocable ? The very suggestion 
w'as intolerable to the Apostle. It was ruled out, in his 
judgment, alike by personal and providential considerations. 
He was himself an Israelite, and not only did the destiny of 
his people engage his s5Tnpathy but it involved Ids own. 
He knew that he was saved by faith, and this sufficed to 

* Cf. Chrys. : o43^ y&p ir yuvlf, /uKpf ri ytri/itrw dXX’ h> y§ koI 
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assure him that the Israelites were not outcasts from grace. 

And, moreover, God’s purpose was invincible and His love 
inexhaustible. He ‘ never regrets His gifts of grace and His cf. sg. 
calling.’ Wliere He once loves. He loves for ever. This is 
the assurance on which the Jews built their false security ; 
and the assurance was just : it was their inference that was 
delusive. God’s faithfulness did not bind Him to them 
despite their disloyalty ; it was rather a pledge that He would 
yet conquer their disloyalty and make them true to their 
vocation. 

And so the Apostle sets himself con amore to the task of 
vindicating the faithfulness of God and disclosing the golden 
hope which shone for Israel behind the dark cloud ol hex 
present shame. God had not, and He never would, cast her 
off. 

xi. I I say, then, ‘ did God cast off His people ? ’ Away wth Pss. xch. 
the idea ! I am an Israelite, sprung of Abraham's seed, a Iv-. 

3 member of the tribe of Benjamin. God never cast off His isam. ii'. 
people whom He foreknew. 22. ‘ 

The argument is twofold. First, the Apostle resumes and (t) tk 
elaborates the idea which he has already introduced of a remnant, 
faithful remnant in Israel. In all ages there had been an '*■ “?■ 
election within the election, and this was the true Israel, cf. ix. 7- 
In Elijah’s day Israel was not the idolatrous nation but the 
seven thousand who had stood faithful and had never bowed 
a knee to Baal ; and now in like manner she was represented 
by those Jews who had welcomed the Gospel and inherited 
by faith the ancient promises. 

Do you not know what the Scripture says in the story of i ks, xix. 

3 Elijah — ^how he pleads with God against Israel? ‘ Lord, 'S 
they have kiUed Thy prophets, they have dug down Thine 
altars ; and I am left alone, and they are seeking my life.’ 

4 But what says the dhdne response to him ? ‘ I have left 

for Myself seven thousand men, who never bowed a knee to 

3 Baal,’ ’ Thus, then, at the present crisis also there ha^. 

' Tj BdaX (LXX Ti} BdoX). The lem. was formerly explained either by an 
ellipse of dKovt, ‘the image of Baal’ (Euth. Zig., AV., Grot.) or by the 
supposition that Queen Jezebel worshipped a feminine idol (Wetstein). The fact 
is that ri BdaX, which occurs frequently in LXX (cf. 1 Sam. vii. 4; Jer. ii. 28, 
xi. 13, xix. 5, xxxii. 35 ; Hos. ii. 8 ; Zeph. i. 4), is Q’ri : in reading the 
Scriptures uiffx^vy;, ‘shame,’ was substituted for the unholy name ‘Baal,’ and the 
fern. art. indicated this. ' 
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turned out to be a remnant according to the election of grace. 

6 And if it be by grace, it is no longer on the score of works ; 
else the grace turns out to be no longer grace. 

7 What, then ? The thing which Israel is seeking after, she 
never obtained ; but her elect obtained it. And all the rest 

8 grew callous, as it is written : ' God gave them a spirit of 
stupefaction — eyes to see nothing and ears to hear nothing— 

9 until this very day.' And David says : 

' Let their table be made a snare and a prey 
and a trap ^ and a retribution to them ; 

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may see nothing, 

and bow down their back continually.' 

But what of the multitude of faithless Jews ? Was their 
rejection final, their ruin irretrievable ? It w^ere indeed a 
sorry issue of those long centuries of abundant grace that 
only a meagre remnant should be saved from the nation's 
wreck. Here the Apostle reverts to the thought which he 
has already quoted from the Scriptures — that the ulterior 
purpose of God's mercy to the Gentiles was to stir the faith- 
less Jews to jealousy and move them, in very chagrin, to 
repent and seek penitently the grace w^hich they had forfeited. 

11 I say, then, did they stumble to their fall ? Away with the 
idea 1 No, by their lapse salvation has accrued to the Gentiles, 

12 to ' stir them to jealousy.' And if their lapse be the enrich- 
ment of the world and their loss the enrichment of the Gentiles, 
how much more their full restoration ! 

He addresses particularly his Gentile readers. He was 
their Apostle ; he had, in the providence of God, been com- 
missioned to preach the Gospel to them, and he ' glorified 
his ministry.' They knew how devotedly he discharged it ; 
but in truth their salvation was not his sole concern. He had 
his Jewish countrymen constantly in view, and his hope was 
that by the success of his Gentile ministry he might ' stir 
them to jealousy' and turn their hearts. Nor was it an 
unreasonable expectation. The profound principle of Im- 
putation ^ operated here. The blood of Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob and all the saints of old flowed in the veins of the 
faithless Jews, and even in their faithlessness they were 
beloved for their fathers'' sake.' As in the ancient heave- 

* n, oa i.Cor. yiii. 


® Cf, pp. 4<» f. 
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offering the consecration of the first of the dough sanctified 
the whole mass, so its fathers* faith was evermore the nation's 
heritage, its inspiration and rebuke. 

This is a Jewish illustration, and the Apostle immediately The olive 
passes to another which his Gentile readers could better 
appreciate. ' If the root be holy, so also are the branches.' branches. 
Israel was the tree — a good olive-tree ; and the Jews were 
the native branches. Some of them had proved barren. 

These were the unbelieving Jews ; and the}^ had been broken 
off, and in their stead shoots of a wild olive-tree had been 
ingrafted on the stock. These latter were the beliewng 
Gentiles, and the purpose of the parable was to w^arn them 
against exulting in their preferment. That were a repetition 
of the offence which had cost the Jews so dear. They were 
alien branches ; and if they departed from the faith which 
had ingrafted them, the doom w^hich had befallen the native 
branches would surely befall them. And if the Jews re- 
pented, they would be restored. They w^ere the native 
branches, and if it were possible to ingraft alien shoots, it w^as 
more possible to reingraft them. 

13 It is to you Gentiles that I am speaking. Inasmuch as ^ I 

14 am an Apostle to Gentiles, I glorify my ministry in the hope of 
stirring my countrymen to jealousy and saving some of them. 

15 For if their rejection be the reconciliation of the world, what 

16 will their reception be but life from the dead ? If * the first- Nttm. xv. 
fruits ' be holy, so also is * the dough ' ; and if the root be 

r^hoiy, so also are the branches. And if some of the branches 
were broken off and you, though but a wild olive, were in- 
grafted among them, and were given a share in the root which 
rS holds the sap of the olive-tree, boast not against the branches. 

If you do, it is not you that are carrying the root ; it is the 
root that is carrying you. 

19 You will say, then : ' Branches were broken off that I might 

20 be ingrafted/ Very good ; it was for their faithlessness that 
they were broken off, while, as for you, it is by your faith tliat 
you stand fast. Be not uplifted with conceit ; no, be afraid. 

2x For if God did not spare the native branches, neither will He 
22 spare you. See, then, God's kindness and His severity. On 
the fallen rests God's severity, and on you His kindness, if 
you persist in His kindness ; othenvise you also will be cut off. 

^ Omitting ixky otV (KABCF) with DEFG. There is no reasonable interpreta- 
tion of fih imo vero ; and the simple iiiv (L, Vulg., Chrys., Orig., Ambrstr.) 
implies an unexpressed antithesis (5^). 
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*3 And as for the others, if they do not persist in their faithless- 
ness, they \vill be ingrafted ; for God has the power to ingraft 
*4 them again. If you were cut off from your native wild olive 
and, contrary to nature, were ingrafted into a good olive, how 
much more will these, the native branches, be ingrafted on 
their proper olive-tree ! 

It is indeed a telling parable ; yet ' it is not,’ observes an 
ancient commentator,^ ' in accordance with the law of hus- 
bandry,’ and it is well for the success of the Apostle’s argu- 
ment that it was addressed to readers who dwelt in cities 
and had no skill in arboriculture. The use of grafting is to 
provide the shoots with a vigorous root that the}' may be 
nourished by its sap and bear abundance of their proper 
fruit. Cuttings of an oleaster ingrafted on an olive would 
still bear their wild fruit, ' since,’ says St. Jerome, ‘ the manner 
is rather for the branch to assimilate the strength of the root 
than for the root to change the branch into its own quality.’ 
And no less impracticable is the idea of the reingrafting ol 
the severed branches. Their fate, as our Lord remarks in 
His parable of the True Vine, is to be ‘ cast out and withered, 
and gathered and cast into the fire and burned.’ 

It is vain to allege, in needless solicitude for his technical 
exactitude, that the Apostle, dealing with a miracle of grace, 
intentionally describes an unnatural process. His purpose 
was to demonstrate by a familiar analogy the reasonableness 
of God’s providential dispensation, and it was essential that 
the analogy should be true to nature. The truth is that, the 
passage is characteristic. The life of cities was the only life 
which Paul knew. Tarsus was his birthplace and the home 
of his childhood ; he had been educated at Jerusalem ; and 
the cities of Asia Minor, Macedonia, and Achaia had been the 
exclusive scenes of his apostolic ministry. It was the teem- 
ing centres of population that he always sought in the course 
of his missionary journeys. He hastened from city to city ; 
and it is significant that he has mentioned nothing which 
he encountered by the way save the obstacles which inter- 

* Ambrstr. Cf. Orig. : ‘Sed nehoc qtiidem lateat nos in hoc loco, quod non 
eo ordine Apostolus olivae et oleastri similitudinem posuit quo apud agricoUs 
habetur. Illi enim magis olivam oleastro inserere et non olivse oleastrum solent : 
Paulus vero apostoUca auctoritate ordine commutato res magis causis quam 
causas rebus aptavit.’ 
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rupted his progress— shipwrecks, floods, and brigands. He 
had no eye for scenery, no interest in llistoric monuments ; 
and he never stayed to preach in the villages along iiis route. 

It was not that he despised those humble peasants, but that 
they were inaccessible to his message. They knew only their 
local dialects, and could not have understood his preaching 
in the Common Greek. 

And thus it came to pass that the city W'as his world, and CoiuMst 
his letters abound in allusions to its institutions and manners tord?'^^ 
— its craftsmen and traders ; its martial glitter and pomp ; cf. Rom. 
its law-courts ; I- its theatres and games ; its architecture.® Cor?ri. 17: 
It is another atmosphere that one breathes in i-eading the 
Gospels. The Lord in the days of His flesh had His home in 22, v. 5’; 
Galilee, and He loved its people and looked with Idndly and 7, xu-.' s'- 
sympathetic eyes on their employments and on all thewdld 
and beautiful things of field and woodland. Cor.'ii. 14; 

Rom. xiv, 

VThe Lake, 

The lonely peaks, the valleys, lily-lit, (for. iV. 9, 

Were synagogues. The simplest sights we met— 24-27: 

The Sower hinging seed on loam and rock ; 

The darnel in the wheat ; the mustard-tree 
That hath its seed so little, and its boughs 
Widespreadiiig ; and the wandering sheep ; and nets 
Shot in the wimpled waters — drawing forth 
Great fisli and small : — these, and a hundred such. 

Were pictures for Him from the page of life, 

Teaching by parable.' 

But that page of life was hidden from the Apostle, and Ms 
rare allusions to it betray liis inexperience. When he quotes i Cor. h..' 
that humane ordinance of the ancient Law : * Thou shalt not 
miizHe the ox while it is treading out the grain/ it seems to 
liim, oblivious of the Master's word that ‘ not a sparrow falls Mt. x, 29.' 
oil the ground without our Father/ incredible that God 
should be concerned for oxen:; and; so he spiritualises the ' 
precept and .interprets it of the.. preacher’s., right to iiiaiii- : 
teiiance. 

And here again, wdieii lie, essays ’a.nTllustra.tjoii from hits- Spinitiai 
baiidry, lie betrays his inexperience. tHisA3lu!idei./\voi:i,.ld 

leicst.' . 

^ Cf. the terms SimiSia, diKmwjim, BimlkWis : fcphiSf Kpttfmi 'KphnPf 

mraM.plp€ip, . 

* Cf. the term o4A:o^o/t?|. C ' ■ 
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hardly be observed by his city-bred readers, nor would it 
have discomposed him greatly had he been informed that 
he had misconceived the method of grafting. His concern 
was not with husbandmen and their management of trees 
but with God and His ways with men ; and his illustration, 
such as it was, sufficed to enforce his argument, checldng 
the confidence of his Gentile reader's and opening an avenue 
of hope for the faithless Jews. 

And now he proceeds to a second argument. He recog- 
nises in the dark tragedy of Israel’s rejection a ‘ mystery ’ ; 
and a mystery, be it remembered,^ signified a providential 
secret, a gracious purpose of God once hidden but now 
revealed. The supreme mystery in the Apostle’s thought 
was God’s long neglect of the Gentile world ; and it had been 
revealed by the discover}^ in Christ of a limitless grace. 
Humanity had been dear to God all down the ages, and His 
election of Israel had been the working out of His purpose of 
universal redemption. And here the Apostle makes a bold 
venture of faith. The past was in liis sight a prophecy of 
the future, and he recognised in every^ dark dispensation a 
my^stery of God, a providential secret still hidden but one 
day^ to be gloriously revealed. Such a mystery was Israel's 
rejection. It was not, it could not be, final. ‘ God never 
regrets His gifts of grace and His calling.’ 

‘ My own hope is a sun will pierce 
The thickest cloud earth ever stretched ; 

That, after Last, retui'ns the First, 

Though a wide compass round be fetched ; 

That what began best, can’t end worst, 

Nor what God blessed once, prove accurst.' 

The enrichment of the Gentiles would discover to Israel 
her own loss ; and her desolate heart would turn to God, and 
she too would be saved — not a poor remnant but the vAole 
nation. And thus, in God’s unsearchable providence, the 
ultimate issue would be the redemption of universal humanity. 

35 I do not wish you, brothers, to ignore this mystery, lest 
you harbour conceit — that callousness has partially befallen 
Israel until the complement of the Gentiles have come in ; 
a6 and thus all Israel will be saved, as it is written : 

‘ Cf. p. 3aa 
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‘ There will come out of Sion the Deliverer ; Is. !Lx.. SO, 

He will turn away impieties from Jacob. 

27 And this mil be for them My fulfilment of the Covenant— 

when I have taken aw^ay their sins.' 

28 As regards the Gospel they are enemies for your sake, but 
as regards the Election they are beloved for their fathers' 

29 sake ; for God never regrets His gifts of grace and His calling. 

30 As you once disobeyed God but have now experienced mercy 

31 by their disobedience, so they also have now disobeyed Him 
that, by the mercy you enjoy, they also on their part md.y 

32 now experience mercy. For God locked all up in the prison 
of disobedience that He might have mercy on all. 

S3 Ah, the depth of God's riches and wisdom and knowledge 1 ^ Cf. Job v. 
How unsearchable are His judgments and untrackable His 
ways ! ' . 

34 ' Who ever took knowledge of the Lord's mind ? or who is. xi. 13; 

ever shared His counsels ? 

35 Or who first gave to Him that it should be repayed him ? ' 

36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things* 

To Him be the glory for ever, Amen.^ 


Ill 

PRACTICAL (xii-xiv) 

The Apostle's theological argument is now complete, but a call to 
his last word has yet to be spoken. Doctrine is valueless 
unless it issue in holiness ; and the doctrine of Justification 
by Faith is peculiarly liable to ethical perversion. And so 

^ So Orig., Chrys., taking 7rXoi;rov, and ypi!}<r€ws as co-ordinate genitives 

after •jrXouros, ‘riches in grace’ (cf. ii. 4, ix. 23, x. 12). «ro^i'a is 

ratiocinative and yyQi<n$ intuitive. Ambrstr. takes <ro<f>ias and yyicaecos as depen- 
dent on ttXo^tov : ‘the depth of the riches of both the wisdom and the knowledge 
of God.’ This is grammatically legitimate, but the former construction is 
established by vers. 34, 35, where the Apostle repeats the three attributes of God 
in reverse order: His yy^cns — Ws iypuf pqvv Kvptov ; His (ro<pia — -ris <r{>ix^ov\o^ 
adrov iyhero; His ^rXouras — rit irpoidiaKCP 

® Orig. sees here ‘ the mystery of the Trinity ’—God the Father from whom are 
all things, our Lord Jesus Christ through whom are all things, and the Spirit in 
whom all are revealed ; and also in ver. 33, where ‘depth of riches’ signifies tl:.e 
Father from whom are ail things, ‘depth of wisdom’ Christ who is His wisdom 
(cf. I Cor. L 24), and ‘depth of knowledge’ the Holy Spirit who knows th.e 
deep things of God (cf. i Cor. ii. 10, ii). Similarly Ambrstr. This is a mere 

fancy. It would require (l) ip for ris ai*T.o>':,;,and. (2), as Aug. iEnarr, £m ' ^ 

Psalm, Fj 4) observes, avrots for avrtf of the Three Persons. 



Occasions 
of dissen- 
sion : 


(i) Diver- 
sity of 
spiritual 
endow- 
ments. 


I Cor. xii- 
ativ. 


442 LIFE AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 

be' conclmdes a series of practical counsels 

andCexliGrtations,-'. ^ 

He begins with a call to consecration. 

xfi; I ;V I/exhort you/ brothers,,, bj? the compassions, of God, 

'' "to present , your bodies', as .a' living- sacrifice, to ' God. , , This 
. 2 is your spiritual worship.'^- And do not, f ollow bhe ^fashion .of , 
. this age, but 'be transformed by the renewal of the mind,^ so- 
that you may prove what is the will of God, His good and 
well-pleasing and perfect will. 

And now he proceeds- to deal with three questions which 
confronted all the communities of Gentile Christendom and 
disturbed their peace. 

The first was presented by the diversity of spiritual endow- 
ments and the heart-burning, the pride and jealousy which 
it engendered. This unhappy dissension had been rampant 
at Corinth a year previously. It was one of the questions 
which had been submitted to the Apostle's consideration by 
that contentious community, and he had discussed it ex- 
haustively in his reply ; ^ and here he merely reiterates his 
conception of the Church as an organic unity. It is a living 
body, and each believer is a member whh liis peculiar func- 
tion essential to the corporate welfare. Our spiritual en- 
dowments, whatever they may be, are God's appointments ; 
and our duty is to employ them faithfully. And he enforces 
this duty by a succession of practical precepts, pithy and 
memorable* maxims relating to personal character and con- 
duct, behaviour to fellow-Christiaiis, and the proper attitude 
toward outsiders, especially persecutors. 

3 By the grace which was given me I bid every one among you 
not to harbour a higher estimate of himself than he should, 
but to aim at a sober estimate in accordance with the measure 

4 of faith which God has apportioned to each. For just as in 
one body we have many members, and the members have not 

^ \oyiK 6 s, (i) * spiritual ’ as opposed to or (rapKiK 6 ? (cL i Pet. ii. 2, 5), 

Cf. Chrys. : T^oyLKip Xarpeiap" rovrierny, oOSeV crujaarLKdp, ovd^v wax"? 

nMh alff 67 }r 6 v, in contrast with Jewish sacrifice, iKeipT} yap aa^panKr}, (2) 
‘Reasonable,'’ ‘rational/ in contrast with- the. sacrifice 

? Cl n. on 'Phil, il 6, p. 514. - * Cf. pp. 289#. 
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5 all the same function, so we, man}^ as we are, are one body 
in Christ and are individualhr related to ' one another as 
eniembers. Since we have gifts of grace differing according 
to the grace which Avas given us, if it be prophecy, let us 

7 prophesy in proportion to our faith H if it be deaconship,^ 
let us devote ourselves to our deaconship ; if one be a teacher, 

8 let iiim devote himself to his teaching ; ^ if one’s oflice be 
exhortation, let him devote himself to his exhortation ; if it 
,be charity, let him do it with a spirit of - liberality ; ^ if it be 
riiiing, - let him do it 'with earnestness ; if it be showing com- • . 
passion, let him, do it cheerily.'', . 

9 Let your dove be mia'ffected.^ • Abhor what is e\dl ; cleave 

10 to what is good. -'In. the matter -of 'brotherly, friendship iiave^'ris. 
a friendly affection for each other ; in the matter of lionour 

11 give each other precedence ; in earnestness be unslacking, in 

12 spirit fervent, the Lord’s slaves ; in your hope rejoice, in your 

13 distress endure, in your prayer persevere ; have fellowship 

14 with the necessities of the saints ; prosecute hospitality. Bless 

15 your persecutors ; bless, and never curse. Rejoice \vith 

16 them that rejoice, weep with them that weep. Share one 
another’s interests ; harbour no lofty ambitions but embark 

on the stream of lowly duties. ' Have a sober estimate ofprov. iii?. 

17 yourselves.’ Never repay evil wdth evil. 'Safeguard your Prov. iii. 

18 honour in the sight of all men.’ If possible, on your part, be 

19 at peace with all men. Never avenge yourselves, beloved, 

but give room to the Wrath.® For it is written : ' It is for Me Dt. xxxii 

20 to avenge : I will repay,’ says the Lord. No, ' if y^our enemy 35 *^^^ 
is hungry, feed him ; if he is thirsty, give him a drink ; for 

^ Preaching is real only as it is the testimony of faith, the declaration of an 
actual experience (cf. Jer. xxiii, 28; 2 Cor. i.v, 13). Or T 7 )$ .vicrrem \m,y be 
understood as ‘the Faith,’ the objective standard of truth to which preaching 
must conform. 

® dLa!:Qpiav, not ‘ministry’ generally (Chrys.) but the oflice of the deaconship. ^ 

Cf. Pelag. : Sninisterii sacerdotalis vel diaconatus offtcii.’ 

Cf. p. So. 

- * Cf. Sen. De Benef. il. vii. : * Fabiiis Verrucosus beneficium ab homine, duro 
aspere datum *'panem lapidosum” vocabat.’ ; , 

^ Cf. 2 Cor. vi. 6. Anne Bronte, chap, xv : Stupid things!’’ 

muttered she. . . . She greeted them, however, with a cheerful smile, and 
protestations of pleasure at the happy meeting equal to: their own.’ 

® Chrys. : ‘ What “wrath ” ? That of God. : For since this is The chief desire ■ 
of one who has been wronged— to see hirn seif , in the; enjo}mient of redress, He 
gives this very thing in large abundance. : For if he does not himself retaliate, 

God will be his Avenger. Permit timi : therefore,,.,, he says, to prosecute,’ , Jer. , 

Taylor, The Great Exemplar, ii. xii, Dkc- Xi, -Part i,'. I :■ '*To that “wrath we - ' 
must give place,” saith St. Paul; that ;i.s. in '-well-dbing’’ and ' ;evil-suftermg , ; V 
“ commit ourselves to His righteous judgnient, ’’ .leaving' room Tor His exectitibn, > 
who will certainly do it if we snatch not the sword from Plis am.’ 
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ai by doing this you will heap coals of fire upon his head.’ ^ Be 
not conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good. 


( 2 ) obedi- The Apostle now turns to a second practical question — 
'"I’™ the Christian duty of obedience to civil rulers. There is ho 

evidence that the primitive Christians were ever tiirbiilently 
disposed ; and they ere long proved themselves loyal and 
serviceable citizens of the Roman Empire.^ Nevertheless 
in those early days they were generally regarded as a mere 
Jewish sect, and the Jews were the most troublesome of all 
Rome's subject races. The Messianic Hope was a powerful 
incentive to sedition, since the Saviour of Israel was conceived 
.as a mighty king of David’s lineage who should arise and 
crush the oppressor and establish the ancient throne in more 
than its ancient splendour ; and the fanatical Zealots were 
continually fanning the smouldering indignation and Idndling 
the flame of insurrection,® Their identification with the 
Jews exposed the Christians to the suspicion of the imperial 
cf. Ac. government ; and the Apostle had learned by experience 
xvji. b-8, Christ, the King of Israel, might be 

misconstrued into a treasonable propaganda. It was thus 
a counsel of prudence that the Christians should disarm 
suspicion by loyal submission to the constituted authorities. 
A divine But it was morc. It was an absolute duty inasmuch as 
ordinance, government is a divine ordinance. ' The existing authori- 
ties are ordered by God; and so one who opposes the authori- 
tative order is in resistance to God's ordinance.* It was to this 
passage that the Royalist divines of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries appealed in vindication of their doctrines 
of the divine right of kings and the duty of passive obedience;^ 
but they overlooked the essential consideration that, as 
St. Chrysostom remarks, the Apostle inculcates here sub- 
mission not to governors but to government. * He did not 

^ Cf. Ps. cxx. 4. The burning shame which your kindness %vili enkindle in 
yom enemy’s heart is the sorest punishment you can inflict upon him. Cf. Aug. 

Dod, Chr. iir. 24 ; ‘ad benefleentiam te potius charitas revocet, iit intelligas 
Carbones ignis esse urentes ptenitenlioe gemitus, quibus siiperbia sanatur ejus qui 
dolet se inimicum fuisse hominis a quo ejus miserise subvenitur.' 

® Cf. Ep'st. ad Diagtt, v ; Tert. Apol. 37, 42. 

® Cf. The Days of His Fleshy pp. 35 f. 

* Cf. Jer. Tajdor, Duct Duk rii. iil .3, 
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say, '' No mkr exists but by God’s; appointment.” No, it 
is of the thing that he is discoursing.. '"''Mo mMority/' he 
says^ '' exists but by God’s appointment ; and the existing 
authorities are ordered by God.” Thus also, when a wise 
.man says: ” A \\ife is fitted to a inan by the Lord/’ his 
meaning is that God made marriage, not that it is He who 
unites every man in his association vith a woman. For : 
we see many associating with each other for evil and not by 
the law of marriage/ The question of the legitimacy of 
resistance to tyranny does not here arise. The Apostle has 
in view a righteous and beneficent government ; and such a 
government he and his readers enjoyed in those days. Roman 
law' was just and impartial ; and repeatedly in the course Cf. Ac. xviu 
of his travels— at Thessalonica, at Corinth, and at Ephesus— 12^7 
its strong arm had succoured him and shielded him alike ^5-41. 
from Jewish and from heathen violence. ‘ The authority ’ had 
indeed proved * God's minister for his good ’ ; and he recog- 
nised what disasters would ensue from its dethronement. 
'Everything/ says St. Chrysostom, 'w-ould go to wrack ; 
neither city nor farm, neither house nor market nor aught else 
would stand, but everything would be overturned.’ Govern- 
ment was a beneficent institution. It was the buhvark of 
society, and anarchy was a crime against God and humanity, 

xiii. I Let every person be in subjection to the supreme autho- 
rities. For no authority exists but by God’s appoint- 
ment ; and the existing authorities are ordered by God. 
a And so one who opposes the authoritative order is in resistance 
to God’s ordinance ; and the resisters will bring doom upon 
3 themselves. For it is not good conduct but evil that need be 
afraid of rulers. Would you have no fear of the authority ? 

4 Do good, and you will win its praise; for it is God’s 
minister for your good. But if you do evil, be afraid; 
for it is not to no purpose that it wears the sw’ord : it is 
God’s minister taking wrathful vengeance on evil be- 
shaviour. And therefore you must needs be in subjection 
not only on account of the wrath but also on account of 
conscience. 

w’’as thus incumbent upon Christians, wdierever they Taxes a 
might be, to revere the civil authority and loyally obey 
requirements, paying their ' taxes cheerfully, remarks ; the ■ 

Apostle with a smile, though the taxgatherers might, play /the; ;■ " 
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bully. For governmental imposts are not an exaction ; they 
are a debt,^ and they must be paid ; for it is a religious duty 
to ' owe nothing' to any,* except, adds. the Apostle, that debt' 
whichxan never be, discharged— the debt of love, * so burden - 
some';; still paying, still to owed ^ And this, as our Lord has 
taught us, is the only and alFsuffident fulfilment of the Law. 
Love , your neighbour, and you mil do lii,m no manner of 
wrong ; all particular precepts will be superfluous. 

6 It is for this reason also that you pay taxes. For the tax- 

7 gatherers are God*s oflicers devoted to this very task. Pay 
in every instance what you owe : gear where you owe gear, 
tribute where you owe tribute, fear where you owe fear, honour 

8 where you owe honour.® Owe nothing to any except mutual 
glove. One who loves his fellow has fulfilled the Law. For 

the commandments ‘Thou shall not kill,' * Thou shaft not 
steal/ ' Thou shalt not covet,' and every other, are summed 
up in this word : * Thou shalt love thy neighbour as th5'"self.' 
10 Love works no evil to one's neighbour ; therefore love is the 
fulfilment of the Law. 

In kindly and dutiful love lies the golden secret of good 
citizenship; and the obligation w^as strengthened by the 
prevailing expectation of the Lord's immediate Return. It 
was natural that the Jews with their secular ideal of the 
Messianic Salvation should entertain seditious dreams of the 
overthrow of the Roman dominion and the restoration of 
the kingdom to Israel ; but it was a nobler consummation 
that the Christians had in view — the passing of the long night 
and the breaking of the Eternal Day. And that hope incited 
them not to political but to spiritual emancipation. 

XI And this, knowing the crisis, that it is high time for you to 
be roused from sleep ; for now is the Salvation nearer to us 

12 than when we embraced the Faith. The night is far advanced, 
and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the works of 

13 darkness and clothe us with the armour of light. Let us 
comport ourselves becomingly as in the day-time, not in 
revelry and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantoiiness, 

^ Cf. Ml xxii. 21, Chrys. : a^irois {/waKoiiv aXX’ 

* Milton, Par, Lost^ iv. 52-57. 

* Observe the paronomasia {'custom *), (ph^ov (‘fear ’). On the oppressiora 
of the piihUcani and the resentment which it provoked, cf. Tke Days Bis Fksh, 
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14 not in strife and jealousy. No, clothe you with the Lord 

Jesus Christ,^ and make no provision for the gratification of 

your carnal lusts.® 

And now the Apostle turns to a third practical question. (3) The 
A tendency to asceticism had invaded the Church and had of aSdEni” 
late extended widely ; especially, as will appear in due course, 
in the Province of Asia, where it manifested itself in dietary' cf. Coi. h. 
restrictions, in fasting and in celibacy. It had indeed an 
affinity with the Jewish prohibition of unclean food and with i-s- 
that antipathy to meat offered in heathen sacrifice which 
had recently excited such keen contention in the Church at Cf. i Cor. 
Corinth ; but it was a much larger question than either. It 
was a creation of the spirit of the age, and it had both its 
Jewish and its pagan phase. 

Its Jewish phase was Essenism.® The Essenes make Essenism. 
their first appearance in Jewish history about the middle of 
the second century B.c. ; and though never numerous — 
only some four thousand in the days of Philo and Josephus — 
they figured conspicuously in the national life and are ranked 
by the Jewish historian with the Pharisees and Sadducees 
as the third Jewish sect.^ They were a monastic order, and 
their principal settlement was in the Wilderness of En-Gedi 
on the western shore of the Dead Sea. They maintained 
themselves by industry, chiefly agriculture ; and they 
eschewed sexual intercourse, abstained from flesh and wine, 
and practised fasting.® 

Just as Sadduceeism was likened by the Rabbis and the 

Cf. n..on'GaL liL' 27, p. 207, 

® This (vers. ■ 13, i4)Ts the passage on which St, Augustine’s eyes lighted when, 
amid his spiritual distress, he opened his copy of St. Paul’s Epistles in obedience 
i tom; voice“--a child’s at play in the neighbouring garden— chanting/ Take, read ; 
take,' read.** • 'Cf. Cmifess, vni. 12. ■ 

* On the Essenes cf. Jos. De jBeiL Jud. 11. viiL ■ 2-1:3 Ant, xiiL v. 9, xvni. . 
i. 5; Philo, Qtmf Omnis Frohns Liber, 12 f. ; Vlin, Nat, IList, v. 15, . Also' 

Lightfoot, Colossians, pp. 347 ff. ; SchUrer, Jewish n. ii, pp. iSS E ; 

Keim, ef Namreik, l, pp. 365 ff*. ; Hausrath, N, 7 \ Times, i, pp. 153 ff. 

Jos. Ant. xni. v. 9; De Bell Jnd, n. viii. 2; Vit, z, 

* Their abstinence from flesh and wine is expressly afflmed by St Jerome on 
the alleged authority of Josephus {Adv, Jovinian. ii.), and it is implied by the 
historian in De Beli, Ju£ 11. ¥iii. 5. Cf. the Essenic;' characterisation of James 
the Lord’s brother by Hegesippus (Eus. Mist, EecL -ii, 23) ; otmw teal eimpm ttbtc 

ifAfvxpp (: 4 >ay€, lightfoot, Col p, 84. 
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XeopyAa- Christian Fathers to Epicureanism ^ and Pharisaism, with 
goreanism. jiisticc, to Stoicism,* SO Esseiiism had its pagan counter- 
part in Neop\tiiagoreanism. It was, according to Josephus, 
merely Neopythagoreanism ingrafted on the stem of 
Judaism ; ® but the truth is rather that they are kindred 
manifestations of the spirit which in those days was ever}'- 
where stirring in the souls of men. The Pythagoreans were 
vegetarians, and their abstinence from flesh was a corollary 
of their doctrine of the Transmigration of Souls, since it 
might happen that in slaying and eating an animal one was 
guilty of a criminal impiety, ‘ unwittingly assailing a parent’s 
soul and violating by blade or tooth the lodging of some Irin- 
dred spirit.’ But they recommended it also for humanitarian 
and valetudinary reasons, and it gained numerous adherents. 
Seneca tells us that in his youth he was won to the practice 
of vegetarianism by his Pythagorean tutor Sotion, and 
abandoned it only at the instance of his unphilosophical 
father to escape the odium w'hich was excited in the reign of 
Tiberius against alien superstitions.® 

A.scctioism It is thus no marvel that asceticism should have invaded 
ciiurch. the Christian Church. It is recorded of St. Matthew the 
Apostle and Evangelist that he was a vegetarian, living on 
‘ seeds and nuts and herbs without flesh ’ ; ® and of James 
the Lord’s brother that he ‘ neither drank wine and strong 
drink nor ate flesh.' ’ Such examples would be potent with 
the Jewish Christians, and would facilitate the spread of 
Neopythagoreanism in Gentile communities. Nevertheless 
it was an unfortunate development. Asceticism is essen- 
tially antagonistic to the spirit of Christianity. Its offence 
Cf. ver. 14. is twofold — on the one hand, its underlying assumption of 
cf. rer. 17. the inherent evil of matter, and, on the other, its despirituali- 
sation of religion. And apart from its theoretical implicates 
it was inevitable that its invasion of the Church should 
occasion grave dissension and hot recrimination, since the 
ascetics, probably a minority in each community, would fain 

^ Cf, I. p. 354. 

* Cf. Jos, ViL 2, ^ Ant. XV. x. 4. 

* Epist. cviri. * Cf. Tac. Anm^ il. 85. 

® Clem. Alex. P^tdag. n, i. 16. 

’ Hegesippus in Eus. ffist. EccL H. 23. 
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have made their practices universally obligatory. They 
* passed judgment* on the laxity of tlieir liberahminded : 
neighbours, and the latter retaliated by ‘setting them at ■ 
naught * as worthless bigots. 

The Apostle’s sympathies were with the liberal party, and Am open 
he expressly ranges himself on their side by ascribing the 
scrupulosity of the ascetics to the weakness of their faith. 

Yet , he recognises that they too were in fault. They had 
failed, not without provocation, in the paramount duty of 
Christian charity. He will not enter upon a controversy : 
that were unprofitable work, issuing only in embitterment, 
and there was already too much of it. And so he adopts 
the wiser course of defining the attitude which the two 
parties should maintain toward each other. 

xiv. X One who is weak in faith receive — not for discussion of 

2 disputed opinions. One man's faith lets him eat eveiy 
sort of food, while one who is weak eats only vegetables. 

3 The man who eats must not set at naught the man who 
abstains ; and the man wbo abstains must not pass judg- 
ment on the man who eats ; for God received him. 

First he asserts the right of personal liberty. Every man Theri^iit 
is entitled to think and act according to his own judgment. 

He may indeed be mistaken, but he is responsible to the 
Lord alone. 

4 Who are you that pass judgment on another’s servant ? 

It is for his own lord that he stands or fails. And stand he 

5 will ; for the Lord has power to make him stand. One man 
judges this day different from that ; another judges every 

6 day alike : let each be satisfied ^ in his owm mind. The 
man who observes the day observes it for the Lord. And 
the man who eats eats for the Lord, for he gives thanks to 
God ; and the man who abstains abstains for the Lord, and 
gives thanks to God. 

7 None of us lives for himself, and none dies for himself; 

8 for if we live, it is for the Lord that we live, and if we die, it 
is for the Lord that we die. Therefoi'e, whether we live or 

9 die, we are the Lord’s. For it was for this purpose that the 
Lord died and came to life again— that He might be Lord of '■ 
both dead and living. 

10 But you— why are you passing judgment on your brother ?, 

Or you, again—wdiy are you setting your brother at naught ? 

^ C£. n. on iv, 21, p, 39^. 

2 F 
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II We shall all. stand side by side at the Bar of God# For it 
is written : 

" As I live, saith the Lord, to Me shall every knee bow, 
And every tongue shall make confession to God.' 

13 So then each of us will give account of himself to God. 

In this thought of direct and personal responsibility to God 
lay the sovereign corrective alike of ascetic censorioiisness 
and of the impatience which it provoked ; and the Apostle 
proceeds to reprobate the latter disposition, reaffirming the 
principle which he has already enunciated in dealing with 
the kindred controversy at Corinth regarding the eating of 
meat sacriliced to idols, and speaking the more freely inas- 
much as he shared the liberal sentiment. He recognised the 
evil of asceticism, but he recognised also the duty of charity 
and respect even for an unreasonable scrupulosity. No 
food indeed is unclean per se ; yet if a man deems it unclean, 
it is unclean for him, and it were an injury to his soul to insist 
upon his partaking of it against the dictates, the mistaken 
dictates, of his conscience. 

13 Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another. No, 
Jet this rather be your judgment — never to place a stumbling- 

14 block in your brother's way or a snare. I know and am 
persuaded in the Lord Jesus that there is nothing defiling in 
itself ; but if one reckons a thing defiling, it is defiling for 

15 him# If by reason of the food you eat your brother is being 
grieved, you are no longer walking in the path of love. Do not 

16 destroy him by your food— one for whom Christ died. There- 

17 fore let not your common good be calumniated. For the 
Kingdom of God is not eating and drinking but righteous- 

18 ness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. One who is herein 
a slave to Christ is well pleasing to God and approved by men. 

19 So then let us pursue the interests of peace and of mutual 

20 upbuilding. Do not for food's sake demolish the work of 
God# All food is clean, but it is bad for one to cat if he has 

zi scruples about it. The noble course is to refrain from eating 
flesh and drinking wine and everything which is a stnmbling-- 
.32 block to your brother. As for you, the faith which you hold, 
hold it for yourself in the sight of God. Blessed is’ the man 
who does not pass judgment on himself in what approves# . 
*3 But one who has misgivings stands condemned if he , eats, 
inasmuch as it is not the outcome of faitli ; and e\orything 
which is not the outcome of faith is sin. 
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The encyclical concludes with a noble doxology : ^ Doxoiogv 

■concluding 

Kvi as Now to HiiB: wflo has 'po\?er to strengthen you according them- 
to my Gospeiand the message of Jesus Christ, according to 
the revelation of the mystery- kept silent throughout the 

26 course of times eternal, Ibut manifested now,' and through 
. the prophetic 'scriptures according to the commandment of 

the Eternal God made knovm'for the achievement of faith*s 

27 surrender among all the Gentiles, to the only, the wise 

■God through Jesus Christ—to whom be the glory for ever ' ' 
and ever. Amen.' ' ■ 

It is an effective conclusion skilfully summarising the A retro- 

argument of the Epistle ; and its significance appears when the!igu- 
we observe how' the Apostle here reverts to his introduction. 

There he defines his Gospel. Its theme was ‘ the Son of God, 

Jesus Christ,' and here he terms it ‘ the message of Jesus 
Christ.' * And it was no innovation, as the Judaists alleged. 

It w'as the fulfilment of the prophetic promise of a world- wide 
salvation ; and here he reiterates this and introduces his 
grand conception of the ‘ mysterj’’,' God's eternal purpose so 
long hidden from the blind eyes of men but intimated in the 
prophetic scriptures and illumined by the Christian revela- 
tion. In his introduction, again, he had spoken of his longing 
to visit his readers and ' impart to them some spiritual gift, 
that they might be strengthened ' ; and here he expresses a 
better wish — that they may be strengthened by God Himself. 

The most significant feature of the doxology, how'ever, is a confe.s- 
its syntactical confusion. The Apostle’s purpose at the out- the\°ird’s 
set is to ascribe glory to God, and he shapes the sentence 
with this end in view. ' To Him,’ he says, ‘ wdio has power 
to strengthen you — the, only, the wise God.’ Here he adds 
‘ through Jesus Christ,’ since it is through Him that God is 
knowm and worshipped ; and he would naturally have con- 
tinued ‘ be the glory.’ But that Blessed Name captivates 
his thoughts ; and, throwing syntax to the winds, he wTites 
‘ through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory.’ Copyists 
have rectified the construction by omitting the relative and 
reading ‘ to the only, the wise God through Jesus Christ be 

' On the position of the Doxology (xvi. ci. p. 377. 

’ That is, ‘the message which has Christ for its theme’ (cf. i Cor. i. 25, y 
XV, 12 ; 2 Cor. i. 19, iv. 5, xi. 4), not ‘the message which Christ preached’ 

(Clirys. : to K:^pvyjxa 'Ir^fjrov Xpicrroi?' roi'TcVrtv, $ oi^rds eK’/}pv^€p), 
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the glory,’ or by substituting the demonstrative pronoun : 
‘ to the only, the wise God through Jesus Christ, to Him be 
the glory.’ But in thus amending the Apostle’s grammar 
they have eliminated his thought. It was no mere inad-v'ert- 
ence when he turned aside and ascribed to Christ the glory 
which belongs to God. It was a confession of his faith in 
the oneness of the Eternal Son with the Eternal Father. 


PERSONAL MESSAGES TO THE VARIOUS CHURCHES 

(i) To Rome (xv) 

The primary motif of the encyclical, be it remembered, was 
to forestall the machinations of the Apostle’s Judaist adver- 
saries ; and, since the Roman Church was a mixed com- 
munity, he appropriately begins his personal message with 
an exhortation to mutual forbearance and sympathy. The 
more liberal party of the Gentile converts must have patience 
with the scrupulosity of their Jewish fellows. Christ was 
the sovereign Exemplar for both. His grace had compre- 
hended Jew's and Gentiles, and they should have room in 
their hearts for one another. There w'as here an especial 
lesson for the Jewish party. The Lord had indeed been ' a 
minister to the circumcised.’ He had been a Jew according 
to the flesh, and the land of Israel had been the scene of His 
earthly ministry; but the reason was purely dispensational 
— not that He was the Redeemer of the Jews alone but that 
He might link His universal grace with the liistoric prepara- 
tion and ‘ confirm the promises given to the fathers,’ And 
these promises, as the Apostle shows by a series of scriptural 
testimonies, culled from the three divisions of the sacred 
literature — the Law, the Prophets, and the Hagiographa, 
were not limited to the Jews but embraced the Gentiles too. 

1 Now we who have strength ought to bear their weaknesses 
*wIio have none, and not to please ourselves. Let each of us 
please his neighbour for his good with a view to his upbuilding. 

3 For even the Christ did not please Himself. No, as it is 
written, ‘ the reproaches of them that reproach Thee fell upon 

4 Me.’ All that itWWisatten of old was written for our instruc- 
tion, that through endurhime and the comfort of the Scrip- 

stures we may have hope. )^nd may God, the giver of this 
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endnraiice and comfort, grant yon- mutual sympathy acGordiiig ' : 

6 to Christ Jesus, that with one mind 'and voice you may ^glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jcsu'S Christ. ■ ■ 

7 Therefore receive one another, as the Christ also received - : 

8us ^ fortlie glory of God. . I mean that Christ has been made a ; 

minister to the circumcised in vindication of God's , truthful- : 

' , ness, that He might confirm the promises given to the fathers - 
9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy,' as it ■ 
is written: 

‘ Therefore I will give thanks unto Thee among the Gentiles, ps. xviii 
and unto Thy name will I sing praise.' 49* 

to And again says the Scripture.: ‘Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with 
II people/ And again : 43- 

* Laud the Lord, all ye Gentiles, Ps. cxvii. i. 

and let all the people belaud Him/ 

15 And again Isaiah says : 

' There will be the Root of Jesse, ssi so. 

And One that ariseth to rule the Gentiles ; 
on Him the Gentiles v-ill set their hope/ 

13 Now may God, the giver of this hope, fill you with all joy and 
peace in the exercise of faith, that you may have the hope 
abundantly in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

And now, with that tactful courtesy which always char- Personal 
acterised him, he proceeds to obviate a possible misconcep- 
tion. He had written his encyclical with unrestrained 
freedom, and he recognised that certain of the sterner pas- 
sages in the course of his impassioned argument might be ' 
personally construed and resented as unjust aspersions on 
a community which he had never \dsited. And so he assures 
his readers that he had harboured no such intention. On the 
contrary, all that he had heard of them had persuaded him 
of the excellence of their Christian character and their 
doctrinal attainments. His argument was merely an affirma- 
tion of truths which they knew and believed but which they 
might easily forget; and his emphasis was inspired by his 
apostolic authority and the momentousness of the issue. 

It was a vital cause that he w^as advocating — the universality ' 
of redemption; and his achievements entitled him to viii- ^ 
dicate it boldly. lie had carried the Gospel for Jew and 

^ vp.as, though more strongly supported/KACD^l'than 
a copjistk emendation, sii^ested by rpo<rkaj^dH<r0e, 
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Gentile to every iand in the long circuit from Jerusalem to 
Illyricurn, and his labours had been crovmed with signal 
success. 

24 1 am persuaded, my brothers— yes, I am myself persuaded— 

regarding you, that you are yourselves laden with goodness, 
replete with all knowledge, ' well able also to admonish one 
15 another. ■ Yet I am writing to you, somewhat boldly here and 
there, with the, idea nf ,putting you is Temembrance, on the 
x6 strength of the grace given me, from. God, that I may perform 
the office of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly work 
of the Gospel of',God,--' in . order that , the offering up of the 
Gentiles may prove; acceptable, havin,g ,b€eii sanctified in the 
17 Holy Spirit. It is,. then, in Christ Jesus that I have the right 
18 to boast in my- service -of , God.. -For I. will not make bold to 
talk of anything ■ sa%?e '■w,hat Christ: has , wrought through me 
19 to win the Gentiles -. to obedience by ,wo,rd and work in the 
power of signs and portents, in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
insomuch that from ^ Jerusalem and all round as far as 
zo Iliyricum I have fulfilled the Gospel of the Christ ; yet 
always with the ambition of thus preaching it- — not wliere 
Christ's name was known, lest I should be building on anotlier 
21 man's foundation, but as it is written : 

Is, Hi. 15. ' They will see to whom no announcement of Him was ever 

made ; 

and they who have not heard will understand/ 

His pur* ■ It was indeed a magnificent triumph, but it had been 
hardly w’'on. It had cost him ten w^eary years of toil and 
Romt. ^ suffering. All the .while the Imperial Capital in the West 
cf. Ac. XIX. ambition, and he had hasted tc^ 

accomplish Ms eastern ministry that he might betake himself 
thither. With that end in' view he had steadfastly adhered 
Cf. 8 Cor. to the rule of never preaching where the Gospel was already 
^ ' known ; but ^ tMs had afforded Mm little absolution, since 
he was the only ' Apostle to the Gentiles/ and it had lain with 
him to evangelise all the wide circuit of Asia Minor, Mace^ 
donia, and Achaia. But for him those lands would never 
have heard Christ's name, and others had visited them only 
to undo his work and excite dissension in his Churches. 

■ Thus Ms cherished design of preacMng at Rome had remained 
Mtherto unfulfilled. Now, however, his eastern ministry 
had at length been accomplished, and the realisation of liis 
dream was in sight. He 'was on the eve of quitting Corinth 
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md returning to Jerusalem with the contributions which th€ 
Churches of Macedonia and Achaia had entrusted to Mm, for 
the relief of the poor in the Sacred^ Capital ; and his purpose 
was, as soon as he had discharged that errand, to inaugurate 
a far^reacMiig campaign in the West. His ultimate destina- 
tion was Spain, and in the course of his progress thither he 
would visit Rome. Such was Ms design, but in the inveterate 
hostility of the Judaist party he recognised a menace to its 
fulfilment. He anticipated trouble during his visit to Jeru- 
salem, and he begs the Christians of Rome to intercede with 
God on Ms behalf. 

22 And, this is the reason why I was so often hindered ' from 
33 visiting you ; but now, since I have no more ground to occupy 
in these regions and have been longing to visit you for many 

24 years past, whenever I journey to Spain — for I am hoping in 
the course of my journey to get a sight of \^ou and be forwarded 
to my destination by you, in the event of my first enjoying in 

25 a measure the satisfaction of your company. Just now, how- 
ever, I am journeying to Jerusalem on an errand of ministra- 

26 tion to the saints. For it was the good pleasure of Macedonia 
and Achaia to impart something to the poor among the saints 

27 at Jerusalem. Yes, it was their good pleasure, and they owe 
it to them; for if the Gentiles have participated in their 
spiritual blessings, they ought in turn to perform their office 

28 by them in their material goods. So, after accomplishing this 
errand and putting them in possession of this harvest, I shall 

29 set out for Spain and take you by the way. And I know that, 
when I visit you, it will be in the plentitude of Christ's blessing. 

30 But I beseech you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and 
by the love of the Spirit to join me in wrestling in pra3^ers to 

31 God on my behalf, that I may be rescued from the enemies 
of the Faith in Judsea and that the ministration I am conveying 

32 to Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints, so that I 
- may, if God will, visit you in joy and find refreshment, in your 

'Company. 

33 Now MAY God, the giver of peace, 'be. with you all. 
Amen. 


(2) To Ephesus md the other Cities of Asia (xvi. 1-20) 

The office of conveying the encyclical to Ephesiis , was commm. 
entrusted to an old and valued friend of the Apostle— Phcebe, 
that deaconess of the Church of Cenchreae who had tended : . : 

Mm in Ms sickness four years previously on the eve of .Ms';': 


Greetings, 


Cf. Ac. 
xviii. x-3. 
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departure from Achaia ; * and he begins his personal message 
to the Churches of Asia with a note of introduction, at once 
attesting her hona fides and bespeaking for her the considera- 
tion which she so well deserved. Apparently she had an 
errand of her o\vn to Ephesus, and she undertook to carry 
the letter thither. 

I Now I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a deaconess 
a of the Church at Cenchreas, that you give her a welcome in 
the Lord worthy of the saints, and befriend her in any matter 
where she may need you ; for she on her part has proved a 
friend in need to many and to myself. 

Then, as was natural in a communication to a city where 
he had ministered so long, he addresses affectionate greetings 
to an extensive list of personal friends. First come his 
ancient and tried comrades, Prisca and Aquila, who had 
shared his toils and perils ever since he had encountered 
them at Corinth, and who were now playing a foremost part 
in the Christian community at Ephesus. Their house was 
one of the meeting-places of the Church, and he includes in 
his greeting the company which assembled there for fellow- 
ship and wwship. 

These two are the only familiar names in the catalogue. 
The others are mentioned nowhere else, and not a few are 
names which were common among slaves — Andronicus, 
Ampliatus, Urbanus, Persis, Rufus, As5mcritus, Phiiologus, 
and Nereus. The households of Aristobulus and Narcissus 
were also slaves — the families of citizens who do not appear 
to have been themsdves Christians.* There is not one 

»Cf.p. 189. 

S On the hypothesis that the epistle is a ample letter to the Church at Rome 

and the persons mentioned in xvi. 1-20 Roman Christians, an interesting 
explanation of oi iK tQv ’Ape<rro^oi 5 Xou and in: rwv "BapKtffcrov has been suggested 
(cf. Lightfoot, pp. 17 1 E). Aristobulus, the grandson of Herod the Great, 

resided at Rome during the reign of Claudius (cf. Jos. De Bdi, Jnd. ii. xi. 6 ; 
Ant. XX. i. 2), and it is supposed that he may have bequeathed to the Emperor 
Ms retinue of slaves, who would thenceforth belong to the imperial houseliold and 
be distinguished by the title of AristohuUani. It countenances the idea that 
(l) there were, subsequently at all events, members of the imperial household in 
: the;' Church at Rome (cf. Phil. iv. 22), and (2) the Jew Herodion (ver. ii)' was 
evidently from his name a freedman of some prince of the Herodian family, and 
might be one of the AristobuUani. Similarly a wealthy freedman in the reign of 
Claudius was named Narcissus (cf. Juv, xiv. 329 ? Tac, Ann, xiir. i), and he 
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personage in the list who was distinguished in the eyes of 
the world. They were all obscure folk, and thdr names 
have been rescued from oblivion by their association with 
the Apostle and their devotion to the Lord. 

At least six were Jews — Prisca, Aquila, and, as her name 
demonstrates, Mary H Andronicus, Junias, and Herodion. 

The Apostle designates the three last his ‘ fellow'-country- 
nien ’ ; and the reason is that he w’ould fain disarm the natural 
hostility of their Jewish hearts to his argument against 
Jewish pri\iiege, his impassioned vindication of the equality 
of Jew" and Gentile in the sight of God. And therefore he 
accords them that tender appellation which he had employed 
in his poignant protestation of undjing affection for the 
people of Israel, ‘ my brothers, my kinsmen according to the ix. 3. 
flesh.’ He evinces no such solicitude regarding Prisca, 
Aquila, and Mary. Prisca and Aquila w"ere his tried fellow- 
workers, and Mary had proved her devotion during Ihs 
ministry at Ephesus : ‘ she laboured so much for us.’ If, 
like those other ‘ labourers,’ Tryphaena and Tryphosa, wdio 
were probably sisters, she was a deaconess, it may be that 
she had nursed him in sickness.® 

After all those personal greetings the Apostle adds yet 
another of a larger sort : ' all the Churches of the Christ 
are greeting you.’ It were an attenuation of his purpose 
to conceive that he meant merely ‘ all the Churches in Achaia,’ 
and that these had formally commissioned him to convey on 
their behalf an affectionate greeting to their fellow'-Christians 
in Asia. The fact is that the fame of the Churches of Ephesus 
and the adjacent cities w"as noised abroad. Wdierever the 

also may be supposed to have bequeathed his fzmilia to the Emperor. If it were 
possible to regard xvi. i *20 as addressed to the Church at Rome, these identifica- 
tions would be attractive ; yet even then tliey would be precarious, since { i ) the 
names Aristobulus and Narcissus were both common, especially in the East, and 
(2) the slaves, on the purely conjectural supposition of their bequeathal to the 
Emperor, w’ould have been styled ’Api<FTo^ov\Lavoi and IsapKiarffiamU, and Paul 
would have employed these designations. It may be added that, while epigiaphic 
evidence shows that most of tlie other names in the passage' were in use at Rome, 
it shows also that they were no less common in the East. Cf. Ccrf, In^crty^f, 

Cnrr., where Epametus, Her mas. and Hermes appear in Ephesian and Tijphosa 
in Carian inscriptions. 

* Most MSS. have the Hebr* form Mapidp (KDEFGL). 

® Cl p, 189. 
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Apostle had travelled, he had heard their praises. It was a 
universal chorus, and here he 'Conveys it to their ears : ' all 
the Cliurches of the Christ are greeting yon/ 

3 Greet Prisca , and’ Aq[iiila, my fellow- workers in Christ 

4 Jesus : they risked their own lives for mine ; and it is not 
I alone that am .thankful to them, bnt all the Churches of 

■ 5 the Gentiles. And greet the Church at their house. Greet 
iiiy beloved Epsenetus, who is Asia's first-fruits for Christ. 
6 , 7 Greet Mary, who laboured so much for us/ Greet Androni- 
cus and Junias,^ my fellow-countr3?inen and once my 
fellow-captives : ® they are men of note among the Apostles,^^ 
sand they have been in Christ longer than L Greet 
^Ainpliatus, my beloved in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, my 

10 fellow-worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. Greet 
Apelles, that appro^’^ed Christian. Greet the household of 

11 Aristobiilus. Greet Herodion, my fellow-countryman. 
Greet those of the household of Narcissus who are in the 

12 Lord. Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who labour in the 
Lord. Greet the beloved Fersis : she laboured so much 

13 m the Lord. Greet -Rufus, that choice disciple, and his 
*4 mother and mine. Greet Asynciitus, Phlegon, Hermes, 

Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers of their company. 
15 Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and Ms sister, and 
le Olympas, and all the saints of their company. Greet one 
another with a saintly kiss. AU the Churches of Christ 
are greeting you. 

Ne%^er tireless even in Asia miscliief w^as at work. The 
Clnirches were indeed untouched by the Judaist controversy, 

^ The bulk of the MSS. vary between ek ‘for yoti^ and 

^ among you ’ (DEFs*“G), but df ® for us * (C®L), seems preferable. 
If Mary’s labour had been for the Church merely, no addition would have teen 
necessary (cf. ver. la). Paul , is 'recalling her services to himself and his com- 
panions during their sojourn at Ephesus. €f. Ghrys. : dm^’TSKm' ml :€iayj€\i<rTm 
5 p 6 p.ovs. The phrase occurs in a wife’s epitaph on her husband in tlie 
cemetery /of Pontianus.at 'Rome; -rtls /aw wdk\k imrlamp {Cer/. 

Imserijst, Gnzc,.:%$ 2 )*^ 

® Or when Andronicus and Junia, like Aquila and Prisca, Philologus 

tnd Julia,, w’-ould. doubtless be husband and wife. , , , 

® lyvyYems (cf. ix. 3), not ‘kinsmen’ but * fellow-Jews/ Cf. ver. 21, where 
the designation distinguishes Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater from the half*Gentile 
Timothy (cf. Ac. xvi. i). ffw&txfiaXdirovs on some unrecorded occasion 
during Ms troubled ministry at Ephesus (cf. 2 Cor. i. 8) or elsewhere ere they had 
settled there. 

* Not, as the Fathers generally, that tliey were,. themselves Apostles in the wide 
«»• of the term (cf. p. 60), but that tliey were esteemed by the original Apoitlen* 
They were old Christians, converted ere the rise 'of the Judaitt controvewj. 
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blit a subtle and pestilent.heres}? had 'emerged in their midst. . ' 

It was, as will appear in due .course, . a.shamelws antinomian- 
ism in the guise of heathen philosophy .;;, and .the Apostle 
.entreats his friends to,, be.w.a.re of it. 

1,7 Now ,I .beseech' . you, , brothers, to observe' those who are 
creating divisions and snares contrary to the teaching .which 
18 you learned. And shun their company ; for it is not to our 
Lord Christ that men of this sort are slaves, but to their own 
appetites, and by their affability and plausibility they deceive 
19 the ^ hearts ' of the innocent., ■ The. fame of yom*' lo3^aIt37 has 
travelled all abroad ; over you, therefore, I rejoice, but I 
wish you to be wise in what is good and simple in what is bad. 

20 And God, the giver of peace, will crush Satan under your feet 
ere long. ■ 

The GRACE of our Lord Jesus be with you. 

Greeting from the Apostle's Friends and his Anuinuemis at 
Corinth, appended to the Personal Message in each 
copy of the Encyclical (xvi. 21-24). 

21 Timothy, my fellow-worker, greets you; and Lucius and 

22 Jason and Sosipater, my fellow-countrjTOen. I Tertiiis, who 

23 am writing the letter, greet you in the Lord. Gains, my hc»st 
and the host of the whole Church, greets y^ou. Erastns, the 
City Treasurer, greets 3^11 ; and brother Quartiis. 

24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with Ymu aix. 

Amen. 

VI 

THE JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM . Ac. xx. 3< 

xxi. i6. 

After the encyclical had been despatched to its various I’he start, 
destinations there was no more to be done at Corinth. It 
was now the beginning of Februarj'> a.d. 57 ; and since the 
Apostle was desirous, according to his wont, of reaching 
Jerusalem in time for the celebration of the Passover, which 
fell that year on April 7, it was necessary that he should 
address himself to the journe}^ thither. A ship was about to 
sail from the port of Cenchre* with a complement of Jewish 
pilgrims, and he and his company arranged to travel by her ; 
but on the very eve of their departure it came to their know- 
ledge that a Jewish plot was a-foot against his life. Evidently a Jewish 
the intention was murder on the liigh seas, and amid that 
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overland 
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crowd of devotees it would have been easy for a fanatic to 
stab him in his sleep and cast his body overboard.^ For- 
tunately he received timely warning and checkmated the 
murderous design. The rest of his companions — the three 
Macedonians, Sopater, Aristarchus, and Secundus, the two 
Galatians, Gains and Tinrothy, and the two Asians, Tychicus 
and Trophimus — quietly embarked ; but he and Luke re- 
mained behind, and then unobserved, since it was supposed 
that they had gone with the others, they quitted Corinth and 
pursued the overland route by w'ay of Thessaly and Mace- 
donia. It was a toilsome journey, and the Apostle could no 
longer hope to reach Jerusalem in time for the Passover. 
This, however, w^as a lesser concern. His chief errand was 
the presentation of the bounty which the Churches of Mace- 
donia and Achaia had charged him and his colleagues to 
convey to the Sacred Capital ; and it was arranged that the 
seven should rejoin him in the course of the journey. The 
ship would put in at Ephesus, and they were to leave her 
there and betake themselves northward to Troas and await 
his arrival.^ 

It was a long journey that Paul and Luke had to make, 
and their progress was so delayed by the necessity of visiting 
the Churches en route at Beroea, Thessalonica, Apollonia, 
Amphipolis, and Philippi that it was the middle of April ® ere 
they set sail from the port of Neapolis. The passage to 

* Cf. the plot of the crew against the poet Arion on tlie voyage from Tarentum 

to Corinth : roh iv rifi ireMyei tirijSoi'XeiJcty r 6 p ^Apiova h^aMprm ^x^iv rt 
Xp Vara (Herod. I. 24). 

* Luke’s narrative here (Ac. xx. 3-6) is very concise, and the situation has l>een 

obscured by two scribal attempts at elucidation : (i) the insertion of dxpi rijs ’Acrtay 
after awdirf-TQ avT(p and (2) the alteration of into r/JocreX^di^res. The 

idea then is that none of the seven were with Paul when he started from Corinth, 
and Sopater, Aristarchus, and Secundus attached themselves to him during his 
progress through Macedonia and accompanied him to Asia, where be was joinet! 
by Gaius and Timothy from Galatia and by Tychicus and Trophimus from 
Ephesus. The fact is that ver. 4 is a catalogue of the companions who set out 
with him from Corinth, and ver. 5« indicates their procedure on the discovery of 
the plot: ‘they went on (by the ship) and waited for us (Paul and Luke) at 
TroasP After his wont Luke makes no express mention of himself, but his use of 
tlie first pers. pron. indicates his presence and the part he played. Titus also was 
at Corinth (cf. p. 368), and as there is here no mention of him, it may lie inferred 
that he remained with the Church which he had already served so well 

4 ' A, Cf.:'; Append. I*. 
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Troas occupied four full days, and there they found their 
seven friends. 

Paul was no stranger at Troas. Twice already he had Resuscita- 
visited it,^ and there was a considerable community of Chris- SyoLs. 
tians in the city. He remained with them for a week. The 
last day of his sojourn was a Sunday, and in the evening the 
Church assembled for worship, concluding with the customary 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. The Apostle preached, and 
m the fulness of his heart he protracted his <hscourse until 
midnight.® The scene was an apartment in a poor house 
on the topmost storey of a tenement ; ® and since it was not 
only crowded but lit with numerous lamps the atmosphere was 
stiffing. One of the congregation, a lad named Eutychus, 
was seated on the ledge of an open window, and, falling a- 
drowse, he toppled over and was precipitated to the ground. 

The company hastened down ; and to their consternation 
found him dead ; * but Paul embraced the inanimate form cf. a Kt 
and presently assu»ed them that his life was in him. The 
lad was removed, and they returned to the upper room and 
partook of the Holy Supper, and thereafter the Apostle 
conversed with them until daybreak. It was then time for 
him to take his leave, and it was no small alleviation of their 
grief in parting with him that Eutychus was recovered. His 
friends brought him, and he joined in the farewell. 

Troas lay remote from the route of commerce, and it Progress to 
appears that the Apostle and his companions hired a ship 
to convey them on their journey.® She would be a small 
craft,, and she sailed early in the morning to profit by the 
northerly breeze which on that coast blows all day and falls 
in the evening. It was thus only by day that she could 
prosecute her voyage, and her first station for the night would 
* Cf. pp. 124, 344. 

® * Spiritual teachers/ observes Bengel, ‘ought not to be too strictly bound by ■ 
the clockj especially on a solemn and rare occasion.* 

. ® The third storey of an insula^ immediately under the tiling, was occupied by 

the humbler sort of tenants. Cf. Juv. nr. 199. 

On the verdict of Luke the physician {ijpBr} vcKpos)* Had the lad been merely 
sturmeds be would have written fjpBui (is veKp 6 s, FauFs words 4 y^p i^vxv 
h’ avTip 4 irnv do not mean that his life had been in him all the time but that it had 
just returned. Cf. Grot ‘jam nunc curn loquor vita ei rcdiit* 

® A regular trader would have followed her ovim course, .and it would have been ' , : / 

iropossibk &r Paul to deternixie what ports she should visit (cf. ver. 
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be Assos. All the others embarked at Troas and sailed round 
Cape Lectiim, but Paul chose to go a-foot across the pro- 
montorj’, a distance of fully twenty miles. It would be no 
hardship for one so accustomed to travel, and he desired a 
season of solitude that he might ponder what lay before him ; 
and therefore he went all alone, unaccompanied even by 
Luke. He joined the ship at Assos, and the next day’s run 
brought her to Mitylene on the east of the island of Lesbos ; 
the third day (Wednesday) she reached an anchorage on 
the mainland abreast of the island of Chios, perhaps at Cape 
Argenniim ; and, sailing thence next morning, she emerged 
on the Caystrian Gulf and, striking across and roimding the 
western extremity of the island of Samos, put in for the night 
at Cape Trogyllium,^ and on the fifth day (Friday) proceeded 
to Miletus. 

There she made a stay, since the Apostle had an office to 
discharge. The murderous plot of the Jews on the eve of 
his departure from Corinth had revealed to him the inveteracy 
of their hostility, and he had encountered fresh evidences of 
it in every town he had visited in the course of his journey 
through Macedonia. It had inspired him with gloomy fore- 
bodings of the fate in store for him at Jerusalem. He antici- 
pated the worst ; he w'as sure that he was going to his death. 
He would never pass that way again, and therefore he would 
fain deliver a last message to his friends at Ephesus, all the 
more that they were threatened with the invasion of a malig- 
nant heresy. His obvious course w'oiild have been to steer 
from Cape Argennum up the Caystrian Gulf and land at 
Ephesus ; but he was in haste to reach Jerusalem in time 
for the Feast of Pentecost, which fell that year on May 28, 
and a visit to a city where he had so many friends would 
have detained him too long. And so he had held on to 
Miletus, and thence he summoned the Ephesian Elders to 
w=-ait upon him and receive his counsels. 

It was a short run from Trogyllium to Miletus, and the ship 
w'ould reach the latter by noon. The route to Ephesus lay 

^ According to the interpolation in DHLF fidmurtt h fpmyvXiq, 
al, TptsiyvXiip^ TpufyvWtip), Cape Trogyllium iKpw) was the western 

extremity of Mount Mycale, and in front of it lay an islet or rather three islets of 
the same name. , CL Strabo, 636;’ Plin. Nat, ffisL v. 37* 
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across the gulf of the Meander, now siit^ up by the river’s 
deposit, to the of Priene, a distance of some ten miles, 
and thence some twenty miles by land -;, 'and a courier would 
accomplish the journey in about eight hours. If the Elders 
set out betimes next morning (Saturday), they wvoiild,' at 
their slower rate of travel, reach .Miletus ■ in the evening. 

It was thus in the night-time, after a brief repose, that the 
Apostle held his conference with them; nor was it, as he co ver. 31 
reminded them, the first occasion in their experience when 
he had turned night into day. Luke wwild be present at 
the interview, and he has. preserved a report of the. Apostle’s 
moving farewell.^' 

:sx. £8 You know, from the first day when I set foot in Asia, 

xghow I conducted myself among you all the time, as the 
Lord’s slave with all humility and tears and trials which 

•20 fell to my lot amid the plots of the Jews. I never shrank 
from declaring to you anything that was profitable and 

ai teaching you in public and in your homes, always testifying 
both to Jews and to Greeks repentance toward God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus. 

32 And now, look you, bound in spirit, I am on the way to 
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me tliere, 

33 except that the Holy Spirit is testifying in city after cit3^ 

24 and telling me that bonds and distresses await me. But 
I set ever3dhing at naught, nor do I count my life precious 

to me, if only I may accomplish course and the ministry cf. 2 Tim. 
which I received from the Lord Jesus^ — to testify the Gospel ?• 
of the grace of God. 

25 And now, look j-ou, 1 know that you will never see my face 
again — all you amongst whom I went about, proclaiming 

26 the Kingdom. Therefore I testify to you this day that I ci, xviii 6. 

27 am clean of the blood of all ; for I never shrank from 
declaring all the will of God to 

28 Take heed to yourselves and ail the' flock among wiiicli . ■ 
the Holy Spirit appointed you overseers,^ that you shepherd 

^ Tl'ie accuracy o£ the report is attested by its Pauline diction, Cf. oovXedaP 
rw KvpUp, TaTuvocppoa-Ttivr} (ver, 19), (rvfKpipoyra (ver. 2 o), SiUKOvia (ver. 24), 
iftfihyxat (ver. 29), yovBcreiif (ver. 31), ou'o 5 o/tetv (ver. 32), Kortav (ver. 35), 

* tTTur KOTOVA, M>ishops." Here (cf, i Pet. v. 2-4) it is the Elders {ToecrBCrepoi) 
of the Church that are addressed, and they are designated ^7rf<r;co?roi, * Bishop* Is 
simply a corruption of the Greek term, and it should be expunged from the N. T. 
in view of the ecclesiastical significance which it subsequently acquired. There 
were not three orders In the Apostolic C^hurch— .and 
kdmyUj but only two--'fr/je<r|SfVepo4 or M{rKQTQi and .(cf.. Phil. i. i ; ■ 
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the Church of the Lord which He won with His own 
«9 blood.i I Icnow that after my departure grievous wolves 
JO will come in among you and will not spare the flock ; and 
from your own midst men will arise and talk perverted 

31 things to draw the disciples away after them. Therefore 
be watchful, and remember that for three years night and 
day I never ceased with tears to admonish every one. 

32 And now I commend you to God and to the Word of His 
grace which has power to upbuild you and give you the 

33 ‘ heritage ’ among ‘ all His sanctified.' No man’s gold or 
34 silver or clothing did I ever covet: you are yourselves 

aware that these hands ® served my needs and my com- 
as panions. I gave you every example that you ought to 
toil thus and help the weak, and remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus how He said Himself : ‘ It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.' ® 

Thereafter the Apostle kneeled down and pra3’^ed with 
them. They were deeply moved, especially by his announce- 
ment that they would never see his face again ; and, as they 
gave him the parting kiss,* they clung about his neck with 
loud la m entation. It was now morning, and the breeze was 
rising and the ship was unfurling her sails. It was Sunday, 
but the Apostle had cast off the bondage of Jewish Sabbata- 
rianism and had no scruple in pursuing his journey on the 

1 Tim. iii, 1-13). ‘overseer,’ was a common appellation of a shepherd 

(cf. I Pet. ii. 2$), since a shepherd’s business was to ‘oversee’ {in&Kmm) his 
Hock (cf* I Pet. V. 2) ; and the N. T. conception is that Christ is the supreme 
Shepherd or Overseer of the Church, and its ministers or presbyters His under- 
Bhepherds. Hence He is styled 6 ^ {1 Pet. v, 4). Cf. p. 590. 

^ The chief MSS. are divided between rijp rod Kvpiov (AC^DE) and 

T^v iKKX, rod Beov but the oldest authorities Iren. in. xiv. 2) attest the 

former. The interchange of and is (cf. ver. 32 : rip Bap 

J^ACDEHLP; rtp Kvplip B), their abbreviation (OS, KS) facilitating their con- 
fusion. It is decisive in favour of roO Kvpiov that, while the phrases 
Xpicrrhs 6 Bebs tjiaQp and al/ra Beou are frequent in sub-apostolic literature (cf. Ign. 
JSfk inscr., i), they are alien from N. T., which always maintains the distinction 
between ‘God,’ the Unseen Father, and ‘the Lord,’ His visible manifestation, 
Dei inaspcH aspectdbilis imago (cf. n. on Rom. ix. 5, p. 426). It would 
support rod Oeod if the Apostle’s words were regarded as a reference to ?.s. Ixxiv. 
2 ; but it would then be necessary to construe rod iSlov as a gen. depemlent on 
Tovai'paroSf ‘the blood of Plis own [Son]*’ Cf. Rom. viii. 32, See Wetstein’s 
extensive and erudite critical note. 

* Displaying his toil-worn hands : ‘callosse, ut videtis’ (Beng.). 

* A iog/m from the oral tradition, not preserved by our Evangelists. Cf» 
TM^ Daj/s of Ilis Fhsk^ p. xk ' ; Uwo^riiien Sayings of Our Zord^ pp. 4 f* 

* Ci p, 166, 
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Christian Day of Rest. The Ephesian Elders escorted him 
from the scene of the interview, probably a house of enter- 
tainment in the city, to the harbour, and would hardly let 
him go. The travellers had to ' tear themselves away.’ 

Their course lay direct south, and with the wind astern Voyage to 
they reached the island of Cos that evening. Next morning 
they steered south-east, and still the breeze was fair, since 
they w’ere entering the Levant, and there the prevailing winds 
are westerly. That evening they made the port of Rhodes 
at the northern extremity of the island of the same name ; 
and next day they reached Patara on the coast of Lycia, ‘ a 
great city with a harbour and many temples.’ ^ There they 
found a large ship boimd for Phoenicia, and, dismissing their 
little hired craft, they embarked in the more commodious 
and expeditious vessel. It seems that she coasted along to 
Myra ; 2 and thence, putting out to sea, she steered past the 
west of Cyprus and jnade for the port of Tyre. 

Her cargo was consigned to Tyre, but her destination w'as Sojourn 
Ptolemais some five and twenty miles southward, and after 
unlading she would proceed thither. It was a long way from 
Tyre to Jerusalem, and since he was evidently desirous of 
husbanding liis strength in view of the ordeal w'hich awaited 
him, the Apostle decided to remain by the ship to the end of 
her voyage. The unlading occupied a week, but the time 
was well employed in fellowship with the Christians of Tyre. 

They were a small community ; and, since they were un- 
apprised of his advent, he had to search them out, and it 
was not without difficulty that he discovered them in that 
great city.® When, however, he succeeded, they show'ed him 
lavish kindness. They were acquainted with the Jewish 
sentiment tow^ard him, and they confirmed his apprehensions 
and solemnly wnrned him to keep away from Jerusalem. 

Their entreaties were unavailing, and when he took his 
departure, all the little community, even the women and 
children, escorted him and his companions to the harbour. 

They kneeled dotvn on the beach and prayed, and then bade 
each other an affectionate farewell; nor was it until the 

: , : Strabo, '^666i v * Cod. : Bez. (D) ets Ildrapa ml M^pa. 

® Cf. Ac. xxi» 4; M roh uaBrjrdi. Blass r est f , 

rcperire ; erat eaira wrbs raagna, Christian! paucL’ 
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At 

Csesarea. 


Cf. t Cor, 
xiv. 34, 


travellers were on board that their friends returned sorrow- 
fully home. 

Steering southward along the coast, the ship reached 
Ptolemais. This was her destination,* and the travellers 
quitted her. They spent a day with the Christians of the 
city, waiting for a coasting vessel to convey them to Caesarea,® 
fully thirty miles farther on their way. At Caesarea they 
found a hospitable welcome in the house of Philip the Evan- 
gelist, one of the Seven Deacons ; * and there they remained 
' a good many days,' evidently, in view of what transpired, 
a full week at the least. Philip had four maiden daughters 
endowed with the spirit of prophecy,* and the danger which 
menaced the Apostle would not be hidden from them. Their 
sex precluded them from free remonstrance, but they would 
not suffer him to go unwarned to his doom. In the Church 
at Jerusalem there was a venerable prophet — that Agabus who 
had pi'edicted the great famine some fourteen years pre- 
viously ; ® and it would seem that they appealed to him. At 
aF events he appeared on the scene and delivered an im- 
pressive warning after the histrionic manner of his order.® 
Warning He entered the assembly of the brethren and, taking Paul’s 
of Agabus. L'ound With it his own feet and hands and intimated 

that the Jews w’ouM" so bind its owmer at Jerusalem and 
delit'er himvinto the hands of the Gentiles, 
pe , The annoi^ncement, chiming with the Apostle’s own fore- 
jtsSation. hoding at M. 'letus and the w’arning of the Christians at Tyre 
and deriving ,|rom the character of the speaker the authority 
of a divine or ifce, profoundly moved his companions ; and 
the whole asse.©5lage besought him to abandon bis purpose 
of going up to ' Jerusalem. Their entreaties grieved him. 
He Was going on\the Lord’s errand, and he was affected by 

* r&r rXoup can only mean ‘ having finished the voyage ’ ; 

d ivb T 6 pov must be coB^edLiotwlIn'irAli’' I®** Aough rir drri Tdpoii 


and t 

the voyage from Tyre’), but with 
Ptolemais.’ 

If they had travelled by land from Ptolemai^ 
near Csesarea ; they would have struck inland an 
Jerusalem. 

* Cf. pp. 39 f. 

* Cf, p. 72. 

* Cf. Tie Z)ayf qf ffis Flesh, p. 345 , 
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their affectionate importunity as the Lord had been by 
Peter’s protest at Caesarea Philippi when He intimated His Cf. Mt. 
approaching Passion. It was cruel kindness to dissuade him 
thus from the ordeal, and he told them that he was ready not 
merely to be bound but to die at Jei'usalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus. This put them to silence, and they mourn- 
fully acquiesced. 

They did not, however, desist from their solicitude on his Progress 
behalf; they rather redoubled it. With the fear of a re-s°jem“' 
currence of Ms chronic malady before his ej'es he had latterly, 
doubtless on the advice of Luke the physician, spared him- 
self unnecessary fatigue ; and now in prospect of the journey 
they made all provision for Ms easy transit. Jerusalem was 
some sixty miles distant from Csesarea, and they procured 
beasts of burden for his conveyance.^ Nor would they 
permit him to make a single day’s march of the journey. 

At a village on the route, perhaps Lydda, there dwelt a 
venerable Christian named Mnason. He was a native of cf. xi. ao. 
Cyprus, and had perhaps been won to the Faith by Peter in 
the course of the latter's mission in that district quarter ofcf. ix. 3a. 
a century previously. Lydda, situated tMrty-seven miles 
from Csesarea and twenty-three from Jerusalem, would be a 
convement station, and it was arranged that the Apostle 
should break his journey there and pass the night at Mnason's 
house. Accordingly, when he set out, a deputation of the 
CcEsarean Christians escorted him so far on his way and 
committed Mm to the care of his gracious host.® Next day 
he continued his journey, and on his arrival at the Sacred cf. xxiv. 
Capital on the’ eve of the Day of Pentecost he was joyfully 
welcomed. 

^ (Ac* xxL 15I denoted especially ^putting a load on beasts.* 

* The narrative is here (xxi. 16, 17) very obscure, ''and' it-is. Ahus happily ■ 
elucidated by Cod. Bez. (D; ; uvi'-T]\^cp 0^ Kal rwv fia 07 iT-^v Kaicrapetas hvp 
r,fHv’ oBrm ijyayop iiuds rpos ovs ^€vuT&S)p,€P, vapay€if 6 p^€vot dt rim ' ■ 

cycuupLe&a rrapd Mi-’uffosri rwi Hvr/Jicp, p.a$ 7 ]T'§ K^KeWey i^iopres 

fts Te/wcri'Xu/ia, rc d<r/teVws oi ‘and therCAvent with- us 

also some of the disciples from Caesarea j and' these conducted -us to: our 
entertainers, and on arriving at a certain village we were lodged wdth a certain 
Xliiason, a Cyprian, ao carl}? disciple. And; setting out thence we came to 
Jerusalem, and the brothers welcomed us gladly.’ 





BOOK III 

PAUL THE PRISONER OF JESUS CHRIST 

‘ O comrade bold, of toil and pain 1 
Thy trial how severe, 

f When sever’d first by prisoner’s chain 

From thy loved labour-sphere ! 

® Say, did impatience first impel 
The heaven-sent bond to break ? 

t Or, could’st thou bear its hindrance well, 

Loitering for JESU’S sake ?’ 

John Henry Newman. 
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ARREST AT JERUSALEM 

On the following day the Presbytery of the Church convened 
under the presidency'' of James, the Lord'’s brother'; and 
Paul and Ms companions appeared before it. They would 
present the contributions wMch they had brought from 
the Churches of Macedonia and Achaia, and the Apostle told 
the story of his ministry among the Gentiles during tliese 
last four years. It was a thrilling narrative, and it was 
received with devout gratitude. 

It would have been well had this sentiment been universal 
in the Church of Jerusalem, but the Presbytery was aAvare 
of the prevalence of a bitter animosity against the Apostle. 
Most of the Judiean Christians belonged to the Judaist party, 
and they regarded him as a renegade who went about seeking 
to pervert the Hellenistic Jews and persuading them to dis- 
continue the observance of the Mosaic Law, particularly the 
rite of Circumcision, It was of course a mischievous mis« 
representation. His actual contention was that Circumcision 
mattered nothing. Salvation was by faith in Christ and not 
by the rites of the Law, and he refused to impose Circum- 
cision on his Gentile converts ; but he never forbade it to 
the Jews. They were free to practise it and other Mosaic 
rites if they would, so long as they rested on Christ for 
salvation. His Judaist adversaries, however, ignored this 
essential distinction, and they had dinned their grievance 
into the ears of the JudcCan Christians,- 
' The consequence was 'that' he was', regarded in Jerusalem 
with inveterate hostility.' ': The situation -was perilous, and 
the Presbytery had planned a remedy,,, a politic de\dce for 
openly defining Ms attitude' toward the. Law: and , clearing 

^ Again (cf. pp, 6o, ill) apparently the original Apostles were absent. 

* KaTrix'tW'f]<r(iP, cf. 7’^/ Da^s of His Fksk^ p. 'xvii. 
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Mniseif of those malicious aspersions. It happened that there 
were four members of the Church who, on account of cere- 
monial defilement, had five days previously ^ assumed the 
Nazirite vow. It was accounted meritorious in those days 
that a Jew should associate himself with a poor votary and 
defray the Temple-charges for his purification ; ® and the 
Presbytery’s proposal was that Paul should undertake this 
charitable ofifice on behalf of the four, and thus publish his 
reverence for the Law. It would involve no compromise of 
his principles, since he had himself assumed the Nazirite 
vow on the occasion of his last visit to Jerusalem.® He 
agreed, and repaired with the votaries to the Temple and 
intimated to the priest his association with them and his 
responsibility for their charges. 

Since the vow ran for a week, it was accomplished on the 
following day, and Paul then returned with them to the 
Temple to discharge his liability. So far he had been un- 
molested, and it had seemed as though the Presbytery’s 
stratagem would succeed ; but it was frustrated by an 
unfortunate circumstance. Among the pilgrims who had 
resorted to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost 
were some Jews from the Province of Asia, and it chanced 
that they encountered the Apostle in the city in company 
with Trophimus. The latter w'as an Ephesian, and they 
recognised him ; and presently they espied Paul within the 
Temple-precincts on his errand to the priest, and leaped to 
the conclusion that he had brought his Greek follower with 
him. It was an intolerable desecration that the feet of an 
‘ uncircumcised dog ’ should tread the sacred court, and they 
seized the Apostle and shouted ‘ Israelites, to the rescue ! ’ 
A wild tumult ensued. The whole city was roused, and Paul 
was beset by a mob of fanatics, wbo dragged him outwith the 
Temple and, lest he should elude their grasp and find 
sanctuary by the altar, shut the gates. Once in the street 
they show'ered blows upon him, and would have done him 
to death had not the uproar reached the adjacent barracks 
of Fort Antonia, and the commander, Claudius Lysias, 
promptly appeared on the scene with a detachment of soldiers. 

* Cf. Append. I, p. 657, 

* a. Jo*. Ant. XIX. Ti. I. » a. p. i9«». 
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He rescued the Apostle from 'his-'-..murderoiis ■ assailants, 
and put him in charge of two sol<hers:'wh6 coiipled ,him: 
themselves by a chain on either wrist .; .'and then he inquired 
who he was and what he had done, ■ The^ only answer was a 
confused and unintelligible clamour, and he ordered that the 
stunned prisoner should be conveyed within the Castle for 
examination. A suspicion had crossed his mind. Those 
were troublous days in Judaea. The Assassins, that extreme 
party of the Zealots sworn to undying enmity against the 
Roman tyranny, were active ; and recently there had been a 
wild outbreak under an Egyptian Jew who professed himself 
a prophet and played upon the fanaticism of the populace. 

It had been suppressed by the Procurator Felix, and the 
leader had escaped and disappeared.^ And now the idea 
had occurred to Lysias that the Apostle might be that 
desperado and the deluded mob was taking its revenge. 

The Castle adjoined the Temple to the north, and it was His speech 
entered by a double stairway in the north-east angle of the 
outer court.® On the way thither the crowd hustled the 
prisoner and his guards, shouting ' Away with him ! ' until 
on reaching the stair the soldiers had to carry him up the 
steps. Just at the doorway he accosted the commander for 
the first time and craved a word with him. ' Do you 
understand Greek ? ' was the surprised answer. ‘ Are you 
not the Egyptian ? ' ' No,' said the prisoner, * I am a Jew 
of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no undistinguished city. 

Pray, permit me to talk to the people.' Lysias consented, 
and, taking his stand on the broad landing, Paul faced the 
tumultuous assemblage in the court beneath, and, with that 
characteristic gesture which Luke had remarked the first 
time he ever heard Mm in the Synagogue of Pisidian Antioch,® 
raised his hand to bespeak attention. The tumult subsided, 
and he addressed the crowd in their Aramaic vernacular., It 
would be unintelligible to the Roman Lysias, and probably 
also to the Greek Luke who witnessed the scene from his place , 
in the court ; but it w’^as kindly, in the- ears of the -Jewish 
fanatics and won their attention.. . ■ 

The speech was a . biographical ■„ narrative, designed v 

^ Cf. Jos, Jni, XX. vlii 6 ; ' Dt Bell, Jud. n. xiii. .5.' . . . ■ apologia, 

* ot mBeiijttd, V. a . ■■ „ » a. p. 9.2. . 
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justify the Apostle’s attitude toward the Jewish Faith. 
He stj'ied his hearers, with all honour, after the Jewish 
fashion, ‘ Iwothers and fathers,’ thus claiming kinship with 
them ; and he told them of his Jewish birth at Tarsus, his 
education in their own College under the celebrated Rabbi 
Gamaliel, and how he had once been as zealous for the Law 
as any of them and a ruthless persecutor of the followers of 
Jesus. And then he told them how he had been converted 
on the road to Damascus by a vision of Jesus, Risen and 
Glorified ; and how, thirteen years later,* there in the court 
of the Temple the Lord had again appeared to him and, 
sorely against his will, had imposed on him the office of 
preaching salvation to the Gentiles. 

Hitherto they had listened eagerly, but this mention of 
the Gentiles infuriated them. ‘ Aw-ay with such a fellow 
from the earth ! ’ they shouted, and struggled and gesticu- 
lated till the very air was thick with the dust they raised. 

The uproar discomposed Lysias. He w'as responsible for 
the maintenance of order in the city, and in the hope of 
pacifying the mob he adopted an illegal course : he ordered 
that the prisoner should be scourged until he confessed his 
crime. The illegality w^as twofold. It was only' when a 
prisoner had refused, in the course of examination, to state 
the truth that resort was had to torture ; and Paul had not 
refused ; he had not even been put upon his trial. More- 
over, he was, though Lysias w'as unaware of this, a Roman 
citizen, and to inflict the ignominy of the scourge on the 
sacred person of a Roman was sacrilege.® 

The soldiers w'ere binding him to the whipping-post when 
he said to the centurion in charge : ‘ Have you the right to 
scourge a man who is a Roman and has had not trial ? ’ 
The protest w'as effective. The centurion turned to Lysias. 
' What are you going to do ? ’ he asked. ‘ This man is a 
Roman.’ Lysias was aghast. He stepped over to the 
prisoner. ‘ Tell me,’ he said, ‘ are jmu a Roman ? ’ ‘ Yes ’ 

was the answer. It seemed incredible. It w’as indeed 
common for a rich provincial to purchase that precious 
privilege,® and it was thus that Lysias had obtained it ; but 
Paul was only a poor Jew. ' For a large sum,’ exclaimed 
* Cf. p. 76. * a. p. 20. » jud. 
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the officer, ‘I gained this citizenship,’ ' But 1/ was the 
proud rejoinder, ' am a Roman bom.’ 

Lysias would have been glad if, like the magistrates of Arraign- 
Philippi in a similar embarrassment, he could have dismissed ” 
the prisoner with an apology; but Jerusalem was not 
PMlippi, and he durst not provoke the resentment of the cf. Ac. 
turbulent Jews. The best he could do was to secure him a 
fair trial. Since Paul w'as a Jew, he was under the juris- 
diction of the Jewish tribunal, and so the commander 
required the Sanhedrin to meet on the following day. The 
august court assembled in due course in the Hall of Hewn 
Stone under the presidency of the High Priest Ananias ; and 
Lysias, evidently apprehending violence, conducted the 
prisoner thither from the Castle under a military escort. 

On his own account he hoped for an amicable issue in view 
of the illegality which he had perpetrated ; and it appears, 
moreover, that he was well disposed to the Apostle and 
desired his acquittal. 

Paul’s attitude too is remarkable. He had plainly aban- His stout 
doned all expectation of justice at the hands of the Jews ; and 
it seems as though he had regretted his attempt to conciliate 
their prejudices by assuming the Nazirite vow and had deter- 
mined to have done with compromises. Probably also, as 
St. Chrysostom suggests, he reckoned that a resolute bearing 
would impress the commander and stiffen his resolution to 
see justice done. 

At all events he faced the Sanhedrin fearlessly and indeed Rencontre 
cavalierly. Instead of meekly awaiting examination he 
immediately entered a protest. ‘ Brothers,’ he said abruptly 
— not ‘ Rulers of the people and Elders of Israel,’ which was Cf. Ac. iv. 
the customary formula in addressing the supreme court — 

11 have with a perfectly good conscience been a citizen of Cf. Eph. i! 
the Commonwealth of God to this day.’ It was an assertion 
of his loyalty to the Jewish Faith, and it so angered the High Cf. s Cor, 
Priest that he ordered his attendants to silence the audacious “ 3 ^^ ’ 
prisoner by smiting him on the mouth. It was the grossest 
of insults, a piece of sheer ruffianism perpetrated by a 
minister of justice; and the Apostle’s indignation blazed 
up. 'God will smite you,’ he cried, 'you whited walilj 
^ A prowbk! phrase, CJi -Mt xxiii. ' 
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And sit you there as my legal judge, and illegally bid me 
be smitten ? ’ The tyrant’s minions were horrified, and 
exclaimed against such language to ‘ God's High Priest ' ; but 
their reproof merely exposed Ananias to a sharper thrust. Paul 
looked round the court. ‘ I knew not, brothers,’ he said. 
‘ that he was High Priest, for it is written : ‘1 Thou shalt not 
speak ill of a ruler of thy people.” ’ It was no apology but a 
biting sarcasm : ‘ Certainly the High Priest should be 
reverenced, but who could have supposed that this ruffian 
was a^High Priest ? ’ ^ 

It was indeed a dramatic episode, and the natural heart 
applauds the Apostle’s brave defiance ; yet perhaps be 
would bethink himself by and by in calmer mood that there 
was a nobler wa3^ His Lord had once stood like Mm before 
the High Priest and been subjected to the self-same con- 
tumely ; and His only answer had been a gentle remon- 
strance, ‘ Where,’ asks St. Jerome,^ ' is that patience of the 
Sa^iour, who, “ led as a lamb to the slaughter, opened not 
His mouth,” but spoke gently to the smiter ; " If I have 
spoken ill, testify of the ill ; but if well, why do you strike 
Me ? ” We do not detract from the Apostle but we proclaim 
the glory of the Lord who, when He suffered in the flesh, 
rose superior to the injury and weakness of the flesh.' 

It was clear to Paul that he would receive no justice in the 
Sanhedrin, and he resorted to an adroit stratagem. The 
court was composed of representatives of the rival parties 
of the Sadducees and the Pharisees, who were sharpty 
divided on the question of Immortality.® Here lay Ms 
opportunity. He was Mmself a Pharisee by birth and 
education, and amid the excitement wMch ensued upon his 
defiance of the Sadducean President, he appealed to the 
partisan S3’'inpathies of the Pharisaic members. ‘ Brothers.’ 

^ .This .interpretation was common in Ghrysostom’s day oiV , 

upmeverai ) ; but his own view is that spoke seriously : he really did 
not know that it was the High Priest, since lie had been long absent from 
|eru.sa1em and was unacquainted with Ananias, and, moreover, in the throngetl 
court he would not distinguish the speaker. But the High w’*is iinmisiak 

able. He occupied the presidential seat in the middle of the semicircle ul 
SanheddvSts, aud the prisoner stood before him during the trial, 

^ Dm!, adv, Feiag, III. 
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he cried, ' I am a Pharisee, the son of va Pharisee :■ it is "OE , ' ' ; 
the question of hope for the dead and their resurrect ioxi that 
I am being judged/ The ruse succeeded/ ' The Scribes, the 
leaders of -the Pharisaic party/ immediately ■ espoused ' Ms ' 
cause and asserted his innocence. And so fierce grew the 
quarrel that he was in danger of being torn limb from limb, 
until Lysias interfered and had him conveyed to the Castle. 

There he passed a troubled night. He could have little The 
satisfaction in reviewing the day's proceedings or indeed die 
part which he had pla5^ed ever since his arrival in Jerusaleni. 

His initial blunder had been Ms acquiescence in the politic 
proposal of the Presbytery. This involved indeed no com- 
promise of principle, but it was alien from the spirit of 
' simplicity toward Christ/ Once before, when he had 
circumcised Timothy in deference to Jewish prejudice, he 
had resorted to diplomacy, only to discover its unprofit- 
ableness ; and now^ again he had essayed it, and it had failed aCor. 
him disastrously. It was perhaps his chagrin that prompted 
him to assume so defiant an attitude before the Sanhedrin, 
forgetful of 'the meekness and sweet reasonableness of 
Christ/ This also had proved futile ; and then in his 
desperation he had resorted to an ignoble trick, enkindling 
the mutual animosity of his enemies, and it was only the »Cor. xi. 
intervention of Lysias that had extricated him from his 
embarrassment. 

His situation was indeed disquieting, and it was largely His reas> 
his own creation. It seemed as though there were no escape, 
but in that dark hour he was visited by a thought -which he 
hailed as a divine assurance. His long-cherished dream 
that he would crown his ministry by testifying for Christ 
in the Imperial Capital had become a settled conriction. 

That was, to his mind, God's indubitable purpose ; and, 
dark as w^as his immediate prospect, the cloud would lift. 

He would not perish.in Jerusaleni-but' wouldlive to preach at- 
Rome. 

His faith was justified,- by the- event, ^nnd; already God a plot-' 
was working out' His ; providential design. : The Apostle's; 
escape from the Sanhedrin had. been an exa,sperating dis-/^®®*/ 
appointment to the Jewish rabble ; and;; next^ morning a ■ 
company of over forty desperadoes mustered and swore thal^ -; w 
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they would have his life. They waited upon ihe rulers of 
both parties, and unfolded their plot. It was that a requisi- 
tion be addressed to Lysias in name of the SanLetirin, 
desiring him to bring the prist m.’r once nucrc before the 
court, on the pretext of instituting a stricter examination ; 
and they undertook to assassinate him on the way from tin.' 
Castle, though it should cost them their own lives.^ The 
Sadducees and the Pharisees had so far cont posed their 
dissension of the prewous day that they were now^ agreed 
in desiring the Apostle’s life ; and the plot was sanctioned. 

Happily, however, it was frustrated. A nephew of Path, 
his sister’s son, was resident in Jerusalem, and he dis- 
covered what was a-foot. Evidently he was not a Christian 
but a Jew ; and it may be that, like his uncle once, he was a 
student in the Rabbinical College. At all events, he had 
access to the inner circle of the Jews and got wind of the 
plot. Like the rest of Paul’s relatives,*^ he regarded him as a 
traitor to the ancestral Faith, but natural affection triumphed 
over religious animosity, and, i-epairing to the Castle, he 
obtained an interview with the prisoner and told him the 
tidings. Paul desired one of his guarcLs to conduct the lad t<} 
the commander ; and it is an evidence of the latter’s good- 
will toward his prisoner that, when he learned that the business 
concerned Paul, his interest was at once engaged, and he 
grasped the lad’s hand and drew him aside and heard his story. 

He took prompt and effective measures not merely to 
circumvent the conspiracj’^ but to remove the prisoner from 
his perilous situation. Since the case had assumed so 
serious an aspect, he would refer it to the Roman Procurator 
and have Paul conveyed to Caesarea, where the Procurator 
had his seat. He enjoined the lad to keep silence and, 
summoning two trustworthy centurions, instructed them to 
provide a strong escort of seventy horsemen and two hundred 
guardsmen, rath asses for the prisoner and his attendant 
Luke.® And he raote a letter to the Procurator, informing 

In xxiii. 1,5'several :aiithoritie!5'.have. 
kill him even if we must die for it’ * Cf. p. 61. 

® The text in vers. 23, 2413 uncertain and confused, and it is simplified hy 
(!) omitting B!,a(<oerhvs after (rfftanthrm with several minuses,, and (2) eithei 
omitting Kai before liriretj (FI) or taktiig it as epexeg,, ‘even’ (cf. Gal vi, 16). 
€Tpani^ms is then the entire force, and Iwweh and ScfioXdjSoi's its constituents. 
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him of the circumstances. He suppressed his own initial 
error in sentencing a Roman citizen to the scourge, and 
merely told how Paul had been mishandled by the mob, and 
in the course of his examination before the Sanhedrin all 
that had been laid to his charge was some offence against 
the Jewish religion. He had committed no crime, but it 
had transpired that a plot was on foot against his life ; and 
so Lysias was sending him to the Procurator and bidding his 
accusers prosecute their grievance at Caesarea. 

The danger was that, if the conspirators discovered thatconvey- 
the Apostle was being conveyed from Jerusalem, they might AposCe to 
attempt a surprise en route ; and so the departure was 
delayed until nightfall. At nine o’clock the troop set forth 
and marched under cover of the darkness as far as Antipatris, 
a distance of over thirty miles. Once beyond Judaea there 
was no need of apprehension ; and from Antipatris the 
guardsmen marched back to Jerusalem, while the horsemen 
rode forward apace to Caesarea and delivered the letter and 
handed over the prisoner to the Procurator at the Praetorium, 
his official residence, formerly the palace of King Herod the 
Great. And thus, after an absence of only nine days, the 
Apostle found himself back in Caesarea. 
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The Procurator at that time was z\ntomus Felix. ^ He had 
held office since the j-ear 52,^ and these had been sorrowful 
days in Judtea. He was a freednian of Antonia, mother of 
Claudius, and a brother of Pallas, the Emperor’s notorious 
favourite. He was the first freedman who had ever held a pro- 
curatorship, and he owed his appointment to his brother’s 
influence. The taint of his base origin clung to him through- 
out his career ; and, as the historian Tacitus e.xpresses it in 
his epigrammatic fashion, he ‘ exercised the prerogative of a 
king, with all cruelty and lust, in the spirit of a slave.’ 

Cruelty and lust — these were indeed the vices which 
darkened his Judaean administration. He exhibited the 
latter in his matrimonial relations. He was thrice married, 
and each of his wives, it is said,® was a princess. The first 
is unknown, but the second was a grand-daughter of Mark 
Antony and Cleopatra, and the third the Jewish princess 
Drusilla, daughter of Agi-ippa i and sister of Agiippa 11. 
Shortly after his accession to office, though she was already 
married to Azizus, King of Emesa, he was captivated by her 
beauty and persuaded her to forsake her husband and ally 
hersdf with him. Of his cruelt3'’ that insurrection under the 
Egyptian Jew constitutes one of many instances. It was 
provoked by Ins tyranny, and he repressed it with sanguinaiy 
ferocity. Such tragedies were frequent during his malign 
administration. It was a veritable reign of terror, and it 
ended in his recall by Nero in the year 59. 

Such was the man who now controlled the Apostle’s 
destiny. And indeed it %vas better in his hands ; for, with 

* Cf. Tac. Ann. xil. 54 : ffisf. v. 9. Jos. Ant. xx. viii. S, 6 ; £>e Stli. Jml 

II. xiii. 2-6. 

* Cf. Scbllrcr, i. ii, p. 174. 

* Suet, €imd. a8; ‘trium regiuarum Bitiitiim/ 
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all Ms faults/Telix Roman., magistrate, and uiider Ms ■ 

aclmiiiistra.tioii,Paiil was 'sheltered-, by the ■■strong /.bMwa 
of Roman: law. On reading the' letter of Lysias he merely : ^ 

inquired of the prisoner what ' province he 'belonged to.,, and 
then informed Mm that he -would be Imought to trial as soon ^ ' 
as his accusers presented themselves, and therewith dis-: ■ ^ ^ 

missed him. to a, cell. 

Meanwhile the implacable Jews were not idle., TheRepresen-'-:: 
Sanhedrin appointed a deputation consisting of the High 
Priest Ananias to represent the Sadducees and several Elders Sanhedrin, 
to represent the Pharisees, and associated with them a Jewish 
lawyer named Tertullus to submit the case before the 
Roman tribunal. These preparations and especialty the 
instruction of Tertullus required time, and Paul had lain 
five days in prison ere the prosecutors appeared at Caesarea. 

The trial opened with a speech by Tertullus. Though a The indict- 
Jew and the spokesman of the Sanhedrin, he began with 
fulsome and servile adulation of the t5uant. Then he 
proceeded to the indictment/and laid three distinct charges : 
treason, heresy, and sacrilege. Paul, it w^as averred, went 
about exciting insurrection among the Jews throughout the 
Empire ; he was a ringleader of ' the sect of the Nazarenes,* 
as the Jews contemptuously designate'd the Christians ; and 
he had attempted to desecrate the Temple at Jerusalem. 

The deputies corroborated the indictment ; and then the 
Procurator nodded to the Apostle, and the latter replied: 

His defence was prefaced no flattering exordium, nor The 
would the omission impair its effectiveness, since Felix 
would duly appreciate the hollow sycophancy of the Jewsii 
delegates. He simply expressed the satisfaction which he 
sincerely felt in pleading his cause before one who after five 
years' experience w^as accurately acquainted with Jewish 
questions ; and then he proceeded to deal with the indict- 
ment. As for the charge of seditiommongering, it was 
palpably absurd. It was only twelve days since he had 
entered Jerusalem ; ^ and what was.-The record of the six ■ i 
daj'^s which he had ^spent there? . He 'had. never -hara.ngiied 
the people either iii the Temple-eourt or in the S.ynagogiie.,' ,; - 
or in the street. It w^as indeed^true that^Ee' wa:S.,a' Qiristia% ,^^^^ 

^ Append. I, p. ^657. , 
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but that involved no disloyalty to his ancestral Faith. 
On the contrary, he held by the Scriptures and cherished 
the hope of the Resurrection, which his accusers, at ail 
events the Pharisees, themselves avowed. His loyalty to the 
Faith was as unimpeachable as theirs, and it was attested by 
the errand which, after years of absence, had brought him to 
Jerusalem. He had come on a mission of charity, conveying 
alms for the. poor Jews ; and when the cry of desecration 
was raised against him by some Asian Jews in the Temple- 
court, he was actually engaged in the discharge of a legal 
vow. And in his trial before the Sanhedrin he had been 
convicted of no wrong. His solitary offence, as he now 
frankly confessed, was his impulsive provocation of the 
mutual antagonism of his judges. 

Felix knew enough of the sentiment of his province to 
recognise that the Jews were actuated merely by their 
notorious hostility to the harmless sect of the Christians. 
He should have dismissed the Apostle forthwith ; but 
experience had rendered him suspicious of seditious designs, 
and he determined to adjourn the case and detain the prisoner 
in custody until he had an opportunity of conferring with 
Lysias. Evidently, like all the Roman officials who had to 
do with Paul, he was attracted to him ; and he directed 
that, instead of being remanded to his cell, he should be 
granted the indulgence of lihem custodia, enjoying superior 
fare and the society and ministration of such friends as might 
choose to visit him. 

The case had naturally a peculiar interest for the lady 
Drusilla.’- She was herself a Jewess, and she was curious to 
see this Jew who had created so much stir and hear some- 
thing of his novel doctrine from his own lips. To gratify 
her the Apostle was summoned into the presence of the sinful 
pair, and he faced them undismay^ed. He first proclaimed 
his Gospel of Faith in Christ Jesus, and then, after the fashion 
of a Hebrew prophet, he spoke home to their consciences, 
discoursing of ' righteousness, self-control, and the future 
judgment.' The Procurator’s guilty soul quffiled and 
shuddered. It was the first time, perhaps, that he had ever 

* xxiv. 24 S}'r>’“8 : ‘she asked to see Paul and to hear his word. Therefote, 

wishing to content her, he sent for Paul* 
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been so confronted by his sin, and it might have proved the 
turning-point in his career ; but. he stifled the divine impulse. 

*' For the present/ he said, ' go, and when^I get an opportunity, 

I ..shall siiiniiioii ymu/ ' , 

, And he did summon the Apostle again, but in the meantime his pro- 
be had hardened his heart. He shared that lust for goldjietofioa 
which so often disgraced the imperial administration of the 
provinces ; and he had conceived the idea of extorting a 
bribe from the prisoner as the price of his release. It was 
indeed no unreasonable expectation ; for not only was Paul 
liberally befriended in his captivity by the Ghristians of 
Qesarea but it would seem that he had brought with Mm 
some little store of money. It is likely that he had been 
well provided by the penitent Corintliians on his departure 
from their midst. At all events he had the means of hiring 
the vessel which convej^ed him and his company from Troas 
to Patara and also for defrajiug the Temple-charges of the 
four Nazirites on his arrival at Jerusalem. It was indeed cf. pua 
no large store, and it soon dwindled away ; but it was^'^' 
sufficient to excite the Procurator's cupidity, and he detained 
the prisoner and frequently summoned him into his presence 
and conferred with him: 

Thus vexatiously the days passed and lengthened intoKisem- 
months until two years had elapsed. It was a weary time, 
and the heart of the Apostle, daily expectant of release and 
daily disappointed, must have sickened with hope deferred. 

And his ardent spirit must have fretted at his enforced 
inactivity. That long space is a blank in the narrative of 
his ministry. There is no extant letter which he wrote from 
Csesarea ; nor is it recorded that he won a single convert in 
the garrison of the Praetorium. Yet it is incredible that the 
two years should have passed idly. He would fain indeed 
have been prosecuting his mission and achieving his cherished 
dream of visiting Rome and earrying the Gospel to the cf. Rom. 
western limit of Europe ; but he..woiild. not neglect the lesser.^'" ^ 
employments which lay' to his hand. ■' He vrould be niiiiclful 
of Ms Churches ; and, though none kave -sinwived, ■ he would 
'WTite...many\a letter .of counsel; and encGuragernGnt, , .Luke ; : 

;m^as ,with:Mni :to..serve .as,]iis amamiensis'.- ;; nor would there, be,- . 
lacking .among: the' friends who: visited him 'at the, lk*£etGiiiim^/y^^ 
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willing hands to perform this and kindred offices on his 
behalf. .\nd he would be ver>' biisy with the Holy Scriptures, 
seai'cliing lliein and meditating on them and finding in them 
ever fresh testimonies to the Gospel of salvation in Christ 
Jesus. In truth his chamber would be no prison but a 
study, a school of Christ, an house of prayer. 

ft was in the year 59 that his captivity ended.* Felix 
was recalled from the Procuratorship of Judaea, and Porcius 
Festus was appointed in Ijis room.®* It would have been 
well for the departing tyr^t to dismiss the prisoner and 
thus cover up the wrong he h^dona..^y detaining him in the 
hope of gaining a bribe ; but that rrii|ht have involved him 
in a worse embarrassment. The Jews were bitter against 
him for his many cruelties, and it would have intensified 
their exasperation had he released their victim. And so of 
the two risks he preferred the lesser, and in the hope of 
conciliating the Jews he left the Apostle still a prisoner. 

It appears from the little that is recorded of him that 
Festus was a prudent and honourable man, and in happier 
circumstances he might have proved a successful ruler. But 
he was charged with an impossible task. His province, 
always a seething hotbed of bigotry, faction, and intrigue, 
had been inflamed by his predecessor’s maladministration, 
and within two years he died of despair. On his accession, 
however, he faced the ordeal hopefully, in the fond belief 
that justice and generosity would prevail. Ciesarea was his 
seat of government, but Jerusalem was the Sacred Capital ; 
and, anxious to demonstnate his friendliness toward his 
tumultuous subjects, he betook himself thither three days 
after his accession. Immediately he found himself involved 
in a characteristic web of intrigue. The Jewish authorities 
were as bitter as ever against Paul, and they begged that 
the Procurator would have the prisoner conveyed to Jerusalem 
and forthwith pass sentence on him. Their design was to 
execute the plot which had been baulked two years pre- 
viously and have him assassinated in the course of the 
journey ; and perhaps they had their gang still in readiness 
despite the oath of the ruffians that they would neither eat 

'■ Cf. Append. I. 

* Cf. Jos. A»(. XX. viii. 9-1 1 ; De BtU. Jud. n. liv, i. 
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nor drink iin til they had killed Paul, for absolution from 
such a vow was easily obtained,^ Festus was shrewd enough 
to suspect a sinister purpose, and he courteously refused 
their request on the gimmd that there was no time. He 
must return to Csesarea in little over a week ; but they might 
send thither with him a deputation to prosecute the case, 
and he would dispose of it without delay. 

They agreed, and a deputation accompanied him to Appea; to 
Caesarea. The day after their arrival the trial was institutech 
The i\postle was arraigned on the old charges of heresy, cf. m?. . 
sacrilege, and treason, and he repudiated them. The 
question could be decided only by taking evidence; and 
Festus, a stranger to Jewish institutions and customs, 
recognised his incompetence to deal with it. It was a ques- 
tioii for a Jewish court ; and, anxious to win the confidence 
of the Jewish rulers and at the same time do justice to the 
prisoner, he suggested that the case should be referred to 
the Sanhedrin, with himself as assessor. It seemed to him 
a reasonable proposal ; and indeed it would have been the 
best possible procedure had the Sanhedrin been an impartial 
tribunal. He did not know its actual disposition, but Paul 
knew it. He remembered how he had fared in the Hall of 
Hewn Stone in the time of Felix, and he wwild not consent 
to a repetition of the outrage. He was entitled to a fair 
trial ; and since he had no chance of obtaining it under a 
Procurator ignorant of the Jewish machinations, he claimed 
a privilege which was his hereditary prerogative. He was 
a Roman citizen ; and it was the right of a Roman citizen, 
if he were dissatisfied with the procedure of a subordinate 
tribunal, to enter his protest and appeal to the Emperor's 
judgment. Paul availed himself of his privilege : ' I appeal 
to Caesar.' . ■ ■ ' ■ 

Tt: was ^an unexpected dkioimnent mid .it' unpleasantly Sanctioned 
surprised the Procurator. The challenging of his first 
administrative act would prejudice him in the eyes of the^®*'* 

/ Abod.}.Zar*. xl., i..; . * For one wbo 'has .vowed .that he will abstain ^ .. 

from food, woe if he eat, woe if he do not eat If he eat, he sins agninst his 
vow 5 if be do not eat, he sins against his life. What must he do here ? Let 
liim go to the wise, and they will absolve him from his vow, as it is wntten ; 

** The tongue of the wise is health’’ (Prov. xh. iS).’ 


St ale* vi*.' I 
of Aijrippa 
arsd 

Ifeinice. 

rf, XXV. so, 


ct; xii. 

3. i9’»3- 


Cf. Lk. iii. 


4S6 LH'E AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 

imperial government ; and in the hope of averting this 
embarrassment he turned to his assessors ^ and held a hasty 
consultation with them. It did not lie with a magistrate 
to refuse an appeal to the Emperor ; and the only question 
was whether the appeal was valid. Apparent!}' it was the 
first intimation Festus had received that Paul was a Roman 
citizen ; and once he was assured of it, he could do nothing 
but allow the appeal : ‘ You have appealed to Casar ; to 
Cresar you will go.' 

It only remained for Festus to despatch the prisoner to 
the Imperial Capital ; but certain preliminaries were 
necessary, particularly the preparation of an official report 
for submission to the Emperor. And this was a difficult task 
for the Procurator, ignorant as he was alike of previous 
proceedings and of the true issues. His perplexity, how'ever, 
was presently resolved. His main reason for abridging his 
sojourn at Jerusalem had been that he expected a state-\dsit 
from his neighbour. King Herod Agrippa 11.® This potentate 
was the son of Herod Agrippa l who figures at an earlier 
stage in the history of the Book of Acts. He was a great- 
grandson of King Herod the Great, the tyrant of Judiea 
in the days when our Lord was bom at Bethlehem, and a 
brother of Drusilla, the sinful spouse of Felix. On the death 
of Herod the Great his kingdom Jiad been apportioned 
between his three sons, who ruled under the title of tetrarchs; 
but in the year 37 a.d. the Emperor Caligula restored the 
regal title to his grandson, who thenceforth ruled as King 
Herod Agrippa 1 over the tetrarchies of Philip and Lysanias, 
comprising Batanaea, Trachonitis, Gaulanitis, and Abilene. 
His son, Herod Agrippa ii, inherited his dominion, and 
Nero added to it a large part of Galilee and Peraea. He was 
a mere puppet, reigning by grace of the Emperor and 
deferring to his master with servile submissiveness. His 
character was weak and indolent, and he was freely charged 
with the vilest of moral infamy. His widowed sister Bernice 
resided with him in his palace at Caesarea Philippi, and they 
were credited with the maintenance of incestuous intercourse.® 

^ Cf. Schtirer, Jewish People, i. ii. p. 6o. 

* Cf. Jos. Astt. XIX. ix-XX. ix. 

* Cf. Jos. XX, vii. 3 ; Jhv. vi. 156-60. 
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Nevertheless — sii€h\moral mixtures. toII: the. Iiumaii. heart 
conlain— he was an ardent devotee: of .the Jewish religion. 

And Bernice shared his devotion ; at all events, it is recorded ^ 
of her that she once assumed the' Nazirite vowd- 

In due course Agrippa and Bernice arrived with their AgrippaVs 
retinue. . Their ' errand ' was to greet, the. new Procm'ator./^^^ 

It was a state function, and the city w^as en fete. It was an 
opportunity for Festus to ingratiate himself with his subjects ; 
and he made the most of it,, receiving the native prince with : 
courteous observance and inviting representatives from all 
parts of the province.® The visit extended over a good many 
days, and in the course of it he took occasion to confer with 
Agrippa on the perplexing case which his predecessor had 
bequeathed to him,. He narrated the circumstances, and 
Agrippa's interest was aroused. He had heard of Paul, 
and had been wishing to hear him. Festus grasped at the 
hint. tXo-morrow^Vhe said, 'you will hear him.' Agrippa 
w^as a Jew, and it would clarify the situation if he conducted 
an examination of the prisoner in the Procurator's presence. 

Next day the royal party, with all the glitter of niilitarj^ Paul’s 
and civic pomp, was ushered into the audience-hall of 
Prsetorium. The prisoner was introduced, and after 
statement of the case by Festus the King granted him per- 
mission to speak. He began with his characteristic gesture 
and, addressing Agrippa, avowed his satisfaction in laying 
his defence before one so intimately versed in Jewish affairs. 

His defence was a personal narrative. His antecedents, his state- 
he claimed, were notorious, especially the fact that at the 
outset of his career he had been a Pharisee of the strictest 
order. Nor had he since proved recreant. The historic 
faith of Israel was the hope of the Messiah's Advent and the 
Resurrection of the Dead ; audit was for his advocacy of this 
hope that he was arraigned. One difference indeed there 
was. Pie had seen that hope's fulfilment ; he had recognised 
in Jesus of Nazareth the Promised Saviour. : And he pro- ■ \ 
ceeded to show how he had attained that momentous assur- 
ance. It had been forced upon him.,, ' The 'name' of Jesus':/ 

,:, '^,..C.f. Jos. II. XV. I* 

^ In XXV. 23 mentions, with the military , officers and magnates, of ; ^ 

(\esarea. ‘ those who had come down from the province.’ 
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had at first been abhorrent to him ; and by authority of 
the Sanhedrin he had instituted a ruthless persecution of 
His followers. He had harried them in Jeiusalem and 
pursued them to the neighbouring cities ; and it was at the 
very height of his fury that he had been arrested. He was 
on the way to Damascus, urging the pursuit, when he had 
an awful vision of Jesus, risen and glorified, and received 
from His lips the commission to proclaim His salvation to 
Jews and Gentiles. From that hour he had obeyed the 
heavenly vision ; and that was the reason why the Jews 
had arrested him. He was no heretic. His Gospel of a 
Suffering Messiah, whose Resurrection had illumined the 
darkness for Jew and Gentile, was no novel invention ; it 
had been foreshadowed by the Prophets and Moses. 

It is merely a summary that the historian has furnished of 
the Apostle’s defence ; but even so it is a movdng argument, 
and what w’ould be its effect upon the audience beholding his 
rapt look and thrilled by his impassioned tones as the 
torrent of eloquence poured from his lips ? It was the 
first that Festus had ever heard of the miracle of Christian 
faith, and it amazed him. He was a shrewd, pjractical, 
unimaginative Roman, and the idea crossed his mind that 
the nervous, studious prisoner, whose cell was littered with 
volumes, w'as a crazed idealist. As he listened, he forgot 
his surroundings ; and when the flood of eloquence ceased, 
he cried out : ‘You are mad, Paul ! Your great learning 
is turning you mad.’ ^ ‘ No,' answered the Apostle, ‘ I am 
not mad, Festus your Excellency. They are words of truth 
and sanity that I am uttering.’ 

And then he appealed to Agrippa. The facts which he 
. had stated w’ere notorious. They were familiar to every 
Jew, and Agrippa, being a Jew, was aw’are of them. ‘ King 
Agrippa,' he said, ‘ do you believe the Prophets ? I know 
that you do.’ Agrippa perceived his intention. He was 
about to clinch the argument and drive it home : ‘ You 
admit that my Gospel is approved by the Scriptures ? Then, 
as a faithful Jew, you must accept it.’ It was an embar- 
rassing predicament for the King. He was indeed impressed, 
but he must at all hazards maintain his submission to the 

* Like the minister of St. Ronan’s, ‘just dung donnart wi’ learning.’ 
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imperial government, and he durst not commit himself in 
presence of the Procurator after the latter's unflattering 
pronouncement. He writhed and feebly protested against 
thus being driven into a corner : ' You are for persuading me 
by a short argument to become a Christian.’ ^ ‘ Would to 
God,’ wns the reply, ' that, by a short argument or a long 
one, not only you but all my hearers to-day became such 
as I am, apart from these bonds ! ’ 

This ended the proceedings. The great personages and The 
their train withdrew and discussed the case. They agreed 
that the prisoner w’as guilty of no crime; and Agrippa’s 
verdict was that he might have been released if he had not 
appealed to the Emperor. 

^ iif oXiyif} jit reWas (& 5 BEHLP) yevMai (EHLP, Vu!g.)« The 

only question here regards the meaning of iv 6 \iy{p. A.V. renders ‘almost,' 
making Agrippa confess himself on the x'erge of conversion. But. ‘ almost ’ 
[propemodtmi) would be h\lym <yc Tap'* dXlyov. iv 6 \iy^ can only mean either 
fr) ‘in brief/ ‘by a short argument/ sc. Xdycp (cf. Eph. iii. 3), or (2) ‘in a short 
time/ sc. (cf. Plat. Apol, 22 b). In the latter sense it would be a sneer : 

‘ It will take you longer than you imagine to persuade me to turn Christian/ P'or 
yavicdu S^AB read This could only mean ‘in a little’ (whether ‘ in a 

short time’ or ‘by a short argument’) ‘you are persuading me, so as to make me 
a Christian/ which R.V., with questionable legitimacj', paraphrases ‘with but 
little persuasion thou wouldest fain make me a Christian/ If Toiri(rat be accepted, 
it is then necessary to read (A) for T€iOu?, ‘ you are confident of making 
me a Christian ’ ; but ytvicrOai is attested by its occurrence in Paul’s ech® of 
Agrippa’s words (ver. 
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It was now the dose of July 59/ and nothing remained but 
to despatch the Apostle to Rome. Several other prisoneis 
were to be transported with him, probably condenined 
criminals destined to play their part as bestiani, fighting 
with wild beasts in the circus for the entertainment of the 
populace; * and they w^cre consigned to a military guard, 
a detachment of the Augustan or Imperial Cohort. This 
was a corps attached to each provincial legion and charged, 
like the FntmcnUmi at a later date, with the duty of com- 
municating between the Emperor and bis forces abroad, 
espedally in the way of conveying despatches and escorting 
prisoners. They were known at Rome as the Percgtini or 
' soldiers from abroad,’ and during their visits to the Capital 
they were quartered in the Castni Peregrinorum on the 
Caelian Hill adjacent to the imperial residence on the 
Palatine.® A ship belonging to the Mysian port of Adru- 
myttium was in the harbour of Ciesarea, preparing to set 
sail on a trading voyage along the coast of the Province 
of Asia ; and the intention apparently was that she should 
convey the prisoners and their escoi't to the busy port of 
Ephesus, w'here they would be likely to find a ship bound for 
Rome ; or, failing this, tiiey might proceed %vith her to 
Adramj'ttium, whence they would sail to Neapolis ajid 
march by the Egnatian Road to Dyrrachium. 

It would have been a distressing experience for the 
Apostle had he been obliged, during the long..V9p"'(!p"^sh('rti 

* Cf. Append. I. * Cf. note on i Cor. iv. 9, 

’ Cf. Rantsay, St. Paul the Traveller, pp. 315, 34S. The evtria 
otherwise explained as a cohort of Sehastcnes, originally levied under Herod the 
Great at Scliaste or Samaria and now incorpomted with the impcri.d army fcf- 
Schtirer. yf’t'j’sA Peefile, 1, u..-pp._3,l ff.). Knt the designation would then he 

iTw^ipa illitFiSajfrtirwp, 
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with that gang of desperadoes ; but he was spared this 
ignominy , He would hardly have been subjected to it in 
any case, since he was no condemned criminal, but a Roman 
citizen going to plead his cause before the Emperor ; and it 
appears, moreover, that he enjoyed a certain distinction. 

He was accompanied by Luke and Aristarchus.^ It seems 
strange that their presence should have been permitted, 
and the explanation is suggested by a story which Pliny 
tells ® of Arria, the heroic wife of the Stoic Thrasea Paetus. 

Her husband was being conveyed a prisoner from Illyricum 
to Rome, and at the embarkation she vainly entreated that 
she might accompany him. ‘ You will give a man of 
consular rank,’ she pleaded, ‘ some attendants to serve Ws 
food, to attire him, to put on his sandals : I will singly 
perform every office.’ Thus it appears that, though he 
might not take friends with him, a prisoner might have 
attendants ; and it was doubtless in this capacity that those 
tw'o devoted followers accompanied the Apostle. His health 
was broken by all that he had recently undergone, and 
Luke would go with him as his physician and Aristarchus 
as his ser\^ant. Their attendance w'ould lend him dignity 
and procure him exceptional consideration ; and from the 
outset he was courteously' treated by Julius, the centurion 
in command of the convoy’. 

It would be August ere the ship set sail. She had to call Course 
at Sidon, some seventy miles north of Caesarea, to complete 
her lading, and during her stay there Julius allowed Paul the 
privilege of going ashore and enjoying among the Christians 
of that great Phoenician city the attention which his infirmity 
required.® From Sidon their direct course lay w'est-north- 
west to the island of Rhodes, but at that season the wind 
in the Levant blow's steadily from the west, and w^orking 
to windward was impossible for an ancient ship with her 
single mast amidships and one huge square sail. And so 
slie steered northward with the wind a-beam under the lee 
of Cypnss, until she fetched Cilicia ; and then, availing 

The historian’s .presence is mdicaled- by 'the. use of the first ,pers. pro-noun. -- 
Sve ’ throughout the narrative. . ,iU. 16. , 

* (xxvii. 3) is one of Luke’s medical terms.; Cf, Hobart, Med* Zanp . ■ 

■pf.:Sf,,.Ltike,:pp. 269 !.. 
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herself of the land-breezes and the current which there sets 
steadily westward/ crept along the southern coast of Asia 
Minor for fifteen days * until she gained the port of Myra 
in Cilicia. 

There Julius had the good fortune, as he deemed it, to 
find a large ship hailing from Alexandria and bound for 
Italy with a cargo of corn, and he put his c.on\ oy on board 
of her. Egypt was the chief granary of the Empire, and 
the ships which conveyed to the Capital the immense 
supplies which its teeming populace required, were numerous 
and large. Lucian * has furnished a minute description of 
one named ‘ The Isis ’ which was driven into the Pirieus by 
stress of weather, and which amazed the Athenians by her 
enormous dimensions. Her length was a hundred and 
eighty feet, her breadth forty-five, and the depth of her 
hold forty-three and a hall. Her crew w'as like a camp, 
and her cargo, it w'as said, would have fed all Attica for a 
year. ‘ The Isis ’ indeed was a marvel for size, and this ship 
would be smaller ; still she was a large vessel, and it is some 
indication of her dimensions that, when they were all on 
board, she carried, besides her cargo, a complement of 
two hundred and seventy-six. 

From Myra the ship crept a hundred and forty miles 
:dong the coast until she cleared it abreast of Cnidus and 
lost the aid of the land-breeze and the current. Unable to 
cross the Tigean in face of the w’esterly wind she held south- 
W'ard to Crete, and, rounding Cape Salmone, the eastern 
extremity of the island, crept along the southern coast to 
Fair Hac’ens, a bay still bearing the same name five or six 
miles to the east of Cape Matala and close to the town of 
Lasfea.^ It was impossible meanwhile to proceed farther, 
since on passing Cape Matala the ship would be exposed to 
the westerly wind. She fretted ' at her moorings ‘ for a 
considerable time ' ; and at length, when the first week 
of October had passed,® the situation grew serious, since 
navigation was dangerous after the autumnal equinox and 

‘ Cf. Smith, l^oj’age ami Skigwreck of St. Paul, pp. CS f. 

i* After Siaa-Xeiiffai'Ttt (xxvii. S) 113, J37, Syrl> add Si’ iuivtfrt. 

^ * Ntivig. siu Vet. 

* Cf. Smith, Voyage and Siiproi-eek, Append. 1. ‘ Cf. Append. I 
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would be entirely suspended by the winter storms from 
November , II to February 8.^ 

Accordingly a council was held, and Paul, as an experienced Depau jve 
traveller who had thrice been shipwrecked, was admitted to 
it. The owner of the ship and the sailing master were of 
course present, but Julius, though a military officer, presided sll’a”,'" ' 
over the deliberations, since the ship was in the service of 
the imperial government. The Apostle perceived the 
danger of putting to sea, and strongly advised that they 
should remain at Fair Havens ; but the owner and the 
sailing master opposed him. Fair Havens \vas a poor 
harbour for wintering in, and they recommended shifting 
some fifty miles westward to Phoenix, the modern Lutro, 
a land-locked bay facing east and confronted b}' an island 
which formed a natural breakwater.® There the ship would 
have Iain secure whatever wind might blow. 

It was a seamanlike course, and Julius naturally approved n.e. 
of it. And it seemed to justify his decision that the wind 
opporhmely veered round and blew gently from the south. 

If it held, the ship on rounding Cape Matala would have 
the breeze over her port quarter, and would make Phoenix 
easily and swiftly. It occasioned, however, a preliminary- 
difficulty that the Cape jutted southward, and it seemed 
doubtful whether the cumbrous craft could lie sufficiently 
close to the wind to weather it. She came perilously near 
the rocks,® and the life-boat had been lowered and was towing 
astern in case of need ; but she contrived to scrape past, 
and then eased off and steered W.N.W. across the Gulf of 
Messara. She had not proceeded far when a terrific tempest 
burst upon her. It was the Euraquilo,^ a tearing nor’-easter, 

^ Cf. Append. I, p. 64S. 

^ BXeirwra Kara 'hi^a Kal Kara x^pov (xxvii. 12), “looking down the south* wcst 
wiiK.l and down the north-w’est wind/ in the directions towards which these winds 
blew, i.e, north-eastward and soutir-eastward. The. island lay across the moutli 
of the bay, and thus there were-- from the view-point of a ship at anchor within— 
two exits, one to the north-east and the other to the south-east. On weighing 
anchor and setting sail, she would run either “down the south-west wind’ ox 
* down the north- v/est wind.’ ® xxvii. 13 : ■ 

^ tvpaf(v\iitP “north-cast wind/ compounded, of evpos^ *cast wind/ and 

hat. oywi/c?, “'north wind.’ The variants *east wind' wave/, and 

“broad wave/ are meaningless corruptions. ,GI. , euporow, Vsout^ 

o:\^t -wind/ 
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the dread of seamen in those parts ; and it smote the ship 
r>n the starboard side, and she had to pay off and drive before 
it. The strain of the huge sail was severe, and there was 
danger of the timbers starting and the shfp foundering : 
but fortunately there lay some thirty miles to leeward the 
islet of Clauda, and, running under its slielter, the crew were 
able to make her snug. They brought her head to wind, 
and got the swamped smali-boat on board ; then they 
‘ trapped ’ the ship, passing cables under her keel and binding 
them round her hull to hold her together ; and finally the}’’ 
lowered the great sail ■with its heavy yard, and ' hove her to ’ 
under a storra-saU. Their only other resource would have 
been to let her scud before the tempest under short canvas ; 
but this would have been rushing to destruction, since right 
to leeward, at a distance of between three and four hundred 
miles, lay the dreaded quicksands of the Syrtis off the 
African coast. The sole remedy therefore was to 'heave 
her to ’ and ride out the gale. 

It had caught her on the starboard side as she was crossing 
the Gulf of Messara, and it was on the starboard tack that 
she now lay heading it under Clauda. So situated, she kept 
drifting astern but always forging northward, and thus she 
■vvas carried almost due westward. The sea gre\s’ e\’er 
wilder, and the leaky ship laboured heavil}’. There was 
imminent danger of her sinking under them ; and so next 
day the crew’ lightened her of all superfluous luml.>er, and 
the following day, by the united effort of all hands, ‘ flung 
the gear' overboard, probably the huge sail-yard with its 
cumbrous tackle. Thus relieved, she rode more easily, 
but her condition remained parlous. Her strained timbers 
were leaking badly, .and at any moment she might settle 
down. The only hope lay in ninning her ashore somewhere ; 
but ever since the storm broke, the sky had been obscured 
by dense, black clouds and no reckoning could be taken. 
All hands were continually toiling at the pumps, and the}' 
had hardly tasled food ; for cooking was impossible, and 
their provisions were soaked. 

In their extremity Paul came to the rescue one morning, 
and heartened his despairing comrades witli a brave re- 
assurance. He reminded them that it was against his 
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judgment that they had quitted Fair Havens, and the event 
had justified his counsel. Nevertheless there was no reason 
for despair. During the past night his God had vouchsafed 
him a revelation. An angel had assured him that bis life 
would be preserved and he would undergo his trial before 
the Emperor ; and they would all share his deliverance. The 
sliip alone would perish : she would be cast on some island. 

In view of the Jewish manner of recognising the voice of God 
in His providential orderings ^ it is hardly reasonable to 
postulate here an actual angelophany. On board the storm- 
tossed ship as in his cell in the Castle at Jerusalem on the cf. xxiii. 
night after the scene in the Sanhedrin, his visiting Rome 
was an indubitable certainty in the Apostle’s mind. It was 
ordained of God, and it must come to pass. Thus on that 
fearful night, as he considered his position, he was assured 
that he would not perish in the tempest. The ship was 
plainly doomed, but he would escape ; and if he escaped, his 
fellow-voyagers would escape too. 

Whether they believed his assurance or not, it would Land dis- 
appear that Ms prediction of the ship being cast on some 
island was not lost on the crew. They kept a vigilant out- 
look, and on the fourteenth night of the frail vessel’s desperate 
battle with wind and wave they detected land under their lee. 

They could not see it, for it was midnight ; but they heard 
the sullen boom of breakers, and perhaps, as they peered into 
the black darkness, they might descry the white spray 
dasMng Mgh. They took soundings, and found twenty 
fathoms ; and presen tl3^ sounding again, they found only 
fifteen. Plainly they were driving down on a rock-bound 
coast, and their only hope was that there might be some 
creek into wMch they could steer the ship and beach her. 

The dawn would disclose their situation, and meanwhile 
they must stay the vessel’s drift, lest she should strike in 
the darkness. They accordingly lowered four anchors. Prepara- 
They lowered them from the stem, thus letting her swing Caching, 
round head to land in readiness for running ashore. 
ancient steering-gear consisted of two large paddles pro- 
jecting from either quarter; and now that the ship was 

* Cf. p. 132. 
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riding by the stem, they raised these and secured them 
with lashings. They would also lower the storm-sail w-hich 
. had hitherto kept her ‘ hove to ’ ; and it seems that they 
also cut away the heavy mast. And thus they held on, 
eagerly expecting what the dawn would reveal. 

Crew's It was a distressful situation, since the wallowing ship 
abandon*” might founder at her anchors. At any moment a heavy 
the ship, sea might break over her poop and engulf her. The seamen 
were alive to the danger, and, evidently with the connivance 
of their officers, they resolved to desert the ship and take to 
the life-boat on the chance of getting ashore. They low’ered 
the boat on the pretext of putting out an anchor at the bow. 
It was a transparent trick, since an anchor at the bow would 
have been useless ; and Paul detected their base intention. 
He turned to Julius and told him that there was no chance 
Cf. x.rvii. of escape unless the sailors stood by the ship to execute 
the difficult manoeuvre of beaching her ; and the soldiers 
promptly cut the boat’s hawser and let her go adrift. 

Paul At that anxious crisis Paul was the one ‘ still, strong 
coimadM. man,' and he realised the expediency of rallying his panic- 
stricken comrades and bracing them for the final ordeal. 
All those terrible days they had eaten little, and, as they 
crouched on the wave-sw'ept deck, he counselled them to 
take some food. It w'ould be their last meal on board the 
doomed ship, and there was no longer any necessity for 
sparing their scanty provision. And he set the example. 
He took a piece of bread, and after the Christian fashion 
which turned every common meal into a sacramental feast. 
Cf. iCor. ‘ gave thanks and broke it and ate.’ The whole company 
joined with him, and their spirits rose. The sullen mariners 
resumed their duties. The less the ship’s draught the 
higher w^ould she drive on the beach and the better the 
chance of escape ; and so they set to work and lightened her 
by throwing her cargo of grain overboard. 

Presently the dawn broke, and the prospect opened to 
* their wistful gaze. They saw an island under their lee. It 
was Melita, the modem Malta ; ^ but none of them, not e\ en 

* There was another Melita, the modern Meledu, in the Adriatic Gulf off the 

• coast of Dalmatia; and it bas been maintained (cf. Coleridge^ Tadk 
Atigiist iS, J832) that this wm the scene of the sliipwreck. 11 m? reatoM tllegcd 
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the sailors, recognised it, since it was off the course which 
they were accustomed to steer in making the voyage to 
Rome, To the left lay a rocky headland, the Point of 
Koura, where the sea was breaking with that thunderous 
roar which had been booming in their ears all night. But 
right ahead was a deep bay with a fringe of smooth sand 
excellently adapted for beaching the ship. It was a welcome 
sight, and they hastened to avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity. They unlashed the rudders, and, since the mast 
was gone, set the little foresail which, in its normal uscj 
served to facilitate the operation of putting the ship about 
by making her ‘ pay off ’ on the other tack after she had 
been brought head to wind.^ Then they slipped the anchors, 
and the ship bore down toward the beach. 

Ere she reached it, she ran on a sunken reef.* The stern 
was battered to pieces by the terrific impact of the pursuing 
billows, but the bow stuck fast in the soft clay. There was 
still a chance of escape, since the reef acted as a breakwater, 
and the sea betwixt it and the beach, though deep, was 
smooth, and it would be easy to swim or paddle ashore. It 
might have been expected that the common danger would 

are : (i) The island was in the Adria (cf- ver, 27), and Malta lies close to Sicily 
in the open Mediterranean. But 0 *A 3 plat was not merely the gxilf on the east 
of Italy ; it included also the whole middle basin of the Mediterranean. The 
geographer Ptolemy distinguishes Hhe Adrian Gulf’ {*ABpias k6\wo^), which 
bounds Italy on the east, and *the Adriatic Sea’ {^ASptaTiKbv TiXayos), which 
bounds it on the south, and also bounds Sicily on the east, the Peloponnesus on 
the west and south, and Crete on the west. (2) The inhabitants are termed 
* barbarians ’ (xxviii. 3), whereas the Maltese were highly civilised. But ^dpjSapof 
means simply *a foreigner.’ Cf, n. on Rom. i. 14, p. 380. {3) There are no 

vipers (xxviii. 3) in Malta. But the extinction of noxious creatures is nothing 
uncommon. Cf, Smith, and Skzpwreckt 

^ b dpri/iiw (xxvii. 40), not ‘the mainsail’ (A. V.), but ‘the foresail’ 

.set on a little mast over the prow. In his description of the shipwreck of his 
friend Catullus, Juvenal (xil. 69) tells how the mast wrs cut away during the 
storm, and then, when it abated, ‘the wretched prow ran before the wind with a 
poor device of clothes outspread and its own sail, the only one remaining’ 
0wd siijfenwerat unum^ vek pmn suo) where the scholiast annotates : ar^emm^ 
sdo vdificanmt, ‘ they sailed' with the 

^ rhiro^ (ver. ‘ a place dividing the sea.’ ‘ inteUigitf 

quales multse solent esse non procul a littore, ita tamen ut inter eas et littus mare 
inierluat’ (Grot). Thus Dion Chrysostom' ,’(v. 9) speaks of the shoals of the 
Syrtis ,as: jSpax^ft k&X mwim paKpal '.making the sea^ impassable; 

.{iwQpw}^' 


All safely 
landed. ' 
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haw established a bond of brotherhood between the hapless 
eaataways; but self-prtsarvation is a strong and pitiless 
instinct, and just as the sailors had attempted to take to 
the boat and desert their comrades, so now the soldiers 
planned a still worse brutality. The Roman law held them 
answerable with their lives for the safe delivery of their 
prisoners, and they proposed to butcher the wretched gang 
lest they should swim ashore and make off. Julius would 
have agreed but that Paul would have been included in the 
massacre. His respect and affection had been enlisted by 
the Apo.stle’s bearing throughout that terrible fortnight ; 
and for his sake he prohibited the atrocity, and directed 
that such as could swim should plunge in and strike out for 
the shore, and that the others should construct rafts of the 
wreckage. And presently all the two hundred and seventy- 
six were safe on the beach. 

Kindly Luke in his Greek manner calls the islanders ‘ barbarians,’ 

uknders. jjjgajjjjjg ti^a.t they were savages but merely that they 
were not Greeks.® Melita was originally a Phoenician settle- 
ment ; subsequently it passed under Greek dominion ; 
but since 218 b.c. it had belonged to Rome and was included 
in the Province of Sicily. The inhabitants were thus highly 
civilised. Their language would be the Common Greek, the 
lingua franca of the Empire,* And, albeit heathen and 
superstitious, they were a kindly folk. All in the vicinity 
had trooped down to the beach on espying a ship in peril ; 
and they helped the castaways ashore and entreated them 
humanely. ‘ They afforded us,' says Luke, ' uncommon 
philanthropy ’ ; and it is remarkable that the word occurs 

xxvH. 3. but thrice in the New Testament — once of the kindness which 

Julius, a Roman soldier, showed his prisoner ; here of the 
kindness of those heathen to the shipwrecked voyagers ; 

Tit. iii 4. and again of the kindness which God has manifested 
in Christ to sinful man. It would be the beginning of 
November,* and the castaways were shivering in the biting 
north-east blast and the driving rain. There was no imra** 
diate refuge for so many, since the town of Melita stood 
inland, remote from the scene of the shipwreck; but the 

* Cf. p. 133, * Cf. n. on Rom. i. 14, p. 38a 

*Cf. pp. 7f. • Cf. Append, I. 
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islanders kindled a bonfire^ in some sheltered nook, and 
warmed and fed the forlorn strangers. 

Here an incident occurred which afforded Paul a golden The cWef 
opportunity. In that spirit of self-forgetfulness which he ^§>5 
had displayed on board the doomed ship, he employed himself 
in gathering a faggot of brushwood, and he was putting it on Paul and 
the fire when a viper which had lodged in it fastened on hispSiS' 
hand. The islanders expected to see him drop dead, and 
in their superstitious fashion concluded that he was a 
criminal overtaken by vengeance. But ere the half-numbed 
reptile had struck its fangs into his flesh, he calmly shook 
it off into the fire, and was none the worse. It was an entirely 
natural occurrence ; but it seemed a miracle to the islanders 
and, like the folk of Lystra, they now concluded that he was Ac. xIy. n. 
a god. Forthwith he was invested with sanctity in their 
eyes, and hence a substantial benefit presently accrued. 

Hard by lay the estate of Publius, the chief magistrate or, 
as the native title was, ‘ the Primate ’ of the island,^ and he 
invited the Apostle and his attendants, Luke and Aristarchus, 
to his residence until they should procure a lodging of their 
own. 

His gracious hospitality was richly rewarded. His father Healing of 
was prostrate with a malady which Luke, with professional 
accuracy, defines as dysentery with intermittent fever ; ® and 
the Apostle was introduced into his chamber, and after 
pra5dng by his couch laid his hands on him, as the Master cf. i». 
had been wont, and healed him. The miracle was a pro- ■*“’”**’ 
clamation of the Gospel. Paul indeed wrought it, but he 
wrought it in the name of Christ and ere working it he openly 
invoked Christ’s aid. The wonderful story spread over the 
island, and from near and far the sick repaired to the house 
of Pubhus and were healed. Their gratitude was boundless. 

ill' ^ Macc.:,xii '2S, * a camp-fire. . 

® 6 TpwTos riff The plur. (ol rp^>roi) is frequent in the sense of ‘ tfae' 

principal men* of a place or community'. (cf. xiiL.'50» xxv, xxviii. ,17), but the 
sing, is never so used. Nor could Publius have' been .called the, principal man of.. . ,,,' „ 
the island* while his lather was still alive ,. unless in a public .'..or official , capacity',;,. . . 

stnd it appears from two inscriptions found, ' at Citta Veccbia, the ancient Melita, 
that 6:.ir/j.cSrof,.was an official appellation., ,'Cf-' Lew,in,, ./^asjf, 'Sacr,j 1901, . , 

, .®..The.^p!ur, .,'ri;|!eTel is a technical medical term. ,Cf. Hobart^ ^ 

5 A p, 52» 
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They compassscd Paul and his companions with observances 
and loaded them with benefactions. Their generosity was 
opportune. It would enlarge the Apostle's scanty store and 
furnish him and his companions for the months which the\' 
must pass on the island. It enabled liim f(> procure a 
lodging and remove thither after a sojourn of only three da) s 
under Publius’ hospitable roof. 

It happened that another Alexandrian corn-ship, named 
‘ The Twin Brothers ’ after Castor and Pollux, the patrons of 
seamen, had been stayed in her passage and had found in the 
island a safe winter-harbour ; and it was arranged that she 
should carry Julius and his convoy to Italy. On February 8 
navigation was resumed, and Paul embarked with his 
companions laden with parting gifts from the grateful 
people. The ship set sail, and a favouring breeze sped her 
on her course as far as Syracuse. There the wind headed 
her, and she was forced to put into the anchorage. After 
she had lain for three days it veered to the north-west, and 
she managed by dint of tacking to fetch Rhegium ; but, 
unable for lack of sea-room to beat through the Strait of 
Messina, she lay there for twenty-four hours. Then the 
wind set in from tlie south, and she ran directly and swiftly 
on her course. Within twenty-four hours she reached her 
destination, the port of Puteoli on the Bay of Naples. 

Puteoli was the principal harbour in the south of Italy ; 
and, though over a hundred miles distant from Rome, it was 
the regular port of the Egyptian corn-ships.^ Thei-e they 
unladed, and there the passengers disembarked and "pro- 
ceeded to the Capital by the Appian Road.* The Apostle 
and his company did not set out immediately. Julius had 
to communicate his arrival to his superior officer and await 
instructions regarding the disposal of his prisoners ; and 
meanwhile they were detained at Puteoli.* The detention 

^ Cf. Sen. Epist. Ixscvii. 

* On his journey from Alexandria the Empeior Titus followed the Apostle’s 
route. Cf. Suet. Tit. 5: ‘Festinans In Italiam, cimi Rhegium, deinde Puteolos 
oncraria nave appulisset, Romam inde contendit expeditissiinus.’' 

® In xxviii. 14 the chief authorities have * we were besought (by the 

brothers) to remain among them.’ But it was Julius and not Paul who l'»d the 
ordering of the march, and thus the variant is inevitable : 'having 

found brothers, we remained among them for seven days and were comforted d 
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%vas grateful to Paul ; for he was unnerved by his rough 
experience, and his heart was troubled as the supreme 
ordeal approached. In a city so important as Puteoli and 
so intimately connected vith the Capital there was naturally 
a community of Christians. They were unapprised of the 
advent of the famous Apostle ; but he searched them out,^ 
and was received with warm kindness. It comforted him and 
his companions ; and after a week’s sojourn among those 
sympathetic friends they started on their march. Tidings 
of his approach had reached Rome, and the Christians 
hastened out to meet him. They had never seen his face, 
but they had heard his fame and they had read the great 
encyclical which he had sent them from Corinth three years 
previously. One contingent encountered him at Appii 
Forum and a second at Tres Tabemffi, and their welcome 
was like a royal ovation.^ It dispelled his misgivings. It 
showed him that the appeal of his encyclical had not fallen 
on deaf ears and that the hearts of the Roman Christians 
were open to him. ‘ He thanked God and took courage.' 

^ cL xxL 4* 

* tif cf. p, 13a 
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On reaching Rome Julius marched his gang of prisoners to 
the Casira Peregrinorum on the Ca?lian Hill, and handed 
them o'^'er to the commander, the Princeps Peregrinomm} 
Paul, however, doubtless on the ground of the report of 
Festus and the testimony which Julius would bear to his 
behaviour during the terrible voyage, was accorded a 
welcome privilege. He was allowed to reside outside the 
barracks, apparently in the house of some hospitable 
Christian,* in the enjoyment of comparative freedom. He 
was not indeed suffered to stir abroad, and he was linked by 
the wrist day and night to a military guard ; but his 
attendants, Luke and Aristarchus, might go where thej' 
would, and visitors had unrestrained access to him. 

Throughout his ministry his constant rule had been ' to 
the Jew, in the first instance, and to the Greek,'* and he 
pursued it on his arrival at Rome. He allowed himself only 
three days of much needed repose ; and then, precluded 
from visiting the S3?nagc^e, he invited the representatives 
of the Jewish community, probably the Rulers of the 
Synagogue, to wait upon him, and told them the story of 
his arrest, his imprisonment, and his appeal to the Emperor, 
affirming at the same time his loyalty to his people and the 
ancient Faith. They accorded his statement but a chili 
reception. No letter regarding him, they said, had been 

* The Old Latin (Gig.) rendering of the term gTparoreSipxv^ in the sentence 

which HLP iDsert m ver. i6 s, I ruh Beiffdom np irrpan- 

mMpXdi ir$Tpiwifi ^r*r,X. CL p. 490. 

* His abode is called a |ma (ver« 23), which may signify either an inn (Siiid. : 
mrayii^ywv, mrdXvpa} or a hospitable lodging with a (cL Rom. xvl 23 ; Ac. 
sal 16}, The latter seems most suitable ia Phm« 22, the only iaslance of the 
term in N. T. In any case it wm mlf a temporaiy accommodation^ for he pre* 
sentiy removed to a rented lodging, ■ 

* Ci p. S3, 

m ' - 
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sent them from the Sanhedrin, nor had any evil report of him 
reached their ears ; but they knew the hostility with which 
his sect was universally regarded, and therefore they must 
hear what his opinions were ere they could pronounce upon 
them. A day was fixed, and at an early hour they came to 
his abode in large numbers ; and he expounded his Gospel 
to them, and right on to the evening adduced from the 
Scriptures testimonies to the Messiahship of Jesus. Some 
of his hearers were convinced, but others rejected his argu- 
ments ; and when they fell a-wrangling, he announced that 
he must leave them alone and devote himself to the Gentiles. 

It was thus that the Apostle’s ambition to see Rome was The 
realised ; and if his fortunes were dark, those of the Im- 
perial City were still darker. It was the sixth year of Nero’s 
reign. Born on December 15, a . d . 37,^ he had at the death 
of Claudius on October 13, 54, been acclaimed Emperor at 
the early age of seventeen.® Though the child of a wicked 
father, Cnaeus Domitius Ahenobarbus, and a still more 
wicked mother, the younger Agrippina, who had plotted for 
his elevation to the throne and hesitated at no crime to attain 
her end,* his youth was rich in fair promise. It won him the His e^iy 
regard of the populace not only that his maternal grand- 
parents were the good Germanicus and the elder Agrippina 
but that he had inherited from his infamous father the charm 
of physical beauty.* He w'as, moreover, singularly fortunate 
in possessing two wise counsellors.® One was his tutor, the 
Stoic philosopher, L. Annssus Seneca, brother of Gallio, that 
Proconsul of Achaia who had befriended Paul at Corinth 
in the year 52. And the other was Afranius Burrus, the 
Prefect of the Praetorian Guard, a distinguished soldier who 
exhibited in a degenerate age the ancient Roman austerity 
and rectitude. 

■ Ner, 6,: 

; ® Tac. Jmi, XII. 69 1 Suet Msr. S. Lewin,: Fmi, Saer,f 2066. 

;„>*.-Whea Domitius was congratalated on the -birth of ..his son, he ..is said to imfe . .' 
remarked that a child of himself and Agrippina could be nought but a thing of 
detestation -.and: a public ill (Snet JVer, 6). .And ifis told .of/Agrippina that she- 
consulted the astrologers about .Nero, and: when, they: told her that , be would, be . 

Emperor and kill his mother,' she replied : ^ Let. him -Mil me, provkfed be Is 
.Emperor’ fTac. jlnm. XXT. 9).' 

* Tac. Xl. IS, 12. ' 
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Seneca and Burrus dominated the youthful Emperor, and 
his reign opened auspiciously. On his accession he declared 
his intention of reverting to the precedent of Augustus ; and 
he made good his profession, on the testimony of his merciless 
biographer,* by ‘ omitting no opportunity of liberality, 
clemency, or courtesy.’ He abolished or diminished the 
more oppressive taxes, repressed the njalign activities of the. 
informers,® and treated the Senate with respect while 
refusing the ser\dle honours which it would have heaped 
upon him. He also ameliorated the administration of 
justice. Extreme penalties were rarely inflicted ; and it 
is told how on one occasion when he was asked to sign a 
death-warrant, the young Emperor sighed : ‘ How I wish 
that I could not write ! ’ 

Such was the manner of Nero during the first five years 
of his reign ; and it is no wonder that after forty years of 
atrocity under Tiberius, Caligula, and Claudius this benignant 
regime, the quinquennium Neronis, should have seemed a 
very age of gold and been wistfully remembered in the dark 
da3^s which ensued.® It was, howei’er, short-lived. It is said 
that Seneca w’as early aware of his pupil’s latent ferocity, 
and would remark to his intimates that ‘ once the lion tasted 
blood, his native cruelty would return.’ And the predic- 
tion w'as terribly fulfilled in the month of April, 59, when 
Nero, now in the twenty-second year of his age, impatient 
of the domination of his mother Agrippina, procured her 
assassination.* 

This was the end of the happy quinquennium and the 
beginning of that reign of terror which has invested the name 
of Nero with lurid horror and unrivalled infamy. It had 
happened less than a year ere the Apostle’s arrival. Perhaps 
it was at Puteoli that he had his first intelligence of the 
ominous crime, and this would account for the gloom which 
there enshrouded his soul. He had been trusting that he 
would find justice in the court of the Emperor and soon be 
set free to prosecute his ministry in the Capital ; birt now 

» Suet. A'er. 10-15. * Cf. pp. 3S4 f. 

* Cf. Aure!. Viet. Cats. 5: *uti merito Ttajanus saepius testareturprocul differre 

cimctos ptincipes Neronis qumqnennio.* 

* Tac. Ann* xiv. 1-9, Cf. Lewin. Fasi 1874, 
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that dream was rudely dispelled. And, as the days passed 
and he learned in his seclusion how events were shaping, 
his hope would wax ever fainter. 

It is an evidence of his anticipation of a speedy trial that Defer- 
he had accepted the hospitality of some Christian in the 
city. It was a temporary accommodation, and he availed 
himself of it only for the brief space which, he expected, 
would elapse ere the hearing of his appeal. But the daj^s 
passed, and still he was never summoned before the imperial 
tribunal. Nor is the reason obscure. There was open 
enmity between him and the Jews of Rome, and it lay with 
the latter to sustain his prosecution in name of the Sanhedrin. 

They could hardly hope for the condemnation of a prisoner 
whom the Procurator Festus had pronounced innocent, but 
they might delay his trial and thus prevent him from 
propagating his heresy in their midst ; and this end they 
would easily compass by requesting time for the accumulation 
of evidence and the production of witnesses.^ It would be 
at the best a tedious process, since the sphere of the Apostle's cf. Ac. 
activities was so remote and so extensive ; and they would be 
at no pains to expedite it. Moreover, they had a friend at 
court in the person of the infamous Popp^ea Sabina, subse- 
quently Nero's Empress and now his mistress.^ Despite 
her flagrant immorality she was, like not a few ladies of rank 
at that period,® a votaress of the Jewish religion, and at 
least two instances are recorded where she successfull5^ 
supported Jewish interests.^ 

It is thus in no wise inexplicable that Paul's case should a rich 
have been deferred. No less than two years elapsed ere he 
was brought to trial, and it was a repetition of his experience so- 
at Cfesarea. Every day he hoped that the summons would cf. Phii. 
come, and every day he was disappointed. Yet he 
not let the time pass unimproved. He removed from his 
friend’s hospitable abode to a lodging which he rented in 
the city, and there in the freedom of his own dwelling he re- 
ceived numerous visitors and instructed them in the faith of 
the Gospel, Notwithstanding its limitations Ms ministry 
achieved signal success; and indeed those very limitations 

^ Cf. Tac. Amt. xnr. 43, 52, 

® Cf. pp. 6 f. 


® Idzd. xiri. 45, 46 ; xiv. i, 60, 6r. 
* Jos. Vtt. 3 ; Jttf, XX. viii, 1 1, 
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procured him a rare and unexpected opportunity. He was 
constantly under the surveillance of a Prtetorian guardsman ; 
and it proved no irksome duty for the soldiers who were told 
off to discharge it. The gracious prisoner won their hearts. 
They heard his dnscourses to the visitors who at stated hours 
thronged his chamber, and the letters which he dictated to 
his amanuensis for the comfort and instruction of his 
Churches ; and in liis leisure hours he would converse with 
them and tell them of the Sa%dour for whose sake he wore 
the chain. When they returned to the barracks, they carried 
a report to their comrades, and it quickly spread abroad. 
The Apostle and his Gospel became the talk of the city. The 
slaves of the imperial palace heard it, and some of them 
repaired to his lodging and were won to the Christian Faith. 

There was thus much to gladden the captive, yet there 
was not a little also to grieve Mm. The hostility of the 
Jews was inevitable, and it would sit lightly upon liira ; but 
it vexed him that he encountered enmity in the Church. 
The Christian community at Rome was mixed, partly Jewissli 
and partly Gentile. Its origin is obscure, but it is certain 
that the Gospel had early obtained a footing in the Metro- 
polis, and it was probably introduced by those Jews from 
Rome who witnessed the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
the great Day of Pentecost. Hence it would appear that the 
first Roman Christians were Jewish converts, but they 
were ere long reinforced by Gentile believers. The Roman 
satirist lamented some fifty years later that Syrian Orontes 
had long poured its stream into the Tiber — a turbid flood of 
oriental jargon, mountebankery, and immorality.^ But 
these were in no wise the sole contributions w’Mch Syria 
made to the Imperial City. Antioch on the Orontes was the 
metropolis of Gentile Christendom, and she would send many 
a Christian to Rome. Thus the Roman Church was a mixed 
community, and it was rent by the troublous controversy 
wMch Paul had encountered in Galatia, Macedonia, and 
Achaia. The Judaists raised the old outciy against his 
Gospel of universal grace, and insisted on the permanent 
obligation of the Mosaic Law and the necessity of imposing 
its ceremonies on Gentile converts. It grieved the Apostle, 

* Juv. III. 63 ff. 
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yet. lie. recognised, that,., even this vexatious ,,contro:vea“sy was ' 
..serving, , the;^ supreme end. .The Judaists,./. notwithstaiidiiig cf. t 
their narrow; prejudice, , were Christians, and ' even' a Judaist ■ ■ 
Gospel was better than paganism. Moreover, he had con- 
fidence in his message of salvation by faith, and he was 
sure that discussion would inevitably issue in its triumph. 

Such was the course of events at Rome while Paul awaited Epaphro- 
his citation to the Emperor's tribunal. It appears that phnfi:Spi 
Luke and Aristarchus had left him soon after his arrival^ He 
would doubtless despatch them on errands to some of the c/. 2 Cor. 
Churches whose welfare was his constant care ; and it seems 
that Luke went to Philippi where he had ministered so long 
and where his appearance would be warmly welcomed.^ 

The Apostle, however, had not been left alone ; for Timothy 
had joined him, and not only acted as his amanuensis but 
ministered to him with that beautiful tenderness which had 
always characterised his attitude toward his father in Christ 
and which was specially conspicuous amid the distresses 
of those later years. And by and by he was gladdened by 
the advent of another true-hearted comrade. This was 
Epaphroditus of Philippi, and he came as the deputy of his 
Church. The Philippians had been apprised of the Apostle's 
fortunes. Secundus of Thessalonica on returning from 
Jerusalem to Macedonia three years previously would 
report his arraignment before the Sanhedrin and Ms im- 
prisonment at Caesarea, and occasional intelligence of Ms 
situation would subsequently be conveyed to Philippi, 

Indeed it is likely that he would write to so important a 
Church during his two years' seclusion.^ Communication 

^ The evidence is twofold, (i) They are not expressly included in the greeting 
at the close of Phil. (iv. 21, 22) as, in view of their intimacy with the Philippians, 
they must have been had they been present. They had rejoined the Apostle when 
be wrote Col. and Phm,, and they are mentioned in these letters (cf. Col. iv. 

?o, 14; Phm. 24). (2) Had they, especially Luke, been present, I^aul could not 

have written Phil, ii, 19-2.1. ■ 

® Luke’s visit to Philippi is pro%^ed ;by Phil. iv. 3, if he was indeed the 

empjymi . 

® The canonical epistle is the only extant, letter of the Apostle to the Philippians 1 
but Polycarp (PM. Hi) speaks of ‘ letters ’ (€7ri(rrQXds) \vhich Paul had written to 
them and which they then possessed. ' This indeed is not conclusive, since tte ,. 
p!,«r.;,,.e7r4,<3rroXal' ..might denote a single .letter ..(cf, Lightfoot, PMLj pp» .ijS C.l'l,,, 

;.tmt;.the .'probability: remains., 



l^etter 
and i;!ft 
from the 
Philippian 
Church* 


Ci il S9 ; 
iv. lo. 


Bevoted 
service of 
Epn|')hrO“ 
dims at 
Rome. 


wouid cease on his departure for Rome ; but now, if Luke 
had indeed gone to Philippi, he would tell the story of the 
eventful voj’age and inform the brethren of their revercil 
teacher’s plight in the Imperial Capital. 

Their sympathy was awakened, and they promptly dis- 
played it in their own practical and generous fashion. Th«^ 
Apostle was in sore need. He was not indeed actually 
destitute, for he had been w'ell furnished by the liberality of 
the people of Melita ; but he had to meet the e.xpeuse of his 
rental and maintenance at Rome, nor was he permitted to 
go abroad and earn a wage by plying his craft of tent-making. 
And he was a stranger in the vast Metropolis. The Church 
there uas not his foundation. Its members were bound to 
him by no ties of gratitude and affection, and the converts 
whom he had won since his arrival belonged to the poorer 
order — soldiers of the Prtetorian Guard and slaves of the 
imperial household. They could afford liim nothing. His 
little store was fast dwindling, and unless he were brought 
speedily to trial he must be destitute. His plight was 
grievous, and it appealed to the Philippians. Their gener- 
ous souls were conscience-stricken. Nine years previously, 
when his need was sore, they had rcj)eatedly relieved it ; ^ 
but when the need passed, their liberality had ceased. It 
was not that their hearts had been estranged. Their love 
was as true and fond as ever, and had they known of his 
distress, they would gladly have succoured him. And now 
that they were apprised of it, they hastened to make amends. 
They levied contributions, and they wrote a letter of gracious 
sympathy. They deplored the long winter of their apparent 
neglect, and assured him that it had been occasioned not by 
any defect of love but solely by their ignorance of his need ; 
and they begged him to cheer them with tidings of his con- 
dition. And they deputed Epaphroditus to convey their 
letter and their gift to Rome. 

It was probably midsummer when Epaphroditus presented 
himself. Paul and his two companions had arrived there 
about the beginning of March, and Luke would hardly 
leave him immediately. The journey to Philippi via Dyrra- 
chium and the Egnatian Road occupied little less than a 

‘ Cf. pp. 137, IS3- 
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month ; ^ and if he set out in April, he would arrive in May. 

A considerable time would be consumed by the telling of his 
story and the raising of the contribution, and thus July would 
be well advanced ere Epaphroditus joined the Apostle. He 
proved himself a true friend and a staunch ally. He made 
no haste to return home, but stayed on vith the Apostle and 
aided him in his ministry, particularly, it would seem, in* his 
controversy with the Judaists, And for this ' warfare ' he Cf. n 25. 
was well qualified, since the question had so recently been 
debated in 'Macedonia and he was familiar with the issues. 

His zeal, however, cost him dear. The autumn was an 
insalubrious season at Rome,^ and Epaphroditus sickened 
amid his labours, and for a w^hile his life was in danger. 

During his tedious convalescence his heart turned homeward, 
and his longing became insupportable when he received an 
anxious message from Ids friends. They had heard of his 
sickness and would fain know how he was faring ; and he 
decided to set out immediately and relieve their apprehension. 

He w^ould convey to Philippi an answer to the letter which a letter to 
he had brought, and the Apostle addressed himself to its ^ 
composition. It had been long delayed. In view of his 
activities at Rome it can hardly have been earlier than 
September when Epaphroditus fell sick ; and it would take 
the better part of t^vo months for the report of his illness 
to find its way to his friends and their anxious inquiry to 
travel back to Rome. And thus it would be the month of 
November when Paul wrote. His letter is an outpouring 
of his heart's gratitude and affection. It is the sweetest and 
tenderest of all his surviving letters, and its tone evinces 
how much he owed to the sympathy of his Philippian friends 
and the kindness of their deputy. His situation was indeed 
distressful. He was a prisoner ; and not only %vas he vexed 
by the hostility of a powerful party in the Roman Church but 

^ The distance between Rome and Brundisium was about 360 miles, and it 
occupied some ten days (cf. Ovid, Epist, iv. v. 7 £. : ‘ Luce minus decinia 
doniinam venietis in Urbem, | Ut festinatum non facialis iter,’). The passage 
from Tirimdisium to D3rrrachium depended on weather conditions, but a single day 
commonly sufficed. From Dyrrachium to Philippi the distance was abmut 370 
miles, and this would consume about a fortnight, since travel was less expeditious 
there than in Italy. 
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his prospect was dark and ominous. The long deferment of 
his appeal was disquieting, and the rumours which reached 
Min ;;of: Jewish 'niachina imperial tyranny justified 

gloomy forebodings' -of-the -final issue. His spirit might well 
have, been oppressed, yet it was light and glad, * Joy * is the 
letter s refrain, occurring oftener within its brief compass 
than, in any other. 

LETTER TO PHILIPPI. 

After the formal address, making special mention of the 
Eiders, ' tlie O'verseers '...or Shepherds of the FIockA and the 
Deacons.., . since-, it was they w.ho had directed the Cliiirclfs 
contribution on his behalf, the letter ope.iis with an assurance 
of the Apostle's continual and affectionate regard. 

i. I Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, to all the saints 
in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the Overseers and 
a Deacons. Grace to yon and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3,4 I thank my God whenever I think of you, ever in my every 
supplication for every one oi you making rny supplication 
, 5. with joy for the part .you. have taken in spreading the Gospel 
6 from. the first. day until the present hour. Just this is rny 
confidence, that He who inaugurated a good work in you 
7 will carry it to perfection until the Day of Christ Jesus. And 
indeed it is right for me to be thus disposed on behalf of yon 
all, since I hold you in my heart, being as you all are, alike in 
my imprisonment and in my defence and confirmation of the 
s Gospel, my partners in grace. For God is my witness how I 
9 am longing for you all in the tenderness of Christ Jesus. And 
this is my prayer — ^that your love may still more and more 
to overflow in full knowledge and all perception, that you may 
XI have moral discernment ^ so as to be sincere and offeiiceless 
y/ against the^ Day of Christ, replete with that liarvest of right- 
. .eousness which:, is wrought" by Jesus Christ to the glory and 
--y: praise o.f. God." 

:In,.: their^ letter, . the ' PhiHppians'' .Lad ooinmise,rateci' ^-the' 
Apostle on his unhappy situation ; and now he hastens to 

^ eve times (I 4, 251 IL % 29} iv. i); * rejoice, t 

eleven times {L 18 Ms ; ii. 17 iS Ms^ 2S ; iii, I ; iv. 4 k% lo)« 

^ Cf. n. on Ac, xx. 2S, p.'463. ^ 

* <sh t 6 rh cf. n. on Rom, il 18, p. 3p, 
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show them how wonderfully it had eventuated. It had 
procured the Gospel an entrance into the barracks ' of the 
Praetorian Guards and had stirred most of the Roman 
Christians, to courage and zeal, while even the opposition of -- 
the Judaists . was serving a gracious end by compelling 
reflection. And so they must not grieve. It was true that 
his personal prospect was dark. His fate was hanging in the 
balance, and there seemed little likelihood of his escaping 
condemnation and a martyr's death. But his resolution 
was so to bear himself that, whatever the issue, Christ might 
be magnified. Indeed he had no fear of death. It would be 
a blessed release, and he would almost choose it. Yet when 
he considered how eagerly the Philippians desired him, he 
could not but believe that he would be spared and have 
the joy of seeing them again. 

12 Now I desire you to recognise, brothers, that my fortunes 
have actually issued in the advancement of the Gospel. 

13 It has become notorious among the whole of the Praetorian 
Guard and all the rest of the citizens that it is for my 

14 relation with Christ that I am a prisoner ; and the majority 
of the brothers have gained confidence in the Lord by my 
imprisonment and with more overflowing boldness are 

15 fearlessly talking of the Word of God. There are some 
indeed who are preaching the Christ for envy and strife, 
but there are some also who are doing it for good will. 

16 The latter are prompted by love, knowing that I am 
appointed for the defence of the Gospel, while it is by 
partisanship that the former are prompted to proclaim the 
Christ, in no pure spirit, thinking to aggravate the distress 

z 8 of my imprisonment. And what then ? Only that in every 
way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is being pro- 
claimed ; and in this I rejoice,. Yes, and I will rejoice 

19 for I know that t this will result for me in salvation ' job xiu. 
through your supplication and a rich supply of the Spirit/^ 

20 of Jesus Christ, according to my eager expectation and 
hope that in nothing shall I be put to shame, but with all 

■ speech' now as always Christ wiE be magnified 
in my body whether through life or through death, 

■ 2i, :22 : For to me living is Christ and dying is gain. But if living 

'flesh be my portion, this means for me a harvest of' 

23 work ; and which I shall chooseT cannot tel. ■ I am in' a 
dilemma-: ' I have, the longing -to: strike my tent; and' be cc.a Con 

24 with Christ, for: this were Tar, - far better j yet m'y , staying 

«5 stiE in the flesh -is morenecessary for,your sakes. And of- this ' 
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I atn confident, and I know that I shall stay, I shall stay on 
among you, for your adi’ancement and joy in the Faith, 
36 50 that in me you may have in Christ Jesus abundant 
reason for boasting through my advent again among you. 

Twofold Unhappily the music of the sweet letter is broken by a 
t® jarring note. The peace of the Philippian Church had been 
disturlied by a petty dissension. It was indeed no very 
serious matter, but it grieved the Apostle that even so slight 
a blot should sully the fair fame of this the noblest of his 
Churches. But for that his pride in the PMIippians would 
have been without alloy, and he lovingly yet passionately 
pleads with tliem to banish it and ‘ complete his joy.’ 

He sets before them two inspiring ideals. First he appeals 
to them to be worthy of their Christian ‘ citizenship,’ here 
introducing a new conception which had of late captivated 
of. his imagination and thenceforth moulded his thought of the 
Church. It grew out of his Roman citizenship, and it had 
taken definite shape in his mind when he found himself within 
the gales of the Imperial Capital, the Queen of the Nations, 
Hislvoss of the World, and surveyed from that proud 
centre ‘ the wide arch of the ranged empire.’ It seemed to 
as to St. Augustine three and a half centuries later, 
an earthly adumbration of the Civitas Dei, the Heavenly 
Commonwealth. The imperial spirit was strong in the 
Roman colony of Philippi, and he appeals to his friends to 
recognise their nobler citizenship and prove worthy of it, 
the more that they were surrounded by jealous and 
malignant enemies. 

Only be worthy in your Citizenship of the Gospel of Christ, 
t, whether I come and see you or be far away, the account I 
of you may be that you are standing fast in one spirit, 
soul supporting the Faith of the Gospel in its straiggle, 
never for a moment intimidated by your opponents. This 
for them an eridence of ruin, but it is an evidence of ymir 
salvation — an evidence from God ; because the privilege' has 
been granted you on Christ’s behalf, not only to have faitli in 
Him but to suffer on His behalf, engaged as you are in the same 
sort of coute.st which you saw me maintaining and now hear 

more moving ideal. It was 
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always the Apostle's, wont to invest the commonest of duties (a) The 
with the loftiest of sanctions ; and just as he had incited 
the Corinthians to Christian liberality by setting before 
them the example of the Lord's sacrificial self-impoverish- 2 Cor. viii 
ment, so now he presents to the Philippians a like incen- 
tive to self-effacement. He reminds them of Christ's self- 
hiimiliation. He was the Eternal Son of God, yet 'He freely 
surrendered that dignity. He became man ; the Lord of 
Glory made Himself a slave. It was a reversal of creation. ■ 

At his creation man was " made in the image of God, after Gen. 1.26. 
His likeness/ ; and that Divine Image, the Archetype 
Humanity, was the Eternal Son. God's purpose was " the t “i- 
conformation of humanity to the image of His Son ’ ; but cl Rom. 
tliis was frustrated by sin. The Divine Image in humanity 
was defaced, and to remedj^^ the disaster the Eternal Son 
was ' made in the likeness of men.' It was a temporary 
humiliation. Observe how the Apostle distinguishes between 
the ' form ' and the ' fashion.' Form is permanent, fashion 
transient. Man's form is the eternal image of God, and his 
fashion the frail and perishing estate into which sin hasCf. iCor, 
brought him; and the Archetype of Humanity, that 
might 'conform humanity to His own image,' shared its 
fashion and endured to the uttermost its suffering and shame. 

And this infinite self-renunciation is His glory. It has 
exalted the name of Jesus and won Him universal adoration. 

li. I If, then, the appeal of union with Christ counts for any- 
thing, if love's persuasion counts for anything, if the Spirit's 
fellowship counts for anything, if tenderness and com- 
2 passion count for anything,^ complete my joy by espousing 
the same cause. Cherish the same love ; be united in 
3 soul; espouse the one cause. Never be actuated by 
partisanship or vaingloriousness, but vith humility deem 

^ The difficulty here lies in et ns ffTrXdyxvcL, The obvious emendation et nm 
(Chrys., Ambrstr., Viilg., T. R.) has no MS. authority, ef rts is 

generally regarded as a mere grammatical slip on the part of the Apostle ; but 
since Cod. Bez. (D) and several minuses, have also ef ns 7rapafiv0Lov^ some 
ancient interpreters take the nouns as predicates : * if any one would be a comfort 
to me, if anyone would he a consolation to my love, if any one would be ^ 
fellowship of spirit to me, if any one would be tend ef ness and compassion.’ C£ 

Eiith. Zig, One authority (Euthal has el n odu wapdK\if}ffiSf and the proba- 
bility is that ei n, si quid . should be read .throughout. ' Ci MoultCKi| . ' ^ 

Proie^,, p, 59. 
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4 one aaother more important than yourselves, with an eye 
not to your own se%5'eral interests but also to those of your 

5 neighboiirs. Harbour this sentiment which dwelt even in 

eClinst Jesus. Though He existed^ primally in God*s fomij 

He did not deem His equality with God a treasure to be 

7 clutched/'^ No, He emptied Himself by taking a slave's 

8 form, being made in the likeness of men. And, being found 
in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself by carrying His 

9 obedience as far as death, yes, death on a cross. And 
therefore God also highly exalted Him and bestowed on 

10 Him the Name which is higher tliaii every name, that at 
xiv. a3‘ the name of Jesus ‘ every fciee might beiid/ among ' the 

II denizens of heaven and earth and the netherworld/^ 'and 
ever}’ tongue confess ' that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God. the Father. 

sa And so, my beloved, as you have always been obedient, 
now—not merely as you would if I were with you but all the 

^ cL note on Gal. ii, 14, p. 200. kfemmt the distinctive and 

unchangeable Tomi. . Cl. Chrys. : to dirapdWaKTQy Be ikp mi m$St itni 

It is impossible to l.)e of one essence anil have the ' form ’ of another 
essence, no man has the form of an angel, nor has an irrational beast the 

form of a man. is the ‘fashion*' or ‘shape/ which may 

change while the ‘form’ remains. Thus, the the wnuld passes away 

(i Cor. vii. 31), but not hs }if>p<i> 7 } : the world itself remains though its ‘fashion’ 
changes. Satan may tmnsfigurff himself (Mcra^rx^^aarliTw^ai) but he could not 
transform himself {fji€TifAap 4 iOU(T$ai) irUt) an angel of light (cf. 2 Cor. xL 14). 
lienee ip vvdpxi*^p atTjtJns our Lord's essential and eternal deity (as 

against Arianism) ; p>op 4 inp His true humanity (as against Doketism). 

The reality of His incarnate humanity is further utTirmcd by €ifpe$€h 

Mpvwofil in the days of His flesh He exhibited the of a man— - 

cultus, vestitus, gestus, sermones victus, et act tones’ (Beng.). It may 
seem impossible that one who was * in the form of God ’ should take ^ the form 
of a slave * ; and thus Spinoia xxi) pronounces it no less absurd to say 

that God assumed human nature than to say that a circle has assumed the nature 
of a square. This, however, ignores the basal postulate of the Incarnation, viz., 
man’s kinship with God, his creation ‘in God’s image.’ Hence Clirist, ‘existing 
primally in God’s form,’ could nevertheless ‘take a slave’s form’; He could 
Income man without ceasing to be God. And con^’ersely, just as He, being in a 
slave’s form, could be ‘transformed’ {pLeTap.op(pQdff 0 ai) into His primal glory (ri. 
Mt xvui. 2 ; Xlk. ix. 2), so we, without ceasing to be men, can be ‘ transforme<i ’ 
into His image (cf. Korn. viii. 29, xii, 2 ; 2 Cor. hi. 18) — the tiKihr in which wc 
were created (cf. i Cor. xi. 7; Col. iii. lo) — and be ‘made partakers of the 
divine nature ’ (2 Pet. L 4), 

* a ‘catch/ a prize lo be greedily clutched as a lion seizes his prey 

(cf. XJoulton and Milligan, Vocad,). Here not, as the Arians understood it, a 
^pmiop^ SL privilege whicli Christ might have grasped and made His own, but, m 
die argument requires, a dignity which He actually possessed anrl would not 
retain like a miser clutching bis gold. Cf. isid. Pel E/isf, iv. 22. 

^ A phrase of contemporary Gnosticism. Cf. Tfippolytus, v. 8. 
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more since I am far away— with fear and' trembling work : ; , : ^ 

13 out your own salvation ; for it is God that ■operates, in': you 
both the willing and the operating in pursuance of His 
i4'good: pleasure. ; ' Do everything' without murmurings and ,' ^ ; 

15 disputations, that you may prove blameless and pure, 

'God's spotless children' in the midst of ' a crooked, and Dt.xxxii. 
perverse generation/ among whom you are seen shining kke 5 ^ . 

16 stars in the world, holding forth' a message of life, that I 
: may have reason for boasting on the Day of Christ that I . ' 
did not run my race in vain or ' spend my labour in vain/ is. xHx. 4; 

17 Nay, though my life-blood be poured out over the sacrifice ■ , 
and priestly ministration of your faith, I rejoice and I 

18 share the joy of you all. And in the same manner I would 
have you also rejoice and share my joy. 

And now the Apostle passes to a personal explanation . The 
In their letter the Philippians had begged Mm to ' cheer 
them Avith information of Ms concerns,' and he tells them that 
he hopes ere long to send Timothy to them and be cheered 
with information of their concerns. He was onty waiting 
until he should be able to tell them how his case was likely 
to go ; and Ms expectation w^as that he w^ould soon be set 
at liberty, and then he would visit them himself. Meantime 
he was sending Epaphroditus back to PMlippi to relieve the 
anxiety wMch the tidings of that good friend's sickness had 
occasioned them ; and they must honour Mm all the more 
for the service which he had rendered in their name during 
his stay at Rome. 

19 Now I am hoping, if the Lord Jesus will, to send Timothy to 
you ere long, that I too may be ' cheered by information of 

20 your concerns.' ^ I have no one with a soul like Ms — no one 

21 who will have a kindly regard for your concerns ; for they are 

22 ail seeking their own ends, not those of Christ Jesus. But you 
are aware what he has proved himself : like father and child he 

■23 and I slaved together in the service of the Gospel. Him, then,,, 

I am hoping to send as soon as ever I make out my prospects ; 

24 but I am confident in the Lord that I shall myself also come 

25 ere long. I deemed, it necessary, however, to send to you 
Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow-worker and fellow- 
soldier, whom you sent on an errand of priestly ministration; , ■ 

26 to my need, since he was longing after you all and was home- 
ay sick ^ because you had heard that he was^ ill, ' Indeed he was 

^ * I also/ a reference to the Philippians’ letter. ' Thej,had, hoped ,to ,', 

clieered with tidings of his welfare, and he reciprocates their courtesy. 
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ill, almost at death's door ; but God had mercy on him, and 
not on him only but on me too, lest I should have grief upon 
38 grief. I am sending ^ him, then, the more eagerly, that you 
may be rejoiced by the sight of him and my grief may’ be 

29 lessened. Welcome him. then, in the Lord vith id! joy, and 

30 hold men like him in honour ; for it was his devotion to the 
work of Christ that brought him nigh to deatii. He hazarded 
his life to make up to me the ministry which 3’ou could not 
render. 

And now he draws to a conclusion. Ere he closes he 
reverts to the dissension which was disturbing the Philippian 
Church, and would reiterate his counsel. 

Ui, I For the rest, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To repeat 
what I have already written to you is not irksome for me, and 
it is safe for j’ou 

Here he breaks off. Something has occurred wirich 
interrupts the stream of his dictation and arrests Timothy’s 
pen ; and when he resumes, it is to pour forth a torrent of 
burning indignation. The occasion was plainly a peculiarly 
offensive exhibition of Judaist animosity ; btit he does not 
stay to define it, and hence it may be inferred that Epaphro- 
ditus had been the victim. It was unnecessary to recount the 
incident, since he would explain the circumstances when he 
delivered the letter. It was probably a rencontre at a 
meeting of the Church, Epaphroditus bad been discoursing 
and had been assailed by the Judaist faction ; and now he 
has returned vexed and pained, and tells the story'. 

Apparently the attack was threefold. First, the Judaists 
had indulged in coarse vituperation. They had stigmatised 
the Gentile converts as ‘ uncircumcised dogs ’ — that foul 
epithet which the Jews were so fond of hurling at the Gentiles,® 
likening them to the pariahs which prowled in quest of 
garbage among the refuse-heaps outside an oriental tovna ; 
and this enkindled a flame of chivalrous resentment in the 
Apostle’s breast. He retorted the epithet. The Judaists 
were the real pariahs, and their legal rites were the garbage. 
Their boasted circumcision was only' a symbol of spiritual 
grace, and the symbol, without the grace was valueless. It 


^ 6rc/i^a, epistokry aor. C£. n. on Gal. vi. ] i, p. 319. 
• Cf. I>egfs af His Flesh, p.250. 
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was no true circumcision but mere concision, mere mutilation, Cf. l®?, 
mere 'cutting in the flesh/ Again they had assailed 
Apostle ; and he replies that he was a better Jew than any 
of tbein, and his present attitude was no jealous depreciation 
of a privilege which he did not possess. He had been ' born 
in the purple/ He was an heir of the sacred traditions, and ■ ' 
had once been devoted to the Law ; but he had found in 
Christ a nobler righteousness, and recognised that legal 
rites w^ere in comparison naught but * refuse/ Then they 
had preferred their old charge that the Gospel of salvation 
by faith relaxed moral obligation ; and this touched him 
in the quick. His Gentile converts, even the Philippians, 
too often lent colour to the calumny by their retention of 
the pagan taint ; and lie implores them to realise the ethical 
requirements of the Gospel. The Christian life was a con- 
tinual conflict, a strenuous struggle toward the goal of a 
Christlike character, and he was himself striving to attain it, 

■2 Beware of the ' dogs ' ; beware of the ' evil workers ' ; be- Ci s Coc, 
aware of the concision.^ For we are ' the circumcision ^ — ^we ^ 3 - 

who serve God's Spirit and boast in Christ Jesus and have no 
confidence in the flesh. 

4 And yet I have reason for confidence even in the flesh. If 
any one else fancies he may have confidence in the flesh, still 

5 more may I : circumcised as I was when eight days old ; bom 
of Israel's race and of Benjamin's tribe^ a Hebrew of Hebrew 

6 parentage ; as regards the Law a Pharisee ; as regards zeal a 
persecutor of the Church ; as regards righteousness — legal 

7 righteousness — past blame. But all these which were once 

8 gains to me, I have for Christ's sake deemed loss. Yes, and 
more than that : I deem everything to be loss for the sake of 
the transcendent advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.^ 

^ A contemptuous parody— not but Kararojji^, not * circumcision ’ but 

‘amputation® (cf. Gal. v. 12), Such paronomasia was congenial to the ancient 
mind. Diogenes the Cynic was addicted to it. Cf. Diog. Laert. vi. 24 : * He 
called the o-xoX-^ (school) of Euclid xoXiJ (bile) and the dtarpLfiYj (discourse) of 
Plato KararpL;3r) (waste of time).® It is frequent in N. T. generally as a play upon 
words like the jingling proverb pia6r}fxara ira&ifjfiaTaf ‘experience teaches’ (cf. 

Plerod. L 207; ^Esch. Agam^ 170), and in this kindly fashion our Lord 
employed it (cf. Mt xvi. 18). Cf. Moulton’s Winer, p. 794*6. 

® Deissmann [Liglu from Anc, East, 383, n. 8) quotes a c. Byzantine 
inscription which records of a citizen of Olbia that he had ‘ advanced to know» 
ledge of the August! ’ {t.e., the Emperors Augustus and Tiberius), 

irpoKo^^apros, On this analogy it is persona! not spemiaiim 
knowledge of Christ that the Apostle means. CL Jo. x. 15, xiv.,7, xvii, 3, 25* 
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For His sake I suffered the loss of c.verythiiig and deem it but 
9 refused that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having 
a righteousness of my own— the legal righteousness — but that 
which comes by faith in Christ, tlie righteousness which God 
logives on the ground of faith, that 1 may know Him and the 
power of His Resurrection and tiie fellowship of His sufferings, 
II being conformed to His death in the hope of attaining to tiie 
resurrection from the dead/-® 

Not that I have already laid hold or have already accom- 
plished the course ; but I am. pressing on in the hope of laying 
fast hold on that for which Christ Jesus laid fast hold on* me, 
ij Brothers, I do not yet reckon myself to have laid fast hold on it, 
but one thing I do : forgetting what lies behind and straining 
24 out toward what lies ahead, I am pressing on to the goal for 
the prize of God's upward call in Christ Jesus. 

15 Let all of us, then, who are mature,^ be thus minded ; and it 
in aught you are differently minded, this also will God reveal to 

1 6 you. Only, so far as we have reached, let us march in unbroken 
rank, 

17 Unite in imitating me, brothers, and keep an eye on those 
who comport themselves after the pattern which have set 

isyou. For there are many who comport themselves— I used 
often to speak of them to you, and now I speak of them even 
19 with tears, as the enemies of the Cross of Christ. Their end 
is ruin, their god is their appetite, and their glor}? is in their 
so shame — men who mind earthly things. Our Eternal Common- 
wealth is in Heaven ; -^ and thence w^e are expecting a Saviour, 
21 the Lord Jesus Christ, who will refashion the body of our 
humiliation into conformity with the body of His glory after 
the operation of the power He has even to subject the universe 
to Himself. 

And now the Apostle resumes the exhortation wliich had 
been so rudely interrupted. He names the two ladies — 
Euodia and Syntyche — who had occasioned the dissension. 
Nothing is known of them beyond this unhappy reference. 
Their record had hitherto been honourable. They had been 
won to the Faith during his ministry at Philippi and had 
lent him valiant assistance in the founding of the Church, 
and throughout the ten years wEich had since elapsed they 
had, served it. well, .perhaps in the capacity of deaconesses. 

^ A reversion to ‘the dogs* {vcr. 2), trKf’^aXa being refuse thrown to dogs. Cf. 
Suid. : icmi^a\6p n t 6 rms xml 

® ^ ipdtrrams rm v^Kpm, the general revsurrection ; r/ ivmTmit ^ Ific 

resurrection of believers (cf. Ac. iv. 2 with Ac. xvii. 32 ; s Cor. m 13 ). 

* cf. n. on 1 Cor, ii. 6, p. 348. 

« cf. n, on Gal ii. 14 p. 200. 
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Hence he was the more grieved by their present behaviour ; 
and he appeals to Luke, who had proved his skill in spirituai 
no less than physical healing, to hdp them to a better- 
frame. The ranks of his old comrades had been thinn^ 
in the process of the years, and he bespeaks kindly considera- 
tion of the survivors, particularly one named Clement. Un- 
distinguished as they might be in the world’s esteem, their 
names were in the Book of Life. 

iv. I And so, my brothers beloved and longed after, my joy and 
2 crown, thus stand fast in the Lord, beloved. I exhort 
Euodia^ and I exhort Syntyche to espouse the same cause 
sin the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, true yoke-fellow,^ help them 
—those women who shared my struggle in the cause of the 
Gospel, they and Clement ® also and the rest of my fellow- 
workers whose names are in ‘ the Book of Life.’ cf. 

■ ■ , !xix 

^ Not Euodias (masc.)* The fern, pronouns adrats, ainves {ver. 3) show that 
both persons were women. And the reiterated irapam\(a . makes the admonition 
impartial : both needed it. 

® yp'q<Ti€ (Tijyiuye. Whom the Apostle thus designates is problematic, but four 
suggestions may perhaps be confidently dismissed, i. The quaint notion that, 
despite the masc. terminations, yi'^j-nos denotes a %voman and that she 

was PauFs wife (Clem. Alex. Strom, iii. vi. 53 j Grig, ad Mom. Comm. i. 1% 
wliora Renan (St. vi) identifies with Lydia of Philippi. 2. The idea ths.t 

SiVff'yos is a proper name, and the Apostle plays upon the common meaning of ' 
the %vord (cf. Phm. 10, 11) — * Synzygus (yoke-fellow), truly so named. C This 
.notion, like the form,er,.was prevalent in ■Ghrys..,’s day inyis 4 >affty \iipojtjt.a imm / ^ 

m'jpior dvai), ' .3. Chrys., while rejecting the idea .that the ; reference is to PauFs ■ ' 
wife, . thinks it . may have . been to some.' other woman hut more probably to .the ;■ , ^ 
..brother, or' the husband, of Euodia or Syntyche ; 'cautiously adding, however, . 
efre rovro elV« ineipo 01) <i(p 6 Bpa dKpL^o\oyuff&<ni Sei, 4. Paul here apostrophises 
either Epaphroditus (Grotius, Lightloot), the hearer of the letter, or Timothy (Estiiis)* , 
whom he intended sending to Philippi (cf. ii.. 19-23). But, though he might have 
given such an injunction to either, he could hardly have- introduced a personal ^aside-t ' 
..into the letter. It remains that he is: addressing some^ prominent personage at; . 
Philippi, ..to whom the letter was consigned .and who would, read it to.. the Ghurch';' ; 
.and' Luther hits, the mark when he understands ‘the chief - Bishop ^ or 'Presbyter*; ' 
That had been Lukeks position during his ministry at Philippi, and on: revisiting: . 
.the. Church he. would ■ resume the : dignity if -not. -the office. . There. was 'iio .one 
who.m'''Pau! could more fittingly have designa-ted ,.his' ‘true .yoke-fellow, .’.a phrase ; 
'which:.recalls Agamemnon^s^ designation.of Od3^sseiiS".{iEsch..:..4^i5!:w... S15), : 
lTOi/4os ip^ot mipa^ 6 po$^ ‘ when yoked he was ever to- me a ready trace-horse,.’ 

:.■. ® Connecting '/4er4 wi .KX'^jaeFros. with ^vv'i^BXipaAv p.Qi. It may, also be con- ' 
nected with the remote «rwXa/Ai3«ivou aureus-: ‘-help them, you and Clement alsoP 
' .Gn:the former' construction Clement' and the rest 'of Paul’s converts .were partisans,, of 
Euodia. and Syntyche,: and hence: it .would appear that "the dissensio.ii arose from; 
ft feeling on the ..■ part, of the original members of the. .Church that they receiv«i'. 
tes': deference tlma they deserved from the later adherents^ 
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The mischief of dissension was that it broke the Church’s 
peace, and banished joy, and dishonoured the Gospel. The 
remedy lay in the cultivation of a spirit of ‘ sweet reasonable- 
ness ' ; and this was attained by the unburdening of the 
soul at the Throne of Grace and the resolute pursuit of 
lofty ideals. 

4, 5 Rejoice in the Lord always ; again will I say it. rejoice. Let 
your sweet reasonableness ^ be known to all men. The Lord 

6 is nigh. Be anxious about nothing, _ but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

7 be made known in God’s presence. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all underetanding, will be the warden of 
your hearts and thoughts in Christ Jesus. 

s' For the rest, brothers, aU that is true, all that is dignified, 
all that is righteous, all that is pure, all that is lovely, all that 
is winsome, whatever virtue there may be and "whatever 
9 praise, take these things into your reckoning. All that you 
learned and received and heard and saw in me, put in practice ; 
and God, the Giver of Peace, will be with you. 

One matter remains— the monetary relief which the 
Philippians had sent the Apostle, and he acknowledges it 
in a few sentences w'hich only a gentleman could have 
written — a rare blending of gratitude, dignity, and humour. 
They had explained, somewhat grandiloquently, their 
apparent neglect — the tardy ‘ revival of their drooping 
mindfulness ’ of him ; and he accepts their apology. He 
was glad of their gift ; not for the relief which it afforded, 
since he had learned to endure privation, but for the assur- 
ance which it conveyed of their constant kindness. And he 
thanks them for it. It was like them to send it. Some ten 
years previously, when he was driven out of Macedonia,® 
they alone had considered his need and ‘ settled accounts ’ 
with him. He uses this phrase significantly, indicating that 
their contribution was no charity. It was a debt which 
they owed him for his precious service of them, and had 
they disowned it, they would have been the losers. And now 
that they have sent him another payment, he playfully writes 

* rd Inetxis imaicta), the quality which, according to Matthew Arnold, 
distinguished Jesus, the temper which maintained His ‘sate balance.’ Cf. 
3 Cor. X. t. 
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a formal receipt : ' Paid in Ml ; received from Epaphroditus/ 

At the same time their gift was hallowed by their love. It 
was more than a payment ; it was a '.fragrant offerings' f 
it would win them God's rich blessing. ■ 

10 Now it rej oiced me greatly in the Lord that * at long last ' you 
had ^ revived your drooping mindfulness of me.' And in this 
connection you were Indeed mindful of me all the while, but 
I X you never had an opportunity. Not that I am speaking under 
pressure of want ; for I have learned, whatever my circum* 

12 stances, to be content. I know how to be brought low; I know 
how to be affluent. Into each and every experience I have 
been initiated — fulness and hunger, affluence and want. 

13 1 have strength for everything in Him who puts power into 
14$ ^5 me. Yet thank you for participating in my distress.^ And 
you Philippians know as well as I do that in the early 
days of the Gospel, when I quitted Macedonia, no Church 
26 settled accounts with but you alone. For not 

only at Thessalonica but again and yet again you sent me 
17 help in need. Not that I am seeking after your gift ; no, 
it is the interest which accumulates to your account that 
18 1 am seeking after. I am paid in full,® and I am affluent. 

My wants are all supplied now that I have received from 
Epaphroditus what you sent me, 'an odour of a .sweet ex. xjdx. 
fragrance,' a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God. 

19 And my God will supply all your need according to His 

20 riches in glory in Christ Jesus. And to our God and 
Father be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are 
2a with me greet you. All the saints greet you, especially 

those belonging to Caesar's household. 

: ,23 , THE 'GHACE OF THE LORD JeSUS CHRIST BE WITH YOUR 

' SPIRIT. 

It was toward the close of the year 60 when Epaphroditus Tbe ' 
took his departure for Philippi, carrying the- letter with him. 

The: Apostle would miss his gracious. and helpful presence, pamom 

^ mWs a Common Greek colloquialism, frequent in papyri, -(i) The , ,' 

tor. * thank you.*, Cf. Ac. x, 33. Oxyrh, Pap, 1066, ji .xaXcSs iih iToiriffm 
avocrriXas pivK}v, ‘thank you for sending me the file.* The fut ‘please/ 

Cf. 3 Jo, 6. Oxyrh, Pap. 300, 5 : 6Vi 

‘please send me a r^ply that you reccWddt.*' , 

® €k XSyoF Uaem ml Xij/^pemt ‘on tbe^ score of payment an-d .receipt* C£ 

Moulton and Milligan, PacaA 

® In Common Greek drix^*^ (cf. Mt , 2), - * I have received it/, was -the ' . 

technical acknowledgment of payment.. d7rox^V:'.*-a,.. receipt/ Gfv Oxjri, .. 
f I, 25 : Kvph ^ irox'^t * the receipt is valid/ 
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but he was not left alone. Timothy was with him, and by 
I f. Col. iv. and by others joined him. Luke and Aristarchus returned 
phin?34. from their expeditions with the old kindness in their hearts. 
It seems that his health had been impaired by his long 
confinement, his ceaseless employment, and his wearing 
anxiety ; and thus the advent of ‘ the beloved physician ’ 
was doubly welcome. Aristarchus too did his part. So 
assiduous was he in liis tendance, never quitting the Apostle’s 
c f. coL iv. chamber, that the latter playfully styled him ‘ my fellow- 
”■ captive.’ Another arrival was Demas. He seems to have 
cf. aTim. belonged to Thessalonica ; and since his name is coupled 
IV. lo. Luke’s, it may be presumed that he had accompanied 

the latter from Macedonia, conveying doubtless his Church’s 
sympathy . He is merely mentioned without commendation, 
and this evident coldness is justified by the part which he 
subsequently played. 

-Arrival of Time wore away, and the year 6i would be nearing its 
close when the Apostle was gladdened by a welcome surprise. 
Tychicus. arrival of John Mark who ten years previoudy 

had occasioned the tragic rupture between him and his 
noble-hearted comrade Barnabas.^ Of Mark’s doings during 
the interval there is no record, but it is plain that he had 
redeemed his character. Though a Jew, he was loyal to 
Cf. Col. iv. Paul’s Gentile Gospel ; and since in the immediate sequel he 
iVii.*”"'is found ministering in the Province of Asia, the likelihood 
is that it was thence that he had come to Rome. Nor is it 
Cf. Eph. without suggestion that another who appears on the scene 
coubr. 7, at this juncture is Tychicus the Ephesian. He w'as one of 
the deputies who accompanied the Apostle to Jerusalem in 
the spring of 57 to present the Gentile contributions for the 
poor Christians in the Sacred Capital ; and when his errand 
was accomplished he had returned to Ephesus. There, 
probably, he had encountered Mark ; and when the latter 
was apprised of his intention to visit Rome, he w'ould 
propose to accompany |hat he might make his peace 
Cf. sTim. with the Apostle. The reco-nciliation was complete; and 
”■ Paul not merely renewed tfir. old fellowship with him but 
Cf. Col iv. publicly absolved him by writing to the Churches of Asia 
and commending him to their confidence. 

> Cf. p. II?. 
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Nor should it go unnoticed that there was yet another who jesus 
cheered the Apostle during his weary captivity — Jesus, 

Jewish Christian, who, after the fashion of that period,^Cf. Coi iv. 
bore also the Gentile name of Justus. Sinceheisanunknow’n 
personage, and thus can hardly have been a provincial 
deputy, he w^as probably a member of the Roman Church ; 
and this invested him with an honourable distinction. He 
was the only Jewish Christian in the city who befriended the 
Apostle : all the rest were Judaists. 

It was a serious errand that had brought Tychicus to Heresy in 
Rome. A heresy had arisen in the Province of Asia and 
was working deadly mischief in the Church ; and he had 
been deputed to convey the tidings to the Apostle and 
obtain his counsel. The intelligence w'as no surprise to Paul ; 
for he had long foreseen the evil. Already during his ministrjf 
at Ephesus he had perceived the trend of thought ; and 
four years previously, in the message to the Churches of cf. Rom, 
Asia annexed to his encyclical on Justification by Faith, 
he had sounded a note of warning, and he had repeated it cf. Ac. xx 
with stronger urgency in his moving address to the Ephe.sian 
Elders at Miletus. And now' be learns that his forebodings 
have been realised. 

What was the heresy ? It was the initial phase of that incipient 
subtle philosophy which was know'll in after days as 3"“*’ 
Gnosticism. Gnosticism w'as, at all events in the domain of 
Gentile Christianity, a fusion of Oriental theosophy and Greek 
philosophy ; and it was natural that it should have its home 
in the Province of Asia, that borderland betwixt East and 
West. It w'ere indeed illegitimate to anticipate later de- 
velopments and identify the heresy wiiich confronted the 
Apostle with the elaborate, complex, and fantastic system 
W'hich flourished in the second century ; at the same time 
it were no less illegitimate to ignore their affinity. Systems 
are never bom in a day, and the full-blown Gnosticism which 
appears on the pages of St. Irenaeus was no sudden growth 
but the development of ideas w'hich had been operative for 
generations. It were reasonable to assume a priori that they 
had already emerged in the Apostle’s day, and the assumption 
is historically attested. Thus, according to St. Irenaeus,® the 

‘ Cf. p. 31. § IV. li. 3; cf. liuprafat. 
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Gnostics were disciples of Simon Magus, ' tiie father of all 
heretics ' ; and Hippolytus early in the third century 
designates the Gnostic sect of the Ophites or Naasenes ‘ the 
progenitors of subsequent heresies ’ and places them in the 
order of his discussion before Simon Magus and before 
Cerinthus, the Apostle John’s adversary during his ministry 
at Ephesus.* Hence it is no mere surmise but an historical 
fact that Gnosticism had already appeared in the days of 
the Apostles. It was indeed still undeveloped, but its 
characteristic ideas were thus early in vogue ; and it was 
these that were disturbing the Churches of Asia and engaged 
Paul’s attention. 

The prc- Its basal principle was that persistent postulate of ancient 
GoJs're- thought — the inherent and essential evil of matter ; and this 
the°vori<i, pri^sented the twofold problem of the mode of creation and 
the relation of God to the world. If the world were God's 
direct creation out of nothing or an immediate emanation 
from His own essence, then He would be the author of mdl. 
And if He be perfect goodness an<i purity, then it is impossible 
for Him to have contact with evdl and im})ure matter. 
There i,s thus a wide gulf between God and the world ; and 
the question was how that gulf should be bridged. 

Gnostic The answer was furnished by a theory of silccessive 
5eman;i- emanations, a series of intermediaries between God and the 
tions. vvorid. These were the cpohs , a hierarchy of angels designated 
vli. ssf' ‘ thrones,’ ' lordships,’ ‘ principalities,’ ‘ authorities,’ and 
coi. j. i6. ' powers,’ and inhabiting, in order of dignity, ' the heavenly 
regions ’ which rose, tier above tier, to the Throne of God.® 
The plcmna or ‘ fulness ’ dwelt in God, and it was weaker 
in each successive emanation until the lowest rairk was 
F.ph.vi.i 2 . reached — ‘ the world-making angels,’ * ‘ the rulers of this 

^ A'sfiit. V, 6; VI. I. 

* According to Test, of Levi (cf. p. 335) in tlie Sixth H.eaven are the Arclb* 

angels, the Angels of the Presence ; in the Fiftii the Nfe.ssengers of (iod, who 
bear the prayers of men to the Angels of the Presence; in tlie Fourth 'rhiones 
and Authorities, the Holy Ones ; In the Thirtl the lussis of avenging angels. 
Orig. De Trimip, i. v. 3 (Latin translation) spedficB, in a.sccaiting unler, {i) ilte 
Holy Angels {sancii ang€ii% {2) Principalities (j) Powers 

ipotesfaUSi Bvpdp,m)<, (4) Tlirones (5) Lordships (SmiMafimes^ 

KVpdrrfr^i}^ 

* Ki3irp.§wml dyyiXoi (cf. Iren, L xix ; xx. i). 
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dark world, the spiritual hosts of wickedness,’ under Satan, 

' the ison of this world, the Prince of the airthority of the Eph. a. x 
air.’ 

Fantastic as the theory appears, it was no frivolous a ruinous., 
speculation. It was, on the contrary, a serious attempt to ' 
solve an ancient and abiding problem — the problem of the 
origin of evil ; ^ and it stimulated much profitable inquirj' 
in the course of the early Christian centuries. Nevertheless 
it was a pernicious heresy, and, had it prevailed, the Faith 
must have perished. How widely it diverged from Chris- 
tianity appears by its very name. It was the doctrine of 
gnosis or ‘ knowledge,’ and its advocates distinguished 
themselves from the simple multitude who had only ‘ faith ’ 
by assuming the designation of ' Gnostics.’ ® They w'ere 
‘ the spiritual ’ or ‘ the perfect,’ ® while mere believers, 
uninitiated into the mysteries of the gnosis, were ' the 
animal.’ * It was just the old distinction between the 
esoierics and the exoterics in the philosophic schools, a revival 
of the spirit of caste w'hich the Gospel had exorcised. 

The poison of the heresy laj' in its dualism, and its mischief {i) its 
was both theological and ethical. In the former connection 'incaL 
it struck at the very foundation of the Faith. Since matter nation, 
was essentially evil, there could be no true Incarnation. 

Christ w'as not God manifest in the flesh, ' the fulness of 
deity embodied,’ but merely an eson, an angelic intermediary. Cf. Eph. 
This pernicious doctrine had already emerged in Paul’s 
day ; and it was subsequently developed by Cerinthus. '9. »• s-io- 
' He alleged,’ says St. Irenaeus,® ‘ that the world had not 
been made by the First God, but by a powder separate 
and remote from the Authority which is over the Universe, 
and ignorant of the God who is over all. And Jesus, he 
supposed, had not been begotten of a virgin, but He had 
been born of Joseph and Mary, a son, in like manner to all 
the rest of men, and had become more righteous and wise. 

And after His Baptism the Christ descended into Him from 
the Sovereignty which is over the Universe, in the form of a 

^ Cf. Tert. Ds Fraserf/i. 7 ; Adv, Marc. I. 2 ; Eus. Ecd^ V. 27* . 

: Cf. Iren, r., 1. ii ;■ Glem., n. in. 10. 

® ol 7 rv€Vi.mrLKoii at TiXf.m (cf. n. on I Cor. ii. 6, p. 248). 
oi ^PvxikqI (cf. n. on X Cor. ii, 14, p. 349). ,•,1. 
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dove ; and then He proclaimed the unknown Father and 
accomplished miracles ; and at the end the Christ withdrew 
from the Jesus ; and the Jesus had suffered and been raised, 
but the Christ had remained throughout impassible, being 
spiritual.’ 

(z) Its -an- This distinction between the Divine Ciirist and the human 
impHcate. Jesus, who Were never truly one but were merely associated 
during the three years of our Lord’s ministr}-, is the ine\itable 
issue of the theory. In Paul’s day, however, the heresy was 
as yet primarily ethical, and this mischief also flow'ed from 
its dualistic presupposition. The argument with Gentile 
converts was that, since matter and spirit are distinct 
domains, the things of sense are, for the spiritual man, 
‘ indifferent,’ and he is free to indulge his carnal appetities 
as he pleases.^ This doctrine had already been urged in the 
Corinthian Church,® and it was professed and practised in 
Of. Rev, ii. the Churches of Asia by a school of sectaries who were still 
active in the daj's of the Apostle John. They were known 
’ihe Nico- as the Nicolaitans, and they derived their name from 
aIvvOs- Nicolaus, one of the Seven Deacons. He was a Gentile, 
belonging to Syrian Antioch ; and since he had been a 
proselyte to Judaism ere his conversion to Christianity, it 
may be inferred that he was a restless spirit. At all events 
he soon went far astray. His position was defined by his 
maxim that ' we should disregard the flesh ’ ; * and a story 
is told which illustrates his meaning. He was taunted by 
^ jealousy regarding his beautiful 

wife, and he brought her forward and intimated that any 
one who would might marry her.* So entirely did he ‘ dis- 
regard the flesh.’ His attitude, however, was liable to mis- 
construction. It is Clement of Alexandria who tells the 
story, and, while expressly absolving Nicolaus of personal 
incontinence, he affirms that ‘ the adherents "of his sect 
followed up the incident and the maxim simply and in- 
considerately and committed fornication without restraint.’ 
They were, he alleges elsewhere,® ‘ dissolute as he-goats.’ 

* Cf. Iren. I. XX. a, 3 ^ ft. xlix. i. ♦ Cf. p. ajS. 

® irapaxpS^ffBai t§ tfapnl 

* Cleai. Alex. Str&m, ttuiv*. cl Eus. ATiV. Ftd. m* 29. 

* Md.lL xx.'itS. Cf. Tert. Jfam 1. 29; HippoL Mt'l vii. 34 
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Such scandal would have been impossible among Jewish Osntue 
Christians, disciplined by the stem ethic of the Mosaic Law ; 
but this restraint was lacking in the Churches of Asia. •*“*• 
Their members were Gentiles, and it appears that they had 
travelled beyond that repudiation of moral obligation whicli 
the Apostle had so frequently to deplore in his converts 
from heathenism and which furnished the Judaists with so 
effective an indictment of his Gospel of Salvation by Faith. 

Judaism was nothing to them. They despised the Jews 
and ignored the historic basis of Christianity. And hence 
arose a striking reversal of the accustomed conditions. 
Hitherto it had been necessary for the Apostle to plead with 
the Jews for the recognition of the Gentiles, but now he 
has to exhibit the glory of the ancient Covenant to his 
•1 Gentile converts and warn them against despising that 
precious heritage. 

Such was the situation which had emerged in the Province The Asian 
of Asia, and it occasioned the leaders of the Churches no^ppeal'"^* 
small disquietude. It would appear that they held a repre- 
sentative conference, and resolved to communicate with the 
Apostle. They WTote a letter in name of all the Churches, 
f, acquainting him with their perplexity and soliciting his 
■; counsel; and they deputed Tychicus to convey it to Rome.^ 

j The report was no surprise to Paul. He had detected An ency- 

) symptoms of the heresy during his ministry at Ephesus, and fgJter. 
after his departure he had kept himself informed of its 
progress. It had engaged his anxious consideration, and 
thus he was able to deal effectively with it ; and he forthwith 
addressed himself to the task and composed an encyclical 
I letter.® This is the letter which stands in the New Testament 

I 

^ i’fietf, ‘you also’ (vi. 21), proves that Paul had received a letter from his 
I readers: they had told him of their concerns, and Tycbicus would tell them of 

f his. Cf. K&y^, *IaIso’{L 15). 

* Beza was apparently the first to perceive that -the letter is an encyclical,' 

;; * Suspicor/ he says in his note on the subscription, ‘ non tans ad .Ephesios ipsos 

I proprie missam epistokm quam Ephesum 'ut ad ceteras Asiaticas ecclesias trans- 

mitteretun’ The evidence is twofold, 'i. The address '(i. i) is omitted 

h by the tw^o earliest and most authoritative MSS. and it was absent from the ' 

« still earlier text of Origen. . Reading rot's aylois rets o 0 <rtp Kal Tta-rois^ he attached 

I a .in€taph3»’sical significance to rots oiVtp,. connecting- it with, the Ineffable Name , . 

I (cf. Ex. iii. 14) : *the saints who share the^. essence, of the .Eternal/ , The fact is ^ 

I that here, as in * the Epistle to the Romans’ .(cf,’ p. .^.376), the address was left : 
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Canon as ' the Epistle to the Ephesians.’ it was not written 
for the Ephesians alone. It is an encyclical, and it was 
designed not exclusively for the metropolitan Church, but for 
all the others in the Pro'vince — the Churches at Smyrna, Per- 
gamos, Thyatira, Sardes, Philadelphia, Magnesia, Tralles, 
Hierapolis, Laodiceia, and Coloss®. Tychicus was charged 
with its conveyance to Asia and its presentation at its 
several destinations ; and this was a large commission, 
involving extensive travel and much negotiation. His 
itinerary was arranged. He would return to Ephesus and 
deliver the letter there ; and thence he would set forth on 
his tour of the Province. Probably he would betake him- 
self northward to Smyrna and Pergamos, and then strike 
inland to Thyatira, and thence by Sardes and Philadelphia 
to Magnesia. From Magnesia he would ascend the v^ey 
of the Mieander to Tralles and pursue his journey eastward 
to Hierapolis, Laodiceia, and Colossae in the valley of the 
Lycus. The letter, being an encyclical, lacked the element 
of personalia, and he was charged not merely to deliver it 
c?f. vi, 21, but to convey to each Church the affectionate greetings and 
particular counsels of the Apostle. It is unlikedy that he 
was furnished with a special copy for each Chkrch. The 
same manuscript w'ould serve for all. A blanM had been 
left in the address, and in reading it to each Icommunity 
he would supply the name ; and doubtless ere hm departure 
a copy would be made and preserved for futuife reference 
among the Church’s records. 

ENCYCLICAL TO THE CHURCHES OF ASIA 

‘ The Epistle to the Ephesians is evidently a catholic epistle, 
addressed to the whole of what might be called St. Paul’s diocese. 
It is the divinest composition of man. It embraces every doctrine 
of Christianity; — those doctrines peculiar to Christianity, 
and then those precepts common to it with natural religion.’ 

S. T. Coleridge. 

blank in the original draft and the destination was entered in each copy. z. The 
absence of personalia and, more particularly, sentences like i. 1$ and iii. z prove 
that Paul is addressing stramgers and not the Church of Ephesus which he knew 
so intimately. Theod. Mops, recognised this difficulty, and evaded it by suppos- 
ing that the letter had been written to the Ephesians before the Apostle visited 
them. 
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After the customary address and greeting, the letter begins insrodiic- 
with an elaborate thanksgiving for the rich heritage 
Christian blessings. Here the Apostle skilfully introduces 
his argomeiit. ' He tacitly assails the Asian heresy by em- 
ploying several of its distinctive terms— spiritual/ ' the 
heavenly regions/ ‘‘ wisdom/ *' fulness ’ — and exhibiting the 
true satisfaction of their claims in the Gospel. The heresy 
contrasted ' spiritual ' and * material/ " the heavenh- regions * 
and ' the world ' ; the Gospel unites them ; ' God has 
blessed iis with every spiritual blessing in the heaventy 
regions in Christ/ It is not by escaping from ‘ the prison 
of the body ' and material enviromnent that we attain 
spiritual perfection ; already this is ours by union with the cf. ii. 4 
Risen Lord, 

Then he enumerates the Gliristian blessings. The first is The 
our eternal election in Christ ; next, its realisation in time hlnlagT 
— our redemption in Christ ; and, finally, the discovery in 
Christ of God's providential purpose, ‘‘ the mystery of His 
will/ In the heretical philosophy * m.}’’stery ' signified the 
secret lore which only the ' spiritual ' kne\v ; but on the 
Apostle’s lips it had a grander meaning. It was God’s 
purpose of grace so long hidden but now gloriously manifested 
in Christ.^ And its discovery brings ‘ wisdom ’ — a truer 
and nobler wisdom than the heretics imagined. The wisdom 
which they flaunted was intellectual, and it went hand in 
liand with moral foulness ; but the Christian wisdom was a 
holy thing : ' He poured the riches of His grace on us to 
overflowing in wisdom and moral discernment,' 

The discovery of " the mystery of His will ’ brought wisdom 
inasmuch as it revealed the oneness of the Universe, ' gathering 
it : under one Head in the Christ ■’ but in revealing .the one.- ■ 
ness of the Universe it revealed also the oneness of humanity. 

The Jews indeed possessed a peculiar prestige in their long 
history, of faith in God and hope in theTromised Saviour,;, ■ 
but, tliough this wtis lacldng to the Gentiles, they had heard 
the glad tidings of salvation ; faith had made it theirs ;, .and,; .;, 
the Holj' Spirit had sealed their title to the; future heritage. .; 

L 1 Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s, will, .to the saints' . 

2 wi'io are — and hold the Faith in Christ :Jesus;. '.Grace/to;- 

^ Cb p. 32a 
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i r and the Lord Jesua 

"? ' ' Vou and peace from God our Fathe'iv 
' Christ. ■ Lord 

5 Blessed be the God and Father of ou.-i ^ blessing in ‘ the 
who has blessed us with every * spiritual ’llis election of us 

4 heavenly regions ' in Christ, in pursuance of .jgiit be holy and 
in Him ere the world's foundation, that we ni-^^^ined us to ^be 
5 blameless in His sight. In love ^ He foreordh Jesus Christ, 
restored to the status of sonsliip^^ through \e praise of the 

6 according to the good pleasure of ^ His will, to tji His Beloved, 
glory of His grace which He lavished on us in His blood, the 

7 And in Him we have our redemption through P-iches of His 
remission of our trespasses, according to the 1 1 all wisdom 

s grace, which He poured on us to overflowing iid to us the 

9 and moral discerament ^ when He discovered xe ’wHch He 
mystery of His will according to His good pleasiider when the 

10 purposed in Him for the establishment of a new ore under one 
seasons had run their course, to gather the Uiiiven ugs and the 
Head in the Christ, the heavens and their belongi^e were made 

11 earth and all that is on it; even in Plini in whom to the 

God's heritage, having been foreordained accon vding to the 
purpose of Him who operates the Universe accorj -aise of His 

12 counsel of Plis will, that we might be for the pt st. And in 
i3glory~we who had beforehand hoped in the Chn Gospel of 

Him you also, on hearing the Word of Truth, tb&^ere 
your salvation— in Him you also had faith and eaxiie^u: 

i4\¥itli the Spirit of promise, the Holy Spirit, who^ h uhli^'Vnership 
of our inheritance,^ that God might redeem Its 0*4 ||^ 
for the praise of His glory. ..qiII 

% ddi 

I. The Theological Questioh (i. xs-iii) ^ re| 

'i'l* 

And now the Apostle embarks on Ms argument ‘s from 
courteously reciprocates the kindness wMch the lette:^ ';^varm 
Asia had expressed, and assures Ms readers of his /.^onal 
regard. With most of them indeed he had no ^l^love 

acquaintance; but he had heard of their faith and sdidcMs 

during his sojourn at Ephesus, and since his departiireclocll^ 

itiai 

^ So Chrys., Theod. Mops., Theodrt,, construing aydirji wh!\ dbll/C* 
Otherwise either 1 1 ) with ‘elected ns , . . in hne' lOinniiis.L 

with ayhvs ml ‘holy and blameless in love' (AmbrstiM Vulg. h 

® Ci n. on Gal. iv. 5 , p. 209 . h 

; theoretical, practical.. ■ €f. Phi. 

del 4vi(ffr}}xiti riji Tu.’I' Bvtuv alr«h^ 

^^p6p‘3)(n$ Si*mjiu$ ip0pi!}irov fMmfiopim* 

: ^ Tpmrim ml M' .AmL' MS- 

VL 7 * * Cf. p. 349 » 
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interest in them had never flagged. It was his constant 
prayer that they might miss nothing of their rich heritage in 
Christ. 

Here, with the heresy in view, he introduces two profound 
truths. The first is the Universal Sovereignty of the Risen sovc*™ 
Christ. Observe how here and throughout his argument he 
speaks not of ‘ Christ ' but of ‘ the Christ,’ and, in ■view of Christ, 
the doctrine which Cerinthus ere long advocated and which 
was already in vogue, identifies Him with the human Jesus, 
who died and was raised from the dead. The Christ was 
truly incarnate. He was no mere aon, no mere link in a 
chain of angelic intermediaries between God and the world. 

He is the Supreme Lord enthroned evermore at God's 
right hand ‘ above every “ principality ” and “ authority '' 
and " power ” and " lordship ” and ever}?’ name in vogue.’ 

And vdth this truth he links another — Chiist’s Headship (a) His 
over the Church. The idea is not an absolute novelty. orCTlhe'** 
Already he has spoken of the corporate unity of Christians, Church, 
likening them, in their mutual relationships, to members ofvi[',j^rt_' 
one bodv ; * but here he enlarges the conception. Christ ^*- 3 ,;! 
is the Living Head, and the Church is His Body, ' the fulness 4, s- 
of Him who fills the Universe in every part.’ It is the 
perpetuation of the Incarnation. What the flesh was to the 
Lord in His humiliation, that the Church is in His exaltation. 

And thus there is no impassable gulf betw'een God and the 
world. 

15 Therefore I too, since I heard of the faith in the Lord Jesu» 
which prevails among you and the love which you have for all 
i 6 the saints, never cease to give thanks on your behalf, making 
17 mention of you in my pra3’ers, that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of Glorj', may give you a spirit of wisdom 
isand revelation in full knowledge of Him ; the e3?es of your 
heart being so enlightened that you may know what is the hope 
o,f His calHng, what is the riches of the glory of His ' inheritance ot. jixxiii. 
ig’di the saints,’ and what is the surpassing greatness of Hiss. 

power for us who hav’e faith according to the operation of His 
.■^sirength’s_ miglrt wliich He has exhibited in the Clirist by 

I '' raising Him from the dead and ‘ seating Him at His right r*. «. 1. 

I hand ’ in ' the heavenly regions ’ far above every ' principality ’ 
rad ‘ authority ’ and ‘ power ’ and ‘ lordship ' and every name 
* in vogue, not only in this but in the future age. And He ' put Ps. «ii. & 

‘ Cf, p. asj. 
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«vaytiiijQf in «ubj|<K:tMi»wdbr His Iwt,’ ^sl j 

•itliwth ' m berSW|IH^''HiM^— -Ac Church . 

the ‘ fulness ' of the Universe in every par . 

iwh thought com|^t«'lii« argummt. Onist r 

■‘1 Church’s Head, and l^iaHla Body in vilv^ 

Hii people, Gentiles and Jews alike. 
i -their trespassM and ans/ now share His life, 

His i enthronement 'in the heavenly regions. • 

‘ says St. Augustine^ * your Head has risen, hojft'!^' 
members, for this which you see in your HeaL 
ancient and true proverb : " Where the head 
members are too.” Christ has ascended into !n 
thither we shall follow.’ W 

U. I And you, when you were dead through youW 
3 and sins, in which you once comported yourselv® 
to ' the £po« of this world,’ according tci ' tin- Prlt 
authority of the air,' tlie spirit who is now operat:' 

3 sons of disobedience — and in them we too were , 
occupied in the lusts of our flesh, doing all that 
and our thoughts would ; and we were by nature ™ 

4 of wrath like the rest. But God. rich as He is in^ 

5 because of the groat love with which He loved jH 
though we were tlirough our trespasses, made us aH 

6 the. Christ — it is by grace that you have been sas* 
raised us with Him and seated us with Him ■ 

7 heavenly regions’ in Christ Jesus, that He might « 
strate in the ages to come the surpassing riclics 1 
8 grace by His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. M 
by grace that you have been saved through faith ; aJ 
snot of yourselves: it is God’s gift ; not of rvorks, t| 

10 one may boast. For we are His making, created ini 
Jesus for good works, which God had arranged befor 
that we might comport ourselves in them. 

It is not without design that the Apostle here introti 
his doctrine of Salvation by Faith. He is about to deal' 
another aspect of the situation — the cavalier attitude w'£ 
the Churches of Asia had adopted toward Judaism ; 1 
lest his remonstrance* should be misconstrued, it was wl 
that he should preface it with a reaffirmation of his Gos} 
of free grace. The Asian Christians were predominant] 

* In PstUm. JCX/X Enarr. ii. 14 . 
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if not exclusively, converts from heathenism ; and they knew 
the Jews only as their Apostle’s adversaries and bitter 
assailants of their own title to salvation, It was natural 
that they should retaliate and disdain the Jews and the 
Jewish religion. And the mischief was twofold. Tlie 
Church was rent in twain, and the agelong estrangement 
which Christ had come to heal was perpetuated. And the 
Gentiles were themselves the chief sufferers. For the 
Jewish Faith was a precious heritage. It was the histaric 
basis of the Gospel ; and when they ignored it and construed 
Christianity in terms of human speculation, they were 
forsaking the fountains of heavenly wisdom and turning 
the Gospel into a barren philosophy. 

The Apostle confronts this twofold danger with a magnifi- (i) The 
cent conception — the Commonwealth of God. It was 
original^ an Old Testament ideal. Israel was a theocracy. 
and the holy nation was the Commonwealth of God. Its 
citizens w’ere the Chosen People, and the rest of the nations 
w'ere aliens. But the Gospel had enlarged the ideal. The 
boundaries of the Commonwealth of God had been extended, 
and they included not Israel alone but humanitj’. Chiist 
had revealed ‘ the mystery of God’s will,’ His eternal purpose 
of universal grace. He had healed the enmity between Jews 
and Gentiles and ’ reconciled them both in one Body to God.’ 

And, as has already appeared, this larger and nobler imperial 
ideal had been revealed to the Apostle by his imperial 
environment. Rome w^as the capital of the w’orid, the 
fountain of law and civilisation, the centre whence so 
many highways radiated, like rich arteries, carrying their 
\italising streams to the remotest pimdnce, Ml the nations, 
in themselves strangers and foreigners, were united in her, 
and each shared her glorj% her strength, her peace. And 
here he recognised an emblem of the Commonwealth of God 
and rose to a loftier conception of theChurch. It is signilicant 
that in his earlier letters the term ‘ church ’ denotes a par- 
ticular community. Thus, in the year 51 he addressed ‘ the i tii. 1. 1 ; 
Church of the Thcssalonians ’ ; in the year 53 ‘ the Churches qJ/', 
of Galatia,’ meaning the Christian communities of Pisidtan 
Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe ; and in the years 55 1 . 

and 56 ' the Church of God which is at Corinth.’ But now 



Phil i. I. 
T'ol L 2. 


(2) The 

Living 

Temple, 


Cf. 1 Cor. 

iii. IX. 

Is. Kxviii. ■ 
i6; cf. 
i Pet» ii. 6 


Cf, Rom. 

si. 28, 39, 
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he employs a new style. The Church is in his thought no 
longer a particular community of Christians, nor even the 
sum of ail the communities. She is the Body of Christ, her 
Sovereign Head ; she is the Commonwealth of God, embrac- 
ing in her universal citizenship all the faithful on earth and in 
Heaven. And thus he addresses, not ‘ the Church of the 
Philippians ’ or ‘ the Church of the Colossians,’ but ‘ all the 
saints in Christ Jesus who are at Pliilippi ' and ' the saints 
and faithful brothers at Colossae.’ 

It is a noble conception, yet it failed to satisfy the Apostle. 
It seemed too secular ; it needed consecration. And so he 
glides into another ideal. The Church is more than a 
Commonwealth ; she is a Living Temple. Christ is the 
foundation or, in the prophetic phrase, ‘ the chief corner- 
stone,’ which signifies ‘ the primary foundation-stone at the 
angle of the structure by which the architect fi.xes a standard 
for the bearings of the walls and cro.ss-waiLs throughout.’ ^ 
On that foundation the spiritual fabric is reared. Stone is 
added to stone, not only the Apostles and Prophets — the 
men who had companied with the Saxiour and their fellows 
who were inspired by the Holy Spirit — but all faithful souls. 
And thus the Living Temple grows from age to age toward 
its glorious completion. 

11 And therefore remember that once you, the Gcntile-s in the 
flesh, ‘ the Uncircumcision ’ as you are called by v.'hat is called 
‘ the Circumcision,’ a circumcision made with the hand in the 

12 flesh — that you were at that season apart from Christ, alienated 
from the Commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
Covenants of the Promise ; no hope had you and no God in 

• 13 the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were ‘ far 
off’ have been brought ‘ nigh ' in the blood of the Christ. 
14 For He it is that is our peace. He who made both one and 
pulled down the wall which fenced off one from the other, “ 

* d^po^oifKtiQs, cf. Moulton and Milligan, Facad. 

* The area of the Temple at Jerusalem was divided into two courts, tiie outer 
and tlie inner, separated by a balustrade three cubits in height, with pillar.s at 
regular intervals on which was inscribed in Latin and Greek an intinmliou that 
no alien (liXW^yXov) might pass into the inner court but on pain of death (of. 
Jos. De Bell. Jud. v. v. 21 Ant. xv. xi. 5). One of these pillars with its 
Greek inscription was discovered by M. Clermont-Ganneau in iSyt (cf. SchUrer, 
Jewish People, lu i. p. 266). This is doubtless the reference of r 4 {/.fulKrToixov 
r»B ihpayfioS, and it would appeal all the more to the Gentile Christians of Asia, 
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ise^'en the enmity between them, by invalidating in His flesh 
the Law of commandments exjjressed in ordinances, that He 
might in Himself create the two into one new man, thus making 

16 peace, and might i*econcile them both in one Body to God 

17 through the Cross, slaying the enmity by it. And He came !s. lii. 7. 
and ‘ preached the Gospel of peace to you who were far off and * 9 ' 

18 peace to those who were nigh.’ For through Him we have 
both of us the entj'ee ^ in one Spirit to the Father. 

19 So, then, you are no longer strangers and sojourners. No, 
you are the saints’ fellow'-citizens and members of God’s house- 

20 hold. Y ou have been built upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets,® the ‘ chief comer-stone ’ being Christ Jesus 

21 Himself. And in Him all the building,® being welded together, 

22 grows into a holy temple in the Lord. And in Him j^ou also 
are being built together into a habitation of God in the Spirit. 

The Apostle has now completed his discussion of the a per- 
speculative aspect of the heresy ; and his heart prompts Ippeaiand 
liira to a devotional conclusion, a prayer for the establish- ® p™)'’’- 
ment of the Churches in the truth. He introduces it by 
reminding his readers of the proof w-hich he had given tliem 
of his devotion to their eternal welfare, and the title which 
this conferred upon him to their grateful and affectionate 
regard. He was ‘ the prisoner of Christ Jesus on their 
behalf — if indeed,’ he adds, ‘ you have heard of the steward- 
ship of that grace of God which was given me for j’ou.' He 
is not here suggesting a doubt, Of course they had heard of 
it, and knew what his devotion in the cause of the Gentiles 
had cost him. And this constitutes his plea : ‘ If you know, 
you must hearken to my appeal.’ The thought of the trust 

since it was Paul’s supposed violation of the prohibition hj’’ introducing their ' 
countryman Trophimus into the inner court that had occasioned the riot at 
Jerusalem and his subsequent imprisonment (cf. Ac. ssi. 28). 

: Cf. n. on Rom. v. 2, p. 400. 

T ® .Not (1) *the foundation which consists of . the Apostles and Prophets* 

IChrys, ; rwriffrif BifiSXios oi ml ol. TTpofr^rcLi}^ since Christ is the ' 

foundaiion (i Cor. iii. iilj nor (2)', ‘the .foundation which they have laid'* 
hXmbr.slr.), since it is God that la3\s the foundation {cL Is.- xxviii. 161, but *the 
foundation on which tlicy are built and on- which, you also are built m their 
goodly company^ ‘The Prophets* are here,-. a$: the order proves, not the ancient 
Ambjstr, ; ‘hoc est, supra novum et vetus Testamentuni colkicati ’) but the 
Gliriatian Prophets (cf. p, 72), who were reckoned next in' dignity to the Apo?' 4 les 
fcf. ir. II ; I i.’or, >:ii. 28), 

* Ttfum }) mKodoj:,} The more htrongly attested wma ‘every 

biiikliiigF ‘each part of the building h;: (cR . .Mt. .xxi.v.\’ I tienotc eni 
separate Cdirist.ian community. 
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which had been committed to him diverts him for a brief 
space from his purpose, and he lingers over it and reiterates 
that grand conception of ' the mystery of the Clirist/ His 
discovery, to * His holy Apostles and Prophets/ of God's 
universal grace. Here Paid not mcndy includes himsell 
in that august fellowship but arrogates io liimself a iiiiic|iic 
position, inasmuch as he had been sp^eciail}* charged with 
the proclamation of the mysterAc And, h‘sl bis ihiiru should 
seem to savour of boastfulness, he hastens to avow his sense 
of personal iinworthiness : * To me. the atit least of all 
saints was this grace given/ Ncu% when lie spoke of liis 
sufferings on their behalf, would he Iiuat the Churches fancy 
that he grudged these. His Aposlleship was a supreme 
honour, and it was Avorth all and more than all that it had 
■cost him. ■ 

ii. i For this reason I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus on 

2 behalf of you Gentiles if indeed a’ou liaA^'c heard of the 
stcAvardship of that gra»:e CkK'i which was given me 

3 for you, how that by revelation was the mystery dis- 
covered to me, as I liave already written in a brief 

4 sentence, in Anew of which you can, in reading the 
Scriptures,^ perceive what I uiidersland by ‘ the mystery 
5 of Christ/ Avhich in former generations was not dis- 
covered to the sons of men as it is now nw-cviled to His 
6 holy Apostles and Prophets in the Spirit, that the 
Gentiles share Avith us in the Inheritance ancl belong 
to the same Body and participate with us in the Promise 
fin Christ Jesus through the Gospel, of Avhich I aa^is made 
a minister according to the bounteousness ® of the grace of 
God which was given me according to the operation of His 
spoAA^er, To me, the very least of all saints, was given this 
grace — to preach to the Gentiles the iiiitrackable riches 
9 of the Christ, and to shoAvin clear light what my steward- 
ship is — the stewardship of the mystery which from age 
to age has been hidden in God, the Creator of the UiiiATrsc, 
so that now may be discoA-ered to * the principalities' and 
' the authorities ' in ‘ the heaA-^enlj' regions/ through tlie 

* The senterjce is resumedi at vor, 14 afwr the digression (rers. z-tp* 

* dpdypums (cL l Tim. h\ 13; Ml. xxiv, 15) was Use intuUc rcatliiigof fhc l'.,aw 

and the Prophets in the Christian assemblies aceording to the synagngal practice 
(cf, Lk. iv. 16-20; Ac. xiii. 15; 2 Cor. iii. 14), Uaiil mraan that, if iliey kept 
Ms doctrine of Hhe mystery of Chiist ^ in view daring tlic reading of the 1). T., 
they would find it corroborated Tpo4^7iTmwp {cf, Remi. xvL 25, 26I 

* cL n» on Rom. v. 15, p. 407. 
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11 Church, the richly woven ''wisdom* of God, according 
to the agelong purpose which^.-'He., has achieved in Christ 
w Jesus our Lord, in whom we have ' such boldness and such 
13 a confident entrie through our faith in Him* And there* 
fore I ask you never to lose heart amid my distresses on , 
your behalf; foriliese are your' glory. , _ ■ 

14 ' For this reason I bend my knees in the presence ■ of Ciod u. iiiii. w. 
15 the Father, from whom all. ' fatherhood ' in heaven and 
16 on earth derives its name J that He may grant you, 
according to the riches of His glory, to be miglitily endued ■, 
with power through His Spirit to .the inmost core of your 
17 being, that the Christ may dwell through faith in your 
hearts, sO' that, rooted and founded in love, you imvy 
have the strength to grasp, with all the saints, in its 
xg breadth and length and height and depth, and to know, 
though it surpasses knowledge, the Christ's love, tliar you 
may be filled up to all ‘ the fulness ' of God, 

20 And to Him who has all-transcendent power to do far, 

■far beyond our requests or thoughts, according to the 
‘ power ' which is operative in us, to Him be the’ glory in 
the Church and in Chiist Jesus to all generations age aftcu* 
age. Amen, 


2. The Ethical Question (iv-vi. -20) 

And now the Apostle turns to the ethical aspect of the t, T)mm^ 
heresy. The trouble wiiich it.had created in this coniiecticui 
was ttvofold. It had, in the first place, excited a bitter 
controversy, and the Churches were 'rent by fi^erce animosities. 

This temper the Apostle rebukes by reiterating and elabor-* 
ating his conception of the corporate unit}' of the Ctnin:;lL 
Christ was her Living Head, and she was His Body. TIie.i.“e 
was one Body and there wiis one Spirit, and it behoved the 
members to ‘ maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
■p'eaee.' ■ ■ ■ ■ 

There was room indeed for infinite diversity, since to each 
member a peculia.r function was assigned, and the Risen 
Lord had bestowed on the Church all tlie rich and \nricnis 

^ The Heavenly Fatherhooil is the archetype of all earthly faihtu'hoa 4 . Clf. 

Theodit. : k vTrdpx^t Taryp h m* -Trap &X\mr0vT& dlV aXrii* 

Tm &\\m^ /jifTaijiSmt rmro. wTpid is here /a/ermyas (X'ulgd, ‘fnini.'y/ 

* tribe’ (cf. Lk. ii. 4 ; Ac. iii. 25). in the latter sense rd«fa rarpid would signil'y 

* every family ’ (R.V,), not ‘the whole family* which would be ram ^ 

warpii {cL H «ik 



53 B life and letters OF ST. PAUL 

gilts which He had won by His redemptive conflict, according 
to the Psalmist’s word : 

’ He ascended on high and led captive a train of captives ; 

He gave gifts to men.' 

'I'lie cpiutation diverts the Apostle for a nioiiient Iruiii his 
argument, and he paiise.s to indicate its Chri.'=U>logi('iil 
significance, employing that Rabbinical manner of exegesis 
which he had learned in the school of Gamaliel. He saw 
in the passage an affirmation of the reality of the Incarna- 
tion and a refutation of the dualistic heresy. Tlie Lord's 
‘ ascension ' implied His previous ‘ descent.’ ‘ He descended,' 
says he, quoting from another psalm, ‘ " into the lowest 
parts of the earth,” ’ that is, into the darkness of the womb. 
There He was clothed in mortal flesh ; and when He re- 
.90. ascended to His seat at God’s right hand, He carried with 
Him His glorified humanity. And thus had the gulf between 
God and man been bridged, not by a hierarchy of angelic 
intermediaries but by the Incarnate Lord. 

From this digression he returns to his argument. The 
gifts of the Exalted Redeemer were manifold. There were 
various offices in the Church of larger or lesser dignity, 
but these all served the self-same end — ‘ the knitting of the 
saints together, the upbuilding of the Body of the Christ ’ ; 
and there was no occasion for rivalry or jealousy. It was 
only as each member discharged his proper oflice that lie 
shared the corporate life and attained his full Christian 
manhood. 

tv. I I beseech you, then — I, the prisoner in the Lord — that 
you comport yourselves worthily of the call which you have 
a received, with all humility and meekness, with long-suffering, 

3 forbearing one another in love, earnest to maintain the 

4 unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one Body, 
and there is one Spirit, Just as there was one hope which 

5 your call inspired when yoti received it ; there is one Lord, 
6 one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of all, who 

rules all, wields all, and pervades all. 
f Yet to every one of us was grace given as it was measured 
»out by the bounteousness of the Christ. And therefore the 
Spirit says : 

btviil. ‘ He ascended on high and led captive a train of captives; 

He gave gifts to men.* 
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9 Now what does ^ He ascended' mean but that He also 
10 ' descended ' into * the lowest parts of the earth ' ? ^ The n cssxfs 
very One who ‘ descended 'is'sdso the One who * ascended * 
far above all the heavens, that He' might * fill ' the Universe. 

IX And He it is that ‘ gave ' here Apostles, there Prophets, 

12 there Evangelists, ■, there Pastors and' Teachers,^ to knit the 
saints together ® for the work of ministration, for the op- 

13 building of the Body of the. Christ, until we all of us attain 
to the unity of the Faith and of the full knowledge of the 

^ T&, Kanbrara r^t y^Sf cf. Ps. cxxxix. 15 : roh mnaT&rm {v, L ■ 

rfjs yrjs. If the phrase be a quotation 'from the psalm, tbe.n mr^rara should be 
prefer,red to the more strongly attested . In any case is a muni fest 

gloss. The interpretation of the passage' is much -disputed. ' i. :The Fathers 
generally (Iren.,,Tert,, Hieron., Ambrstr.) find here a- refe.reiice to the Descmsuf 
ad Inferos^ 'the belief, so picturesquely presented in the apocryphal Evan^^. 
and incorporated in the Apostles’ Creed (c* a.d. 500), that during the three diU'S 
between His Death and His Resuixection, while His body lay i.n tlie seynilcln-c, 
our Lord descended to Hades, where the souls of the saints of old were kept 
imprisoned until their redemption was accomplished, and brought them iVsrth in 
triumph. This' was known^ in mediaeval English as ‘ the Harrowing ’ or ‘ Idarrying 
of Hell’ (cf. Chaucer, Taie, 3512). In its. earliest form the idea was 

that His errand was exclusively to tlie saints of Israel, the righteous wlsO' liad 
believed the promise of His coniing, from Adam to John tlie Baptist {cf. Just. M. 

EtaL am Trj^/A, Sylb. ed., p. 29S ; Iren, ■ III. xxii, xxxii. 1 ; iv, 4 't 
V. :xxxl; Tert' , i)<ff 55) ; ■but^by and by a larger hope was cherished. 

(i) It had been a fancy of Hernias, early in that the Apostles also had 

descended and preached to the departed and given them the seal of baptism 
{Sim, tx. xvi), and Clem. , Alex.,- with characteristic iargedieartedness, s«i/,ed 
upon it and supposed that, whereas the Lord had . preached in Hades to right cons 
Jews,' the Apostles had .preached to virtuous heathen vi, \i. 45 ; cl, if. 

,ix.-44).. .{2) StilMater it was held, with a.-jxit w.ider charity, tJiat tht Lunbs 
preaching in. Hades w^as addressed ' .to ail its captives; and Augusiine, whik 
.refraining- from dogmatism, expresses Lis sympathy with the idea (cf. E/dsL dxiv). 

If -the .Apostle were indeed referri.ng here to the Eesemsas ad Eifaw^ Iris 
argument would be that Christ liad established a universal dominion-’-frori’i the 
depth of ' Hell to the height of Heaven. But the reference is more tlian 
The idea of the Eescensus is a later growth, alien .from N. T., eves, on a just 
interpretation, from i Pet iii. 19, iv. 6. It .first appears, though vaguely, ia 
Ign. ad ix. 2. Chrys. and Thcod. IMops. understand by the Lord\ 

descent *into the lowest parts of the earth’ Plis death and burial ; and tMs is the 
view of most modern interpreters. 3. Tljough .'it Ims fotmcl little acceptance*, 
thme is good reason for the \iew of Wit sins, Bern, and others, who recoguise hfre 
a quotation of the Psalmist’s phrase (cxxxix. 15!, wLich signifies *in the darktiess 
of the womb ’ (cf. oEsch, Enm, 635 ; iv aKormat 7 € 6 pap.piu’ri), The passage 
is thus an affirmation of the Incarnation (cf. Gal.'; iv. 4; Jo. i. 143, mosl rdcvafit 
to the Apostle’s argument in view of the heretical denial of its possibility. 

® ktiepl'ierds,’ were the Overseers {Mmomi) m Presbyters (cL 0* « 

Ac. XX. 28, p. 463) ; BdiffKokm, the Catechists (cf. pp- So, 3.1 Sj* . 

* wpm rhw Karapriap,hp rm iylwr, of. n. on $ Th, iii 10, p. l6s# 
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Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 
i* stature of the Christ's ‘ fulness,' * that we may be no longer 
babes, wave-tossed mariners, carried hither and thither 
by every wind of the discipline ® whicfi originates in men’s 
sleight of hand, in trickery for the furtherance of error's 
ijwiles ; but, holding the trath in love, may in every respect 
16 grow into Him who is the Head, even Christ. From Him 
all the Body, linked and welded together by every joint 
supplying vital energy as each single part requires, derives 
its grow& for its own upbuilding in love. 

Dissension, however, was by no means the worst scandai. 
Tlie heresy relegated the sins of the flesh to the category of 
‘ things indifferent ’ ; and the gross licence which had 
disgraced the Corinthian Church was rampant in the 
Churches of Asia. Christian and heathen morals were 
indistinguishable. 

17 This, then, 1 say and testify in the Lord, that you no 
longer comport yourselves as the Gentiles do, in the 

18 futility of their mind, being darkened in their thought, 
alienated from the life of God by reason of the wilful 
ignorance which is in them and the callousness of their 

19 heart. Sunk in insensibility, they have abandoned them- 
selves to wantonness to work all unckanness greedily. 

*0, 21 But it is not thus that you have learned the Christ, if indeed 
you have heard Him and been taught in Him — and this is 
aa the truth in Jesus — that you should lay off, as regards your 
former behaviour, your old self which is doomed to the 
as corruption that the lusts of error ever bring, and be 
84 renovated by the spirit of your mind, and clothe you with 
the new seif which was created after God’s likeness in the 
righteousness and piety of the truth. 

The Apostle now proceeds to deal with this aspect of the 
situation ; and how appalling it was appears from his 

‘ ilKiKia, either ‘stature’ (cf. Lk. six. 3) or ‘age’ (cf. Jo. ix. 21 ; Heb. xi. ll). 

It was taken here in the latter sense by the Latin versions (ci Vtilg, ; *in 
mensnraw letatis plenitudinis Christi ’) j and Augustine found in the passage « 
intimation of the condition of the redeemed In the hereafter (cf. Di CiV. Dii\ 
xxn. %y). They will ^attain to the measure of the age of Ilis fulness^; and 
since He died and was nilscd and ascended at the age of thirty-three^ in the very 
prime of manhood when He had passed the immaturity of youth and was still 
untouched by the decay of this will be the condition of all who are raised in 
Him and share His glory. They will * flourish in immortal yoiitli.* There will be 
neither immaturity nor infirmity m our glorified humanity, CL Thom. Aqiiiii, 
Summ* Tktffl ni, Q. xivi, Art., ix, * Cl p. 5$3« 
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catalogue of the prevailing imqmties-“43nng, quarrelsome- 
ness, dishonesty, iincleaBness, and drunkenness. 

25 And therefore lay off falsehood and 'speak truth, every 
one with Ms neighbour/ inasmuch as we are one another s 
*6 members. "Be. angry and sin not' Let not the sun set 
z7 upon your angerment ; ^ and never give room to the Devil 
aS Let the thief be a thief no longer, but rather let him toil 
with Ms own hands at honest work, ■ that he may have 
2 $ something to share with one in need,. Never let unwhole- 
some speech pass your lips, but only such , as is good for 
improvement of the occasion, that it may give grace to the 
30 hearers. 2 And do not grieve God's Holy Spirit in whom 
32 you were sealed for the day of redemption.' Let all 
bitterness and passion and anger and ciamour'and reviling 
be banished from your midst, and withal every sort of 
33 malice. Treat one another kindly and tenderly, forgiving 

1 each other just as God in Christ forgave you. Follow 

2 God's example, then, as His beloved children, and comport 
yourselves lo\dngly, just as the Christ loved you and gave 
Himself up on your behalf, 'an offering and a sacrifice' 
to God ' for an odour of a sweet fragrance.’ 

3 And as for fornication and every sort of uncleanness or 
greed, let them never be even named among you, as befits 

4 saints; obscenity, too, and foolish talking or levity/ 
which are all misbecoming. Your business is rather 

5 thanksgiving. For keep this fact in recognition — that 
every one addicted to fornication or uncleanness or greed 
— and greed is idolatry— has no inheritance in the liiiigdo'in 
of the Christ and God. 

6 Let no one deceive you with empty words. These are 
the ^ things which bring down the anger of God upon the 

7 sons of disobedience. Take, then, no part with them* 

, 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 

The. Pythagorean rule De Frai, Am. 4880). -Cf. Jer. Taylor, , 

Exemplar^ i:,L xii. 30. 

. *„Cf. Pint. Perici, viii, 4: * He was so scrupulous in. regard .to liis speech., that 
always, when he was going to the platform, he would p.ray- to t.he gods,.t!ia.|: - irot a 
word might fall from him imwitu'ngly unfitted '..to the CM:€asion. j'n- .qucstioii, 
Ti|j» 

* S'ersatiHty. ’ In a good sense in . classics. ..Cf, A.rist. n,. 

xii. 16: i) yhp f.jVparfXla r€vmB€vuiviif eVrli'. :..Plat.o .viir., .563 a) 

couples lurpaveXia and * pleasantry.* 'The 'r.tlr'pd.TcX«w .was' .dis- 

tinguished, on the one hand, from the ycXwrorotos, .* buffoon,'*. and, aritl'ieotlier,, 
from the (rK\ypL% ‘churld The word, however, <Iegenerated, aiiti Siiidas ileiines 
it as ^^w/JoXoyta, draiSero-ia. The Antiochenes termed , ttelr , 

scurrility (cf, p. 67) drrpavfMa {Julian, 3441). Cf.. Trench.,' iV. . ,.j 

Jer. Taylor, Serm. xxni, ‘The ClooCj ati-,! Evil 'Tongue.* . 
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9 Lord. As children of light comport yourselves— -for the 
fruit of light grows in the soil of every sort of goodnei® 
mmd righteousness and truth, — always proving what is 
u wiiU-pleasing to the Lord ; and have no dealings with 
the unfruitful works of the darkness; rather expose them. 
1% 13 For it is disgraceful even to speak of their secret doings. But 
being exposed, they all are manifested by the light ; for 

14 all that is manifested is light. And therefore it is said : ^ 

" Awake, 0 sleeper, 

And arise from the dead. 

And the Christ will give thee light/ 

15 Take careful heed, then, how you comport yourselves. 
leLet it not be as unwise men but as wise, buying up the 
37 opportunity, because these are evil days. Therefore do 

not lose your moral sense, but understand what is the will 
of the Lord. 

i 8 And never get drunk with wine — that way lies profligacy 
19 — ^but be filled with the Spirit. Talk to each other in 
psalms and h3rmns and spiritual songs ; sing and make 
ao music in your heart to the Lord. Give thanks always 
for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to the 

21 God and Father. Be subject to one another in Christ's 
fear. 

Here is the sovereign antidote to the moral plague — the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. It satisfies the soul ; it quenches 
unholy desires ; it makes the heart grateful and glad and 
gentle ; it banishes selfishness and establishes the law of 
love. Every domain of society had been infected with the 
foul contagion, and the Apostle proceeds to commend the 
blessed remedy to every class — husbands and wives, parents 
and children, masters and slaves. 

22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands as to the 
as Lord, because a husband is his wife's head as the Christ 

also is the Church's Head, Himself His Body's Saviour. 

24 But, as the Church is subject to the Christ, so let the wives 
be to the husbands in everything. 

25 Husbands, love your wives just as the Christ also loved 
36 the Church and gave Himself up for her, that He might 

make her holy, after cleansing her with the laver of water, 
27 by the Word,^ that He might present the Church to Himself 

® A verse of a Christian hymn, 

* ip belongs to d7td<r|?. The Word of God (cf. vi, 17), His truth, is the 

means of sanctification (cf. Jo. xvii. 17). Chrys., construing ir with 

Kadapltras Xovrpcp roO tf^aros, understands by * the word ^ the baptismal formula 
*lii the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.® 
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all-glorious with never a spot or a wrinkle or aught of the 

28 sort, but that she might be holy and blameless. Thus 
also ought husbands to love their own wives—-just as they 
love their own bodies. One who loves his wife loves him- 

29 self. For no one ever hated his own flesh ; no, he nurtures 

30 and cherishes it just as the Christ does the Church, because 

31 we are members of His Body. * For this reason shall a 

man forsake his father and mother, and shall be joined to Gea. it 24 
saliis wife ; and the two shall become one flesh/ This 
mystery is great : my reference is to Christ and to the 
33 Church. However, as regards you individually, let each 
love his own wife just as he loves himself ; and as for the 
wife, let her see to it that she fear her husband.^ 
vi, T Children, obey your parents in the Lord ; for this is a 

2 duty. ' Honour thy father and mother " — this is the Ex. xx. 12 ; 

3 first commandment with a promise attached to it — ' that 
it may prove well with thee, and thy days be long upon the 
earth.* 

4 And, fathers, never anger your children, but nurture 
them in the Lord's instruction and admonition.^ 

5 Slaves, obey your human lords \rith fear and trembling 
in the simplicity of your heart as you obey the Christ, 

6 not in the way of eye-service as though you had only men 
to please, but as Christ's slaves, doing God's will with the 

7 soul's devotion. Serve with good-wiU as the Lord's slaves 
sand not men's, knowing that whatever good each does, he 

will get it back from the Lord, whether he be a slave or a 
free man, 

9 And, lords, act on the same principles toward them. For- 
bear your threating, knowing that both theirs and yours 
is the Lord in Heaven, and there is no respect of persons 
with Him. 

^ ; Human effort is impotent without heavenly reinforcement. The 
It was "a hard warfare that Ms readers must wage~a warfare 
against strong and subtle spiritual forces ; and the Apostle 
not only summons them to the conflict but shows them 
' the panoply of God.' Already in -writing to the Thessa-cf. sm 
loiiians and the Corinthians he had employed the metaphor 4. 
of the soldier and his armour ; but now . he elaborates it 
and portrays in minute detail a mail-clad warrior. Here is 
another evidence of Ms Roman environment ; and it was ^ 
doubtless the prastorian guardsmen '.who -took their turns in 

^ As Ae Christian fears Christ (cf. ver. si). 

«Cf. p. 61. 
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the wardensMp of the prisoner, that furnished him with the 
material of the picture. His nimble imagination caught the 
spiritual analogy, and he turned it into an effective parable. 

10 Henceforth find your power in the Lord and in the might of 

11 His strength. Clothe yourselves with the panoply of God, 
that you may have power to stand against the stratagems of the 

13 Devil. For it is not with flesh and blood that we have to 
wrestle, but with ' the principalities/ with * the authorities/ 
with * the rulers of this dark world/ with ‘ the spiritual hosts 

13 of evil'^ in 'the heavenly regions.' Therefore take up the 
panoply of God, that j^'ou may have power to stand your ground 
ill the evil dajc and after every achievement still stand firm. 

14 Stand, then, with ‘ the girdle of truth about your waist ' and 
13 ' the cuirass of righteousness on your breast ' and the equip- 
i6ment of 'the Gospel of peace on your feet.' In every en- 
counter take up the shield of faith, on which you will have 

17 power to quench the flaming missiles ^ of the Evil One. And 
receive ' the helmet of salvation ' and ' the sword of the Spirit/ 

18 that is, ' the Word of God.' With all prayer and supplication 
pray at all seasons in the Spirit, and for tliat be vigilant in all 

19 perseverance and supplication for all the saints, and on my 
behalf that speech may be given me, whenever I open my 

30 mouth, to publish boldly the mystery of the Gospel on behalf 
of which I am an ambassador — in a chain ! ® — that in telMng it 
I may speak as boldly as I ought to do. 

An encyclical, being intended for various communities, 
was necessarily couched in general terms and lacked the 
greetings wherewith the Apostle was wont to conclude his 
letters. When he despatched his great encyclical on 
Justification by Faith he annexed a personal message to each 
copy, and he would probably have done the like in this 
instance had there been no better way. But Tycliicus had 
undertaken the toilsome office of conveying the letter to 

*• Both ol KixrixoKpdTopts and ra Ti>€v}MariKa rijs Trovy}pia% are Gnostic phrases. 
Cf. Iren, l, i. 10. The term 6 KocruoKpdnap was derived originally from the 
Talmud, w'bere it denotes the Angel of Death. Cf. FayiA, 18: *At that 
time the Lord called, the Angel of Death and said to him : “ .VI though I have 
made thee Kosmocrator the creatures, yet hast thou no power 

over this nation, because they are ISly sons.^’ ^ 

* The falarkm or malleoli^ fitted with pitch and tow' and launched ablaze to hre 
houses and other buildings. 

* *Paradoxon,* says Bengel- ‘Mundus habet legates splendidos/ An 
ambassadc^’s person was sacrosanct. 
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Asia and delivering it to the various churches, and he would, ' 
more effectively than any written message, express to each ' ' 
all that was in the Apostle's heart, 

M That you also may know my situation and my employment,. 

. Tycliicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, ' ' 

23 will acquaint you with everything. I am sending him to you / 
for. this ve.ry .purpose, that you may be acquainted with our ■ ' 
concerns, and that he may encourage your hearts. 

:33 Peace to the brothers and love and faith withal from God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

34 Grace be with all who love our Loro Jesus ..Christ .in ... 

. .. " INCORRUPTION..' ^ ■ . . . 

It was. not without occasion that the Apostle introduced 
in his practical exhortation a counsel to slaves and masters, tive sfe. 
An addition had been made To. ids 'little company in the 
person of Onesimus, a fugitive slave. His master was 
Philemon, a prominent member of the Christian commiiiiity 
at Coloss® and one of PauFs Asian converts, ' Though he Cf. Phm. 
belonged to a Christian master, Onesimus was not himself a 
Christian. He was a slave of the lowest order — a Phrygian 
slave, and a Phrygian slave was .a 'byword for rascality. 

It \¥as a common proverb that * a Phrygian w^'as the better 
of a flogging ' ; ^ and Onesimus had acted up to the reputation 
of his class. He had stolen from his master and decamped. Cf. Phm 
And he had naturally betaken himself to Rome. The vast 
metropolis ivas, in the phrase of a Latin historian,® ' the 
cesspool into which the refuse of the world streamed ; and 
nowhere could the fugitive find a safer refuge than in its 

^ de^Baporla^ one of the heretical terms. Cf. fragment of Gnostic Gospel 
iOxfr/i, Pap. 1081, 10-19) • ’■'f’rcj'* rh yeivhfx^vov dTb .-r^^ xpBopas dTroyehfsm . 
ihf dro ipdopd^ y€yoi'6$, rb 5s ysLvdfisi’OP dwb d(p&ap<riat o5k dT&yeipsrai dXXa: 

:i^0apTpp 'ths. Mirb d(p6ap<ria^ yeyoubs^: .*He. said; - Everything, .that ' is. , bc» . 
corruption perishes as having been bom of corruption.^■■and '\vhat' is .born : of ' 
incorruption does not perish but remains incorrupt as having been born of in- 
corruption* (cf, Jo. iii. 6 ). One of the Gnostic ‘syzygies* 'was.- ’A^^apcrk ml . 

Xptffrbs^ (cf. Iren. I. xxvii. i). Pan! here (i) affirms the reality of the Incarnation, 
the oneness of ..the. Divine Christ, and 'the 'human 'Jesus (rbp . 

'Kpi<n6p)f and ( 2 ) places * Incorruption * in loving Him — not -in. 'the. negation... but ia 
the consecration of matter. 

. ®. Gf. Suid.. : ^pi>^ dp^p wXiiyik xahStaifoj'^a’repos.^'.: Gic.^/V^ Phcc. '.^f i , ■ 

.. * Utriim. igitur. .nostrum . est an . vestrum. hoc .proverbium Pbrj^ewi pfa^is fieri sokrs . . 
mdwremP 

■ * Sallust xxxvii ;' cf. Tac.' XV.' 44. 
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teeming purlieus. He was soon in distress and needed a 
friend, Paul, confined to his lodgings, would never have 
encountered him ; but his comrades were free, and they did 
the work of evangelists in the city ; and it is an indication of 
the nature of their ministry that in the course of it one of 
them came across the wretched fugitive. Perhaps it was 
Tychicus. Since he was an Asian, he may have visited 
ColossEe and stayed at the house of Philemon ; and he 
would recognise Onesimus. He brought the forlorn creature 
home, and the gracious Apostle won his poor soul for Christ, 
Kindness begat kindness, and Onesimus was like a son to 
his benefactor, tending him with affectionate devotion. 

By a curious coincidence hardly had Paul finished his 
encyclical to the Churches of Asia when another Colossian 
presented himself. This was Epaphras, and not only was he 
a native of Colossse but it was he who had introduced 
Christianity into the city. He was one of the numerous 
provincials who had visited Ephesus during the Apostle’s 
ministry there and been won to the Faith ; and he had 
carried home the glad tidings and had ever since been the 
leader of the Church. Colossae had not escaped the poison 
which had infected the Province, and Epaphras had come to 
acquaint the Apostle with the situation and obtain his 
counsel. 

He must of course have been aware of the appeal which 
the Churches of Asia had addressed to the Apostle, and it 
might be supposed that this should have sufficed him. But 
it appears that he was confronted by a peculiar difficulty and 
had need of special counsel. Colossae, once a great city,i 
had in those days sunk into comparative insignificance.^ 
It had been eclipsed by the rise of two prosperous neighbours. 
One was Laodiceia, which competed with Apamea Kibotos 
for the position of chief city in Phrygia. It lay on the left 
bank of the Lycus, fully five miles to the west of Colossae, 
backed to the south by the snow-capped range of the Cadmus; 
and it had risen to importance under the imperial rule.® 


* Cf. Herod, vn. 30; Xen. Anai. I. iL 6. 

* Cf. Strabo, 576, 578. 

* Srtabo : ^ ik Aao5iic«Mi y,mpi, vpirtpaf oHitk aUJijffw IXa/Se»’ ii/iSf Kni r&r 

rcaripm. 
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Its atuation favotired its advancement, since it was not only 
a station on the great trade route between Ephesus and the 
East but the junction of three busy highways— from Sardes 
in the north-west, from Dorylseum in the north, and from 
the southern port of Attaleia. The Province of Asia, under 
Roman administration, was divided into ‘ jurisdictions,' 
and the most important of these was the jurisdictio Ciby- 
ratica ; and Laodiceia was its capital, where the taxes of the 
twenty-five subordinate towns were collected and the pro- 
consular courts held their sessions.^ It was a financial centre, 
and Cicero resorted thither during his Cilician proconsulship 
to cash his treasury bills.® Nor was its prosperity due merely 
to political circumstances. It derived a splendid revenue ® 
from a breed of sheep peculiar to the neighbourhood with 
fleeces of raven gloss and fine texture ; it excelled also in 
sandal-making ; * and its fame and wealth were further 
augmented by the manufacture of a reputed eye-salve, the 
' Phrygian powder,' ® employed in a celebrated school of 
medicinebetween Laodiceia and Carura.® Laodiceia was thus 
a prosperous city, and it is a striking evidence not only of her 
wealth but of the spirit which animated her, that when, 
some three years later, she and the neighbouring cities of 
Hierapolis and Colossse were laid in ruins by one of the earth- 
quakes so frequent in that volcanic district, she repaired the 
destruction by her own resources without the usual subsidy 
from the imperial exchequer.’ This magnanimous spirit 
had its perils, and it is no surprise that in the pride of their 
achievement the Laodiceans should have boasted of their 
material riches, oblivious of their spiritual destitution, and 
needed the apocalyptic counsel to purchase ‘ gold tried udth 
fire ' and the ‘ wMte raiment ' which was better than their 

^ Plin. N'at. Hist, V. 29. 

® Cf. adFam, ni* 5; ad Attic, V. 15. 

® Strabo: Xa/iiTjows adroJi®* 

* Cf. Schiirer, People^ ii, i. p. 44. 

^ Cf. Ramsay, Cit, and Bish, of Phryg,^ l, 'p, 

® Strabo, 580. 

^ Tac. Ann, xv. 27, Tacitus assigns the- earthquake to the: year 65 5, and il 
would then be strange that the Apostle in writing to Colossse early ' in' 61 should 
■ have made BO reference to the recent disaster. But {C/iron, 01 . 210)3 

who has here a better title to credence (cf. Lightfoot,-Ci?/., pp. 38 ff.), puts.it 
after the burning of Rome in 64. 
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fine stuff of raven black, and anoint tbeir blind eyes with a 
salve more efficacious than their ' Phrygian powder.’ 

Across the Lycus, some four rniles distant from Laodiceia, 
stood the city of Hierapolis, backed by the Mesogis range.^ 
Its enduring fame is that there, about the year a.d. 50, was 
born that noblest of the Stoic teachers, Epictetus, ‘ a slave, 
and maimed in body, and a beggar for poverty, and dear to 
the immortals.’ Its chief industry was the dyeing of 
woollen fabrics in scarlet and purple, but this was not the 
main source of its abundant prosperity. The physical 
peculiarities which distinguish the valley of the Lycus 
attain at Hierapolis their highest development. The neigh- 
bourhood teems with hot springs ; and so strongly are these 
impregnated with calcareous deposit that the courses of the 
cascades which leap down the mountain-side are marked by 
a snow-white incrustation, and it is told how the husband- 
men used to embank trenches round their gardens and 
vineyards and flood these from the streams, and in a year’s 
time the channels had hardened into fences of solid stone.® 
Some of the springs were poisonous,* especially one deep well 
knowm as the Plutonium w'hich, like the Grotta del Cane 
near Naples, exhaled mephitic vapour fatal to any living 
creature that breathed it except, according to local fable, 
the priests of Cybele. Most of them, however, were merely 
medicinal ; and thus the city acquired fame as a health 
resort, and the numerous baths which still survive among 
its extensive ruins, show how largely it was frequented. 

There was naturally an intimate fellowship betw^een the 
Christian Churches in those adjacent cities. Probably all 
three had been founded by Epaphras, and he maintained a 
constant and solicitous surveillance over them. The imme- 
diately significant fact, however, is that there was in that 

‘ Cf. Strabo, 629 f. It is an evidence of the connection between the Asian 
heresy in the Apostle’s day and the later Gnosticism that Hierapolis \va,s subsequently 
designated OphiorymJ, ‘ the Serpent’s stronghold ’ (cf. Acta Philiftpi, 107), as the 
home of the Jewish-Gnostic sect of the Ophites or Naasenes, so named because 
the serpent 5J>ri3) was the symbol of their worship (cf. Hippo!. ReJut. v. 4). 

* Strabo : rb fibii yhp Slap ck irwpov oSrw ^^Slas ptera^dWet TTiTTificvor 
ix^Tovs ivdyovres (ppayftoit ivcpyd^ovTai povoXlSoos. Cf. Vitruv. VIII. 3. 

* Hence the epigram {Ant&al. i. 65) : ef ns djrthyfairdai nh/ iicytt Sardrov S’ 
iriBufcei, [ 'lepas II6Xe(vs ^vxpia> BSap mira. 
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locality a large and influential Jewish colony. It originated 
in the reign of Antiochus the Great (223-187 B.c.) who, in ^ ^ ^ ^ 
view of civil commotion in Lydia and Phrygia, deported ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ 
thither from Mesopotamia two thousand Jewish households, 
that their proved loyalty might leaven the prevailing dis- 
affection.^ Some of these would certainly be settled in the 
valley of the Lycus, and they would share in the increasing 
prosperity of its cities and be continually reinforced by 
fresh accessions of their enterprising race. How numerous 
and important the Jewish population became is evinced by 
the circumstance that their annual tribute of a half-shekel 
apiece to the Temple at Jerusalem amounted to so large a 
sum that in 62 b.c. Flaccus, the Propr®tor of the Province 
of Asia, took alarm. He prohibited the exportation of so 
much treasure and arrested in Laodiceia no less than twenty 
pounds weight ; ® representing, it has been calculated, over 
eleven thousand male adults irrespective of women, children, 
and slaves. 

The Jewish population in the valley of the Lycus was thus a Jewish 
very large ; and, though the Churches were predominantly 
Gentile, they would include a proportion of Jewish converts.® j 
These may have been few, but they w'ere influential, and they 21 , 27 ;'^ 
had succeeded in turning the heresy into a Jewish channel 
and casting it in a Jewish mould. Intellectual movements 
are commonly epidemic. They are inspired by the spirit 
of the age, and their influence is all-pervasive. Thus, 
those Gnostic tendencies which in Gentile communities 
expressed themselves in terms of Greek philosophy, especially 
Neopythagoreanism, found a home also in Judaism. 

That home was Essenism,* and its affinity with the incipient Esseae 
Gnosticism which had invaded the Churches of Asia is 
distinctly apparent. Its fundamental principle was 
essential evil of matter. The body was corruptible and mattw. ” 
evanescent. It was the prison-house of the immortal soul, 
and only on its severance from the body would the soul be 

^ , iiL 4^ 

® Cic. Fro Fiacc. xxviii. 

* It Is not without significance in this connection that^there ' were Phrygian Jem ■ 
in the multitude of converts on the great Day of -Pentecost^(cf. Ac, ii, . so); " . 

•Cf. p. 447- ' 
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released from its bondage and joyfully soar on high.^ It 
does not appear, nor indeed is it likely, that the Essenes 
engaged in characteristically Greek speculation regarding the 
mode of creation, yet they had metaphysical theories of their 
own. No one was admitted to the order until he had served 
faithfully a noviciate of three years ; and then he must 
pledge himself by' awful oaths,’ chiefly ‘ that he would neither 
hide anything from the members of the sect nor disclose 
anything regarding them to others, no, not under violence 
even unto death ; that he should communicate none of their 
ordinances to any one otherwise than he had himself received 
them ; but that he would refrain from robbery, and likewise 
closely guard the books of their sect and the names of the 
cf. Col. B. angels.’ ® Hence it appears that the Essenes had a hidden 
lore, enshrined in ‘ sacred books,’ ® and a doctrine of angels. 
(2) Angelic The latter is especially significant. It is essentially Jewish, 
Sldfaries. it is illustrated by two specific ideas. One is the 
Rabbinical notion that the Law had been delivered to Moses 
by angelic mediators ; * and the other the Philonic doctrine 
i. 36, 37. of the creation of man. It is written in the Book of Genesis, 
first, that God said, ‘ Let us make man in our image,’ and, 
then, that ‘ God created man ’ ; and Pliilo explains this as 
meaning that in the creation of man God co-operated with 
the angels. ‘ All else was made by God, but man alone 
was fashioned with the aid of other fellow-workers. The 
Father of the Universe converses with His own powers, to 
which He gave the fashioning of the mortal part of our soul, 
in imitation of His own art when He formed the rational 
in us : deeming it right that what rules in the soul should 
be wrought by the Ruler and what is subordinate by sub- 
ordinates.’ ® Thus the Jewish doctrine coned ved the 
angels as bearing a part in revelation and creation ; and the 
Essenes elaborated it, especially by assigning names to the 
angels and defining their functions after the manner of the 
Book of Enoch.® Hence it appears that their doctrine 
exhibits a close analogy to the Gnostic theory of a hierardiy 

^ Cf. Jos. Be BelL Jud. Ii. ll« 

^ 7. » im m 

* Cf. n. on Gal. iii. 20, p, 206, 

• Phil. Be PreJug, 556 (Mangey)# ® Bmcki 
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of angelic intermediaries between God and the world ; and 
furthermore its elevation of the angds to the rank of God’s cf. coi. it 
■ fellow-workers issued in angel-worshipP is. 

i Moreover, the Essenes were visionaries. They pored over (3) Asceti- 

the prophetic Scriptures and undertook to foretell the future.® 

Indeed, according to one widely approved though doubtful 
etymology, their name signified ‘ the Seers.’ ® Josephus 
affirms that their predictions rarely missed the mark, and 
he has furnished several striking instances.* Visionaries 
are commonly ascetics, ‘ lean-look’d prophets whispering 
fearful change ’ ; and here is a clue to the Apostle’s reference 
* when he describes the ascetic teacher who was unsettling 

I the Churches by the Lycus, as ‘ poring over his visions, coi. u. 18. 

I idly puffed up by his carnal mind.’ For the Essenes were 

ascetics. Indeed this was their primary and fundamental 
I characteristic ; and if Philo’s explanation of their name as 

signifying ‘ the Holy Ones ’ be etymologically untenable, 

I it is at all events historically accurate. They shared with 

I 

I ^ Preaching of Peter ^ quoted in Clem. Strom, vi. v. 41 ; Kara 

! ’Iou 5 a/ous <ri^€{T$€y Kal yhp iKeiPoi ijl 6 pol oUfxepoi rhv Bgop yivihcrK€tp oi>K iirlaTavraif 

Xarpejjopres &'yyi\oLi xal dpxcf'yy^'^oLSy p.7]vl Kai Oxig. Contra Cels, y. 6 i 

I irptarov otv rCoy ^Iovdal<ap davfid^eiy el rhv fihv oifpavhv Kal rohs iv rtp8e 

i ayyi^Xovs ai^ovcrr rk crepathrara di ahrov Kal 8vvar4rara. Gf. the apocalyptic 

i protest against the angelolatry which had invaded the Churches of Asia (Rev, 

I xix. 10; xxii. 9). Theodrt. (on Col. ii. 18) says that angelolatry continued long 

j in Phrygia and Pisidia, and even in his own time c. ) was still uneradicated, 

I ® Cf. Jos. De Bell. Jud. ir. viii. 12. 

j ® ’E<rcra 40 i from niH ‘see,* a derivation which seems to he countenanced by 

■i' T T > 

j Suidas : 0! eTrifieXoOyrai rijs X^lews deuptip 8h rk iroXXk Trapapevovcriv. Mev 

' Kal KaXoOvraif roOro dijXoOvros roO dvSjuaros, rour^erri, 0ecop7jriKoi, The 

I origin of the name is uncertain. Besides the above many explanations have been 

I suggested (cf. Lightfoot, Col., pp. 347 fh), and of those three may be adduced, 

I (i) *The Ploly Ones,* from 6Vtos. This PhiIo*s derivation. Cf. Qmd Omnis 

I Probus Liber, 457 (Mangey) ; dtaX^Krov *EXX‘)}viK7]s irapibwiioi ocrLhrTjros. ITence 

1 probably the form ^Oaeoioi. (2) ‘ The Healers * or ‘ Physicians,* from Aram. 

' ‘heal.* Cf. the kindred Egyptian sect of the OepaTreural, ‘Plealers.* This is 

; countenanced by the statement of 'Jo^aphu^ (£>e Bell. Jud. il. viii. 6) that the 

: Essenes ‘ with a view to the healing of ailments sought out remedial roots and 

the properties of stones.* (3) ‘ The Silent Ones,* from ntyn ‘keep silence,* in 

... ■' ■ T. T ^ ■ 

reference to their secrecy regarding their hidden lore. Josephus {ibid. 5) says 
that ‘to those without the silence of those within appeared as some awful 
mystery.* , , 

I ^ Cf. the predictions of Judas {Ant. xm. - xi. 2 i Be Bell. tlL 5)^ . "■ 

I Menahem [Ant. XV. x. 5), and Simon {De Bell. Jud. ir. vii. 3). 


the Greek philosophers the initial postulate of the inherent 
and necessary evil of matter ; but there the agreement 
ended. The common principle yielded two diametrically 
opposite inferences. It was argued, on the one hand, that 
material things are, for the spiritual man, ‘ indifferent ' ; 
and, on the other, that the flesh must be mortified that the 
spirit may be unfettered.^ Thus the principle issued now 
in libertinism and now in asceticism, and it is remarkable 
that the Gnostic schools of the second century w'ere divided 
between these two attitudes. The Gentile schools, like the 
Carpocratians, were libertine, while the Judaistic Encratites 
were ascetic. And already in the Apostle’s day the dis- 
tinction had asserted itself in the Province of Asia. The 
general attitude, defined in his encyclical, was libertine, but 
the attitude in the Churches by the Lycus was ascetic. And 
the reason is that in the latter the heresy was cast in the 
Essene mould, and the Essenes were ascetics. 

They shared the Pharisaic reverence for the Mosaic Law, 
but they carried it beyond the utmost reach of Pharisaic 
scrupulosity. ‘ The chief object of veneration among 
them next to God was the name of the Lawgiver ; and if any 
one blasphemed against him, he was punished with death.’ 
They observed the Sabbath with extreme rigour. ‘ They not 
only prepared their food the day before, that they might not 
so much as kindle a fire on that day, but they durst not so 
much as remove a vessel nor do their natural office.' * 
Their ablutions were frequent. They bathed in cold water 
before each meal and whenever they incurred defilement. 
In the sultry East the practice of anointing the body after 
bathing was almost a necessity, but they would have none 
of it, regarding oil as a pollution ; and they always w'ore 
white raiment.® 

So resolute were the Essenes in eschewing the contamina- 
tion of impure matter, and thus far they remained true to the 
spirit of Jewish ceremonialism. But their ascetic solicitude 
carried them further and betrayed them into a usage which 

- Cf. Clem. Alex. S/wa. III. V. 40 : fpipt Si ds Sia JieXdvw vpdyij,ara &irira,t 

T&s alp^<ras &iroKpLvdjii€$a aOrott, fj yip rot i’yv hBdtXK&xmPf ^ rB 

MpToycp dyovcrai iyKpdretay 8 u<ra’€fi€lat xal KarayyifXXov&’^i, 

® Jos»-i)r Beiljuii. li. * 3 i£ 3, 5^ % 


FIRST IMPRISONMENT AT ROME 553 

approached perilously near idolatry and suggests Zoroastrian 
influence. Light is purity, and they worshipped the sun, Cf. di. iy. 
obIi^^ous of the Scriptures’ denunciations. ‘ Before the 
appearance of the sun,’ saj's Josephus,^ ‘ they utter nothing 
of profane matters but only certain ancestral prayers to him, jer. Fiv. 
as though supplicating him to rise.’ The Jewish Law had yfu’ 
ordained that ordure should be buried in the earth, and the Gf. pt. 
Essenes observed this precept ; only, their anxiety was not 
lest the unclean thing should offend the eyes of the Lord but 
‘ lest it should outrage the beams of the god ’ ; and ‘ the 
god ’ is here the Sxm. It is such idolatry that the Apostle 
has in wew when he warns the Christians in the valley of the 
Lycus against the empty deception of the heretical teacher coi. ii. s, 
who was making them his booty ‘ according to the world’s 
dim lights,’ and reminds them that ' when they died \rith 
Christ, they left the world’s dim lights.’ 

The Gnostic ideas were en I'air in those days, and they Esseuism 
expressed themselves everywhere in terms of the prevailing 
thought. Just as in the Greek world their vehicle was the 
Neopythagorean philosophy, so in the Jewish world it was ' 
Essenism. It may indeed seem incredible that the doctrine 
of an isolated sect of anchorites in the Wilderness of Engedi 
should have been diffused abroad and travelled as far as the 
Province of Asia ; but the truth is that the Essenes were not 
all recluses. Many of them remained in the world. There 
was a Gate of the Essenes in Jerusalem ; ^ and Josephus 
says that ‘ they were numerous in every city.’ ® Thus their 
opinions and practices were notorious, and they would in- 
fluence many who did not profess themselves Essenes. 

Indeed their principal use was that they served as a congenial 
nidus for the larger ideas which were everywhere stirring 
in the minds of men and which but for them would hardly 
have found a lodgment in Judaism. 

The Churches in the valley of the Ljxus, being predomi- An in- 
nantly Gentile, would naturally have fallen into line with feS'n 
their neighbours throughout the Province, but it appears ef. coi si 
that a persuasive teacher had arisen in their midst. He was ®- 
a Jewish Christian ; and while he taught the common heresy, cf. i. 16. 

^ Jofi. Di BiiLJmt IL viil 5. * Uid. v. iv. 2. , , ® Ibid, n, viii 4* 


Cf,Eph.iv. 
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he gave it the distinctive Essene cast. The distinction was 
mainly ethical : elsewhere in the Province the heresy was 
libertine ; in the valley of the Lycus it was ascetic. 

Such was the situation which had confronted Epaphras 
and which he reported to the Apostle ; and the latter pro- 
ceeded to deal with it in a letter addressed to the Church at 
Colossse. To a large extent it traversed the same ground as 
his encyclical since the intellectual problem was identical : 
the Gnostic ideas which had invaded the other churches 
of the Province prevailed also in those by the Lycus. Hence 
he thus far simply reiterates his argument and reproduces 
much of his phraseology. This was inevitable in writing 
immediately on the same theme.^ Had the intellectual 
problem been all, the encyclical would have sufficed ; but 
there was also the ethical question. He had dealt elaborately 
in the encyclical with the prevailing libertinism ; but his 
argument there was irrelevant to the situation in the valley 
of the Lycus, and therefore he omits it and substitutes a 
disquisition on asceticism. Nevertheless there was much in 
the encyclical which was profitable for the Colossians and 
their neighbours, especially its full discussion of the Gnostic 
tendencies ; and he would have them read and ponder it also. 
. So he adheres to the original plan. Tychicus would convey 
both letters. He would make his tour of the Province and 
deliver the encyclical to each of the churches by the way. 
Colossae was liis ultimate destination ; and on reaching it he 
would deliver to the Christians there both their own letter 
and the encyclical which he had brought from Laodiceia, his 
previous station. And since their letter was designed for 
their neighbours as well, it must be transmitted first to 
Laodiceia and thence to BKerapolis. 

* Geoige Eliot’s correspondence furnishes an apposite parallel. Writing to 
Madame Bodichon on 4th Dec. 1863 she say.s ; ‘Vou perceive that in-stead of 

being ini.serab]e, I am rather following a wicked example, and saying to my son I, 

** Soul, take thine ease.” ’ Then on 28th Dec. she writes to Mrs, Peter Taylor : 
* I am wonderfully well in body, but rather in a self-indulgent state mentallyj saying, 
*‘Soul, take thine ease,” after a dangerous example,’ Cf. Sir Walter Scott’s 
letter to Rev. Mr. Gordon^ I2th Apr, 1825 (Lockhart’s Life of Sooi^^ chap. Ixxv), 
repeating phrases which occur in his portraiture of Rev. Josiah Cargill in 
SL Ronan^s chap, xvi (published Dec, 1823) — diminished tine respectability/ 
*€omio €fd ckrunti * ** walk through the parts.* 
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LETTER TO COLOSSI 

After the customary saliitatioii and address the Apostle Address 
expresses his appreciation of the past record of the Colossians* laenSion 
He had never indeed \dsited them, but he had heard of their cf. ii. i. 
faith and love, and what Epaphras had told him had con- 
firmed those pleasing reports — a needful assurance lest they 
should suspect their ' faithful minister ' of an ungracious 
representation. 

i I Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, 

2 and Timothy the brother, to the saints and faithful brothers 
in Christ at Colossse. Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father. 

3 We thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, always 

4 for you in our prayers, since we have heard of your faith in 

5 Christ Jesus and the love which you bear to all the saints in 
view of the hope laid up for you in the heavens, which you 
heard of long ago in the word of the truth of the Gospel. 

6 That Gospel has come to you in the fruitfulness and growth 
which it displays throughout the w^orid ; and these it has 
displayed among you also, ever since the day when you heard 

7 and gained full knowledge of the grace of God in truth, as you 
learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-slave, who is a 

8 faithful minister of the Christ on your behalf,^ and who has 
informed me of your love in the Spirit. 

And lest thej^ should fancy that recent developments had Assur- 
alienated his own regard, he assures them also of his constant comimLd 
affection and his earnest solicitude for their spirituaF'^g^r^^* 
advancement, 

9 Therefore we also, ever since the day when we heard of it, 
have never ceased praying on your behalf and asking that you 
may be filled with the full 'knowledge' of His will in all 
xo ' wisdom ' and ' spiritual ' understanding, so that you may 
comport yourselves worthily of the Lord and please Him in 
everything by bearing fruit and growing in every good w^ork 

11 through the full ' knowledge ' of God, by enduement with every 
kind of power, according to the might of His glory, to be ever 

12 enduring and long-suffering, with joyous thankfulness to the'^ 

^ The authorities are fairly divided between Mp pfAWP and iiirkp ppujp. The 
former (*on your behalf’) reminds the Colossians of Epaphras’ devotion to thein. 

The latter (‘on our behalf’) would mean that be bad preached to them as the 
j\postle’s deputy ; but in this case it should rather have been vTrip /tow. 
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Father who has qualified you to share in the lot of the saints in 

13 light. He rescued us from ‘ the authority of the darkness ’ and 
transported us into the Kingdom of the Son who is His love’s 

14 embodiment,^ in whom we have our redemption, the remission 
of our sins. 


Theological Question (i. 15-ii. 6) 

Here by interweaving several of its characteristic phrases 
— ‘ knowledge,' ‘ wisdom,’ ‘ spiritual,’ ‘ the authority of the 
darkness ’ — the Apostle has introduced the heresy ; and 
now he proceeds to its refutation. He affirms the pre- 
eminence of that * Son who is the embodiment of the Father’s 
love,’ and defines His relation to God, to the Universe, and 
to the Church. He was no mere ceon, no mere angelic 
intermediary, but the Eternal Son of God incarnate, in the 
fine phrase of Hugo Grotius, Dei imsfecti aspectabilis 
imago, ‘ the Visible Image of the Invisible God.’ That is 
His relation to God, and His relation to the Universe is its 
corollary. The Father’s heart is wide, and He created the 
Universe and peopled it that He might lavish upon it His 
overflowing affection. His Eternal Son was not enough, 
and He created a multitude of sons in His image ‘ that,’ as the 
Apostle says elsewhere, ‘ He might be the first-born among 
many brothers.’ But the Eternal Son, by right of primo- 
geniture, remains evermore the Lord of all creation, the 
Father’s universal household. That is His relation to the 
Universe : it is ‘ in Him ’ and ‘ through Him ’ and ‘ for Him.’ 
But sin has destroyed the primal order and necessitated 
reconciliation ; and what Christ was to the former order, 
He is also to the latter. He is the Head of the Church. 
He was the beginning of the former creation, and He is the 
begiiming of the latter ; as the First-born, the Eternal Son, 
He was Lord of the human family, and as the First-bom from 
the dead He is Lord of the redeemed who share His Death 
and His Resurrection. 

^ t«B TioO Trjs d-yi*-)?* adroB. Cf. Aug. Ve Trin. TV. 37 : ‘ The love of the 
Father, which is in His inefiably simple nature, is nothing else than His very 
nature and substance, as often already we have said and dislike not often to 
repeat. And therefore “ the Son of His love ” is none else than One who has been 
obegottenpLIiis substance,;' 
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15 ' And He is the image of the invisible God, the First-bora 

16 Lord of all creation, because in Him was created the universe of 
things in the heavens ^ and on the earth, the visible and the 
invisible, whether ' thrones ' or * lordships * or ‘ principalities " 
or * authorities ' : the universe has been created through Him 

17 and for Him ; and He is before all things, and in Him they are 

18 an ordered universe. And He is the Head of the Body, the 

: Gliurch. He is the Beginning, the First-born from the dead, , 

19 that He may everywhere occupy the first place, because it was 
God's good pleasure that all * the fulness ' should dwell in Him 

20 and that He should through Him reconcile the universe to 
Himself by making peace through the blood of His Cross— yes, 
reconcile ail through Him whether on the earth or in the 

'.'heavens.^' 

This was no mere theory for the Colossiaiis; they had incentives 
experienced it. Once alienated from God, they had been 
reconciled through Christ’s infinite Sacrifice — His true 
Incarnation and His Death ‘ in the body of His flesh ' ; 
and nothing could prevent their attainment of the final 
glory of His redemption but their own unfaithfulness, their 
abandonment of the Gospel which had already done so much 
for them. That was the peril w’hich threatened them, and 
the Apostle addresses to them a double appeal, a double 
argument for resisting the heretical allurement and standing 
true to the Gospel. First, it -was ‘ the Gospel which had been 
preached in all the creation under heaven.’ Its efficacy had 
been proved in every land, and should they forsake it for an 
evanescent speculation ? And, again, it was ' the Gospel of 
wffiich he had been made a minister.’ He was the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, and it was for the sake of the Colossians and 
their fellow-Gentiles that he had toiled and suffered and w:as 
at that hour in bonds. It was a delicate appeal to their 
chivalry, a suggestive challenge to their loyalty. He was 
their champion, and he was enduring the malice of that 
party which would have excluded them from the Church. 

There were, as he significantly observes .later, only three ci.: it 
Jewish Christians befriending him in his soreTieed. ■ Would 

^ ip Toh' ^ipapoh in the Colossian letter corresponds to iy rots in the 

encyclical (cf. Eph. i. 3, 20, ii. 6, iii. xo, vi. 12). The phrases are distinctive of 
ti)e Jewish and Gentile phases of the heresy respectively. The * heavens’ here 
are the Seven Heavens of Rabbinical Theology, and the conception was employed 
by the Jndalst Gnostic Valentinus in the 2®^ c. {cf. Iren. r. i. 9). 
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the Colossians forget this and espouse a Judaist propa- 
ganda ? 

Not that he grudged his sacrifices for their sake. It was 
in a glorious cause that he was suffering ; and its glory lay in 
this — that he was not merely suffering on their behalf ; 
he was sharing the Redeemer’s vicarious Sacrifice. His 
Death on Calvary was not the whole of Christ’s Passion. 
He is the Head of the Church, and He shares the anguish of 
His meanest member. His Sacrifice is an agelong Passion, 
and it is continued by every believer who, according to His 
word, ‘ takes up his cross and follows Him.’ That was the 
Apostle’s inspiration. His sufferings Were a sacred privilege ; 
they were his fellowship with the Glorified Lord, his con- 
tribution to the achievement of God’s ‘ mystery,' the eternal 
purpose of universal redemption. 

And that was the reason of his insistent solicitude. The 
heresy was, at the best, a message for the few, for the 
esoteric circle of ‘ the spiritual,’ ' the perfect,’ who were 
initiated into its ‘ secret wisdom.’ But the Gospel was for 
‘ every man ’ ; and therefore it was that he was so anxious 
for his friends in the valley of the Lycus who had never seen 
his face or heard the truth from his own lips, and strove so 
hard to confirm their faith and arm them against the plausible 
sophistries which were invading their minds. 

ai And you. alienated as you once were, and enemies in your 
Si thought amid your evU works, He has now reconciled in the 
body of His flesh through His Death, to present you holy and 
«3 blameless and unchargeable in His sight, if indeed you abide 
by the Faith, founded and steadfast and never moved away 
from the hope of the Gospel which you heard — that Gospel 
which has been preached in all the creation under heaven, and 
of which I Paul was made a minister. 

S 4 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings on your behalf, and I 
am doing my part to complete in my person what is lacking 
in the Christ’s distresses on behalf of Hi^ Body, that is, the 
*5 Church, of which I was made a minister according to the 
stewardship which God gave me for you to fulfil the Word 
*6 of God, the mystery which has been hidden from the ages and 
the generations. But now it has been manifested to His 
37 saints, to whom it was God’s will to discover what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which 
3$ is ‘ Christ in you, the hope of glory.’ And Him we proclaim, 
admonishing every man and teaching every man in every sort 


Cf. Row. 
Viii. lo; 2 
Cor. 3£ill 5 ; 
Gal. iv. 19. : 
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of 'wisdom/ that we may present every man ' perfect ' in 
m Christ. And to this end I toil and- contend with all the energy 
wherewith Hii power endues me. : 

11. i For I wish yon to know what a hard contest it is that ; I am 
waging on behalf of you and. the people at Laodiceia and all 
2? who have never seen my face in bodily presence, that their 
hearts may be encouraged and that they may be welded 
together in love and gain all the riches of intelligent satisfac- 
tion, till they attain a full ' knowledge ' of the mystery of God, 
seven Christ, in whom all ‘ the treasures of wisdom" andis. xiv.3 
4 ' knowledge " are ' hidden." I say this that no one may befool 
5 you with plausible sophistry. For, though I am far away in 
bodily presence, yet I am with you in spirit and rejoice to see 
your discipline and the solid front which your faith in Christ 
presents. : 

2. The Ethical Question (ii. 6-iv. 6) 

And now the Apostle turns to the ethical aspect of theChristko 
question. It w^as indeed well that the Christians in the^^^^^^ 
valley of the Lycus had recognised their moral obligation 
and repudiated the libertinism which disgraced the other 
Churches of the Province. So far they were truly Christian ; 
for Christ is His people’s pattern^ and they are His only as 
they are like Him. The Apostle has just spoken of the 
‘discipline' of the Colossians and ' the solid front w^hicli 
their faith in Christ presented ' ; and now he applies this 
military metaphor. A gallant leader is the inspiration of 
his troops. He is their exemplar, like Shakespeare's hero by 
whose light 

' Did all the chivalry of England move 
To do brave acts : he was indeed the glass 
Wherein the noble youth did dress themselves : 

He had no legs that practised not his gait ; 

. . . so that in speech, in gait, 

In diet, in affections , of delight, ■: ■ ■ . 

In military rules, humours of blood, 

He was the mark and: glass,, copy and book, 

That fashion’d others/ 

‘ As, then/ says the Apostle, ‘ you have received the Christ/ 

Jesus the Lord, comport yourselves in -.Him/ 

They were indeed right in seeking purity, but /they sought 
it bv a wrong method — ^not by gladiellowship with the Living 


Condem na- 
tion of 
asceticism. 
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Lord but by the morose practice of Judaistic asceticism. 
Despite the Apostle’s protest the error persisted and spread 
down the valley of the Mseander. Some fifty years later it 
prevailed in the Church at Magnesia,^ and St. Ignatius laid 
his finger on the mischief when he exhorted the Magnesians 
to ' put away the evil leaven which had grown stale and 
sour, and betake themselves to the new leaven, which is 
Jesus Christ.’ The stale leaven is the spirit of asceticism, 
and it embitters the soul. The new leaven is the love of 
Christ, and it floods the heart with health and gladness and 
makes it, in the Apostle’s phrase, ‘ overflow in thanksgiving.’ 

6 As, then, you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, com- 

7 port yourselves in Him. Be rooted, be built up in Him ; be 
confirmed by the Faith as you were taught it ; and overflow in 
thanksgiving. 

And so he warns the Colossians against the ‘ philosophy 
and empty deception ’ of the ascetic heresy. It was an 
attempt to recall them from the free, glad life of the Gospel 
to the futile bondage of Judaistic ceremonialism. All that 
it offered, Christ had given them. They had in Him the 
trae circumcision — the purity which the old rite merely 
symboMsed.' For what did their Baptism signify ? It 
signified their union with Christ. They had died with Him ; 
they had been buried with Him ; they had been raised with 
Him ; and now they shared His triumphant life. His 
victory over the powers of evil was their redemption. Here 
the Apostle flashes out a magnificent picture. The ceremonial 
Law had been the debtor’s bond, and God had reckoned with 
it in Christ. He had met its claims, and He had nailed the 
cancelled bond to His Cross, advertising to the Universe 
that it was no longer valid. And in cancelling the bond He 
had disarmed the powers of ewl. His Sacrifice was their 
defeat. The Cross was the Victor’s chariot, and He had led 
the vanquished ‘ principalities and authorities ’ in His 
triumphal train. 

8 See to it ! Perhaps there will be * some one who is making 
you his booty through his philosophj’' and empty deception, 
according to the tradition of men, according to the world’s 

* Ignat Ad Map*, viii-*. * Cf. n. on Ga!. ii. a, p. 199. 
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" 9dim liglits/ and not according to Christ; For in Him dwells 
wall ' the Mness of deity embodied and yon are * filled j':in 
Him. He is the Head of eveiy * principality' and * anthority** 
11 And in Him. yon were circumcised with a circumcision not 
made by hand when yon put off' the body of the flesh and 
13 received the circumcision of the Christ - by your ■ burial with 
Him in Baptism, in which you w’-ere also raised with Him 
through your faith in the operation of God who raised Him 

1 3 from the dead. And yon, when you were dead by reason of 
your trespasses and the uncircnmcxsion of your flesh— He made 

14 yon alive with Him ; He forgave us all our trespasses; He 
obliterated the condemnatory bond ^ — -the bond of legal 
ordinances— which bore so hard against us ; and He has taken 

15 it out of court and nailed it to the Cross.^ He despoiled * the 
principalities ’ and ' the authorities/ and paraded them openly ^ 

^ (TTOix^iat cf. 11. on Gal. iv. 3, p. 208. Here (cf. ver. 20) the term has 
perhaps a double reference — it) to the ‘rudimentary ideas’ of Judaism and (2) to 
the Essenic sun-worship. 

^ The ancient writing material was papyrus, and since the ink did not permeate 
tlie fibre, it could be washed off, leaving the sheet clean. 

® Grociiis sees here a reference to the custom, which prevailed in some places in 
Ids day and tvhich he supposes to have prevailed in Asia, of driving a nail through 
a cancelled bond. The suggestion has been rejected on the ground that there is 
no evidence of the custom in the Apostle’s day, but Gal. iii. i (cf. n., p. 203) is 
sufficient. It was customary to post up magisterial announcements in public, but 
here, in contempt, it is not an edict cancelling the bond that is posted up, but the 
cancelled bond itself. 

* The double compound dTeKd^fCirhit is apparently a Pauline coinage, occurring 
only here and iii. 9 (cf. the noun d?r<f/c 5 u<rts, ii. ii). The interpretation is much 
disputed, i. It was taken generally by the Fathers as a proper reilex. mid., 

‘ having stripped Himself’; and then the passage was construed in two ways.: 
(l) The Greek Fathers took rds dpxds Kai t&s ^{ovfr/asas the obj. of dirsKSvadjuamSf 
‘ having stripped Himself of the principalities and the authorities, He paraded 
them openly’ (Clm-s., Theod. iSIops., Theodrt). So Lighifoot : ‘The powders 
of evil, which had clung like a Nessus robe about His humanity, were torn off and 
cast aside for ever.’ (2) The Latin I'^athers supplied Tiji> capKa as obj. of 
and construed rd? dpx. fcal rds tj. with iUi.yp.d 7 i<riv, ‘having 
stripped Himself of the desh, He paraded the principalities and the authorities ’ 
(Ambros. Expos, Ev. sec, Luo. v. 107 ; Aug. E/^isL cxlix. 26). The objection 
to both is that they involve an abrupt change of subj., making Christ the subj. in 
ver. 15. God (cf. vers. 12, xj) is the subj. throughout the passage. 2- The mid, 
is not necessarily rellex. but may denote what one does in one’s own interest 
(cf. IMoulton’s Winer, pp. 322 ff.) ; and so it was taken here by Hieron. 
l^yxspolians principatus et potestates, traduxit confidenter’) and Ambrsir. (‘exueus 
principatus et potestates, ostentavit in auctoritate’), ‘having stripped’ or 
‘despoiled the principalities and the authorities, He paraded them,’ in His 
triumphal procession (cf. p. 352). ioayfAdTLtreu, cf. Hor. Epts^. I. xvii, 33 ; 

‘ captos ostenclere civibus hastes.* 

2 N 


562 LIFE AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 

by leading them in trmmphal procession in the chariot of the 
. .Cross.^ : 

fiituiiiitF Here lay the eoBdemnation of the heresy alike in its 
ascetic and in its speculative aspect. The reimposition of 
ceremonial ordinances was a reaffirmation of the caiicelied 
bond, and the worship of angels a re-enthronement of the 
vanquished powers and a dethronement of the Victor. 
There is no need of angelic intermediaries ; for Christ is our 
Head, and in union with Him we are in vital , contact with 
God in all His fulness. And this is the one secret of purity. 
Asceticism is unavailing ; for it deals with externals and 
never touches the inner springs. Nor is it merely unavail- 
ing ; it is positively mischievous. It is an affectation of 
' humility ' ; and, as the philosophic Emperor has shrewdly 
observed, ' the pride which is proud of the lack of pride, is 
most offensive of all/ ^ 

1 6 Let no one, then, judge you in eating and in drinking or in 

17 the matter of a feast or a new moon or a Sabbath.® These are 
only the shadow of things to come, but the substance is the 

1 8 Christ's. Let no one rule you out of the prize, ^ delighting in 
' humility ' and worship of angels, poring over his visions/ 

19 idly puffed up by his carnal mind, and not holding fast the 
Head, from whom all the Body, supplied and welded together 
by means of its joints and ligatures, grows with a God-given 

20 growth. If, when you died with Christ, you left the world's 
dim lights, w'hj^ as though still alive in the world, are you 

21 overridden by ordinances : ' Do not handle this ' ; ‘Do not 

22 taste that ' ; ‘ Do not touch the other thing ' — things which 
all waste away when they have served their use — according to 

Is. xxix. 23 the ‘ commandments and teachings of men ' ? These restrictions 
XV have all a show of ‘wisdom' in self-imposed worship and 

* iv iy ry ffravptp (cf. ver. 14). The Cross is here God’s iriumphal 

chariot, just as it is His throne according to the Christian variant in Ps. xcvi. 
10 LXX {insisted on by Just. M., Tert., Aug.): 6 Kijpm roO 

fdXov. Cf. Lat. hymn : * Impleta sunt qua: cecinit \ David fideli carmine, | Dicens 
in nationibus, I Regnavit a ligno Deus.’ 

* M. Aurelius, XII. 27 : d yd.p ^iirb drv^iqL rv^of TV<^ 6 ju,eyot irdyrm 

* The stereotyped catalogue of Jewish observances. Cf, 1 Chr. xxiii. 31 ; 
a Chr. ii. 4, xxxi. 3 ; Ez. xlv. 17 ; Hos. ii. ii ; Is. L 13. 

* mTa^pa^edeLP, of an umpire {^pa^eds) w'ho decides against the rightful winner. 
Cf. Suid, : Kara^papi^viTia* /faraXoyijJ'^cr^iiF, Karaxptvirtiij Karayd^Pi^iffOw. rd dXXov 

dytayi^ojidyou dXXop crr^^ayovtr&at Xtyei o^ArrSifroXm KaraiSpa^etk&’&ai, 

* ipL^areduPi in the classics of a god ‘ haunting ’ sacred ground (cf. Soph. 0 * C. 

■ 679? .^sch. Fefs. 449); in the .ritual of the Greek Mysteries of the Initate 
‘setting loot on^ the divinedife (cf. Moulton wad Milligan, 
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‘ humility ’ and ascetic rigour, but they possess no value for 
combating carnal indulgence. 

After thus demonstrating the futility of asceticism thci’niityby 
Apostle exhibits the Christian method of attaining purity, ciirist) 
The believer is united with Christ at every stage of His 
redemptive progress^ — His Death, His Burial, His Resurrec- cf. Rom. 
lion. His Exaltation. He not only died with Christ to this 
world, but he was raised with Him and lives with Him. 

' Your life,’ says the Apostle, ‘ is hidden with the Christ in 
God. Recognise this; seek the things which are above, 
and set your minds on them.’ It is precisely the counsel 
which he had administered to his Galatian converts eight 
years previously ; ‘ Comport yourselves by the Spirit, and csai. v. 16. 
no desire of the flesh w’ili you ever perform.’ This is the 
golden secret. Experience has ever proved the futility of 
asceticism, and foul things were rife at Colossse. The 
remedy lay in forsaking the dead past and bieathing the 
atmosphere of the new creation, that liigh domain where the 
old distinctions are obliterated and the divine ideal which 
slumbers in every child of the human race, be he a wise Greek 
or a religious Jew or a degraded savage or an oppressed slave, 
is quickened and released. 

iii. I If, then,, you were raised with the Christ, seek the things 

which are alsove, where the Christ is, ' seated at God’s right Ps. ex. i. 
ahand.’ Set your minds on the things which are above, not 

3 on those which are upon the earth. For you died, and your 

4 life is hidden with the Christ in God. When the Christ is 
manifested — He who is our life — then you also will be 

5 manifested with Him in glory. Mortify, then, j'our members 
which are upon the earth — fornication, uncleanness, sensual- 

6 ity, evil desire, and the greed which is idolatry. These are the 
r things that bring down the anger of God ; and that was the 

arena where you also comported yourselves in the days when 
8 your life was there. But now you also must lay them all off— - 
anger, passion, malice, reviling, obscene talk : let it never pass 
gyour lips. Speak no falsehood against one another, since 
you have divested yourselves of the old self with its practices, 

10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self which is being 
renovated to ever fuller knowledge ' after the image of its Gen, i. 
ji Creator.’ And there is here no distinetion between Greek 
and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free man ; but Christ is everything and in 
everything. 


- * ■ r - v.-.; -r-=- - 
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But how is it possible always to inhabit this serene domain? 
The way is simple and practical. The fountain of all evil 
is selfishness and the pride and enmity which it breeds ; 
and the remedy lies in the cultivation of a kindly, meek, 
patient, and forgi\ing spirit. And how may tliis be achieved ? 
First, says the Apostle, remember how the Lord has forgiven 
you, and you will forgive others. you will not only 

forgive ; you will love. Second, in ever^- question which 
may arise, recognise that the supreme interest is the pre- 
servation of brotherly fellowship. Never seek a con- 
troversial triumph. Make the Peace of Christ the arbiter ; 
let it decide your differences. Again, store your mind with 
Gospel teaching and sing the songs of redemption. There is 
a blessed efficacy in a holy text or a glad hymn. And, 
finally, in everything you say or do, have Christ’s approval. 


la Clothe yourselves, then, as God’s chosen, holy and beloved, 
with tender compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, long- 

13 suffering, forbearing one another and forgiving each other, if 
one has a grievance against another. Just as the Lord forgave 

14 you, so must you also. And over all these graces put on love : ' 

15 this is the bond of ‘ perfection.’ And let the Christ’s peace be 
umpire in your hearts ; for it is indeed to peace that you were 

16 called in one Body. And show yourselves thankful. Let the 
Christ’s Word dwell within you richly. In all ‘ wisdom ’ 
teach and admonish each other with psalms and hymns and ! 

17 spiritual songs in grace, singing in j-our hearts to God. And 
everything that you do in word or in work, do it ever in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him. 

The home is the sanctuary of life, and there especially 
should the Christian graces be displayed. And so the 
Apostle reiterates the precepts which he had addressed in 
the encyclical to husbands and wives, parents and children, 
masters and slaves. 

1 8 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is becoming in 

19 the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and never be bitter 
so against them. Children, obey your parents in everything ; 
ax for this is well-pleasing in the Lord. Fathers, never irritate 
aayour children, lest they be discouraged.^ Slaves, obey in 

everything your human lords, not in eye-service, as though 

* Cf. p. 61. 
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you had only men to please, but in simplicity of heart, 
is fearing the Lord. Whatever you are doing, work with the 
.. i48ours devotion, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing. , 
that from the Lord you mdll receive the recompense of the 
inheritance. It is to the Lord Christ that you are slaves. 

35 For one who does wrong will get back the wrong which he 
jv. X has done ; and there is no respect of persons. Lords, 
accord what is right and equitable to your slaves, knowing 
that you also have a Lord in Heaven. 

It was a difficult situation that the faithful Christians inTh« 
the valley of the Lyciis occupied, confronted as they were of 
with a subtle heresy and encompassed by keen and aggressive con^ 
controversialists. They were guardians of the Faith, and 
it became them to bear themselves well and commend the 
truth to the unbelieving world. And so the Apostle counsels 
them to abound in prayer ; and lest he should seem dicta- 
torial and didactic, he begs them to remember him in theii 
intercessions, since he too occupied a diflicult situation and 
needed the aids of heavenly grace, Wisdom ' was a catch- 
word of the heresy, and they must exhibit a nobler wisdom. 

They must be ever watchful and miss no opportunit\^ 

Zeal, however, is insufficient. Controversy may confute, 
but it never convinces ; it merely exasperates. It is 
only a gracious word that prevails ■ and ' grace/ says 
Samuel Rutherfurd, ' is a witty and understanding spirit, 
ripe and sharp.' 

2 Persevere in prayer; be vigilant in it with a spirit of 

3 thankfulness ; and pray wdthal for us that God may open to 
us a door for the Word, so that we may tell the mystery of the 

,4 Christ for the sake of which I am even in bonds, that I may ' ■ 

5 make it as manifest as I should tell it. Comport yourselves lii . 
'wisdom' toward those without, buying up the opportunity. 

6 Let your argument be ahva5^s gracious, seasoned with saltV- 
.■ that you may know how you should answer every' one. : 

Here ends the argument. There was no need to encimiber closing ■ 
the letter with personal matters,;.since not only was 
to convey it to Colossie but Onesimus/the fugitive slave, was 

^ The use of salt is twofold — (i) to preserve from corruption and lo flavour (cf. 

Job vi. 6} ; and thus \ 6 yos dXan ijprv/A^POi is opposed to \ 6 yos ffarrpos, ^ rotten talk ’ 

(Eph. iv. 29), and (2) fLi^po\oyta^ ‘foolish’ or ‘insipid talking’ (Eph. v. 4). 
p.wpo$ {cf. ‘foolish,’ bad also the physical signification of ‘insipid^’ 

‘tasteless/" Cf. Mt. v. ij; Lk. xiv. 34. 
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retumiiig thither in Ms company ; nevertheless the Apostle 
thought fit to enter the greetings of his companions at Rome. 

■ And' the reason was that there were two of these who required 
his special commendation./. One was John Mark, The old 
quarrel was notorious, and now. that it was healed, the 
■Apostle would have the happy issue known, all the more 
that Mark purposed visiting Colossal. Already, it seems, 
the Apostle had intimated this and bespoken a welcome for 
him, and now he reiterates the injunction. Then there was 
Epaphras, the Colossian Presbyter. By carrying to Rome 
a report of the controversy in the valley of the Lyciis he had 
incurred not a little odium, and the Apostle takes occasion 
to certify his loyalty to the Colossians and their neighbours 
at Laodiceia and Hierapolis. The letter was addressed to 
Colossse, but it was designed equally for the neighbouring 
churches. The Apostle had never visited them, yet there 
was at least one Laodicean whom he knew. This was a 
lady named Nympha, whose house was the meeting-place of 
the Christians in the city. Doubtless, like Epaphras, she 
had visited Ephesus during his ministry there, and had been 
won by his preaching ; and so he sends his greeting to her 
and the congregation at her house. 

7 With my situation Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful 
8 minister and fellow-slave in the Lord, will acquaint you. I 
am sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may be 
acquainted with our concerns, and that he may encourage your 
9 hearts; and with him Onesimiis, the faithful and beloved 
brother who is one of yourselves. They will acquaint you with 
all that is doing here.' 

10 Aristarchus, my fellow-captive, greets you ; and Mark, 
Barnabas' cousin — regarding him yon have received my 

11 injunction : * if he comes to you, welcome him/ — and Jesiis 
called Justus. These are the only Jewish converts who are 
my fellow-workers for the Kingdom of God, and they have 
proved an encouragement to me. Epaphras, one of yourselves, 
greets you. He is a slave of Christ Jesus, and lie is ever wrest- 
ling on your behalf in his praj^ers, that you may stand * perfect ' 

IS and satisfied in everything that is the will of God, For I bear 
him testimony that he is deeply concerned for you and the 
14 people at Laodiceia and those at Hierapolis. Luke, the belo\'ec! 

physician, greets you, and Dema.s. 

■15 Greet the brothers at Laodiceia, and Nympha and the Church 


FIRST IMPRISONMENT AT ROME 567 

j 6 at hei' house.’ And when this letter has been read among you, 
take care that it be read also in the Church of the Laodiceans, 
I? and that you also read the one from Laodiceia.® And say to 
Archippus : ' Look to the ministry which you received in the 
Lord, that you fulfil it.’ 

And now, according to his custom,® he takes the pen from 
liis amanuensis Timothy and adds his sign-manual. His 
writing was ungainly at the best, and it was none improved 
by the fetter dangling from his wrist ; and he surveyed the 
sprawling characters with a smile and inserted a pathetic 
apology : ‘ Remember my bonds.’ 

1 8 The greeting of me Paul with my own hand. Remember 

MY BONDS. Grace BE WITH YOU. 

^ The t.cxt here is uncertain. (l) lS^fX(pav Kai otnoy ai/rijs 

* Nympha and the Church at her house* (B 67 ** SyrP (2) J^vfi^ap Kal t^w 

Aar’ ohot= avrQp ‘Nymphas and the Church at their house* (^ACP)i 

perluips^ 'the house of him and his friends.’ Probably, however, avr&y is 
due to the preceding docX^oiJs. (3) nal r^v Kar^ otnoy a^rrov 

‘ Nyraphas and the Church at his house’ (DEFGKL), obviously a copyist’s 
correction. 

* That is, the encyclical which Tychicus had presented at Laodiceia and brought 
on to Colossje. Each church in the Province received it from the previous town 
in the circuit : for the Colossians it was ‘the letter from Laodiceia,’ and for the 
Laodiceans it would be ‘ the letter from Hierapolis,’ and so forth. It is significant 
tliat ‘the Epistle to the Ephesians’ was entitled by Marcion ‘to the Laodiceans’ 
(cf, Tert. Adv. Marc. v. 17). Until it was recognised as an encyclical, the 
reference here was a puzzle, i. It was supposed that * the letter from Laodiceia’ 
was one, no longer extant, which Paul had written to the Laodiceans and which 
he de.sired the Colossians also to read ; and at an early date a forgery appeared, 
professing to be the lost letter. The text is given by Westcott {Canon, Append. E) 
and Lightfoot (CoL, pp. 2851!.), It is fatal to this theory that Paul bids the 
Colossians convey his greeting to ‘the brothers at Laodiceia’ (cf. ver. 15), That 
was necessary when all that the latter had from him was an impersonal encyclical, 

1. 'ul it would have been unnecessary had he just written them a personal letter. 

2 . Dislike of the idea that an apostolic writing had perished, accentuated by 
antipathy to the forgery, suggested another theory. It was pointed out that Paul 
speaks of a letter from, not fo, Laodiceia, and hence it was argued that it was not a 
letter which he liad written to the Laodiceans but one which they had written to 
him, consulting liim about certain difficulties. Chrys. mentions this opinion as 

• ■urrent in his day (ra'ts without indicating Ms owm ; but the theory was 

'warmly '.espoused by Theod., Mops, and Theodrt. Such a letter, however,,, would 
iisn-e been in Paul’s own hands, and he would not have directed the Colossians to 
.'precure. it from ■ Laodiceia but would have sent it .to them. : 3. The. letter was. one 
which Paul Itad written from Laodiceia, variously identified with i Tim, (Joan, 
;.Damasc,,'.Theophyl.), t or 2 Th., Gal. ■ .■ It is.a sufficient answer that the'.Apo,stle 
had never visited Laodiceia fr.f. ii. i) ; and, moreover, all. those canonica! epistles 
were certainly written elsewhere, * Cf. p.,' 1S5- 
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The Apostle’s task was not complete when he had finished 
his letter to the Colossian Church. He had still another 
to wTite on behalf of Onesimus. The fugitive’s master was 
Philemon, who is known only from this correspondence. 
He was a citizen of Colossas ; and he was not only a Christian 
but a convert of the Apostle, one of the fruits of his ministry 
at Ephesus. Since he o^vned at least one slave and probably 
more, he was a man of means, and he was distinguished no 
less for his generosity than for his piety. His house was 
the Church’s meeting*place, and he deserved the encomium 
wliich the Apostle had bestowed on Gains of Corinth, ‘ my 
host and the host of the whole Church.’ He kept an open 
house, and Paul compliments him by intimating Ms intention 
to avail himself of its lavish hospitality should he, as he 
hoped, visit Colossae in the event of Ms speedy release. His 
wife Apphia ^ was like-minded, and their son Archippus * 
followed in their steps. He held some office in the Church, 
and the Apostle, who never dealt in cheap praise, styles him 
‘ my fellow-soldier,’ a title wMch he has bestowed only on 
one other, Epaphroditus of Philippi, and which speafa of 
strenuous devotion. It might indeed be construed as rather 
a challenge than a commendation ; and in his letter to tlu' 
Colossian Chui'ch the Apostle sends Archippus an express 
and emphatic injunction to diligence in his ministry, as 
though he had been exhibiting remissness.® But this is 
probably an unfair judgment. It is said that ‘ the ministry 
which he had received ’ was the charge of the Colossian 
Church during the absence of Epaphras ; * and in view of the 

^ Not the Latin but a Phrygian name {’Krtpla) frequent in inscriptions 
(cf. Lightfoot, Col., pp. 304 ff. j Freslt Xevisloft, p. 186). Themasc. is ’AT<piiivos, 
and they are derived bom iripd, a term of endearment for a brother_nr sister, 
dvifiis being the corresponding term for a father (Suidas). 

* Cf. Phm. 2, where the addition kixI ry kot’ ohir vov indicates that 

Philemon, Apphia, and Archippus belonged to one household, the natural inference 
being that Philemon and Apphia were husband and wife and .'Vrehippus their son. 
It is curious that Theod. Mops, alone of the Greek Fathers draws this inference. 
Chrys. recognises Philemon and Apphia as husband and wife but dismisses 
Archippus as (np 6 p riva ftrwt ^(Kov. 

’ Cf. Chrys, : rfaos tvtKtv oi ypi<j>a rrpii nfiTii' ; bm oiV iSttro, dXXi ^iX^i 
inroiiv-fyrtas Sxm nmvSaiiTtpos tlrai. 

* Cf. Ambrstr. : ' Post enim Epaphtam, qui illos imbuit, hie accepit regendam 
eorum Ecclesiam.’ Since the warning to Archippus follows greetings to the 
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anxiety of the latter for his people’s welfare, all the more cf. coi. iv. 
since he contemplated remaining a while at Rome, it was”' *3' 
natural that the Apostle should, without reproach, exhort the 
young teacher to gird himself to his heavy task. 

Whether there were other members of Philemon’s family or Roman 
no, these were not his entire household. Slavery was a®'®™*- 
universal institution in the ancient world, and it was a poor 
house which had not its retinue of slaves. Ten were accounted 
a beggarly array, too few for dignity and barely enough 
for respectability .3 Incessant conquest flooded Rome’s 
slave-market with prisoners of war, and the abundant wealth 
of her citizens enabled them to maintain large households. 

Some were enormous. Just as ten were the fewest that 
decency permitted, so two hundred constituted an adequate 
equipment ; ® but this number was frequently far exceeded, 
and it is recorded that in the time of Augustus a wealthy 
freedman, C. Csecilius Claudius Isidorus, notwithstanding 
considerable losses during the Civil War, left in his will 4116 
slaves.® Of course wealthy Romans had their country^ 
estates as well as their towm-houses, and such vast numbers 
included both the urbana and the rustica familia. The 
latter, being employed in tillage, would be the more numerous ; 
nevertheless the domestic entourage was very large, and 
Horace speaks of the ridicule which the Praetor Tillius 
incrxrred because, on the journey of sixteen miles betxveen 
Rome and Tivoli, he was attended by only five slaves.* 

The lot of the ancient slave was pitiful.® He was defined Their hard 
by Aristotle as ‘alive chattel,’ and again as 'alive implement,’ 
whereas an implement was ‘ a lifeless slave.’ ® And if this 
was his condition in Greece, it was worse at Rome, xvhere 
luxury had hardened men’s hearts. In the eye of the law 
slaves were not persons (personce) but things {res). They 


Laodiceans (cf. Coi. iv. 15-17), Theod. Mops, infers that Laodiceia, not Colossje, 
was the scene of his ministry ; and Lightfoot approves the suggestion, illustrating 
the alleged remissness of Archippus by the prevalent lukewarmness of the 
Laodiceans (cf. Rev. iii. xs, 16). 

^ Hor. Sat i. iii. ii f. ; Val. Max, XV. iv. 1 1, * Hor. t'Md, 

® Plin. MaL Il/st, XXXIII. 47. * Saf. 1. vi. 107-9, : 

® Cf. Becker, Charides^ Excurs. to Sc. Vii ; Gaihfs, Excurs. to Sc. i. 

® jReJf. I. 4 ; Kal 6 BovXos KTijp.d n ^jx^vxov. Eth* Ntc. vni. 13 ; 0 
$$vKos BpyamPf rh B 4 Bpyapoy SoOXor 
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were their master’s property, and he accounted them as 
cattle.^ Like cattle they were bought and sold. They were 
stripped, and exposed, with a placard on their necks stating 
their qualities and blemishes, on a pedestal in the market, 
that intending purchasers might inspect and handle thenr, 
and they were trotted round like horses to prove their 
agility.® And they got names like those bestowed on horses 
and dogs — Onesimus, ‘ Profitable,’ Chresimus, ‘ Useful,’ 
Symphorus, ' Suitable,’ Epictetus, ‘ Acquired,’ and so forth. 
They were mated, too, like cattle. Their union w^as not 
marriage {rnairimonittm) •, it was mere cohabitation {con- 
tubernium), and their offspring were their master’s property, 
an increase of his herd. They w'ere absolutely at his mercy ; 
and though a humane master would treat his slaves kindly, 
humanity was rare in ‘ that hard Pagan world.’ It is told of 
Epictetus, the Stoic philosopher, that he was taken in child- 
hood to Rome from his native Hierapolis, just about the time 
when the Apostle was there, and sold to Epaphrochtus, the 
profligate freedman of Nero ; and one day his brutal master 
was amusing himself by torturing him. He twisted his leg. 
‘ You are breaking it,’ the child remonstrated. The ruffian 
persisted, and broke it ; and all that the little Stoic said 
was ; ' Didn’t I tell you that you w'ere breaking it ? ’ ■* 
Such barbarities were painfully frequent. Offences were 
mercilessly punished.® Runaw'ays {fugitivi) and pilferers 
{fures) were branded on the forehead with the letter F.® 
Scourging w'as common ; ® and so was crucifixion, the 
servile supplicmm, ^ it was often accompanied with brutal 
outrages — the hacking off of a limb or the cutting out of the 
tongue.® Slaves were cast to the wild beasts in the circus ; 

^ Cf. Sen. Epsf. xlvii: ‘nec tanquam hominibiis quidem sed tanquam jitmends 
ftbiitimiir.’ 

* Cf, Plant. Bacck. iv. yii. 17 ; Cic, In Pis* 15, De Offic* m. 17 ; lior. 

. Episi* il. ii. 1-19 ; Prop. iVLv. 5if.; Sen. Epist* Ltxx. 

* Cf. Epict. r. i. 20. 

Orig. Contra Cels* vn, 53. The story is perhaps attested by tlie philosoplier\s 
own words (l. xii. 24) : wot weTr’npwpLipop ; dydpd 7 roooi\ dra 

$F erx^XiidpiOP rtf Kdaptip iyxaXets ; ^ Sen. Pe Ira^ III. 3. 

* Plant, Cas. 1 1, vi. 49, Atd* ii. iv, 46; Mart. Epigr, ni. xxi ; Diog. Laerl. 

Bun. IV. 46. ’ Cf. Juv, XIV, 18 f. ^ Hor. Epist. r. jcvl 47. 

® Cf. Sen, ' ni. ■.3 ■; ‘laceratioiies membroruin.* Cic. 'i\'Q 
’Stratonem quidem in cruccm actum esse exsecta scitote lingua.’ 
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and it is said that a Roman knight, Vedius Pollio, practised 
a savage refinement on this atrocity. He had at his villa, 
after the luxurious fashion of the age,^ a fishpond for the 
supply of his table, and offending slaves were thrown into 
it that he might enjoy the spectacle of the lampreys teariag 
their bodies.® Once, when Augustus was dining with him, a 
.slave chanced to break a crystal cup, and Vedius ordered him 
to be thrown to the lampreys. The wretch escaped from the 
grasp of his executioners and cast himself at the Emperor’s 
feet, asking only that he might be put to some less horrible 
death. Shocked by the cruelty, Augustus ordered that all 
the crystal cups should be broken in his presence and that 
the pond should be filled up.* 

So trivial were the offences which were held to justify Comempt. 
retribution so severe. And even when they gave no pro- 
vocation, the slaves were treated with stern insolence. As 
they waited at table, they durst not speak or so much as 
move their lips. A whisper was checked with the rod ; a 
cough, a sneeze, or a sigh was punished with scourging, and 
a word breaking the silence incurred a heavy penalty.* There 
were indeed masters, especially humanitarians of the Stoic 
school, who practised benevolence. ‘ I am glad,’ w'rites 
Seneca to his friend Lucilius,® ‘ to be informed that you 
live familiarly Mth your slaves. This becomes your 
prudence and your erudition. Are they slaves ? Na,y, 
they are men. Are they slaves ? Nay, sharers of our 
dwellings. Are they slaves ? Nay, humble friends. Are 
they slaves? Nay, fellow-slaves. This is the gist of my 
injunction : so live with an inferior as you would wish a 
superior to live with you. Live kindly with your slave ; 
courteous^ admit him to your conversation, to your counsel, 
and to your board. Let some dine with you because they 
are worthy, and some that they may be so.’ This seemed, 
however, in those days grotesque eccentricity, and the 
prevalent sentiment was represented by Nero’s freedman^^^^^ ^ ^ 
Pallas, the brother of the Procurator Felix, of whom it is 
recorded ® that he would not degrade his voice by addressing 

* Plin. Nat. ffisf. IX. 39, 

* Cf. Sen. Ejiist. %\v\i. 

*■ TM. Ann, xni. 23^ : , 


‘ Cf. Mart. Eftgr. X. xxx. 21-4, 
’ Sen. Dt Ira, III. 40. 

• md. 
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his slaves, and intimated his wishes by a nod or a gesture or, 
where necessary, by writing. This may have been extreme 
insolence, yet it was characteristic of Roman society ; and 
the general attitude is amusingly exemplified by an anecdote 
of Piso the orator.^ His rule w^as that his slaves should never 
presume to address lum save in answer to questions ; and 
once he invited Clodius to a banquet. At the stated hour 
all the guests arrived except Clonus, and Piso repeatedly 
sent the slave w'ho had conveyed the invitations, to see if he 
were coming. ‘ Did you invite him ? ’ he at length inquired. 
‘ I did,’ was the reply. ‘ Then why has he not come ? ’ 
‘ He declined.’ ‘ Then how did you not tell me at once ? ’ 
‘ Because you did not ask me this.' Even in the kindlier 
Greek w'orld a like restraint was imposed, and the prohibition 
of ‘ freedom of speech ’ was accounted the worst hardsliip 
of a slave’s lot® — a circumstance which illumines the thought 
in the minds of the Apostles when they reckon ‘ freedom 
of speech toward God ’ as the supreme privilege of recon- 
ciliation. It is the privilege of sonship : we are no longer 
slaves but sons. 

'There w'as indeed a measure of excuse for such severity 
in the overwhelming numbers of the slaves. The population 
of Rome under Augustus and Tiberius was about two million 
souls ; and of these, it is reckoned,® between eight and nine, 
hundred thousand were slaves, while the proportion was 
much larger in rural Italy. The presence of so vast a 
multitude of indignant serfs was a constant menace, and the 
peril was illustrated not merely by the memoiy of the Servile 
Wars in Sicily in the later years of the second century B.c. 
but by more recent insurrections nearer home.* It was a 
common proverb ; totiiem esse hastes qmt servos, ‘ so many 
slaves, just so many enemies ’ ; ® and though the philosopher 
counselled that they should be won by kindness,® it seemed a 
surer policy to hold them down with a strong hand and 
intimidate them by terrible examples. There was an old law 
that, if a slave murdered his master, not he alone but all 

* Pint. /)e Garrul. 18. * Eur. Fkan. 390-92. 

• Furneaux, Annah ef Tacitus, l. p. 90. 

* Tac. Amt. iv. 37. ‘ Sen. E^sf. ilvii, 

• Jiul . : ‘colant potius te quam timeant.’ 
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his fellow-slaves should be put to death ; and in a.d. 61 , 
the very year when the Apostle wrote to Philemon on behalf 
of his fugitive, a case occurred wdiich startled Rome. The 
Prefect of the city, Pedanius Secundus, was murdered by an 
aggrieved slave ; and after an impassioned discussion in the 
Senate, the law was enforced, and the entire Jamilia, iom 
hundred unoffending creatures of both sexes and every age, 
shared the criminal’s doom.^ 

Slavery was thus a monstrous institution, an outrage on a recog- 
humanity and religion ; nevertheless it is no marvel thatstumion. 
Philemon, that distinguished Christian, should have owned 
slaves, nor yet that Paul should have entered no protest. 

The institution was universally recognised, and it had been 
approved by the wisest teachers of antiquity. Thus, in Approved 
depicting his ideal state, it never occurred to Plato that 
there should be no slaves in it. His only requirement was A^stotie. 
that the Greeks should spare their own race and not make 
slaves of fellow-Greeks.® And Aristotle defended the in- 
stitution on the principle that there are differences between 
men : some are naturally slaves, since it is right that the 
better should rule the worse, as the soul rules the body and The swic 
the husband the wife.® Even the Stoics never challenged^ 
its legitimacy. Freedom, they held, lies in the soul, not in 
the body. The body is external to the man and, like any 
other of his possessions, belongs to the categorj’^ of ‘ things 
indifferent,’ things which are not in his power and therefore 
should cost him no concern. ‘ He is free,’ says Epictetus,^ 

‘ who lives as he wills.’ ‘ No one is a slave while he is free 
in his choice.’ ‘ Fortune is a sore bond of the body, but the 
soul’s only bond is vice. For one whose body is at large 
while his soul is in bonds is a slave ; and, contrariwise, 
one whose body is in bonds while his soul is at large, is free.’ ® 

‘ " I will put you in bonds.” Man, what are you saying ? 

Me ? My leg you will put in bonds, but my choice not even 
Zeus can conquer. “I will throw you into prison.” My 
poor body. “ I will behead you.” Well, wFen did I tell you 
that my neck, unlike all others, could not be severed ? ’ ® 

V. 469. 

^ IV. i. I. 


^ Tac. Jmi. XIV. 42 - 5 ,. ■ 
Arist.. I.„ 13.' 

* 31, 32 (Schenkp* 
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T*‘* , , Such was the Stoic attitude, and the Apo.stle’s was much 
atti ude. similar. The enslavernent of the body was nothing to him. 

In his eyes sin was the only sla very, .and Christ’s slave was the 
1 Cor, vii. free man. Hence it never occurred to him to condemn 
a. I Cm-, the institution of slavery. It belonged to the old order 
23; which Christ had for ever abolished. It was doomed by the 
"i' ”• Christian revelation of the universal Fatherhood of God 
with its corollary, the universal brotherhoorl of man. And 
thus, when he wrote to Piiilemon on behalf of his fugitive 
slave, he did not require him to emancipate Onesimus ; he- 
imposed a larger injunction ; ‘ Welcome him back no longer 
as a slave but something more than a slave — a brother 
beloved.’ 

HU letter This letter has a peculiar interest as the only surviving 
mon. ' *' specimen of the Apostle’s private correspondence ; and it 
well deserves a place in the sacred canon. It contains indeed 
no doctrine, and for this reason, St. Jerome tells us, it was 
rejected by not a few in early days : ‘ it is not Paul’s,’ they 
alleged, ' or, even if it be Paul’s, it contains nothing to edify 
sTim. iii. US.’ But the purpose of doctrine, as the Apostle says, is 
‘ that the man of God may be perfect, equipped for every 
good work ’ ; and the letter shows how well the Apostle’s 
doctrine had served its use in his own person. It is the 
letter of a Christian gentleman, kindly, courteous, tactful, 
unselfish, and chivalrous, not too proud to solicit a favour 
a. Col, w. yet incapable of servility, and w'ithal possessing that quality 
of humour which is the salt of social intercourse. It is the 
sort of appeal which is irresistible. Philemon would recog- 
nise, wTen he read it, that the debt lay with him — a debt 
which he could never discharge. 

LETTER TO PHILEMON 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy the brother, 
our dear friend and fellow - worker, and 
Applria the sister, and Arcliippus our fellow-soldier, and 
3 the Church at your house. Gi'ace to you all and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 I thank my God always and make mention of you in my 
3 praj’ers, when I hear of I'our love and faith — the faith which 
you i'jave toward the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 
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6 saints — that the gexierosit}!^ which your faith inspires may, 
in a full discovery of ah the good "that is among us, effect 
;a closer union \¥itli Christ. For I have found much joy 
and encouragement in your love, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you, brother. 

8 And therefore, while I have in Christ no hesitation in 

9 enjoining upon you what is becoming, for love’s sake 
I rather beseech, tliough I be the man I am — Paul, 
an ambassador^ but now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 

beseech you for my child whom I have begotten in my 

0 prison — Onesimus, once so useless to 3"0u, but now right 
12 useful both to you and to me.^ lam sending him back to 
2 3 you, though it is like tearing out my very heart. I would 

fain have retained him by my side to minister on your 
14 behalf to me while I am in prison for the Gospel; but I 
decided to do iiotliing without your approval, that your 
goodness may not be a matter of necessity but your own 
i.sf]*ec act. For perhaps it w^as for this reason that he was 
severed from you for a brief hour— that you might have him 
ID back forever, no longer as a slave but something more tiuui 
a slave, a brother beloA^ed, most of all to me, but liow muclx 
more than 'most of all" to 5^011, both as a felloU'-'Crea.ture 
and as a fellow- Christian ! 

17 If, then, you hold me your fellow, receiv’e him as you 
is would myself. And if he has done you any wrong or Ts in 
19 your debt, put this to my account— I Paul "write it with 

MY OWN HAND : I WILL REPAY IT ^liot tO mention to 3 ^ 0 U 

^ in clas^iical Greek is ‘ an aged man ■ and np€{r^€VTif}$ * an ambassador® ; 

bat it seems certain that irp<:(7/8uT')?s means ‘an ambassador ’ here. (0 Since the 
Apostle was about sixty, lie might fairly have designated himself ‘an aged man,® 
but lie could hardly have urged his age as a plea for deference on the part of 
Iliilemon, who, if Archippus was bis son, could be little j’-oimger. (z) i^wi Bi^ 

‘ L>n,t now,® makes rpetr/JiV??? and Bicrpios antitheses, contrasting the dignity of the 
ambassador and the ignominy of the prisoner, (3) The Apostle^s language here 
is an expansion of bis phrase 7rp<-(r;3t:i;w iv aXfwt (Eph. vi. 20). Though Trpeerdf/rr?? 
is given by all MSS. , Bentley conjectured Trpefffievrfts as the true reading, and the 
frequent confusion of the two forms elsewhere would warrant the emendation. It 
is. however, unnecessaiw, since it appears that in later Greek they were inter- 
changeable in the sense of ‘an ambassador.® Cf. Lightfoot. 

® A play on the name Onesmius, ‘Profitable.® 

® Here Paul takes the pen from his amanuensis Timothy and playfully writes 
and signs a debtor’s bond, his ‘ note of hand ’ Just as lie had given 

1 he Philippians ‘a receipt of payment’ (cf., -n. on Phil. iv. iS, p. 521). .The 

debtor’s formxiW M will ' repay,® or .as here: the stronger 

implying liability to punishment or fine; and the formula of acquittance was 
.; 7,1 have :recerc^ : .The formula,\:liad to be- written. with the party’s own 
,,lmnd, or,d.f.. he',, could write, a -proxy wrote itfo.r :him'' W.ith the,. note 

Mp aiirov. Cf. BeissTOaiin, IJ^ht from iht Anrienf East^ pp, 334 f, '. 
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20 that you owe me more- than this— your very self. Yes, 
brother, let me have ‘ profit ’ ^ of you in the Lord ; refresh 
my heart in Christ. 

21 I am writing to you with full confidence in your compli- 
ance, knowing that you \vill do far more than I mention. 

2* And at the same time prepare hospitality for me;® for I 
am hoping that through your prayers I shall be granted to 
' : you. : 

23 Epaphras, my fellow-captive® in Christ Jesus, greets 
24 you; also Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow- 
workers. 

25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with the 

SPIRIT OF YOU AND YOURS. 

^ Another play on-'Onesimus.’ * ct. p. 502. 

* Epaphras, like Aristarchus (CoL iv. lo), is thus styled on account of liis 
assiduous attendance on the captive Apostle (cf. p» 





BOOK IV 


THE CLOSING YEARS 

* O, but they say the tongues of dying men 
Enforce attention like deep harmony : 

Where words are scarce, they are seldom spent in vain. 
For they breathe truth that breathe their words in pain. 
He that no more must say is listen’d more 
Than they whom youth and ease have taught to glose ; 
More are men’s ends mark’d than their lives before ; 

The setting sun, and music at the close, 

As the last taste of sweets is sweetest last, 

Writ in remembrance more than things long past’ 

Shakespeare. 





THE HISTORICAL PROBLEM 


The narrative of the Book of Acts recounts the Apostle’s History ot 
career from his conversion in the summer of 33 until his of aoS? 
arrival at Rome in the spring of 60. He was brought thither 
as a prisoner in consequence of his appeal to the Emperor’s 
judgment, and his trial was unexpectedly deferred. He was 
detained in libera ctisiodia, occupying a private lodging and, 
though fettered and guarded, enjoying the society of his 
friends and freely conversing with all who chose to visit 
him. There the narrative leaves him, nierelj' intimating 
that his captivity was protracted for two full years. Evi- 
dently he was then brought to trial ; and, since there is no 
further record, the inference would seem to be that he was 
conde m ned and executed. 

Against this conclusion, however, there are weighty con- No place 
siderations ; and the chief is presented by that group of the^iSs- 
three letters, commonly knowm as ‘ the Pastoral Epistles,’ 
which claim the Apostle as their author. It is not the least 
sendee which Luke has rendered to the Church, that he has 
illumined the correspondence of his beloved master. The 
latter teems with personal, local, and controversial references ; 
and these, were they undefined, would be frequently puzzling 
and sometimes quite unintelligible. The Book of Acts, 
however, furnishes the contemporary background, and 
against this the Apostle’s correspondence lives and moves 
and exhibits a varied and thrilling drama. Ten of his 
letters have hitherto fallen naturally and fittingly into 
position; but here is the difficulty which the Pastorals 
present and which constitutes the main reason why their 
authenticity has been so largely disputed— that they find 
no place in the historical framework. 

Consider the First Letter to Timothy. It appears that, xLo'thv 

67 * 
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Cl j. 3. 4, when the Apostle wrote it, he was at liberty. He had been at 
Ephesus and had found false teachers at work there ; and 
on his departure for Macedonia he had left Timothy behind 
him to counteract their mischievous activities. It was a 
difficult ministry, and the purpose of the letter was to 
encourage Timothy in its prosecution. \^ffiere in the 
historical narrative can this incident be assigned a place ? 
Twice, and only twice, is it recorded that the Apostle visited 
Cf. Ac. Ephesus. He called there in the course of his homeward 
xvii-:, sg-ai. voyage from Corinth at the close of his second mis-sion in 
spring 53 ; but this cannot have been the occasion in question, 
for on taking his departure then he did not travel toMacedonia 
but continued his voyage eastward to Csesarea. Nor had 
Christianity then been established in Ephesus ; whereas, 
when the letter was ■ftritten, there was a church in the city 
completely organised. His other appearance at Ephesus 
was in the ensuing autumn, and on this occasion he con- 
tinued there for two years and a quarter. Thereafter, it 
is true, he proceeded to Macedonia ; but he did not leave 
Timothy behind : he had despatched him in advance to 
Corinth by way of Macedonia. So neither is there a foothold 
Cf. iii. 14. for the letter here. It has been suggested ^ that he may have 
paid a hasty visit to Macedonia in the course of his protracted 
ministry in the Asian capital, leaving Timothy in charge of 
the Church during his absence, and it lends colour to the 
hypothesis that he actually paid such a visit to Oorinth, 
though it is unrecorded in the Book of Acts.^ The hypothesis, 
however, is ruled out not merely by the improbability that 
the Asian heresy, should in so brief a space have attained 
such dimensions as the letter represents, but by the fact 
that in his interview with the Ephesian Elders in spring 57 
Cf. Ac. XX. upwards of a year after his departure from the city he warned 
them of the impending danger. The heresy which was 
rampant when he wrote the letter, was then still iihdeveloped. 
(2) Letter And what of the Letter to Titus ? The situation here is 
to iws. visited Crete in company with Titus, and had 

Cf. i. 5. left him there to complete the organisation of the churches 
in the island. It was after his departure from Crete that he 

* Cf, Wieseler, ChronQlag. des apostoL ZdtalUrSi p. 

t Cf. p. 326. 
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wrote the letter ; and when he wrote it, he contemplated Cf. iu. ta. 
spending the winter at Nicopolis. On the assumption that 
it belongs to his recorded ministry, what place can be found 
for this episode ? His sole connection with Crete was the cf. Ac. 
view he had of it from the bay of Fair Havens while the ship 7-^3- 
which was carrying him to Rome lay there wind-bound. 

The centurion Julius had indeed allowed him to land at cf ver. 3. 
Sidon and enjoy the society of his friends at the Phoenician 
port ; but there is no evidence that he went ashore at Fair 
Havens, and even if he did, he had no time for winning 
converts and founding churches, since it seems that the ship 
stayed in the anchorage little over a week. Nor was Titus 
with him. His companions in the voyage were Luk« and 
Aristarchus. It is indeed conceivable that somewhere in 
the course of his travels he may have paid a visit to Crete 
and engaged in a mission which the Book of Acts has left 
unnoticed ; but this is improbable, and the improbability 
becomes extreme when it is remembered that his visit to 
Crete was followed by a winter’s sojourn at Nicopolis, which 
also is unrecorded in the Book of Acts. It is inconceivable 
that so important and protracted an episode should have been 
ignored by the historian, nor is there room for it in the 
crowded narrative. 

And what of the Second Letter to Timothy ? It was Second 
plainly written on the very eve of the Apostle’s martyrdom ; ccw! i'.%. 
and, on the assumption that it belongs to his recorded histoiy, 
then it has its place at the close of the Book of Acts. It is 
there stated that he was detained a prisoner at Rome for 
two full years, and it is assumed that, when at length he 
was brought to trial, he was condemned and executed. 
Timothy was apparently at Ephesus, and the Apostle, fore- cr. m 9. 
seeing the fatal issue, wrote and summoned him to Rome. 

This construction of the situation, however, involves 
insuperable difficulties. Timothy was not at Ephesus at the 
close of the two years’ imprisonment. He was at Rome, 
and he had acted as the Apostle’s amanuensis when, near the 
close, he wrote his letters to Coloss® and Philemon. More- 
over, Paul had then been a captive for upwards of four 
consecutive years. He had passed two years in prison at 
Cffisarea, and had been conducted thence to Rome and there 
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had passed two more weary years in bonds. Yet in this 
letter to Timothy he refers to incidents which had lately 
happened in the course of his travels in the East — how he 
had left his mantle and some precious literature at Troas, 
had parted from Erastus at Corinth, and had left Ti’ophimus 
at Miletus sick. 

It thus appears that there is no place for the Pastorals in 
the recorded history of the Apostle’s ministry ; and this 
further must be considered — that they are differentiated 
from the rest of his letters by peculiarities of style, language, 
and ideas. One misses in them his rugged and nervous 
eloquence, his glowing passion, his massive argumentation, 
the rush of his eager dialectic, his crowding thoughts, and Ms 
frequent digressions. The difference is indeed unmistakable, 
yet it in nowise precludes identity of authorship. It is a 
difference, not of personality, but merely of mood and cir- 
cumstances ; and it is a sufficient explanation, were there no 
other, that the Pastorals are private letters dealing mainly 
with practical affairs. 

Less impalpable and elusive than the quality of style is the 
distinction of language ; and the fact confronts us that the 
Pastorals abound in novel terms, alien from the Apostle’s 
recognised vocabulary. Thus in the first letter to Timothy, 
which occupies six and a half pages in Westcott and Hort’s 
edition, there are 123 peculiarities — over 18 to the page ; 
in the second letter to Timothy, with four and three-quarter 
pages, there are 80 — about 17 to the page ; and in the letter 
to Titus, with two and three-quarter pages, there are 43 — 
about 16 to the page. There are, moreover, 49 terms peculiar 
to the Pastorals, occurring in two or all of them and nowhere 
else in the Pauline waitings. Thus the group exMbits in all 
295 peculiarities — about 21 to the page. 

And what does this mean ? It has been construed as a 
conclusive evidence against the Pauline authorship of the 
Pastorals : their speech bewrays them. But consider the 
other letters. These fall into chronological groups, plainly 
distinguished by their linguistic peculiarities. The first 
group is the tw'o letters to the Thessalonians, written in the 
autumn of 51 and dealing with the eschatological problem. 
That was the Apostle’s earliest controversy, and his language 
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is simple and untechnical. The first letter, with five and a 
half pages, exhibits 35 peculiarities ; and the second, with 
three pages, 19 — ^in both instances fully 6 to the page. 

There is, besides, one terra which occurs in both and nowhere 
else in the Pauline writings ; and thus there are in all 55 
peculiarities in the group or between 6 and 7 to the page. The 
second group comprises the letter to the Galatians (June 53) , (3) Those 
the first to the Corinthians (early summer 55), the second 
to the Corinthians (closeof 55 — autumn 56), and the encyclical 
' to the Romans ’ (beginning of 57). It belongs to the period vii sy. 
of the Judaist controversy ; and this is the motif of Galatians 
and Romans, while the Corinthian letters deal also with the 
special problems which had emerged in the Achaian capital. 

It was inevitable that the necessities of this complex 
argumentation should develop and enlarge the Apostle’s 
vocabulary ; and so we find in the Galatian letter, with eight 
pages, 70 peculiarities — almost g to the page ; in First 
Corinthians, with twenty-four pages, 233— almost 10 to the 
page ; in Second Corinthians, with sixteen and a half pages, 

166 — fully 10 to the page ; and in Romans, with twenty-six 
pages, 180 — about 7 to the page. There are also 174 words 
occurring in two or more of the group and nowhere else in 
the Pauline writings. And thus the sum of peculiarities <3). The 
is 833 — fully II to the page. The third group is composed EpSies, 
of the Prison Epistles : Philippians (toward the close of 60), 
a letter of grateful acknowdedgment ; Ephesians and 
Colossians (early in 62), dealing with the incipient Gnosticism 
of the Province of Asia; and their companion, the little 
letter to Philemon. Philippians, with six pages, has 65 
peculiarities — almost ii to the page ; Ephesians, with eight 
and three-quarter pages, 74 — ^betw'een 8 and 9 to the page ; 
Colossians, with six pages, 55 — fully 9 to the page; and 
Philemon, with a page and a quarter, 8 — betw^een 6 and 7 to 
the page. There are also 20 words which are common to 
Ephesians and Colossians and occur now'here else in the 
Pauline writings ; and in the entire group there are 229 
occurring nowiiere else in the Pauline writings— between 10 
and II to the page.i 

Thus it emerges that the letters wiiich relate to each of Later ,d^lc®r 
1 Cf. Append, VII. 
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the historic controversies are plainly distinguished and the 
members of each group linked together by linguistic peculiar- 
ities. And when it is foimd that the Pastorals are similarly 
distinguished, being marked off from the other letters and 
interrelated b}' a still larger array of linguistic peculiarities, 
it follows not only that they constitute a separate group 
but that they belong, not to the Apostle’s recorded ministry, 
but to a later period when novel conditions had arisen, new 
ideas, new problems, new institutions. 

Hence it would appear that, if it was indeed Paul who 
wrote the Pastorals, his career did not end where the history 
closes : and the inference is strongly attested. In his 
preface to the Book of Acts Luke refers to his Gospel, and it 
is significant that he styles it not ‘ the former ’ but ‘ the 
first narrative.’ ^ He has left only two narratives ; and had 
these been all that he had in view, then, when he referred in 
the second to its predecessor, he would have designated it 
‘ the former,’ and his phrase ‘ the first narrative’ suggests 
that he had an ampler plan. He purposed writing a history 
of the origin and progress of the Christian Faith, and his 
Gospel w'as the first of a series of ‘ narratives.’ It was 
followed by a second, our Book of Acts ; but this did not 
complete his design. He had yet another ‘ narrative ’ in 
contemplation, and it would have carried the history down 
toward the close of the first century, if there be truth in the 
tradition that he died at the age of seventy-four. His death 
arrested his literary labours, and his monumental work 
remains incomplete, The third ‘narrative’ was never 
written, and the Book of Acts evinces this by the abruptness 
of its conclusion. It leaves the Apostle a prisoner at Rome 
with the intimation that his captivity lasted ‘ two whole 
years,' thus plainly suggesting that thereafter something 
happened and the historian intended relating the issue in the 
ensuing narrative. WTiat the issue may have been — whether 
the condemnation and execution of the Apostle or his acquittal 

* Ac. i. I : t4k TpwTov Xiyof. The mere linguistic argument is not indeed 

conclusive, since in. Hellenistic Greek the distinction between compar. and superb 
was largely Ignored (cf. Moulton, Froleg,^ pp. 77 ff.) and Tpwros was freely used 
for (cf. Mt. xxi. 36 ; I Cor. xiv. 30 ; Heb. x. 9 j Rev. xxi. i). But tbs 

distinction was in nowise obliterated, and it would hardly be neglected by Luke 
i literary Greek. CL Ramsay, Si* Fmil tfw Traveller^ pp. 27 f. 
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and release— ds left uncertain; but had it been the former, it 
would have been easily told, and the reservation suggests 
that much still remained. The prisoner was released and 
resumed his ministry, and the next narrative would have 
recounted his further travels and achievements. 

Nor does this inference lack express corroboration. It a. TUe 
appears, on the Apostle’s own testimony, that, as his tcst°mony. 
captivity dragged on its weaiy course, his prospects steadily 
brightened. Already toward the close of the year 6o, though Phii. ii. 24- 
the issue remained uncertain, he had good hope of release ; 
and thereafter his confidence so increased that about the 
beginning of 62 he could bid Philemon expect his speedy Phm. 22. 
arrival at Colossse and prepare for his entertainment. And 3.- ?>■"»>- 
according to primitive and trustwoi-th37 testimony Ms tradition, 
expectation was realised. In the last decade of the first 
century St. Clement of Rome, remonstrating with the con- ciemcns 
tentious Christians at Corinth, appealed to historic examples. 

‘ To leave,’ he says, ' the ancient examples, let us pass to the 
champions who lived nearest to our day. By reason of 
jealousy and strife Paul pointed the way to the prize of 
endurance. After he had seven times worn bonds, had been 
exiled, had been stoned, had played the herald in the East 
and in the West, he won the noble renown of his faith, having 
taught the whole world righteousness and passed to the 
boundary of the West. And after testifying before the 
rulers so was he rid of the world and went to the Holy Place, 
having proved a very great exemplar of endurance.’ If, 
as seems indubitable,^ by ‘ the boundary of the West ’be 
meant the Pillars of Hercules, there is here a plain testimony 
by a contemporary of the Apostles that Paul not only was 
released and resumed his ministry' but fulfilled his long cf. Rom. 
cherished purpose of visiting Spain. And this is explicitly 
affirmed by that valuable document, the Muratorian Frag-Mura- 
ment, a mutilated and corrupt manuscript discovered in canon. 
1740 in the Ambrosian Library at Milan by an Italian 
scholar, Ludovico Antonio Muratori. Its author is unknown, 
but he mentions that he was a contemporary of Pius, Bishop 
of Rome (143-157). It was written at Rome after the death 
of Pius, probably about the year 170 ; and it says : ‘ The 

* C!«m. Rom. .-id Ctr. v. f Gf. Lightfoot arf /<v. 
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all the Apostles are written in one book. Luke puts, 
it shortly to the roost excellent Theophilus that the several 
events were enacted in his presence, as he also evidently 
indicates by omitting the passion of Peter as well as Paul's 
from the city on his journey to Spain.’ Here 
the Apostle’s release and his journey to Spain are assumed 
as notorious facts. 

Statement It is needless to adduce the testimonies of later writesB— 
doreof' Eusebius, St. Athanasius, St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Epiphanius, 
iuSa worth while to quote the explicit 

statement of Theodore of Mopsuestia. ‘ St. Paul,’ he says, 

‘ twice visited Rome during the reign of Nero. First on his 
appeal to Festus in Judaea, when the latter to please the Jews 
w'ould have sent him to Jerusalem. So he was conducted a 
prisoner to Rome ; and thence, on his release by Nero's 
judgment, he was ordered to depart in safety. After his 
two years’ stay at Rome he departed, and is seen to have 
preached to many the doctrine of piety. On a second 
occasion, however, he visited Rome, and while he stayed 
there it happened that by the sentence of Nero he suffered 
capital punishment for the preaching of piety.’ ^ The passage 
survives only in a rude Latin version, but its meaning is 
indubitable. The Apostle suffered two imprisonments at 
Rome in the reign of Nero. The former followed on his 
appeal at Caesarea to the Emperor’s judgment, and it lusted 
for two years. Then he was brought to trial and acquitted 
and ordered to quit the capital. He resumed Ills apostoiii.’ 
labours and preached extensively ; and by and by he paid a 
second visit to Rome and was again arrested. On this 
occasion apparently he suffered no long imprisonment. 
He was promptly tried and sentenced to death. 

Art the Hence, though it is impossible to find a place for the 
JeonT’’ Pastorals in the framework of his recorded ministry, it in 
no wise follows that they are not writings of the Apostle. 
The narrative of the Book of Acts is incomplete, and it is 
to seek a resting-place for the letters in the 
ensuing period. The question, how’-ever, arises whether the 
peculiarities of language and thought which exclude them 
from his recorded ministry, be consistent even with this 
" ^ TheoS- Mops, A i 


i 

i 

!'■ 

I 




THE HISTORICAL PROBLEM 587 

later date. The fact presents itself that, while each of the 
previous groups is distinguished bj' its linguistic peculiarities, 
the peculiarities of the Pastorals are nuich more numerous-— 
thrice as many as those of the first group and twice as many 
as those of the second and third. And it has been alleged, 
moreover, that the letters breathe the atmosphere of a far 
later period. Thej’ exhibit theological ideas which are alien cf. 2 Tim. 
from the Apostle's recognised thought, giving, for example, 
the epithet of ‘ Saviour ’ not only, in his accustomed manner, 
to Christ but to God ; they ascribe to him a novel interest in i. i, ii. 3. 
ecclesiastical organisation ; and the heres}- wliich they 
combat is the Gnosticism of the second century, Marcion’s t 

famous work TAe Antitheses being actually, it is alleged, Cf. i Tim. 
mentioned by name. Hence it has been concluded that they 
are not the work of Paul but merely, as Coleridge puts it,^ 
eirurrokai navXoeiZeis, controversial writings ascribed, after 
the ancient fashion,^ to the great master. 

This judgment, however, ignores much important exddence. Testiu.oMv 
Not the least weighty is the testimony of the Apostolic 
Fathers. St. Clement of Rome had seen and conversed with Fathers, 
the Apostles Paul and Peter,® and in his Epistle to the 
Corinthians, WTitten during the last decade of the first 
century, not only are there several passages which seem 
clear echoes of the Pastorals ^ but there is one indubitable 
quotation from the letter to Titus.® There are numerous 
echoes also in the Epistles of St. Ignatius.® And in the 
Epistle of St. Polycarp, a disciple of the Apostles and especi- 
ally the Apostle John,’ there are, besides echoes, four distinct 

1 7 Vf/* '/rttt, June IS, 1833. 

* The Pythagorean philosophers ascribed their writings to the master, recognising 

biva cs ihe source of all tiicir wisdom and claiming no gloyy for themselves. Cf. 
laniMich. ./> F/A 198. 

* Iren. n,I. iii. 2, 

^ Cf. vii with I Tim. ii. 3, v, 4; xxk with , i ■ Tim, ■ ii. 8 1 -Ixi with'' rTim. 

. . 

® ii : 'iroifjtot a\' ira^ ^'pyop ay.: 06 i\ Cf. Tit. iii. I. 

^ Cf. Aci xi with i Tim. i. i ; Jd Po/yc. iii ; with I Tim, i. 3, vi. 3 ; 

Jd PjfJi, XX with I Tim. i. 4 ; Ad Eplu xiv with i Tim. i. ,5 ; Ad Rmn,. ix with ' , 

I Tim. !. 13; Ad 'Prali, vii with I Tim. iii,- 9,' 2 3 l 

with I Tim. iv. 7, Tit. i. 14, iii. 9; Ad TralL viii: with-'i -TiiB. ^ v. 14 ' 

ii and Ad S?u)tu, x with 2 Tim. i 10, * Ad vi-'with'- 2 Tim.'.iL' [ 

Jd Smrrn. iv with 2 Tim. ii. 10, Cf.-Tren. IIL iii. 4, 
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quotations.^ It is indeed conceivable that the debt might 
be on the other side, and that the Pastorals are Pauline 
imitations and their autlior quoted from the Apostolic 
Fathers ; but it is unlikely that he should ha\'e so flagrantly 
convicted himself in view of the skill wlierewith he has 
elsewhere executed his imitation. Thus, in the second letter 
to Timothy Paul is represented as sending a greeting from 
Linus. And who was Linus ? He was the Overseer of the 
Roman Church after the martyrdom of the Apostles Paul 
and Peter.® Thenceforth he was a distingirished personage 
in the Church's annals, and his name would hardly have 
been introduced so slightly b)' a second century imitator 
who was capable of betraying himself bj^ putting on the lips 
of Paul the language of the Apostolic Fathers. 

The decisive question is whether the peculiarities which 
the Pastorals exhibit be inconsistent with their Pauline 
authorship and necessitate their relegation to a later period ; 
and a little investigation of the historical data will disclose 
their entire congruity with the Apostle’s circumstances. It 
may indeed be affirmed without temerity that, had Luke 
been permitted to continue his narrative and exhibit the 
historical background of the Pastorals, their authenticity 
would hardly have been challenged. As it is, the situation is 
indicated merely by suggestions and inferences ; yet even 
so it is sufficiently illuminating. 

Not a few of the peculiarities are merely incidental. Thus, 
it has been remarked that in the Pastorals, when the Apostle 
speaks of slaves and slave-owners, he designates the latter 
' masters,’ whereas he elsewhere stjdes them ‘ lords.’ But 
what does this mean ? ‘ Master ’ was the regular term ; and 
wherever in his earlier letters he speaks of slaves and their 
. ‘ lords,’ it is always with a didactic purpose. He is incul- 
cating the reciprocal duty of Idndness and faithfulness, and 
after the most sacred of examples he enforces it by a word- 
play and affirms that bond and free alike are all slaves — 

^ Cf. iv : vdvrwy ^i\apyvpla with 1 Tim. vi. lo. iv : 

elroveym/JLisy €ts rby abirptav aW oMb i^iyeyK^v n i'xo/^eu with I Tim. vi, 7. 
xii : bn-^p t^vtusv tQp wyiwv . . . bfrbp with i Tim. ii. I. 

ix : rbv pup i^ydrija-ap alwpa with 3 Tim. iv. 10, v : Kal and 

2 Tim. ii. 12 are probably independent quotation.^ from a primitive hymn. 
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'slaves of Christ the Lord.’ ‘Slaves/ he says, ‘obey mcf.Mt.vi, 
everything your human lords, fearing the Lord. Lords, t|, 
accord what is right and equitable to jmur slaves, knowing 
that you also have a Lord in Heaven.’ 

Again, the peculiarities of the Pastor'afs include a little a. Medical 
group of medical terms: ‘gangrene’ or ‘cancer,’ ‘cautery,’ “Tim. a 
'distempered,' ‘patient of ill,’ ‘healthful,’ ‘ healthy,’ 

‘ bring to life ’ ; and it seems reasonable to attribute these a 
to the Apostle’s constant intercourse with his ‘ beloved 
physician,’ who bore him company throughout those closing yi.3.aTim. 
years and tended him in his frequent ailings. Nor will this Tit?i. gl'rf,’ 
be deemed far-fetched if it be observed how many — no '' 

fewer than twenty-eight ^ — of the lexical peculiarities which *3- 
distinguish the Pastorals from the other Pauline letters,, 
occur elsewhere in the New Testament onlyin Luke’s writings, 
his Gospel and the Book of Acts — an evidence of the influence 
which his converse had on the Apostle’s language. 

And what of the novel interest which the Pastorals evince j. iciereEt 
in ecclesiastical organisation ? There were two orders in 
the ministry of the primitive Church — the Elders or Over- 
seers, who cared for its spiritual welfare, and the Deacons, 
who administered its temporal affairs ; and, so far as the 
earlier letters indicate, it would appear that thej? bulked 
little in the Apostle’s esteem. It is the congregations that 
engage his concern. Ojice and only once does he mention Lackmf in 
the two orders — when he addresses his Philippian letter 
‘ to the saints in Christ Jesus, with the Overseers and 
Deacons.’ This is his solitary mention of the first order ; 
and as for the second, it appears again incidentally in his 
commendation of Phoebe, ‘a deaconess of the Church at Rom.xvi,i. 
Cencbrese,’ who conveyed his great encyclical to Ephesus ; 
and also in his inculcation of uncomplaining and faithful 
employment of the various ‘ gifts of grace ’ : ‘if it be deacon- sii.y. 
ship, let us devote ourselves to our cleacoiisliip.’ It i.s 
lemarkable that he never in the earlier letters uses the term 
' Elder ’ or ‘ Presbyter,’ preferring in his solitary mention of 
the office the synonym ‘ Overseer.’ And the reason seems 
to have been that Presbyter was a Jewish title. The ^ 
Christian congregations were organised after the model of 

* rj infl Tim. j 9 in 3 Tim. ; 4 in Tit. Cf. .Append. VIT, 
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the Synagogue ; and as the latter had its Presbyters, so 
they had theirs. It was a venerable and appropriate title ; 
yet by reason of its Jewish associations it lent itself to a 
jnischievoiis perversion, encouraging the Judaist contention 
of the permanence of the ancient order and the abiding 
obligation of the Law. Hence in the stress of the Judaist 
controversy the Apostle naturally mistrusted it, and, though 
it was the official designation, rather employed the alter- 
native ‘ Overseer.’ 

The term And tlus latter, in its primitive use, was a beautiful name. 

ftucopos. pastoral term, and its proper idea appears in Paul’s 

address at Miletus to the Ephesian Elders. ' Take heed,’ 

.Vo. icx. as. he says, ‘ to yourselves and all the flock among which the 
Holy Spirit appointed you overseers, that you shepherd 
the Church of the Lord which He won with His own blood.’ 
And so the Apostle Peter counsels his fellow Elders : 

I I’ct. V. a, ‘ Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, taking the 
oversight of it, not constrainedly but willingly after God’s 
way ; and when the Chief Shepherd is manifested, you will 
receive the unfading crown of glory.' This designation of 
our Lord, ' the Chief Shepherd,' occurs only here, and it 
used to be regarded as a Christian coinage after the pattern 
of ‘ Chief Priest ’ ; but it is proved by a recent discoveiy 
to have been no high title but a homely and familiar designa- 
tion in the Common Greek. Egyptian exploration chanced 
upon a wooden tablet which had hung about the neck of a 
mummy and bore a rude inscription commemorating the 
dead man’s name and calling and age : ' Plenis the younger, 

chief shepherd, lived years.’ ^ The pastures of the 

wilderness were widely scattered, and the sheep were led 
in several flocks where they could find sustenance. Each 
flock was tended by its own shepherd, and there was a chief 
shepherd who had the oversight of them all. Here is the 
apostolic conception of a Presbyter or Elder. He was a 
shepherd, and his congregation was the flock committed to 
Ins charge. But the Church was composed of man}' con- 
gregations. There were many flocks, and many shepherds 

^ pedj- I repot j fievos | irwv ■> - % ipx^rrdp^irQ$ is & 

slip for proving ■ the initcracy of the writer. Cf , Dcissmann, Light 

from the Ancimi Emt^ pp. 97 ff. ; Moulton md Milligan, 
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each taking the oversight of his own flock ; and over them all 
there was the Chief Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ, ‘ the Heb, xiii. 
Great Shepherd of the Sheep,' the supreme Shepherd andf°;j^^o 
Overseer, ‘ the True Shepherd,’ the Shepherd in whom the '1 
idea of shepherdhood is realised. 

It w’as a beautiful conception, and it is no wonder that Eccicsias- 
Paul should have loved it, and preferred it to the cold official ‘s|*io°nln" 
designation when he was pouring out his heart to his con- 
verts and thinking not of ecclesiastical organisation but Pastorals, 
only of their doctrinal instruction and evangelical profit. 

It was otherwise, how'ever, w'hen he was addressing not a 
congregation but a Presbyter charged with the oversight of 
a congregation and embarrassed by administrative diffi- 
culties. And such w-as the occasion of the Pastorals. 

Timothy and Titus were charged, in peculiarly trying cir- 
cumstances, with the business of government and organisa- 
tion, and he deals with their actual and pressing needs. As 
it happened, both had need of counsel in the matter of the 
appointment of office-bearers, and in addressing himself to 
this practical concern he naturally uses the official tennino- 
logy. In writing to Timothy he indeed retains the more con- 1 Tim. iu. 
genial term ‘ Overseer,’ but he presently drops it andd; *^, 19. 
employs the official designation ' Elder ’ or ‘ Presbyter ’ ; and 
in his letter to Titus he reiterates his counsels and employs Tit. i. 5, 7. 
both terms interchangeably. 

It is true that the Apostle’s interest in ecclesiastical its import- 
organisation is pecuhar to the Pastorals and has no parallel 
in his earlier letters ; but the explanation lies in the novelty 
of the situation. If he has never heretofore written thus, the ' 
reason is simply that occasion has never heretofore arisen. 

And though questions of order and discipline were indeed 
secondary in his esteem, he had never slighted them or 
depreciated their importance. It appears from the Book of 
. 4 cts that, wherever he preached in the course of his travels, 
he never reckoned his work complete until he had organised cf. .%c. xiv. 
his converts into a congregation and ordained Presbyters 
over them ; and thus it was no innovation when he enjoined Tit. i. 5, 
Titus to organise the converts in the island of Crete and 
appoint Presbyters in every city. 

The discussion of those questions of ecclesiastical organi- 
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sation and administration has furnished no inconsiderable 
proportion of the novel terms which distinguish the Pastorals; 
but there was a far graver problem which claimed the 
Apostle’s attention, especially in his letters to Timothy ; 
and this has put its impress on both his language and his 
thought. It was the Gnostic heresy which he had already 
foreseen during his ministry at Ephesus, and which had so 
quickly developed and overspread the Province of Asia. 
He had dealt with it during his Roman imprisonment in 
his encyclical ‘ to the Ephesians ’ and his letter to Colossse ; 
but his arguments had proved unavailing to arrest its 
malignant growth, and the situation in the Province and 
particularly in the capital was now more serious than ever. 

He summarily and accurately defines the heresy and its 
implicates when he bids Timothy ‘ charge some not to teach 
strange doctrines or give heed to fables and interminable 
. genealogies.’ The phrase ' interminable genealogies ’ has 
lieen much disputed, but it can hardly be anything else than 
a contemptuous designation of the Gnostic theory of a 
succession of emanations from the Divine Pleroma, a hier- 
archy of <EO?is mediating between God and the world.^ Nor 
is this the sole reference in the Pastorals to that fantastic 
speculation, which rested on the philosophic postulate of the 
inherent e\dl of matter and the impossibility of direct contact 
between it and a holy God. It was only through angelic 
mediators that He could have to do with the world whether 
in creation or providence or redemption ; and thus the 
Saviour was reduced to the rank of an ceon. It is this theory 
that the Apostle has in view when he affirms that God created 
all kinds of food, and ‘ everything wliich God created is 
good,’ thus denying the inherent evil of matter ; and again 
when he affirms that there is ‘ one Mediator between God 
and man, Himself man, Christ Jesus,’ thus at once asserting 
the divine dignity of our Lord and sweeping aw^ay the 
imagination of a hierarchy of angelic mediators. 

And what were the ‘ fables ' ? The Gnostics followed the 
allegorical method of interpretation, and just as the Neo- 
platonists had applied it to the Homeric Poems and Philo 


* Cf. p. 524, Gnostic ‘genealogising’ is exemplified in the Naasene hymn 
which Hippolytus quotes (v. 5) as summarising all the mysteries of the hoesy. 
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to the Jewish Scriptures, so they applied it to the narrative 
of our Lord’s earthly life,^ They saw in the evangelic history 
an allegory of the relation between God and the world, 
portraj’iiig the union of spiritual and holy powers with evil 
matter and their final triumph. It was all myth. And, not 
content with allegorising the history, they were ever weaving 
new fables until it was lost in a mass of wild and fantastic 
inventions. This is the origin of the apocryphal Gospels 
which appeared in such rank profusion during the early 
centuries. Such as have survived are indeed later than the 
Apostle's day, but Hippolytus mentions one which was 
current among the Naasenes and set forth their doctrine of 
the soul’s rebirth from the earthly to the spiritual ^ — ‘ the 
Gospel according to the Egyptians,’ which surrives only in a 
few patristic quotations.® 

The peril was extreme. It menaced the very life of the. The 
Church. There was as yet no written Gospel ; and the frad-irnn. 
story of the Lord’s earthly life was an oral tradition. The 
catechists who were charged with the business of its con- 
servation and communication, were called didaskaloi or cf. i Tim. 
‘ Teachers,’ * and the cognate term didaskalia or ' discipline ’ v’.ij] 
denoted both their office and its material. The Oral Tradi- 
tion was the Church’s most precious possession, and the. task cf.’i Tun. 
of its conservation was always supremely important, demand- Ti.“’; ‘2 
ing scrupulous fidelity ; but the appearance of those legend- 
mongers constituted an unprecedenled menace and demanded i- u lo. 
tenfold vigilance, lest comiptions should steal in. And 
hence the Pastorals abound in importimate warnings and 
novel definitions. They speak of ‘ the heathful Discipline I Tim. i. 
in contrast with ‘the disciplines of demons,’ ‘the genuine 
Discipline ’ in contrast v/ith ‘ the profane and old-wifish 
fables ’ of the heretical teachers, ‘ the Discipline which is the vi! 3! 
norm of religion.’ And they call the sacred treasure by a 
significant name — ‘the deposit,’ ‘the genuine deposit.’ ^ 

This is a banker’s term ; ® and the idea is that the Evangelic 

* Cf. Hippol. V. 3, 4. • 5. 

* Cf. .Hilgenfeld, Zidn Fragm,^ pp. 42 ff. 

^ Cf. p, 80. Papias (Eus. ffisZ Ecd. ni. 39} says that ISIark’s Gospel was 
his report of the diBaa-KoXiai of his master Peter* 

® Cf. Tke Fa/s of ms Fks^, p. xv. 
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Tradition was a precious trust wiikh amid the corrupting 
of the time must be sediilousR' guarded, preserved 
inviolate, and transmitted unimpaired. ‘ 0 'rimothy,' 
pleads the Apostle. ‘ guard the Deposit, shunning the profane 
babblings and incongruities of the “ Knowledge ” {gnosis) 
so falsely named ’ ; and again : ‘ The genuine Deposit guard 
through the Holy Spirit who dwells within us.’ The Oral 
Tradition was ‘ the genuine Deposit,’ and its commixture 
with those base counterfeits, the Gnostic fables, was the 
danger of the hour. And here lies the crowning e\ddence of 
the apostolic date of the Pastorals. Once the Tradition liad 
been committed to waiting, the Church possessed an authori- 
tative record of the sayings and doings of her Lord in the 
days of His flesh ; and their solicitude for the in\iolate 
conservation of the Tradition demonstrates that the Pastorals 
were w’ritten ere the appearance of our Gospels. The earliest 
of these is the Gospel according to St. Mark ; and if, as seems 
certain, it w-as composed shortly before the fall of Jerusalem 
in the year 70, then the Pastorals were written just before it 
in the extremity of the Church’s need. 

ATeacher’s The Teachers were not left without aid in the discharge 
ct a'xL. difflcult and responsible office. It appears that a 

'• 13 - Manual had been prepared for their guidance.^ It furnished 
I Tim. iii. an ‘ Outline ’ of the Evangelic Tradition ; and besides this 
iii ^ seems to have contained rules regai'ding the offices of the 
16, v- Eldership and the Deaconship ; directions for the Christian 
use of the Old Testament Scriptures ; a variety of evangelical 
”■ truths and practical maxims ; and a collection of Christian 
% Tim. iii. h57mns. This is the source of those ' faithful words ’ \\iiicii 
uf 11*13!™' Apostle quotes, and of other passages which, though 

1 Tim. i. lacking express reference, are plainly quotations. And it is 

ofio; that these exhibit strildng affinities with the 

i4™Tit.iit Lnguage and thought of Luke. Thus, of the w'ord ' equip ’ 
4-8' which occurs in the Pastoral definition of the use of Old 

2 Tim. iii. Testament Scriptures-—-' that the man of God may be perfect, 

equipped for every good work,’ there is only one other 
Ac. xxi. 5. instance in the New Testament, and this is found in the Book 
Tit. ii, II, of Acts. Again, the word ‘ appear ’ which occurs twice in a 
^ lengthy quotation in the letter to Titus, occurs elsewhere in 
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tie New Testament only twice — ^in Luke^s Gospel, of the Lk. 1 79. 
appearing of ' the dayspring from on high/ and in his Book Ac. 
of Acts, of the appearing of sun or stars to storm-tossed^' 
mariners. And no less striking is the word ' philanthropy ' Tit. iii. 4, 
or ' love of man ' in the same passage. It is a Lucan word, 
and occurs elsewhere only in the Book of Acts.^ It is, xxviii. 2; 
moreover, remarkable how characteristic of the quotations is ‘ 
the phrase ' God our Saviour/ It is a phrase of the Teacher's i Tim. w. 
Manual, and though the Apostle has adopted it in several 4^’ 
instances, he never disregards his accustomed differentiation i Tim. i. i, 
between God and Christ the Lord.^ It seems, however, ”'3?’ 
that the Manual ignored this distinction, and not only spoke 
of God and Christ equally as ' our Saviour ' but styled Christ cf, lit. tii 
‘ our Saviour God/ Thus, according to the true rendering. 
it speaks of ' our great God and Saviour Christ Jesus ' ; and Tit. li. 13 
it would appear that its outline of the Evangelic Tradition, 

' tlie healthful words of our Lord Jesus Christ/ was entitled 1 rim.vi.3. 
' The Discipline of Our Saviour God,' The significant fact t\x. ii 10. 
liere is that the phrase ' God our Saviour ' is found also in 
Luke s hymn, the Magnificat, and nowhere else in the New Lk. i. 47. 
Testament outside of the Pastorals save in the noble bene- 
diction at the close of the Epistle of St. Jude. 

It seems a reasonable inference from all those linguistic Probably 
coincidences between the writings of Luke and the Teacher’s 
Manual that the latter may have been his work. And the 
inference is corroborated by the circumstance that the 
Manual contained Christian hymns ; for ‘ the beloved phy- 
sician 'had the quality of a poet, and it is to him that the 
Gliureh owes three of her finest canticles — the Magnificat, Lk. 1-46; 
the BenedicUis, and the Nunc Dimittis. If the Teacher’s 
Manual was his work, then it was the forerunner of his 
gj"acioiis Gospel; and, like Ms, Gospel, ‘the Gospel of the 
sinful/ it was, as the quotations^ in the Pastorals show, 
pervaded by the spirii of his revered, master and, beloved' ; , 
friend, . . 

^ Of the 295 linguistic peculiarities in the Pastorals- no' fewer tlian 2S are found-, : 
in quotations from the Teacher’s Manual. ' Cf. Append. VII, 

® Cf, pp« 426, 464. 
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The Apostle’s later irdnistry extended from the close of his 
first Roman imprisonment in the spring of 62 until his 
re-arrest — a period, as will appear in the sequel, of some five 
and a half years. It is unrecorded by the sacred historian ; 
but it was during its course that the Pastorals were written, 
and from their numerous and significant allusions it is 
possible, with the aid of tradition, to reconstruct its general 
outline with a measure of probability. 

When at length after two weary years of captivity he was 
arraigned before the Emperor, he was acquitted ; but since 
his continued presence in Rome w^ould have provoked his 
Jewish enemies to fresh hostility, he w'as ordered, in the 
interest of the pubHc peace, to quit the city. And whither 
did he betake himself ? In his letter to his friends at Philippi 
toward the close of the year 60 he had promised that in the 
event of his release he would pay them a visit ; and quite 
recently, when the issue of his trial was assured, he had 
apprised Philemon of his intention to visit Colossa; and bidden 
him prepare for his entertainment. It is reasonable to 
assume that he was not immindful of these engagements. 
He left Rome, accompanied by his beloved physician 
Luke and Timothy his son in the Faith ■who had both done 
so much to alleviate the hardship of his long imprisonment, 
and set out for the East. 

The sea was now open for navigation, and he took ship for 
Ephesus. This was not his destination, yet it w'as inevitable 
that he should make a considerable stay in the Asian capital, 
where he had so many associations and interests. Not only 
had he laboured there for two years and a quarter — the 
longest sojourn which he had made in a single city and the 
most eventful period in the whole course of his apostolic 
sw 
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career, but there that subtle heresy which had since invaded 
the Province had its chief centre. Its ' mischievous operations 
had been reported to Mm during the^second year of his 
imprisonment, and he had dealt with it by letter ; and now 
he would be eager to ascertain what effect his arguments 
had produced. , 

He quickly perceived that the mischief, so far from Tiraotby 
abating, had gathered strength. His worst forebodings had 
been realised. Alike in its doctrinal and in its ethical aspec t 
the heresy had attained a larger development, and was 
poisoning the very fountain of the Faith. He would labour 
to counteract the mischief, and he doubtless protracted his 
sojourn to the utmost. But at the longest it was all too 
short ; and when at length he took his departure in pursuance 
of his engagements elsewhere, he left Timothy behind to 
superintend the distracted Church and continue the work i T\m, i. 
which he had begun. 

His promise to the Philippians had been the first made, visit tn 
and it must be first fulfilled ; and accordingly, when he left 
Ephesus, he betook himself to Macedonia. His chief ijiteresl 
lay at Philippi, and on their arrival he and Luke, wdio was 
held in affectionate remembrance for his long and gracious 
ministry thereA would receive a warm welcome. But their 
activities would extend much farther. Some six years 
previously the Province had been disturbed by Judaist 
machination,^ and they would make a tour of the churches 
and confirm them in the Faitli. 

From Macedonia in pursuance of the promise to Philemon Overiaiu, 
they .travelled to Colossm. They might have taken sliipcXSw 
from Neapolis to Ephesus and journeyed up the valley of the 
Meander; but since it appears that, wdien- the, Apostle : by, 
and by wrote to Timothy from the valley of the Lycus, he^' 
had never seen the latter since his- settlement in.' the ■ Asian ' ■ ; 
capital, it may be inferred that-:- they crossed to Troas 
and, disembarking there, travelled overland by Pergamos, ; . f 
Tliyatira, Sardes, and Philadelphia. If, as probable,: it'; 
was now^ winter-time, early in 63/ the difficulty, of navigation" 
would determine their choice of this ■route"; .'and Paul .would; 
be glad of the opportunity of visiting*- those 'citiesTy the way 
^ Cf. p. 135. ; :■* :Gf.,.pp. s6o,,-344.. 


5C)S 1.1 FE AN13 LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 

and ascertaining -how they were affected by the Gnostic 
■heresy. . 

On their arrival at Colossi they woiild be; 

^.velcomed by Philemon and his family, and they woiilct 
meet at least two old friends, Epaphras, the leader of the 
Colossian Church, and Onesimiis, Philemon's slave who had 
absconded to Rome and had heard from the captive Apostle 
of the freedom of the children of God and had returned to 
his master ‘ no longer as a slave, but something more than a 
slave — a brother beloved/ It was PauFs first and long 
a. Col desired visit to the valley of the Lycus, and his interest would 
extend to all its churches. It was natural that he should 
pass from Colossas to its more important neighbour, the 
large and prosperous city of Laodiceia ; and it was there, 
according to tradition,^ that he wrote the first of the 
Pastorals. 

Timothy’s And what was the occasion ? It is clearly indicated in the 
menTaf course of the letter. Of all the Apostle's friends perhaps the 
Epiesus. sweetest and gentlest was Timothy. There is none whom 
Cl t Cor. he more frequently and warmly commends, and none, save 
to; PhiUi. perhaps Luke, who had deserved better of him by personal 
313 «2. devotion. Yet his very excellences involved limitations, 
and these serioiisty incapacitated him for the office which 
he held. He was charged with the oversight of the Ephesian 
Church and the eradication of the heresy which had taken 
root in its midst. It was a difficult task, demanding ex- 
perience, discretion, and courage ; and these qualities 
Timothy lacked. As the very name Presbyter or Elder 
implies, mature age, with the wisdom which it brings, was 
accounted essential in one who was entrusted with the 
oversight of a Christian community ; and Timothy was still 
a young man. Since he was a mere lad living \rith his pious 
Cf. Ac. xvi. mother and grandmother in their home at Lystra when Paul 
enlisted him as his attendant in the summer of 50, he was 
Cf. I Tim. now under thirty years of age ; and it would be difficult for 
IV 12. exercise the needful authority among the fathers of 

the Church. A strong and self-reliant personality miglit 
Cf. I Cor. have succeeded, but Timothy was constitutionally timid. 

^ Subscript. A ; iypdfprj dirb Aaoot/cefas, K ; iypd<^7} dTb AaodiKCiat rjns tffri 
injrpoToXi^ ^ipvytm rvs L. 
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He iiad a gentle and affectionate nature with a woman's 
tenderness and devotion^ and in the Apostle's company he a. Phii. it. 
hiirank from no hardship and feared no ordeal ; but he could 
not stand alone, and years afterwards Paul still remembered Cf. a Tim. 
how he had wept when they parted at Ephesus. "That was • 
an ill augury for the successful conduct of so difficult a 
charge ; and whatever forebodings it may have awakened in 
Paul's breast were fully realised. It appears that Timothy's 
timidity so mastered him that he was disposed to shrink Cf. i Tim. 
into retirement and shirk the public duties of his ministry. 

Lacking initiative and resolution, he was accessible to 
personal influence and lent a credulous ear to slanderous and 
plausible tongues. It seems that he was thus betrayed into 
painful and disastrous blunders through acting precipitately 
on groundless charges against Presbyters and, at the same 
time, ordaining unworthy men to the sacred office without 
sufficient investigation of their credentials. It is in keeping Cf. i xim. 
witli his character that he was disposed to asceticism ; and 
he suffered the inevitable penalty not only in physical 
weakness but also, as lie had confided to his revered master, cf. 2 Tim. 
in morbid and impure imagination. 

The Apostle was doubtless kept informed of the progress Letter to 
of events at Ephesus. Timothy would write him as oppor- 
timity offered ; and it appears that after his arrival in the 
valley of the Lyciis lie received a communication wTich 
necessitated his energetic intervention. Timothy's embar- 
rassments had multiplied until his' position seemed iiitoler- cf. i Tm 
able, and he wtis disposed to resign his charge and quit the ^ ' 
cit)’. xA.nd the Apostle immediately wrote him and per- 
emptorily vetoed the proposal, bidding him persevere in liis 
ministry and discussing for his guidance the problems .'which 
confronted him. 

THE FIRST LETTER TO" TIMOTHY ' ■ 

The letter opens with the ■customaiy address. It is Tte 
iialnral tbiil ilie Apostle's greeting tO'Oiie. SGUJitiinately 
tenderly associated with him should bepeculiarly'affectionate, , 
all the more that he has. stern rebukes to administer.; Imt it,; 
seems strange that he should'. have thought 'fit to. affirm his 
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vere. 


Cf, i Cor. 
ix. 17. 
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apostleship. Did not Timothy know and acknowledge Ms 
di\'iii€ calling ? The reason is that the letter was no mere 
private communication. It deals wth questions of general 
import ; and, as appears from the final benediction, 'Grace 
be with you all/ it was designed for the instruction and cor- 
rection of the whole Church. Paul had weighty judgments 
to pronounce, and therefore he affirms at the outset his 
apostolic authority. 

1. 1 Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus according to the command 

2 of God our Saviour and Christ Jesus our Hope, to Timothy, 
a true child in faith. Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

He addresses himself at once to the immediate occasion — 
Timothy’s discouragement and his proposal to demit his 
office ; and this pusillanimous step he sternly vetoes and 
reiterates Ms original mandate. And wliat was that ? The 
troublers of the Ephesian Church were Gnostic Judaists, 
and their doctrine was a blend of contentious philosophy and 
ascetic legalism ; and Timothy’s commission was to counter 
both by keeping the Church true to the Christian message of 
a love which cleanses the heart and renders legal restraint 
unnecessary. . . 

3 As I exhorted you when I was going to Macedonia, stay on 
at Ephesus/ that you may charge some not to teach straiige 

4 doctrines or give heed to fables and interminable genealogies, 
since these occasion questionings rather than faithful discharge 

5 of the stewardship which God has entrusted to us. And the 
end which the charge should aim at is love springing from a 

6 clean heart and a good conscience and unaffected faith ; and 
it is by missing these that some have swerved into futile 

7 talking. They would be teachers of the Law, though they 
do not understand either their own statements or the subjects 
on which they dogmatise. 

8 Now we know that the Law is beautiful if one use it law- 

9 fully, recognising that law is not enacted for a righteous man 
but for lawless and disorderly persons, impious and sinful, 
unholy and profane, assaulters of their fathers or mothers, 

10 murderers, fornicators, sodomites, kidnappers, liars, perjurers, 

^ The seEtence is elHntIc : ' ‘'as I exhorted you stay on, [so do].* Grotius avoids 
the auacolouthon by taking hti. as imperat, ; * see that you charge * 

Epb. V. 33). 




THE APOSTLE’S LATER MINISTRY 6oi 

and whatever else is opposed to the healthful Discipline, 

It according to the Gospel ot th® floxy of th« Blessed God with 
which I was entrusted. 

It was a hard task, but by the Lord's grace it could be The 
achieved. Was not Paul himself a conspicuous example of 
the efficacy of grace ? He had been a blasphemer and a example, 
persecutor ; and if he, ' the foremost of sinners/ had found 
mercy and been so signally used in the Lord's service, what 
was not possible to one w>^hose early years had been so rich 
in promise? Here was an incentive to Timothy; and it 
was reinforced by the disastrous issue of the heresy, parti- 
cularly in the case of two of its ringleaders whom for 
their blasphemous aberration the Apostle had recently 
excommunicated. 

t2 I am thankful to Him who put power into me, Christ Jesus 
our Lord, because He deemed me faithful and appointed me 

13 to His ser\dce, though I was formerly a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a bully. But mercy was vouchsafed me 
because it was in ignorance that I did it while still a stranger 

14 to the Faith ; and the grace of our Lord multiplied exceedingly, 
bringing that faith and love which come of union with Christ 

15 Jesus. Faithful is the word and worthy of all acceptance 
that * Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners ' ; and 

16 of these I am foremost. But it was for this reason that merc^- 
was vouchsafed me, that in me as the foremost Jesus Christ 
might demonstrate all His long-suffering as a pattern for those 
who would afterwards rest their faith on Him for life eternal. 

17 Now to the King of the Ages, incorruptible, invisible, only 
God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

18 This is the charge wfiich I deposit in your keeping, my child 
Timothy, according to the expectations which your early 
promise inspired, that, begirt vnth them, you wage the 

19 honourable warfare, keeping hold of faith and a good con- 
science. It is because they have thrust away the latter that 

20 some have suffered shipwreck in relation to the Faith. Among , 
these are Hymenseus and Alexander, ■ whom I * delivered to . 

Satan ' ^ that they might be instructed not to blaspheme. 

And now he turns to practical instructions regarding the chnstimi 
life of a Christian community, ^ One inevitable corollary of 
the Gnostic heresy with its postulate, of the evil of matter 
and its distinction between ' the' spiritual ' and ' the carnal ' 
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was a relaxation of civic and social obligation ; and so he 
inculcates the primal duties of public loyalty and domestic 
piety. 

i. I I exhort, then, first of aU that petitions, prayers, interces- 

2 sions, thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, especially 
on behalf of kings and all in high station, that we may lead a 

3 tranquil and peaceful life in all religion and dignity. This is 
honourable and acceptable in the sight of our Saviour God, 

4 who wishes all men to be saved and reach a full knowledge of 

3 the Truth. For there is one God, one Mediator also between 

6 God and men, Himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself 

Cf. s Jo. V. as a ransom on behalf of ail — the testimony which God has 
I • 7 borne at proper seasons; and it was for this that I was 

Titl'3.^^’ appointed a herald and an Apostle — it is truth that I am 

Cf. Rom. telling, it is no lie — a teacher of Gentiles in faith and truth. 

^ 8 It is my desire, then, that the men should pray in every 

place, uplifting holy hands, without anger and disputation. 

g And it is my desire also that women should array themselves 
in orderly attire modestly and discreetly, not with plaits and 

Eogold or pearls or costly clothing,^ but, as becomes women 

11 professing godliness, by the practice of good works. Let 

12 a woman be a peaceable and submissive learner. I do not 
permit a woman to teach or to domineer over a man ; no, 

13 she must be peaceable. For Adam was fashioned first, 

14 then Eve. And it was not Adam that was deceived ; it was 
woman that was out and out deceived and is involved in 

15 transgression. 2 But she will find salvation in her office of 
motherhood — if they continue in faith and love and 
sanctification and discretion withal.® 

Chntch Then he turns to the Church and its administratioB. 

-ofEces* ■ ■ ' ■ , ■ . 

® Cf. a wife's epitaph at Heraclia on the Black Sea t 4 (piXavdpo^ ml 

4 >i.X 6 (TQ(poi ^cratra Kocr/xtwj. 

* i] yvvi), not Tiis wife,’ but ‘the woman,’ involving womankind, Cf. Chu’s, j 
ra.<ra 7 } (pj(ris iv irapa^dcr^i y ^yope i Kelp'S}^, 

® The meaning of this difficult passage is clear in the light of the Rabbinical 
doctrine of the status of woman (cf. Taylor, Sayings of the Fathers^ p. 1 5). Siic 
was forbidden to learn, much more to teach, the Law. But she was not tliereiort^ 
denied salvation. She found it in the performance of her proper offices; arul 
these were to send her children to be taught in the synagogue; to attend to 
domestic concerns and leave lier husband free to study in the schools ; to keep the 
house for him till he returned. In the discharge of these womanly tasks women 
will find salvation, always, adds the Apostle, on the supposition that ‘they 
continue in faith and .pdpiatsiv plur., since i) ywh (ver, 14) signifies 

‘womankind.’ This interpretation rules out various notions which have been 
imported into the passage, as that r^KPoyovta means (i) Baptism, ‘quod est 
ilioTum generatin’ ('Pelag.),_ (2)- the Virgin Birth (anonjnn. in Theophy!,)^ 
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Hi. I FaitliM is the word ; ^ ' If one aspires to OverseersMp, it is cf. ml 
'' a beautiful work "" that he is desiring/ ^ 

2 The Overseer, then, must be irreproachable, a faithful 
husband,^ sober, discreet, orderly, hospitable, apt at teacli- 

3 ing, not quarrelsome in his cups'or ready with his fists, but 

4 sweetly reasonable, no fighter, nor fond of money, ruling his 
own house honourably, keeping his children in subjection 

5 with ail dignity — if one knows not how to rule his own house, 

6 how will he manage God's Church ?— no no\dce, lest he be 
swollen with windy pride and incur the same condemnation 

?as the De\il/^ And he must also have an honourable 
reputation with outsiders, lest he incur reproach and Ml 
into the Devirs snare. 

8 Similaiiy, Deacons must be dignified, not double-tongued, 

9 nor hard drinkers or dirty money-makers ; the}^ must be 
men who hold the mystery of the Faith in a clean conscience. 

loAnd let these also first be proved, and then let them take 

11 office if nothing can be laid to their charge. Deaconesses ^ 
similarly must be dignified, no slanderers, sober, trust- 

12 wortiij^ in everything. Let Deacons be faithful husbands, 

13 ruling honourably their children and their owui houses. For 
those who have served honourably in the deacoiiship are 
winning themselves an honourable station and much boldness 
in preaching the Faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

All these instructions have a personal bearing. It was Timothy's 
for Timothy that the Apostle was concerned. His sojourn dlfficuu*^ 
in the valley of the Lycus was drawing to a close, and he 
hoped that he might ere long revisit Ephesus, and then lie 
ivoulcl deal effectively with the situation. It was impossible, 
however, to forecast the future, and in the meanivhile he 
would have Timothy worthily administer his august office. ' 

'He was charged' with the oversight of the Church ; and what 
v/as the Church ? She was, according to one of the -hymns 
i'll the Teacher's Manual, the repository and guardian of the 
truth, the witness to the high "mystery of ' the Incarnation. ■ ' 

^ Chrys., followed by W, H., attaches the formula to "the,, preceding 'Sentence ■ 

' ii. 1 5). For marSf here D* reads dt'BpdjTrtvoSf ‘human’ — -‘a proverbial expression 
•jf general application and profane origin’ (Zahn). 

Literally ‘’one woman’s man.’ There is .no reference either to polygamy .or 
10 remarriage. The Apostle did not prohibit the latter (cL w ii, 14), 

^ It was through pride that Satan and the rest :pf ' the rebel angels fell. Cf. ' 

Ecclus. "X. '13 p 2 Pet."ii. 4 1'.Jud. ,6.' - 

^ ywahas^ not wives of deacons or women generally but women holding the 
office of deacoiiship, deaconesses. This is the ; patristic view, ' ' 'Cf Theophyl, ' s,; , ; ; 
tt) vf-pl rm Tvxovffm yvm&Kwv dWa 7 r€pl rdHv SiaKoi^i<rff&w» 
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And the situatioE which had arisen at Ephesus was m 
surprise. It had been long impending ; and the Apostle 
had foreseen it, and had strenuously protested against those 
ascetic tendencies and insisted on the truth that material 
things are God's creatures and nothing which God created is 
evil but, according to the Scriptures, ' all very good/ And 
Timothy's business now was the inculcation of that principle 
and the commendation, by precept and example, of the 
Christian ideal of holiness — not the mortification of the 
body but its consecration, 

14 I am writing you all this though I hope to come to you 

15 ere long, I am writing it in case I should be detained, 
that you may know how you must conduct yourself in the 
House of God, that is, the Church of the Living God, the 

16 pillar and basement of the Truth. And confessedly great 
is the mystery of our religion : He who ^ 

‘ Was manifested in the flesh, 

Was pronounced righteous by the Spirit, 

Was seen by angels, 

Was heralded among the Gentiles, 

Was trusted in the world, 

Was received up in glory." 

iv. I But the Spirit expressly says that in later seasons some 
will fall off from the Faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits 

3 and disciplines of demons, through the masquerading ® of 

3 false talkers seared in their own conscience, prohibiting 
marriage and enjoining abstinence from foods which God 
created to be partaken of with thanksgiving by those who 
hold the Faith and have attained fuU knowledge of the 

4 Truth ; because everything which God created is ' good/ 
and there is nothing that should be rejected if it be received 

5 with thanksgiving ; for it is hallow^ed through the Word of 
God and intercession. 

6 This principle inculcate on the brothers, and you will be 
a genuine minister of Christ Jesus, feeding on the words of 
the Faith and of the genuine Discipline which you have 

7 followed. But their profane and old-wifish fables have 

s nothing to do with. Train yourself to religi.011 ; for 

physic^ training is profitable for a little while, but religion 
is profitable for everything, carrying as it does a promise 

9 of life present and future. Faithful is the word and worthy 

® h. The v&rkat *God,’ originated in a copyist*s mistaking OS’ 

, for OlS, the xmcial contraction of 

* properly ‘play-acting.’ Cf, Tk€ Daysrf ffis- p, 103. 
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m of aU acceptance : ' For this is the end of our toiling and 
wreitling, that we have set our hope on a Living Goa who 
i$. the Savloui' of, all men, especialh? of such as hold the 
Faith/ 


Timotlw was a young man, and it would seem that his Caii to 
natural timidity had betrayed him into two fatal blunders. 

He had allowed himself to be overawed by the sanctimonious Cf. iv, 7^- 
pretensions of the ascetics and had acquiesced in their 
practices instead of taking a resolute stand and boldly 
exhibiting the true ideal And, further, he tended to seclude 
himself and neglect the public offices of his ministry, par- 
ticularly the public ‘ reading ’ of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures and the ensuing * exhortation,’ after the manner of Cf. Ac. xiii 
tlie Jewish Synagogue, and the even more important in- 
stitution of ' discipline ’ — the schooling of the Church in the 
Evangelic Tradition. This weak dereliction was a grievous 
disappointment to the Apostle, belying as it did the bright 
promise of Timothy’s early years and the high hopes enter- 
tained of him at his ordination. 


11,13 Charge and teach all this. Let no man despise you for 
your youth, but prove a pattern to those who hold the 

13 Faith in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until 
I come give heed to public reading, to exhortation, to 

14 discipline. Be not neglectful of the gift of grace within 

you, which was conferred upon you in the hope which 3 h')u Cf, i. is. 
had inspired when the Presbytery laid their hands upon 

15 you/ Practise these things, employ yourself in them, that 

16 your progress may be manifest to every one. Take heed to 
yourself and to the Discipline ; persist in your offices, for in 
doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers. 


Timidity was Timothy’s snare, and. it had involved him The office 
in many embarrassments. Not the least serious was the 

■ . . ^ ■ ■ tion. ' 

^ Ordination by * the laying on of hands ’ was a primitive practice. Cf. Ac. vi. 

6, viii. 17, The Presbytery was the college of Presbyters in each cominunity ; 
and its primitive constitution and procedure are illustrated by Clem. Rom. Jd 
Cor, xlii-xliv. (i) 'irpeo-ji^iTepoL and cV£<rAfo7rot were synonyTnous. Cf. Lightloot, 
n, 9 on xHL {2} The Christian office of Presbyter was Jewish in origin. It 
was not founded by Christ : the Apostles instituted it after the example of Tvloses. 

(3) That it might be permanent, they ordained that successors should be appointed 
as vacancies xcurred through death. (4) These appointments were made by the 
iTrla-KOToi or 7rpe<rp{>T€poi with the consent of the whole Church {(rvi^cudoK'iprdiT'ijs 
T'§f iKKXif}<Tim Cf. the namtive of Polycarp’s, ordination in Plan. Fit 

F&fyi, xxiii. 
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The order 
of widows. 

Cf. Ac. vi, 

3:, ix. 39. 
41 Ja- 

517. 


difficulty which he experienced in the administration of 
persoiioi admonition. It was a deiicate duty, and when he 
braced himself to its performance, he was betrayed by sheer, 
nervousness into excessive severity. The .Apostle's, .,A:oiins,el 
is: 'Never reprimand'; remonstrate lovingly.' Be' lik^^ 
son to older men.and women and abrother to the younger. 

i L', Never reprimand an older man, but:' exhort Mm ■ as al father;' 

■ ■' 2 and yo.nnger men as brothers ; " older women as mothers, '.and; 
younger as sisters in all purity. 

A gracious characteristic of the i^postolic Church wiis its 
kindly solicitude for the poor. Almost from the outset of 
its career provision had been made for the maintenance of 
forlorn widows ; and ere long, with a wise appreciation at 
once of the humiliation wMch charity inflicts and of the 
abuses which it inevitably occasions, those unfortunates 
were organised into an order resembling yet distinct from 
that of the Deaconesses. Capable widow^s were charged 
with a variety of gracious offices, especially the care of orphans 
and the nursing of the sick ; ^ and thus they were serviceable 
to the Church, and their maintenance was no charity but a 
well earned remuneration. It w\as a beneficent institution, 
but it required vigilant surveillance. It was designed for 
the relief of the really necessitous, not for aged widows who 
had children or grandchildren well able to support them, 
nor for young widows who could earn their owm livelihood 
and who, if they were supported in idleness, would turn 
mischievous and wanton. Thus a strict censorship was 
needed ; and here apparently Timothy had proved remiss. 
Scandals had ensued, and to prevent their recurrence the 
Apostle lays dowm two rules ; first, that no widow should be 
admitted to the order unless she were absolutely desolate ; 

: ' and, ; second/ that 'no^ be admitted unless she had attained; 
the age of sixty and bore a creditable character. 

aw 4 Honour widows who are really widows; but if any widow 
has children or grandchildren, let them learn first to act 
religiously by their own house and recompense their fore-' 
shears ; for this is acceptable in the sight of God. One who: 
is really a widow and left desolate has set her hope on God 

* CL Lightfoot on Ignat. Ad Smyrn, mIL 
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and continues at her supplications and her prayers niglit cf. tk. it 
7 and day ; but gaiety in a widow is a living death. And 37. 
s press these charges, that they may be irreproachable. But 
if any one does not provide for his own, especially his lioiise- 
lioid, he has denied the Faith and is %vorse than one who is a 

. stranger to it.^ 

9 Let no wddo^v be put on the list unless she be sixty years 
.. .. 10 of age, a faithful. wife, with a reputation for " beautiful works.' cf. Mt.. 
—the nurture of children, the entertainment of strangers, 
the washing of the saints' feetd the relief of distress, the 

11 pursuit of every good work. But younger widows have 
■nothing to do with ; for, -when the}?' grow wanton against the , 

12 Christ, they want to marry, and incur condemnation for 

13 cancelling their initial pledge. And at the same time they 
ieani to be idle, gadding from house to house ; and not only 
idle but tattlers and busybodies, talking about things which 

14 should not be talked about. My wish then is that younger 

. widows “ marry, bear children, be mistresses of houses, and , 

15 give the adversary no outlet for reviling p for some have 

, 16 already swerved after- Satan. If any 'woman who holds 

tlie Faith is connected with widows, let her relieve them, 

. and let the Gliurcli not be burdened, so that it may relieve . 

.' the real wido\vs.. 

Another difficulty which Timothy had experienced arose Manage- 
from his dealings with the Presbyters. His commission 
was the suppression of the disorders which the heresy had 
occasioned ; and his jurisdiction was extensive, since in so 
large a city there would be se-^^'eral congregations,® and 
besides these he had the oversight of all the churches in the 
Province^ Each had its Presbyters, charged with the 
offices of administration and instruction ; and it appears that 
they had in many cases been demoralised by the example 
of the heretical teachers. The latter w^ere generally 

' ■ ^ Two . true womanly qualities : (i) .Motherli-ness, in the- widest .sense. ....* One- 
who is a motlier only to her own children is not a mother ; she is only a woman 
%vho has borne childrerv (Cleorge MacDonald), (2) Hospitality, so needful in 
those days when travellers went afoot. When Paul speaks of * the washing of the 
saints' feet’ (cf. 77ie .Days irf ADs Flesh, p. 203), he is recalling bis own experience 
in the course of bis missionary journeyings, when he had- found- a kindly- welcome ' 
iirnmny a humble home. 

.: Curss.s'.Chrys.,.Hiei', add a, correct gloss.- " 

® Cf. the multiplicity of synagogues' in Damascus. -(Ac. ix. '.a, . 20 ) and Salamis' ' 
.-■.(xiil...5.k ^ ■: .' - , ■ 

* Cf, If, 8: ip wavrl rovqj. Theod. Mops. ArgummUim: *ut omnem peragmni 
Asiam itnivorsara qme illo sunt ecclesias gubernaretA 
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cf, vi. s. mercenary adventurers, trading on thdr propaganda and 
reaping a rich harvest from the credulity of their dupes ; 
and their abundant emoluments had excited envy and dis- 
content in the breasts of the Presbyters. This unpleasant 
development had embarrassed Timothy, and the Apostle 
counsels him regarding it. He recognises that, in so far as 
the exactions of their sacred functions had impaired their 
livelihood, the Presbyters were entitled to remuneration, 
and there was a double claim on the Church’s generosity in 
the case of those who had devoted themselves absolutely to 
her service, especially in the way of preaching and the 
laborious office of ‘ discipline,’ the oral transmission of the 
Evangelic Tradition. That was fair, and it was sanctioned 
by the Scriptures ; yet it was far from justifying the Pres- 
byters in emulating the mercenary heretics and making a 
trade of religion. A decent livelihood was all that they 
should desire. 

It is plain that this delicate question had occasioned 
much heart-burning. Hard things had been said of the 
Presbyters, and Timothy’s handling of the situation had been 
injudicious. He had listened to evil reports, and had 
pronounced censure mthout strict investigation ; and some- 
times, when scandal had arisen, he was himself to blame. 
The simplicity which was credulous of malicious gossip, 
was credulous also of hypocritical pretension ; and he had 
ordained unworthy men to office. A little prudence would 
have averted these disasters ; for though a man’s true 
character may not always be apparent at the first glance, 
it cannot remain hidden. A discerning eye soon penetrates 
the hollow mask, and detects also the modest worth which 
‘ loves to be unknown and to be made of no reputation.’ 

17 Let the Elders who discharge their office honourably be 
counted worthy of double remuneration, especially those who 
nt. X.VV. 4; rstoil in word and discipline. For the Scripture says : ' Thou 
'f; shalt not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain ' ; 

19 and ‘worthy is the workman of his wage.’* Against an 
cx Dt. jdx. Elder never admit an accusation unless it be supported by two 
ao or three witn^es. As for those who sin, reprove them in the 
sight of all, that the rest may be deterred. 

* Not a quotation from Scripture but a proverbial maxim, quoted also by om 
Lord (cf. Lk, x. 7), 
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21 I solemnly charge you in the sight of God and Christ Jesus 
and the elect angels, that you observe these instructions ydth- 

22 out prejudice, doing nothing from partiality. Lay ordaining 
hands on no one hastily, and be not a party to other men's 

23 sins. Keep yourself pure. (Be no longer ‘ a water-drinker/ 
but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your 

24 frequent indispositions.^) There are some men whose sins are 
patent and lead the way to a judgment of them ; but there 
are some also w^hose sins dog their steps. Similarly, ' beautiful 
works ' are patent, and such as are otherwise cannot be con- 
cealed. 

At Ephesus, as in every gteat city of early days, the in- 
stitution of slavery constituted a problem for the Church. 
Christianity recognised the brotherhood of the children of 
men and their equal worth in the sight of the Universal 
Father, and in a community where the distinction of bond 
and free was cancelled, it was inevitable that the relation 
of masters and slaves should be increasingly complicated. 
The abolition of slaver}^ was indeed the necessary issue of the 
Gospel ; but at that early date it was still unperceived, and 
the only practical remedy for the unrest was the inculcation 
of that love which would reconcile masters and slaves and 
banish both cruelty and resentment. 

vi. I All who bear the yoke of slavery, let them deem their own 
masters w^orthy of every honour, that the Name of God and 
a the Discipline may not be calumniated. And those who have 
faithful masters, let them not despise them because they are 
brothers, but be the more devoted because the recipients of 
their good service are faithful and beloved. 

All these were problems incidental to the normal adminis- 
tration of the Church, and besides them there were troubles 
from without. Timothy 'was confronted with that vexatious 
heresy, and the Apostle concludes his counsels with a 
denunciation of its emissaries and their evil ways— their 
departure from the Evangelic Tradition, their conceit, their 
ignorance, their contentiousness, and, above all, their 
mercenary greed. It proves how scandalous: this- last was 

^ A (cf. p. 245), inserted in the margin after the letter was written 

as a needlwl corrective of Timothy’s disposition to asceticism. i^dpoiroTeiv was a 
good Greek word, but it carried a suggestion of contempt. In the Comic Pools 
%vas * a tlim-blooded fellow.’- 
2Q ; 
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and how perilous its contagion that, when he read over the 
letter, he was moved to enforce his warnings by entering on 
the margin an additional exhortation. 

3 Ali this teach and exhort. If any one teach otherwise and 
do not accede to healthful words — those of our Lord Jesus 

4 Christ — and the Discipline which is the norm of religion, he is 
swollen with windy pride, knowing nothing but distempered 
about questionings and verbal disputations which originate 

5 envy, strife, calumnies, evil suspicions, persistent wranglings 
on the part of men corrupted in their mind and bereft of the 

6 Truth. They think that religion is a source of profit. And 
religion is a great source of profit when contentment goes with 

7 it. For we carried nothing into the world, nor ^ can we carry 

8 anything out of it ; but if we have food and covering, these will 

9 suffice us. Those who would fain be rich fall into temptation 
and a snare and many desires which are witless and mischievous, 

10 since they sink men in wreck and ruin. For the love of money 
is the root of all evils, and some in their ambition for it have 
been led astray from the Faith and pierced themselves with 
many a pang. 

SI But you, man of God, flee from ail this, and pursue rigliteouS” 
laiiess, religion, faith, love, endurance, meekness. Face the 
Faith’s honourable contest ; win the Eternal Life for which you 
were called and made the honourable confession in the sight of 

13 many witnesses. charge in the sight of God who brings 
all tilings to life,- and Christ Jesus who at the bar of Pontius 

14 Pilate witnessed the honourable confession, is that you keep 
the commandment without spot or reproach until the Appearing 

15 of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and this will He display at His own 
seasons who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of the 

1 6 kingly and the Lord of the lordly, who alone possesses im- 
mortality, inhabiting light unapproachable, and whom no man 
ever saw or can see ; to whom be honour and might eternal. 
Amen. 

(Those who are rich in the present age charge not to be 
uplifted with conceit nor have their hope based on the visionari- 
ness of riches, but to repose it on God who affords us everything 
i 8 richly for our enjoyment, to be beneficent, to be rich in 
19 ' beautiful works,’ to be open-handed and liberal, storing up 
for themselves a sound foundation against the future, tliat 
they may win the real life.) ^ 

^ Omitting 5 'n, which is probably *an acckiental repetition of the last two letters 
of K 6 (rfiov, ON being read as OTI’ (W. II. Append.). 

® ‘bring to birth alive’ (cf. Ex. i. 17, 18, 22), a medical term {cL 

Hobart, Med. Lan^. of St. Luke^ p,. 155) ; elsewhere in N. T. only in Lk. xvH 
33, Ac. vii. 19. Cf. p. 5S9. 

* Another mar^nale, enforcing vers, 9, 10, 
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And now aftex his wont he takes the pen from Ms amaiiii- The 
ensis and writes the closing sentence :'.with; his own hand, 

The Evangelic Tradition was ' the. Church’s ■ most precious 
possession, and his last word is an earnest appeal to Timothy 
to preserve it inviolate and guard it from heretical corruption. 

30 O Timothy, guard the; deposit, shunning the profanE' 

BABBLINGS AND INCONGRUITIES ^ OF THE ‘ KNOWLEDGE ’ SO 

31 FALSELY NAMED. IT IS BY PROFESSING THIS THAT SOME HAVE' ■ 

MISSED THE MARK IN RELATION TO THE FAITH. GRACE BE WITH' ^ 

■"YOU ALL.; 

It was probably early in the year 63 that the Apostle had Progress to 
arrived at Colossse, and his sojourn in the valley of 
Lycus wDiild continue for several months. Since it would 
have been perilous for him to linger in that malarial region 
during the heat of midsummer, it may be inferred that he 
took his departure June at the latest ; and it is hardly 
doubtful that he would travel eastward into the adjacent 
Province of Galatia and visit his Churches at Pisidian 
Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. Thence he would 
proceed to Syrian Antioch, the metropolis of Gentile 
Christendom and the constant base of his missionary opera- 
tions; and he would arrive there in autumn, crossing the 
Taurus ere the passage w^as closed by the winter snows. 

This is indeed mere probability/ but it finds a measure of 
confirmation in the circumstance that in the sequel he 
appears in the company of Titus, that young Greek who had 
attended him and Barnabas from Antioch on their elee- 
mosynary mission to Jerusalem in the summer of 45,^ and ' 
who had subsequently acquitted Mmself so creditably in the 
difficult negotiations vdth the recalcitrant Church of Corinth.^ 

Antioch was the home of Titus, audit is .likely that he would 
return thither when Ms work in the West was done, and 
labour there during the Apostle’s long captivity.' It is' ' 
remarkable that Ms name is never 'mentioned in the. Book 

^ dvTiOiffeis^ supposed by critics who regard the Pastorals as Pauline fictions of 
2^^^ c., to be an express I’eference to Marcion’s work ‘The Antithesis.^ But 
dvri6€ffi% was a familiar term both in Classical and in Gonimon Greek (cf. J^Ioulton 
and Milligan, Vocab,), Perhaps the Apostle was thinking of the Gnostic ‘anti« 
theses’— God and the world, spirit and matter, light and darkness, etc. 

* Cf. pp. 73f. * Cf. pp. 340f., 345.: 
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of Acts, since, as it happened, he and Luke had hardly ever 
come into contact. He is known only from incidental 
allusions in Paul’s letters ; but these sufficiently testify to 
his rare qualities, and doubtless had the historian been 
permitted to complete his work, his later narrative would 
have rescued Titus from the obscurity which unfortunately 
invests him. 

The way was now open for the fulfilment of the Apostle’s 
long cherished design of continuing the westward progress 
of the Gospel and carrying it as far as Spain ; and he would 
set out on this momentous mission in the spring of 64, as 
soon as navigation was resumed on Feb. 8. He did not go 
alone. Luke and Titus accompanied him, and probably 
others. The ship would naturally call at the port of Ephesus, 
and he would land there and, in fulfilment of his promise, 
interview Timothy. With so large an enterprise in view 
he would make no long stay. The next station on the 
route was Corinth, and there in ordinary circumstances he 
would have continued his voyage to Italy, but that country 
was now closed against him. He had been banished from 
Rome on his acquittal in the spring of 62 ; and, moreover, 
it was probably at this very juncture that the world was 
startled by that appalling calamity, the conflagration of the 
Imperial capital. It broke out on July 19, 64, and raged 
for six days ; ^ and since the blame of it was fastened on 
the Christians, it would have been certain death had the 
Apostle and his company appeared in the vicinity while the 
popular fury was at its height. And so it appears that he 
avoided Italy and travelled overland through Epirus and 
Dalmatia. These were new countries to him, but he had 
long cherished the hope of visiting them. And already he 
was no stranger to their people ; for some seven years 
previously the Gospel had been diffused from Macedonia 
and Achaia to Illyricum, and along the route he would 
encounter Christian communities where his name was revered. 
On reaching the head of the Adriatic he would enter Venetia 
at Aquileia ; and, journeying westward, he would traverse 
Gallia Cisalpina until he reached the port of Massilia 
(Marseilles), and thence he v'ould take ship to Spain. 

■ ^ 'Ct Smt 
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Cl Rom* 

XV. 24, a8. 
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All this is merely inferential, but it appears less pre- Ministry m 
carious when it is remembered that Christianity was planted 
not only in Spain but in Gaul at a very early date, and St. 

Irenaeus appeals to the churches in these countries as witnesses 
to the Apostolic Tradition.^ The story of the Apostle’s 
fortunes on those fresh fields would have made a stirring 
chapter in his biography ; and here one poignantly realises 
how grievous is the loss entailed by the cutting short of 
Luke’s narrative. Regarding his ministry in Gaul there is 
indeed one uncertain suggestion. It seems that ‘ Galatia ’ 
was an alternative form of ‘ Gallia ’ ; ® and if there be truth 
in the ancient opinion that, w’hen the Apostle in the course 
of his last journey to Rome ' sent Crescens to Galatia,’ it 3 xim. iv 
was not to the Asiatic Province that he sent him but to 
Gallia Cisalpina, then it appears that his ministiy^ there had 
borne abiding fruit. As for his work in Spain, however, it 
is unillumined even by so doubtful a ray. The one certainty 
is that he would have no difficulty in obtaining a hearing 
for his message, since there were considerable Jewish colonies 
in Spain, especially along the eastern sea-board ; ® and in 
each city he would, according to his wont, visit the synagogue 
and discourse to the congregation. 

It was probably in the spring of 66 that he once more xheisiasd 
turned his face eastward. Whatever his success in Spain, 
he had at least accomplished his purpose of carrying the 
Gospel to ‘ the Boundary of the West ’ ; and he now heard 
the call of other lands where he had never yet preached. 

One was the island of Crete, wliich had doubtless lain on his 
heart ever since in the autumn of 59 he had surveyed it from 
the deck of the ship which was conveying him to Rome. 

It was a large island, measuring, according to Pliny,'* 270 
Roman miles in length, 50 at the broadest, and 589 in 
circumference. It was an irregular ridge of mountains, 
forming three groups — Mount Leuke to the west. Mount Ida 
in the middle, and Mount Dicte to the east. The coastline 
was broken by sharp promontories and deep bays, and the 

Iren. i. iii. 

® Ct Ligbtfootj Gal pp. 3, 31 ; Moulton and Milligan, '■ In 2 Tim. Iv. 'l# ^ 

Tisch., following and other authorities, reads raXXia*^. 

* Ci Schllrer, n. ii. p. 242* : * 
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surface was a tumble of hills and woodlands and fertile 
valleys.^ It was closely populated, and contained, according 
to Pliny, a hundred famous cities. The chief of these were 
Gortyna, betwixt Mount Ida and the southern coast, and 
Cnossus toward the north. Crete figures largely in ancient 
mythology. There was the storied Labyrinth, the creation 
of Daedalus and the prison of the Minotaur ; and at Mount 
Ida the infant Zeus had been nurtured, and his fabled tomb 
was the chief of the island’s sacred shrines. 

The people bore an evil reputation. Their falsehood was 
proverbial. ‘Cretising’ was synonymous with ‘hung,’ and 
‘ playing the Cretan with a Cretan ’ meant ‘ out-tricMng a 
trickster.’ ® They were avaricious and unscrupulous ; these 
vices, it was said, were indigenous, and the Cretans were 
the only people who counted them no disgrace.® The wine 
of Crete was famous,* and drunkenness prevailed. Even the 
women were addicted to it. It appears, moreover, from the 
record of history that the Cretans were a turbulent and 
lawless race. It was their complicity with the pirates, those 
pests of the Mediterranean, that provoked the war which 
issued in their subjugation to Rome by Metellus in the year 
67 B.c. ; and in later days they were still prone to sedition 
and rebellion. 

There were many Jews in Crete, especially in the cities ; ® 
and though not a few of them, like the family of the Cretan 
wife of the Jewish historian Josephus,® occupied the first 
rank in w^ealth and influence, they were frequently ring- 
leaders of disorder. They remained true to their ancestral 
faith, winning proselytes and making pilgrimages to the Holy 
City at the seasons of the great Feasts ; nor did their in- 
sularity exclude them from contemporary movements in 
the intellectual and religious domain. It is an evidence of 
this that the Gnostic ideas of the Province of Asia had been 
wafted across the ^Egean and taken root in the island. 

Crete had thus sore need of the Gospel. And it was 

^ Cf. Strabo, 475 : ml Sacretci ei/Kdpwmf, 

* Cf. Pint. JEm, FaiiL 2$. ® Polyb. vs. 46*. 

^ Juv. XIV. 270 f, 

* I Macc. XV. 23,5 Pbil. Leg. ad Caium^ 36 ; Jos. Jni. xvw. xsL 1 ; Ik, 

/fid, II. vii. I, Cf. p. 4. , ® Jos. Vii, 76, 
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Eatnral that the Apostle , should turn thither. He had 
already planted the Faith in the cduntries on the northern 
shores of the Mediterranean basin and in the islands of 
Cyprus and Melita ; and iiow, when he was warned by the 
decay of his physical powers and the increasing menace of 
his adversaries that the end was approaching, it would seem 
that the evangelisation of Crete, the one spot in the long 
circuit from Syria to Spain still untouched, would be the 
fitting crown of his life's labour. Of his mission in the island 
there is no record ; but he w’ould certainly follow his wonted 
procedure. He would visit the various cities, beginning 
perhaps with the capital Gortyna, and pass from place to 
place until he had traversed the whole island. It is plain from 
his references that he experienced to the full the obnoxious cf. Tit i 
idiosyncrasies of the Cretan character, since after his 
departure from their midst he attested the justice of the 
people's odious reputation. Nevertheless his work was in 
nowise unsuccessful. He won many converts and founded cf. ver. 5. 
numerous churches. 

He took his departure in the autumn, leaving Titus to His 
continue and consolidate the work, particularly by 
ordination of Presbjders in every city wLere a church had 12^ 
been formed. Much indeed had still to be done, and it would 
have been well for Crete could he have remained ; but it 
seems that he was exhausted by the protracted strain and 
designed to spend the approaching winter in some peaceful 
retreat. There was constant and easy communication 
between Crete and Cenchre^, the port of Corinth, and he 
would naturally voyage thither. He would find a cordial 
welcome among his numerousdriends in the Adiaian capital ; 

.and one of these was Apollos, who had doubtless fulfilled his^ 
intention of returning thither and' resuming the powerful cf. i Cor. 
ministry which had been interrupted by the unhappy con- 
troversy in the Corinthian Chuixh.^ • 

The Apostle's ultimate destination was uncertain wdien., he winter're- 
left Crete, but he present^ reached a decision and,, 'fixed 
upon Nicopolis for his winter residence.,;' It happens that ; , 
there were no fewer than eight, places w^hich bore this name, 
and it must remain questionable .which '',of these .i$;bere; : 

^ Cl pp. 240I, 323. 
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intoided. Tlie most famous is the city of Epirus which 
Augustus had founded and named Nicopolis, ‘ the City of 
Victory/ in commemoration of his triumph over Antony 
and Cleopatra in the year 31 b.c. Two others were in 
Thrace — one in the w'est on the river Nessus, and the second 
on the Hffimus in the east. A fourth was in Armenia. A 
fifth was in Bithynia on the Bosporus.^ A sixth was in 
Cilicia near the ridge of Amanus on the border of Cilicia and 
Syria.2 A seventh was in Judaea — the town whose Jewish 
name was Emmaus. And there w^as still another in Egypt 
near Alexandria.® St. Chrysostom took the Apostle to 
mean Nicopolis in Thrace, presumably the town on the 
Nessus ; but St. Jerome naturally thought of the famous 
city in Epirus, and this is the prevailing opinion. The 
probabilities, however, point rather to the Cilician Nicopolis, 
It was situated about equidistant from Tarsus, the Apostle’s 
birthplace, whither his heart would instinctively turn in his 
old age, and Syrian Antioch, the headquarters of his ministiy. 
It would recommend the Cilician town for his winter’s 
residence that it was within easy reach of both. And the 
very indefiniteness of his reference is perhaps determinant. 
Titus belonged to Syrian Antioch, and when the Apostle 
intimated to him his intention of ' wintering at Nicopolis,’ 
he would immediately think of the familiar town in his own 
Province of Syria-Cilicia. Any other Nicopolis would have 
required definition. 

On deciding where he would spend the winter Paul wrote 
to Titus ; and the purpose of the communication was not 
merely to acquaint the latter with his movements but to 
counsel him on the fitting discharge of his heavy responsi- 
bilities. His position was difficult, and the Apostle, besides 
writing much helpful advice, entrusted the conveyance ot 
the letter to two eminent Corinthians who would administer 
i. encouragement and inspiration. These were the brilliant 
Apollos and a converted Rabbi named Zenas.* 

* Plin. Nat. Hist. v. 43. • Strabo, 676. * Strabo, 795, 800. 

* According to subscript, in Syr®**, Theod. Mops. According to Cop. Vers 
the bearer of the letter was Artemas (ver. 12). 
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THE LETTER TO TITUS 

The address has a double purpose. It affirms Paul’s The 
apostleship, his title to speak with authority ; and it defines 
the Gospel message in view of the Cretan situation. The 
Chiistians there would be largely Jewish converts, and the 
adversaries of the Faith were chiefly Jews more or less 
imbued with the Asian Gnosticism. Accordingly the Apostle 
emphasises the historic antecedents of Christianity. It was 
no novel institution. It was based on the ancient Promise 
which Israel had trusted from generation to generation and 
which, he observes with a reference to the Cretan character, cf. i. is. 
was worthy of trust since it had been given by ‘ the God 
who never lies.’ That Promise had been defined ever more 
clearly by successive revelations, and the Gospel was its 
final fulfiiment. 

1. 1 Paul, a slave of God and an Apostle of Jesus Christ for the 
establishment of the faith of God’s chosen and the advance- 
ment of the knowledge of the truth which is the norm of 
2 religion and rests on the hope of life eternal which the God 
swho never lies promised ere the ages began, while at fitting 
seasons He manifested His Word in the message which was 
entrusted to me according to the commandment of our 
4 Saviour God : to Titus, a true child after a common faith. 

Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Saviour. 

The business of Titus was the consolidation of the Apostle’s Appoim- 
work in Crete. Converts had been won, but they would prcibvLs 
inevitably relapse unless provision were made for the con- 
firmation of their Christian profession and their instruction in iions.*'’ ' 
the Faith. And therefore it was necessary that the several 
congregations should be effectively organised. This was the 
business which had been entrusted to Titus ; and his prin- 
cipal task was the ordination of Presbyters in each com- 
munity. The Apostle reiterates the qualifications for the 
sacred office. The work of a Presbyter was mainly twofold : 
on the one hand, the communication and commendation of 
the Evangelic Discipline to the congregation ; and, on the 
other, the refutation of the objections of unbelievers. And 
his qualifications were an irreproachable character and 
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Local 

difficulties. 


Cf. Gal. ii. 

13 . 


■■Advice In' 
■■■:£iealmf , 
with these 


scriipiiious adherence to the Tradition as he had himself 
been instructed in it. 

s It was for tliis reason that I left you in Crete— -that you might 
put to rights what had still to be done, and appoint as Pres- 
byters in every city, according to the direction I gave you, 

6 men who have nothing laid to their charge/ faithful liiisbands, 
with believing children not accused of proiigacy or unruly in 

7 their behaviour. For an Overseer must, as a steward of God, 
be one who has nothing laid to his charge, not churlish^ or 
wrathful, or quarrelsome in his cups, or ready mtli Ms lists, 

8 or a dirty money-maker, but hospitable, a lover of the good, 

9 discreet, righteous, pious, self-controlled, maintaining the faith- 
ful Word as it was taught him, that he may be powerful 
both at exhorting on the healthful Discipline and at refuting 
our opponents. 

It was specially needful that Titus should insist on these 
qualifications in view of local circumstances — the moral 
laxity of the Cretan character and the activity of the Gnostic 
Judaists, especially their ascetic propaganda which, by its 
false ideal of holiness, issued in moral disaster. 

10 For there are many disorderly persons, futile talkers and 

11 deceivers, especially the champions of circumcision ; and their 
mouths you must shut, since they upset whole households by 
teaching what they should not for the sake of dirty money- 

12 making. Said one of them, a prophet of their own : 

‘ Cretans are ever liars, ill animals, indolent gluttons.' 

13 This testimony is true. W refute them with sharp 

i4severity, that they may be healthful in the Faith and give no 

heed to Jewish fables and precepts of men who turn their backs 
15 upon the Truth. Everything is clean to the dean ; but to the 
defiled and faithless nothing is clean ; no, their very mind and 
x 6 conscience are defiled. They profess to know God, but by 
their works they deny Him, being abominable and disobedient 
and for every good work worthless. 

The remedy lay in loyalty to the Evangelic Tradition, ' the 
healthful Discipline ' ; and the Apostle indicates what 
manner of exhortations Titus must address to the various 
classes of his hearers — the older men and women and the 
younger men. It is significant that, evidently for prudential 

^ Cf. Theophr. in (Jebb) : *The churlish person is the sort 

who, when asked ** Where is' so-and-so?’* says ** Don’t tother me,” and whem 
addressed does not answer.* 

* Eplmenides. Cf. pp. n, 24, 




rHE APOSTLE’S LATER MINISTRY 619 


reasons, he does not require Titus to address the younger 
women directly but relegates the task of schooling them to the 
older women. Titus w^as still comparatively young, and 
while it was expedient that he should refrain from personal 
dealing with the younger women, he w^as thus fitted for 
instructing the younger men ; and the Apostle reminds him 
that his most potent influence resided in the example of 
his personal character. In Crete as elsewhere Christianity 
wa-s confronted by the institution of slavery and the peculiar 
difficulties which it involved. Apparently the Cretan slaves 
were infected by the prevailing spirit, and the Apostle bids 
Titus exhort those converts who belonged to this unhappy 
order to eschew turbulence, insolence, and dishonesty, and by 
a display of kindly fidelity * adorn the Discipline of their 
Saviour God/ exliibiting the grace of Christianity by re- 
producing in their own persons the life of the Incarnate Lord. 

it. I But as for you, speak things which befit the healthful 

2 Discipline: that old men be sober, dignified, discreet, 

3 healthful by their faith, their love, their endurance; old 
women likewise reverend in demeanour, no slanderers or 

4 slaves to wine, exemplars of honour, schooling the young 

5 women to love their husbands and their children, to be 
discreet, pure, good housewives, kindly, submissive to their 
own husbands, that the Word of God may not be calumni- 

6, 7ated, The younger men likewise exhort to be discreet in 
every respect, presenting in your own person a pattern of 
‘ beautiful works ' — exactitude ^ in the Discipline, dignity, 

8 healthy speech which no one can condemn, that the opponent 
may be discomfited through having nothing bad to say 

9 about us. Bid slaves be submissive to their own masters 
in all circumstances and give satisfaction, never speaking 

10 back, never pilfering but displaying aE kindly fidelity, that 
they may adorn the Discipline of our Saviour God in all 
circumstances. 

All this he enforces by aU' apt A^id : beautiful quotation Quotati 
from the Teacher's Manual, and charges Titus, ^as his message' leShe 
is so august, to proclaim it with due authority. ■ /Let no one 
despise you.' If he remembered' the injunction to preserve ■' V 

repetition of the .. Tradition in. its proper ' 
purity..:" The. adject.: occurs. Ill a papyrus contract, with a 'wet-nurse binding her .to 
feed the child ^with her own milk, pure' and. 'uncorrupt^ /cal : [ ■ ' 

Cf. !»Ioulton and Milligan, Fera^. 
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the Tradition inviolate and bear himself with becoming 
dignity, no one would despise either his message or himself. - 

11 For ‘ the grace of God appeared fraught with salvation 

12 for all men, instmcting us to deny irreligion and worldly 
desires and live discreetly and righteously and religiously 

13 in the present age, awaiting the Blessed Hope, even the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Christ 

Ps.exxx.B, 14 Jesus, ^ who gave Himself for us that He might " ransom 

us from all lawlessness ” and " purify for Himself a people 
peculiarly His own,” eager for " beautiful works.” ’ 

15 Speak all this, and exhort and rebuke with all imperative- 
ness, Let no one despise you. 

Turbulence was not peculiar to the slaves. It was a ^ 
Cretan characteristic, and the Apostle enjoins Titus to 
inculcate respect for law^ and government and a neighbourly 
and peaceable disposition. Nor must he judge the Cretans : 
too severely. The unlovely qualities so conspicuous in them 
were, in- greater or less degree, universal in unregenerate 
humanity. It is, he says, quoting once more from the 
Teacher’s Manual, the mercy of God that has saved us ; 
and what the rich grace of His Holy Spirit has done for us 
it will do for them. That w^as the message which Titus must 
proclaim. And he must hold aloof from the foolish specula- 
tions and legalistic contentions of the adversaries of the 
Faith. Disputation is an unprofitable employment, availing 
nothing and issuing in worse hostility ; and where an 
encounter was inevitable, he should simply state the truth 
and, if it were rejected, decline further controversy^ 

la. I Remind them to be submissive to principalities and 
authorities, to obey m^strates, to be ready for every good 
a work, to calumniate no one, to be peaceable, sweetly reason- 

3 able, displaying all meekness toward all men. For we too 
were once witless, disobedient, deceived, slaves of various 
desires and indulgences, leading our lives in malice and envy, 

4 detestable and hating each other. But ‘ when the kindness 
s and philanthropy of our Saviour God appeared, not on the 


SXXVll. 23 

Dt. xi¥. 3. 


Coiiten- 
liousness 
and Its 
remedy. 



^ It appears from numerous instances in the papyri that this wa.s a regular 
formula among Greek Christians. It was indeed alien from the Pauline manner 
thus rkf Xpt<rT 6 v (cf. p. 426) j but linguistic evidence proves this passage 

a quotation from the Lucan Manual (cf. pp. 594f.), and it is therefore unneces- 
sary to PauHnise the formula by rendering it ungrammatically * the great God and 
our Saviour Christ Jesusd Cf. Moulton, /W. p. 84. 
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score of works — works in the way of righteousness — ^whidi we 
did, but according to His mercy He saved us through the 
slaver of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit whom 
He poured forth upon us richly through Jesus Christ our 
-Saviour, tliat, being accounted righteous by His grace, we 
might enter on our heritage according to the hope of life 
eternal.’ 

s Faithful is the word, and on all this I would have you 
insist, that those who have put their faith in God may be 
careful to practise ' beautiful works.’ These are beautiful 
9 and profitable for men. But foolish questions and genea- " 
logies and strife and legalistic quarrels avoid, for they are 

10 profitless and futile. With a factious person after admon- 

11 ishing him once or twice have nothing to do, knowing that 
a man of this sort is perverted ; he is a sinner and is self- 
condemned. 


And now the letter concludes with some personal matters. Personal 
The Apostle was retiring to Nicopolis, but he would only pass 
the winter there. Then he would set forth on a fresh mission 
and would require the assistance of Titus. In due time he 
would send a messenger to summon him, and this would be 
either Artemas or Tychicus. The latter was an old friend. 

He was an Ephesian,^ and when he last appeared, it was asEph. vi. 21 
the bearer of the encyclical to the Churches of Asia and^®’'"'^' 
the letter to Colossae. As for Artemas, this is his first and 
only mention ; and it may be that he was a young Corinthian 
or perhaps a Cretan convert who was accompanying the 
Apostle in the capacity of his attendant,® Zenas and Apollos 
were the bearers of the letter to Crete. They would make 
no long stay in the island, and Paul pointedly enjoins Titus 
to see to it that, when they took their departure, they were 
adequately provided for the homeward journey. It lay 
with the Cretan Church to furnish them ; and the Apostle, 
aware of the Cretan avarice, apprehended neglect. And, in 
case the plea of poverty might be offered, he takes occasion 
to bid Titus inculcate on the Cretan Christians the duty of 
industry, that they might earn an honest livelihood and dis- 
charge their just liabilities, 

IS When I send Artemas to you or Tychicus, do your best to 
join me at Nicopolis ; for there I have decided to winter, 

‘Cf. p. 371. Cf. p. 79- 



13 And equip Zenas, the Teacher of the Law A and Apollos for their 

14 journey as best you may, that they may lack nothing. And let 
our people also learn to practise honourable crafts for their 
necessary needs, that they may not live barren lives. 

The sign- 15 All my companions greet you. Greet our friends in 

manual. faITH. GrACE BE WITH YOU ALL. 

Wintering It WHS the winter of 66-67 that Paul spent at Nicopolis ; 

Nicopoiis. and while it was a season of much needed repose, it would 

Tit. iii. la. be no season of inactivity. ‘ Wintering ’ was a military 
phrase ; and, like a wise general, he would ‘ prepare in winter- 
quarters for the summer campaign.’ ^ His residence was in 
the very centre of the Province of Syria-Cilicia where, 
betwixt his conversion and his call to the Apostleship of the 
Gentiles, he had laboured for some nine years. He was thus 
in the midst of friends ; and while he refrained from travel, 
he w'ould receive numerous visitors and hold frequent com- 
munication, especially with Tarsus and Syrian Antioch. 

Cf. a Tim. He would, moreover, be daily engaged in the study of the 
ancient Scriptures, his constant companions. 

^ vofiiK 6 Sf a Scribe, a teacher of the Jewish Law* C£. Mt. xadL 35 ; eh 
a{f 7 m Fo/4t/c<5s=:Mk. xii. 28 ; eh twv ypajjLfiaHmv^ 
t Cf, Epict I. ii. 3a. 
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The advent of spring summoned him to resume his labour, a 
and he would doubtless repair to Syrian Antioch and them e 
set forth, with the Church's benediction, on a fresh mission. 

He did not go alone. The faithful Luke, his ‘ beloved 
physician/ had never left his side; Tychicus the Ephesian rit. Hi. 12. 
too had accompanied him to Nicopolis, and Titus ha,d been Cf. 2 l im. 
summoned thither from Crete. These three, at all events, 
bore him company. 

It appears that they betook themselves to the Province of The Pro- 
Asia; where the Gnostic heresy was still distracting 
churches. Paul would surely visit Ephesus, probably taking 
ship tloither from Seleuceia ; and it seems that his retinue 
was augmented at Ephesus by the accession of at least two 
old friends — Erastus, who during his ministry in the Asian 
capital had shared with Timothy the office of his attendant, Ac. xi.v. 22. 
and his fellow-townsman Trophimus. On his departure he 
visited other cities in the Province, among them Miletus, Cf. 2 Tim. 
where Trophimus fell sick and had to be left behind. 

The dream of his heart during the years of his missionary Resoimiou 
labours had been to visit the Imperial capital and win it for back 
Christ ; and it had been realised after a fashion when he 
was taken thither in bonds and pined 'in captivity for two 
long years. On his release, lie' was banished ■ from, Rome ; ' 
but he had clung to the hope of returning thither, and it ' 
seems that now, after the lapse of five years, he had resolved 
to venture back. It was a ' momentous enterprise, , and so 
powerfully did it appeal to his friends, in 'Asia that: some of 
them were ambitious to share it and .joined his train. Fore- cf. 2 Tim. 
most among these enthusiasts were Phygelus and Hermogenes. ^ 

I Conscious of the risk he was running, " he w’^ould fain visit Prog^T ?.3 

I by the way as many of his churches,, as he might ; and so, it 
L m 
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Macedonia appears, he determined not to take ship from Ephesus to 
to Cormth. ^>ut to travel overland through Macedonia to Achaia 
and thence proceed to Rome. Accordingly he turned his 
steps to Troas. During his stay there he was entertained by 
a Christian named Carpus ; and it perhaps betokens the 
burden of anxiety which pressed upon his heart in those 
cf. 2 Tim. days, that on his departure he forgot his mantle and his 
'''■ books, including his precious rolls of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. From Troas he would make the familiar passage 
to Neapolis, the port of Philippi ; and thence he travelled 
Cf. ver. 10. by Amphipolis and Apollonia to Thessalonica, where Demas 
joined his company.^ From Thessalonica he journeyed on 
to Corinth, and there, for some unspecified reason, Erastus 
remained. It may have been that his services were needed 
in Achaia, and with so large a retinue the Apostle could 
easily spare him. There also, perhaps, he parted \vith two 
others of his followers. Tidings of his progress toward 
Rome had, it would seem, reached the Churches of Dalmatia 
and Gallia Cisalpina, and they desired that he should travel 
thi ther overland and visit them en rottie. This was impractic- 
able, since his mission brooked no delay ; but he responded 
Cf. 2 Tim. to the appeal by despatching two delegates. To Dalmatia 
he sent Titus, and to Gaul Crescens who is otherwise unknown 
and who may perhaps have been one of his Asian followers. 
Romf ** With his retinue thus diminished he took ship for Rome. 
It w’ould be late in the summer of 67 when he arrived, and he 
found himself confronted bj? active hostility. His acquittal 
in the spring of 62 had been a grievous disappointment to the 
Roman Jews ; and when they heard of his return, they would 
bestir themselves to frustrate his design of propagating the 
Christian heresy in the capital. Nor was this a difficult 
task. His banishment from Rome had never been repealed, 
and Iris reappearance was a defiance of the. judicial sentence. 
It might indeed, after so long an interval, have been condoned 
by the authorities, who were concerned solely with the 
maintenance of public order ; but if the question were raised 
and the old quarrel rekindled, they would in all likelihood 
Arrest enforce the decree. Here the Jews recognised their oppor- 
tunity. They had an energetic leader in one Alexander, 

* Cf. p. ssz. 
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a Jew who plied the trade of coppersmith in the city.^ 

He delated the Apostle, and the latter was arrested. 

The Emperor was not then at Rome. In the autumn of Absenoe d 
66 he had betaken Mmself to Greece, where he played the 
inountebank after his manner by competing at the public 
games and winning a succession of easy victories.^ In the 
summer of 67 he had been present at the Isthmian Games, 
and in the autumn he was still at Corinth, busied with the 
ambitious project of cutting a canal across the Isthmus.^ 

Of course his absence did arrest the course of justice in the 
capital, and the Apostle would be arraigned before his 
representatives, perhaps the freedman Helius, who had been 
left in command of the city, or Nymphidius Sabiniis, the 
second Praetorian Prefect,^ who had remained when his 
colleague Sofonius Tigellinus accompanied their imperial 
master to the East.^" 

The initial stage in the proceedings was the prima actio or precogni- 
precognition ; ® and here he experienced a painful disappoint- 
ment. None of the Roman Christians had the courage to cf. 2 Tim, 
appear on his behalf. And indeed this is hardly surprising. 

The blame of the firing of Rome in midsummer 64 had been 
laid upon the Christians, and they had been subjected to 
savage reprisals,'^ and public odium still rested upon them. 

This aggravated the Apostle’s danger, and it would deter 
the Roman Christians from taking his part and refuting the 
charges which Alexander urged against him. Less excusable 
w^ere the friends who had accompanied him to the capital. 

So ^alarmed was Demas for Ms personal safety that he in- cf, iv. to. 
continently decamped and returned' home, to Thessalonica ; 
and the Asian contingent also took themselves off. Cf, 1 15. 

' The preliminary investigation might have concluded the Remanded 
case. ' Had the prisoner offered no defence, he would iorth- 
with have been condemned ; while, had he succeeded in 
establishing his innocence, he would have been acquitted* 

But neither happened. He had no advocate, and pleaded 

.person from, 'Alexander ot .Ephestis (cf. I Tim. 1. 20).. ■ 

® Cf. Lewin, Sac.^ i99Sf« 

® Midi 2053 - 55 “ * ^919, 1968. 


* Ihdi 1904. 
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Cf. Ac. 

«iv. 10-21, 
xxvi 1-23, 


0 . 2 Tim. 
iv. t6, 17. 

raithiul 
mends. ■■ 


Onesi- 

phorus. 


Letter to 
'rimothy, 


his own cause; and, as in the court of Felix and at his 
examination before Agrippa, his defence was a statement 
of the Gospel which he preached, defining its true nature and 
showing that it was no seditious propaganda. His very 
foiiornness threw him back upon God, and his impassioned 
pleading made a powerful appeal. It is an evidence of the 
profound impression which it produced that, unsupported 
as it was by witnesses, it convinced the court of the necessity 
of fuller investigation, and he was remanded to prison for 
further trial. 

It was no small success, and it justified him in hoping that 
his trial might issue in his acquittal. His case was indeed 
perilous, but it was in no wise desperate ; and as he lay in 
his cell, he would employ his mind in ordering the arguments 
which he would urge in his defence, taking counsel with God 
and staying his heart upon His sovereign will. Nor did he 
lack at that anxious crisis the support of human affection. 
Luke and Tychicus had both stood faithful ; and another 
friend presently appeared on the scene. This was Onesi- 
phorus. If there be any credibility in a romance of later 
days,^ he was an old acquaintance. He had belonged 
originally to the town of Iconium in Southern Galatia, and 
when the Apostle arrived there in the autumn of 48 after 
his expulsion from Pisidian Antioch, he was welcomed and 
entertained by him and his wife Lectra and their two sons, 
Simmias and Zeno.^ Be this as it may, Onesiphorus and his 
household were now resident at Ephesus, and he was a 
devoted member of the Church there. It seems that he was 
a deacon,® and he was zealous in the discharge of the charit- 
able functions belonging to his office. It happened that he 
had occasion to visit Rome in those days, probably on some 
business errand ; and on learning the Apostle's plight he 
fearlessly sought him out and gained admission to his cell. 
Since his visits were frequent, it would appear that he made 
a considerable stay in the capital, perhaps protracting his 
sojourn that he might cheer the venerable prisoner. 

In their converse they would talk much of Ephesus, and 

* Ad, Paul, et ThecL 2. 

I Several MSS.' mtrodu,ee their names in 2 Tim« !▼« 

• Ci i* sS, where the best authorities omit 
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the Apostle would inquire how the Church had been faring 
of late in the troubled city. He learned that the situation 
had in nowise eased. The Gnostic heresy was still active, 
and Timothy was still disheartened. A fresh apprehension 
invaded the Apostle’s mind. His Asian followers had 
returned home, and they would publish the story of his arrest 
and his perilous situation. He knew Timothy’s timidity, 
and he feared lest the heavj'' tidings should overwhelm Mm. 
And so he set about the writing of a letter which would 
rally his courage and keep him faithful to Ms charge. 


THE SECOND LETTER TO TIMOTHY 

At the outset he strikes the keynote of Ms message by- the The 
use of a novel formula. In Ms first letter to Timothy, writing 
amid Ms missionary activities, he styled Mmself ‘ an Apostle 
of Christ Jesus according to the command of God our 
Saviour ’ ; now, writing under the shadow’ of death, he 
styles himself ‘ an Apostle of Christ Jesus according to the 
promise of life in Christ Jesus.' 

i. I Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God 
a according to the promise of life in Christ Jesus, to Timothy, 
a beloved child. Grace, mercy, peace from God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

He begins with an exquisitely tender expression of Ms Expressien 
personal regard and affection for Timoth5^ Their long 
intimacy was a gracious memory which fiUed Ms heart with 
gratitude to God. It grieved Mm that so gentle a spirit 
should be so hardly bested, and he would fain be with Mm ; 
yet it reassured him when he thought of the beautiful faith 
wMch had sanctified Ms early home and which, he w^as 
confident, dwelt in Ms own heart. 

3 I am thankful to God, whom I serve as my ancestors did 
before me with a clean conscience, that I have such unceasing 
♦ remembrance of you in my prayers night and day. Mindful 
of your tears, I am longing to see you, that I may be filled 
s with joy ; and I recall the imafiected faith which is in you— -a 
faith wMch dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your 
mother Eunice, and I am persuaded that it dwells in you too. 
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Chsaiengfi It was this persuasion that had moved him to ordain 
Tmothfs Timothy to his hard ministry at Ephesus, and he bids him 
manbood. justify it. His position was indeed difficult, and tliis con- 
stituted a challenge to his manhood ; and recent events had 
only accentuated it. The Apostle's peril was an appeal to 
Timothy's chivalry and devotion, his faith in the Gospel 
which had divested death of its terror and irradiated the 
hereafter with the assurance of immortality. This glorious 
prospect was the Apostle's inspiration in that black strait. 
His destiny was in safe keeping : Christ would ' guard the 
deposit.' 

6 This is the reason why I remind you to fan into a flame God's 
gift of grace which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

7 For the spirit which God gave us is not a spirit of cowardice ; 

8 no, it is a spirit of power and love and mastery. Do not, then, 
be ashamed of the testimony which our Lord claims, nor of 
me His prisoner ; no, share my hardships for the Gospel, as 

9 God gives you power, He w-ho saved us and called us with a 
holy calling, not according to our works but according to His 
own purpose and the grace which was given us in Christ Jesus 

10 ere the ages began, and has now been manifested through the 
appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus. He has undone death 

11 and illumined life and incorruption through the Gospel, for 

12 which I was set as a herald and apostle and teacher. And 
that is the reason why I am suffering all this. Yet I am not 
ashamed ; for I know Him in whom I have reposed faith, and 
I am persuaded that He has the power to guard what I have 
deposited with Him against that Day. 

Conserva- This suggests a practical exhortation. His soul was the 
EvLgeiic^ ^ deposit ' which the Apostle had committed to Christ's 
Tradition, keeping ; but there was another deposit winch Christ had 
committed to His faithful ministers — the record of His 
revelation, that oral tradition wliich w^'as so gravely imperilled 
in those days by the legend-mongering of the Gnostic heretics. 
Its inviolate preservation and its transmission, unimpaired 
? the supicme duty of every 

,, , , , Xhristian teacher. .. There was as yet no written Gospel, 
but already Luke had anticipated his w’^ork as an Evangelist 
iTim.fis. by drawing up an outline of ' the healthful words of our. Lord 
Jesus Christ ’ ; and Paul bids Tiinothy make faithful and 
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t% Provide yourself, in the faith and love which are in Christ 
Jesus, wi th an outline of the healthful words which you heard 
14 irorn me. The genuine Deposit guard through the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in us. 

The Asians who had deserted the Apostle in his need had ExtmpUrj^ 
returned home, and Timothy had heard the story of his caksu 
arrest, particularly from, the , lips of the two ■ Ephesians, 
Phygeliis and Hermogenes. It was likely that their alarm: 
would create a panic in the Church, and by way of antidote 
he mentions the courage which Onesiphorus had displayed. 

It had greatly cheered him, and he invokes a blessing not 
only on Onesiphorus at Rome but on iiis household at 


25 You know this, that all your Asians turned their backs 
16 on me, and among them Phygelus and Hermogenes. The 
Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus ; for he 
many a time refreshed me, and he was not ashamed of my 
2 7 chain, but on his arrival in Rome he eagerly sought for me 
18 and found me. The Lord grant that he may find mercy 
from the Lord on that Day 1 And of all his service in the 
deaconship at Ephesus 3'Ou are very w^ell aware. 

It was not merely for personal reasons that he mentioned Exhorta- 
the incident. His hope was that so fine an example would 
shame the pusillanimity of Phygelus and Hermogenes and 
rally the Church, especially Timothy. And so he exhorts 
the latter to prosecute his ministiy in the strength of Christ's 
grace, particularly that transcendently important office — 
the guardianship of the Evangelic Tradition and the discipline 
of competent catechists, and to face the stern conflict 
manfully. Hardship was inevitable, but this is a condition of 
every gallant achievement. Think of the soldier and the 
athlete. And without it there is no reward. The husband- 
man is entitled to his harvest, but he must, win it by hard 
toil. All this is a parable ; and the truth finds its supreme 
exemplification in 'Jesus Christ, raised .from the dead, a 
descendant of David/ Observe The significance . of this ■ . 

appellation 'Jesus Christ' occurring . side ■ by side with 
' Christ Jesus ' the grace which Christ ' Jesus supplies,' 

'an honourable soldier of Christ Jesus/'' the salvation which 
is in Christ Jesus/ The'former— first ; Jesus,: then Christ—is 
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the order which the Synoptic Gospels follow, beginning with 
our Lord's humanity and rising to His deity ; the latter— 
first Christ, then Jesus— is the order of the Fourth Gospel, 
which begins in Eternity and tells how the Word became 
I Tim. i I, flesh. ^ 'Christ Jesus,' descending from Heaven and dis- 
covering the heart of the Unseen Father, is oiir Hope ; ‘ Jesus 
Christ,' sharing our mortal w^eakness and attaining, through 
suffering and death, to the glory at God's right hand, is our 
Example, inspiring us to endurance and assuring ns of 
ultimate triumph. 

ii. I You then, my child, find your power in the grace which 
« Christ Jesus supplies ; and what you beard from me with the 
corroboration of many witnesses, deposit in the keeping of 
faithful men, such as will be qualified in turn to teach 

3 others. Take your share of hardship as an honourable 

4 soldier of Christ Jesus. No one, when he goes a-soldiering, 
entangles himself with the business of his livelihood : his 
aim is to win the approval of the officer who enlisted him. 

3 And if one engages in an athletic contest, he is not crowned 

6 unless he have observed the rules of the contest. The 
husbandman who does the toil must be the first to participate 

7 in the fruits. Perceive my meaning : the Lord will give you 
understanding in every case. 

8 Keep in memory Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a 

9 descendant of David, according to my Gospel. It is in this 
Gospel's service that I am suffering hardship and have been 
put in bonds like a criminal. But the Word of God has not 

so been bound. Therefore I endure everything for the sake 
of His chosen, that they too may obtain salvation — the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus, and with ft glory eternal. 
II Faithful is the word : 

' If we died with Him, 

we shall also live with Him ; 
m If we endure, 

we shall also reign with Him } 

If we shall deny. 

He also will deny us ; 

S 3 If we are faithless, 

He remains faithful : 

Deny Himself He cannot/ 

The surest Siich was the message with which Timotly was charged, 
re u^a ion proclaiming and commending * t that he would 

heresy, most effectively counteract the heretical teachers. Con- 

»Gf, p. 379. 
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spicuoiis among the latter were two, Hymensens and Philetns, 
who allegorised the Christian promise of the Resurrection as 
signifying not a future consummation but a present experi- 
ence, the rising of the regenerate from the grave of their 
earthly bodies and' their realisation of the spiritual life.^ 

Such subtleties were indeed pernicious, poisoning men's 
minds: and operating like a stealthy ' cancer. But con- 
troversy was useless and harmful, issuing only in strife and 
embitterment. The surest refutation of error is the exhibition 
of the truth. And the truth was secure. It ’was an ancient cf. pt w 
fashion with the Israelites to publish their faith by inscribing 
holy texts above their doorways ; and the Church bore her 
seal. It was a double seal, one side visible to the eye of 
God alone and the other discernible by human judgment. 

What though there were impostors in the Christian com- 
munity ? The Lord recognised His own, and profession was 
tested by character. The commingling of true and false is 
meanwhile inevitable ; and just as the Lord had likened the Mt. xni 
Church to a field where wheat and tares grow side by side, 
so the Apostle likens her to a great house wliich contains 
both precious and worthless vessels. Timothy's duty was 
plain. He must shun evil and exhibit on his own life ' the 
broad seal of Heaven'; and he must seek lovingly and 
patiently to wnn the errorists to repentance. 

24 Remind men of all this, solemnly charging them in the sight 
of God to refrain from verbal disputation, a thing which 

15 serves no useful end and tends to subvert the hearers. Do your 
best to present yourself to God as sterling coin, a workman 

: ■ who has no need to be ashamed of his right handling of' the 

16 Word of Truth. As for profane babblings, avoid them ; for 

1 7 they will make further progress in irreligion, and their talk 
will keep eating like a cancer. Of this sort are Hymenseusand 

isFMletus. They have missed the mark in relation to the 
truth, saying that resurrection is an accomplished experience'; 
and they are upsetting the faith of some. 
x9 Yet God's firm foundation stands fast,'- bearing this seal 
' The Lord knows those who are His * and ^ Let every one who N«m. 
''names the Lord's name ", depart from unrighteousness/ 

:2o In a great house there are not only -gold and^ silver vessels but ■ ’ ' ’ 
also wooden and earthen, and s,ome for. honourable and others ■ 

^ The doctrine of the Naasenes '(Hippol v, 3). ' Cf-'lren, ii. xlviii., 2 ; .Tert-:., : 

De Cam, 19. 
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21 for dishonourable use. If, then, one clear himself out from 
the latter, he will be a vessel for honourable use, sanctified, 

22 serviceable to the master, prepared for every good work. Fly 
youthful desires, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peaceful 
fellowship with those who call on the Lord out of a clean heart. 

23 But with foolish and uninstructed questionings have nothing 

24 to do, knowing that they breed quarrels ; and a slave of the 
Lord must not quarrel but be gentle toward all, apt at teaching, 

25 patient of ill,^ in meekness instructing those who steel thern- 
seives against hirn,^ in the hope that God may grant them 

26 repentance issuing in full knowledge of the truth, and that, 
coming to their sober senses, they may escape from the Devil’s 
snare and be captured by him to serve God's wall. 

Those defections from the truth w^ere no surprise ; for they 
seemed to the Apostle, sharing as he did the primitive ex- 
pectation of the Lord's speedy return to judgment, pre- 
parations for the approaching consummation. He describes 
the abounding wickedness, dwelling especially on the malign 
machinations of the heretical teachers who, after the con- 
stant fashion of spiritualistic charlatans, found their readiest 
dupes in credulous and neurotic females. It is indeed a dark 
picture, and it is no wonder that it seemed to him prophetic 
of the end. In truth, however, iniquity alw^ays abounds, 
and it has appeared to devout souls in everj^ generation as 
though the world were hastening to its doom. The antidote 
lies in remembrance of the past ; and, not without incon- 
sistency, the Apostle proceeds to refute his ovm eschato- 
logical inference by reminding Timothy that the situation 
was in nowdse unprecedented. His Ephesian adversaries 
had their prototypes in the Egyptian magicians w'ho had 
opposed Moses and who in Jewish legend bore the names of 
Jannes and Jambres ; and they would be confounded like 
their predecessors. 

li. I But recognise this-— that in the last days distressful 

2 seasons will set in. For men will be lovers of "self, lovers of 
money, braggarts, swaggerers, calumniators, disobedient to 

3 parents, unthankful, unholy, destitute of natural affection, 
truceless, slanderers, uncontrolled, savage, no lovers of the 

4 good, betrayers, reckless, swollen with windy pride, loving 

„ 3 pleasure more than God, with an outward form of religion 

^ a medical term. Cf. Moultoii and Milligan, 

^ Cf. Moulton and Milligan, Vbc. under dynSiaTl0i^fn* 
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while they have denied its power. On these tnrn your back. 

6 For to this sort belong those who sneak into houses and 
captivate weak women heaped over with sins, the sport of 

7 capricious desires, always learning and ever powerless to 

Breach a Ml knowledge of the Truth. And even as Jannes cf. Ex. vU 

and Jambres ^ opposed Moses, so these also oppose the 
Truth, men mentally debased, counterfeit coin in relation to 

9 the Faith, However, they 'vM make no further progress ; 
for their mentality will be exposed just as it happened with 
the others. 

There was no occasion for disquietude, and the Apostle a personal 
introduces a personal appeal. It was nigh twenty years since 
Timothy had made his acquaintance, and throughout that 
long period the example of his father in Christ had been 
before his eyes. Among his childish memories were the 
persecutions which the Apostle had encountered in Galatia 
— at Antioch, Iconium, and his native town of Lystra^ — 
and the deliverances which had been vouchsafed him. 
Suffering was ine\dtable in Christ's service, and Timothy 
would not forget his master's example or belie his own early 
promise. These were dark days, and there was urgent and 
ever increasing need of faithful ser^dee. Timothy's difficul- 
ties were a challenge to his devotion, and it was accentuated 
by the prospect of the Apostle's death. Soon he would be 
gone and receive the crowm of his long conflict, and then it 
would lie with Timothy to continue his work and win the 
same reward. 

10 But you followed the course of my discipline, my conduct, 
my purpose, my faith, my patience, my love, my endurance, 

limy persecutions, my sufferings — ^what was done to me at 
Antioch, at Iconium, at L3^stra ; what persecutions I under- 

22W"ent, and how the Lord rescued me from them all. Yes, 
and all who vish to live religiously in Christ Jesus will be 

13 persecuted. But evil men and magicians ^ will progress from 

14 bad to worse, deceiving and deceived. But as for you, continue 
in all that you learned and were, assured of, knowing from 

^ The Rahbimea! names of the Egyptian magicians. Cf. Wetstein. Jewish 
fables w^ere employed by the Gnostic legend-mongers. Cf. Evan^. Nicod, {Ge$L 

® The successors of Jannes and Jambres. Like all the Gnostics {cf. Eus. JdtsA 
Ecd* IV, 7}, the Naasenes practised magic-incantations and exorcisms (cf. r Tim# 

Iv. 1), and they fotmd a fitting arena in Ephesus, the home of magic (cf. p. 22S)# 
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25 whom you learned it, and that since your infancy you have 
known the Sacred Writings which have power to give you 
the wisdom that issues in salvation through: faith in' Christ^ 

s6 Jesus. ‘ Every God-breathing scripture is also profitable in 
connection with discipline, with refutation, with correction, 

17 with instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be perfect, equipped for every good work/ ^ 
tv. I I solemnly charge you in the sight of God and of Christ 
Jesus who will soon judge living and dead, and by His Ap- 

sj pearing and His Kingdom : proclaim the Word ; be urgent in 
season, out of season ; refute, rebuke, exhort, always patient 

3 in your teaching. For there will be a season when they will 
not put up with the healthful Discipline, but, w^^anting to have 
their ears tickled, will accumulate teachers to suit their own 

4 desires, and from the Truth they 'will turn aw'ay their ears 

5 and be turned aside to their fables. But as for you, keep 
your sober senses in all circumstances ; suffer hardship ; do 

6 the work of an evangelist ; discharge your ministry. For 
Cl Phil ii already is the drink-oSering of my blood being poured forth, 

7 and the season for my unloosing has arrived. I have faced 
the honourable contest, I have finished the course, I have 

8 kept the Faith ; and now there is in store for me the crown 
of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all 
who have loved His Appearing. 

Adarkened TMs intimation of his certain and imminent martyrdom 
prospect, jg significant. Hitherto the letter has been a message of 
counsel and encouragement to Timothy, contemplating his 
Cf. 1 4. continuance at Ephesus and expressing the Apostle's longing 
to see him there again in the event of his release. But it 
seems as though at this point tidings had reached the 
prisoner which quenched his lingering hope. His case 

* A quotation from the Teacher’s Manual (cf. p. 594). may be 

(l) like ^/MTPev(r 7 o$, passive, ‘breathed by God,’ divinitus inspirata (Vulg.), Cf. 
Pint. Be Plac. PhiL 904 F; toi>s ovdpovs rovs deoTrv €}j<ttovs. Pseud. -Phoc)^. 121 : 
Tys 0^ ^eoTTPei^uTov (2) Like drrvevcrroSf eCfrycudros, active, ‘breathing 

God.’ Thus Marcus Eremita .^gyptius was 6 BedTpevcrros avr^p (Wetstein), 
‘breathing God’ as a flower breathes its perfume (cf. 2 Cor. ii. 15). Hence, 
since everything about a holy man is holy, it was used of some belonging of a 
holy man. Cf, Nonn. Paraphr. I. 99 : ifxivra OeoirpeijcrToio uredlXov^ ‘ the latchet 
of His God-breathing sandal.’ So here. It w^as properly the sacred writers, 
iittb UveijfioLros^Ayiov <l>ep 6 fi€voi (2 Pet. i. 2i), that were ‘ God-breatbing,’ but just 
as the Lord’s sandals were * God-breathing,’ so the sacred writings were ‘ God- 
breathing’ too. The passive sense, ‘every God-breathed scripture/ is inadmissible, 
the Scfipture, that Is the breath^of.God 
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had taken an adverse turn. • So.inetMng . '.had ■ ernerged, 
and whatever it may have been, it sealed his doom. . He 
recognised that his condemnation was certain, and he 
now alters his instructions to Timothy. He would never 
return to Ephesus and see him there * yet he would fain, 
see him again if only to bid him farewell. And so he 
charges him to leave Ephesus and hasten to Rome. There 
was no foreseeing how long Ms imprisonment might drag on 
ere he was brought to trial ; and he directs Timothy to 
convey to him the belongings which he had left at Troas — his 
mantle, of which he was feeling the need as the days grew 
chillier, and his manuscripts and rolls of the Old Testament 
Scriptures which, as St. Chr3'’’sostom suggests, he desired to 
bequeath to his faithful friends — and also to bring with him 
John Mark whom, after their happy reconciliation during his 
former imprisonnient at Rome, he had sent to Asia, and who 
was now labouring presumably at Ephesus.^ The reason 
which lie alleges is that in his desolation Mark's tendance 
would be helpful to him, and it was the more needful, since 
he was despatching his present attendant Tychicus to convey 
the latter to Ephesus ; but doubtless there also was a gracious 
intention in the request. It was a final testimony that the 
old quarrel was buried in oblivion. He would fain die at 
peace with all men. 

9r 10 Do your best to join me soon. For Demas abandoned me 
for love of the present age, and went his way to Thessalonica. 
iiCrescens went to Galatia,^ Titus to Dalmatia. Luke alone f;[ 

is with me. Bring Mark along with you ; for he is service- 
12 able in waiting upon me, and I am sending Tychicus^ to 
■ ,13 'Ephesus. The mantle ^ which I left at Troas in the house 
of Carpus, fetch when you come, and the books, especially 
.14 the parchments.® Alexander ; the coppersmith displayed 

^ Cf. p. 566, ® Cf. p. 613. 

^ dirc'crreiXa, epistolary aorist. Cf. p. 219. 

^ ((^atp6X^s), pmmla^ ‘mantle.* , Suidas : x^’^W(rKos* oE SI iraXaioi, 

itpmrfihu. (‘wrapper*). The word signified .also a portfolio ■ for carrying ' hooks^ 

Cf. Cbrys. : ivraWa to Ifidrioy \ 4 yer riyes B 4 tpmi rh ykwcrabKQfiov hBn 

® The ‘books* were probably documents of his own, written on papyrus, the 
common writing-material; while the ‘.parchments*: were ■ Iris , precious rolls 
{vohmim) of the O. T,, written on vellum. , Cf,. Theodrt,.;: rk 

ra Bipfiara* ' 
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Ps, ixii. 12; much rancour against me; 'the Lord will requite him 
Prov, Miv. 15 according to his works.’ And against him be you too on 
16 your guard; for he stoutly opposed our cause. At my first 
defence no one supported me, but all abandoned me; may 
1? it not be reckoned to their account ! However, the Lord stood 
by me and put power into me, that through me the message 
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles hear it ; and 
!'t.CTi.2i. was rescued ‘from the lion’s mouth.’ The Lord will 
deliver me from every evil work and bring me safe into 
His Heavenly Kingdom. Glory to Him for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


Closing The letter closes, after the accustomed manner, with 
greetings, personal greetings, and even here the Apostle’s disquietude 
intrudes. He sends greeting to his old friends Prisca and 
Aquila and to the family of good Onesiphorus; and then, 
with generous consideration, he pauses to do justice to an 
absent comrade. He has just described liis forlorn condition 
by way of justifying his request that Timothy and Mark 
should hasten to him. Of all the companions who had set 
forth with him from Asia, only Luke remained. Tychicus 
indeed had also stood faithful, but he the bearer of the 
letter to Ephesus and he would presently be gone. They 
had not all deserted him, and he has explained the absence 
of Crescens and Titus ; but now he bethinks himself that he 
has made no mention of Erastus, and, lest it should be 
inferred that he too had proved recreant, he repairs the 
omission and explains that ‘ Erastus had stayed at Corinth.’ 
And with a like purpose he mentions that Trophimus, another 
of his Ephesian followers, was absent inasmuch as he had 
fallen sick at Miletus. Then he reverts to his own urgent 
need. It was the autumn, and two or three weeks would 
. elapse ere his summons reached Ephesus. Since navigation 
was dangerous after the autumnal solstice and was entirely 
suspended after the first week of November, there was no 
time to lose. And so he amends his injunction : ‘ Do your 
best to join me soon.’ ‘ Do your best,’ he says, ‘ to come ere 
winter.’ And then, as though to prove that, little as they 
had availed him in his need, the Roman Christians were still 
true to him, he sends greetings not only from their leaders 
but from ‘ all the brothers,' 
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19 Greet Prisca and Aqiiila and the hotise of ' Onesiphoriis. 
jwErastus remaiaed , at , Coriiith,^ and TiOphimus I left at 
Miletus, ill . , 

2x Do your best to: come ere winter,-, Eubuius and Pudens 
and Lirms and Claudia .and ail the "brothers greet you. 

22 The Lord be with ' your spirit. Grace be with yoo 
ALE. ■ 


THE APOSTLE’S MARTYRDOM 


What It has appeared that in the course of the writing of his letter 
to Timothy the Apostle's case took an adverse turn. His 
doom; siiccessful defence at the preliminary examination had en- 
couraged the anticipation that his formal trial would issue 
cf. i. 4. in his acquittal ; and when he began the letter he cherished 
the hope that ere long he would rejoin Timothy at Ephesus. 
Cf. iv. 6-8. But presently the prospect was overclouded. His hope 
vanished. He recognised that his doom was sealed, and he 
Cf.iv.9,si. penned an urgent entreaty that Timothy should hasten to 
Rome and be with him at the end. What was it that had 
happened so untowardly ? Evidence is lacking, but there 
are two suggestions which are not without probability. 

(i) His de- At the precognition the Apostle had been arraigned on 
the old charge of seditious propagandism ; and, though it 
was aggravated by the calumny that it was the Christians 
who had fired the city in the year 64, he had succeeded in 
demonstrating its unreasonableness. It was likely that, if 
he were brought to trial on that score, he would be acquitted ; 
Cf. iv. 14, and it w'ould seem that Ms Jewish prosecutors, particularly 
Alexander the coppersmith, fearing lest their prey should 
escape, had resolved to concentrate on the circumstance 
that he bad been expelled from Rome five and a half years 
previously and had now returned in defiance of the edict. 
Here he could offer no defence, and his condemnation was 
inevitable. This is indeed mere conjecture, yet there is 
reason for it ; and it is this. Timothy, his companion 
during his first imprisonment, w^'Quld be included in the 
edict of expulsion in March 62, and in bidding him hasten 
Cf. iv. 15. to Rome the Apostle warns him of the danger which he would 
run, since it was likely that Alexander would proceed against 
him also. Nor was the apprehension groundless. At all 
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events some two years later the author of the anonymous 
Epistle to the Hebrews informs his readers that Timothy had 3ciii. 23. 
been set at liberty, and it is a reasonable inference that he 
had reached Rome ere the end and had been arrested.^ 

Luke ran the same risk, yet it does not appear that he was 
arrested ; and the fact that Timothy was assailed by Jewish 
animosity would seem to prove how fearlessly, despite his 
constitutional timidity, he had supported his beloved master. 

Nor is this the only suggestion. At the precognition in (a) The _ 
autumn Nero had been absent in Greece; but presently 
some state crisis had arisen, and he had been hastily sum- P'easur®- 
moned back to Rome.® The case of a poor Jewish stranger 
would naturally have concerned him nothing, but an incident 
had occurred which touched him closely. St. Chrysostom 
relates that, probably during the interval between liis 
arrival in the city and his arrest, Paul had encountered a 
beautiful concubine of the dissolute Emperor and had won 
her for Christ ; and when she refused to resume the un- 
hallowed alliance, the incensed tyrant wreaked his vengeance 
on the Apostle and had him sentenced to death.® 

There is intrinsic probability in the story, nor would His 
St. Chrysostom have lightly retailed a baseless fable ; and 
it strikingly illustrates the sudden change in the Apostle’s 
fortunes. The Emperor’s displeasure sealed his doom. It 
would be toward the close of the year when he was brought 
into court, and he was sentenced to execution, not, like the 
Apostle Peter who, according to tradition, was tried and 
condemned on the self-same day, by the servile supplichm 
of crucifixion but, as became a Roman citizen, by decapi- 
tation. 

It was a merciful ordinance of the Roman Senate that ten 

' 'That precious scriptiirej the Epistle to the Hebrews, is .certainly not Patifs 
work. Ancient: opinion is thus stated by St Jerome {CataL Script. EccL under 
Pattha Apostolus)”. ® The Epistle addressed to the Hebrews is not believed, on 
account of the difference of style and language, to be his work but a work either 
of Barnabas, according to Tertullian, or of the Evangelist Luke, according to 
■some, or of Clement afterward Bishop of the Roman Church,, who, they say, 
arranged and adorned the opinions of Paul in his own language/ It was an acute 
and attractive suggeftion of Luther that the author was ' Apollos, the. learned and ' 
eloquent Jewish Chtistian of Alexandria, ' 

^ Cf. Lewin, 2055. . . 

* Chrys. Vitup. Fit. Mmmt. ,1* fv,.- , ' : 
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days should elapse between the condemnation of a criminal 
and his execution in order that the Emperor, should he think 
fit, might grant him a free pardonp and though it was too 
often overridden by personal or poHtical animosity, it was 
doubtless observed in the Apostle’s case. He was con- 
ducted from the court and recommitted to his ceil, and on the 
tenth day he was led forth to death. It was customar}', 
especially when there was some likelihood of a popular 
demonstration, that an execution should take place outside 
the city ; ^ and so it was ordered in the case of Paul, perhaps 
in view of the turbulence of his Jewish enemies. The scene 
of Ms execution, according to the constant testimony of 
tradition,® was a spot subsequently known as Aquce Salvia 
some two miles southward from the Ostian Gate. It was 
excellently suited for a public spectacle, being a hollow- 
girt by low Mils and thus forming a sort of natural ampM- 
theatre. Thither he would be conducted by a detachment 
of the Pnetorian Guard under the command of a centurion, 
and the procession would be followed by a noisy and insulting 
rabble. For a mile and a quarter the route lay along the 
Ostian Way, passing to the right just outside the Ostian 
Gate the conspicuous Pyramid of Caius Cestius Epulo ; * 
and thence it diverged for three-quarters of a mile into the 
New Ardeatine Way, whence a lane leads down to Aqua 
Salvia. There his eyes were bound and Ms head laid on the 
block and severed by the headsman’s axe. 

This is the utmost that may be surely believed of the 
Apostle’s martyrdom ; and of all the devout imaginations of 
later days there is perhaps only one which is worthy of 
regard. In the valley of Aqua Salvia stand three churches, 
and one of these, named San Paolo alle Tre Fontane, occupies, 
it is affirmed, the very spot where he died.® The story is 
that, when his head was struck off, it rebounded thrice, 
and each time it smote the ground, a living fountain gushed 
forth possessing a healing virtue, whence the name Aqua 
Salvia, ‘ the Healing Waters.’ And there is a heart of 

* Cf. Suet. Tib. 75; Tac. Amt. ui. 51. * Cf. Tac. Bist. iv. 11. 

* C£. Aei. Petr, et Paul. 37 : rh !i raO &yhv HabXou (au/ia) dt ri/r ’ Oar rjir Ian 

dTb fjLiXltay StJo 

* Cl Baedeker, Central p. 339. * Mid.^ p, 44S. 
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truth in the beautiful legend. Like the superscription on 
the Cross in Hebrew and Greek and Latin, the Three Fountains 
aptly symbolise the Apostle’s Gospel of world-wide salvation. 

There is an early and steadfast tradition that he was His 
buried by the Ostian Way,i and the Church of San Paolo, 
on the site of a small church erected by the Emperor Con- 
stantine about a mile outside the Ostian Gate, marks his 
resting-place. The story is that after his execution his 
mutilated body was cast into the criminals’ charnel-house, 
and a Roman convert, a lady named Lucina, sought it and 
bore it away and buried it in her own garden.® There 
beside the city of his desire lies his mortal body, awaiting 
the day when, according to his Gospel, it shall be raised 
immortal and clothed with incorruption, and his undimmed 
eyes behold the City of God, the realisation of his wistful 
dream. 

^ Cf. the Roman Presbyter Caius in Eus. Bist Il» S5. 

? C£. Baedeker, Cenirai Italy, pp, 445 f. 
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Saul’s Birth at Tarsus , . • • ' ' . ® a»d. i 

In the Oratio Emomiastica in Principes Aposiolorum 
Peirum ei Pauhm, erroneously ascribed to Chrys., Paul’s 
career is thus summarised : rptaKovTasrkvre eSouXcwc Kvplf 
fL€Ta Tacrrjs irpo 6 vpi.las' reAecras rov vTTip Spapov 

dverraiHraTO m i^t^KOVTa oktco, * Tiilrty-five yeai'S he Served 
the Lord with aU eagerness ; and ha\dng finished his course 
in the cause of I'eligion he went to his rest about sixty- 
eight years of age/ The precision and confidence of this 
statement attest it as a recognised tradition ; and if it be 
accepted, then, since he was executed toward the close of 67 
{vid» infra), he was bom about the year i, five or six years 
later than our Lord (cf. The Days of His Fleshp^^. ii 1 ), 
and converted about 33. 

Martyrdom of Stephen , . . . . April 33 

From the activity of the Hellenist synagogues (cf. Ac. vi. 
9) it is probable that it was during the paschal week, when 
the city was thronged with foreign worshippers, that Stephen 
was arrested. In 33 the Passover fell on April 2 (cf. Lewiii, 
Fasti Sacri,'p, 2^1). 

Saul’s Conversion . • . . • summer of 33 

The persecution in Jerusalem w^as sharp and short, and 
as soon as he had finished the work there Saul set out for 
Damascus (cf. Ac. viii. 3, ix, i, 2). The thunder-storm (cf, ix. 
3) suggests tlie heat of midsummer. Moreover, it would seem 
to have been summer-time when he returned to Jerusalem 
three years later, since all the Apostles except Peter were 
then absent from the city, probably on missions. They 
would not travel in the winter' (cf. Mt. xxiv. 20). , ' ■ ' 

Stay at Damascus ■ . ' ' T . ■ summer 33 — summer 36 

A period of three years broken by a season of retirement 
in Arabia (Gal. i. 17, 18). Qt Ac, ix, 2 k-avat— 

a vague phrase denoting generally , ' a - considerable time 
(cl Ac. ix. 43, xviiL 18, xxvii. 7). . ItS: use here of a period 

' „ 845 
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of three years is precisely paralleled by i Ki. ii, 3S, 39 : 

' SMmei dwelt in Jerusalem many days And 

it came to pass at the end of three years, etc/ The order 
of events here is (i) confession of Jesus in the synagogues 
of Damascus ' for some days ' (Ac. ix. iq, 20) ; (2) retirement 
in Arabia (GaL i. 17) — perhaps several months ; (3) active 
propaganda in Damascus (Ac. ix. 22) — over two years. 

Fortnight's Visit to . Jerusalem (Ac. ix. 26-30 ; Gal. i.„ 18, 
19) ■ . summer 3,6^ 

In Tarsus and Syria-Cilicia (Ac. ix. 30 : Gal. i. 21) 

summer^ 36— summer 45. 

Agrippa’s Persecution • . spring and early summer 44 

Ac, xii. 1-23 is a digression explanatory of the situation 
presented in xi, 27-30. The persecution was in progress 
at Passover and terminated with Agrippa's sudden death 
during the celebration of the victorious return of the Emperor 
Claudius from Britain in spring 44 (cf. Jos. Ant xix. viii. 
2). The tidings would take some time to reach Judaea, 
and it would be summer ere the celebration was held. Cf. 
Lewin, 1674. 

Arrival at Antioch of Fugitive Prophets (Ac, xi. 27) 

late in 44 

Prediction of Famine (Ac. xi. 28) . • • spring 45 

Saul's call to Antioch (Ac. xi. 25. 26) • summer 45 

Eleemosynary Expedition to Jerusalem (Ac. xi. 30; GaL 
■ ii. i); ' . . ■ . summer, 46^ 

The famine happened under the procurators Cuspius 
Fadus and Tiberius Alexander (cf. Jos. AnL xx. v. 2) ; ix,, 
it began while the former was still in office and continued 
after the latter's accession. The administration of Fadus 
began in 44, and Alexander's ended in 48. The dividing 
year is unrecorded, but if each held office for equal terms, 
then it was 46 ; and thus the period of the famine was 45-46. 
Cf. Lewin, p. Ixix; i7oi.'':- Orosius indeed assigns the famine 
to the year 44 (vii. 6) ; but it appears that he has miscal- 
culated the events of ■Claudius' reign and antedated them all 
by a year (cf. Ramsay, SiJ. Paul the Traveller, p. 68). Further, 
if it was in the . fourteenth year after his conversion thal 
' Paul paid his'eleemos3mary visit to Jerasalem (cf. Gal. ii. i), 
then that visit fell in the summer of 46. 

Conference at Jerusalem , . , late summer 46 

It is assumed in the text that Gal. ii. i-io refers to Paul's 
second visit to Jerusalem (cf. Ac. xi. 29, 30, xii. 25). So 
Tert, Cofdra Mare, i, 20 ; Eus, Chrm. Pmck ; Calv* ; 
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Caspari, Chron, mi Geogr. Introd., 35; Ramsay, Si. Pml 
the Traveller, pp. 51-60 ; Lake, Earlier Episiles, pp, 279-86. 
Other views, however, have been taken ; i. Irenseus (iii. 
xiii.' 3) connected GaL ii. i-io, with the third visit (cf. Ac. 
XV. 1-29), identifying the conference with the Council at 
Jerusalem. And this is the general opinion in modern times 
(Grot., Neand., Baur, Meyer, Conybeare and Howson, 
Farrar, Weizsacker, Lightfoot). 2. Wieseler connected it 
with the fourth visit (cl Ac. xviii, 22). 3. Epiphanius 
(xxviii. 4) thought of the fifth visit (cf. Ac. xxi. 15 ff.), an 
opinion which no one shares. The choice lies between the 
second visit and the third ; and the evidence for the former 
is conclusive, (i) Pan! says that he ' went up in pursuance 
of a revelation* (Gal. ii. 2) ; and this can hardly be other 
than a reference to the prophecy of Agabus (cf. Ac. xi. 
27-30). At the third visit he went up by the Church's 
appointment (cl Ac. xv. 2). (2) IMav rok ookovctlv 

(Gal. ii. 2) implies a private conference and not an open 
discussion (cf. Ac. xv. 6, 22). (3) The argument in Gal. 

i. 17-ii. 10 is decisive. Paul maintains that he had received 
his Gospel from the Lord and not from the Twelve, and this 
he demonstrates by recounting his dealings with the latter. 
He specifies tw-o interviews, one three years and the other 
fourteen after his conversion, at neither of which had they 
questioned his doctrine ; and it would have been fatal to his 
argument had there actually been during the interval another 
interview (cf. Ac. xi. 29, 30) which he suppresses. Lightfoot 
pleads that it was legitimate for him to ignore the second 
visit since it fell, as he calculates, during Agrippa's per- 
secution and the Apostles had fled from the city, adducing 
by way of evidence that the Antiochene bounty was de- 
livered not to the Apostles but to the Elders (cf. Ac, xi. 30). 
But (a) * the Elders * is a generic term for the leaders of the 
Church and may include the Apostles (cf. i Pet. v, i). 
(b) A persecution which drove the Apostles from Jerusalem 
would have prevented the visit of the relief-party. In 
fact Agrippa's persecution had happened two years earlier. 
Nor (c) does it appear that the Apostles fled from it any more 
than from the fiercer persecution under Saul (cf. p. 46). It is 
indeed said that on his escape from prison Peter betook 
himself to Mary's house and then went ets roirop" 

(Ac. xii. 17) ; but this need not mean ' to another iownJ 
Rather * to another house * — ^his own lodging in the city. 

Unfortunately the chronological note ' then ' after an 
interval of fourteen years * (Gal. ii.T)— according to the 
ancient reckoning, thirteen full years — is- indecisive, since it' 
is questionable whether the starting-point; of the calculation 
is the conversion in 33 or the- previous visit in 36. On the 
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former and more probable view the occasion was, as the 
foregoing evidence proves, the eleemosynary visit in 46 
(Ac. xi. 29, 30) ; on the latter it would be the visit to the 
Council in 49 (cf. Ac. xv. 2). 

Saul's ¥ision in the Temple (Ac. xxii. 17-21) beginning of 47 
Generally connected with the first visit to Jerusalem 
(cf. Ac. ix. 26-30), but this is plainly its proper place, (i) 
The first visit was terminated not by a divine vision but 
by a Jewish plot. {2) The command that Saul should 
hasten from Jerusalem in order that he might be sent to the 
Gentiles was fulfilled not by his retiral to Tarsus (cf, ix. 
30), but by his despatch from Antioch on his first mission 
(cf. xiii. 1-3). Perhaps a confirmation is furnished by the 
textual variation in xii. 25. The situation there requires 
wreo-Tpeifav (A Sah Cop Arm iEthPJ') or dwh (DE Vulg.) 
TeponcraXvi/x, ‘ returned from Jerusalem ' ; but several im- 
portant authorities (NBHLP give lepovcraXy;^, 

‘ to Jerusalem/ probably (cf. Ramsay, Si the Traveller, 
pp. 63 f.) because the vision in the Temple was connected 
with xii. 25, and viriiTTp^^av {dirh) TepowaAjJ/x was then 
assimilated to v7roa*T/)c^<xvTt TcpovcraAT^ft (xxii. 17). 

First Mission • . . spring 47— midsummer 49 

The Departure . • . about beginning of March 47 

It fixes the terminus a quo and the terminus ad quern that 
they sailed direct from Seleuceia to Salamis (cf. Ac. xiii. 
4, 5), (i) Navigation ceased during the winter. It became 

dangerous after the autumnal equinox and was suspended 
from Nov. ii (cf. Veget. De Re Milit, v. 9) until Feb. 8 
(Piin. Nat. Hist. 11. 47). (2) On July ii the Etesian Winds 
set in and blew unintermittently from N.W. until Sept. 14 
(cf. Plin. Nat. Hist. 11. 47), and during their prevalence 
w^estward-bound ships held northward and crept along 
the coast of Asia Minor by the aid of land-breezes and tides 
(cf. Strabo, 683). This was the course of the ship by which 
Paul sailed from Caesarea in Aug. 59 on his voyage to Rome 
(cf. 491) ; and so also, according to Act. Barn, (xi-xiv), 
Barnabas and Mark on their second voyage to C}^prus (cl. 
Ac. XV. 39) coasted along to Anemurium in Cilicia and then 
struck across to Crommyon. As soon as a good harvest in 
March 47 was assured, the relief-party would be free to 
return to Antioch ; and Paul would hasten to obey his call 
and set forth on his mission. 

Cyprus v • • , • ® March — close of June 47 
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PisiDiAN Antioch . . beginning of Ang. — end of Oct. 47 

Pan! and Barnabas arrived here early in Ang. Ere they 
began their ministry some time elapsed, long enough for its 
becoming known that they were qualified to address the 
synagogue (cl, Ac. xiii. 14, 15) — probably about a fortnight. 
The rapture with the Jews (cf. vers. 44-47) would thus 
occur Oil the last Sabbath of Aug., and the subsequent 
diffusion of the Gospel throughout the Phrj^gian District 
(cf. ver. 49} involves a considerable time, quite two months, 

IcoNiUM , . . , ■ Nov. 47 — early summer 48. 

Cf. Ac. xiv, 3: iKamv jilv oity xpovov St€rpii/^a}\ 'they 
were away a considerable time.' The phrase implies a 
protracted period. Cf. p. 645. 

Lystm .... early summer— end of Aug. 4S 

The appearance of the Jewish grain-merchants (cf. p. 103) 
indicates the time of departure. 

Derbe Sept. 48 — midwinter 

Return through Southern Galatia midwnnter — spring 49 

Departure from Pisidian Antioch . ... spring 49 

They stayed to evangelise in the course of their journey 
through Pamphylia (cf. Ac. xiv. 25) ; and Paul, mindful 
of his pre\nous experience in that malarial region, would 
set out in time to reach the coast and put to sea ere the heat 
of midsummer. 

Departure FROM Attaleia '“June 49 

Arrival at Syrian Antioch ■midsiimraer'49 

Peter's Visit tO' Antioch and appearance of, Judaist Pro- 
pagandists . ■ . .. .. . close of 49 

■ The historical position of Gal. ii, ii ff. is much disputed. 
The decision turns mainly on questions : (i) whether 
Gal. ii. i-io refers to the Council at Jexiisaiem (cf. Ac. xv. 
1-29) or to a pre'vdous conference during the eleemosynary 
visit (cl Ac. xi. 29, 30; p. 74) ; and /f2) whether Gal. ii. 
II ff. pursues the chronological sequence so dearly indicated 
in the preceding narrative (cf. 18,,, -21, '"ii.'i)- or 'introduces 

an illustrative incident which may have preceded vers. i-io. 
Ligbtfoot, identifying Gal. ii. i-io with the Council and 
insisting on the continuance of chronological sequence, 
regards this visit of Peter to Antioch as subsequent to the 
Council and places it during the sojourn of Paul and Barnabas 
at Antioch after their return from J.erusalem (cf. Ac. xv, 
30-40). It seems incredible, ho\vever, that Peter should have 
deserted the cause of Gentile Christianity immediately' after 
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his advocacy of it at the Council ; and Lewln {X797) places 
the incident during PauFs stay at Antioch after his second 
mission (ci. Ac. xviii, 23, 24). Others, again, suppose that 
chronological sequence is abandoned at Gal. ii. ii, and, identi- 
fying vers, i-io with the Council, they^ regard the rencontre 
between Paul and Peter as having occurred not immediately 
before the Council but on the occasion of a visit of Peter to 
Antioch before the first mission of Paul and Barnabas, 
when he was, it is presumed, sent thither to inspect the 
original development of Gentile evangelisation (cf. Ac. 
xi. 26), This is apparently Ramsay's later opinion (cf. 
Cities of SL Paul, pp, 302 f.). The objection is that it 
supposes two distinct though precisely similar visits of 
Judaist propagandists to Antioch, one recorded by Paul 
(cf. Gal. ii. 12) and the other by Luke (cf. Ac. xv. i). The 
identification of Paul's ' certain from James ' with Luke's 
* certain men ' who ‘came down from Judaea ' claiming 
the authority of the Apostles and Elders at Jerusalem, 
i.e„ James and his colleagues (cf. Ac. xv. i, 24), is reasonable 
if not inevitable ; and it establishes the view of Lake (cf. 
Earlier Epistles, pp. 293 ff.), formerly shared by Ramsay 
(cf. St, Paul the l^raveller, pp. 158 ff. ; Hist, Comm, on Gal., 
pp. 304 ff.), that the chronological sequence is maintained 
througlioiit Gal. ii. ; that vers, i-io refer not to the Council 
but to a conference at the time of the famine ; and that 
vers. II ff. relate to the controversy at Antioch which 
occasioned the Council at Jerusalem. 

AT Jerusal^^^ i early in 50 

Second Mission . - . . . . ■ • • spring 50— May 53 



Departure FROM Syrian Antioch . , probably Apr. 50 

The * confirmation of the churches ' during the progress 
through the Province of Syria-Cilicia (cf . kc, xv. 41) elemands 
probably a Ml month, and the passage of the Taurus was 
impossible before the end of May (cf. p. 120). 

,Derbe , . . . June 50 

.Pisidian; ANxro^ ... ■ - ■ • . . . July 50 

It was the danger of venturing into the valley of the Lyciis 
during the heat of midsummer that deterred Paul from 
passing into the Province of Asia (cf. Ac, xvi. 6). Cf. p. 122. 

TroaS;', : ,, ; . ^ . . . Aug. 50 

Philippi Aug.~Dec. 50 

Thessalonxca Jan.— May 51 

considerable stay here is Implied by (i) the three weeks' 
mimstry in the-symagogue and the subsequent evangelisation 
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of the Gentile populace, and (a) the repeated receipt of relief 
from Philippi (ci p. 137). : 

Bercea • * . « .'May— Jtdy 5X 

Athens . ■ .Ang. 51 

Here Luke's suimiiary narrative {Ac. x'vii. ■ 14, 15) is 
elucidated by PauFs statement (cf. i Th. iii. 1-6). ' AAccording 
to the' former it might seem as though Silas and Timothy, 
notwithstanding PauFs .urgent' message, did ' not rejoin 
him until he had left Athens and settled at Corinth (cf . 
xviii, 5) ; but neither is this likely nor is it a reasonable 
construction of the narrative. It is Luke's manner after 
intimating an intention to leave his readers to assume 
that it was carried out. Cf. his statement of PauFs purpose 
to reach Jerusalem in time for Pentecost (xx. 16). So also 
in his Gospel: contrast Lk. vii. To with ML viii. 13. It 
must therefore be assumed that Silas and Timothy responded 
to PauFs appeal and presently joined him at Athens. And 
this is attested by i Tli. iii. i. Luke mentions both Silas 
and Timothj^ but Paul only Timothy since he is writing to 
the Thessalonians and Timothy was sent to them. Tlie 
plurs. i]vBoKrj(raiJ.€v, iTrl/xi/'a/jtci/ (i Th. iii. I, 2) imply the 
presence of Silas at Athens. This, then, is the course of 
events : (i) Silas and Timothy left by Paul at Beroea and 
instructed to join him at Athens (Ac, xvii. 15). (2) Silas 

and Timothy with Paul at Athens (i Th. iii. i). (3) Tinv 

othy sent to Thessalonica (i Th. iii. 1-5) aiid Silas probably 
to Philippi (Ac. xviii. 5 ; Phil iv. 15). (4) Paul removes 

from Athens to Corinth (Ac. xviii. i). (5) Silas and Timothj? 

return to Paul at Corinth from Macedonia (Ac. xviii. 5)-— 
the former from Thessaionica (i Th. iii. 6) and the latter 
probably from Philippi (Phil. iv. 15). 

PauFs stay at xAtliens can hardly have lasted less than a 
month in view of all that happened : (i) the return of the 
guides to Macedonia ; {2) the journey of Silas and Timothy 
to Athens; (3) their conference with Paul and their de- 
parture again for Macedonia ; (4) PauFs inspection of the 
city; (5) his discussions, evidently frequent (cf, imper. 
tmXiy€To ill Ac. xvii. 17), in synagogue and , market-place ; 
(6) Ms meeting with Stephanas ; , {7) his arraignment before 
the Court of the Areiopagos, 

Corinth .... ' ' . ' Sept. 51— close of Feb. 53 

The accession of Gallio to the .proconsulsMp ' of Achaia 
(Ac. xviii. 12) is an historical landmark,, and its date has been 
fixed by the discovery of a mutilated inscription at' Delphi. 
This is a letter of the' Emperor Claudius , apparently com 
finning certain of the city's ancient'’ privileges ; ".and it is 
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dated by Ms twenty-sixth acdamatio imperatona {[fivny^pirmp 
r]o K$) and mentions Galiio, in official terms, as liis ' friend 
and proconsul of Achaia' {[Auikuo? *lot»]rfos VaXkimr q 
^[lAosj ftov /ca[i dvdv .fraro*; [rijs HeilCC the twenty- 

sixth acdamatio fell in the year of Galliots proconsul- 
ship ; and this is determined by two data, (i) An inscription 
in the Carian city of Cys puts in the same year Ckiidiiis' 
twelfth irihunicia poiestas t-^or(rk), his fifth 

consulship, and his twenty-sixth acdamatio {avroKparopa rh 
eiKocTTui/ Kill Iktop). (2) Tlic Afcus Aqiice Claud-icB is 
dated by Ms twelfth tribunicia poiesias, his fifth consulslnp, 
and his twenty-seventh acdamatio. The arch was dedicated 
Aug. I, A.D. 52 ; and thus by comparison of the Carian 
inscription it appears that the twenty-seventh acdamtdio 
immediately preceded that date. Gallic assumed his pro- 
consulate during the Emperor s twelfth tribunicia poicstm 
and his fifth consulship and just before Ms twenty-seventh 
acdamatio ; i,e., at the beginning of the proconsular year 
on July I, 52. Cl P.E,F.Q. 51 , Jan. 190S, p. 5, Apr. 1908, 
pp. 163 f. ; Ramsay, Expositor, May, IQ09 ; Deissmann, 
St. Paul, Append. 1 . 

Ac. xviii. II is neither retrospective, indicating tiie time 
which Paul had already spent at Corinth, nor prospective, 
indicating the period between the accession of Galiio and 
Pauls departure. Vers, i-io relate his settlement, and 
ver. II states the time he spent in the city from his arrival 
to his departure. He w^as arraigned before Galiio soon after 
the latter's accession, probably in Aug. ; and thereafter he 
remained at Corinth iKavds — a vague phrase (cf, p. 645) 

denoting here some six months. 


Oct, 51 
Oct, 51 
Nov. 51 
July I, 52 
Aug. 52 


Arrival of Silas and Timothy from Bercea 
First Letter to the Thessalonians 
Second Letter to the Thessalonians . 

Accession of Gallic • • • , 

Arraignment before Gallic . 

Departure from Corinth « towards close of Feb. 53 

Arrival at Jerusalem . . * . early i\Iay 53 

The journey was protracted by (i) Paul s sickness at 
Cenchrese (cf. p. 189) and (2) the stoppage at Ephesus 
(cf. Ac, xviii. 19-21), but he would easily readi Jerusalem 
in time for Pentecost (cf. Ac, xviii, 21 T. K.), which fell that 
year on May 12 (cf, Lewin, p. 301). 


Return to Antioch 


toward dose of May 53 
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Letter to the Galatians . . ' . . Jime 53 

Paul paid three visits to Galatia: (i) from Aug. 47 to 
spring 49 in the course of his first Mission (cf. Ac. xiii. 14"- 
av. 23), (2) in early summer 50 at the beginning of his second 
Mission (cf. Ac. xvi. 1-5), and (3) in autumn 53 at the outset 
of his third Mission (cf. Ac. xviii. 23) ; and his statement 
dn]yy€XL(rdiJL'>)v vfjLiv to irpor^pov (Gal. iv, 13) places the letter 
between (2) and (3). The simple irpor^pov would mean merely 
' fonnerly ' (cf. 2 Cor. i. 15), but the art. marks a distinction 
between two conditions, either (i) a previous condition in 
contrast with the present (cf. Jo. vi. 62, ix. 8 ; i Tim. i. 13) 
or two past conditions. Had Paul been in Galatia when 
he said ^.mjyytXKjdpiqv vpiv rb TpoTcpov^ then TO TTporepov 
would have implied only one previous visit : " I preached 
to you on the former occasion, the last time I was here " ; 
but since he was wuiting to Galatia, it implies two previous 
visits : ‘ I preached to you on the former of the tv/o occasions 
when I visited you.* Hence the letter was written before 
the third visit in autumn 53. This is the terminus ad quern ; 
and it excludes both the opinions which prevailed among 
the Fathers. One, based on the fancy that the Apostle 
was a prisoner when he wrote (cf. iv. 20, vi. 17), is that the 
letter was written at Rome. Cf. subscript, in several MSS. : 
iypd(j>,] dno Tco/xr;s'. The Other is that it was written at 
Ephesus, and it has been largely approved in modem times. 
It is tenable only on the impossible assumption that Paul 
wrote the letter not during his Ephesian ministry after his 
third visit to Galatia but during his brief stoppage at the 
Asian capital in the course of his voyage between Cenchreas 
and Caesarea (cf. Ac. xviii. 19-21). Again, the terminus a 
quo is the second visit in early summer 50 ; and this excludes 
Calvin's opinion (cf. comment on ii. i), which is not without 
recent support, that, since Paul makes no appeal in his 
anti-Judaist argument to the Apostolic Decree, the letter 
must have been written before the Council of Jerusalem 
at the beginning of 50, perhaps in the course of his journey 
from Antioch to the Sacred Capital (cf. Ac. xv. 3), It has 
been assigned also, ’v^dth extreme unlikelihood, to his sojourn 
at Athens (Aug. 51), and again to his first Corinthian ministry 
(Sept. 51—- Feb. 53) ; but the probabilities point to his stay 
at Antioch' in summer 53 between his second and third 
Missions and just before his third visit to Galatia. The 
evidence is twofold : (i) the certainty that he would speedily 
repair to Galatia in order to retrieve the situation (cf . iv, 20) ; 
(2) the linguistic affinity between the Galatian letter and those 
belonging to the third Mission (cf. Append. VII, pp. 688 ff.), 
especially— as Theod. Mops, observes in his preface— 2 Cor. 
(ci Gal. vi. 7 with 2 Cor. ix. 6 ; Gal. i. 6-9 with 2 Cor, 
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xi. 4 ; Gal. vi. 15 with 2 Cor. v. 17 ; Gal. iv. 17, 18 with 2 
Cor. xi. 2 ; Gal. i. 10, v. 8 with 2 Cor. v. ii ; Gd. i, 9, v. 21 
with 2 Cor, xiii. 2 ; Gal. iii. 3 with 2 Cor. viii. 6 ; Gal. v. 15 
with 2 Cor. xi. 20). And, further, it should be considered 
that Rom. is an elaboration of the argument hastily sketched 
in Gal, (cf. p. 373), and the urgent demand for an adequate 
exposition required the intervention of the least possible 
delay. 

Third Mission . . « . • July 53— May 57 

Departure from Syrian Antioch . " • : ■ July 53: ■ 

Galatia ■. . . ■. . Aug.— beginning of Oct 53' 

Ephesus (cf Ac, xix. 8, 10; xx, 31) . . Oct. 53^ — ^Jan. 56 

First Letter to Corinth (lost) . . • autumn 54 

The evidence of the writing of this letter is the Apostle's 
reference to it (cf. i Cor. v. 9-11). Two fragments of it 
survive : (i) i Cor. vi. 12-20. This passage is a manifest 
interpolation, alien from the passage and marring the im- 
pressive close (vers. 9-11). And the repetition of iii. 16, 
vii. 23 in vi. 19, 20 is impossible in the same letter. More- 
over, when it is recognised that vii-xvi deals with a letter 
which had just arrived from Corinth in reply to the Apostle's 
previous letter of remonstrance and which submitted to him 
a series of questions suggested by that previous letter, the 
significance of various cross-references appears. Thus (i) 
vi. 13 occasioned the question about ' things sacrificed to 
idols ' (viii-xi. i) ; (ii) vi. 14 occasioned the question about 
the resurrection of the body (xv. 35) ; and (iii) vi. 20 
occasioned the question about slavery (vii. 21-24). (2) 2 Cor. 
vi. 14-vii. I. This also is plainly an interpolation. Observe 
how vi. 13 links with vii. 2. Again, the Corinthians' 
wonderment at 2 Cor. vi. 14 (in previous letter) occasioned 
X Cor. vii. 12-14 (in the Apostle's reply). 

This letter must have been written in autumn 54. When 
Paul was writing the first part (i-vi) of the ensuing letter 
(our ' I Cor.'), the Passover of 55, which fel that year on 
March 30 (cf. Lewin, p. 306), was approaching (cf. i Cor. 
V. 6-8) ; and between the two letters there was a considerable 
interval. Paul expected an answer to Ms fimt letter, and 
when none arrived, he was at lengtli moved to write another 
by the evE report of ' the people of Chloe ' (cf, i Cor. i. ii). 

SECoifD Letter to Corinth (our * i Cor.') begun Feb. 55 

Paul contemplated its delivery before Passover (cf. 

V. 6-8), 
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AmwAt AT Ephesus of Corinthian Deputies (i Cor. xvi. 17) 

Feb. 55 

Ib the early part of the letter (i-vi. ii) Paul proceeds 
upon the report of'Mhe people of Chloe'*'; at 'To.'!, he starts' 
answering a letter just to hand from Corinth. ' 

The Second Letter Despatched to . Corinth . , June '55 
. Since Paul , intimates his intention of ‘ remaining ' at 
: Ephesus until Pentecost/ i,e,, in the year 56, the letter must 
despatched after Pentecost 55, which fell that 
year on May 20 (cf. Lewdn, p. 306). The composition of the 
latter 'part of, the letter .would occupy a considerable time, 
involving as it did conference with the Corintliian delegates 
and careful consideration of the questions presented. 

Paul's Hasty Visit ' TO Corinth . autumn 53 

The evidence of this otherwise unrecorded episode is two- 
fold : (i) In his stern letter (2 Cor. x-xiii. 10) he refers to 
the visit which he had in contemplation and which he 
actually paid (cf. Ac. xx. 2, 3), as his tim'd visit to Corinth 
(cf. xii. 14, xiii. i), mentioning also a second visit which he 
had paid and reiterating a threat of disciplinary procedure 
which he had then intimated in the event of continued 
obduracy (cf. xiii. 2). (2) In his glad letter (2 Cor. i-ix, 

xiii. 11-14) after the trouble was ended he refers to a painful 
visit which he had paid to Corinth— an experience which 
he had determined never to repeat (cf. ii. i). 

This visit would involve hardly a month's absence from 
Ephesus. The wind at that season w^as N.W. (cf. p. 648), 
and the siiip would easily fetch Cenchrese in a week. The 
.return, with the wind on the quarter, .would be more ex- 
peditious. 

Steen Letter to Corinth (conveyed by Titus) 

toward close of 55 

■ This letter Paul expressly mentions in the subsequent 
glad letter (cf. 2 Cor, ii. 2-4, vii. S) ; .and there is strong 
■ : reason for recognising 2 Cor. x~xiii. 10 as the substance of 
it. I. Our ' 2 Cor.' is plainly composite : it breaks in two 
between ix. 15 and x. i. , The first, portion is a joyful and' 
affectionate congratulation of the Corinthians on their 
repentance and reformation; the second an indignant and 
unmeasured invective against their obduracy and insolence, 
2. The two portions are related by a nexus of cross-references. 
(1) In iii. I Paul protests that some personal apology which 
he has made is not a ■ resumption of the odious business of 
' self-commendation " : of this he- has already had enough, 
and it is no longer necessary.' His meaning, otherwise inex- 
plicable, appears when it is recognised: that "he is here re- 
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ferring to his elaborate ‘ self -commendation ' in the previous 
stem letter (cf. x. 7-xii. 10). {2) In xii. 20-xiii. 3 he intimates 
his determination to deal severely with the impenitent 
Corintinans when next he visited them and his distaste for 
the painful duty ; and in i. 23-ii. i he explains that it was 
this distaste that had kept him from visiting them sooner : 
he had stayed away in the hope that they would repent and 
thus render severity unnecessaiy. Cf. also ii. 3 with xiii. 10 
and ii. 9 with X. 6. 

There is a suggestive passage in St. Clement of Rome's 
Epistle to Corinthians (::dvii) in the last decade of i c . 
Referring to i Cor. i. 10-17, * * Take up the letter 

(tip' lTrLar 7 oX'i}v) of the blcssed Paul the Apostle : what did he 
WTite to you at the beginning of the Gospel ? ' The natural 
inference is that Clement knew only one letter of Paul to 
the Corinthians — our ' i Cor. ' ; and this is confirmed by the 
^ circumstance that he never quotes from or alludes to our 
* * 2 Cor.' The fact would seem to be that only * i Cor./ 
that elaborate discussion of universally interesting questions, 
was at the outset generally circulated in the Church; but 
by and by, in justice to the Corinthians, the Apostle's glad 
letter of congratulation (2 Cor. i-ix, xiii. 11-14) was published, 
all the more readilj^ that it had, by his desire (cf. i. i), been 
originally communicated to the neighbouring churches in 
the Province of Achaia. Many references in the two letters 
were obscure to strangers, and, in order to elucidate these, 
fragments of the rest of the correspondence were inter- 
polated — two passages of the first letter (i Cor. vi. 12-20 ; 
2 Cor. vi. 14-vii. i) and the bulk of the third (2 Cor. x-xiii. 
10). 

Riot at Ephesus and Flight of Paul . . Jan. 56 

Troas . . . . . . till early summer 56 

Macedonia . . early summer — ^beginning of Dec. 56 

Glad Letter to Corinth (2 Cor. i-ix, xiii. 11-14) Sept. 56 
It seems (cf. v. i) that Paul wrote at the joyous season of 
the Feast of Tabernacles, which fell that year on Sept. 13 
(cf. Lewin, p. 307) 

Corinth (Ac. xx. 3) . . early Dec. 56— early March 57 

Here the encyclical on Justification by Faith (' the Epistle 
to the Romans '), 

Departure from Corinth . . . early March 57 

Evidently Paul’s first intention was to reach Jerusalem 
in time for Passover, which fell that year on Apr. 7 (cf. 




Philippi (Ac. xx. 6) . . , , Passover 57 

The paschal season extended from sunset (when, according 
to Jewish reckoning, the day began) Apr. 6 to sunset Apr; 14. 


Troas V : , ^ ■ • Apr. 19-25, 57 

Being in haste to keep their appointment at Troas (cl 
Ac. XX. 5) they would set out from Philippi immediately 
ondhe conclusion of the Feast. The passage from Neapolis 
to Troas occupied four Mi days (ci Ac. xx. 6 : a^pi^ 
ffcrre, where Cod. Bez. (D) has re/AirTatot, ' on the fifth day J ; 
and they stayed at Troas' seven days, reckoning from the day 
of their arrival. ■ 

Troas TO Assos (cf. Ac. xx. 7, ii) « Monday, Apr. 26, 57 
AssoS' TO' Mitylene • ■ , Tuesday, Apr. 27, 57 

Mitylene to Chios . ' . « • Wednesday, Apr. 28, 57 

Chios to Trogyllium » * * Thursday, Apr. 29, 57 

Trogyllium to Miletus . . « Friday, Apr. 30, 57 

ll^TERVIEW WITH EpHESIAN ElDERS 

night of Saturday, May i, 57 
The Eiders would arrive at Miletus on the evening of 
May I, and it appears that the interview took place by night 
since at its close ' they escorted him to the ship * (Ac. xx. 
38), which sailed with the morning breeze. 

Miletus to Cos . . • * Sunday, May 2, 57 

Cos TO Rhodes • , « . Monday, May 3, 57 

Jerusalem , . . eve of Pentecost, May 27, 57 

Pentecost fell this j^ear on May 28 (cf. Lewin, p. 311). 

Trial before Sanhedrin « • « , May 31, 57 

Arrival at Caesarea « ■ « « . June 2, 57 

Trial before Felix . * . ■ . • June 7, 57 

Twelve days elapsed between PauFs arrival at Jerusalem 
and his trial at Csesarea (cf. Ac. xxiv. ii), and they are 
probably computed thus : (i) the day of his arrival at 
Jerusalem (xxi. 17)— May 27 ; (2) the day of the meeting 
of Presbytery (vers. 18-25)— May 28 ; (3) the day wlien he 
presented himself in the Temple with the four Nazirites 
(ver. 26) — May 29 ; {4) the day of purgation and the riot 
(ver, 27-xxii. 29) — May 30 ; (5) ,the day of his trial before 
the Sanhedrin (xxii. 30-xxiii. ; ii)— May :3i ; , (6) ' the day 
of the conspiracy to assassinate him and Hs conveyance 
from Jerusalem (vers. 12-31)- -June x ; -(7). the day of Ms 
zr 
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arrival at C^sarea (vers. 32-35) — June 2 ; (8-12) five days 
of waiting for his accusers (xxiv. i) — June 3-7. 

Imprisonment at C-®sarea for two futt Years (Ac. xxiv. 27) 

June 57~July 59 

His imprisonment terminated on the recall of Felix and 
the accession of Festus. The external evidence of the date 
is uncertain, but it points to 58 at the earliest and 60 at the 
latest (cf. Schiirer, i. ii. pp. 182 £f.). From the narrative 
of the Book of Acts it appears to have been the year 59, 
and Festus w^ould, in due course, assume office on July i. 

Trial before Festus . . about the middle of July 59 

Examination before Agrippa . about the close of July 59 
After his accession on July i Festus stayed three days at 
Caesarea and then visited Jerusalem (cf. Ac. xxv. i). The 
upward journe}^ would take two days, his visit lasted eight 
or ten (cf. ver. 6), and the return to Caesarea would take two 
more. The day after his return Paul was arraigned before 
him (cf. ver. 6). After an interval of * some days ' (cf. ver. 
13), perhaps two or three, Agrippa arrived at Caesarea. 
His stay lasted ‘ a good many days,’ TrAetoi*? (ver. 

14 ; cf. xxi. 10), probably a full week ; and it was in the 
course of it, probably tow’ard the close, that Paul made his 
defence before him (cf. vers. 22, 23). 

Embarkation for Rome Aug. 59 

Ax Fair Havens, Crete * • . , early in Oct. 59 

The Fast (Ac. xxvii. 9), i.e., the Day of Atonement (cf. 
Lev. xvi. 29, 30), fell in the year 59 on Oct. 5, five days 
before the Feast of Tabernacles (Oct. 10). Cf. Lewin, 
p. 318. They left Fair Havens about the middle of Oct., 
sailed slowly westw^ard till the gale broke, then made the 
ship snug and drifted for a fortnight ere discovering land 
(cf. xxvii. 27). 

Shipwreck on Melita . « * beginning of Nov. 59 

Departure from Melita Feb. 8, 60 

On the resumption of navigation (cf. p. 64S) after three 
months on the island (cf. Ac, xxviii, ii). 

Arrival at Puteoli .... about Feb. 18, 60 
The course- of some 100 miles from Melita to Syracuse 
would be accomplished in twenty-four hours ; at Syracuse 
they stayed three days ; thence it would take two or three 
days to beat up to Rhegium, where they stayed some twenty- 
four hours ; the run of about 200 miles from Rhegium to 
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Pttteoli with a fair wind took some twenty-four hours (cf. 

, .'.xxviii, 13),: in all, some nine days. ^ . 

Departure from PuteoeI' (cf. Ac. xxviii. 14) about Feb. 25, 60 

.Arej^ae at . Rome . ■ . . . . first week of March 60 

; Puteoli to Rome along the Appiah Way from 
' Sinuessa was about 130 miles' march. 

First Roman Imprisonment (cf. Ac. xxviii. 30) 

March 60 — March 62 

■ Arrival of Epaphroditus from Philippi midsummer 60 

Letter to Philippi . . , . . ' Nov. 60 

The Apostle was a prisoner when he wrote this letter (cf. 
i. 12-14, 17), and the imprisonment in question is certainly, 
according to ancient tradition, the first at Rome and not, 
according to Paulus and a few others, the earlier imprisonment 
at Csesarea (June 57 — July 59). On the latter view eV 6 km 
7 <l TTpairmpL(i) (i. 13) would refer to ‘ the Prsetoriuni of 
Herod ' (cf. Ac. xxiii. 35), the official residence of the Pro- 
curator. ]6ut ol €K rrj^ KaLfxapo^ oucta<; (iv. 22) plainly 
indicates Rome. Nor is it mthout significance that it is 
in the Philippian letter that the conception of the Church as 
the Civitas Dei first appears in the Apostle's thought (cf. 
p. 512). The ideal was inspired by the spectacle of the 
Imperial City. 

Arrival of Tychicus from Ephesus toward the close of 6i 

Encyclical to the Churches of Asia] ' , , , , 

(‘ Epistle to Ephesians ') I despatched about 

beginning of 62 

Letters to Colossje and Philemon i - 


These three letters form a distinct group. Eph, and Col. 
were conveyed by the same messenger, Tychicus (cf, Eph. 
vi. 21 ; Col. iv. 7), and Phm. is linked to them by the cir- 
cumstance that Onesimus accompanied Tychicus (cf. Col. 
iv. 9; Phm. 10-12). The Apostle was a prisoner wffien he 
\ wrote all three (cf. Eph. Hi. i, iv. i ; ■ Col. iv. 18 ; Phm. 
I, 9, to, 13). Ancient tradition assigns the group to the 
■ Roman imprisonment, but not a few moderns (including, 
Meyer and Bernhard Weiss) have referred them to ,the im- 
prisonment at Caisarea, chiefly on the twofold ground (i) 
that, the fugitive Onesimus could more easily have fled' to 
; Cffisarea then to distant Rome, and (2) that if . the letters had 
been despatched, from Rome, Tj^chicus and- Onesimus would ' 
' have' ^travelled first to Ephesus m route for Colossae, and 
then the Apostle must have mentioned Onesimus in the 
Ephesian letter. But (i) Rome offered a safer refuge for the 
runaway than the provincial town of Caesarea, and, though 
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more remote, it was in fact more easily accessible whether 
by ship from Ephesus or by the overland route along the 
Egnatian Way; and (2} Eph,, being an encyclical lacks 
all personal references. Moreover, their imperial conception 
of the Church (cf. p. 533) suggests that Eph. and Col., like 
Phil., were written at Rome, They were written after 
Phil, when the Apostle’s imprisonment was nearing its end. 
His trial had been fixed, and he was confident of the issue 
(cf. Phm. 23). His acquittal was no longer, as when lie 
wrote Phil. (cf. i, 20-26, ii. 24) a question but a certaiiit3^ 


Trial and Acquittal 




March 

63 

At Ephesus 



• ■■ 

Apr. 

62 

In Macedonia . 

■ « ' . # . 


tiU 

close of 

62 

At Colossi 

» « 

early in i 

33 till June 

First Letter to Timothy 

* 

• 


early in 

63 

Progress through Southern 

Galatia 

• 

♦late 

summer 

63 

At Syrian Antioch 

• • ■ 

• 

winter 63- 

-64 

Mission to Gaul and Spain 


spring 64- 

—spring 

66 

Evangelisation of Crete 

• 

* 

summer of 

66 

Letter to Titus 

» « 

m 

late 

autumn 

66 

Written probably from 

Corinth 

on the eve 

of Paul’s 

departure for Nicopolis (cf. 

iii. 12). 





At Nicopolis ... 



■ Avinter '66 

-67 

Departure on Westward Mission . 



spring 


Arrival at Rome , 



late 

summer 

67 

Arrest and Precognition 


. 

. 

Sept. 

67 

Second Letter to Timothy 

not later than 

close 

of Sept 

67 


The letter was written during the Apostle’s imprisonment 
between his precognition and his trial (cf. iv. 16, 17}, and he 
urges Timothy to make haste and join him at Rome ere 
winter (ci iv. g, 21}, i.e,, before the suspension of navigation 
on Nov, II (cf. p. 648). Since it would take some six week,-, 
for the letter to reach Ephesus and Timothy to make the 
voyage to Rome, the letter must have been written by the 
close of Sept, at the latest. The overland route from Ephesus 
to Rome took, about twice as long as the direct voyage ; 
and PaiiPs solicitude lest Timothy should miss the last 
maritime connection shows that he contemplated an early 




TRiAt AND Execution Ten Days Later 


toward the close of Nov. 67 
According to St. Jerome {Catcd. Script. Eccl.) the Apostle 
was martyred m the fourteenth year of Nero, between 
Oct. 13, 67, and June 9. 68, since Nero reigned from Oct. 13 
54 > June 9> 68 (cf. Lewin, 1802 f., 2066). According 
to Epiphanius {Ear. xxvn. 6), in the twelfth year of 
(eVt 8 <oSck(£t<{)_ lT£t Nc/)<ovos) ; according to Eusebius 
tliG tliirtG6iitli ycEr. 66 is th.6 ycsr Rcccptcd 
by the ecclesiastical calendar, which commemorates the 
martyrdom on June 29, following here the anonymous 
Martyrium Pauli prefixed to the works of (Ecmnenius. 
The chronology of the Martyrium, however, is palpably 
erroneous ; and June 29 is inconsistent with the Apostle's 
datum (cf. z Tim. iv. 9, 21). 



n 


THE NARRATIVES OF' SAULS,: CONVERSION 

There are three narratives of SanFs conversion in the Book of 
Acts. The first the historian's (ix, 3-9) ; and the second and 
third are his own — ^the former occurring in his speech to the mob 
from the stairway of the Castle at Jerusalem (xxii. 6-11), and the 
latter in his address to Agrippa at Ccesarea (xx\d. 12-18). And 
these exhibit tw^o apparent divergences. 

1. In ix. 4 and xxii. 7 it is said that after the blaze of light 
Sanl fen to the earth, whereas in xxvi. 14 it is pointedly stated 
that they all — ^he and his attendants— fell. The fact is that tlie 
whole company fell prostrate, but, whereas his attendants quickly 
recovered from their panic and arose, Saul lay stiU, engaged with 
the vision which was hidden from them. When aU was over, he 
— ^not ' arose ' but — * was raised * {y)y^pOri) by them (ix. 8). 

2. In ix. 7 it is said that the attendants * stood mute, hearing 

the voice, but beholding no man * ; while in xxii. 9 it is said: 
* they beheld the light, but they did not hear the voice of Him 
that talked to me.' This seems a manifest contradiction ; and 
if it were real, it would be equally serious and surprising. It 
would not merely cast discredit on the veracity of the story, but 
would convict the historian of crass carelessness. It is inconceiv- 
able that so obvious a discrepancy should have escaped so skilful 
a writer. His justification has been attempted by appepiing to a 
grammatical distinction. In ix. 7 aKovuv takes the gen. (r^^s' 
^c£)V7/s'), while in xxii. 9 it takes the accus. (r^v <piav'qv) ; and the 
distinction is that aKoveii' ryv signifies to hear the voice and 

understand what is said, whereas aKoveiv is to hear 

the sound of the voice as a mere inarticulate noise without distin-' 
gfiishing the words or understanding the sense, Ct Grotius : 
'Sonum confuse audientes, non autem intelligentes verba/ 
Bengel : ‘ Audiebat vocem solem,;non vocem cum verbis.' The 
distinction, however, is not strictly observed. CL Acts xi. 7 ; 
xiii. 7 ; Mk. xiv, 64, where in each case it would require the 
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acctis. A simple and satisfactory explanation oL the' apparent 
discrepancy is fnmished by Chrysostom, who understands , that 
the attendants heard Saurs voice (ix. 7), but they did not' hear; the 
Lord’s voice (xxii. 9). ; They did' not hear the Lord*s question, 
but they heard SauFs answer, and they wondered at the one- 
sided conversation, as it appeared to them. ‘The voice', in 
ix'. 7 does not necessarily refer to ‘ the voice ' already mentioned 
in ver. 4 (Blass), since then in ver. xxii. 9 there would, in view 
of ver. 7, have been no need to define ‘ the voice ' as ‘ the voice 
of Him that talked to me/ 


PAUL'S MALADY 


What this may have been is and probably must remain proble- 
matic. All the valid evidence is furnished by two references of 
the Apostle. Writing to the Galatians in the year 53, he recalls 
the circumstances of his first appearance among them six years 
previously (cf. Gal, iv. 13-15) ; and here three facts emerge, 
I. The occasion of his visit was ' a physical infirmity/ He had 
not intended visiting them just then, but an illness had com- 
pelled him. 2. The malady was not merely distressing to him- 
self but offensive to those about him. It was ' a trial to them ' ; 
and he gratefully acknowledges how they had conquered their 
natural aversion. 3. It affected his sight, and had evoked their 
special sympathy : ' if possible, they would have dug out their 
eyes and given them to him.' 

Jerome presents four opinions apparently current in his day. 
I. The Apostle's ‘ infirmity ’ was the rudimentary teaching 
{carnalis met sermonis annuniiatio) which he had at the outset 
been obliged to address to the Galatians as babes unfit for strong 
meat (qtiasi parvuUs vobis aiqtte ladentihus per mfirmiiaicm camis 
ve$im)» 2, The insignificance of his personal appearance which 
might have led them to despise his message. 3. A sickness from 
which he was suffering when he came among them and which, 
according to tradition, was severe headache {tradunt eum gravis- 
simum capitis dolor em scepe perpessum), Ct Tert. De Pudic. 13 : 
"doiorem, ut aiunt, auriculae vel capitis/ 4. The insults and 
persecutions which tlie enemies of the Gospel inflicted upon him 
at the beginning of his Galatian ministry. So Chrys., Theod. 
Mops., Aug, (Expos. Episi. ad Gal. 37). 

Whatever' the trouble may have been, it was no temporary 
aflliction ; for he refers to it eight years later (cf. 2 Cor. xii. 7) 
and shows how it had clung to him during the interval and how 
he had recognised in it a precious use. He styles it here (TKoXotp 
TQ crapKi, and the primary question is the significance of 
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It properly denoted * a stake * (stipes, sudes), especially the sharp 
stake which, in the horrible torture of impalement (tTKoXoif &s), was 
driven through the length of the victim's body, like, a spit through 
a fish, till it emerged from, his mouth. Cf. Lipsius, DeCruce, vi ; 
Sen. De Consol, ad Marc, xx; Epist. xiv. It is, however, in- 
credible that the Apostle should have hkened his iiifirinity, 
whatever: it may have been, to this awful agony.' That would 
have been a gross, exaggeration. N or is it necessary to impute it to 
him, since in later Greek a-Kokotp denoted merely a large ' thorn/ 
Cf. iEsop. Fab. 334 (Halm), where for rhv (TKoXoTva Babrius (122) 
has rr)v amvBav. And this is the meaning of the word in LXX. 
Cf. Num. xxxiii. 55 ; Ez. xxviii. 24 ; Hos. ii. 6. 

Wliat, then, does the Apostle mean when he says that ' there 
was given him a thorn for Ms flesh ' ? An enormous array of 
opinions is presented by Poole (Synops. Crif.), but these fall under 
three types, i. / Some bodily infirmity.' This is the earliest 
definition (cf. Iren, v, iii. 1). Presently, however, the infirmity, 
as we have seen, was specified as headache. 2. Chrys. rejects the 
tradition of headache (/cec/iaAaXyta), and here as in Gal. finds a 
reference to the Apostle's persecutions. 3. Misled by Vulg. 
stimulus carnis meee, the mediaeval monastics supposed that it 
was the solicitation of carnal desire. Cf. Bern. De Grad. Humil. 
{prim. grad.). And this is the Roman Catholic interpretation. 
Cf. Corn, a Lap. : ‘ Videtur communis fidelium sensus, qui hinc 
libidinis tentationem stimulum camis vocant/ 

On the Apostle's own testimony his infirmity was a physical 
malady ; and perhaps this is the utmost certainty attainable. 
It is regrettable that Lightfoot (G^siL, pp. 186 ff.) should have 
approved the unfortunate theory that, like Julius Caesar, 
Mohammed, Cromwell, and Napoleon, Paul was an epileptic 
(cf. Ramsay's discussion in Teaching of Paul, pp. 306 ff.). It is 
a warning against rash speculation ; nevertheless the very 
antiquity of the ' headache ' tradition entities it to consideration ; 
and what is recorded of the Apostle's malady— especially the 
circumstances of Ms first seizure and its frequent recurrence — 
is strongly suggestive of malarial fever. ' Every one/ says 
Ramsay in his authoritative and persuasive discussion (Hist. 
Comm, on Gal., pp. 422 ff.), ' who is familiar with the effect of 
the fevers that infest especially the south coasts of Asia Minor, 
but are found everywhere in the country, knows that they come 
in recurring attacks, wMch prostrate, the, sufferer ■ for the time, 
and then, after exhausting themselves, pass off, .leaving him very 
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weas ; that a common remedy familiar to all is change to the 
higher lands ; and that, whenever any one who has once suffered 
has his strragth taxed, phsrsically or mentally, the old enemy 
prostrates him afresh, and makes him for a time incapable of any 
work. Apart from the weakness and ague, the most trying and 
painful accompaniment is severe headache.' 



EUKE AND . ANTIOCH 


The tradition, is that Luke was a native of Antioch. ■ Cf . Eus* 
Hist'* EccL III. 4 * AovKas Sc to iih* yems (oy twv AvTto)(€ias 
o€ iTTicTT'/jjuyjv larph^ ra TrXeiorra crvyyeyovws r<p llavXf, Hieron3nB. 

' Lucas niedicus Antiochensis, ut ejus scripta 
indicant, Grseci sermonis non ignarus fuit, sectator Apostoli 
Pauii et omnis peregrinationis ejus comes/ It has from an 
early date been generally assumed that by Antioch was meant 
the famous Syrian capital (cf. Hieronym., in Matt. 

PmfaL : ' Lucas medicus, natione Syrus Antiochensis ') ; and 
hence much doubt has arisen. 

The tradition has either been entirely discredited, as by Meyer, 
and ascribed to a confusion of Luke with Lucius, the prophet 
of Syrian Antioch (cf. Ac. xiii. i), or explained away, as by 
Ramsay (cf. St. Paul the Traveller, p. 389 ; Luke the Physician, 
pp. 65 ff.), who finds something singular in the phrase of Eusebius 
* being according to birth of those from Antioch/ and maintains 
that * this curious and awkward expression is ob\4ously chosen 
in order to avoid the statement that Luke was an Antiochian * 
and it amounts to an assertion that Luke was not an Antiochian, 
but belonged to a family that had a connection with Antioch.* 
Ramsay's theory is that he was a Macedonian and belonged to 
Philippi. He appears, on the evidence of the first personal 
narration, in Paul's company at .'TroasTci Ac. xvi. 10), and he 
was, Ramsay thinks, the 'man of Macedonia* who: appealed 
to the Apostle ' Come over and help us ■' {SL Paul the Traveller, 
pp. 200 ff.). But indeed there is ' nothing' either ' curious or 
awkward in the language of Eusebius. ■ ■ He might ' have written 
' Luke being by race an Antiochene * (rb pikv y^vos ^AvTiox€ik% 
but Antioch had furnished other notable converts, " and therefore 
he wrote ' being in respect of his race one of the Antiochene group/ 

There is, however, good -reason for doubting the tradition if 
Syrian Antioch be intended ; for there is not, the slightet evidence 
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in the Book of Acts that Luke was ever connected with that 
city, excepting only a curious variant in xi. 28 where Cod. Bez. 
(D), supported by Vet. It. (cf. Aug. De Serm., Dorn, in Monk ii. 
57), has y]v Ss TroXXrj ayaXA/acrts* o’lweo-Tpa.fifi.k tDv Be >//xwr 

avT(Zv ovojmri '"AyajSos <r}jpalv(ov, * Aiid there was much 
rejoicing ; and when we were assembled, one of them named 
Agabus spake signifying/ This implies that the historian LiiL:e 
was a member of the Church at Syrian xAntioch in the year 44, 
but it is doubtless the emendation of a copyist who shared tlie 
idea that Syrian Antioch was Luke's home. Since, however, 
in its earliest form as it appears in Eusebius the tradition simply 
avers that he was an Antiochene, it may very well be Pisidiah 
Antioch that is intended ; and this possibility is substantiated 
by the sacred narrative. 

(i) Observe the fulness and manifest verisimilitude of the 
account of Paul's first appearance in Pisidian Antioch (xiii. i4-'52), 
especially the report of his discourse in the synagogue. It is un- 
mistakably the report of a hearer and one who had been im- 
pressed deeply. One evidence is the distinctively Pauline doctrine 
(cf. vers, 38, 39) ; and even more significant is the preface (vers. 
16) : * And Paul stood up, and beckoning with the hand said/ 
There are two peculiarities here. First, the Jewish manner was 
that a preacher should sit while he addressed his audience (cf. 
The Days of Eis Flesh, p. 213), but Paul, as befitted the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, adopted the fashion of a Greek orator (cf. Ac. 
xvii. 22). Again, ' beckoning with the hand ' was a rhetorical 
habit of the Apostle, designed to arrest attention at the outset 
(cf. xxi. 40 ; XX vi. i). Here also the eye-witness appears. Luke 
was present in the sjmagogue, and the scene lived in his memory. 
It may be that he took down the discourse in shorthand ; for 
this is a very ancient art, having been practised in Greece at 
least as early as the fourth century. At all events Diogenes 
Laertius (ii. 48) tells how Xenophon, the ‘ hearer of Socrates ' 
{aKpoarrj^ 'EoiKpdrovs), * took shorthand notes of what he said 
(un'ocFv/ictaxra/xeFos ra X^yop^va) and published them under the 
title of Memoirs,* The shorthand writers were tenned aryiptm- 
ypd(l)oi^ 6^vypd(lioi^ OT raxvypd(j>ot,, in I.atin notarii. The invention 
of the art was ascribed to Ennius, and it was extensively practised. 
Thus Plutarch [Cat, Min. xxiii.) explains how it came about that 
Cato the Younger's speech at the trial of the Catilinarian con- 
spirators was, alone of ail his speeches, preserved : * Cicero the 
Consul had beforehand instructed specially swift writers in signs 
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wMch had the force of many letters in little short marks, and 
introduced them into various parts of the Senate. House/ Socrates 
Scholasticus (Ecd. Hisi. vi. iv.) says that some- of Chrysostom's 
biiliiant Homilies were ' piiblished by himself,/ while others 
were taken down while he spoke by shorthand w^riters ' ; , and' 
this explains the numerous impromptus which they exhibit, as 
when he rebukes the congregation for letting themselves be 
distracted from his discourse by watching an acolyte lighting 
the church lamps. Cf. Ausonius, Epigr. cxivi ; Becker, Galhis, 
p. 33 ; Bingham, Antiq. xiv. iv. 29; Milligan, N, T, Docmienis, 
pp, 241 fC. Peculiarly interesting in this connection is Oxyrh. 
y Pap.: 724. ' 

(2) On their return journey Paul and Barnabas visited Antioch 
and counselled their converts (cf. xiv. 2I-23) ; and in reporting 
their exhortations the historian includes himself among the 
hearers by employing the first personal pronoun : they ' confirmed 
the souls of the disciples, exhorting to continuance in the Faith, 
and that through many tribulations we must enter into the 
Kingdom of God.' This may indeed be taken as an abrupt 
transition from oraiio obliqua to oratio recta (cf. Moulton's Winer, 
p. 725), but it is more naturally regarded as the first of the ‘ we 
passages,' 

(3) When he visited Pisidian Antioch in the course of his second 
mission, Paul intended to proceed westward into the Province 
of Asia, but he w’-as providentially prevented, probably by a 
recurrence of his malady, and travelled northward, uncertain 
where he wtis called to labour. At Troas the question was decided 
by the call to pass over to Europe. Luke was with him at that 
momentous crisis (cf. xvi. 10), and it is reasonable to suppose 
that he had accompanied the ailing Apostle from Antioch, or 
perhaps, since the brief record of the north'ward w’andering is 
in the third person (vers. 7, 8), had followed him thence and 
joined him at Troas. 

(4) It is further significant that in his narrative of the Apostle's 
movements through Southern Galatia Luke displays a local 
intiiiiacy which stamps him as a native.'/ An apt instance is 
Ac. xiv. 6, wiiere, relating the flight of : Paul and ; Barnabas from 
Iconium, he says that ‘ they fled unto the cities of L3?-caonia, 
Lystra and Derbe, and the surrounding District.' Iconium 
belonged officially to the Lycaonian District, and therefore it 
was, no less than Lystra and Derbe, * a city of Lycaoiiia,' and 
when they quitted the town, they did not .flee into the Lycaonian 
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District : they were in that District already. This is . true 
according to the imperial nomenclature; but Iconinm had 
formerly belonged to Phrygia, and its people clung to the old 
oonnection and still reckoned themselves Phrygians, And thus 
Lnke*s language here betrays his intimacy with local usage , and, 
Ms sympathy with local sentiment. He was himself a Phrygian. 

Hence it appears that the" sacred narrative associates LuEe':^' 
with Pisidian Antioch and points to the conclusion that, when 
the primitive tradition makes him an Antiochene, it means 
Pisidian Antioch. This city was important in the apostolic 
period, but it quickly decayed and sank into obscurity ; and 
hence it was natural that centuries later, when Antioch was 
mentioned without definition, it should be supposed that the 
famous Syrian capital was intended. 



V 


THE ;.. DECREE OF THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM 

The authorities exhibit a radical divergence in the text both of 
the motion of James and of the Council's resolution, i. The 
motion (Ac. xv. 20) : (i) KCEHLP, Vulg., Chrys. ; 
aAtoryT//xaTWF rmv €iZmXmv koX t^s TopFctas Kal rov (AB om. rov) 
tpiktov Kal ToO at/mro?, * the pollutions of idols and fomication 
and what is strangled and blood/ (2) Cod. Bez. (D), Iren, 
(ill. xii. 17), Ambrstr. (on Gal. ii. i, 2) omit Kal rod ttvlktov^ 

* and what is strangled.' 2. The decree (ver. 29) : (i) K*A=^BC, 
Sah., Gop., Vulg.y Clem. Alex. {Pmdag. ii. vii. 56), Orig. {In Ep. 
ad Rom, Comment, ii. 13, ix. 28 ; Contra Cels, viii. 29) % 

uhiAXoQvrmv Kal atfiaros Kal ttviktQv {K*^A^EHLP ttviktov) Kal 

TQpv€Las, ' things sacrificed to idols and blood and things 
strangled (what is strangled) and fornication/ (2) Cod. Bez. (D), 
Iren., Tert. {De Pud. 12), Cypr. (Test, adv. Jud. 119), Ambrstr, 
omit Kat iria/cTtor, * and things strangled.' 

The situation is thus that the Alexandrian and the Western 
authorities are ranged against each other; and the difference 
between them is that, according to the former, the prohibition 
was fourfold — (i) things sacrificed to idols, (2) blood, (3) things 
strangled, and (4) fornication ; whereas, according to the latter, 
it was threefold — (i) things sacrifi.ced to idols, (2) blood, and 
(3) fornication. Moreover, at the close of ver. 20 and in ver. 29 
after iropyeks the Western authorities generally — the one 
important exception being TertuUian— insert the Golden Rule, 
negatively expressed : #cat oo-a /xi; dsXovcnv {OeX^re) iavroh ylvea-Oat,^ 
kepoLs iTOLeiv. And after Trpd^er^ (ver. 29) Cod, Bez, (D), Iren., 
Tert. add 4 >€p 6 ii€voi k Tip 'Ayup IlFcr/xan, ' being borne along in 
the Holy Spirit ' (cf. 2 Pet. i. 21). The question is. Which of 
these versions of the decree is authentic ?, - There are two pos- 
sibilities : either that the clause Kal rov ttviktov (twv 7tvm7m¥} 
in the Alexandrian is a marginal gloss interpolated in the text^, 
or that it is genuine and has been omitted from the Western text ; 
and the evidence decisively favours the former alternative. 

I. It is true that the Alexandrian reading is supported by the 
great uncials ; but it should be considered, that ;the earliest .erf 

mi 
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these dates only from the 4^^ cent., and the Western reading is 
conlirmed by Irenseus (2"^^ cent.) and Tertnllian (early 3^ 
cent.). Nor is there lacking textual evidence that the Alexandrian 
clause Kal rov irwicrov. is a gloss. ^ (r) -.The variant Kal wyiKTod in' : 
ver. 20 suggests that the simple ttviktov was entered in the 
margin over against aifiaros, explaining the latter in terms of the 
Mosaic precept {Lev. xvii. 10-16). Presently it crept into the 
text and fcal was prefixed to make it an article in the enumeration. 
Afterwards rov was added to bring it into conformity with the 
other clauses. Here the interpolation is seen in progress. (2) 
Though elsewhere Origen quotes the fourfold Alexandrian 
prohibition, in one instance {I ft MatL Comment, Ser. 10, survi\ing 
only in a Latin translation) he quotes, not indeed the Western, 
but a threefold prohibition — immolatum et stiffocaium et fornica- 
tionem, ' what is sacrificed and what is strangled and fornication/ 
Here ttviktov holds the place of ar/;taTos in the Western threefold 
enumeration, suggesting that in some Alexandrian texts the gloss 
was not interpolated but substituted. And indeed this %vas a 
more reasonable procedure, since on the Levitical interpretation 
al/xaTog and TTVIKTOV are synonymous, both alike denoting the 
eating of flesh which retains the blood. 

2. On the assumption that the Western text is authentic the 
genesis of the Alexandrian is apparent. According to the 
Western three restrictions were imposed on the Gentile converts, 
and all three were ethical, not ceremonial. ' Things sacrificed to 
idols ' denoted the flesh of victims which had been offered in 
pagan temples and of which only certain portions were consumed 
on the altars ; and what is here contemplated is, as appears from 
the controversy which afterwards arose in the Corinthian Church 
(cf. I Cor. viii), the countenance which a Christian lent to idolatry 
and its attendant immoralities by participating in a pagan 
banquet, particularly when it w^as celebrated in an idol-temple 
(cf. p. 269). Thus the prohibition of " things sacrificed to idols ’ 
or ' the pollutions of idols * is not a food-law but an ethical 
precept. And similarly udth the prohibition of * blood,' al/ia has 
here its frequent signification (cf. Lev. xvii. 4 ; Nuni. xxxv. 27 ; 
Ps. li. 14 ; Mt. xxiii. 30 ; Rev. vi. xo) of ' murder/ homicidium 
(Text. Cf. Aug. Contra Faust Manich, xxxii. 13 : ' id est, ne 
quidquam ederent camis, cujus sanguis non est effusus. Quod alii 
non sic intelligunt, sed a sanguine pr;^ceptum esse abstinendiirn, 
ne quis homicidio se contaminet.') ; and so neither is the pro- 
hibition of blood a food-law. What is forbidden is not the 
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eating but the shedding of blood. The Alexandrian corruption of 
the text originated in a natural failure to perceive the consistently 
ethical intention of the decree. It began mih a narrow inter- 
pretation of / things sacrificed to idols ' ; and the situation is 
illustrated by the subsequent controversy at Corinth. The 
flesh of the numerous temple-victims furnished the city-market, 
and the more scrupulous sort of Christians, with the decree of the 
Council in view, regarded it as unclean. Paul dealt with this 
scruple, and defined the prohibition of ' things sacrificed to idols ' 
as applying only to participation in the sacrifice. Once the 
prohibition of " things sacrificed to idols ' had been misconstrued 
as a food-law, it was inevitable that the prohibition of ' blood * 
should be likewise misconstrued and taken to mean not the 
shedding but the eating of blood ; and it was so defined by the 
marginal gloss vpiktov, ' what is strangled,' which by and by 
crept into the text. 

Thus the Alexandrian text was a natural and indeed inevitable 
corruption of the Western. Cf. Ambrstr. : ‘ Denique tria h^c 
mandata ab apostolis et senioribus data reperiuntur, quae ignorant 
leges Romanae, id est, ut abstineant se ab idololatria, et sanguine, 
sicut Noe, et fomicatione. Quae sophistae Graecorum non intel- 
ligentes, scientes tamen a sanguine abstinendum, adulterarunt 
Scripturam, quartum mandatum addentes, et a suffocate observ- 
andum.' On the other hand, it is an untenable supposition that 
the Western text is a corruption of the Alexandrian, prompted by 
dislike of the food-restrictions. And that for this reason, that 
the prohibition of eating blood actually prevailed and was 
scrupulously observed in the West, particularly in Gaul and North 
Africa. Thus in the letter which the Churches of Lyons and 
Vienne addressed to Asia and Phrygia in 172, and which -was 
probably written by Irenaeus, it is told how the female martyr 
Biblias answered the persecutors' charge that the Christians 
indulged in ' Thyestean banquets.' ' How,' she said, ' could such 
persons eat children, when they are not permitted to eat the 
blood even of brute beasts ? ' (Cf. Eus. Hist. EccL v. i.) Simi- 
larly, according to Tertullian {Apol, 9 ; cf. De Sped. 13 ; De 
Monogam. 5 ; De Jejun. 4, 15), the Christians were forbidden to 
eat blood, and therefore they abstained from the flesh of animals 
which had been strangled or died naturally {suffocatis et morticinis). 
Hence so little were the Westerns likely to be offended by food- 
regulations that they would rather have been inclined by their 
actual practice to approve of these ; and their retention of the 
Z V 
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tlireefold text constitutes a strong evidence of its authenticity. 
It would appear that there was a disposition among them to adopt 
the ceremonial interpretation ; and the addition of the Golden 
Rule and the words * borne along in the Holy Spirit ' was doubtless 
designed to safeguard the ethical and spiritual interpretation, 

3. According to the Western text the decree of the Council was 
a courageous decision such as the crisis demanded, recognising 
the new order and making a clean sweep of the ancient and out- 
worn ceremonies. But according to the Alexandrian text it was 
a faltering compromise, meeting the Gentile converts half-way, 
releasing them from the main obligations of the Mosaic Law, 
particularly the rite of Circumcision, but requiring that they 
should propitiate Jewish sentiment submitting to certain food- 
.xestrictions. Such a decision would have been at once futile 
and mischievous. It would have contented neither party, since 
no avoidance of unclean meats would have atoned in Jewish 
eyes for neglect of the supreme rite of Circumcision ; while the. 
food-restrictions would have seemed to the Gentile converts 
ridiculous and vexatious, and they would speedily have been 
ignored. * The Apostles,' -says St. Aiigiistine {Contm F ansi. 
ManicJh xxxii. 13),,./, seem do .me to have chosen for the time an 
easy thing in nowise burdensome to observe, that therein Gentiles 
and Israelities withal might . observe something in common. But 
that time being past, what Christian now observes this rule, not 
to touch thrushes or tinier birds unless their blood has been poured 
out, nor to eat a hare if it has been knocked on the head and not 
killed by a bleeding wound? And the few who still perhaps 
dread touching those things, are ridiculed by the rest ; so firmly 
held m this matter are all men’s minds by that judgment of the 
Truth : Not that which enteretli into your mouth, defiieth you, 
but that which proceedeth out (Mt. xv. ii).' The compromise 
would have been futile. At the best it would have established a 
short-lived modus vivendi ; and while it continued, it would have 
operated mischievously, making a cleavage in the Church and 
creating a Oaste-distinction. The presupposition was that the 
Jewish Christians should continue to observe the Mosaic Law in 
its entirety ; but a concession was granted to the weakness of 
the Gentile Christians.. They were required to observe only ' the 
necessary things/ and thus they were recognised as an inferior 
order. , And it would be amazing had a Christian Council reckoned 
among the * things necessary ’ to salvation a scrupulosity which 
our Lord had so emphatically-condemned. 



THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 


L The Mode, — Baptism dSaTmo-fios, piimoriia) is the Greek 
rendering of the Hebrew which was ernplo^^ed of the 

Jewish ceremonial ablutions, especially the purificatory bath — the 
Baptism of Proselytes (cf. Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus the 
Messiah, Appendix xii ; Schiirer, ii. ii. pp. 319 ff.) — administered 
to converts from heathenism on their admission to the Commoii“ 
wealth of Israel. The verb ^550 signified ‘ immerse ' or ‘dip/ 
Gf. 2 Ki. V. 14 : ‘Then went he down, and dipped himself (fep*;) 
seven times in Jordan/ Here the Septuagint have l/iaTTrio-aro, 
and /^aTTTtfav also signified ‘ immerse/ It was used, for 
example, of a ship sinking in the sea. Cf. iEsop. Fab, 370 
(Halm) : ttJ? Ktv^vvevovor’i^s /SaTrrt^eo-dai, Jos. Vit, 3 : /3a7rTt- 

crOepTO^ yap rjfiQv rov ttXoiov Kara pL€€rov rhv ^ABpiav. 

Immersion was thus the proper Jewish mode, but it was found 
not only difficult where water was scanty but in certain cases 
actually dangerous. It is told that in the days of R. Joshua ben 
Levi the Galileans represented that the chill was harm fill to 
their women and occasioned sterility (cf. Lightfoot, Hor. Heb, 
on Mt, iii. 6) ; and among the Christians at aU events a inodifica* 
tion was certainly adopted in the administration of the Sacrament. 
They retained the method of immersion, but two others were 
recognised and practised in the primitive Church. These were 
effusion or pouring (l/cxwtsr, effusio) and aspersion or spriniding 
{pavTiu-pios, aspersio). The evidence appears on the pages of the 
New Testament, and it is this— that the sacred writers not merely 
make distinct allusioii to aU the three modes but iinfold the 
symbolic significance of each.' 

I. St. Paul plainly had the mode of immersion in view when to 
the charge that his doctrine of Justification by Faith apart^ 
from Works involved antinomianism he. opposed the idea of a 


mystic union of believers with Christ (cf.'Rom.'vi. 3 , 4 . ; Col ii. 13)* 
Faith identifies us with Him: at each, stage-, of 'His redemptive 
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career— His Death, His Banal, His Resurrection, and His 
Ascension. And this is S5?mbolised by our immersion in the 
baptismal water : we die wth Him, are buried with Him, are 
raised with Him, and live with Hirm 
This idea was afterwards quaintly elaborated. The fish 
was the commonest of all the numerous symbols in vogue among 
the early Christians. It denoted Christ, inasmuch as the letters 
of are the initials of ’Lpov? Xpicrros YI09 Swrijp, 

* Jesus Christ God's Son Saviour/ The Lord had called His 
disciples to be ‘ fishers of men,' catching them in the Gospel-net 
and drawing them out of the world's restless sea ; and so believers 
were termed ' fishes/ Cf. these lines in Clement of Alexandria's 
hymn at the close of the Pmdagogtis : 


aAt€U (X^pOTTOiV 
Tcov 

freXdyovs KaKtas 
dyvovs 

Kvparos ixOpov 
yXvK€pa. SeXedfior. 


'Fisher of mortals, whom Thou dost save 
Out of the ocean's strife. 

Luring pure fish from the angry wave 
With the sweet bait of life/ 


The idea was naturally associated with Baptism — the immersion 
of the fishes in the water and their drawing forth, their ' catching 
for life ' (cf. Lk. v. 10). ‘ We little fishes/ says Tertullian {De 
Bapt, i), ' according to our Fish, Jesus Christ, are born in the 
water' (' Nos pisciculi secundum ^<^strum, Jesum Christum, 
in aqua nascimur '). 

2. The mode of effusion also appears in the New Testament, 
and that in a singularly impressive fashion. John the Baptist 
declared that his Baptism with water unto repentance wa.s 
prophetic of a nobler Baptism — ^tlie Messiah's Baptism with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire (cf. Mt. iii. ii) ; and the Lord reiterated 
the promise at His Ascension (cf. Ac. i. 5). And how was it 
fulfilled ? On the Day of Pentecost ' there appeared unto them 
tongues parting asunder, like as of fire ; and it sat upon each 
one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit ' 
(Ac. ii. 3, 4), That was the promised Baptism; and it is 
presently defined as an * outpouring ' or ' effusion ' (vers. 16, 
17, 33 : Ikxcw, €^ex«ei^). Cf. Tit, iii. 4-6. It could not have 
been thus designated unless effusion had been a recognised mode 
of administration; and the symbolic value of this mode lies 
in its proclamation of the essential truth that the grace of the 
Sacrament is an operation of the Holy Spirit. 
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3. Aspersion too was a recognised mode of administration. 
Cf. Heb. X. 22 : ' Let ns draw near with a true heart in ful- 
ness of faith, having our hearts sprinkled ras 

Kap^tai) from an evil conscience, and our body washed with 
pure w^ater/ Here are both the symbol of Baptism (' our body 
washed with pure winter /) and its spiritual counterpart our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience'). The language is 
derived from Ez, xxxvi.,25, 26, where Jerome , comments Thus ': 

' I restored them to their pristine glory, so that, w^hen they 
believed and turned from their error, I might pour forth upon 
them the clean water of saving Baptism and cleanse them from 
all their abominations ; and might give them a new heart to 
believe in the Son of God, and a new spirit. And it should be 
considered that the new heart and the new spirit are given through 
effusion and sprinkling of water {per effusionem et aspersionem 
aqum) ' The closing w’^ords indicate that effusion and aspersion 
were regarded as practically identical, and from this and other 
passages (cf. Aug. Qut-Bsf. in Ntim. xxxiii ; Contra Advefsar, 
Leg. et Proph. ii. 23) it appears that in the time of Jerome and 
Augustine effusion or aspersion was the prevailing mode of ad- 
ministration. An interesting corroboration is furnished by the 
textual variations in two passages, (i) Mk. vii. 4 : ' When they 
come from the market-place, except they wash themselves, they 
eat not.' Here the MSS. vary between /JairTtcrtuvrai, 'baptise 
(i.e., ' dip ' or ' immerse ') themselves,' and pavTurmvrat^ 

' sprinkle themselves.' {2) Rev, xix, 13, where A.V. has ‘ clothed 
with a vesture dipt in blood,' and R.V, ' arrayed in a garment 
sprinkled with blood.' These renderings represent different 
readings. Some MSS. have ISefSappL^ov^ ' baptised ' or ' dipped,' 
and others Trepipepafiyhov or pepavTicrpL^ov, ‘ Sprinkled.' The 
plain inference is that 'baptise,' and pawfcty, ' sprinkle/ 

had come to be employed as synonymous terms. . 

TL^ conclusion from all this evidence is that in the Apostolic 
Church the Sacrament of Baptism was administered after three 
modes— Immersion or Dipping, . Effusion or Pouring, and 
Aspersion or Sprinkling. (Cf. !■ Cor. x, -a, where Aspersion 
and Immersion appear side by. side.) Each, was: . recognised as 
legitimate, and the choice ■was,' determined by considerations, of 
convenience and suitability. This is Borne out by the article 
on Baptism in that primitive directory,,' Jfe TeacMng of the 
Twelve Apostles (vii) : ' Concerning Baptism : thus bap'tise. 

After al this preliminary instruction baptise into the name of 
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the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit in living {ie,^ 

' runiiing ’) water. And if thou hast not living water, baptise 
intci other water ; and if thou canst not do it in cold water 
ill cri.ses of delicacy), do it in warm. And if thou hast neither, 
pour forth i^Kx^ov) w*ater on the head thrice in the name of 
Ihitber and Son and' Holy- Spirit./' , . 

n. The Subjects. — ^The question here is whether the grace of 
Baptism be limited to persons of mature understanding, capable 
of personal faith, or extends to the children of the faithful, though 
still unconscious babes. It may seem at the first glance as though 
the testimony - of, -the -'New^ Testament were decisive, since the 
.coiiiriiaiid is Believe, .and. be baptised! (ci Ac. ii. 38, 41). 
But it should be- -considered' that Christianity was then at the 
outset of its career. The message was a new thing in the 
world, 'end converts both Jewish and pagan were baptised on 
profession of * repentance toward God and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ ' (Ac. xx. 21). So it happens Still on mission 
fields, and the conditions in apostolic days were analogous. 
Moreover, the x\postle3 recognised that the promise was not to 
their converts alone but to their converts’ childitm (cf. Ac. ii. 
37-39) ; and it is repeatedly recorded that they baptised not 
only their converts but their converts’ hoiisuholds (cf. xvi. 14, 
15 ; 29-34), plainly implying that tlie faith of the head of the 
lioiise availed vicariously for ids family (cf. i Cor. vii. 14). And 
this inference is surely attested. 

1. According to Paul Baptism is ' the Circumcision of Christ ' 
(Col. ii. II, 12). It is the seal of God's New Covenant with 
Christ and His CTrerch as Circumcision was the seal of the Old 
Covenant with Abraham and his seed after him (cl Rom. iv. ii). 
The New Covenant is not "less but larger, wider and more be- 
nignant than the Old ; and as .the children of faithful Israelites 
were comprehended in the Old Covenant and every male received 
the seal of Circumcision, so the children of believers are com-* 
prehended in the New and receive the seal of Baptism. 

2. Infant Baptism was early practised, and Origen expressly 
and repeatedly affirms that it was derived from the Apostles 
(cf. Ad Rom. Comment, v. 9 ; In Lev, Horn, viii. 3 ; In Luc, Horn, 
xiv). Its legitimacy w^ent^ unchallenged, until post-Reformation 
clays, and the objection came of over-emphasis of the Lutheran 
doctrine of Justification by Faith. It is indeed by faith tliat we 
are sa^^ed ; but, as the Pauline doctrine of Imputation and the 
scientific law of Heredity proclaim, the efficacy of faith is vicarious 
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as well as personal Christian mrtnte avails much. The nature 
which he inherits and the atmosphere which he breathes make a 
momentoEs difference to a . child ;'- and the Christian Sacrainent^' 
of Baptism recognises this. , As a matter of fact the children of 
believing parents share the blessings of the Covenant of Grace ; 
and since they are actually in the Covenant, they receive its seal. 

- 3. It is frequently objected to the practice of Infant Baptism 
that, so far from being a primitive usage, it is a late outgrowth 
of the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration. The Sacrament was 
conceived as not merely sealing but conferring grace ; and there- 
fore its administration w^as extended to infants, since they were 
doomed on the score of Original Sin, and must perish everlastingly 
if they died unbaptised. This, howwer, is a false reading of 
history. The idea of the regenerating efficacy of Baptism appeared 
at a very early date, and it invested post-baptismal sin with a 
peculiar heinousness, since it was nothing less than a desecration 
of the Holy Spirit's grace, and not only was it fatal to the sinner 
but it involved his sponsors in grave liability. So heavy a 
responsibility, it w^as felt, should not be lightly incurred ; and 
during the Middle Ages it was customary for warriors, when on 
their conversion to the Christian Faith they received the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism, to exempt their right arms from immersion in 
* the laver of regeneration,' that they might thus continue without 
sacrilege to w^ork bloodshed and violence. But in earlier and less 
superstitious days a different device was adopted. It was the 
withholding of Baptism from infants and the postponement of 
the administration until they had passed the perilous period of 
youth with its passions and inexperience. This w^as advocated as 
early as the close of the second century. ‘ The delaying of 
Baptism,' argues Tertullian {De Bapt. 18), ' is more advantageous, 
especially in the case of little children. For what need is there 
that danger should be thrust upon the sponsors also, in that it is 
possible that they may both themselves fail of their promises by 
during and be foiled by the issue of the child's evil disposition ? 
The Lord indeed says (Mt. xix. T4) Forbid them not -to come 
unto Me." Let them come, then, when they grow up ; let them 
come when they learn, when they are taught whither they are 
coming; let them be made Christians when they can know Christ/ 
Thus it appears that Infant Baptism was the' Church's, practice 
down to the time of Tertullian, and its .disuse was an innovation 
dictated by the notion of „ Baptismal Regeneration. Thence- 
forward the custom prevailed: of postponing' the' administratioii 
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until the attainment of maturity and often indeed until the 
approach of death. It was, for example, in the year 306 that 
the Emperor Constantine was converted, but It was not until his 
last illness in 335 that he submitted to the sacred ordinance 
(cf, Gibbon, Decline and Fall, chap. xx). The pious Emperor 
Valentinian n ■ in like manner delayed Ms Baptism, meaning to 
receive it in due season ; but the hand of an assassin cut short 
his life, and he died unbaptised to the exceeding distress of his 
relatives, whom Ambrose consoled in a fine discourse, assuring 
them that the Emperor's desire for the Sacrament would be 
accepted by God as equivalent to its observance (Ambros, De 
out. Valent. ConsoL). There is also the case of Augustine, He 
was three and thirty ere he was baptised {Confess, ix. 6} ; and 
he relates that once during his early childhood he fell dangerously 
ill, and his mother Monnica was minded to have the Sacrament 
administered to him fortlimth; but she was restrained by the 
dread of his incurring the guilt of post-baptismal sin should he 
recover. And so it came to pass that he went so long un- 
baptised, * because after that washing there would be greater and 
more perilous guilt in the defilement of transgressions ' (Confess. 
L ii). Cf, Reliq. Baxter, i. ii. 6 : 'I found in all Antiquity, that 
though Infant Baptism was held lawful by tlie Church, yet some 
with T ertullian and Nazianzen, thought it most convenient to make 
no haste, and the rest left the time of Baptism to every ones 
liberty, and forced none to be baptized : Insomuch as not only 
Constantine, Theodosius, and such others as were converted at 
Years of Discretion, but Augustine and many such as were the 
Children of Christian Parents (one or both) did defer their 
Baptism much longer than I think they should have done. So 
that in the Primitive Church some were Baptized in Infancy, 
and some at ripe Age, and some a little before their Death ; and 
none were forced, but all left free ; and the only Penalty (among 
men) of their delay was, that so long they were without the 
Priviledges of the Church, and were mimbred but with the 
CMechmmns, or Expectants^* 
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The Epistles to the Thessaloxians 


2. In 2 Th. and nowhere else in Pauline Eoistles 


avatpeoa li. 8, aTroo-racria n. 3. aTraKTcu}* ni. 7. ard^rm^ 
iii. 65 II. aro^ros iii. 2. i. 9. ci/Sety/ux'^ L 5. h'Bo^d- 

i. 10, 12. ivKavxdopai^ i. 4. iir icr w ay uiyy iL I, Opoeopai 

ii. 2. KaXoTToim^ iii. 13 , pipiopai iii. 7, 9. ir€pi€pyd(opM»^ 

iii. II. era Ac util ii. 2^ {Ttjiaarpa ii, 4, orrjpuoopaL^ iih 14. rtVto* 

1.9. VTTMpav^dvmi^ L 

3. In I and 2 Tli. and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles : — . 

KaT€v$m’(a i Th. ilL ii, 2 Th. iiL '5 (only other N. T. instance 

Beneikius^ Lk. i 79). 


Nowhere else in N. T, 
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II 

Periob of Judaist Controversy 

I. In Rom. and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles ; — 

a/Jiwos X. 7 (quot.). dypuXaios^ xL 17, 24. d^waros viii 3, 
XV. I. dtSios i, 20. atV€(o XV. 1 1 (quot.), tt^ca^cos xvi. iS, 
aKpoaWjS ii. 1 3. dkakr^ro^^' viii. 26. d/xcrai^oi^ros* ii. 5. dfip-os 
ix. 27 (quot.). dvdyui X. 7, dva^doi vii. 9. dvakoyla"^ xii. 6. 
dvawoXoyYjros* i. 20, ii. i. dv^X^iqpLiav'^ i. 31. dj'6|epain’i)Tos* 
xi. 33. dvdpa^^ xii. 20 (quot.). dvo/icos* ii. 12. dvox'j'^ ii. 4, 
iii. 26. dvraTToootJLa x. 9 (quot.). dvraTroKpivopai ix. 20. dvri- 
(TTparevopai'^ vii. 23. dvrirdcrcrop^at xiii. 2. dTruOeia ii. 8, X. 21 , 
xi. 30, 31, XV. 31. diTivavTi iii. 18 (quot.). drroldoXi] xi. 15, 
diro(rTi^y€a)* xii. 9. aTroro/Ata* xi. 22. dpci* iii. 14 (quot.). 
dpiQp.d% ix. 27 (quot.). d{r6hr)pa^ XV. I. dcr?ris* iii. 13 (quot). 
d(rvy€T09 i. 2T, 31, x. 19 (quot.). dcnn'^eros* i. 31. dcrxyjpocrik'T) 
i. 27. artpa^io L 24, ii. 23. d(/>aip€U) xi. 27 (quot.) d<f>iK veopat^ 
xvi. 19. d)(p€oo/zttt* iii 12 (quot.). / 3 SeXvcrcropac ii. 22. /3ovX7]pa 
ix. 19. ylftoi iii, 14 (quot.). yimo-ro^ i. 19. Sevpo i, 13. 
BiayyiXXio ix, 17. Biairopevo/xaL xv. 24. Biarayiq xiii, 2. ScKaio- 
Kpia-Lo^ ii 5. SiKaiuipa i. 32, ii. 26, v. 16, 18, viii, 4. Sokdo}^ 

iii. 13 (quot.). BovXos (adj.)* v. 19 dis. Bdprjpa v. 16. tyKaXiio 

viii. 33. kKarovra^rriii^ iv. 19. iK^ijrlo) iii. ii (quot.), eKKaCopai,* 
i. 27. €KKAdo/xfi£.* xi. 17, 19, 20. iKKXivm iii. 12 (quot,);, xvi, 17. 
€KTiTdifVvpi* xi. 21 (quot). iKxvvvopai v. 5. lAa/a xL 17, 24, 
epirtpTrXiqpi. xv, 24. X. 20 (quot.), iii. 8. 

€VKei^T/?tfw* xi. i7j 19, 23, 24, cvTvyx'^*^^ viii. 27, 34, xi. 2. 
hravapLpi^Tqa^KO)^ xv. 15. ^TvarnTravopat ii, 17. STTLKaXiwrew'^ 

iv, 17 (quot.), IriTTiVTO) XV. 3 . €7rnro$la^ XV, 23. iirlcnjpos 

xvi. 7 . cTTiTuyx^’'^ 7 * iii. 5, iTovoim(opad^ il, 17. 

Ip^rerov i. 23. idyevpsrrjsi* i. 30 . xii, II. rj/cw xi. 26 (quot.). 

vi. 16. &€dopai XV. 24. Oiiorrjsi^ i. 20. $€ 0 (rrvyr)s^' i, 30. 

0 t]pci^ xi. 9 (quot). Upo<rvX€<i)^ ii. 22. tcpoupyloi* xv. 16. 
tAapoTi/s* xii. 8. IXau-ryjpiov iii. 25. ios iii. 13 (quot.). 

.' i' 28. " Kii 0 opdm* i. 20. ■ Kaivorijs^ vi, 4, vii, 6. KaKotjBim*' i. 29. 

icaAAilAatos* xi. 24. Kurdyta x. 6. KaraKavxdopm xi. 18 hs. 
KmraKpipa* v, i6j iS, viii. I, KardXaXos^ i. 30. Karavoim iv. 19. 
Kardvv^iS^ xi. 8 (quot). Katapdopai xii, 14, KaracrKairray^ xi. 3 

(quot),' mrvjyopm xi. 15. • K€pap€v$ xi. 21, KAd&sxL‘i69 171 


* Nowhere else in N, T. 
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iSj 19^ 21. KoitTi ix. ID, xiiL 13. kv/cA^ XV. 19. Aa/^vypiii. 13 
(quot). Aarpc/a lx. 4g xii. i., ' xiv. a. ■ XeipLfxa^ xl 5. 

AaroiJpylw xv. ... aj. ,.,; AoytKot xiL 'A^iov 'ili/ 2,. , AoyccrjLco? I 

ii. 15. lAarmoQ^ai* L 21 .' /A%<^o/xa& ix. 19. fi€<rT& L 2 9> XV. .: 14. 

fMTaXXda-fTm* i, 25, ■ 26. iiita^v it. 15. ' fi'^Trut ix. II. p.'jrpa ‘| 

iv, 19. ju.o£x«Ais .viL .3 to. 22, xiii., 9,' /toAts v. 7. 1 

riKizw iii 4 (quot), xH. 21 to. vo/Ao^strta'^ ix. 4. oSrjyosiL 19. 
oiKirifjs xiv. 4. oIkovix^vh] x. iS (quot.). opoBvpaBov xv. 6. opoum 
ix. 29 (quot.). o^vsiii, 15. i. 27. opt{‘a» i. 4. otp^iXuipn 

iv. 4. iratS«vT?;9 ii. 20. ifraAaJOTijs'^ vii. 6. , ■ irapa/vet/iat"^ %li. 18, 2 1. 

Trapccris'^ ilL 25, Trcpas X. 18 (qiiot.). jtctcu'OP i. 23. iry/Ao^ ix. 21. 

^toT'r^V, xi. 17, sTtirpacTKia vii, 14. 7rAaor/i.a* ix. 20. -srotT^T^s ii. 13, 
irov iv. 19. vpo^arov viii. 36 (quOt.). irpoylvopaC^ Hi. 25. 
ytj'cuoT^w viii. 29, xi. 2. TTpoUBdipL^ xi. 35 (quot,). irpoexo/iat'^’ 

iii. 9. wporjympai.'^ xii. 10. 7 rp 6 $vpL 09 i. 15. Trpovota xiii. 14. 
irpoirdr<f)p^ iv. i. irpocTKoirTm ix. 32, xiv. 21, TrpocrXt] pills'^ xi. 15. 

TT/aocrrarts:'^ xvi. 2. • 7 rpO(j:>rjTiK 6 $* xvi. 26. nram xi. IT. Q-af^auS 
ix, 29 (quot.). (re^a^o/Jtat* i. 25. cTKAiypoTijs* ii. 5. nKk-iiprim 
ix. 18. (TKOTi^opai i. 2ij xi. 10 (quot.). arevaypos viii. 26. 
grvyytviq^ ix. 3, Xvi. 7, II, 21. avpfjovXos^ xi. 34 (quot.). Grx'/i^^jrros'''" 
vi. 5, o’vvayiovL^opaL^ XV. 30. o-vravaTravopai^ XV. 32. on- 
avTtXapjSdi'opaL viii. 26. o’wSo^'afcsj* viii. 1 7. <rvvt]Bopai^^ vii. 22. 
arvvKdpTrno^ xi. lo (qiiot.), crvvpaprvp^oj* iL 15, viii. 16, ix. i. 

(TvrTrapaKaX^opat.^ i. 12. (jwcrreptt^'co'^* viii. 22. 0 ‘VVcr\r)pari(opai 
xii. 2. crui-TcAecu ix. 28 (quot.). erwTe/xvw* ix. 28 (quot.). crvr- 
rpt^u) xvi. 20. (rvvrpLppaf^ iii. 16 (quot.). (rvv^yjpi.^ vii. 16, 

O'WoiSmo'^ viii. 22. cr^ayjp viii. 36 (quot). raXaLTrmpta iii. 16 
(quot.). TaXatTTwpos vii. 24. Ta<^os iii. 13 (quot). r€rpd' 7 Tovs 
i. 23. roXprjporspm^ xv. 15. rpdx‘i]Xo<s xvi. 4. tv<^Aos ii. 19. 
vwavBpo^^ vii. 2. viii. 26. v^repriKam^ viii, 37. 

VTrep^povim'^ xii. $. wro9 xiii. II. •uttoSuv-os’^’ iii. 19. virokuppa.'^-' 
ix. 27 (quot.). vTroX^iTropat'^ xi. 3 (quot). (jxia-Ka) i. 22. <piXo- 
^cFia xii. 13. 4 >^X 6 (rTopyos'^ xlh 10. <^ov€i;.ca' xiii. 9 (quot). ^oroi 

i. 29, ^ 6 po s xiiL 6, 7. ^poviipa viii. 6, 7, 27. <j>vpapa ix. 21, 

XL 16 (also in proverb i Cor. v. 6, .GaL v. .9). . <^wtKos i.' 26, 27. 

Xpy]p^ri(io, vii. 3. xi. 4. x/^V<^'*‘oAoyta* xvi. 18. 

|^€Ucr/xa*;iiL 17, tpiOvpKrTrjs* i. 30. wpaxos’ X. 1 5 (quot). tocrea 
vL 13, w<^€A€/a iii. i, 

2. In I Cor. and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles ;— 
dyapos^ vii. 8, II, 32, 34.' ay€v?):s* i.'’2'8. ' ayvtixrla xv. . 34, 

dyopd^ui vl 20, vii 23, 30. a^aTravos*^ ix. iS. ■ dBr^Xos XL 8,, ^ ' aBr'jXm^* 


Nowhere else in N. T. 
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IX. 26. ■afu/Aos V. 7, 8. atviyp,a^ xiii. 12. dfcaraKdXtwrm* 

XL 5, 13. uKaXovffm X. 4. aKpacrla ?iL 5. ix, 17. 

xiii. I. a/i€/>i/JtPos vii. 32. djU€Ta«rtV)|TC»s'*‘ xv. 58. d/ATrcA^p 
ix. 7. drd vi. 5, xiv. 27. dvaKpUm ii. 14, 15 ^1*5, m 3 ix. 3^ 

X. 25j 27, xiv. 24. dpd/*p»|crts xi. 24^ 25 (quot. from Evangelic 

Tradition), dvd^cos'^ vi. 2. xi. 27. avS^ifo/xat* xvi. 13. 

xiL -28. ardyw xii. 2. dircAcii^cpos'* vii. 22. dr€- 
pig-Ttmirrm* viL drod.it^is*. ii. 4. aTroAoiio) vi, I x . dtro^^pm 

xvi. 3. dpyvpiov ilh 12. d/>oTpttt(o ix. 10, djora^ v. 10, iijVi. £0. 
d/3po)crTos xi. 30. dp)(^triKT(ji)v'^ iiL 10. darfi^em^ iv. ii. mrT^p 
XV. 41, dcrxv/^oi'«oj'*‘ vii. 36, xiii. 5. dcrxt|/^<»)p'^ xiL 23. drcftos? 

iv. 10, xii. 23. drojuos* xv. 22, avksopat xiv. 7. avAd?* xiv. 7. 
avpiov XV. 32 (quot.). d^caros xii. 2, xiv. 10. d^vxo«* xiv. 7, 

/3to>ri/cd^ vi. 3, 4. /?/3dxo«* vil. 35. yciAa iii. 2. yapl^o} 

vii. 38. 7€wpy4ov* iii. 9. yoyyvfw x. 10. ypapparev^ i, 20. 

yi‘/Ai'4T€rw"^ iv. ii, Setirvew xi, 25. 81} vi. 20. Staipco-ts* xii. 4, 

5, 6. dtatpcw xii. II. SiSa/crds ii. 13. Btepp'ijvevnjs (v. 
xiv. 28. dupjtiTjt'cuw xii. 30, xiv. 5, 13, 27. homp^vili 13, x. 14, 

iv. II (also in quot. Rom, xii. 20). Bovkayuyed)* lx. 27. 

Bpdcnropai^ iii. 19 (quot.), iv. 13. duiScKa (ot) xv, 5, 

Idw X. 13. lyfcparcvofctti* vii. 9, ix. 25. ctdwAiov* viii, lo. 
<tScoAd(?uTos viii. I, 4, 7, 10, X. 19. €iVa«oi'(i) xiv. 21 (quot). 
CKjSttcrt? X. 13. cKdixopac xi. 33, xvi. 11. J^/cor?; (v. 1. tyKOTri])^ 
ix. 12. tKpujfjiUi* XV. 34. €/c:r€ipdfw x. 9. c/crpw/xa* XV. 8. t'Aectvd? 
XV. 19. u'cpyjjjua* xii. 6, lo. €j'vop,os ix. 21. Ivoxos xi. 27. 
€VTpo7r//* vi. 5, XV. 34, €^alpQj^ V, 13 (quot.). I^cyc/pca vi. 14 

(also in quot. Rom. ix. 17), €^owtd(a) vi. 12, vii. 4 Ms. loprd^’w'*- 
V. 8. €Vdvo) XV. 6. cTTcptordw xiv. 35 (also in quot Rom. x. 20). 

cTTi/SdAAw vii. 35. € 7 n 0 avdrios^ iv. 19. iindvpYjTY^s^' x. 6. 

l7r4KC4ptai ix. 16. iniixirdopai* vii. 18. ^pijpos X. 5 (also in quot. 
Gal. iv. 27). €ppy}vta'^ xii. 10, xiv. 26. IcroTrrpov xiii. 12. €Te' 

pdyAtocrcros* xiv. 21 (quot). edycnjs i. 26. cd/caipew xvi, 12, 

€wrdp€8po$* vii. 35. €tVi^/iOs* xiv. 9, €vcrx^//xoo-rrt;* xii, 23. 
fwx'i/zAwv vii. 35, xii. 24. xv. 33 (quot). 

^aTTTto XV. 4. <9?;pto/4ax€a»* xv. 32. mpa* xii. 9, 28, 30. lepoBvro^^'^ 

X. 28. UpQv ix. 13. tva tI X, 29. 39* 3- 

KaXdpjj^ iii. 12. KaAvTTTW iv. 3. KaraKam iii. 15. KaraKakvTT’- 
Topat^ xi. 6 d/.y, 7. Karaptim {v, L) xvi. 6. Karaarrpwyrvpi^ x. 5. 
mraxpdopm^ vii. 31, ix. .18. ■ ' Kctpt** xi. 6 dis. Ktvrpop xv. 55 and 
56 (quot.). Kiyxoio* ix. 9 (quot). Kt,$dpa xiv, 7. KiBapilm xiv. 7, 
iciv8vpcv« XV. 30. , kA«c« ,x. 16, xi »4 kdic«:o 9 xv. 37. mpdm*' 


* ■ Nowhere else N,,,T. 
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AU 14, Ai. Kop^vw^u IV. KpLTr]ptOV vi. 2, 4. 

KT^vos XV. 39. xvfiip>'y^arLS* xii. 28. KySn^aXov* xiii. i. KvpiLol 

xi. SO. koyU* xvi. I, 2. koiSopim iv. 12. Aoi'So/3os*v. ii, vi. 10. 
.\. 5 <ris* viu 27. paivopai xiv. 23. /ztiKcAAov* x. 25. 7<aAaK0's vi. 9! 
papdm 0d (paph- iWd)* xvi. ZS. p^tivo-ov* v. Il, vi. to. /«/{■“>«' 

xii. 31, xiii. 13, xiv. 5 (also in quot. Rom. ix. 12). pi\(i vii. 21, 

10, I2s X. 17,21,30. p,-i)VV(jti X. 28, ■|X)jTiy€’** 

vi. 3. Ttotxos^i- 9 - /ioAiJvft) viii, 7. ,xvpt'os iv. 15, xiv. 19. 
i. 18, 21, 23, ii. 14, iii. 19. XV. 31. xiv. 20. j-r/tos* 

XV. 54, 55, 57 (quots.). ^vpdopai xi. 5, 6. dXoOptvr^'s* x. 10. 
oAms v. I, vi. 7, XV. 29. o/xtAta* XV. 33 (quot.). »<r«V-ts xi. 25.' 
o(r<^pj)or<.s* xii. 17. ovai ix. 16. ovSen-ore xiii. 8. ovs xii. 16 (also 
in quots. ii. 19, Rom. xi. 8). oijbtAos xv. 32. traiSiov xiv. 20. 
s-at'C*"* X. 7 (quot.). iravTaxoviv. 17. ^apdyw vii. 31. fapa/iveia* 
xiv. 3. 2-npe8p£,5ro* ix. 13. ^dpoSoi* xvi. j. Jrapo^.Vopat xiii. 5. 

itd<Txa V. 7. ir(i6o^* ii. 4. 5 rerTv;KO(rTij xvi. 8. Trepidyw ix. 5. 
rtpt/JoAa.ov* xi. IS (also in quot. Heb. i. 12). ^tpiKdl^appa* iv. 13! 
vtpiTtSyjpi xii. 23. ireptil.'ijpa* iv. 13. TTfpTTfpevopaL* xiii. 14. 
irirpo x. 4 (also in quot. Rom. ix. 33). vid^ui xi. 32. ttAciVtos 

xiv. 27. irwvpaTtKiiis' ii. 13 (v. 1.), 14. irotjaairw ix. 7. Trolpv-q 

ix. 7 to. roAepos xiv. 8. Tripa x. 4. iropvcvui vi. r8, x. 8. Tropvrj 
vi. 15, 16. voTTipiof X. 16, 21, xi. 2S> 26) 27, 28. irorL^tp iii. 2, 6, 
7, 8, xii. 13 (also in quot. Rom. xii. 20). irpovKwito xiv. 25. jrpo- 
<i>rrrfva xL 4, 5, xiii. 9, xiv. I, 3, 4, 5, 24, 31, 39. TTTTJVO'i'^ XV. 39. 
TVKTtvio* ix. 26. ira>\(<a x. 25. pdjBSos iv. 21. ptrtj* xv. 52. 
a-aXiriim xV. 52. (reXtjvr] xv. 41. o-iros XV. 37. o-rdScov (‘race- 
course^)* ix. 24. <Tvp^aiv<a X. II. frvp<l>opo$^ vii. 33, X. 33, 
<rvp<j,u)voi* vii. 5. pvvdyta v. 4. a-vvyi'iopy]* vii. 6. o-i'votSa iv. 4. 
cvi tpxopai xi. 17, 18, 20, 33, 34, xiv. 23, 26. o-wtTos i. 19 (quot). 
(rvv^rjri)r^s* I 20. <Tvi-^efca viii. 7, xi. 16. a-vvKfpdvvvpt xii. 24. 
o-vvp(pt(opai* ix. 13. o-wo-t^Aw vii. 29. (rxiirpa i. 10, xi. 18, 
xii. 25. trxoAdfw vii. 5. rdypa* xv. 23. TtjpTja-iv vii. I9. riptos 
iii. 12. ToiVw ix. 26. rpdTre^a x. 21 (also in quot Rom. xi. 9), 
Ti'rtKiJs* X. II. Turreii- viii. 1 2. ivripaKpoi* vii. 36. wr;ptT>;s 
iv* 1, utrwracTfc? ix. 4, xi. 17, V7ra)7rtd^w ix. 27, xi. t6. 

tjiprjv* xiv. 20 Ms. iii. 6, 7, S, ■ ix. 7.- ■ ^ 

Xokos'*’ XV. 47, 485 49* xiii. 4, 

i^tv&opdprvv XV. 15. ii. 14, XV. 44 to, 46. <pvxovxi. s6. 

xiii. 3 (also in quot. Rom. xii. 20). iha-irtptl* xv. 8. 

3. In 2 Cor. and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles: — 

a^ap^S* xi. 9. dyavdfCT^o-is* vii. 11. dytOT^s V. 12. ayvorijs'* 

* Nowhere dse in N. T. 
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vi 65 li. 3. dypmvia* vi. 5, xL 27. viii. ao» ml 

m I Is vL 10 (also in quot Tit i. 12)* aAV ^ i 13. a/^crpos* 
arayy«AA(o vii. 7 (also in quot Rom. x?. 21). 
KaAwTO)* iii. 14, 18. iv€Khijyt)To%^ ix. 15. aTOpao-Kcwcrro# 
ix. ■ 4. ■ aTTCtTTO# ' iv, . 2. ; aTOKpipa* i. 9. diroracrcro/iai, ,■ ii, , f j, ■ 
dpia-r^pos vi. 7. -dp/idfo/xat* _ xL 2. dpp»|TOS* xii. 4. ap^am 
Y. 17. dpx<o iii* 1 (also in^quot Rom. xv. 12). ' dr£vtf<ia iiL % 13. 

iv. 4. ■ av^aiperos*; viit 3, ,17. dd^poa-vvy} xL I* 1 7, 21, 
^apvs (quot of Corinthian criticism) x. 10. BcAfap* vi. 15. I 3 ov} 0 m 
vi. 2 (quot). ^ovAcvopat i, 17. §v 06 s^ xL 25. ylvrjpa ix. 10. 

^amvatj) xii. 15. xi. 27. , BoA-dc*)"^ iv, 2. Mrrps* ix. 7 

(quot.). vi. 8 . Wvdpxy^^ xi. 32. €lcr8€X®/^®*'* vL 17 

(quot.). iKSa-sravdopat'^ xii. 15. €ic«^i//i€W^ V. 6, 8| 9. ckSpo) y. 4. 

€K(f}olBm^ X. 9. lAarropcai* vili, 15 (quot). cAa^^pm* L 17. 
lAa^pds iv. 17. €vyp(i<j>opai iii. 2, 3. V, 6, 8, 9, cpfcpiico^ 

X. 12. IpTrepiraTeco* vi. 16 (quot). IvTwdte)* iii, 7. ' l^aTTopeopai* 

i. 8j iv. 8. i^LiTTY^pt V. 13. iTrafcovo)'^ vi, 2 (quot). eTeuSmpai'^ 
V. 2, 4. iTTieiKia X. 1, iTrnrodTqcns* vii. 7, II. €irtcjK7|vdco* xiL 9. 
CFtorrao-ts xi. 28. eVeTtpia* ii. 6. ipYjfua xi, 26. ecrctf^^cv vii 5, 
Irepo^py^o)* vi. 14. cTotpws xii. 1 4. ei}<^i7pta* vi. S. €V(f>pa[vm 

ii. 2 (also in quots. Rom. xv, 10, Gal iv. 27). £</>iKveopat'^ x. 13, 14. 

tjoetos xi. 19, xii. 9, 15. ‘tpUa* iii. 15, 16. ■jjrrdopat xii. 13, 

6/appew V. 6, 8, vii. 16, X. I, 2. Bavpa xi. 14. Bvydriqp V. 18 

(quot.). 6^vp£S xi. 33. iK'aroTTjs* iii. 5. lAapds* ix. 7 (quot). 
Ka.datp€<Ti%^ X. 4, 8, xiii. 10. KaBaipkm x. 5. KaOiOiTTTip iii. 18. 
^dAi'ppa* iii, 13 (quot), 14, 15, 16. /<a3r>p\€r(u* ii. 17. Kara^dkktsi 

iv, 9. Kara^apkia^ xii. 1 6. KaraKpitri'i'^ iii, 9, vil 3. KaraXaXm 
xii. 20. KaTavapKaw*^ xi, 9, xii. 13, 14. KaraTrlym ii. 7, v. 4 (also 
in quot. I Cor. xv. 54). /cardpTiens* xiii. 9. KaTOTrr pl^o pa iiL 18. 

XdpTTw iv. 6. XriorT 7 ]s xL 26, xi. 25. XiBivo^ iii, 3. pkXav 

iii. 3, pkpipva xi. 28. p^rapkXopai vii. 8. peravom xii, 21. 

perox^* vi. 14. per pm x. 12 . piKpov xi. I, 16, poXvcrpos^ viL I. 
pcopdopat* VI, 3, viii. 20. vyjorreta vi. 5, xi. 27. vv^Oripepov'^ xi. 25, 
d^oiTTopta XL 26. ddvppds* vii, 7 (also in quot Mt ii. 18). o£Kt|- 

/T^piOF; V. ' 2. " ' dirracria xii.^ 1 , ' ' '■dxvp<f>pa* x.' 4. " TrdAat xii. 19* 

' ;raFo%)yos*' xiL 16. ; ■ ; 'iravroKpdTcup' vi. iS (quot), , ;iraptt8€£cros 
rrapavrlKo^ iv. 1 7. Trapa(l>povm^ xu 23., '..irapcKrdv'xi.'^aBL: ■ V'^aplp-^ 
)(opatv, 17, ix. 9 (quot). jrcptaapcoi Hi. 16. repwrcrcvpa 

viii. 13, 14. 7 rkpv 0 -i'^ viii. 10, ix. 2. . ' : ir Ad| Hi , 3. itAcitwcdvL ii, 13. 
wXifiyy] vh 5, xi. 23, TrXtjSvuia be* 10. ' ^ if ompos xi, 2$f:'i^''rr'poaipi0pa0: 

ix. 7» ■ ‘ffpoapaprdvdi* xii, 21, xiii,’ 2. wpotydpxppai* viii 6| io« 
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«« 5 *- vpoOviita viii. ii, 12, 19, ixs 3.- TTpoKarapTi^m* 
ix. 5. irpomipm vili. 12. wpmravaTkr^pom'^ ix. 12, xl 9, 7 rp 6 Q’Kaipo^ 
•if* 18* ■ irpoo-KOTT^*' vL 3, viii, 2, 9, ■ viiL' 9* ■ 

.,^cij 3 U(m xl ZS^ a-apyavti* xL 33, cr^/icpo*/ iii, 14, 15' (also, in 
.quot Rom* xi. 8). a^KTjpo^* v. 1,4. ctkiSAo^’** xii, 7* o-Kopiri^w 
lx. :9 (quot.). o'wopos ix. 10. (TfrovBaios^ viii:.i7, 22. orTeyox<»- ' 


plo/xat* iv. 85 Vi. 12. 


a-Tparia x. 4. 


crvAao^"^ xi. 8. €rvp<j>m’7]cris'^ 


vi. 15. crwaroo-rcAAco* xii, 18. ori’veKS^^/Aos viii. 19, cryvKardB^o is^' 
vL 16. u-vvoxl] ii. 4. crvvT^pTTii}'^ viii. 18, 22. (rvvvTrovpyGdi^ I 11. 
crwraTiKos* iii, i. , T€t )(09 xi. 33. Tii)XiKovros i. 10. rpU xi. 25^ 

xii 8. tv<^Aooj iv, 4. vjSpts xil 10. i 5 ircp* xi. 23. virep^aXkovTm^ 
xl 23. wepcK-ctva'*®' x. 16. wepc/crceVtu* x. 14. v 7 r€pkLav^ xl 5, 
xii. II. vtpoui xl 7. iji^iSophiDs"^ ix. 6 (proverb). <jb^o'yyos‘^ x. 10 
(also in quot. Rom. x. 18). <j)vkaKrj vi. 5, xl 23. ^ucrccDcrts'^ xii. 20. 
(^(aria-po^^ iy, 4, \aAaoj xi. 33. x^tporovew viii. 19, \opi-}y^(ti 
ix. 10. i/'et)8a?r6crToAos* xi. 13. 

\pi 6 vpnrp 6 $^ xii. 20. 

4. In Gal and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles : — 

'*kyap^ iv. 24, 25. aKvpod) iii. 17. dkk 7 ]yop€u>^ iv. 24. dvacrra- 
TOto) V. 12. dvarlOepat ii, 2, dv€pxopat i. 17, 18. dvtoOev iv. 9. 
dvoKOTTTu} V, 12. apa ii, 17. ^acr/fatV<o^ iii. i, ^oao) iv. 27 (quot). 
BaKm^ V. 15. ii. 5. ly^parcta v. 23. ii. 14. 

ft/ccu* ii. 5. iKj 3 dkkii) iv. 30 (quot), l#cAi 5 opat vi. 9. eKTTTvw'^ 
iv. 14. Ippevw iii. 10. eVevAoyeo/xai iii. 8 (quot.). iv. 10. 

I^atpfiw i. 4. l^fltTTOcrTcAAw iv. 4, 6. i^opuaram iv. 15, tVtSta- 

Tacroropat"^ iii. 15. iTtKardpatos^ iii. to (quot), 13 (quot). 
hriTpoTTOS iv. 2. ev^ecus i. 16. €wpo<j( 07 r€<rt* vi. 12, tSc v. 2, 

ii, 14. toi’8at#cwS'*‘ ii. 14. lovSaiVpos* i. 13, 14. tcrropew'^ 
L 18. KaTaytvwicco ii. Ii. Karapa iii. 10, 13. KaTacrKOTreco"^ 

ii. 4, KfivoSo^os*^ Y, 26. Kp&pdvvvpt iii. 13 (quot). peracTTpe^ct) 

L 7, peTO-Ti^y/pj L 6. pyp' iv. 10. pop^oopat* iv. 19. pvKri]- 

ptfopat*^ vi. 7. % 040 S V. 2 . op^oyroSeca* ii. 14, irat^tVfcy; ^ 

23, 3© (quot), 31. yrapary^pw iv. 10. jrapctVaK'Tos* ii. 4. 
TarptKOi* I 14. T€Krpoviq* Y, S. inriiAeKos vi. '1 1. : V^op^eo) i. 13, , 23, 
rpoctSov iii. S. yrpoemy y€ At {opat^ iii. 8. 7 rpo 0 €(rp[a^ iv. 2, 
wpOKak^opat^ v. 26. rrpoKVpoopm* iii, 17. TTpocravarc^epat* i. 16, 
iL 6, yrpoo'Tt^pt iii. 19. p7;yn*pfc iv. 27 (quot). crretpo? 27 
(quot). cTTtypa* iv, 17* <rwi|AtKt(«Ti^s* i, 14, (ruFirapaAap^arca 
ii I. crwcrTOt)(€w* iv. 25. crwwoKptvopat*:. iL . 13, ; rapacrcrwi 
L 7^ Y« lo. TcicvtoF (v. 1.) iv* 19* rUroi iv. -. ,27 (quot.)* wocrr^AAfti 
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if. I». vrocrrpei^w i. 17. v, 20* v, 26. <f>opnDv 

?L 5. jip€¥a7raram* vL 3. iv, 19, 27 (qiiot.)* 

5. In two or more of the group and nowhere else in Pauline 
■ Epistles 

'A,f3j3il Rom. viii. 15, Gal. iv. 6. 'A/ipaa^* Rom. iv. 1, 2, 3 (quot.), 
% 12, 13, 16, ix. 7, xL I, 2 Cor. xi. 22, Gal iii. 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, i6j 18, 
29, aSiKos Rom. Hi. 5, i Cor. vL i, 9. i Cor. xi. 19^ 

Gal. V. 20. ttKaracrracTAa i Cor, xiv, 33, 2 Cor. Ti, 5, xii. 20. 
ikXdfra-etv Rom. L 23, I Cor. xv. 51, 52, Gal. iv. 20. a/^apr^/ia 
Rom. iii. 25, i Cor. vi. i 3 , d/i€rap€A>|Tos* Rom. xi. 29, 2 Cor. vil 
JO. dpayKa^ia 2 Cor. xii. ii. Gal ii. 3, 14, vi. 12. ^'drd^cpa Rom. 
ix. 3 j I Cor. xii, 3, xvi. 22, Gal. i. 8, 9. dvOpioirivo^ Rom. vi. 19. 

i Cor, ii. 13, iv. 3, x. 13. dvriptcrdla^ Rom. i. 27, 2 Cor vi. 13. 

d7ripxop<i-t> Rom. xv. 28, Gal. i. 17. dirokoyeopaL Rom. ii. 15, 2 Cor. 
xii. 19. diropkia 2 Cor. iv. 8, Gal. iv. 20, aToirroXy Rom. i. 5, 

1 Cor. ix. 2, Gal ii. 8. apery y Rom. i. 27 hSj Gal. iii. 28, d<f>trjpi 
Rom. i. 27, iv. 7 (quot.), i Cor. vii. ii, 12, 13. d<^opiX<*> Rom. L i, 

2 Cor. vi. 17, Gal i. 15, ii. 12. / 3 ar-rifw Rom. vi. 3 to, i Cor. i. 

13, 14, 15, 16, 17, X. 2, xii. 13, XV. 29 to, Gal iii. 27. ^acrrdfiu 
Rom. xi. 18, XV. I, Gal v. 10, vi. 2, 5, 17. PejSaio^ Rom. iv. 16, 
2 Cor, i. 7. (^ypLa Rom. iv. 10, 2 Cor. v. 10. yvpvos 1 Cor. xv. 

37, 2 Cor. V. 3. yvpvoTys Rom. viii. 35, 2 Cor. xi. 27. Bipoi 

1 Cor. ix. 26, 2 Cor. xi. 20. ByKo^ i 'Cor. xv. 27, Gal iii. ii. 

Btanpivui Rom. iv. 20, xiv. 23, i Cor. iv. 7, vi. 5, xi. 29, 31, xiv. 29, 
BiaKpifTis Rom. xiv, 1, i Cor. xii. 10. 8ta(TToXr;* Rom. iii. 22, x. 12, 
X Cor. xiv. 7. Sdpxopai Rom. v. 12, i Cor. x. i, xvi. 5, 2 Cor. i. 
16. Sixoo-Tacria* Rom. xvL 17, Gal v. 20. SovX^ta Rom. viii. 15, 

21, Gal iv. 24, V. I. Rom. xiv, 4, 2 Cor. ix. 8, xiii. 3, 

^IXiKptvia^ 1 Cor. V. 8, 2 Cor. i. 12, ii. 27. ^icrepxopai Rom. v. 12, 
xL 25, X Cor. xiv. 23, 24. Rom, xii. 19, 2 Cor. x. 6. 

€k:kXciw* Rom. iii, 27, Gal iv. 17. tKKoirTm Rom. xi. 22, 23, 2 Cor, 
xi. 12. Ik^tiVto) Rom. ix. 6, Gal v. 4. Rom. viii. 20, i Cor. 

k. 17. €X€vB€pla Rom. viii. 21, r Cor, x, 29, 2 Cor. iii. 17, Gal. il 

4, VI. 13. iX€v$€p6m Rom. vi. 18, 22, viii. 2, 21, Gal v. i. Ipckcp 
R om. viii. 36 (quot), xiv. 20, 2 Cor. iii. 10, vii. 12. i Cor. 

• vL 12, X. 23, 2 Cor. xii 4. 47ratvm Rom, xv. ii, 1 Cot xl 2, 17, 

22. imi Rom. HI 6, xi, 6, 22, i Cot v. 10, vii. 14, xiv, 12, 16, 
XV. 29, 2 Cot xL 18, xiii. 3. Ipawdw Rom. viii. 27, 1 Cot ii. 10. 
woBoopm Rom. i, 10, i Cot xvi 2. Mimp6arB€KTm Rom. xv. 16, 31, 

2 Cot 'vi. 2 (quot),' viH. 12. €%opa* Rom. ix. 3, 2 Cot xiii. 7, 9. 
i^ra^ Rom, vL 10, i Cot xv. 6. Ict»« (prep.) t Cot i. 8, iv. 
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viiL 7» a Cor» L 13, iii. 15, xiL 2 (also in quots» Rom, 

iii. I a, xL S). ir/X6m i Cor. xii. 31, xiiL 4, xiv. x, 39, 2 Cor. xi, % 

Gal tv. 17, 18. I Cor. v. 6, 7, 8, Gal v, 9. i Cor, 

^v. 6 -Gal V. 9 (proverb). (moTroim Rom, iv. 17, viil ix, i Cor. xv. 

36j 45, 2 Cor. iii. 6^ Gal iii 21. x Cor. xi. 17, 2 Cor. 

xii. 15. Rom. xi. 12, i Cor, vl 7. ^aAao-o-a i Cor. x. i, 

2, 2 Cor. xi. 26 (also in quot Rorn. ix. 27). eamrow Rom. vii. 4, 
viii. 13, 36 (quot,),. 2 Cor. vi. 9. $€piC<^ i Cor. ix. n, 2 Cor, ix. 6, 

Gal vi. 7, 3 , 9. ^P}Avs Rora. i. 26, 27, Gal iii. 28. Biio-avpi^ta 
Rom. ii. 5 > ^ Cor. xvi. 2, 2 Cor. xii. 14, Ovt^tos^ Rom. vl. 12, viil 
iij I Cor, xv. 53 > ^ Cor, iv. n, v. 4* OvarLacrTii^pLov Roni, xi, 3, 
X Cor, ix. 13, X. 18. i Cor. xiv. 16, 23, 24, 2 Cor. xi. 6. 

loov i Cor. XV. 51, 2 Cor. v. 17, vi. 2, 9, vil ii, xii 14, Gal I 20 

(also in quot. Rofai. ix. 33). niTpaijXdrr^s Rom. ix. 4, xi. i, 2 Cor, 
xL aa. IfTxvixk i Cor. i. 25, 27, iv. 10, x. 22, 2 Cor. x. 10. 

Rom. iv. i2j 2 Cor. xii. iS. KaOo Rorn. viil 26, 2 Cor. viii, la, 

Kav I Cor. xiii. 2 h's, 3 fer (v, 1 ), 2 Cor. xi. 16. 2 Cor, 

X. 13, 15, 16, Gal. vl 16. Ka,TaSovk 6 u>* 2 Cor. xi. 20, Gal. ii. 4, 

Haratcrxriu) Rom. V. 5, ix. 33, x, 1 1, i Cor. i. 27 to, xl 4, 5, 22, 

2 Cor. vii. 14, ix. 4. Kara^pa-w Rom. ii. i, viil 3, 34, xiv. 23, i Cor. 
xl 32. KaTaAAa;/';;* Rom. V. II, xl 15, 2 Cor. V. 18, 19. /caraA- 
Aacro-w* Rom. v. 10 to, i Cor. vil ii, 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20. ^araAvci^ 
Rom, xiv. 20, 2 Cor v. i, Gal ii. 18. KarivavTi Rom. iv. 17, 2 Cor. 
ii. 17, xii 19. KaT€iT 6 l(a 2 Cor. xi. 20, Gal v. 15. Karr/x^w Rom. 
ii, 18, I Cor. xiv. 9, Gal. vi. 6. kIvowos* Rom. viil 35, 2 Cor. xl 
26. Khjpoi'opho I Cor. vi. 9, 10, .XV. 50 to, Gal. iv. 30 (quot.), v, 
21. KXijTik Rorn. i. i, 6, 7, viii. 28, i Cor. I i, 2, 24. Kkipa* 

Rom. XV. 23, 2 Cor. xi. ro, Gal I 21. Koka<f}l^o) i Cor. iv. 11, 

2 Cor. xii 7, Kokkao/uxL Rom. xii 9, i Cor. vl 16, 17. Kpd^m 
Rom. viii. 15, ix. 27, Gal iv. 6. Rom. xiv. 21, i Cor. viil 

13. KpvwTO'i Rom. il 16, 29, r Cor. iv. 5, xiv. 25, 2 Cor, iv. 2. 
Kvp 6 (i>^ 2 Cor. ii, 8, Gal iii. 15. Ktopo? Rom. xiil 13, Gal v. 21, 
klBos I Cor. iii. 12, 2 Cor. iii 7 (also in quot Rom. ix. 32, 33). 
kifuk Rom, viii. 35, 2 Cor. xi. 27. fiaKaptarf\6s^ Rom. iv. 6, 9, Gal 

iv. 15. pWyj Rorn. xiil 13, Gal v. 21. fJ^€pt(io Rom. xii. 3, i Cor. 

i. 13, vii. 17, 34, 2 Cor. x. 13. p.€rapop(j>6QpaL Rom. xii 2, 2 Cor. 
ill. 18. piKpo^ I Cor. V. 6, Gal. v. 9, pmpaltm Rom. i, 22, x Cor. 
i. 20. Rom. iv. 19, 2 Cor, iv, 10. x Cor. iii. 12, 

Gal iii. 13. opo«W Rom, I 27, i Cor. vii. 3, 4, 22. opws i Cor. 
xiv. 7, Gal ill. 15. mXov Rora. vi. 13, xiii. 12, 2 Cor. vi. 7, x. 4. 
opos I Cor. xiii, 2 (proverb). Gal iv. 24, 25. ov^ek x Cor, xiii, 
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I, 2 Cor. xh S, Rom. i. 14, ?iii. 12, xv. 27, Gal. v. 3. 

Rom. xiii. 7 , 1 Cor. m 3. i Cor. w. 8* 2 Cor. xL 

I, Gal T. 12. 5 <^is X Cor. x. 9^ 2 Cor. xi. 3 Rom. vi. 23, 

I Cor. ix- 7i 2 Cor, xi. 8. xailaywyo^"** t Cor. i?. is^ Gal iii. 34, 
25. iraPTcas Rom. iil 9, l Cor. ?. XO, ix. xo, 22, Xfl 12, irapa-' 
Rom. ii. 25, 27, Gal il x8. vapa(^Mm* Rom. x. 19, xi. 11, 
I4t I Cor. X. 22. TrapaKoiq Rom. V. 19, 2 Gor. x. 6.' ■ arapacTKCvtlfto 
I Cor. xiv. 8, 2 Cor. ix. a,- 3. irap«icr€p)(o|Aa4* Rom. ¥. 20^. Gal ii. ■ 
4. irap 0 «ros i Cor. ¥il 25, 28, 34, 36, 37, 38, 2 Cor. xl 2. 

I Cor. ¥. 2, 2 Cor. xii. 21, , irtpAo-o-cia Rom. v. 17, 2 Cor. viil 2^ 
X. 15. w€pw(r 6 s Rom, iii. 'i, x Cor. xii. 23, 24, xv. 10, 2 Cor. il % 
ix. I, X. 8. , ffiVfti Rom. xiv. 21, i Cor. ix, 4, x. 4, 7 (quot.), 21, 31^ 
xL 22, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, XV. 32 (quot). -iriwTm Rom. xi. xi, 22, 
xiv. 4, X Cor. X. 8, X2, xiii. 8, xiv. 25. i Cor. i. 5, 2 Cor. 

vi, 10. ix. II. ffotos Rom. iii. 27, t Cor. xv. 35. trov Rom. iii. 27, 

1 Cor. i. 20, xii. 17, 19, xv. 55 (quot), Gal iv. 15, irpoeTrayylAAopat^ 

Rom. i. 2, 2 Cor. ix. 5. irpofpS Rom. ix. 29, 2 Cor, vii, 3, xiii. 2, 
Gal i. 9. TtrpokafijSdvu) i Cor. xi. 21, Gal vi. i. rpocFKopjua Rom, 
ix. 32, 33 (quot), xiv. 13, 20, i Cor. viil 9. Rom, xv. 26. 

2 Cor. vL 10, Gal il 10, iv. 9. va>po<i> Rom. xi. 7, 2 Cor. iii. 14. 
arapKiKos t Cor. iii. 3 hs, ix. ix, 2 Cor. I 12, x. 4. a-dpKivos Rom. 

vii, 14, I Cor. iii. i, 2 Cor. iii. 3. myd(a Rom. xvi. 25, i Cor. xiv. 

28, 30, 34. cr/cavSptAtfw Rom. xiv. 21, I Cor. viil 13 h% 2 Cor. xi. 

29, o'KdvdaXov Rom. ix. 33 (quot), xl 9 (quot), xiv. 13, xvi. 17. 

1. Cor. I. 23, Gal V. 11. ' (rzeCpta I Cor. ix. ii, xv. 36, 37, 42, 43,44, 

2. Cor. ix, 6 lOj.Gal vl 7, 8 Ms. , arwovBiq Rom. xil.-B,.! i,;a Cor. 
•vil II, 12, viil 7, S, 16. ■ . <rravp 6 m t Cor. i. 13, 23, il 2, 8, 2 Cor, 
xiii 4, Gal, ill. .1, V. 24, vi 14. crrcrafo) Rom. viii 23, 2 Cor. v. 2, 
4. arr€vox^pt'^"^ Rom. ii. 9, viii 35, 2 Cor. vi. 4, xii. 20. 

t Cor. vi 12, X. 23, xii. 7, 2 Cor. viii. 10, xii i. a-wawdyofiai Rom. 
xii 16, Gai ii. 13. orvmpym Rom. viii. 28, i Cor. xvi. 16, 2 Cor. 
vi X, Q'vv^ardita I Cor. V. 1 1, Gal ii 12. <rvv€vBoKm Rom, i 32, 

1 Cor vii 12, 13. crvvKXelbi Rom. xi 32, Gai iii. 22, 23. gtvp- 

nplvm^ I Cor. il 13, 2 Cor. x.' 12, crvwao'xw'^ Rom. viii. 17, x Cor. 
xii 26. tTwa-raypom Rom. vi 6, . Gai ii ao. ' rarctpos Rom. xii. 
16, 2 Cor. vii 6, x. i. mcrcrca Rom. xiii 1, i Cor. xvi 15, 

roo-owos I Cor, xiv. 10, Gal iii 4. tovp^vtIw 2 Cor. ii, 7, Gal ii. 7. 

Tpirtiv i Cor. xii. 28, 2 Cor. xii. 14, xiii. i. rplros t Cor, xv, 4, 

2 Cor, xii 2. vpcTcpos Rom, xi 31, i Cor, xv, 31, xvi 17, 2 Cor. 

viii, 8, Gal vi, 13.- hrMp^oX^* Rom. vii 13, i Cor. xii 31^ 2 Cor. 

i 8, iv, 7i 17, xii 7, Gal i 13. wcprepicro-cv©* Rom. v. ao, 2 Cor 
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vil 4* Rom. vtii. 39, 2 Cor, x. 5, 4 *avipm(ns* i Cor. xll 

7, 2 Cor. iv. 2. 4 }uBofiai Rom, viil 32, xl 21, 1 Cor. vil sS, 2 Cor. 

i, 23, xii 6, xiii. 2. Rom. iii, 18, i Con vi. 16, vil 29, x, 

T9^\xy. 50, Con x., lo. ■ i^Baprot Rom. L 23, r Con ix. 25, xy. 53, 

54. . ,Rom. xiii 4, t Con xy. 49. ^pd<r<rta Rom. iii; 19, 

3 Con xl 10. 4 >p 6 i'ipo^ Rom. xl 25, xil i6, i Con iv. 10, x. 15, 
■2 Con xi. 19. Rom. iii. 13 (quot), i Con xiv. 21 (quot). 

Rom. x?l 2, 2 Con iii i. ■ 2 Con xi 26. 

Gal il 4. i^€Xm Rom. il 25, i Con xul.3, xiv. 6, Gal v. a* 

III 

The Prison Epistles 

I, In Phil and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles 
dyms* I 11^ dBijpopiUi il 26. ai<r$rjcrLi* I 9, atrsj/Aa iv. 6. 
aKaip€opat^ iv^ 10. dAuros* ii. 28. dva^dAAw'*’ iv. 10. dvaAi*<i> 
I 23. diro^ali m I 19. diroucrk* ii. 12. dperij iv, 8. dpray/xo^:* 

il 6. dcr<^>aAr/s iii I. aurdpicijS* iv. ll. ii. 23. (S^/Sat- 

writ I 7, (dLjSkos iv. 3. yvjjcrtws* ii. 20. 8dcrt$ iv. 15. ct- 

XiKpiVTijiL 10. €i'Tt/iosil 29. €^avd0-Ta<rts* iii. ii. e^dvrijs ii. 23. 
4 fr€fcT€LVopai* iii. 13, ^irtXavBdvopai iii. 13. Iirtird^r/ros* iv. i. 
€T€pctfs* iii. 15. €v<f>r)po$* iv. 8, tv^vx^m^ il 19. iii. 7, 8. 

iVos ii. 6. Icro^uXos* il 20. icatircp iii 4. xaraTopi^* iii 2. 
Karax^dvtos* ii. 10. K'€vo6o^ta^ il 3. Kvmr iii. 2. iv. 

15. p^ydXm^ iv. xo. ii. 6, 7. pviopai^ iv. 12. of^at 

Li;. o«TaT;/A€pos* iii 5. wapafioXtvopai,* ii. 30. TrapapWiov^ 

ii. I* trapaTrA^Jcriov* il 27. roAiTevpta'^ iii. 20, sroAtrci'opat I 27. 

rpaiTW/Hov L 13. WTVpopfii* i. 28. o-KoAtos il 15. cTKv/iaAoi^* 
ill s. tJvXXap^dvm h, 3. <rvp./Aop<pt{o/Aat* iii 10. crwa6>Ae<«‘*^ 

3. tim>(vy.os* iv. 3. ' crvr/Ai/x?/Tr/s* iii, 17. 

ii. 2.' : TC6?rctvtorts ' iii 21. TcActdw iii 12. ' vsrcpv^'oa^* il 9. 

iVT€p:r|orts iv. XI. . iii. 5. <j>(twrH]p il 15. 

, v; ,2.:. Ill Eph. and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles 
:■ dyvoia iv, 18. dypt??rr€(*> vi. 18, . il 12. aJorxpdTt?!’*’ 

V. 4. alxp^Xmirla iv, S (quot,). mxpoLXmrtvm* iv. 8 (quot.). 
dKpQymviam il 20. dp<f> 67 €poi, il 14, 16, ■ x8. . mwmopai'^ iV. 23. 
dvivipi vl 9. vl 19; dwaXyiopm* iv. 19. ■ dvuXifj vL.19, 

V. 15. /^cAo«* vL i6.' Bmp^v ii. 8* ■ Ixropivopat iv. 29. 
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V. 29, IV. 4. iv. 38 13. «£icr),;tW* iii. ig, 

ii 17. iv. 26. €?ris^avcr#cw* v. 14 (quo t from 

hymn). fTTovpdvia {rd)* i, 3, 20, ii. 6, iii. 10, vi, 12* ipJa^xta i?. 19, 
tTQtpao’m* V!, 15. €v vi. 3 (quot). cwota* fi, 7. €W 7 rA.oy;^W 
iv. 32. €VTpaiT€kl(^^ V. 4. ^kmia iv. 13. BvptSs* ?i 16. Kara- 
lioh] 1, 4, KaTU/miFfios* iv. 12. KaroiKYiTf^pmv ih 22, Knrmtipo^* 
iv, 19 (quot.). nkripoopad^ L it. KkvBmp[(opm* iv, 14. mirpth* 

Kpdrmp* VL 12, Kpmiy^ iv, 31, v. 12, Kv^ta^ iv, 14. 

paKpdv ii. 13, 17. pafcpoxpdvm* vi. 3 (quot.). ftcyc^os* i, 19. 

p€6oUii* iv. 14, vi. II. p6(r6roixov* ii 14. ilL iS. pmpo- 

koyla* V. 4, 6pyL(opaL iv. 26 (quot). «crioTrjs iv, 24 (only other 
N. T. instance Benedicius^ Lk. i. 75). w^i's vi. 14. Tak^* vl 12. ■ 
iravoTrA/a vi. ii.- •jrapotKo? ii. 19. frapopyuTpos* iv. 26. warpim' 
iii 15. H^pi(dvrvpi vi. 14. jrAaro^ , iii 18. ■ iv, 11.:.' 

iroAtrcia ii. 12. iroAvTroiK'tAos*- iii, 10. irpoikiri^m^ i 12. frpoo'-. 
KapTipiprts"^ vi. r8, rrpoa-Kokkdopa! v. 31 (quot). pvrk^ V. 27. 
<rarrp6^ iv. 29. (r#coToo//ai iv. 1 8. cTTrtAos v. 27. irwappokoym'^' 

ii. 21, iv. 16. <rvvHa6t((o ii. 6. (rvv/i«roxos'^ iii. 6, v. 7, cnTot#co> 

^opetty^ ii. 22, <rviitroktTip^ ii. 19. iii. 6. tnorrjpun' 

(noun)^ vi. 17. vSutp v. 26. iVfpam i 21, iv. 10. viroShpai 

vi. 15. vi/^o^ iii. 1 8, iv. 8 (quot.). 4*payp6<s ii, 14. 4ip6v7iins i. 8. 

X^^piTOm i. 6. \€t,p07:OL1)TO<; \i. II. 

3. In Col. and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles ; — 

d$vp€<d^ iii. 21. a^rxpoki^yta^ iii. 8. aAas iv. 6. dvc^tos’^ 
iv., 10. ' dvTamirA>//>ota^ .i, 24. ■ «vTttiro^,o«pfcV* ilL 24. dmKMopm^ ' 

ii. 15, iii, 9. dircK^lvti'ts'^ ii, ii. moKplvopm iv, 6. dvoKpv^m ii. 3. 

dtroxP'ip^^^'^ ii. 22. ap€(rKl(i^ i, 10. dprtm iv. 6. utpiiMm* IL 23. 

fipaptm* iii, 15. yei’ojuat ii, 21. Btty partem ii, 15. Boy part- 

{pp(xi^ ti. 20. W€ko$p>)crf(la^ ii. 23. iipyp'OTro&m* L 20. €/** 

ii. iS. h^rakpa^ il 22 (also in quot, Mt xv. 9 = Mk. vii. 
7). ii. 14. €Opr^ ii. 16. ivxdpwro^* iii, 15. 0€QTris* 

ii, 9. 0 iyydvm ii. 2i. $p 7 i<TK€ta ii. 18. Bpoims L 16, larpik 
iv, 14. Kiita^pa/^evwl* ii. iS. Kk^p&i i. 12. parmndm^ I, 23. 
pop^yj^ iii. 13. V€0/it)jrta* ii. 16. oparos* i. 16. vapakftyilopai 
ii. 4. irapKiyopia"^ iv. II. riBavnkoyla'^ ii. 4. TiMpaJvin iii, 19. 
7 rXrf(rpoift}^ ii. 23. rdvos iv. 13. irpoaKorco* i. 5. Trpoirfikom* 
ih 14, vpmrnm'^ i. 'iS. ^rntd ii. 17. IBKpOtp* iii. n. orrcpi- 
mpa^ ii. 5. <rvkaymym^ ii. 8. (n'vSovAo? i. 7, iv. 7. irmpariKm* 
ii 9. tcAcwt'ijs ill 14. m€vavrm ii. 14. ii. 4 

Xup6ypatlmv* ii.-i4. 


Kowherc eke in N. T. 
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4* Itt Epri. and Col and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles :— 

fBm Eph. ?. 19, Col ill. i6, dv 0 pm 7 rdp€(Tico^^ Eph. Vh 6, Col iii. 
22. awaXXorpioopaL* Eph. il. I2, iv. i8, Col i. 21. affOKaraA- 
kd(r(r(u^ Eph. ii. i6j Col i. 20, 21. av^?;crts* Eph, iv. 16, Col ii. 19. 
d(l>€(ris Eph. i. 7, Col L 14. Eph. iv. 16, Col ii. 19. Sidvoia 

Eph. ii. 3, iv, j8. CoL i. 21, Boyfxa Eph. ii. 15, Col ii. 14. 
Bvi/a/ioto Eph. vi. 10, Col L II, 0 €i&€ki 6 m Eph. iii. 18, Col i. 23. 

h-ar€i-m 7 noy Eph. I 4, Col 1 22. KaTOtKcct) Eph. iii 1 7, Col i. 1 9. 

ii. 9. KvpLOT'^s Eph. I 21, Col i. 16. 6 <f> 6 a\iio 8 ovXia'^ Eph. vi. 6, 
Col iii. 22. ptloopai^ Eph. iii. 18, Col ii. 7. a-vvBeirpos Eph. iv. 
3, Col. ii. 19, iii. 14. (rvv^taoTrouoi^ Eph. il 15, Col il 13. vpvo$^ 
Eph, V. 19, Col iii. 16. (pBr'i Eph, v. 19, Col iii. 16. 

5. In Phm. and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles : — 

tti'tt7rc/x:rct> IX. aTTOTiVo)* 19. axp>?crTos* xi. eKovcrtos* 1 4, 
efnrdcrtrd} 8. ^U‘ta 22. ovivapat.* 20. irpocrotpeiXm* 19. 

6. In two or all of the group (Phil, Eph.«Col, Phm.) and nowhere 
else in Pauline Epistles : — 

dpiopos Phil ii. 15, Eph. I 4, v. 27, Col i, 22. Eph. v. 4, 

Col iii. 18, Phm, 8. y€i'€d Phil ii. 15, Eph, iii. 5, 21, Col i. 26. 

i 7 Tt,x,opif)yiu^ Phil i. I9 j Eph. iv. 16. <rvvKoiv(av€(o Phi^ 14, Eph. 
V. II. crwcTTpartcuT^?^ Phil ii. 25, Phm. 2. ra 7 r€tvo^po<rvv 7 ji Phil 
ii. 3, Eph. iv. 2, Col il iB, 23, iii 12. 






The Pastoral Epistles 


. I. In X Tim. and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles t— 

':y ayveia* iv. 12, V. 2 . d^XoTT]^* vl 17, ■ atSws* il 9.^ . ^AA<jjS 
¥. 25. dpoi^iq^ V. 4. avopaTToStCTTiJs* i. 10. dv^TtXrjp^ro^'^ iii. 2, 
:V. 7, vl 14. ivrWems^ vl 20. dvTtXafi^dvopmf n. 2. aw-- 
/Xmpop*^: iL 6. dmpavTQs^ i. 4. d‘^ 6 f 3 Xi]Tos* iv. 4.- ' aroSfKros* 
il '3, V. 4. dirom)(ri* i, 15^ iv, 9, d 7 ro$r^(rmvpi^m^ vL awo- ■ 

, Afiwfcsl vi, 17, a?ro 7 rAam<ii vi. lO- aTTpocrcro?* .vl- 6. dpyo^- 
V, 13 hs (also in qtiot. Tit. i. 12). avAvrlw* il 12. d«f»iXdpyvpos § 
iii. 3, ^al 9 ftd$* iii, 13, pXa^tpos^ vl 9. jSpaSwo Iii. 13, 
pvOl^mi vi. 9. ypoMfi^* iv. 7. yvjpvd^io iv. 7. • yvpvatria^ iv. 8. 

hairuparpip'tj* vi. 5. ^Mrpo(f>ri^ vi. S. SfAoyos* iii. S. SmKTr}^* 

* Nowhere else iis N. T. 

t Elsewhere in N. T, only in Luke (Gospel and Acts)# ■ 

I Elsewhere in N. T. only in TIeb. 
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L 13. $w«xcrT5|sf vi, 15. iBpaimfKf.* iii. 15. €hr<li€pm, ■’fl ^ 
fPcyoFOS^ V» 4. i. 4. €K<j>€fm vi. 7. fXacrcrcDp t* ^ 

(also m quot Rom. ix. 3). Ipmvrm ill 6^ % fi. 9. cftcv^is^ 

ii. I, i?. 5. €ifTp€ij>opat* iv. 6. iwaKoXovOm v, 1O5 24. i^apKm^- 

V. IO5 16 h‘s, iwiXap^dvopm vi. 12, 19. tTr^/xcAlo^cii t iii. 5 
mriopKO^'^ i. 10. iwmkifjfrcrm* v. i, ■ €?rfO“K 07 r>| iii. i, iwitFrafim. 
iv. 4. €WiTWiijp.{. V, 22. itepoBtBacnmkm'* i. 3, vi. 3, ^mpyuria 

vi,. 2. cT/JtcTaSoTos* vi. 18. ciVe^cwf v. 4. (Moyorcwf vi. 

^p€pm* H. 2. ^}arvX^Q^ ii- 2. 0 €Q(T€§€s.a* ii. 10. V, 


ipartarposj ai. 


Karakeyopai^ V. 9. KfitTacrToAip ii, 9. icara- 


<rrptivum* v. ii, mvarfipidlopat"^ iv. 2. vi. 18. 

Koarpm* ii. 9, iii. 2. Kov/^ttus:* ii. 9, Kriitpa iv. 4. Aoyo/4tt;^ia’^ 
vL 4. AotSopta ¥,14. papyapiTTj^ ii, 9. ■ iiaraioAoyia* L ' 6. 
/icAcratur* iv. 15 (also in quot Ac. iv. 2 5).- |X€TaAi|/ifts* if. 3. 
prirpoktpTqs* i, 9. povoofxai* v. 5, vtorj)^ iv. 12. t€o<^>i!TOs'*' iii. 6, 

vtjrrtD V. 10 . vofioSt^ao-KaAos-f- i. 7 , I'ocrcto'^ vi. 4 . ^€VoSoX€<i^^ 
V. 10. ot/<o8€<r7ror€(o* v. 14. opokoyovpevm^ iii. x6. o/>lyo/Aat§ 

ML I, vi. 10. irapaBixopat v. 19. ’iTaTpok<p')p* I 9. tr€/>t€pyo?t 
V. 13, TTipUpxopat V. 13. 7r€ptr€tp(t>* vi. 30 . rtipi^oimpaif 

iiL 13. wAly/m* ii, 9. ttoAvtcAi^s ii. 9. iroptcr/Ao$* vi. 5, 6. 
s-pa{5?ra^ta* vi, ll. zrpca-^VTcptovf iv. 14. Tpo<^?;Aos§ v. 24 , 25 . 
wpOKpipa"^ f. 21 . irp6(TKkf,Gri^^ V. 21 . Tpodpivm I 3 ^ f. 5 . 
n/KVost f* 23. p;rw9'*“ iv. i. cTKlTracrpa* vi. S. trTramAdw v. .6. 

(TTO/Jtaxos* V. 23. CTfti/xaTifcost iv, S. orw^poeriVi^j* ii. 9. raxcAOP 
(v. L) iii 14, ■ ■ TMKVoyovma* v. 14. ' rtKVoyovia^ ii. 15. Tmmrpmfim* 
V. 10. rtpim V. 3 (also in quot Eph. vi. 2). vBpowQrm* v. 23. 
V3r€p«r Acovafcrt’*' i 14. . ■■ ■ ■ viroi^ota'*’ ' vi- 4. ■ wrcpos ■ i v, i,-, ' , v 3^ A,o- 
vi. 17. <^tAttpyi?pta* vi. 10. <j>k{Hipo^* v. X3. 

A($yos* iv. 2, ^€vS<oj^v/i.o$* vi. 20. 

a. In 2 Tim. and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles — 
a^Alco"*^ ii 5, aKatpm^ iv, 2. dtcpanjs^ iii. 3, ivalmirvpm^ 
L 6. avaAims* iv. 6. dvavTjipH}* ii. 26. dvaif^vx^»* 1. 1 6. 
ivi^tKaKos* ii 24. apc^ratVxwro# iL 15. av^/icpos* iii. 3. 
eFwaf iii 9, awStaTt^cpat* it. 25. airaiS^wo^* ii. 23. airo* 

rpiwi>imi>* iii. 3. aTpoairos^ vi. t 6. apyvpcof M. 20. ipTio^* 

Hi 17. utrropSas* iii* 3. dtf^ikdyaBof* iii 3. ax^pw^wt iii* 2* 
jScAvaov L r8. / 3 p€<^os ML 15, yctyypai.m* M. 17. ytiijpyos ii 6. 

Ml, 13. yvmtKaptop* Mi, 6. Sukia* i, 7, Bpopmf iv* 7 

(et Ac. JX 24). €ic8^Aos* iii, 9, iktypds* iii 1 6. iprkmm iL 4. 

♦ Kowherc else in N. T. 

t Elsewhere ia N. T. only in Lake (Gospel md Acts). 

I Elsewhere in H. T, only in Heb. 
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€vov¥io'^ ill, 6. €^apTi(mj hl 17. eTravopumai^^ in. 16. 
(Tisipevisi^ iv, 3. iTrtnpdm iv. 2. (loypiiof 5i. 26. fwoyoi’eci^ f vi, 13. 

iL 24 (also V. L i Th. ii, 7). ^€ 07 rvcv<rros* iii, 16. KaKo- 
iraBkm ii. 9. KaHovpyo^\ ii. 9. Kara,(Trpo^K) ii. 14. Karati^Q^lpta^ 

iii. 8, Kvq&bi^ iv. 3. Kpiriq$ iv. 8. Acwi/ iv, 17. Viav iv. 15. 
Aoyo/Attxew*^ ii. 14. papp.-tf' i, 5. pdxopai ii. 24. pep/Spdva*' 

iv. 13. pkvTOl ii. 19. /ATJTTOTC IL 25. V^ii>r£plK 6 %* ii. 22, voprj 

ii. 17. ^vXtvo<i ii. 20. opdoropkdi^ ii. 15. Tria-Toopat.'^ iii. 14. 
wpayparla ii. 4. irpo^orrjsi iii. 4. TrpovarTjs'f iii. 4. iii, 15, 

«rT€p€os ii. 19. o*T€<^avoa)§ ii. 5. (TTparmTYp ii. 3. crrpaToAoyeco^ 
ii, 4. {fiiVKaKOTraOkm^ i. 8, ii. 3. crcopevo)* iii. 6 (also in quot. 
Rom. xii. 20). a‘ix>ij>poin(rp 6 %^ i. 7. VTropvi^cri^ i. 5. 

iv. 13. if>LXdpyvposT iii. 2. <5^tAa«;Tos* iii. 2. <jf>iA>5Soi/os* iii. 4. 
^iX 6 B€os^ iii. 4. 14. xprjcripos^ 

ii, 14. 20- 


In Tit. and nowhere else in Pauline Epistles: — 
atp«rtKOs* iii. 10. aKardyrtocrros^ ii. S. dvr iXkym i. 9, ii. 9 (also 

in quot. Rom. X. 21). dvui(f>eXip^ iii. 9. avOdSyp i. 7. avro- 

KaraKpiros^ iii. ii, dcfydopia^ ii. 7, d^evo/j^* L 2. /^S^Avktos'* 

i. 16. ly/cparijs* i. 8. €K(rTpk<l>opaL* iii. ii. € 7 nSiop 66 (i>* i, 5. 
iwi^ropt^ta* L ii. lirKjbatEO) f ii. ii, iii, 4. rfSovrj iii, 3. By)piov 
i 12 (quot). UpoTTpew/p* ii, 3. ’lovBaiKos* i. 14. KaXoBtBdcr- 
KaXo^* ii. 3, Kardarrrjpa^ ii. 3. /<ocr^tKos§ ii. 12. AetVco i. 5, iii. 
13. Avrpoopafc ii. 14. paraf.oXoyos'^ i, 10 . ptatVw i. 15. vopiKOi 
siL 9, 13. vocr<j&i(b/Aatt ii. lo. oiKovpyos^ ii. 5. dpyiXo^^ i. 7, 
iraAtvycvccrta iii, 5. Tr€iBapx^(s>i iii. i. Trcpcovcrtos* ii. 14 (quot.), 
ir€pi 4 >povm* ii, 15 7 rp€(r^vTts:^ ii. 3. trTvyr^ros^ iii. 3. crair^Jpios”^ 

ii. II. (r(ti<l>povi((i}^ ii. 4. (rnxfypovm^ ii. 12. vyiiqs ii. 8. <j6tAa* 
yaOo$^ L 8. <f>LXavBpos^ ii. 4. <l>iXavBpb) 7 rCa 1 f iii. 4. <^tAoT€Kvos'*‘ 
ii. 4. 4 >p€va 7 rdT 7 }s^ i. 10. tj^tpovrtftt)* iii. 6. 


: 4. In two or all of the group and nowhere else in Pauline 
Epistles : — 

awrxpoKcpSjis^ I Tim. iii. 8j Tit L 7. dpaxos^ i Tim. iii. 3, 
Tit. iii. 2.. : dmrpiirm 2 Tim. il 18, TitJ. ii.: aiweos* i Tim. i 9, 
2 Tim. iii. 2. awTrorawTos’l I Tim. i. 9, Tit i. 6, 10. oVoAaVw 
2 Tim. iv. 135 20, Tit i, 5. ‘ ip% 4 opai i Tim. v. 8, 2 Tim, ii. 12, 13 
(quot. from hymn), Tit L 16, ii, 12. dcrTox««i>* i Tim. L 6, vL 21, 
2 Tim, ii 18. / 3 €/ii|Aos§ i Tim. i, 9, iv. 7, vi. 20, 2 Tiro, ii 16. 


;Nowhere.:else m.N. T. 

f Elsewhere in N, T. only in Luke v(Gospel and- Acts), 
§ Elsewhere ia N, T, only In Heb. 
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1 Tim, ii* 2, 2 Tim. li. 4. 1 Tim. i. 1 3^ 2 Tim. iiL 

2. jipmX^yta^ i Tim. i. 4, Tit. iii. 9. Sca-troriis i Tim. ?i. i, 2^ 
2 Tim. il. 21, Tit ii 9. Sta/ie^atrfo/iai* i Tim. i. 7, Tit iii. S. 
Bmym* t Tim. ii. 2, Tit iii. 3. SiBaKriKd^* j Tim. iii. 2, 2 Tim. ii. 
24. €KTp6irof4at§ I Tim. i. 6, V, 15, vL 20^ 2 Tim. iv. 4. € 7 rl§$m$ 

j Tim. iv. 14, 2 Tim, i. 6, cwl/Jetct t Tim. ii. 2^ ill 163 iv. % S* 
3i 5i 63 iij 2 Tim. iii. 5, Tit i. i. ivm/im* 2 Tim, Iii. 12^ 
Tit ii, 12. I Tim. vi. 4^ 2 Tim. ii. 23, Tit. iii 9. , mrri- 

yopia I Tim, v. 19, Tit. i, 6. #cfvo«^wi^ia* i Tim. vi. 20, 2 Tim. ii. 
16. I Tim. ii. 7, 2 Tim. i. ii. Kotrixm i Tim. ii. 9, Tit 

ii. 10. }iap 7 vpla i Tim. iii. 7, Tit. i 13. i Tim. i. 4, iv, 7^ 

2 Tim. iv. 45 Tit i. 14, vri<f>dXLos^ i Tim. iii. 2, ix, Tit ii. 2, 
vojilfjsixn* I Tim. i. S, 2 Tim. ii. 5, ouio? 1 Tim. ii.- 8, Tit L S. 

TapiiOijK^I^ I Tim. vi. 20, 2 Tim. i. 12, 14. ?rapatT€o/iat x Tim. iv, 

7, V, 1I3 2 Tins. ii. 23, Tit. iii. xo. TrapaKoXovdiU} i Tim. iv. 6 

2 Tim. iii. 10, Trapotvo?* i Tim. iii. 3, Tit i. 7. 7r€pu<rrr]pLi. 

2 Tim. ii. 16, Tit iii. g. i Tim. iii, 3, Tit i. 7. irotKlko$ 

2 Tim. iii. 6 , Tit. iii. 3. Trp^aftxnepos i Tim. v. i, 2, 17^ xg, Tit 
L 5. TTpoyovos^ X Tim. V, 4, 2 Tim. i. 3. Tpoaex^ ^ Tim. i, 4^ 

iii. S, iv. 1 3 13, vi. 3, Tit. i. 14. i Tim. ii. 2, iii 4, Tit 

ii 7. crio(j>po}v* I Tim. iii. 2, Tit. i. 8, ii. 2, 5. rvtpoopai^ x Tim. 

iii. 6, vi. 4, 2 Tim, iii. 4. vyuuvto i Tim. i. lo, vi 3, 2 Tim. i 13, 

iv. 3, Tit i. 9, £3, ii I3 .2.. . v?ropx/xv?;(jKtt> 2 Tim. ii 14,: Tit iii' 1. 

vTroTVTTticn^* 1 Tim. i. 16, 2 Tim. i. 13. i Tim, iii, 2, 

Tit i. 8, I 2 Tim. iii. 13. mjiiXipm^ i Tim 

iv. 8, 2 Tim, iii. 16, Tit Hi 8. 

■ ^ Nowhere else in ' N.T, 

t Elsewhere in N. T, only in Luke (Gospel and Acts}* 

■ I Elsewhere in N. T. only in Heb. 
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Aghaicus,. 239, 261. ^ ' ■ ■ r Apphia, 56S. ■ 

Acts, :'dn, imtiEislied work^ Aqum SalmeB, 6^0, 

Adada, 106. | Aqiiila and Frisca, 151, 189 1 , 228 

Adoption, 209, 419 1 ■, ■ 1 324,343. 

Adria, 497. Arabia, 56 f. 

Mons^ 524, 592. Aratus, iS, 24, 

Agabus, 72, 466. Archippus, 568. 

' Ages/ 153. Archons, 97 f. 

Agrippa i, 71 f. Areiopagos, 144. 

Agrippa ii, 4S6 fif, Aristarclius, 137, 342, 491, 522, 

Agrippina, 503 f. Aristobulus, 456. 

Alexander of Ephesus, 342. Arria, 491. 

the coppersmith, 624. Artemas, 621. 

the Great, 7. Asceticism, 235, 447 If., 551 f., 559 f. 

Alexandria, 4. 604. 

Allegorising, Gnostic, 592 f. Asiarch.s, 225, 342. 

Kabbinical, 27. Assassins, 473. 

Altars to unknown gods, u. Astral body, 319. 

Amanuensis, 154 f. Astrology, 84 f. 

Ambrose and Theodosius, 326. Attaieia, 87, 106, 

Amphipolis, 135. Attendant, 79. 

Ananias of Damascus, 55. Augustan Cohort, 490. 

the High Priest, 475, 481. Autobiography, PaiiFs spiritual 

Anastasist 144. 414 fi 

Angaria^ 166. ; Autonomy of the Jews in religion. 

Angelic mediators, 524, 531, 330, I 45. 

592* i 

Angelolatry, 550. I Baptism for the dead, 31.1 1 , 

Angels, 206, 284. 1 Barjesus, 85. 

Animal body, 319. I Barnabas^ 59 i, 69 f., 73, 81, 116 

^ Ammal-worship, 382, I . 118. ■ 

Anthropomorphites, 317. * Bernice, 486. 

Antichrist, 171 ff. . I Bercsa, 139. . 

Antinomianisrn, 153, 161, 195, 201, ! Bestiarii^ 254. 

214, 23S, 293, 411, 517. " ‘ Bishop,' 463, 589 ff. 

Antioch, Pisidian, 89 f. : Body and flesh, 318 1 , 4x8. 

Syrian, 65 fi. I Body essentially evil, 235. 

Antiochene subsidy, 73. | Body of Christ (the Church), 291. 

Antiochus E'piphanes, 172, xSi. 1 442. 

Appeal to. the Emperor, 485. ,/ Brigandage, -9, 89, 90. e 

■A|3oeryphal Gospels,' 593. . \ . Burial of Paul, 641. ■ 

ApoUonia, 1..33. ' : j Burning .of Rome, 6x2, 625. 

^ApoUos, 228”, 240., .323, 61.5' 1 , 621. Burrus,; 503.. . ■ ■ 

Apostasy, 181. .: . . . . \ . .. ^ 

'■Apostle, large use of,. 60. I Carpus, 624. . 

.Apostieship,..of Paul. challenged, 195,'./ C&stm Pevegrinorumy 490, 502. 

.'. 197 . .. ■■■j. Casuistry, 390. . 

.Apostoiic.r Fathers 'and ' P^torals,' I Catechists,- 2x8. ■■ 

587 1 : Catholic custom, 286, 3x0. 
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CiBcbrc®, 189. 

Cerintlws, 534, 

Chanina, R,, 32. 

CMef Shepherd,' 590. 

CMoe, 23S. 

* Christ Jestjs ' : ' Jesus Christ/ 379, 
629 f. 

Christian, the name, 67 L 
Church, growth in Paul's concept 
tion, 533 i 

»— — modelled on Synagogue, 605, 
-----.the Body of- Christ, 291, 531, ■■ 

— the Commonwealth of God, 
5^2, 533 - 

— the living. Temple, -53.4. ■ 

-- — the Pillar of, the Truth,. 603 t 
Ci!icia.ii. Gates, 104, 120, 223. 
Circiim,cislon, 109, 391, 

CmUas Dei, 512, 51% 533- 
Classi.cal quotations, 24, 

Clanda, 494. . 

Ciatidins’ expulsion of Jews from 
Home, 131, 151. 

Clanditis Lysias, 472. 

Clemens Romamis, 585, 587. 
Clement, 5x9. 

Collection lor poor at Jerusalem, 
•223, 234, 321 f*, 34.1, 366. 
Colleges, .Rabbinical, 26. 

Colossis, 54 f). 

Colossian.s, letter to the, 555 if. 
.Common Greek, 7 f. 

Communism, 36 f . . 

Conference at Jerusalem), 74 1 . 
Corinth, 149 ff,, i88. 

— — parties. at, 240. ■ ' 

Corinthian.s, first letter to (i Cor. vi. 

■ ia-20 ; 2 Cor. vi. i:4-vii...i)., 236 f. 
— - — second letter to (i Cor.), 242 0.: 
third letter to (2 €or. x-xilL 
10), 327 fi. 

fourth letter to (2 Cor. i-ix, 

adii. 11-X4), 346 f. 

Cornelius, 112. 

Corn-ships, 492. 

Council at Jerusalem, iii S, 
Couriers, 167. 

Covenant, CM and Mew, 354 f . 
Cremation, 316. 

Ciwcens, 624, 

Crete, 613 1 
Crispns, 168. 

Cyprus, 81 0. 

Dalmatia, 612, 624. 

Damaris, 14S. 

Damascus, 49 0. 

Dtowin, 306. 

39, 589. 603. 

Z>Musoae%, 189, 603. 


Death and sin, 403 0 . 

Decicff of Council at Jerusalem, 113. 
Deity of Christ, 1 61, 426, 451 i, 464, 
Delation, 384 1 
Denvas, 522, 624 i, 635. 

Demetrius, the silversmith, 3.11. 
Democratic constitution of Apostolic 
Church, 39, 8r, iii, 114. 003. 

‘ Deposit/ 393 f., 628. 

Derbe, 104, 120. 

Descensus ad Inferos, 539. 

Dionysius the Areopagiie, 147. 

' Discipline/ 593. 

Discipline of offenders, 216. 
Disembodiment, 359 if. 

Dispersion, 3 ff. 

Divine right of kings, 444. 

Divorce, 262. 

* Dogs/ 516. 

Dreai.n.s, 54 125. 

Driisilla, 480, 482. 


' Earnest/ 349. 

Earthly body, 319* 

Egnatian Way, 9. 

Elder, 463, 589 f., 603, 605. 

Elders of Ephesus at Mildtui, 462 H 
Election, 426 f. 

Ely mas, 85. 

Empire, Roman, 8 ff. 

Epaeiietus, 191. 

Epaphras, 346, 566. 

Ep-aphroditus,' 507 ff.., 516* 

' Ephesian Letters/ a aS. 

* Ephesians, Epistle to the/ 528 ff. 
Ephesus., 225 ff.' ., , 

Epictetus, 348, 370. 

Epicureans, 143. 

Epimenides, 11, 24, 618. 

Episcopos, 590, 603. 

Erastus of Ephesus, 260, 623 1 
Erskine of Linlathea, 301 ff. 
Essenes, 37, 447, 549 ff. 

Ethereal body, 52, 319. 

Euodia, 5x8. 

Eunice, . 100. 

Euraquilo (Euroclvdon), 403. 
Eutychus, 461. 

Evil eye, 203. 

‘ Examination/ 252 f., 425. 
Execution of Paul, 640. 

Exorcism, 231 ff. 

Exposure of children, 

* Fables/ 592. 

Fair Havens, 492 I. 

* Faithful words/ 304* 

Famine, 72 f. 

* Fashion/ 313. 



'Vfl- 


INDEX 



Fatherhoods'' the Heavealy Arche- 
type of, 537* 

' Fear of the Lord;’ 361, 

Feasts in idol-temples^ 

FeliXs 480 ff. 

Festes, 484 M, 

■Flesh and spiii t , 21 4, 4 1 8. 

' Fora," 5^3* 

Fortnnatus, 259, 261. 

Fortune-teller, 130. 

‘ Forty stripes save one/ 334, 
Francis of Assisi, 336. 

’ Fruit of the spirit/ 215. 

‘ Fulness/ 524, 531. 

■. Gaids of Corinth, 168, 372. ■ 

of Berbe, 104, 224, 342, 371. 

Galatia, -89 f., 223 i ■ 

Gaiatians, letter to the, 195 fi. ■ ■ 
Gallia Cisalpina, mission to, 612 1, 
624. 

Gailio, 185 t ■ ■■ ■■ 

Gama^iel, 28 f. ■■ 

Gaoler of Philippi, 133 I. 

Gates of Cilicia, 104, 1*20, 223. 

* Genealogies/ 592. 

Gentile converts, low morality of, 
i6i, ';I 95» 5 ^ 7 > 540*' . 

hostility to the Gospel worldly, 

not religious, 130, 341. ■ 
f^entiles and the Law% 108 ff. 

- first evangelised at Antioch, 

69* 

Gibbon, ii. 

Gnosticism, 523 fi. 

Gnostics (the name), 525. 
God-fearers, 12 1 
Cods of heathendom, 270 i 
Gospel a treasonable propaganda, 
3:3L 13^5 3t74. 

Grafting, 438. 

Greek colonisation, 5* 

— — conquests, 7. 

Common, 7 1 

Hadrian to his soul, 560. 

Hagar, 21 1. 

Haggadah^ 27. 

Bidachak, 27. 

’ Harrowing of Hell/ 539. 

Hearlshjp of Christ, 53 
Heathendom, corruption of, 383 fif. 
Heavenly body, 319. 

’ Heiu^enly regions/ 524. 

Heavens, the Seven, 335. 

Hebrews, 38. 

-- — Epistle to the, 639* 

Helena, Queen of Abdiene, 7$. 
Hellos, 625. 

HelJcniste, 5, 38, 


. Heresy in Asia, 523 iGf. 

I Hermes, loi, 

Hermogenes, 623, 629. 

Herod Agrippa i, 71 f. 

^86 fi. 

Hierapolis, 548. 

High Priest, Paul’s encounter with, 

475 f- 
HiUel,28. 

* House of Interpretation/ 26, 

* House of the Book,’ 22- 
Huns, 176. 

Husbands and wives, 542 f., 564. 
Hymenseus, 631. 

! Plymns, q*uotations from primitive, 
I 161, 410 1, 542, 595, 604, 630* 

! 

I Iconium, 96 f. ■ 

Idolatry, 382, 

Idols, food sacrificed to, 269 ff. 

' Image of God/ 513 f., 556. 
Immortality, quarrel between Sad- 
ducees and Pharisees, 476 f. 
Imputation, 313, 402 f., 436. 

S Inarticulate language, 306. 

I Incarnation, 514, 5^5/53^. 

! Informers, 384 f. 

. Insanity, reverence for, 130. 

, Intellectuals, 244 iff., 249. 
i Irresponsibility of God, 428. 
i Irvingitcs, 300 ff. 
i Mam, 176. 

I Isthmian Games, 150, 275. 


James, the Lord’s brother, 60, ioS» 
■ II2i..': 

— the son of Zebedee, 72. 

Jannes and Jambres, 632 f. 

Jason, 136 1 

' Jesus Christ ’ : ‘ Christ Jesus,’ 379, 
629 f. 

Jesus Justus, 523. 

' Jew,* 389. 

Jewish Gnosticism, 549 fi. 

monotheism, attraction of, 12. 

Jews, contempt for, 5* 

- — — expelled from Rome, 131, 

first addressed, S3, 380 i, 
502 1 

John Mark. See Mark. 

John the Baptist’s disciples, 228 ff. 
Judaists, 74 L, xoS fi., 194 
329 fi., 372 f., 506, 516 f. 

Judas Barsabbas, 114, 116. 

Julian, 67. 

Julius the centurion, 491 
Justin Martyr, ii. 

Justus (Titius), 168. 


" TT •; : ' . 




700 LIFE AND LETTERS OF ST. PAUL 


Kings, divine right of, 444. 

KisSy 166, 464. 

Languagb, nniversal, 7 t 
Languages and tongues, 

Laodiceia, 546 1 

Law, dofilsle signiiication, 396. 

*— given by angels,.. 206.. ■ ■ 

— - Paul’s attitude to the, 120, 193, 
413 fl. 

study of the, 26. 

— taught by rote to children, 23. 
Lawyer, 26, 622. 

Laying on of hands, 605, 

Letters, conveyance of, 166 L 
Letter-writing,' 154 f. ■ . . ■ . 
..Libertinism, 235. 

Liberty, Christian, 272 H. 

Linus, 588. 

Litigation, 242, 258. ■ . 

Lois, 100. 

■* Lord,’ title of heathen deities and 
, Emperor, 271. ■ 

* Lords * and ’ masters,’ 5SS. 
Love-feast, 37, 286. ■'■ ■■■ 

Love, praise of, 293 fl, 

Liicina, 641., , 

Lucins of Gyrene, So. 

Luke, 90 f-," 1^5, 123, T25, 135, 344, 
368, 491, 522, 5S4, 59.5 f., 

Lycos valley, 546 fi., 59S. 

Lydia, 128 L ■ ■■ . 

..Lysias, 472. ■ ■ ■ 

Lystra, 99 f. 

Macedonia, 125. 

Macedonian poverty, 366. 

Magic, Ephesian, 228, 231, 635. 
..Mai.monides, 22, 30* .'. . 

Malady, Paul’s, 87, 122, 149, 189. 
Malaria, 87, 

Malea, 149. 

Manaen, 80. 

Manual of Christian teaching, 4x2, 
594 - 

Marcus Aurelius, 410. 

Margmalia, 245, 334, 3S9, 401, 609, 
610, 

Mark, 79, 88, 1x7, 322, 566, 633. 
Marriage, 30, 262, 343. 

Mary of Ephesus, 457. 

* Masters ’ and ‘ lords,’ 588. 

Masters and slaves, 543, 564. 

Matter essentially evil, 524, 549. 
Medical terms, 56, 70, 161, 49X, 499, 

589, 610. 

Mehta (Malta), 496, 498. 

Menander* 24. 

Merceaariness, 608, 609 L 


Miletus, 462. 

Millennium, 154, 300. 

Ministries in the Church, 291. 
Miraculous gilts, 35 L 
Mishnahj 23. 

Mixed marriages, 2(^3 L 
Mnason, 467. 

Muratorian, Canon, 585. 

Mysteries, Greek, 276 f. 

' Mystery,' 320, 440, 529, 536. 

Naasekes, 524, 548. 

Names, Jews’ double, 21. 

Nanaacus, 96. 

Narcissus, 45t>.' 

Natural affection, 3S6. 

Navi^ption, season for, 6|S* 

Na^irite vow, 190, 472. 

Neapolis, i2§. ^ 

Neopythagoreanism, 448, 

Nephew of Paul, 478. ' 

Nero, 503 ff., 625, 639. 

- — — redivivm^ t ■ 

Nicolai tans, 526. 

Nicolaus, 30, 526, 

Nicopolis, 615. f., 'ha*.. ■ 

Nympha, 566. ■ ■ 

Oaths, absolution from, 485. 
Oiiesimiis, 545 f. . 

Onesiphorus, 626, 629. 

Ophioryine, 548. .- 
Oy»hites, 524, 548. 

Oral tradition, So, 2t8, 287* 

Orders of primitive ministry, 463, 
539, 605. 

Ordination, 605. 

Overseer, 589 fl, 603. 

Pagan Religion, decay of, xo 1 
Famphylia, 86 L 
‘ Panoply of God/ 543 i 
Paphos, 84. ■ 

Papyrus, 155. 

Paradise, 335. 

Parents and children, 543, 564. 
Paronomasia, 517. 

Parties at Corinth, 241 f. 

Pastoral Epistles, 579 fl. 

Pastors, 539. 

Paul, the name, 21. 

‘ Peciagogiia/ 206 f. 

Pentecost, 4. 

Pentecostal Brethren, 302 
Fersgrim^ 490* 

Perga, 87, 106. 

Persecution a lurtlieranc# of the 
Gospel, 65* 

the first, 45 ff* 

Herod Agrippa 71 i 


INDEX ?oi 


Fersec«tlon in Macddoaia, 141. 
Prter at Antiocli, 108 I!, 

at the Couacil, xia. 

Pharisaism, 32* 

Pharisees, 20 f., 3a- 
Philemon, 543, 568. 

letter to, 574 If. 

: Philetns,' 631. ... 

Philip, 39 1, 466. 

Philippi, 126 i 

Philippian generosity, 137, 142, 152, 
S£73» 508, 5«o- 

Philippians, letter to the, 510 fif. 
:PhilosGphers,X43f- 
Phoahe,; 1S9., 

.Phcenix, 493. 

Phrygian slave, 545, 

Phygelns, 623, 629, 

* Pillars,* X99. 

Pix*acy, 9. 

Plausibility, charge of, 197, 213, 362. 
PleromUf 524. 

Plot to assassinate Paul, 459, 477 L 
Poiitarchs, 136. 

Pompey's deportation of Jewish 
captives, 3. 

desecration of the Temple, 172. 

Pope as Antichrist, 176. 

Poppjea Sabina, 505. 

Potter and clay, 428, 430 f. 
Precognition, 252 f., 625. 

Presbyter, 463, 589 ff., 603, 605. 
Presbytery, 605. 

Prisca, Priscilla, 15 1. 

Prison at Philippi, 132 f. 

Progress of Gospel after Crucifixion, 

■ " -as^- • 

Prophecy and tongues, 302 f. 
Prophet, 72, 292, 535. 

Prophetess, 310. 

Prophets, Essene, 551. 

of the;' Cevennes,' 299 i. ' ' ' 
'■Proselytism, 6 , ' 

'Proverbs, 48, 65, 149, 150, 1S4,: 2x3, 
218,. 251; 253, 276, 293. 3^4*. 

475.'532, 545, 572, 608, 614. 
...Providential interposition, 122. 

. Publiiis, 499. . . . . 

PuteoIi,.500. 

Ptoiemais, 466. 

, Quinqumnium/Ntmnis^ 

.■:Rabbinisin;of Paul, 27', 204. 

Rabbis and, trade,, 24;fv ■ 

'v.fReadiiig,*'.''536,'4o5 .:, : 
.Reception, , 288., . „ 
vReco.nciliationv^ 402.. 
Reformation as the Apostasy, 177,. 


Reformers as precursors of Anti- 
christ, 177. 

Remuneratioii, 273 fi., 325, 33$. 

* Restraint,' * Restrainer/ x 73. . 
Resurrection, 144,311 E, 

— — Gnostic doctrine of, 631. 

Riot of Ephesus, 342 f. 

Jerusalem, 472 i. 

Rock, the stricken, 277. 

Roman Citizenship, 20, 132, 474. 

Empire, 8 S. 

— — Law, 10, 173 i 
-- — - Peace, 9. 

— Roads, 9. 

‘ Romans, Epistle to the,* 37S 
Rome, burning of, 612, 623. 

— — early introduction of Chris- 
tianity, 15 1, 506. 

Rulers, obedience to, 444 f. 

Sabinus, 625. 

Sacramental security, 276 A 
Sacrilege, 389 i 
Salamis, 83. 

Sanhedrin, 475 f. 

Sarcasm of Paul, 327. 

Saul, Paul's Jewish name, 2X. 
Scurrility of the Antiochenes, 67. 
Second Advent, 35, 136 f., 138, 
153, 170 E., 300, 632. 

' Seed,' 204 i. 

Seneca, 185, 503, 57i» 

Septuagint, 22. 

SergiusPaiilus, 84. 

Seven Heavens, 335. 

Seven, the, 39. 

Shammai, 28. 

Shekinahf 277, 337 f., 426. 

Ships, 492. 

Shorthand, 668 f. 

Silas (Silvanus), 114, 11 8, 142, £52. 
Simon Magus, 524. 

‘ Slave of Christ,' 265. 

Slavery, 569 R., 609. 

Socrates, 144. 

Sosthenes, 1^,243 • 

Sovereignty of Christ, 531, 

— — God,.' 427,.: 

Spain, mission to, 6x2 f. 

Spirit and fiesh, 214, 418. 

Spiritual body, 319. 

-- — gifts, 2S9 ii. 

' Spiritual marriage,' 266 f» 
Spirituals, 238, 289. 

Stephanas, 148, 259, 261, 324, 
Stephen, 39 ft. 

Stoic, 24, X43. 

Suicide, 385. 

Sun-worship,- Essene, 553. 

Supper, Lord's, 286 ft* 
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Symtot Jliger, So. 

Syiicrotisia, m. 

Syon-Ciiicfm* 6i t, si0l, ■ , 

Syrtis, 494. 

't'AMSUS, I 7 & 

Tatims, 89, to6. 
laxes, 445 i 

Tetctier^ 218, 292, 593, 

Temple of Artemis, 226 ' t 
Temples^ plunder of heathen, 3B9. 
Tent-making, 25. 

Tertins, 37 S, 

TertuUus, 481. 

* Testimonies/ 229, 394. 

Tlieatre, 342. 

Theodore of Mopsuestia, 586. 
Thessalonica, 135 h 
Thessalonians, first letter to the, 

154 ft- 

— - second letter to the, 179 fi. 

* Thom for the teh/ 337, 664 f. 
Tigellimis, 625. 

Timothy, 100, 121, 142, 152, 167, 
191, 260, 323, 325» 59? S ,, 638 {. 

first letter to, 599 fip. 

— second letter to, 627 fi. 

Titiiis Justus, 168. 

Titus, with eleomosynary expe<h' 
tion, 73 1 

question of his circmiicision, 
74 i. 

— »* accompames third mission, 

223 L 

— first nalsslon to Corinth, 234, 
338. 

— ■ second mission to Corinth, 340, 

345* . - 

third mission to Corinth, 3t>6. 

•- — “ joins Paul at Antioch, 6x1. 

accompanies him oa his last 

jonmey, 623, 

* — letter to, 617 fi* 

Tongues, 395 S. 


Trade, 24 f. 

Tradition, Evangelic, 80, 21,8 
593 L ^ * 

Tr$ F<^niamp 640. 

Tripartite natnw oi nmn, 166, 249, 
Triwmph (Roman), 352. 

Truas, 124, 344, 624. 

Trogyllium, 462. 

Tropiiimus, 371 h, 472, 623, 

Trosly, Council ot', 154. 

Tryphtena, 457. 

Tryphosa, 457. 

Tycliicus, 371 1, 522, 621, 635. 
Tyrannos, 231* 


409, 


Union with Christ, 201, ttb , 
418, 532, 563. 

‘ Universal Bishop/ lyh. 
Unknown gods, ii, 143. 
Unwritten Law, 389. 

Varro, 10. 

Vegetarianism, 448. 

Veil, 2S2 U. 

Ventriloquist, 130. 

Vi|ic*r, 497, 499/ 

Virginity, 200 i 
* Voices/ 20 1 

Vows, absolution from, 485, 


Way, the, 47, 

* West, the tjouiidar}" ol‘ the/ 5S5. 
Wido’ws, 60b. 

Women and Jewish religion, <1. 
Women in Macedonia, 12 S. 

- their position in the Church, 
282 1!., 31a, 602. 

* Works of the fiesh/ 215. 


Xenophanes, 10. 

Zealots, 444* 
Zenas, 616, wt* 
ZeuBy loi. 
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209 

d^vmm, 433 

dya&ifSj 4®^ 

&yafAm^ 3 1 
Ayapf 21 1 
dyvmtyf 163 

dyopawSf 13S 
^dSnifiOF^f 5^5 
dStdXeiTTOs, 425 

^ABplati 497 

153. 524 

alihviot, I So 
aKpcycapLOioif 534 
«iXa|i!»'ks 384 

dXtjQedup, 211 

565 

iydyvbunit 536 

dvaKbwT€iv^ 2x3 
dyaKplPiiy, 252 f. 
dvdartuns Ik yeKpiop f ^518 
dydaraaii r<ay v€KpQtv^ / ^ 
dit'affraroDv, 214 
dpf^lKaKos, 632 

AvtipLbti 79 
dPTidiarldrfm^ 6$2 
dpTl0e<nSf 611 
dirwra*^, 130 ..■; 
dw' dpx^s, 183 
dT€KBi>eff$ait 561 

dirix^ip, 521, 575 
dTbKpipa, 347 
dt.p 4 (rK€tPf 418 

dpT&ypbS) 5^4 
dppa^d'P, 349 
dprifiwp^ 497 
dpXivoifiTiy^ 

dr€vi^€iPf 70 
Arorrms 1B3 
':•: 618 ' ■ ^ ' 

aMpKita^ 24j 370 
<i<^ecr«, 396 
d#a^la, 545 
d<p$opia\ 6x9 
d 4 >op^t^iyf 21 
d(Pt}pp'b> 21$ 

&<ppm^ 318 


BdaX (f/), 435 

IriiT^focdt^ 463 

§a.irH^€iPf 675 

imiTTokOLl, 322, 507 

pdpSapot, 380, 497 

iwtcrvvayuiyb, l$2 

^a<rKSLlp€ip, 203 

dirtrpoTroSf 2c8 " ■ 

BcXIap, 237 

iintpalpeiyf 594 

/SiWT4/c6s, 259 

. iwKpdpemf 182 . - 
iirtxopT/sTp^ 203 

yapLil^€iVt 268 

iwovpdyta {ret), 55) 

yt£pea\oyia^ 59® 

’Ecrcralo^ 551 

yp'b<rL€ frvy^vy€f 5^9 

^croiTTpoPy 295 

ypQffit^ 290, 517 

icTTaiipt^pJpo^j, 203 


347 

Snypari^eiPi 5^1 

236 

QHcrtdaipwp y 145 

ebpaKvXwy 493 

d><rx6Ti7S, 588 

edTpaw^Xta, 54! 

Std/coyos, 463 

ft 403 

didaorKaXlaf 593 
pX€cr 8 aif 83 

Tt^XowS', 348 

Si0d/\acrcros, 497 

BiKaio^f 402 

^(lioyoyHpf 610 

BiKaitapaf 407 

165 

ifkiKla, 540 

BoKipd^eiP rd BitL^dpoPrvt,^ 

1 $€6ry€veT0St 634 

390, 510 

; BcoffTvyrjS^ 384 

BoKovv, 357 

1 OTfpiQptLXUP, 315 

Bh<n% Kal Xilp^pis, $21 

Bvpard rip Gei^, 3®^ 

$piap^ev€iVy 353 

B(ap€df 407 

iSidfTTjS, 307 
iepoOvTOp, 28 1 

a^oj, 165 

M??crovs XpLffrbSj Xpi(rrb% 

elXiKpipiai 354 

’iTyffOiJs, 379, 629 f. 

iKdix^crdat, 288 

ijca^'at ijpvpatj 645 

iK vl(TT€(as ets irtcrnp^ 3S1 

tXacrrbpLov, 396 

imr a(nSf 7^ 

rif 281 
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